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Here’s the kicker: America 
isn’t as Republican as these 
legislatures make it look. In 
Kansas, only 45% of regis-
tered voters are Republican, 
but they hold 69% of the seats 
in the state legislature. In 
Missouri, Republicans make 
up 42% of registered voters, 
but Republican hold 62% of 
the seats in the state’s General 
Assembly. 

That gap exists because far 
too many of us aren’t even reg-
istered — and many who are 
don’t bother to vote in local and 
state races.

PUBLISHER’S PAGE

While We Were Sitting at Home Not 
Voting, Guess What Happened?

How failing to vote 
locally is fueling 
gerrymandering 
and political 
disenfranchisement. 

This month, Kansas held lo-
cal elections and the turnout 
was disgraceful. 

Too many people still don’t 
grasp that local and state rac-
es really matter — they shape 
what happens nationally.

Over the last few de-
cades, while we stayed home, 
Republicans showed up and 
voted in state and local elec-
tions. As a result, they’ve gained 
and held control of state legis-
latures across the country, in-
cluding Kansas and Missouri. 

And, now, those same 

legislatures are executing 
Donald Trump’s agenda to 
erase Black political represen-
tation from Congress.

After the 2020 Census, 
Republicans used their state-
house power to redraw con-
gressional maps. The stated 
purpose of redistricting is, 
after the census, to balance 
population across districts. 
But Republicans weaponized 
it — slicing up Democratic ar-
eas and merging them into 
Republican strongholds to lock 
in their advantage.

We saw it in Wyandotte 
County. In an attempt to turn 
the only Democratic congres-
sional seat in Kansas, during 
redistricting, they split Kansas 
City, KS, in half. 

The heavily Black, heavily 
Democratic section was shoved 
into the heavily Republican 
District 2. Then, to make 

sure District 2 didn’t lean too 
Democratic, they carved out 
Lawrence — a liberal base — 
and dropped it into the sprawl-
ing, rural District 1.

That scheme failed. But 
Republicans are trying again 
— this time targeting Kansas 
City, MO, and Congressman 
Emanuel Cleaver and Black-
represented congressional dis-
tricts across the country.  

At Trump’s urging, GOP leg-
islatures are considering break-
ing with tradition (and possibly 
the law) to redraw maps now — 
mid-decade — to secure more 
Republican seats in Congress 
before the next election.

And the people making 
those decisions? The same “un-
important” state lawmakers 
many ignored on their ballot — 
in Missouri, Texas, Louisiana, 
and other GOP-controlled 
states.

By Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief  

Emanuel Cleaver
FRANMARIE METZLER
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MORE WAYS TO CONNECT

Stop Looking for a Print Edition of The 
Community Voice: You can read editions 
of The Community Voice on our website. 
Not just current and recent issues. You 
can read issues dating back several years. 
Go to www.CommunityVoiceKS.com, 
click on “e-editions.”  Plus, our archive is 
searchable. If there’s a particular story 
you’re looking for, just enter a defining 
word for the story in the search box.  

CONTACT US   

Behind the Cartoon: Fire the Messenger

Recently, the commissioner 
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS), Erika McEntarfer, de-
livered a negative jobs report. 
Trump, our Dear Leader and 
Fascist in Chief, didn’t like 
those numbers, so Hair Fuhrer  
fired her.

TACO said, “I’ve had issues 
with the numbers for a long 
time. We’re doing so well. I be-
lieve the numbers were pho-
ny, like they were before the 
election, and there were other 
times. So I fired her, and I did 
the right thing.” OK, Shitler.

Firing people for delivering 
bad news is a fascist move. It 

was popular with the likes of 
Joseph Stalin, Saddam Hussein, 
and dare I say it, Adolf Hitler. 
Trump and Hitler both fired 
generals they didn’t trust.

Former U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Larry Summers said: 
“Firing the head of a key gov-
ernment agency because you 
don’t like the numbers they 
report, which come from sur-
veys using long-established 
procedures, is what happens 
in authoritarian countries, not 
democratic ones.”

Friends of BLS, a group 
whose members include two 
former commissioners of the 
agency, said, “When leaders of 
other nations have politicized 

By Clay Jones

economic data, it has destroyed 
public trust in all official statis-
tics and in government science.”

Trump asked reporters Aug. 
2, rhetorically, “Why should 
anybody trust numbers?”



NATIONAL

Justice Department Targets New York Attorney General, a Trump Foe

President Donald Trump’s 
Justice Department is zero-
ing in on New York Attorney 
General Letitia James with a 
subpoena for records related 
to the $454 million civil judge-
ment she won against Trump 
for lying about his wealth, a 
person familiar with the mat-
ter has told The Associated 
Press.

The subpoena is part of an 
investigation into whether 
James violated Trump’s civil 
rights, another person said. 
The people could not publicly 
discuss details of the investi-
gation and spoke to the AP on 
the condition of anonymity.

Another subpoena seeks re-
cords related to James’ lawsuit 
involving the National Rifle 
Association, a person familiar 
with the matter said. On top 
of that, U.S. Attorney General 
Pam Bondi recently named 

a special prosecutor to help 
conduct a mortgage fraud in-
vestigation into James.

James has sued Trump and 
his Republican administra-
tion dozens of times over his 
policies as president and over 
how he conducted his pri-
vate business empire. Trump 
vowed on the campaign trail 
to seek retribution against his 
opponents, and the moves 
against James are among 
the most serious yet against 
Trump’s political foes by the 
Justice Department.

Here’s what to know about 
James and the escalating 
investigations:

‘The Art of the Steal’
During her  2018 cam-

paign, James branded Trump 
as a “con man” pledging to 
shine a “bright light into every 
dark corner of his real estate 
dealings.”

As soon as she took office, 

James launched several law-
suits over his immigration 
and environmental policies. 
She inherited a state lawsuit 
against Trump’s charitable 
foundation and steered it to a 
settlement that included a $2 
million fine.

She filed another civil 
lawsuit against Trump in 
September 2022, alleging 
that his company deceived 
banks, insurers and others by 
overvaluing assets and his net 
worth on financial paperwork.

Trump Says James Never 
Intended to be Fair

In 2024, a New York judge 
ruled that Trump lied for 
years about his wealth and or-
dered him to pay $354.9 mil-
lion in penalties plus nearly 
$100 million in interest.

Trump is appealing the 
judgement. He also posted a 
$175 million bond to halt the 
state from collecting what he 

owes and seizing his assets.
Trump has long com-

plained James’ comments 
about him, prior to her elec-
tion, show she never intended 
to be fair.

Mortgage Fraud 
Investigation

FBI Director Kash Patel in 
May confirmed James was be-
ing investigated after a Trump 
administration official ac-
cused her of mortgage fraud. 

The investigation centers 
on forms James signed in 2023 
while helping a niece buy a 
home in Norfolk, Virginia. 

This week, Bondi named 
Ed Martin as a special pros-
ecutor to help conduct a 
mortgage fraud investiga-
tion into James.  Martin leads 
the Weaponization Working 
Group, which is examining 
Trump’s claims of anti-conser-
vative bias inside the Justice 
Department.

By Associated Press

New York Attorney General Letitia James speaks Feb. 16, 
2024, in New York. AP PHOTO/BEBETO MATTHEWS
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Now that the crowded and busy 
primary races are behind us, 
it’s time for the races without 

primaries to get in gear ahead of the 
November elections. Among them are 
two more seats on the BPU Board, three 
positions on USD 500 School Board and 
three seats on the Kansas City Kansas 
Community College Board of Trustees.  

BPU Races 
Incumbent David Haley has a 

big-name competitor for his At-Large 
Position 2 seat on the BPU Board of 
Directors. He’s being opposed by former 
KCK Mayor David Alvey.  

Mary Gonzales, who has served on 
the BPU board since 2005, is not seek-
ing reelection to her BPU District 2 seat. 
Running for her seat are Chase Cook 
and Neal Palmer. 

