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Kansas Can Join the Blue Wave—
Here's What it Will Take

We did in August for the Supreme Court amendment, We did in 2022 for the abortion
amendment. Can that coalition deliver again in November?

By Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief

Kansas could be part of a
blue wave that is expected to
spread across America this
November. But just wishing
for the Blue Wave to stop
here won't make it happen.
Democratic voters have to
show up—and so do the un-
affiliated voters and moder-
ate Republicans who want a
different direction in Topeka
and Washington.

Kansas’s political future is
less settled than its reputation
as a reliably red state sug-
gests. Look at the numbers.

Heading into the
November 2024 election,
Democrats and unaffiliat-
ed voters together made up
nearly 54% of Kansas’s reg-
istered voters. Republicans
accounted for less than 45%.
That doesn’t make every un-
affiliated voter a Democrat,
but it does mean Republicans
can't single handedly domi-
nate any Kansas election .

Participation has shown
that to be true and Kansans
have already shown what
happens when Democrats
and Unaffiliated voters show
up in big numbers.

In August 2022, Kansans
shocked the country when
we rejected a constitutional
amendment that would have
removed state constitution-
al protection for abortion
rights. Nearly 60% voted no.

Just this August, vot-
ers again rejected a

Republican-backed  consti-
tutional amendment, this
time a proposal to replace the
Kansas Supreme Court’s ap-
pointment system with elec-
tions. Voters turned it down
by a wide margin.

According to the secretary
of state, 650,383 Kansans
participated in the August
primary—the second-highest
number in state primary his-
tory. Only the 2022 primary
drew more voters.

Now we need to bring
that same determination to
November.

Kansas has an opportunity
to elect Adam Hamilton as its
first Democratic U.S. senator
since 1932. We can return
Sharice Davids to Congress
and elect more Democrats to
serve alongside her: Lauren
Reinhold in District 1, Don
Coover in District 2 and Katy
Tyndell in District 4.

These are opportuni-
ties, not guarantees. A blue
wave will reach Kansas only
if enough Kansans vote to
make it happen.

The same is true in Topeka.

Kansas voters have elected
Democratic governors before.
This November, we can elect
Cindy Holscher and running
mate KC Ohaebosim to con-
tinue that tradition. But elect-
ing a governor is only part of

the job.
We also need a Legislature
that provides meaningful

checks and balances. A gov-
ernor’s veto offers little pro-
tection when a legislative

supermajority can routinely
override it. Electing more
Democrats to the Kansas
House would help ensure
that the governor’s objections
carry weight.

And we need to pay atten-
tion to every statewide office.

We should expect a sec-
retary of state who protects
access to voting, an insur-
ance commissioner who ad-
vocates for affordable cover-
age, an attorney general who
puts sound judgment ahead
of political ambition, and
a treasurer who safeguards
public money while help-
ing Kansans build financial

security.
Presidential elections
command our attention.

The past two years have re-
minded us how much pres-
idential power matters. But

decisions about health care,
public schools, reproduc-
tive rights, taxes and voting
access also run through our
state government.

We cannot afford to show
up for one election and sit
out the next.

Democrats, unaffiliated
voters and Republicans dis-
satisfied with the direction
of their party do not have to
agree on everything to agree
that Kansas needs balance,
accountability and leaders
who listen.

We can do it this
November 3. BUT, WE CAN
ONLY DO IT IF WE SHOW
UP AND VOTE IN BIG
NUMBERS.

See you at the polls—and
take momma and them with
you.PS. Vote NO on the
constitutional amendment.

ON THE COVER: Kansas lieutenant governor
candidate KC Ohaebosim and Kansas Democratic
Party Chair Jeanna Repass are working to turn
hopes of a Kansas “blue wave” into Election Day
victories. Repass has led the party’s push, while
Ohaebosim could make history as the first African
American elected to statewide office in Kansas.
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Care doesn’t have to wait the Eiderly (PACE ) benefts and

services highlights

for open enrollment
No bills, co-pays or deductibles

I PACE is available year-round! for covered services
I Door-to-door transportation

——]
— |

Call 316-830-5921 (TTY: 800-766-3777) with a familiar face

to speak with a person from our local Social work/care management
center today. and home health included

Medication and medical
equipment/supplies fully covered

For more information about PACE :
and delivered to your home

services and benefits, visit
AscensionlLiving.org/HOPE

& Ascension Living A personalized plan to help you

Participants must be at least 55 years old and live in Sedgwick County. with your sym ptO ms and to hel P
All PACE participants a? ree to receive all services other than emergency you reach your goa]s

services from HOPE staff and its network of providers, and may be fully and
personally liable for the costs of unauthorized or out-of-network services.

(k 5 Ascension 2025. All rights reserved.

Day center and activities

Get a Free Health Test From
a Clearway Testing Partner

E EXPOSURE
C'AN GO UNSEEN -

ne
Chemicals called TCE and PCE have been found in contaminated HGI;@CCEL;M&CI {' 3 HealthCore Q./ HEALTH
groundwater in parts of Sedgwick County, including the area o =
commonly known as 29th & Grove in Wichita. L@VE

CLINIC & MED SPA

You may have been exposed without knowing it.

Exposure to these chemicals has been linked to health
problems in some people. A free health test can help identify
health concerns that may need follow-up care.

EVEN IF YOU FEEL FINE TODAY,
GET TESTED FOR FREE.

ClearwayTesting.org
TESTING

No insurance needed. No ID required. s Clearway
Testing is free through December 31, 2026. éii\-)
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Thirteen Years to Build, Less Than Four to Lose:
WeDevelopment Merges After Financial Trouble

Federal regulators took control of the East Side credit union before arranging its merger into CommunityAmerica.

By Bonita Gooch
Editor, In Chief

t took 13 vyears for
IKansas City organizers
to turn their vision of a
community-owned credit
union into reality. Less than
four years after opening,

WeDevelopment  Federal
Credit Union has lost its
independence.

The institution created
to help East Side residents
build wealth and escape
predatory lending merged
into CommunityAmerica
Federal Credit Union on
Sept. 1, following a federal
takeover and mounting fi-
nancial losses.

The National Credit

Or find the right loan for your needs with a Purchase + Improvement

Union Administration
took control July 10, cit-
ing “unsafe and unsound
practices.” Regulators have
not publicly detailed those
practices, but financial re-
ports show losses had ex-
hausted the institution’s
capital cushion.

For the residents, orga-
nizers and donors who
spent  years  bringing
WeDevelopment to life, the
merger ends a much longer
struggle than its brief oper-
ating history suggests.

