
The Community Voice 
P.O. Box 20804 
Wichita, KS  67208

Change Service Requested  

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
WICHITA KS
PERMIT NO. 560

Volume 29, No. 23 · communityvoiceks.com ·  November 18, 2022

Clark to Head League 
42’s New Learning 
Center Page 18

Latest Indictment 
Develops Clearer Picture 
of Golubski’s Terror Page 15

Soul of Santa Delivers a 
Culturally Rich Holiday 
Persona Page 24 

A Trusted Voice From The Community’s Perspective   

CleaverCleaver
Congressman  Congressman  

& Author& Author
HIS NEW THRILLER CONFIRMSHIS NEW THRILLER CONFIRMS
HE’S GREAT AT BOTH, PAGE 5HE’S GREAT AT BOTH, PAGE 5



P.O. Box 20804  •  Wichita, KS 67208 
316.681.1155  

PRESS RELEASES:  press@tcvpub.com
ADVERTISING:  adcopy@tcvpub.com

ONLINE
communityvoiceks.com

www.communityvoicekc.com
@CVOICEKS & @CVOICEKC

STAFF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF — Bonita Gooch

PUBLISHER — Kurt Oswald
CREATIVE DIRECTOR — Michael Grant

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Bonita Gooch, P.J. Griekspoor, Wichita Reporter

Simone Garza, Kansas City Reporter
GRAPHIC DESIGN  —  Elaine Guillory 

PRODUCTION EDITOR  —  Glen Sharp
ADVERTISING SALES — Cornell Hill

DISTRIBUTION
WICHITA — Patricia Patterson 

& Alex Newhouse
 

HUTCHINSON — Darrell Pope

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS & MISSOURI 
— Publisher’s Delivery Solutions

VOLUME 29, NUMBER 22
November 4, 2022

The contents of each issue of  The Community Voice 
are copyrighted.  Articles appearing in The Com-
munity Voice may not be reproduced without written 
permission of the publisher.  All rights reserved.  The 
Community Voice is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or photographs. Please enclose a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to guarantee return. 

Advertising rates available upon request. Email 
requests for advertising rates to:  adcopy@tcvpub.com 
or call us at 316-681-1155. 

Kansas City 
e-mail: cVoiceKC@tcvpub.com  
Phone: 316-681-1155  

The Community Voice 
(ISSN 1090-3852) 

Subscribe:  Published biweekly for
$27.95 per year in Sedgwick County,
$35.95 per year outside Sedgwick County by: 
TCV Publishing, Inc. 
2918 E. Douglas
Wichita, KS  67214 
Standard postage paid in Wichita, KS. 

POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to: 
The Community Voice 
P.O. Box 20804 
Wichita, KS  67208

by Voice Staff

Amid massive Republican gains 
in Florida, Democrat Maxwell 
Alejandro Frost became the first 
member of Generation Z to win a 
seat in Congress.

Bucking the Republican and 
old-guy trend, Frost was elected to 
represent the 10th Congressional 
District in Orlando, a seat relin-
quished by Democrat Val Dem-
ings, who lost her Senate challenge 
against incumbent Marco Rubio.

Frost is a former organizer of 
March For Our Lives, the anti-gun-
violence group formed in response 
to the Parkland school shooting 
in 2018, and also worked for the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 
He quit his previous job to run for 
Congress, and drove for Uber to 
pay rent while on the campaign 
trail. 

He hasn’t finished college and 
has instead focused on commu-
nity organizing through his ado-
lescence and early adulthood. 

Frost says his activism was 
shaped as early as elementary 

school, when he learned about 
wealth inequality during the Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement in 
2011.

He centered his campaign 
around issues important to young 
voters: ending gun violence, ad-
dressing climate change, protect-
ing abortion rights, and support-
ing Medicare for all. 

“WE WON!!!! History was made 
tonight. We made history for Flo-
ridians, for Gen Z, and for every-
one who believes we deserve a bet-
ter future. I am beyond thankful 
for the opportunity to represent 
my home in the United States Con-
gress,” Frost tweeted.

Gen Z generally refers to those 
born between the late 1990s to 
early 2010s. To become a member 
of Congress, candidates must be at 
least 25 years old.