KCKPS School Board 
Cook, an attorney, works as senior 

corporate counsel at MRI Global and 
serves on the board of directors of CASA 
of Wyandotte and Johnson Counties. 
Neal Palmer retired from J.E. Dunn in 
2024 as senior vice president. He served 
for 17 years on the Piper USD 203  
School Board.  

There are two incumbents up for 
reelection on the Kansas City Kansas 
Public School Board and one open po-
sition to be filled, due to the May 2025 
resignation of board member Maxine 
Drew. The two incumbents – Rachel 
Russell and Wanda Kay Paige –  are 
running to keep their seats.  

Vying against them are: 
Sheyvette Dinkens – identifies as 

an entrepreneur, author, counselor, ed-
ucator, real estate agent and passionate 
advocate for children. She’s formed a 
coalition with Russell identifying their 
coalition as the “Student Success Side.”

Pamela Penn-Hicks – is a retired 
federal employee who has been ac-
tive in the community, has served 
on the Police Advisory Board, her 

neighborhood association and on a 
USD 500 Educational Task Force. She 
ran for Wyandotte Commission District 
4 in 2023.  

Jocelyn Strickland-Egans – is a re-
tired teacher and instructional coach 
who taught in KCK for 35 years. A for-
mer Sunday school teacher and super-
intendent, she’s the author of a series of 
children’s books, “A Sunday Kind of Joy.”

Josh Young –  identifies as a 
Republican, according to his website, 
and believes it’s important “for all stu-
dents, and all citizens of USD 500, to be 
represented and reflected on the School 
Board.”

KCKCC Board of Trustees
There are two full terms on the 

KCKCC Board of Trustees up for elec-
tion and one seat open to complete 
the two-years of the unexpired term of 
board member MaryAnn Mosely, who 
died in 2024.  

Linda Hoskins Sutton and Brad 
Isnard are seeking reelection to their 
seats. Mary Ricketts, who was select-
ed by the board to fill Mosely’s seat, is 

seeking election to fill the rest of that 
term.  

Running for the at-large seat oc-
cupied by Sutton and Isnard are Joe 
Caiharr and Geoffrey Kump. Running 
to complete Mosely’s seat are Jammie 
Johnson and Alex Sanchez.

Caiharr is a KCK police officer and 
the husband of Edwardsville Mayor 
Carolyn Caiharr.  Kump is an attorney 
who works as corporate counsel for 

Shamrock Trading Corporation and 
serves as vice chair for Bishop Ward 
High School Board of Trustees.  

Johnson, who ran for a seat on the 
board of trustees in 2023, worked in 
education for 25 years. She works 
as a graduate program director in 
the William Allen White School of 
Journalism at the University of Kansas.

Kansas City, KS, residents 
advanced two women 
in the primary race for 

mayor, guaranteeing the city 
only its second female elected 
mayor in history.  

Attorney Rose Mulvany 
Henry and KCPS Foundation 
CEO Christal Watson advanced 
to the November general elec-
tion, winning out in a field of 
six candidates – four females 
and two males – in the primary.  

Mulvany Henry, received 
3,619 votes or 31% 

Christal Watson, received 
3,031 votes or 26%

In 1995, Carol Marinovich 
became the first woman elected 

mayor/CEO of Kansas City, KS, 
(and Wyandotte County, follow-
ing government consolidation). 
She served from 1995 to 2006.  

Kansas City, MO, has also 
only had one female mayor, 
Kay Waldo Barnes, who served 
two consecutive four-year 
terms from 1999 to 2007. 

A total of 11,663 people cast 
ballots in the Aug. 5 primary 
election, accounting for about 
12% of the county’s 92,606 
registered voters, according 
to unofficial election results 
published by the Wyandotte 
County Election Office.

Other Wyandotte 
Commission Races 

In addition to the mayor’s 
race, Wyandotte County had 
24 other candidates vying in 
six different races. Here’s how 
those races ended.  

In the District 1 Wyandotte 

Commission race, five candi-
dates ran to fill the seat current-
ly occupied by Commissioner 
Gayle Townsend, who chose not 
to seek reelection. Advancing to 
compete in the general election 
for that seat covering northeast 
Kansas City are:

Jermaine Howard, with 462 
votes or 35%

Lisa Walker Yeager, with 
301 votes or 23%

Walker Yeager is also run-
ning for a seat on the Board of 
Public Utilities.

In the District 5 seat that 
has been occupied by Mike 
Kane since 2005, Kane did not 
seek reelection. Three peo-
ple competed in this primary.  
Advancing are:  

Carlos Pacheco III, with 
1,930 votes or 56%

LaVert A. Murray, with 762 
votes or 22%

In District 8, incumbent 

Commissioner Andrew Davis 
competed again three other 
candidates but advanced to the 
general election: Votes and the 
other candidate advancing are:   

Andrew Davis, with 616 
votes or 40%

Jacob Handy, with 393 votes 
or 25%

In the District 2 At-Large 
Wyandotte Commission race, 
five candidates ran to fill the 
seat being occupied by Tom 
Burroughs, who chose not 
to seek reelection to this seat 
and instead ran for mayor. 
Burroughs did not advance in 
the mayor’s race, ending his 
eight years on the commission. 

Advancing in this race are: 
Andrew Kump, with 1,354 

votes or 33%
Philip Lopez, with 1,163 

votes or 29%
Lopez currently represents 

District 6 on the commission. If 

he wins this race, the commis-
sion will appoint an individual 
to fill the balance of his unex-
pired term.  

 
Other Wyandotte Races

First-term Wyandotte 
County Sheriff Daniel Soptic 
competed against two candi-
dates.  Advancing along with 
Soptic to the general election 
is Celisha Towers, who com-
peted in 2021. The votes each 
received are:  

Daniel Soptic, with 6,451 
votes or 57%

Celisha Towers, with 2,473 

votes or 22%
The BPU At-Large District 

1 race had four candidates 
competing for the seat that’s 
currently occupied by Mary 
Gonzales, who has served on 
the board for 20 years and is 
not seeking reelection. The two 
BPU candidates who received 
the most votes are:

Lisa Walker Yeager, with 
3,841 votes or 39%  (Yeager also 
advanced in the District 1 

Wyandotte Commission 
race) 

Gary Bradley-Lopez, with 
2,336 votes or 24%

ELECTION WYANDOTTE

Attention Begins on Wyandotte County 
Races That Didn’t Have Primaries

Races for more BPU 
seats, school board and 
KCKCC Board of Trustees 
are ready to gear up 
following the primaries.  

David Haley

Rachel Russell

Linda Hoskins SuttonBrad Isnard

Mary Ricketts Wanda Paige
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Kansas City, KS, Will Have a Female Mayor
Results in six other 
Wyandotte County 
primary races.

By Bonita Gooch 
Editor-in-Chief

Christal Watson Rose Mulvany

See WYANDOTTE Page 15 →



ELECTION WICHITA

Jensen, Truelove Will Face 
Incumbents in Wichita School 

Board General Election

Board president Diane Albert and 
Mackenzi Truelove were the top vote-get-
ters for the District 1 seat on the Wichita 
Board of Education, which represents 
parts of east and northeast Wichita. 
Incumbent Kathy Bond will face retired 
teacher Amy Jensen in District 5.

Albert received about 34% of the vote. 
Truelove, who is a regulatory coordina-
tor at the University of Kansas Medical 
Center in Wichita, came in second with 
30%, according to unofficial results.

In District 5, which covers west Wichita, 
incumbent Kathy Bond and Amy Jensen 
were the top vote-getters in a five-candi-
date primary.

Bond, a retired business owner and 
substitute teacher, garnered about 37% 
of the vote, according to unofficial results. 
Jensen, a retired teacher, finished a close 
second, just four votes shy of Bond.