A community’s long

investment
The effort began in 2009,
when then-Mayor Mark

Funkhouser commissioned

| Low down payments
& competitive rates

Homebuyers education
by recognized

community organizations

a task force to identify ways
to improve economically
distressed areas. Task force
chair Ajamu Webster and
other participants pursued
a recommendation to es-
tablish a community devel-
opment credit union.

The goal was to provide
affordable financial ser-
vices in neighborhoods
where payday lenders and
check-cashing businesses
filled gaps left by tradition-
al banks.

After years of fundrais-
ing, planning and regula-
tory work, WeDevelopment
received its federal charter
in July 2022.

“Did I say this was a long
process, a very, very long

View CapFed's

loan options and |

apply today.

loan or Home Equity Line of Credit from CapFed®.

xXemo

888.8CAPFED | capfed.com

REERBER @
FDIC i

Communlty supporters celebrate WeDevelopment
Federal Credit Union’s ribbon cutting on Oct. 22,2022,
at 3123 Prospect Ave. in Kansas City. The milestone
followed 13 years of organizing and fundraising. Less
than four years later, financial losses and a federal
takeover led to its merger into CommunityAmerica.

process,” Webster joked at
its October 2022 ribbon
cutting.

The celebration reflect-
ed support from institu-
tional donors as well as
residents who contrib-
uted $10 or $20. Webster
described the effort as a

Choices Medical Clinic

citywide project.

The credit union began
serving customers around
the turn of 2023 at 3123
Prospect Ave., with about
$1.4 million in assets re-
ported at the end of 2022.

See MERGER Page 14>

choicesmedicalclinic.org Q)

, 1 (316) 687-2792

Thirteen Years of
Determination, a
Painful Loss

For Ajamu Webster,
WeDevelopment was
more than a credit union. It
was a vision he refused to
abandon.

The idea
grew from
atask force
convened
by former
Mayor Mark
Funkhouser
to improve
economic conditions
in struggling Kansas
City neighborhoods.
Webster helped turn that
recommendation into a
mission—and stayed with
it through 13 years of
fundraising, paperwork and
setbacks. When progress
stalled, he kept pushing. His
determination helped carry
the credit union from an idea
to an approved charter in
2022.

He retired and moved to
Ghana shortly afterward,
but his hopes for its success
never faded. Now, its loss is
deeply personal.

“We did our best, and
we accept that our best
wasn’t good enough.

We are grateful for the
opportunity to bring the
vision of an African American
community-owned financial
institution to life. We will
forever appreciate the
support received from
organizations, institutions,
churches, business owners,
and community leaders. And
most importantly, we are
grateful for support from our
credit union members and
staff”

7 Ajamu
Webster
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COMBAT Tax Renewal Funds More Than Police and Prosecutors

Jackson County voters will decide Nov. 3 whether to continue a tax supporting law enforcement,
addiction treatment and community violence prevention.

By Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief

sister testifying about the loss of
A};er younger sister to homicide.
mother celebrating Drug Court
graduation and reconnecting with her chil-
dren after years of addiction. A young man
choosing opportunity over crime.

Jackson County Prosecutor Melesa
Johnson points to these moments as exam-
ples of what the people and programs sup-
ported by COMBAT funding make possible.

The county’s anti-crime sales tax reaches
beyond police investigations and jail cells,
supporting efforts to prevent violence, help
victims and give people a path to recovery.

On Now. 3, Jackson County voters will de-
cide whether to continue the quarter-cent
tax for another 10 years. Question 1 would
maintain the existing rate: 25 cents on a
$100 taxable purchase. Without renewal,
the tax expires March 31, 2027.

COMBAT stands for Community Backed
Anti-Crime Tax. Its approach recognizes
that responding to crime also requires pre-
venting violence and helping people recov-
er from addiction.

Born during the crack crisis

Voters first approved the tax in November
1989, during the crack cocaine epidemic.
County legislators had declared a “violent
health epidemic” involving drug abuse and
drug-related crime.

According to COMBAT’s history, Jackson
County became the first jurisdiction in the
nation to approve a dedicated tax confront-
ing that crisis through enforcement, pre-
vention and treatment.

Those social-service components were
part of the original design. In 2009, voters
expanded its mission to address violent
crime whether or not drugs were involved.

Where the money goes

The tax generated $33.9 million in 2025
and averaged $31.3 million annually from
2021 through 2025, according to COMBAT’s
latest impact report. More than 60% of rev-
enue over those five years was allocated to
the justice system.

That support includes Family Court ser-
vices and Treatment Court, formerly Drug
Court, which offers eligible nonviolent of-
fenders closely supervised addiction treat-
ment as an alternative to incarceration.

/< COMBAT

' PREVENTIO

COMBAT also supports pretrial supervision
outside jail and Kansas City police crime
analysts and laboratory technicians.

The Jackson County Drug Task Force
works across city boundaries to investigate
drug trafficking and disrupt the networks
supplying illegal drugs to local communi-
ties. COMBAT provides more than 90% of
its operating funding.

The report’s 2025 community-program
allocations included approximately $5.35
million for 66 prevention programs, $4.96
million for 23 treatment programs, $1.29
million for eight school-based law enforce-
ment initiatives and $1.96 million for eight
STRiVIN’ programs.

Prevention funding supports organi-
zations including Ad Hoc Group Against
Crime, ArtsTech, High Aspirations, KC
Mothers in Charge, Ivanhoe Neighborhood
Council and WeCode KC. Their programs
offer victim support, mentoring, safe activ-
ities and opportunities that help reduce the
risk of violence and substance abuse.

Treatment funding supports programs
at organizations including Swope Health’s
Imani House, Benilde Hall, Healing House
and ReDiscover, helping people address
substance use disorders and work toward
Tecovery.

School-based grants must expand be-
yond the typical Drug Abuse Resistance
Education, or DARE, curriculum, offering
additional prevention education and skills
for handling challenges as students grow.

STRiVIN’: Connecting people with help

STRiVIN’—Striving Together to Reduce
Violence in Neighborhoods—is the part of
COMBAT that coordinates help for people
facing multiple problems.

For example, a family might need hous-
ing assistance, counseling for a teenager
and addiction treatment for a parent. A
designated community organization, called
a “hub,” assesses those needs and connects
the family with appropriate providers.