The 2022 midterms were the 
first time members of Gen Z could 
run for Congress, which Pew Re-
search Center defines as people 
born between 1997 and 2012. Can-
didates must be 25 years old to 

s e r v e 
in the 
U . S . 

House, 30 to serve in the U.S. Sen-
ate, and 35 to be president.

In 2020, Rep. Madison Caw-
thorn, who was 25 at the time, was 
elected to represent North Caro-
lina and served one term. Before 
that, according to The New York 
Times, the last 25-year-old to serve 
in the House was Thomas Downey, 
a New York Democrat elected in 
1974.

Frost will be much younger 
than most of his peers; the av-
erage age of House members 
is 58. While more than half of 

Americans are millennials (41) or 
younger, they aren’t represented 
generationally in the U.S. Con-
gress — its current membership 
is the oldest in history, Insider 
reports.

Frost won his August primary 
in a crowded 10-candidate race 
of more experienced Democrats, 
with the help of high-profile en-
dorsements from progressive 
leaders including Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass); Rep. Pramila 
Jayapal (D-Wash.); and Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders (I-Vt.)
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Maxwell Frost is First Gen Z Elected to Congress
This Florida congressman-elect was a community 
organizer who hadn’t finished college when he quit his 
job to drive an Uber so he’d have time to campaign. 

At 25-years-old Maxwell Frost just met the minimum age requirement to run 
for congress.
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Byron Allen Networks 
Added to Hulu 

Five television networks of Allen Media 
Group, the company owned and helmed by 
Byron Allen, will be available for streaming 
on Hulu + Live TV.

Now live is the Weather Channel, which is 
widely considered the global 
standard for all news and in-
formation related to weather 
and climate. The Weather 
Channel en Español, the name 
of AMG’s recently debuted 
Spanish-language version, 
will launch soon on Hulu + 
Live TV.

Comedy.TV is devoted to 
the funniest comedians in the business, with 
a range of live performances, game shows, sit-
coms, talk programs, variety shows, and films. 
It, too, is now live on Hulu + Live TV.

Streaming for JusticeCentral.TV, a chan-
nel devoted to the most significant legal cases 
in the world, with Emmy Award-winning or 
nominated court shows, is coming soon, as is 
TheGrio Television Network, promising an ar-
ray of acclaimed movies, documentaries, tele-
vision shows and specials with a distinctly Afri-
can American consumer focus.

“Hulu is a phenomenal platform showcasing 
excellent content,” Allen said. “We are thrilled 

to add our networks to the Hulu + Live TV line-
up, and we look forward to a long relationship 
for years to come.”

Roberta Flack Not Stopping Yet
We’ve just learned that Roberta Flack is suffer-

ing from ALS (otherwise known as Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease). The condition has left her unable to sing 
and with difficulty speaking. 

Manager Suzanne Koga said 
in a release, “It will take a lot 
more than ALS to silence this 
icon.”

And it looks like the disease is 
NOT going to slow down Flack 
as she has a busy year ahead 
with various projects to pro-
mote.

Her documentary “Roberta” 
premiered Nov. 17 in New York at the DOCNYC 
festival, and will be shown on the “American Mas-
ters” series on PBS in January.

Kandi Burruss Sued 
Over 2020 Shooting 

Media personality Kandi Burruss and hus-
band Todd Tucker are being sued over a shoot-
ing that injured a 14-year-old at their family res-
taurant, Old Lady Gang. The first location opened 
in 2018 in the Camp Creek Marketplace shopping 
center in the Atlanta suburb of East Point.

Court documents reveal Tammy Johnson 
and her teenage daughter, Kiya Humphries, 
visited the shopping center on Fri., Feb. 14, 
2020. They were accompanied by another rela-
tive and two other children. The legal claim 

says they encountered a loud 
argument taking place in the 
parking lot before entering 
OLG.

“Kiya Humphries has experi-
enced severe physical and emo-
tional pain and suffering as a 
result of the gunshot wound she 
sustained,” the suit reads. She 
reportedly suffered a gunshot 
wound that required outpost 

medical treatment, including multiple surgeries, 
therapy and counseling to heal from the traumat-
ic experience.