The general election is Nov. 4.
Two more board seats — Districts 2 and 

6 — are up for election in November. They 
did not have enough candidates to re-
quire a primary.

Truelove, 33, described herself in 
a KMUW questionnaire as “the most 
left-leaning” school board candidate.

She said she was motivated to run in 
part because of a $450 million school 
bond that voters narrowly rejected in 
February. Truelove supports putting 

another bond issue on the ballot to re-
build and repair Wichita schools.

She will face Albert, who was part of a 
conservative slate of candidates elected to 
the board in 2021.

Albert supported putting the bond is-
sue to voters in February. She said her 
priority as a board member is improving 
student achievement and “keeping aca-
demics at the center of every decision.”

The District 5 race will pit Bond, a con-
servative, against Jensen, a registered 
Democrat who is active with the American 
Federation of Teachers.

Bond said she will not support putting 
another bond issue to voters until there is 
“substantial academic improvement” and 
increased trust from the community.

Jensen said she would support another 
bond issue if district leaders engage with 
the community and more clearly outline 
the specific needs of the schools.

Wichita school board members serve 
four-year terms and receive no pay for 
monthly meetings and other work. They 
oversee a budget of about $1 billion and 
set policy for the state’s largest school dis-
trict, with about 46,500 students.

Major issues in the Wichita school 
board race include a $450 million bond 
issue that voters narrowly rejected earli-
er this year, as well as the potential clo-
sure of four elementary schools. Current 
board members have given an initial go-
ahead to put another bond issue to voters  
next year.

By Suzanne Perez 
KMUW

Wichita school board candidates (L-R) Diane Albert, Mackenzi Truelove, Kathy 
Bond, and Amy Jensen have advanced to the general election in November.
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Race to the Finish Begins 
as DeShazer and Shepard 

Advance in Primary
After a contentious primary among five candidates, a low-voter 

turnout advances Shepard and DeShazer in District 1. 

Joseph Shepard, a non-
profit program director and 
former Sedgwick County 
Democratic Party chair, 
was the top vote-getter in 
the District 1 WIchita City 
Council primary election 
Aug. 5.

LaWanda DeShazer, a 
community engagement spe-
cialist and former Sedgwick 
County fire administrator, 
was second in the balloting. 
Both Shepard and DeShazer 
will advance to the general 
election on Nov. 4.

Shepard, who was en-
dorsed by incumbent District 
1 councilman Brandon 
Johnson, finished with 48% 
of the vote in the five-per-
son field. He had more votes 
than DeShazer (20%) and 
third-place finisher Chris 
Pumpelly (17%) combined.

Johnson, who is prevented 
from running again due to 
term limits, has held the seat 
for the last eight years.

Shepard and DeShazer 
emerged from a field of five 
Democrats who spent the 
summer campaigning to rep-
resent Wichita’s north-cen-
tral district.

Along with Shepard and 
DeShazer, the candidates 
were Pumpelly, the cam-
paign manager for former 
Mayor Brandon Whipple; 
Aujanae Bennett, a commu-
nity advocate who’s been 
central to fighting for health 
testing for residents impact-
ed by the chemical spill at 
29th Street and Grove; and 
Darryl Carrington, a commu-
nity leader in the Fairmount 

neighborhood.
In his endorsement, 

Johnson described Shepard 
as a “trusted advocate” and 
said that he had a “rare abil-
ity to bring people together 
and fight for those often left 
behind.”

DeShazer netted an en-
dorsement from Kansas state 
Rep. Ford Carr, who rep-
resents much of the area of 
District 1 in the legislature.

On primary night, 
DeShazer said she felt her 
performance in the pri-
mary — despite Johnson’s 
endorsement of Shepard — 
demonstrated a grassroots 
support in the district for her 
campaign.

“I didn’t have the current 
city councilman endorsing 
me,” DeShazer said from 
her campaign watch party 
at Love & Co. Kitchen and 
Cocktails. “I had people that 
were willing to do the work 

and boots on the ground. 
Those are the people that I 
resonated with, and I think 
I will continue to resonate 
with moving forward.”

DeShazer said the next 
several months of campaign-
ing will be spent making sure 
residents understand the dif-
ferences between her and her 
opponent. She emphasized 
a difference in experience, 
casting herself as a political 
newcomer.

Some of DeShazer’s sup-
porters have taken a differ-
ent approach, noting that she 
was born in the district and 
owns a home there. Shepard 
moved to Wichita to attend 
college at Wichita State 
University and rents a home 
in the district.

He said that those cri-
tiques, as well as criticism of 
his personal friendships with 

By Meg Britton-Mehlisch
KMUW

Joseph Shepard (right) had a strong primary day 
showing, winning 48% of the vote for the District 1 
seat. LaWanda DeShazer (left) narrowly beat out Chris 
Pumpelly for second place on the ballot in the general 
election in November. (CREDIT: BONITA GOOCH)

See PRIMARY Page 15 →



ELECTION WICHITA

Wichita General Elections Will Feature 3 Other Races

Now that we’re past the 
primaries, campaigning will 
step up on other races where 
a primary wasn’t required.  

In Sedgwick County, pri-
mary races are held when 
four or more candidates file 
to run in a race.  The primary 
reduces the number of indi-
viduals in each race to two.  

Wichita City Council Races  
There are two other 

Wichita City Council races 
up for election.  

Incumbent Mike 
Hoheisel is seeking reelec-
tion to his District 3 seat 
on the city council. The 
district covers much of 
southeast Wichita. Running 
against him is Genevieve 
Howerton. We could not 
find any additional informa-
tion about Howerton.  

Before being elected to 
the city council, Hoheisel 

worked in construction for 
more than 20 years and was 
involved in several social 
justice causes, including 
voting rights and criminal 
justice reform.

Incumbent Maggie 
Ballard is also seeking re-
election to her District 6 
seat, which covers parts of 
north Wichita. Running 
against her are Margaret 
Wheeler Shabazz and Brett 
Anderson.  

Before joining the coun-
cil, Ballard founded the 

nonprofit Paxton’s Blessing 
Box to address food inse-
curity. She also owned sev-
eral businesses, including 
Maggie’s Scotch and Soda 
and the Riverside Perk.
Shabazz, who has been an 
activist since she was a teen 
as part of Hope Street, is run-
ning to address safety and 
homelessness in Midtown 
Wichita. (Here’s a link to a 
story The Voice wrote on 
Shabazz after she filed to 
run – https://bit.ly/4llak2r.)

Anderson, who has a 

degree in engineering tech-
nology, has lived on the 
north end since 2006.  His 
platform focuses on proper-
ty tax reform and a focus on 
core services.  

School Board Races 
District 2 of the USD 259 

school board covers parts of 
east and southeast Wichita. 
Incumbent Julie Hedrick 
is seeking reelection to the 
seat and is being opposed 
by Brent Davis and Valerie 
Most. Hedrick retired from 
USD 259 as director of 

facilities and has been on 
the board since 2018. Her 
top priority is advocating 
for teachers and other em-
ployees in USD 259. She also 
supports funding a bond 
issue to improve district 
facilities.  

Brent Davis owns 
Complete Education, an ed-
ucational services business 
that helps students get their 
best scores on standardized 
tests. He ran against Hedrick 
in 2021 and against Melody 
McCray-Miller in 2023. His 

focus is on increasing stu-
dent performance and get-
ting the district’s finances in 
order.  

Most was a high school 
teacher for USD 259 for 29 
years. She supports the bond 
issue and believes trans-
parency in the district is 
important.  

Incumbent Hazel Stabler 
is seeking reelection to rep-
resent District 6. She is run-
ning against Amy Warren. 
Stabler was a para-educa-
tor in the schools and sees 
herself as an outsider. She 
initially didn’t support the 
bond issue but eventually 
supported putting it on the 
ballot.  

Warren is a clerical sub-
stitute in the district and 
served on the state board 
of education’s blue ribbon 
task force on cell phone use 
in classrooms. She has three 
children in the district and 
thinks it’s important to get a 
parent on the board.