The effort began in 2015, using crime
data to identify neighborhoods needing
additional resources. Its online referral sys-
tem started in Raytown in 2021 and now

B

BENILDE

HALL

3220 E 23rd St Kansas City, MO &48

In'recegnition of the charitable spirit of

Thon received addiction treatment through Benilde Hall with support from Jackson
County’s COMBAT sales tax. First approved in 1989, the tax was the nation’s first
dedicated to combining drug enforcement with prevention and treatment. In 2009,
voters expanded its mission to include violence prevention beyond drug-related
crime. On Nov. 3, voters will decide whether to renew the existing quarter-cent tax for
another 10 years. PHOTO COURTESY OF JACKSON COUNTY COMBAT.

operates across all five hub areas. Anyone
can make a referral—including residents
seeking help for themselves. When refer-
ring another person, get their consent first.
The hubs serve these areas:
¢ Northeast Kansas City: Mattie Rhodes
Center.
* Midtown Kansas City: Greater Impact.
* Independence: Community Services
League.
¢ Raytown: Sisters in Christ.
¢ South Kansas City/Hickman Mills:
Bridge Leadership Academy, identified
in the 2025 report as the hub agency.
COMBAT recorded 5,338 referrals
through 2025, including referrals for shoot-
ing survivors and families of homicide vic-
tims. Residents can start at jacksoncounty-
combat.com/referrals or call 816-881-1400
for guidance, including which organization
serves their address.

Does prevention work?

A recent Council on Criminal Justice as-
sessment found that 91% of participating
researchers considered expanded commu-
nity violence intervention a likely contribu-
tor to the national decline in killings.

These efforts work directly with people
at greatest risk, helping resolve conflicts
and connecting them with support before
violence occurs. But results vary by pro-
gram, and the researchers’ judgments do
not prove that one approach caused the
decline—or establish COMBAT’s particular
effect.

The underlying idea is straightforward:
enforce the law while also addressing
problems that contribute to violence and
addiction.

A yes vote continues the existing tax for
10 years. A no vote allows it to expire in
March 2027.
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WICHITA ELECTION

Wichita's $615 Million School Bond
Two Votes, Different Tax Impacts

USD 259 2026 PROPOSED BOND PROJECT

By Voice News Service

ess than two years after
Lnarrowly rejecting a $450

million school bond,
Wichita school district voters
are being asked to approve a
larger package — and what
would be the district’s first suc-
cessful bond issue since 2008.

The Nov. 3 ballot divides
the request into two questions.
The first request to fund: $407.1
million in improvement that
would not raise the current
tax rate, but would pick up
at the same rate for the 2008
bond tax levy that will expire
in 2008. The second question
will fund $207.9 million in im-
provements and would raise
the current tax levy by $50 per
year on a $200,000 house. The
total package is for $615 mil-
lion in borrowing, $165 million
more than voters rejected in
February 2025.

That earlier proposal failed
by just 319 votes: 14,208
against and 13,889 in favor.
That bond plan also proposed
continuing the existing bond
tax rate rather than raising it.

This time, voters can ap-
prove the smaller package
alone or both questions.
Under the board’s resolution,
Question 2 cannot take effect
unless Question 1 also passes.

What the First
Question Buys

Question 1 would finance
four replacement schools:
Truesdell Middle and Black,
McLean and Chisholm Trail
elementary schools. Chisholm
Trail would become a K-8
school, and Cessna Elementary
would gain a middle school
wing.

It also includes a new
FutureReady Center for Trades
on the East High campus, $20
million each for preservation

at East and North high schools,
and heating and cooling im-
provements in physical educa-
tion and other learning spaces
at 11 middle schools, five high
schools and one FutureReady
Center.

Traffic improvements
would target Christa McAuliffe
K-8, Isely K-8 and Seltzer
Elementary. Plans include
moving vehicles — particular-
ly for students drop off and
pick up - onto district proper-
ty and separating pedestrians
from traffic. The East High
trades-center project would
also address traffic at that
campus.

The trades center would of-
fer training in carpentry, heat-
ing and cooling, electrical work
and plumbing, with opportu-
nities to earn credentials and
certifications.

The $407.1 million request
would replace payments on
retiring 2008 bond debt with
payments on new debt, for a
net zero increase in the tax mill
levy rate.

That means “no rate in-
crease” tied to the bond.
Without a new bond, the dis-
trict says property taxes would
decrease beginning with the
2028 tax bill — approximately
$125 annually for a $200,000
home. However the no rate
increase does not mean tax-
es paid won’t increase. The
amount in taxes paid will like-
ly increase based on increases
in appraised values as well as
non-bond related mill levy in-
creases approved by the school
board for operating expenses.

What the Second
Question Buys

Question 2 includes re-
placement buildings for
Coleman  Middle and

Adams Elementary, along
with preservation work and

(A) Build New FutureReady Center for Trades at East High (Central) $28.2M
(B) Rebuild Tr dell Middle School (Southwest) $103.9M
(C) Rebuild Black El y School (Central Northwest) $44.2M
(D) Rebuild McLean Elementary School (Central Northwest $44.2M
(E) Rebuild Chisholm Trail El y, add middle school to make it a K-8 School (Park City) $81.3M
(F) Add middle school wing to Cessna Elementary to make it a K-8 School (Southwest) $45.3M
(G) North High School Preservation $20M
(H) East High School Preservation $20M
(J) Improve Traffic Flow at Select Schools $5M
(K) HVAC in PE & Other Learning Spaces (11 middle schools, 5 high schools and 1 FutureReady Center) $15M
Total Cost for Question 1 $407.1M

(1) Preservation at four 50-70 year old High Schools $4M

(L) Renovate Hadley (Central west) for Horace Mann & Move Irving (Central Northwest) to Horace Mann $11M

(M) Renovate OK Elem. into Early Childhood Center $9M

(N) Improve Career & Tech | Ed at South High School $8.4M

(O) Improve Career & Teck | Education sp at Northwest High School $7TM

(P) Improve Career & Teck Ed p and parking at West High School $9.2M

@ Im!)rove (Eareer&" hnical Education sk and updat dary auditorium at $11.3M
Heights High School (North)

(R) Rebuild Col Middl'e School, (Central East) r current buildi alternative $106M
programs (Chester Lewis, EIA and Gateway)

(S) Rebuild Ad: El 'y School $42M

Total Cost for Question 2 $207.9M

career-training improvements
at West, Heights, South and
Northwest high schools.
Previous bond issues in-
cluded classroom, athletic
and other improvements
as well as air-conditioning
work for these high schools,
but these large aging facil-
ities - between 50 and 70
years old — need proactive

preservation work that can
help prevent future con-
cerns. This includes things
like roof repairs, brick resto-
ration, foundation, drainage
or grading work. - - between
50 and 70 years old.

The proposal sets aside
$4 million for preventative
preservation across the four
high schools, plus separate

allocations for career and tech-
nical education spaces and
other improvements: rang-
ing from $7 million to $11.3
million per school. These
projects reflect the district’s
FutureReady emphasis on
preparing students for careers,
including skilled occupations
that do not necessarily require
a four-year college degree.