The owners of the shopping center where 
OLG is located and their security team were also 
named in the suit. Humphries believes the busi-
ness knew additional security was needed in 
response to a pattern of criminal acts that took 
place at the shopping center. Humphries is seek-
ing an unspecified amount for negligence, claim-
ing that her family was unaware of the ongoing 
frequency of crimes at the shopping center.

Local station 11Alive reports that three indi-
viduals were shot and injured during the 2020 
shooting, including the intended target. 

‘Black Panther 2’ Has 
Record Opening 

“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” had the 
major challenge of following “Black Panther,” one 
of the biggest blockbusters ever, and had to do 
so without star Chadwick Boseman, who passed 
away in 2020.

Despite all of the challenges, “Wakanda For-
ever” notched a sizable box office opening this 
weekend. The Marvel movie opened to an esti-
mated $180 million in North America, according 
to the film’s studio, Disney.

The opening represents one of the best premieres 
of the year and makes the film the highest-grossing 
debut ever for the month of November. The origi-
nal record belonged to “The Hunger Games: Catch-
ing Fire,” which made $158 million in November 
2013. The box office haul meets most Hollywood 
predictions.

KANDI BURRUSS 
& TODD TUCKER

ROBERTA FLACK

BYRON ALLEN

BLACK PANTHER: WAKANDA FOREVER
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Bobby Bostic Released on Parole After 27 years in Missouri Prison

Discrimination Alleged at ‘Wakanda’ Film Studio Town
by Kate brumbacK, associated Press

A group of Black residents has filed a lawsuit 
claiming racial discrimination in a housing 
development associated with the Georgia film 
studio used to shoot "Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever" and other well-known movies and tele-
vision shows.

The Town at Trilith sits across the street from 
Trilith Studios, which was known as Pinewood 
Atlanta Studios before it was bought by the fam-
ily trust of Dan Cathy, chairman of fast-food gi-
ant Chick-Fil-A. The fast-growing community 
already has about 300 homes and about 1,000 
residents, the lawsuit says.

The five Black current and former residents 
allege in the lawsuit filed Nov. 16 that they ex-
perienced racial discrimination by the develop-
ment's management and faced retaliation when 
they tried to raise concerns.

The Town at Trilith and Trilith Studios in Fay-
etteville, about 25 miles south of downtown At-
lanta, are presented as being "an open inclusive, 
diverse community for all types of people," a 
reputation bolstered by partnerships with com-
panies like Disney, Marvel and Netflix, which 
"espouse and promote values of openness, di-
versity and inclusion," the lawsuit says. But the 

"lived reality at Trilith has been one of racial 
discrimination," say the residents who are suing.

"Trilith gives lip service to say they value these 
principles of diversity that attract these Black 
stories to be produced at their studio while at the 
same time not caring about the actual lives of 
Black people that are there living in that town," 
lawyer Michael Jo'el Smith told the Associated 
Press.

Aubrey and Pamela Williams were among the 
earliest residents, arriving in 2018 and hoping 
it would be a nurturing environment. They par-
ticipated in community events, volunteered and 
were featured in promotional videos to attract 
new residents, they said in a phone interview.

But when the roof of their townhome began 
leaking soon after they moved in, their repeated 
requests to have it replaced were ignored while 
at the same time the roofs of townhomes owned 
by non-Black residents were quickly fixed or 
replaced. They also weren't allowed to install a 
firepit or pergola in their backyard, while non-
Black residents were allowed to do so.

By the time they left Trilith in July, they said, 
they felt disillusioned and disappointed.

Mela Geipel's son was using the develop-
ment's basketball courts in May 2021 when an 

employee or representative of the management 
called police to report an unauthorized person 
using the courts, the lawsuit says. Management 
refused to provide justification, the lawsuit says.

Keyania Otobor, who moved into her town-
home in 2019, said she was visiting Carmen Key, 
who also is Black, when Key's White neighbor 
banged on her door looking for her husband 
and calling Otobor and Key a racial slur in an 

exchange recorded by Key's doorbell camera, 
Otobor said.

There had been other complaints of the wom-
an harassing residents because of their race, and 
the management hadn't taken any action, the 
lawsuit says.

"It's the aggregate of these stories that tells 
you that there is a systemic problem at Trilith," 
Smith, the lawyer, said.