By Bonita Gooch 
Editor-in-Chief 

Maggie Ballard Julie HedrickMike HoheiselHazel Stabler
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KANSAS CITY

Battle Between Leavenworth & CoreCivic Continues in Court
Plan to reopen troubled prison as an ICE facility is not sitting well with many Leavenworth residents and leaders.  

Leavenworth officials and residents are 
pushing back against CoreCivic’s plan to re-
open its shuttered prison as an Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement detention center, 
citing both zoning rules and the facility’s trou-
bled history.On Aug. 6, CoreCivic attorneys 
asked a Leavenworth District Court judge to 
dismiss three counts in a case filed by the City 
of Leavenworth, pushing to end the court bat-
tle affecting its closed Leavenworth prison. 

After hearing arguments, Judge John Bryant 
said he would take the issues under advise-
ment. He gave no timeframe for when he 
would make a decision.

The prison, now called the Midwest 
Regional Reception Center, closed in 2021 

after losing a federal contract and facing 
repeated accusations of poor conditions. 
CoreCivic wants to repurpose it to hold about 
1,033 ICE detainees and has already received 
a $5 million start-up payment from the federal 
government, with up to $22.6 million avail-
able over six months.

City leaders argue the facility lost its 
“grandfathered” status under zoning laws af-
ter sitting idle for more than a year. They say 
CoreCivic must apply for a special use per-
mit before reopening. The company insists 
no permit is required and is fighting in court 
to bypass the process.

A federal judge recently dismissed the city’s 
case for lack of jurisdiction, leaving the fight 
in Kansas district court. CoreCivic is ask-
ing a local judge to dismiss several claims, 

including a public nuisance allegation, while 
the city seeks to block any detainees from ar-
riving until the permit issue is decided.

The dispute has sparked protests and re-
newed criticism of CoreCivic’s record. “They 
expect us to have amnesia about their track 
record,” said ACLU of Kansas spokeswoman 
Esmie Tseng, pointing to concerns about de-
tainee treatment and worker exploitation.

CoreCivic has offered the city $1 million up 
front if it reopens, plus $250,000 annually to 
the city and $150,000 to police. But many of-
ficials and residents say no amount of money 
justifies the return of a facility they believe 
harmed the community.

The court’s decision will determine whether 
the prison’s gates stay locked — or open once 
again.

By The Voice News Service 

The City of Leavenworth has filed suit to 
keep CoreCivic, a federal contract prison 
that operated in the city, from reopening 
as an ICE facility. All money isn’t good 
money, seems to be the opinion of 
Leavenworth officials.
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Kansas City-Based Cult Members Sentenced for 
Forcing Minors into Years of Unpaid Labor

Six former high-ranking members of the 
Kansas City, KS-based cult United Nation of 
Islam (UNOI) have been sentenced for their 
roles in a forced labor conspiracy that victim-
ized multiple children.

UNOI, founded by the now-deceased Royall 
Jenkins — who claimed to be Allah — operated 
under the guise of religion while running a 
network of businesses including restaurants, 
bakeries, gas stations, and factories. From 
2000 to 2012, UNOI leaders used manipula-
tion, abuse, and coercion to force more than 
a dozen minors — some as young as 8 — into 
grueling, unpaid labor across the KC area 
and other cities including New York, Newark, 
Cincinnati, and Atlanta.

On Aug. 7, Kaaba Majeed, 51, was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison. Five co-defendants also 
received prison or probation sentences: James 
Staton (5 years), Randolph Hadley (5 years), 
Daniel Jenkins (4 years), Dana Peach (4 years), 
and Yunus Rassoul (5 years probation). All 
were convicted in 2024 after a 26-day tri-
al. Majeed was convicted on five additional 
counts of forced labor. Two others who plead-
ed guilty will be sentenced in September.

“These defendants were supposed to 
care for children,” said U.S. Attorney Ryan 
Kriegshauser of Kansas. “Instead, they ex-
ploited and abused them for profit.”

Court documents and trial evidence 

revealed that UNOI lured children from their 
families with false promises of education and 
training. Once isolated, children were subject-
ed to harsh punishments, restricted commu-
nication, and made to work up to 16 hours 
daily in unsanitary conditions. 

The cult leaders lived comfortably while 
victims endured deprivation and trauma.

One of the defendants, Dana Peach, was 
also one of Jenkins’s wives. All defendants en-
forced strict cult rules and worked to maintain 
complete control over the victims, who were 

forced into childcare, housework, and labor 
in UNOI businesses.

The FBI Kansas City Field Office investigat-
ed the case alongside the Dept. of Labor and 
the New York State Dept. of Labor.

Assistant Attorney General Harmeet 
Dhillon said the case shows the Justice Dept.’s 
commitment to fighting child labor traffick-
ing: “These sentences reflect our relentless 
pursuit of perpetrators and our determination 
to seek justice for survivors.”

Anyone with information about human 
trafficking can contact the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or 
visit www.humantraffickinghotline.org.

By The Voice News Service 

United Nation of Islam Youth speak at a town Hall. UNOI members have been 
sentenced after being convicted late last year of manipulation, abuse, and coercion to 
force more than a dozen minors — some as young as 8 — into grueling, unpaid labor.

Solomon, the founder of UNOI, 
proclaimed himself to be Allah. Even 
though he was from the east coast, he 
made Kansas City the organization’s hub. 



FESTIVALS

African-American 
Festivals Light 
Up Kansas & 
Kansas City

By Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief

From the rich traditions of Africa to the resilience of 
the Black Pride movement, cultural festivals have long 
been a cornerstone of African-American life. 

Today, African-American festivals in Kansas and the 
Kansas City area carry that legacy forward, transform-
ing streets, parks, and historic districts into vibrant 
hubs of culture. From spring to late summer and into 
fall, these gatherings are more than events — they are 
living celebrations of history and heritage. 

They bring together foodies drawn to soul food and 
African-inspired cuisine, music lovers chasing the 
sounds of jazz, gospel, R&B, and hip-hop, art enthusi-
asts exploring paintings and crafts, and families sharing 
in the joy of community.

Held in the heart of our neighborhoods, these festi-
vals connect generations, preserve traditions, and wel-
come all who want to experience the spirit of African-
American culture. 

We offer this guide to some of the best African-
American cultural festivals in the region. Some of them 
you’ve  already missed for this year, but others are just 
ahead of you. If we missed your event, email guillory@
tcvpub.com and she’ll let you know how to have your 
festival included.

JUNETEENTH
Juneteenth has become THE major celebration of many of 

our communities, with even some of the smallest communi-
ties joining in the celebration, like the quaint, historic town 
of Weston, MO, just north of Kansas City. 

Each year, we print an extensive calendar of Juneteenth 
events and celebration just ahead of the holiday. If you want 
your event included next year, it’s free. Just submit the event 
in our online calendar.  https://www.communityvoiceks.com/
submit-community-events.  

We’ll have the Juneteenth calendar in our June 12, 2026, 
issue but online as early as you submit it.   

148TH ANNUAL 
NICODEMUS HOMECOMING 
EMANCIPATION 
CELEBRATION
NICODEMUS, KS 

You missed the first 147 years of this historic celebration, 
but you can get the dates on your calendar now for the 148th 
celebration, next July 23-26. This celebration, always held 
the last weekend of July, began after the formerly enslaved 
African Americans founded the town; they began gathering 
each summer to honor freedom and community. The event 
draws descendants, visitors, and history lovers for a week-
end of parades, music, food, sports, and fellowship in the 
nation’s only remaining western town established by Black 
homesteaders after the Civil War. https://www.facebook.com/
nicodemushomecoming
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137TH ANNUAL 
HUTCHINSON 
EMANCIPATION 
CELEBRATION 
HUTCHINSON, KS

Not quite as old as their neighbor to the 
north’s celebration, but historic in its own 
right, the annual Hutchinson Emancipation 
Celebration is held the first weekend in August.  