Question 2 also would ren-
ovate the existing Coleman
building to bring alternative
programs together. Horace
Mann would move into the
former Hadley Middle School,
and Irving would move into
the vacated Horace Mann
building. OK Elementary
would be renovated into an
early childhood center.
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The replacement of Adams
and Coleman are the only
two proposed replacement
schools in the bond issue.
The only other east side proj-
ects in the bond issue are
preservation, heating and
cooling, or career-training
improvements.

Does Northeast Wichita
Win?

The last two successful
bonds, $284.5 million in
2000 and $370 million in
2008, brought visible invest-
ments to northeast and near-
by central Wichita.

The 2000 bond built
Jackson Elementary, replaced
Washington Elementary and
built Stucky Middle. It also
replaced Horace Mann and
funded substantial additions
at Park and L'Ouverture.

The 2008 bond funded
replacement buildings for
Mueller and Spaght, as well
as the new Northeast Magnet
campus in Bel Aire. Isely also
relocated to Bel Aire.

The community also suf-
fered a net loss from the
Mueller/Isely shift, along-
side the loss or relocation

of Northeast Magnet from
the old Matthewson School
building, = which  then
housed  Chester Lewis,
which was vacated and torn
down this year due to struc-
tural problems.

The Northeast community
can also expect the closure
of L’Ouverture at the end of
this school year, regardless
of the bond outcome. Other
district schools planned for
closing are Pleasant Valley
Elementary at the end of the
2026-27 school year. Both
Woodland and OK would
close at the same time if
the bond fails; but passage
would delay their closures
until after 2028-29.

While previous bond is-
sues offered a lot more for
Northeast Wichita, this bond
proposal doesn’t but that
could be because so much
was included in the past two
bond issues for the area. That
could be seen as a reason not
to support the bond issue, or
it could be seen as a reason
to support other areas who
supported improvements in
our area, when there wasn’t
as much for them.

IMPROVE LEARNING FIRST

Understanding

the Scores

The Vote No groups slogan,
“Improve Learning First,” highlights
concerns about academic perfor-
mance, particularly in northeast

Wichita schools. Most chart rows
show students scoring proficient or

advanced—Levels 3 and 4. Level 1 in-

dicates limited performance; Level 2
indicates basic knowledge and skills.

Scoring at Level 2 does not mean a

student cannot read or do math; it
means the student has not reached

the state’s proficiency threshold.

Spaght’s second row includes Level 2

students. While the 2024 district fig-

ures show significant improvement,
it cannot be credited entirely to im-

proved student performance, because

the state changed the assessments

and the scores needed to reach each
performance level in 2025.

What Homeowners
Would Pay
Approving Question

2 would add approxi-
mately $25 a year on the
tax bill for a home with

Kansas Statewide 45.9%
Wichita USD 259 30.1%
Gordon Parks Academy 28.3%
Spaght Elemenatry (3-4) 16.1%
Spaght Elementary (2-4) 38.8%
USD 259 (2024) 20.0%

Student Performance on
2025-26 State Assessment Test

READING/ENGLISH
DISTRICT OR SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS m

41.0%

21.0%

28.7%

8.1%

35.1%

15.5%

Source: KSDEbPerformance Level Reports, selecting 2025-2026, All Students,

All Grades and adding Levels 3 and 4. Figures rounded to one decimal place

an assessed valuation of
$100,000 or $2.08 monthly.
For a $200,000 home, the
increase would be approx-
imately $50 annually, or
$4.16 monthly.

Over the proposed 20-year
repayment period, those ad-
ditional amounts would to-
tal approximately $500 and
$1,000, respectively, assum-
ing wunchanged property

values and tax rates. These
figures represent the added
cost of Question 2, not the
entire bond tax bill.

See SCORES Page 14 >

INVEST IN LEARNING & CAREER PREPARATION

Opponents of Wichita’s
$615 million school bond
package say academic per-
formance and accountabili-
ty should take priority over
more construction.

Their slogan, “Improve
Learning First,” reflects con-
cerns that previous build-
ing investments have not
produced adequate class-
room results, particularly in
northeast Wichita commu-
nity schools.

“You have to improve
learning, and you can’t do
that by building new build-
ings,” said bond opponent
Walt Chappell during an
October press conference.

Opponents point to low
proficiency rates at newer

schools as evidence that fa-
cilities alone cannot solve

educational challenges.
They argue the district
should emphasize in-

struction, classroom disci-
pline and better financial
management.

The group also ques-
tions closing schools that
received previous improve-
ments and committing
taxpayers to another 20
years of bond payments.
Question 1 would continue
a tax levy that would other-
wise end; Question 2 would
increase it.

“If we're going to spend
that kind of money, we want
results,” Chappell said.

Supporters say Wichita stu-
dents need safe, functional
buildings alongside stronger
classroom instruction.

“If we don’t get the bond,
then it would delay some
of those things that are
needed in the schools,” said
school board member Sheila
Kinnard.

In response to the Vote No
call to focus on academics
first, the Vote Yes supporters
cite research covering rough-
ly 14,000 bond elections
across 29 states. Researchers
found school facility invest-
ments improved test scores
on average, with gains devel-
oping over several years.

Beyond replacement build-
ings and repairs, the package

would expand career and
technical education through
a new trades center and im-
provements at four high
schools. The center would
serve students districtwide.

Those investments support
the district's FutureReady
approach: helping students
graduate with skills and cre-
dentials for well-paying ca-
reers, recognizing that not ev-
eryone will attend a four-year
college.

Supporters argue that im-
proving achievement and fa-
cilities can happen together.
Bond proceeds cannot pay
teacher salaries, but they can
address building problems
that complicate teaching and
learning.

The Lowest School Mill Levy
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SEDGWICK COUNTY, LET'S
pems HELP TURN'KANSAS BLUE!
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MEET YOUR CANDIDATE 0% our famiy s friends tovote.
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Find your Kansas House —
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Paid for by the Kansas Democratic Party, Usha Reddi, Treasurer
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JE have the power to turn Kansas  ARARAA
blue, but we have to show up. Bring KARN
your family, bring your friends,and D

let's vote like the future of

Kansas depends on
b it d Chair, Kansga
ecauseli 0€es. Democratic Party

_— SCAN THE THE NUMBERS (AR
- ~ CODES) TS FIND VT MO —
== ABOUT EACH CANDIDATE. —

“These Democratic candidates bring the experiences of more
Kansans to the table—and a commitment to serve us all.”
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-
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MELISSA BROOKLYNNE
OROPEZA MOSELY

JESSICA
MALDONADO

Paid for by the Kansas Democratic Party, Usha Reddi, Treasurer
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MARTINEZ 4
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AN EVERYDAY VOICE FOR EVERYDAY FEUPLE. 4 CONSTITUTIONAL
Born and raised in Wichitaand a 2= i . AMENDMENT

) \
lifelong resident of District 103,
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FREE TCE HEALTH TESTING =iy

Have you lived, worked or spent time near the 29th & Grove area? to tell her what matters. As a wife,

mather, grandmother, proud dog mom
and president of a non profit

Kansas already
requires U.S.