A Black resident and Trilith Development 
employee who served as a community leader 
asked in October 2021 to speak to Cathy, whose 
trust owns the development, about concerns 
over racial discrimination. He was then fired 
and "banned from all future endeavors" at the 
Town at Trilith.

In March, Otobor, the Williamses and Key or-
ganized a community meeting where the rough-
ly 60 attendees elected Key, who is not a plaintiff 
in the suit, to arrange a meeting with Cathy to 
discuss their concerns. Key, who worked as a 
contractor at Trilith Studios, was then banned 
from accessing Trilith Studios property, the law-
suit says.

The lawsuit alleges that these actions were 
meant to send an intimidating message to Black 
residents.

The St. Louis native - behind 
bars since age 16 - was 
among 100 people given 
life sentences as juveniles 
who got a new chance at 
parole with 2021 law.

by rebecca rivas & clara bates, 
the missouri indePendent 

Standing on the Missouri Capitol 
steps moments after being released 
from prison, Bobby Bostic said the 
first place he planned to visit was his 
mother’s grave in St. Louis — a city 
he’d last freely walked in 1995.

“I’m a free man all because of you 
all who supported me,” Bostic, 43, 
said Nov. 9 while surrounded by 
friends and family donning match-
ing sweatshirts that read “Bobby 
Bostic is Free.”

“While I cannot change what hap-
pened so many years ago,” he said, “I 
will mentor and teach young people 
to take a different path than I did 
when I was a young child myself.”

Bostic was imprisoned in 1995 for 
a crime he committed when he was 

16, when he was an accomplice in 
two armed robberies in St. Louis. 

Now-retired St. Louis judge Ev-
elyn Baker sentenced Bostic to 241 
years, with the first chance at parole 
being when Bostic turned 112.

Baker sentenced him to die in 
prison without giving him an offi-
cial life sentence. 

By sentencing him in this way, 
Bostic wasn’t protected under a 
2010 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that 

mandated parole hearings for juve-
niles who’ve been sentenced to life 
without parole. 

Bostic’s case fell into a legal loop-
hole that existed in Missouri and a 
few other states. Missouri courts had 
held that this mandate didn’t apply 
to juveniles like Bostic, who received 
a sentence for multiple offenses that 
added up to life in prison.

All of Bostic’s legal remedies were 
exhausted by 2018, when his peti-
tions to both the Missouri Supreme 
Court and U.S. Supreme Court were 
denied without comment.

But then in 2021, Republican Rep. 
Nick Schroer of O’Fallon, MO, suc-
cessfully pushed legislation to allow 
juveniles who have been sentenced 
to 15 years or more to be eligible for 
parole after serving 15 years in prison. 

Bostic is one of about 100 people 
who got a new chance at parole after 
the law passed. 

Baker, who came to regret how 
she handled the case in 1995, be-
came one of Bostic’s biggest allies, 
appearing as his advocate in front of 

the parole board last year.
Baker was among 26 former judg-

es, prosecutors and law enforcement 
officials who asked the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 2017 to intervene in his case.

Baker signed the amici curiae 
brief asking that the Supreme Court 
apply its 2010 decision in Graham v. 
Florida to Bostic’s case.

In that ruling, the court ruled it is 
unconstitutional to sentence a juve-
nile to life without the possibility of 
parole for non-homicide crimes. 

In 2020, Baker visited Bostic in 
prison. 

She heard how he grew up in ex-
treme poverty and was introduced 
to alcohol and drugs at a young age. 
Gun violence was a daily reality.

He had few opportunities to 
thrive as a child, Baker said, and it’s 
what led him to the crime that land-
ed him in prison.

“Bobby should’ve had a chance,” 
Baker said at Bostic’s release, ex-
plaining that only after she sen-
tenced him did she learn that teen-
agers’ brains aren’t fully developed.

The Town at Trilith and Trilith Studios in Fayette-
ville, about 25 miles south of downtown Atlanta, 
bolstered by companies like Disney, Marvel and 
Netflix, hat film there.  But residents says the 
community bolstered by  are presented as be-
ing open and diverse, but they’re not.  