Like Nicodemus, the celebration has become 
a homecoming weekend for many of the town’s 
natives who’ve moved away, but the whole 
community joins in, as do visitors looking 
for a great weekend. The celebration’s packed 
weekend of events includes a spirited Family 
Fun Night Jazz in the Park, a festive parade, 
a community picnic, an upbeat dance, and a 
heartwarming Gospel Festival capped off with a 
classic ice cream social.  https://www.facebook.
com/HutchinsonEmancipation

AFROKC  
FESTIVAL 
KANSAS CITY, MO 

Not quite a Juneteenth event, but always held 
during Juneteenth month, this dynamic one-
day celebration brings together food lovers, 
music fans, art enthusiasts, families, and entre-
preneurs to explore African and Afro-diasporic 
culture through vibrant rhythm, creativity, and 
connection in a single, powerful evening 

The 2026 event, titled “Bridging Continents, 
Celebrating Community,” will take place at 
Unity Temple on the Plaza (707 W 47th St.) on 
Sat., June 14. There’s an African Market, free to 
the public, followed by the festival, a ticketed 
affair showcasing live music, art, fashion, au-
thentic cuisine, and cultural showcases. https://
www.afrokc.com

For The Culture Festival, Topeka, KS, down-
townThis dynamic, multi-day celebration of 
Black heritage and excellence in Topeka, KS, 
is held annually in late July and features a 
blend of cultural events, including live music 
performances, art exhibitions, food vendors, 
and community activities, all aimed at honor-
ing and uplifting African-American culture. 
forthecultureks.org.

HOT DOG  
FESTIVAL 
KANSAS CITY, MO

The Heart of America Hot Dog Festival, cre-
ated in 2013 by the Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum, is an annual summer celebration 
that ties America’s national pastime to its be-
loved ballpark snack — the hot dog — while 
raising funds for the museum. Although the 
exact date varies each year, the event consis-
tently takes place in early to mid-August.

The event features food vendors serving cre-
ative and classic hot dog recipes, live music, 
games, and family-friendly entertainment. This 
year the festival’s concert lineup included Eric 
Benet, Silk and Rose Royce. https://www.nlbm.
com/events/heart-of-america-hot-dog-festival

816 DAY 
CELEBRATION 
KANSAS CITY, MO 

This celebration, named after the city’s area 
code, takes place yearly on or near Aug. 16, and 
gained official status in 2018 when then-May-
or Sly James designated it as an official city 
holiday.

“What started as a simple idea in 2015 has 
now become one of KC’s largest anticipated 
annual events,” said Brian “Bizzy” Benton, 
founder of the day’s official event.

Last year, the event that started in the 18th 
& Vine Jazz District moved uptown to the 
Kansas City Power & Light District, where it 
will be held again this year on Sat. Aug. 16. 
In addition to food trucks and vendors, enjoy 
entertainment, performances, DJs, a streety 
style dance battle and a two-stepping hour. 
Facebook.com/816day
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THE YUMA STREET 
CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
MANHATTAN, KS 

This new festival will take place Sun. Aug. 
31, in the Historic Yuma Street District that was 
home to the city’s African-American communi-
ty. The event will feature live music spanning 
R&B, Afrobeat, soul, and hip-hop, including 
performances by Divine Nine Greek organiza-
tions. Attendees can enjoy a vibrant food vil-
lage featuring Afro-Caribbean and soul food, 
an art and vendor market, kids’ activities, and 
historical tours highlighting local legends like 
Jackie Robinson and Martin Luther King Jr. 
The festival brings the community together to 
honor culture, history, and creativity in a lively, 
family-friendly setting.  www.blackflinthills.
com/yuma

THE KANSAS CITY 
REGGAE MUSIC & JERK 
FESTIVAL 
KANSAS CITY, MO, 
RIVERFRONT

This year marks more than 30 years for this 
three-day celebration of Caribbean culture, 
music, and cuisine is held annually at Berkley 
Riverfront Park. The 2025 festival is Sept. 5-7. It 
includes a diverse lineup featuring two stages 
of live music, including reggae, dancehall, and 
world music performances. The festival also 
offers a Caribbean food court, artisan markets 
curated by Art Garden KC, kids’ activities, and 
a Canna Village with wellness and cannabis 
experiences. Each day has a unique theme: 
World Music Night on Friday, Dancehall Night 
on Saturday, and Roots & Culture on Sunday. 
friendsofreggae.com

913 DAY 
KANSAS CITY, KS

We’re not sure if it will return this year, but 
certainly people in the Dotte will find ways to 
show their love for their city. Check online for 
updates. www.facebook.com/913DAY

18TH & VINE ARTS 
FESTIVAL 
KANSAS CITY, MO

This will be the third year for the 18th & Vine 
Arts Festival, a dynamic three-day celebration 
of Black art, culture, and community held in 
Kansas City’s historic 18th & Vine Jazz District. 
One of the later festivals of the year – this year 
it’s Sept. 22-28 – features a diverse lineup of 
activities, including a fashion showcase, live 
music performances, art exhibitions, and culi-
nary experiences. The festival serves as a plat-
form for artists to showcase their work and to 
honor the transformative power of Black art. 
www.18thandvineartsfestival.com

Did We Miss Your Festival?
Let us know about your festival or up-

coming events.  You can post any event 
information for free on our website cal-
endar.  Also use it to search for upcoming 
events in your area. 

To get to our online calendar – go to 
our website at communityvoiceks.com.  
On the toolbar, you’ll see events calen-
dar.  That’s where you can search for 
events.  Also, you’ll see a link for those 
interested in submitting their event. 

If you’re a non-profit organization, 
reach out to us about discounted ad-
vertising and event sponsorship. 



HEALTH

Your Weekly Health Boost – 
Straight to Your Inbox

If you’ve been missing our 
free “Health Wednesday” 
newsletter, you’ve been 

missing a lot. 
We launched “Health 

Wednesday” because, too of-
ten, African Americans find 
themselves on the wrong side 
of nearly every major health 
statistic — from heart disease 
and diabetes to cancer and 
life expectancy. 

Our free weekly newslet-
ter delivers timely, trusted 
health news, practical tips, 
and vital resources straight to 
your inbox, so you can take 
charge of your health and the 
health of your family. 

Don’t miss another week 
of information that could 
save or change your life. Use 
the QR code to sign up with 
just your email address.  

Obesity-Related Cancer Deaths More Than Triple
By The Voice News 
Service

Cancer deaths related to 
obesity have risen sharply 
over the past two decades, es-
pecially among older adults, 
women, non-Hispanic Black 
individuals, and people living 
with obesity in rural areas, a 
U.S. study has found.

“Obesity is a well-known risk 
factor for various cancers, but 
its contribution to cancer-spe-
cific mortality over time hasn’t 
been systematically quantified 
at a national level,” lead inves-
tigator Faizan Ahmed, MD, 
with Jersey Shore University 
Medical Center, in New Jersey, 
told Medscape Medical News.

“Clinicians should recognize 
obesity not just as a cardiovas-
cular or metabolic risk factor 
but as a significant oncologic 
concern,” Ahmed said.

Higher Risk for 13 Cancers
According to the CDC, 

40% of adults are living with 

obesity. Obesity is associated 
with a higher risk for 13 can-
cers, which make up 40% of all 
cancers diagnosed in the U.S. 
each year.

They are:
• �adenocarcinoma of the 

esophagus,
• �postmenopausal breast 

cancer, 
• �Cancers of the: 
• �colon and rectum, 
• �uterum
• �gallbladder, 
• �upper stomach,
• �kidneys, 
• �liver, 
• �ovaries, 

• �pancreas, 
• �thyroid, 
• �meningioma, and 
• �multiple myeloma.
To see the trends in obesi-

ty-associated cancer deaths 
over the past two decades, 
Ahmed and colleagues ana-
lyzed CDC data for 33,572 obe-
sity and cancer-related deaths.