The Wichita Black Nurses Association is offering FREE health testing for people community youth organization, citizenship to vote.
who may have been exposed to TCE (trichloroethylene) from contaminated groundwater. il e bt 1 ' ‘'] The Community Voice

she lives them every day. b 4 opposes rewriting
OUR TESTING EVENTS  Fiapenaageiip ’ ) . the Constitution from

' Rooted in Community "Every Citizen" WhO

NOV NOV NOV » Working for Kansas 4
14 Every decision she makes is guided J/ gual ifies may vote to
by one simple question: [\[e) person shall be
2136 2026 2025 oy | WY deemed a qualified
St. Mary's Chisholm Trail North Plaza Eastside Cathedral elector unless...” —
Baptist Church Church Senior Residence Church 3 / language we believe
1648 E 17th 5833 E 37th 2121 E 21st Street 5955 East 29th could open the door
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Because what's best for your family - to additional pI"OOf
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VOTE NO! on this

contaminated groundwater in Wichita.

Clearway

TESTING

Learn more @ Martinezforks.com amendment

Paid e, Adriana Tel Lurer

Learn more at clearwaytesting.org.

| count on the Social Security |
earned. And | vote.

As prices for groceries, housing and health care soar, the
Social Security millions of older Americans count on is more
important than ever. It's money they earned after a lifetime of
hard work, and AARP will never stop fighting to protect it.
Social Security is one of the most successful initiatives in
America's history. But it faces a funding gap that Congress
must fix in the next few years to keep Social Security strong.

Join us to stand up for Social Security in the upcoming
election.

Be a Social Security voter.
aarp.org/SocialSecurityVoter

facebook.com/AARP | @AARP
aarp.org

Paid for by AARP
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Know Wht's at Stake Before You Vote

By Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief

Candidates aren't the
only important decisions
on your November ballot.
Constitutional amendments
and local tax questions will
also shape voting rights,
health care, public services
and how the government
responds to the people it
serves.

The Community Voice’s
applauded election explain-
ers are designed to help you
understand those choices
before you reach the vot-
ing booth. We look beyond
the ballot’s sometimes con-
fusing wording to explain
what would change, why
the proposal matters and
what a yes or no vote would
accomplish.

We deliberately  write
these articles so readers who
haven't been

following pol- ESYAWIS
itics can un- Bl
derstand the
issues  with-
out needing a
government
textbook. For
those already
keeping up, our explainers
provide information you can
confidently share with fami-
ly, friends and neighbors
who may have questions.
Below is a quick summa-
ry of our articles on issues
you’ll find on your general

Demonstrators call for fair congressional maps outside

the Missouri Capitol. From redistricting to voting rights
and local taxes, The Community Voice’s election
explainers - available online - break down what'’s at
stake and what a yes or no vote would mean.

election ballot. YOu may
have read these articles in
one of our print editions
but like most of our print
articles, you can readily
find them on our website

If the brief summary we
provide here isn’t enough,
just scan the QR code to get
to our full and informative
explainer.

Four More Missouri Ballot
Questions Explained
Abortion isn’'t the only
statewide issue Missouri vot-
ers will decide in November.
Four additional questions
address congressional
boundaries, citizen-ap-
proved laws, state invest-
ments and elected sheriffs.

Our explainer breaks
down each proposal, in-
cluding Proposition A,
which asks voters whether
to approve the Republican-
leaning congressional map
that divides Kansas City
among three districts. This
proposal was at the center of
the debacle that finally end-
ed with the old maps being
used in this election. Now,
citizens finally get to cast
this important vote.

Amendment 6 concerns
limiting the ability of law-
makers to overturn mea-
sures passed through citizen
initiatives. A prime exam-
ple is the abortion-rights
amendmentvotersapproved
in 2024 through the petition
process, which lawmakers

Halstead
314 Main St.
316.835.2226

Maize

" Small town bank _
big city options.

4001 N. Maize Rd.
316.722.3551

Bentley Valley Center

101 N. Wichita | 107 W. Industrial The HalStead Bank

316.796.0234 | 316.755.9992 www.halsteadbank.com .
\_ MEMEBER FDIC l“““)

N

are now asking voters to re-
peal. If Amendment 6 had
been in place, the General
Assembly would not have
had enough votes to put that
repeal on the ballot. Read
our explainer to learn more
about how the amendment
would work.

Amendment 7 would cre-
ate a state investment fund
intended to grow over time,
with the long-term goal of
using its earnings to replace
state taxes.

Amendment 8 would put
provisions concerning elect-
ed sheriffs into the constitu-
tion and change the process
for initiating their removal.

These proposals involve
different parts of govern-
ment, but each raises ques-
tions about public power,
accountability or future
spending.

We explain what the mea-
sures would actually change,
distinguish existing require-
ments from proposed ones
and spell out what a yes
or no vote means—giving
readers a useful starting

point  before
R camera
consequential

decisions.
Learn more
about all of
these amend-
ments in our
article online.

Kansas Already Limits
Voting to Citizens. What
Would the Amendment
Change?

Kansas voters looking
at the Nov. 3 constitu-
tional amendment will
first encounter a simple
explanation:

“This amendment would
clarify that only a per-
son who is a citizen of the
United States is eligible to
vote in this state.”

The ballot then tells voters
that a yes vote would clarify
that only a U.S. citizen is eli-
gible to vote, while a no vote
would make no change to
the Kansas Constitution.

That sounds straightfor-
ward, but citizenship is al-
ready required to vote in
Kansas, so what is the consti-
tutional amendment really
doing?

Our explainer examines
the proposed rewrite of the
Kansas Constitution, which
appears further down on
your ballot with strike-
throughs and added word-
ing that make it confusing to
understand. But we give you
the actual wording change.

The constitutional rewrite
changes the constitution’s
affirmative declaration
that “Every citizen of the
United States” who meets
the requirements is eligible
to vote to a negative formu-

Scan the QR codetoread lation: “No person shall be
the full explainer. deemed a qualified elector
JOIN THE KANSAS CITY

unless” those requirements,
including citizenship, are
met.

It is that switch—from
“Every citizen” to “No

person unless”—that
concerns voting-rights
advocates.