Bobby Bostic, a St. Louis-native who was 16 when sentenced to 241 years in 
prison, was paroled Nov. 9 and spoke at a press conference at the Missouri State 
Capitol. Retired St. Louis judge Evelyn Baker (right) ordered his life sentence but 
later became among his biggest advocates for parole.(Clara Bates/ Missouri 
Independent)
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Cleaver Arrives as an Author with ‘American Coup: A Political Thriller’ 
by bonita Gooch

President Chase Hastings is a megalomaniac. 
A wealthy and unscrupulous businessman who 
has unclear ties to dangerous world leaders, he’s 
aligned himself with the country’s “basket of 
deplorables,” and constantly provokes division, 
even his own party.

The nation is at the edge while he does noth-
ing to bring it back, and he remains totally intol-
erant of anyone who doesn’t see things his way.  

The year isn’t 2016; it’s 2030, and technology 
has advanced.  

People are implanted with chips that they 
initially agreed to because it allowed them to 
conveniently cash out at restaurants and stay 
constantly connected to the internet.  But now, 
they’re not allowed to turn off the chips, and 
something more nefarious seems to be happen-
ing with the technology.  

Legal immigration across the nation’s south-
ern border is still rampant, and President Hast-
ings, backed by supporting militia, has gotten 
more aggressive and violent about closing the 
borders.  In addition, recognizing the power of 
the church and marshaling the support of reli-
gious extremists, he brings an end to the sepa-
ration of church and state - and all of this from 
a man who doesn’t appear to have any real reli-
gious beliefs.  

But believe for certain, everything President 
Hastings does is with President Hastings’ best 
interest at heart.  

Reporter Jay Patterson, who’s been following 
and writing negative stories about Hastings for 
years, knows how dangerous he really is.  

So, when Patterson begins receiving clues 
from a “Deep Throat”-type character, he begins 
to discover what Hastings is really up to. He dis-
covers more than democracy is at stake, and he’s 
determined to get to the bottom of the mystery, 
no matter what it takes.  

That’s the plot of “American Coup,” a clever 
and suspense-filled novel by Congressman 
Emanuel Cleaver II.  

Since 2005, Cleaver has served as the 5th Dis-
trict congressman from Missouri. Kansas City 
residents have known him as an elected official 
since 1979, when he was first elected to the city 
council and then as mayor for eight years. And 
as far back as 1972, they knew him as a United 
Methodist pastor.  

But very few knew him as a talented writer and 
creative storyteller with a vivid imagination. 

Cleaver says his whole life’s path directed him 
toward writing this book.  

Early Days 
Cleaver grew up in Wichita Falls, TX, with 

three sisters.  With no brothers, and sisters with 
different interests, he says he often played alone.  

When he played cowboys, he would play all 
the characters, a practice he says helped him 
develop his imagination.  

His writing and his public speaking skills, 
he says, were forced on him by his high school 
speech teacher, Alma Holland.  

“I used to believe God sent her into my life 
to destroy me. She was on me all the time,” he 
said.  

Cleaver admits he was immature and didn’t 
understand why she pushed him so hard, es-
pecially when he saw her letting others get by 
with doing less. 

“I’m not going to need this,” Cleaver says he 
told her. “Her response was, ‘You never know 
what you’re going to need, and I hope you need 
this.’” 

A cousin of Cleaver’s, James Patterson, lived 
in nearby Lubbock, TX, and ran the local Black 
newspaper.  

Knowing the high-school-aged Cleaver loved 
football, Patterson gave him a chance to report 
on sports for the newspaper, further develop-
ing his writing skills.  

However, nothing prepared Cleaver more as 
a writer and creative storyteller than 40 years 
as a minister, which required writing and de-
livering a weekly sermon.  

“Most preachers tell some kind of story dur-
ing a sermon,” said Cleaver. “I would suggest 
that, when that happens, the congregation is at 
its high level of listening.”

Over the years, Cleaver got pretty good at 

telling stories.  
“I always tell young preachers to learn how 

to tell stories, if you want people to remember 
what you said,” said Cleaver, noting that Jesus 
was an awfully good storyteller.  

From Storyteller to Author
When he was growing up, his cousins would al-

ways ask him to tell stories, and even today at fam-
ily gatherings, his grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews often ask him to share 
a story.  

However, he says, the encouragement to write a 
book came from his fellow members of Congress.  

For almost six years, he delivered the blessing 
over the weekly Democratic Caucus breakfast 
meeting. Over the years, the blessings grew into 
short stories that each had a moral.  