They found that the overall 
age-adjusted mortality rate 
gradually increased from 3.73 
per million in 1999 to 13.52 
per million in 2020. “That’s 
more than a tripling in obe-
sity-related cancer mortality 
rates over 20 years — a striking 

rise,” Ahmed said.
“To put it in context, this is 

a steeper increase than seen in 
many other chronic disease 
mortality trends during the 
same time period. It signals 
a rapidly escalating public 
health burden,” he noted.

Underappreciated Link 
The link between obesity and 

cancer-related mortality is “of-
ten underappreciated,” Ahmed 
told Medscape Medical News.

“Our findings emphasize 
the need to prioritize obesity 
screening and management as 
part of comprehensive cancer 
prevention. Counseling pa-
tients on weight management 
should be reframed as a crit-
ical component of reducing 
long-term cancer risk,” he said.

Ahmed also noted that so-
cioeconomic factors could be 
driving the increase in obesi-
ty-related cancer deaths.

“While BMI is a contrib-
uting factor, disparities in 
socioeconomic status, access 

Obesity is a 
health risk, 
but did you 
know it’s 
a cancer 
risk?
OKIDOKIBOT 
AI ART GENER-
ATOR
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to preventive care, delays in 
diagnosis, environmental ex-
posures, and cultural factors 
likely play a larger role in the 
observed variations across 
gender and race.”

“For instance, certain mi-
nority groups may encounter 
systemic barriers to cancer 
screening and obesity treat-
ment,” Ahmed said.

To tackle the problem of ris-
ing rates of obesity-related can-
cer deaths, Ahmed said policy 
initiatives should move from 
downstream management to 

upstream prevention.
Ahmed said this would 

include:
• � universal access to cancer 

screening programs, 
• �public health campaigns 

that normalize obesity 
management as a cancer 
prevention strategy;

• �policies promoting equita-
ble access to healthy foods, 
physical activity, and early 
intervention services; and 

• �incentives for primary care 
to integrate weight man-
agement into routine visits.

SOME OF OUR RECENT HEALTH ARTICLES

Continuous Glucose Monitors are in Vogue.  
Do You Need to Track Your Blood Sugar?

US Overdose Deaths Fell 27% Last Year, the Largest 
One-Year Decline Ever Seen

DIY Air Purifier Assembly to Support Gordon Parks 
Elementary Academy Wichita

Lupita Nyong’o with a big smile and wearing shades 
standing in front of a U.S. Congress Seal on a wall.

Deion Sanders Had Bladder Cancer.  
What to Know About a Disease that’s More Common in Men

Black Americans Hit Hard as Medical Debt Rule Tossed

Affordable and Nutrient Packed 
This Food Group is Hard to Beat for its Nutritional Value

Want to Live Longer? Skip the Cream and Sugar
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Melting Pot Theatre Ushers in Bold Leadership 
and Powerful 2025–2026 Season

KC Melting Pot Theatre 
(KCMPT), Kansas City’s pre-
mier Black theatre company, is 
beginning a new chapter with a 
bold leadership structure and a 
powerful upcoming season ex-
ploring Reckoning, Reflection 
& Resilience.

Founded in 2013 by Harvey 
Williams, KCMPT began as a 
platform for one of Williams’ 
original plays and quickly grew 
to champion underrepresent-
ed voices and showcase Kansas 
City’s rich pool of theatre tal-
ent. By late 2014, it became the 
sole anchor company at Just 
Off Broadway Theatre, and 
in 2017, it achieved nonprofit 
status under the leadership of 
Williams and Artistic Director 
Dr. Nicole Hodges Persley.

Dr. Hodges Persley, who led 
the company for nearly a de-
cade, concluded her tenure 

at the end of the 2024–2025 
season. She helped elevate 
KCMPT into a nationally recog-
nized home for Black theatre, 
expanded programming to 
include historical Black plays, 
deepened community engage-
ment, and launched the Black 
Women Directors Program. She 
has now turned her focus to 
The Black Performance Project, 
a multimedia arts incubator 
she first conceptualized at the 
University of Kansas in 2019.

With her departure, KCMPT 
has moved to a rare co-artistic 
directorship — one of the only 
Black regional theaters in the 
nation led by a team of Black 
women directors:

Melonnie Walker – Artistic 
Director, Operations

Ile Haggins – Artistic 
Director, Programming

Lynn King – Artistic 
Director, Education

All three are distinguished 
theatre artists and alumni of 

the Black Women Directors 
Program. Founders Harvey 
Williams and his wife, Linda 
Williams, remain with KCMPT 
as Executive Directors and 
continue to serve on the orga-
nization’s Board of Directors.

2025–2026 Season 
Highlights

The upcoming season 
blends classics and contempo-
rary works that tackle urgent 
social themes:

Night, Mother – By Marsha 
Norman – Sept. 18–27, 2025

Pulitzer Prize-winning dra-
ma about mental health, fam-
ily bonds, and the need to be 
heard.

Death of a Salesman – By 
Arthur Miller – Dec. 4–13, 2025

A reimagined staging of the 
American classic centering 
voices often excluded from the 
dream it depicts.

Long Time Since 
Yesterday – By P.J. Gibson 

– March 12–21, 2026
A reunion of friends un-

earths buried truths, love, and 
grief.

Like Six O’Clock – By Lewis 
Morrow – World Premiere, 
June 11–26, 2026

A powerful new play ex-
amining moral choices in the 
wake of violence.

“KC Melting Pot Theatre 
continues its commitment 
to amplifying stories that ex-
pose hard truths, celebrate 
resilience, and demand to 
be heard,” said the new artis-
tic leadership team in a joint 
statement. “This season is a call 
to witness, to feel, and to re-
flect on the complexities of our 
shared human experiences.”

Season subscriptions and 
single tickets are now on sale.  
Visit www.kcmeltingpot.com 
or call (816) 226-8087 for more 
information.

By Bonita Gooch
Voice Editor-in-Chief

The Old and the New:  The news artistic team for 
Melting Pot Theater poses for a photo with the outgoing 
artistic director.  From (L-R)  Lynne King, Ile Haggins, 
Melonnie Walker and Dr. Nicole Hodges Persley.
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Cooking With Love — Literally
Inspired by their grandmother’s soul food legacy, the Love siblings are serving up family history with a modern twist.

The Love Family name 
holds weight in Wichita. It 
means great music — and it 
means great food.

Rudy Love Jr. is keeping 
the family’s musical legacy 
alive. Now, siblings Adrian 
“Bub” Love and Kiavoni 
Judie are stepping up to con-
tinue the family’s culinary 
tradition.

This September, the broth-
er-and-sister duo will open 
Love & Co. Kitchen and 
Cocktails, following in the 
footsteps of their grand-
mother Ahnawake Love, 
who operated Mama Love’s 
Kitchen in the late 1990s. 

While Mama Love’s of-
fered classic soul food favor-
ites — collard greens, fried 
chicken, baked macaroni 
and cheese, and fried catfish 
— Love & Co. will serve what 
Judie calls “Modern Soul 
Food.”

“I want to prepare some of 
the same dishes our grand-
mother did,” said Judie, 
who will serve as head chef. 
“But not like a Sunday meal, 
where you had to go take a 
nap after. A little bit fresh-
er, with some of the same 

flavors, because we don’t eat 
the same way we did back 
then.”

The dishes won’t necessar-
ily be “upscale, upscale,” she 
adds, but they’ll be unique.

“You won’t feel like you’re 
eating something you could 
make at home. You’ll feel 
like you’re having an experi-
ence — on your plate and in 
the room.”

Judie’s Culinary Roots
Judie says her passion for 

cooking started in the kitch-
en at Mama Love’s. 