In addition, as with the
Supreme Court constitu-

tional amendment on the
primary ballot, the language
makes a yes vote seem like
something

you shouldn’t SN
camera

question,
while under-
standing a no
vote really re-
quires looking
at the issue.
Remember, in August, they
wanted Kansans to vote yes
to elect judges. Kansans saw
through the disguise. We ex-
plain the disguise.

Scan the QR code to read
the full explainer.

Wyandotte Voters Face
Two Sales-Tax Questions

Two proposed sales taxes
would fund different ser-
vices—and they don’t apply
to exactly the same voters.

A countywide quar-
ter-cent sales tax would
support health and social
services, potentially pro-
viding money for a per-
manent, year-round emer-
gency homeless shelter. A

See VOTING Page 16 2>

DOCUMENTERS

Get paid to attend public meetings.

Take notes. Keep KC informed.

Learn. more _ f
and sign up

.. | Kooitz g bocimentors
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17th Street Work Nears Completion: What Took So Long?

As the changes become visible, we explain the work behind months of barricades and detours.

By Ty Davis
The Community Voice

ince February, barri-
S cades along 17th Street
between Grove and
Interstate 135 have sent
drivers out of their way and

left residents wondering:
What is taking place behind

the roadblocks, and when
will the street reopen?

What some residents
thought mightbe a brief un-
dertaking has stretched into
months of construction.
They hadn’t expected the
amount of work involved
and are wondering whether
the results will be worth the

KNOW YOUR
RIGHTS & Y OTFE
Noverrzber 37

If you have any issues voting early or in
person, call the nonpartisan, Election
Protection hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE.

If you’re in line when polls close at 7PM,
stay in line, you can still vote!

www.aclukansas.org/ep

WICHITA
FEDERAL

MA_ 15
RO
HOR LIFE

AEMOR

L2

More time for what

matters, wherever,

life takes you:

wichitafcu.com/makemorero:

i

inconvenience.

The current closure is
between Minnesota and
Grove. Eastbound and west-
bound traffic is detoured
to 13th Street using Mosley
and Grove. Just west of
Minnesota, 17th is open
with one lane each way.

The project is the subject
of our first What Wichita
Wants to Know story, a se-
ries answering residents’
questions  about  their
community.

Residents asked  us:
“What exactly are they do-
ing that’s taking so long?”

What Exactly Are They
Doing?

The project includes re-
construction of the road
between Interstate 135 and
Grove. The rebuilt section
will have one through lane
in each direction and a
shared center lane for left
turns, replacing the previ-
ous four-lane configuration.
Plans also include on-street
bicycle lanes, five-foot-wide
sidewalks on both sides and
drainage  improvements
along the street.

The construction bid for
the current project came
in at approximately $4.9
million, nearly $1 mil-
lion above the engineer’s
estimate.

While we couldn’t get a
specific completion date for
the current project, city offi-
cials expect work to be com-
plete by the end of this year,
weather permitting.

The changes continue
improvements made in sep-
arate stretches along 17th
over the years. The stretch
from Hillside to Oliver
was converted to a similar
three-lane format in 2017
Beginning in late 2020,
the stretch from I-135 to
Broadway was rebuilt with a
three-lane layout. That work
was finished in 2022.

Barricades remain at 17th and Grove as reconstruction
nears completion. The project includes new pavement,
sidewalks, bicycle lanes and drainage improvements.
City officials expect work to finish by year’s end,

weather permitting.

The Four-Lane to Three-
Lane Model

Converting a four-lane
street to three lanes is an
approach being used more
often in Wichita and across
the country. It's commonly
referred to as a “road diet.”

The goal of the “diet” is
to reduce crashes and make
room for people walking
and bicycling.

On a four-lane street
without a center turn lane,
a driver waiting to turn left
can stop traffic in the in-
side lane. Drivers behind
that vehicle must brake or
change lanes. A center turn
lane gives turning vehi-
cles a place to wait outside
through traffic.

One lane each way also
reduces weaving and pass-
ing, while pedestrians
have fewer through lanes
to cross. Federal Highway
Administration research
found overall crash reduc-
tions of 19% to 47% after
these conversions, although
results vary by location.

The 17th Street conver-
sion is also about connect-
ing bicycle routes. A 2022

city advisory board recom-
mendation called for ex-
tending 17th Street’s bicycle
lanes from Hillside to the
Canal Route, where they can
connect with the bike path
atI-135.

A LongRoad to
Improvements

For longtime residents
who endured years of dete-
riorating pavement along

17th street, the inconve-
nience comes with some-
thing they had long pushed
for: investment in their
neighborhood streets.
Potholes and flooding
along 17th Street were so
bad that in summer 2007,
neighborhood resident
Bobby Thomas stood at 17th
and Hillside for 10 days pro-
testing the street’s condition.
His sign read: “Turn here to
drive on an obstacle course.”
It still took wuntil July
2009 for construction to get
underway on the $3.4 mil-
lion reconstruction of 17th
Street between Grove and
Hillside. It was completed in
September 2010. That same
stretch of lane is scheduled
for the same 3-lane diet,
which will complete the
roadway transition from
Oliver to Broadway. With
the 2007 improvements
which include sewer im-
provements that helped ad-
dress seepage problems the
city said helped lead to the
pothole, the “diet” work in
this area shouldn’t be as ex-
tensive as the Grove to I-135
improvements. We'll let you
know when that work is
scheduled to begin.

et

You Ask. We Find Out. ).

e

Curious about a new business, a neighborhood
landmark, road construction or a piece of Wichita
history? The Community Voice is finding answers to
your questions about our community.

Submit your question at [insert link], or scan the QR
code. Your question could inspire our next story.

Submit online @ communityvoiceks.com, click on
more, then What Wichita Wants to Know.
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Denise Colborn Builds Pagea

The Wichita coach
behind a national
Miss Teen USA
winner brings
diversity,
encouragement and
a devoted volunteer
team to the Miss
ICT pageant.

enise Colborn knows
how to prepare a
contestant to win

a crown. She coached her
daughter Hailee all the way
to the title of Miss Teen USA,
helped another client earn a
national title this year and
has seen two contestants from
her Wichita pageant become
Miss Kansas Teen USA.

But winning begins with
something she wants ev-
ery contestant to develop:
confidence.

“I'm not training you just
for a pageant,” Colborn said.
“I'm training you for life.”

That philosophy guides
Miss ICT, the local compe-
tition she founded in 2021,
and her work as a pageant
consultant preparing con-
testants for state and national
stages. As a Black woman in
the industry, she also works
to expand diversity and help
contestants of color succeed.

The sixth annual Miss ICT
pageant, Nov. 7-8 at Wichita
State University’s Duerksen
Fine Arts Center, will crown
its 2027 Miss and Teen win-
ners. Sixteen Miss contestants
and 12 teens are competing.

Current titleholders are
Kiara Whyte, Miss ICT 2026,
and Breece Baxter, Miss
ICT Teen. Dia Kearney, who
originally won the ICT Teen
crown, advanced to become
Miss Kansas Teen USA.

Colborn’s involvement be-
gan long before she became a
director or coach. AWichita
South High graduate, she
started competing in pag-
eants around age 12. With

little family money for com-
petitions, she approached
businesses to raise support.

She didn’t win, but the
experience broadened her
world and strengthened her
self-esteem.

When her daughter, Hailey
expressed interest in compet-
ing, she stepped in, coaching
her all the way to the 2018
Miss Teen USA national title.

That experience helped lay
the foundation for Colborn’s
consulting work. This year,
another of her clients, Kansas
City-area Aspen Dean, won
the 2026 Miss Junior All
American national title.

Colborn launched Miss ICT
after Kansas’ USA pageant
director challenged her to
organize a local competition.
An independent program pri-
marily feeding into the Miss
USA system, it offers prepa-
ration and financial help for
contestants advancing to the
Kansas state competition.
Miss USA’s national winner
goes on to Miss Universe.

Colborn says Miss ICT is
Kansas’ only local pageant
offering this route into the
USA system, with the Miss
Kansas USA -- unlike the
Miss Kansas America pageant
-- not requiring competitors
to advance to state via a local
pageant.

For Colborn, creating a
diverse, welcoming environ-
ment has been intentional,
from recruiting contestants
to selecting judges.

“Representation matters,”
she said.

She remembers the limited
diversity Hailey encountered
in her rise to a national title.
Her own program empha-
sizes belonging and mutual
encouragement.

“We are community. It’s a
sisterhood,” she said. “They
encourage one another. They
support one another”

About 30 volunteers return
year after year to produce
the pageant and help with
the training sessions leading

b ; 3 ™

Miss ICT 2026 Kiara Whyte, left, pageant

i

inners — and

il

Confidence

T
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director and coach Denise Colborn, center, and new

ly crowned Miss Kansas

Teen USA 2026 Dia Kearney celebrate at the state competition. Whyte finished fourth runner-up in Miss Kansas USA.

up to it. Everyone, including
Colborn, volunteers. Money
raised goes back into produc-
tion, prizes and contestant
support.

It’'s also a family affair.
Colborn’s husband is all in
with the pageant. Among his
many roles, and overall sup-
port for Denise, we found
him recently serving as an
panelists on a mock interview
panel for contestants.

Denise Hightower, Nicole
Zinn and Nolan Jones, who

A workshop participant practices
her walk as parents observe.
Colborn’s preparation sessions
help participants develop poise,
presentation skills and confidence.

also served as practice pan-
elists, have been volunteers
with the contest since its
beginning. They say they’ve
watched some of the contes-
tants grow from teens into
Miss competitors and the in-
terviews reveal their growing
confidence and concern for
their communities.

“These are some great
young ladies. Our contestants
are concerned about the fu-
ture of the world. It gives you
hope,” Hightower said.

Volunteer interview panelists help
contestants practice answering
questions before the Miss ICT
pageant. The sessions give
participants experience speaking
about themselves, their goals and
issues that matter to them.

)

In addition to the mock
interviews, preparation in-
cludes workshops and op-
tional walking sessions. For
pageant winners, the pro-
gram covers its Miss and
Teen winners’ state-pageant
expenses and provides partial
assistance to other top-five
finishers.

New this year, an essay
competition will award a
$1,000 Melanie McCray-
Miller scholarship in each
division, separately from the

Denise Colborn shares a
hug with a young workshop
participant. The pageant
director and coach emphasizes
encouragement and confidence
alongside competition skills.

pageant crowns.

McCray-Miller, a mentor
to Colborn who died earli-
er this year, judged the first
pageant and continued as a
pageant volunteer supporting
the judges’ work afterward.
Her family will present the
awards.

For Colborn and her volun-
teers, those investments serve
a shared purpose: helping
contestants recognize their
possibilities and carry that
confidence beyond the stage.
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OBITUARIES

Rau Construction
Company s accepting
bids for the renovation of
the Armour Boulevard
Apartment Renovations
located at 900 & 900

E. Armour Blvd
(Bainbridge Apartments), 214 & 218 E. Armour Blvd
(Armour Court Apartments), 3424 8 3426 Harrison
(Harrison Apartments), 1301 E Armour (Linda Vista
Apartments), and 400 E. Armour Blvd (Georgian
Court Apartments).

=N i RTe

The scope of work includes exterior worlk, roofing, site
improvements, storefront doors, concrete, and asphalt
paving. Interior worlk will consist of minor framing,
drywall, cabinetry, flooring, doors and hardware,
miscellaneocus specialties, and painting. Certified MBE/
VWEE firms are strongly encouraged to bid.

Firms will need to comply with O5SHA | Ohr training.

Questions can be directed to Rena Manixail rena@
rauconstruction.com or act 21 3-642-6000.

Bids must be submitted to Rau Construction no
later than Friday, November 6, 2026 at |10:00am.

T

RestTorsrioNy CENTER i-..

Our Mission
Cur mimsion ih-!Hllth restoration of the total
manfecman by providing

WICHITA
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MARION
|25 E. Main

African Methodist Episcopal Church
Lhe Church In The City With The City At Heart
1756 N Piatt Ave « Wichita, KS 67214

316 265-5881

stpaulwichita@gmail.com * stpaulamewichita.com

In- Person and
Virtual Worship Experience

'F Sundays at 11AM

Pastor Pamela
Hughes

N
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

e
®

All your protection under one roof ®

Sammy 0. Oduniyi Agency

1117 S. Rock Rd. Ste 4A « Wichita, KS 67207
316.685.7700 + soduniyi@amfam.com

Www.sammyoagency.com Sammy 0. Oduniyi
«Auto + Home - Life < Business
Competitive Rates Quality Service ~ Monthly Payment Plans

Discounts Available  24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service

%RTUARY

A Legagy of Service... Built upan maore than 90 years of knowledge and community trust

William Craig Rice, 64
Aug 21, 1962 — Oct 15,

Carmen R. Rogers, 79
Dec 21, 1946 — Oct 14,

Stanley Dwayne Small, 64
Oct 27, 1961 — Oct 13,
2026
Service will be held at 2
pm on Fri. Oct. 30 at North
Ash Church of the Nazarene,
1245 N. Ash,

Aaliyah Latona Wilson, 22
May 24, 2004 — Oct 7, 2026
Private Service will be

Mamie Jewel Jordan, 82
Jul 16, 1944 — Oct 7, 2026
Service will be held at
2 pm on Sat, Oct. 24 at
University United Methodist
Church, 2220 N. Yale.