She learned in the kitchen 
alongside her grandmother 
and aunts and quickly de-
termined it was something 
she liked.  

After Mama Love’s Kitchen 
closed, she went to culinary 
school and, after cooking a 
while at Chef Anthony Carr’s 
Restaurant 155 and Spoons, 
she joined the cooking team 
in Wichita State University’s 
international dorm.  

Hired initially as a baker, 
she worked her way up to 
facility manager. She stayed 
until the dorms closed in 
2017, learning under two 
experienced chefs, who 
showed her the ropes.  

Taste Testing the Menu
As part of the ramp up to 

their opening, Love & Co. is 
previewing dishes through a 
series of exclusive events.

They held the first testing 
on Aug. 1. Next up are two 
ticketed events:

• Sat., Aug. 9: A 
1990s/2000s R&B Brunch 
Taste Testing Party

• Sun., Aug. 10: A Wine 
Tasting Pre-Launch Event

These events are part of 
Judie’s strategy to test and 
refine the menu before 
launch.

Highlights from the Aug. 
1 tasting included sample 
sizes of:  

Chicken lollipops on 
coleslaw, served with col-
lard green–artichoke dip 
and cornbread chips

Oven-roasted potato 
wedges and fried okra, 
paired with a spicy mayo-
based sauce

A take on beef 
Wellington: meatloaf in 
puff pastry, served with to-
mato-beef sauce

A version of her mom’s ice 
cream pie, made with vanil-
la ice cream, an Oreo crum-
ble crust, salted peanuts, 
and chocolate

Specialty Drinks 
& Sweet Sips

Adrian and a son have 
been developing a line of 
specialty lemonades, which 
will come in both regular 
and spiked varieties. These 
will be available through the 
restaurant’s drive-thru win-
dow, along with a curated 
selection of exotic teas and 
coffee.  

The Location & the Vibe
The restaurant will be lo-

cated at 1720 E. Douglas — 
just east of Hydraulic and 
across from Tanya’s Soup 
Kitchen. Still can’t find it? 
Look for the historic red 
rooster on the roof. Love has 
affectionately named him 
Lil’ Red.

The building, formerly 
home to The Donut Whole, 
features two distinct spaces:

•	 The front area, 
which they’ve  transformed 
into a sultry red space with 
chandeliers and exotic light-
ing, offers an intimate din-
ing vibe. Seating is limited 
to 73, so expect seats to be in 
high demand.

•	 The back area 
houses the bar and will also 

By Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief

A recent taste testing at Love & Co. included chicken 
lollipops on coleslaw, served with collard green–
artichoke dip and cornbread chips.

Siblings Adrian “Bub” Love and Kiavoni Judie are stepping up to continue the Love 
family’s culinary tradition when they open Love & Co. Kitchen and Cocktails.

The main dining room filled with guests for a recent 
menu preview. See LOVE Page 15 →
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Want to Taste 
for Yourself?

Tickets for the 
upcoming tasting 
events (Sat., Aug. 
9 Brunch and Sun., 
Aug. 10 Wine Tasting 
with Charcuterie) are 
available on Eventbrite 
@ Love & Co.
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Troy Andrews: A Vision, a Camera, and a Calling
From YouTube to Tubi, 
his films are reaching 
millions.

Wichita-based filmmaker 
Troy Andrews is build-
ing a global fanbase and 

a growing film catalog — all from 
right here in Kansas. As the found-
er of DrewVision Cinema, Andrews 
has proven that you don’t need 
Hollywood to make movies that 
resonate around the world.

Over the past few years, Andrews 
has quietly established himself 
as a serious voice in independent 
filmmaking. His films have been 
picked up for distribution, fea-
tured on Tubi, and racked up mil-
lions of views on YouTube. 

Even more impressive: he’s done 
it using local actors and talent, 
filming entirely in and around 
Wichita.

From in Front of the  
Camera to Behind 

Troy’s journey into filmmaking 
began with acting.  

“I started off acting,” he said. “I 
loved storytelling and being on 
camera. Then, while working for a 
cable company, I bought a camera 
and started shooting short films. 
That’s when I knew this was my 
calling.”

What started as filming weddings, 
events, and music videos organical-
ly grew into a professional venture 
– DrewVision Cinema — a company 
he considers both a cinematic enter-
prise and a ministry of purpose.

God-Given Vision
Troy sees every film as a minis-

try. Even without heavy-handed 
messages, his stories are rooted in 
faith, with many inspired by bib-
lical themes and characters wo-
ven subtly through the storylines. 
They invite reflection without 
preaching.

“DrewVision was a vision from 
God,” said Andrews.  “It’s about 
people, purpose, and healing — 
from the inside out.”

For example, his first feature 
film, “Seeds,” draws light inspira-
tion from the story of Samson and 
Delilah. It follows a gifted man who 
lets lust and pride derail his pur-
pose. When he falls for the wrong 
woman — sent as a distraction — 
his calling begins to unravel. 

The film explores how small 
compromises plant destructive 
seeds that grow into devastating 
consequences. With raw emotion 
and spiritual undertones, “Seeds” 
struck a nerve with viewers — espe-
cially men — grappling with temp-
tation, purpose, and the high cost 
of ignoring God’s warnings. 

Its realism, and powerful themes 
helped it soar past 5 million views 
on YouTube. Released in 2024, the 

movie gained even more attention 
on Tubi, landing on the streaming 
channel’s popular list six times in 
one year. 

“‘Seeds’ showed me it was pos-
sible to make meaningful films in 
Wichita — and have them reach 
people around the world,” he said.   

That success opened the door to 
his second feature, “Snooze,” land-
ing in Tubi’s No. 1 spot in Romance 
and Black Storytelling for 12 
months.  

Local Power  
What started as a solo passion 

project has grown into a full-
fledged production company. 
Thanks to a tight-knit and dedicat-
ed team, including his wife Sasha 
Andrews as executive producer, 
Troy has developed a highly effi-
cient production model. 

From actors to producers and 
writers, Andrews has built a cre-
ative ecosystem that not only tells 
stories but also nurtures local 

voices and careers.
Beyond his wife, some of his core 

collaborators include:
• �Natalie Rolfe, Producer
• �Micah Dennis, Lead Writer
• �Angelo Garibaldi, Director 

of Photography (Humble 
Greatness Studios)

This list represents just a portion 
of the cast and crew; many others 
play a vital role in bringing every 
film to life.

Each DrewVision Cinema proj-
ect features Wichita-based talent, 
both in front of and behind the 
camera. Andrews actively mentors 
many of the local actors involved 
in his films, helping them grow 
with each production.

What once took six months to 
film now takes just six weeks, with 
one final week reserved for finish-
ing touches.

“We learned how to respect peo-
ple’s time while still getting the 
quality we needed. That structure 
changed everything,” he said.

His third feature film, “Blair,” 
debuts on Fri., Sept. 5, at Wichita’s 
Regal Warren East. Blair explores 
how our choices affect others, lead-
ing to cycles of pain or healing.

Major Momentum & Growth
DrewVision Cinema continues 

to expand its reach with a grow-
ing library of original films and 
his goal is to complete five feature 
films in the next 12 months.

He also works hard on his craft, 
Andrews credits his success not to 
flashy effects or big budgets, but to 
consistency, clarity of vision, and 
the power of authentic storytelling.

“We’re proving you don’t need 
to leave Wichita — or sacrifice your 
voice — to make an impact,” says 
Andrews.

With distribution deals in place, 
streaming success, and a produc-
tion pipeline that’s both lean and 
effective, Andrews is blazing a trail 
for what independent filmmaking 
can look like in the Midwest.

By Bonita Gooch & Ty Davis 
The Community Voice

Troy Andrews (left), founder of DrewVision Cinema, gets behind the camera with Angelo Garibaldi, 
director of photography.

The cast and production team of “Snooze” attend the movie’s 
premiere last February. Of course, they’re snoozing.
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conservative members of the city council, dis-
tract from the substance of the campaign.