Robert Freeman, Sr., 93
Jul 19, 1933 — Oct 4, 2026
Service was held Oct.
19 at Saint Mark United

2026 2026 held at Jackson Mortuary. Methodist Church.

Service will be held at 11 Service will be held at
am on Fri. Nov. 6 at Calvary  10:00 am on Thur, Oct. 29 at
Baptist Church, 2653 N Old Mission Cemetery, Old
Hillside Mission Dr.
MERGER, from Page 4 ¥ and closed less than a year it must repay, a shortfall of Accounts protected,

later, amid lawsuits and un-  approximately $190,000. independence gone
Its services included paid-bill claims. For a credit union, the key After taking control, NCUA

checking and savings ac-
counts, auto and personal
loans, business financing
and financial guidance.

Early promise, mounting
losses

By summer 2023, leaders
were celebrating their ability
to help borrowers who strug-
gled to obtain conventional
financing.

“They’re finding out that
when other lenders are say-
ing no, we say yes,” then-CEO
Gwen Washington told The
Community Voice.

Among the business-
es financed was Privée
Restaurant + Lounge, accord-
ing to restaurant staff who
spoke with The Voice. The
upscale Crossroads establish-
ment opened in August 2023

The restaurant’s quick fail-
ure raises questions about
the wisdom of that first-year
loan, although the credit
union’s loss on that loan, if
any, remains unknown.

The broader financial pic-
ture was troubling.

Reporting  based on
regulatory filings shows
WeDevelopment lost approx-
imately $331,000 in 2024,
$305,000 in 2025 and anoth-
er $255,000 during the first
three months of 2026.

By March 2026,
WeDevelopment had fall-
en into a negative net worth
position. It had about $2.63
million in assets — cash,
investments, outstanding
loans and other assets — but
roughly $2.82 million in de-
posits and other obligations

benchmark is a financial
cushion equal to at least 7%
of its assets. Regulators call
that “well capitalized.” A ratio
of 6% to less than 7% is “ad-
equately capitalized.” These
are capital benchmarks, rath-
er than a guarantee of overall
financial health.

For comparison,

11.31% at the end of 2025,
comfortably above that 7%
benchmark, according to
NCUA.

Those figures reflect seri-
ous financial deterioration,

but they do not make clear

how much of the overall loss-
es came from unpaid loans,

operating expenses or other

decisions.

credit
unions nationwide had a
combined net worth ratio of

determined a merger was
in members’ best interests.
WeDevelopment had 1,015
members and approximately
$2.4 million in assets when
the merger was announced.

Member accounts re-
mained federally insured,
and services continued.
CommunityAmerica says ac-
count conversions are taking
place during October, with
existing loan rates and terms
preserved.

The merger protects con-
tinued access to financial
services. But it also closes the
chapter on an independent
institution built through
more than a decade of com-
munity effort.

The question now is how
that long-awaited promise
unraveled so quickly.

SCORES, from Page 11 ¥

However, what begins
as a $25 or $50 increase
this year could rise signifi-
cantly as property values
increase over the 20 year
length of the bonds. The
Federal Housing Finance
Agency’s Sedgwick County
home-price index rose
about 96% between 2006
— the year of the district’s
last bond issue. That is a
market-price measure, not
an average county apprais-
al, but it illustrates why a

fixed-value tax example
cannot predict what an
tax payer will pay over the
length of the bond.

Why Bonds as Financing
According to the Vote Yes
flyer, the state of Kansas
discourages school dis-
tricts from building large
cash reserves, limiting
their ability to save for ma-
jor projects for the future,
making bonds the primary
mechanism for a district to
fund major facility and in-
frastructure needs.

VOTE, from Page 11 ¥

separate three-eighths-cent
tax would apply only with-
in the city limits of Kansas
City, Kansas, and would sup-
port parks, recreation and
infrastructure. Proposed city
projects for the three-eighths-
cent tax include replacing
Parkwood Pool, improving
community centers and de-
veloping a public park in
Piper.

We also examine the debate
surrounding the countywide
proposal. Supporters point

to unmet health and hous-
ing needs and note that vis-
itors would help pay the tax.
Critics raise concerns about

the burden of
the sales tax on
camera
lower-income
households
and the need
for a clearer
spending plan.
What could
these taxes mean for your
neighborhood—and your
wallet? Scan the QR code for
a closer look at the proposals
before you vote.
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BONITA

Tl St Be on Your
NOVEM3
Since March of 2026,- | BAI.I. & i

ROGER MARSHALL HAS VOTED AGAINST E ot dgustrimary
ENDI NG THE WAR IN IRAN _ ge;eral hﬁllotfor
. - NG

Senator Marshall told Kansans the “Iran war [was]
likely to end soon” and “gas prices will come down.”
Meanwhile,

GAS AND DIESEL HAVE
DOUBLED STATEWIDE

. Please help get more
7
. ‘ for you at the Capitol.
to vote to keep President Trump’s war goin
: wairen SRETHEE YOUR FRIENDS VOTING.

7;; YOUR SUPPORT
Democrats in the legislature
and in Kansas leadership roles
THE DIFFERENCE IN HOW DEMOCRATS
FARE IN TOPEKA DEPENDS ON
WHILE KANSANS ARE PAYING THE PRICE.

IN THE PRIMARY!
to help me get things done
Senator Marshall claims he ‘hates war’ but continues | You, Yo“R FAMILY &

@ bonitaforkansas.com | 0 bonitagoochforkansas

SENATOR ROGER MARSHALL APPEARS AT A LESS WAR FOR SURE WAVE, 2026.
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WICHITA KIDS ARE
WORTH BUILDING FOR

Wichita students are the future of Wichita and deserve infrastructure that prepares them for the
workforce. This bond helps keep schools strong, safe and future-ready for generations to come.

The surrounding school districts of Goddard, Maize, Valley Center, and Haysville have collectively
passed twelve bond issues since the 2008 USD 259 bond issue was approved, 18 years ago.

Wichita Public Schools educates more students than those districts combined.

VOTE

ON NOVEMBER 3

MAKE A VOTINGPLAN

Early voting sites are open October 19 - 30. Election Day polls are open 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Take the
time now to find your polling site, learn more about your voting options and make your. plan.

VoteYesYes2026.com | Paid for by Yes for Wichita Kids, Luis Rodriguez, Chair