“Folks are ready to stop the political the-
ater, the partisan bickering, and they want to 
get things done for their community, for their 
children, for their grandchildren, for the next 
generation,” Shepard said. “That’s what we 
want to do.”

Shepard says that his primary day per-
formance shows that his proposals around 
homelessness, affordable housing and com-
munity development are resonating.

Neal Allen, an associate professor of politi-
cal science at Wichita State University, chalks 
Shepard’s results up to his connection with 
Wichita’s business community.

“Wichita politics is currently and likely will 

always be very friendly to real estate develop-
ers and any entity that can put forward a claim 
to grow jobs and to support economic devel-
opment,” Allen said. “Joseph Shepard, in his 
campaign, has showed that he will likely be a 
progressive, but business-friendly Democrat.”

Shepard raised nearly $40,000 in cam-
paign donations to DeShazer’s $9,000 before  
primary day.
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Sampson Dempsey, 81
Aug. 26, 1943 - Aug. 1, 2025
Service will be held at 1 pm on 

Sat, Aug.16 at St. James Missionary 
Baptist Church, 1350 N Ash 

Charles “Sto” Dwayne Stovall, 79
Jan. 9, 1946 - Aug. 1, 2025 Service 

will be held at 10 am  on Tue., Aug. 
12 at Old Mission Cemetery. 3424 E 
21st. 

  
Lois Latney, 89

Dec. 24, 1935 - July 29, 2025
Service will be held at 11 a.m. Aug. 20 

at St. Mark Cathedral, 1018 N. Dellrose.

Keith Johnson, 57
June 29, 1968 - July 28, 2025 
Service will be held at 11 am Aug. 

19 at St. James Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1350 N Ash.

Joann Lachelle Presley, 50
Sept. 9, 1974 - July 27, 2025
Service was held Aug. 8 at Mizpah 

Baptist Church. 

Minnie Cudjo, 100
Feb. 8, 1925 - July 25, 2025
Service was held Aug. 7 at New 

Jerusalem Baptist Church.
 

Phyllis Smith, 61
Sept. 19, 1963 - July 24, 2025
Service was held Aug. 8 at North 

Heights Christian Church.

Ester Shirie Duckett – Smith, 72
Sept. 2, 1952 - July 22, 2025
Service was held Aug. 2 at St. Mark 

UMC 

Willie B. Taylor Sr., 91
Feb. 1, 1934 - July 19, 2025
Service was held Aug. 9 at North 

Ash Church of the Nazarene.

PRIMARY, from Page 5 ↓ LOVE, from Page 13 ↓

Wichita City Council District 1
Aujanae Bennett		  405 
Darryl Carrington		 145 
LaWanda DeShazer	 743 
Chris Pumpelly		  601 
Joseph Shepard 		  1,745 
TOTAL			   3,639

serve as a coffee and tea shop 
during the day. They’ll offer 
homemade baked goods for 
breakfast and lunch will also 
be available in this area. This 
side is brighter and more ca-
sual during the day, but for 
those who just want a cocktail, 
it offers an intimate space to 
mix and meet.   

Family, Vision & Drive
While Judie handles the 

kitchen, Love is the out-front 
man.  He’ll handle the front of 
the house, operations, the am-
biance and the crowd. Judie, 
the older sibling by nine 
years, recognizes her brother’s 

added value.  
“His mind is like a race car,” 

she says. “He’s always thinking 
of new ideas and finding the 
right people to bring them to 
life.”

Judie, who spent several 
years in and out of Wichita, 
began spending more time in 
town when mom Shirley Love 
became ill.  After she passed 
in February, he committed 
to staying — and building 
something meaningful in her 
honor.

“The main thing is, we both 
want this so bad,” Judie said. 

They both miss her im-
mensely, but the added value 
in doing this together is they 
know she’d be proud.  

What to Expect
Love & Co. may open in 

phases:
•	 They hope to begin 

drive-thru service for cof-
fee, teas, and spiked lem-
onades around Labor Day

•	 They’re projecting a soft 
opening around Sept. 15

Planned Hours:
•	 Sunday through Thursday: 

5 a.m. – midnight
•	 Fridays & Saturdays: Full 

kitchen open until 2 a.m.
•	 Saturday Brunch: As a 

weekly event

Pricing:
•	 Main dishes will range 

from $15 to $55

WYANDOTTE, from Page 4 ↓

Wyandotte Commission 
District 7

Despite all the interest in 
running for office this year in 
Wyandotte County, Chuck Stites, 
the incumbent commissioner 
from District 7, is running un-
opposed. This will be his second 
term representing the western 
WYCO district. He previously 
served on the Edwardsville City 
Council.



CULTURE & MUSIC

Fans in the Air, Boots on the Ground: 
Inside 2025’s Biggest Black Cultural Hit

Black America’s 2025 
summer anthem might 
be more than just a 

song—it’s a line dance with 
deep cultural roots. “Boots 
on the Ground,” by South 
Carolina rapper 803Fresh, 
has taken over family re-
unions, block parties, cruise 
ships, and festivals across the 
country. Wherever African 
Americans gather, fans wave 
in the air to the viral refrain, 
“Where them fans at?”

The Story Behind the Song
From the moment you hear 

the first fan pop, it’s hard not 
to sing along with South 
Carolina native 803 Fresh’s 
track Boots on the Ground, a 
song deeply rooted in gospel 
and soul influences.

In a March 2025 interview 

with WIS 10, 803 Fresh ex-
plained that the song’s lyrics 
were inspired by his experi-
ence at trail rides, where he 
noticed dancers with fans—
an image that stayed with 
him. “I seen the dancers, they 
had fans,” he said. “And then I 
went to the next trail ride, and 
I didn’t see no fans. So I was 
like, ‘Where the fans at?’ and 
it just went crazy.” 

Where the Dance Comes 
From

While 803 Fresh created the 
song, the dance that’s sweep-
ing social media and cookouts 
alike was brought to life by 
Georgia-based choreographer 
Tre Little. The “Boots on the 
Ground” line dance started as 
a spontaneous moment when 
Little heard the song playing 

in his backyard and felt com-
pelled to move. 

Recording his steps—in-
cluding a stumble or two—he 
shared the dance tutorial on 
social media, and within a 
week, it had gone viral with 
over 100,000 views. What 
began as a happy accident 
quickly became a nationwide 
sensation, with line danc-
ers everywhere learning the 
moves. 

Southern Soul Music  
Boots on the Ground brings 

the Southern Soul genre of 
music to the foreground. 
Southern soul music is a deep-
ly emotional and energetic 
style that emerged from the 
American South in the 1960s, 
combining gospel-inspired 
vocals with the raw grooves 

of rhythm and blues. 
Iconic artists like Clarence 

Carter and Mel Waiters are 
the standards of the genre.  
The songs are known for their 
heartfelt storytelling and 
soulful melodies, like when 

Waiters sings about “having 
his best time at the hole in the 
wall,” and” I came out to have 
a good time, that’s all that’s on 
my mind.. I got my money and 
I got my whiskey and tonight 
I’m  real tipsy.”

Beyonce’s Influence  
The song’s cultural mo-

ment follows the impact of 
Beyoncé’s 2024 “Cowboy 
Carter” album, but in the 
South, trail-ride culture has 
long involved cookouts, color-
ful cowboy attire, and horse-
back rides through neighbor-
hoods, blending celebration 
with heritage.

Line Dance History  
The track joins a long lega-

cy of radio-friendly line danc-
es embraced by Black com-
munities, from the “Electric 
Slide” to the “Cupid Shuffle” 
and “The Wobble.” Like those 
hits, “Boots on the Ground” 
offers a shared experience 
that crosses generational 
lines while honoring cultur-
al history.
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803Fresh, the singer behind the hit Boots on the Ground, 
definitely has a hit, but will he ever be able to top it.