“People would remember those stories and they 
would come up and talk to me about them,” said 
Cleaver.  

Over the years, people would tell him he should 
put the stories in a book. He didn’t think a book 
of disconnected stories would work, but often the 
brief stories he shared involved members of his 
family or someone he knew in situations that were 
often manufactured or fictitious.  

Cleaver decided that was the kind of book he 
wanted to write – a book full of exaggerated char-
acters.  

Writing 
Once he decided he was going to write a nov-

el, he was determined to stay committed to the 
task, so he set aside 45 to 50 minutes per day for 
writing, usually at night before heading to bed.  

When he started the book, he didn’t know 
what it was going to be about and he admits 
that halfway through, he didn’t know how it 
was going to end.  

He pays homage to several key people in his 
life in “American Coup.” 

President Hastings is named after his dear 
friend Congressman Alcee Hastings, Cleaver 
said, who unfortunately died before the book 
was complete. The reporter Patterson is named 
after his cousin James Patterson, who gave him 
a job as a sports reporter.  

Despite any resemblances to President Don-
ald Trump, Cleaver is clear, the book isn’t about 
Trump.  

He says most of what he wrote was on paper 
well before anything in real life actually oc-
curred.  

When he decided to write a book about a 
megalomaniacal president, he figured most of 
what he would write would be an exaggeration.  
A lot of it is, but not as much of a stretch as he 
had originally thought.  

There’s a section in the book where President 
Hastings goes to the border to address illegal 
immigration.  

“At first, I had the president shooting and kill-
ing people crossing the border,” Cleaver said. 

He decided that wasn’t realistic. Instead, he 
wrote the story as the president’s people ar-
ranging a “photo op.” A border guard shoots a 
person trying to cross into the country, but it 
turns out to be a farce. For participating in the 
charade, the man and his family get to immi-
grate into the country and are taken care of for 
life.

Cleaver says he eventually realized his origi-
nal idea wasn’t as outrageous as he thought: 

“It turned out, Trump asked the question of 
his attorney general, ‘Can I shoot people cross-
ing the border?’ People talked him out of it.”

‘AMERICAN COUP:  
A POLITICAL THRILLER’
By Congressman Emanuel Cleaver II
This first novel by Kansas City’s long-
serving congressman is a great political 
thriller that will make a great holiday gift for 
anyone who likes politics, people who like 
thrillers, or people who appreciate a good 
read.  
The book can be purchased at area book-
stores including: Barnes and Noble, Ama-
zon and many independent bookstores.  
It’s just $9.99.  
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Surge of High-Profile Black Candidates Doesn’t Produce Much
Only newcomer to win 
a race is Wes Moore in 
Maryland. 

by bonita Gooch

Of the 17 Black candidates com-
peting in high-profile races across 
the country, only one newcomer 
prevailed in the Nov. 8 elections. 

Wes Moore, a Democrat, defeated 
far-right Republican Dan Cox to be-
come the first Black person elected 
governor in Maryland history.  

The 44-year-old is a former in-
vestment banker, Johns Hopkins 
University football player and grad-
uate, Rhodes Scholar, Army para-
trooper and officer in Afghanistan, 
and White House fellow who once 
led the Robin Hood Foundation, the 
country’s largest poverty-fighting 
nonprofit.

In the race without an incumbent, 
Moore  defeated a first-time state 
legislator who attended the “Stop 
the Steal” rally on Jan. 6, 2021. 

With his win, Moore became only 
the third Black politician elected 
governor in the United States — after 
Virginia’s Douglas Wilder in 1989 
and Deval Patrick of Massachusetts 
in 2006. 

But his win somes after the fail-
ure of other quality back candidates 
who failed to prevail in statewide 
elections in Maryland, despite the 
fact that the state has a two to one 
Democratic majority.  In addition, 
Maryland is one of only two states 
in the country that has a majority-
minority population, according to 
the 2020 U.S. Census.(Nevada is the 
the other state)  

Despite having faced a popular 
Republican incumbent with signifi-
cantly more money and a moderate 
message, former NAACP president 
and 2018 Maryland Democratic 
nominee for governor Ben Jealous 
wasn’t able to prevail.  

Some say candidates of color are 
held to a different standard by the 
voters, the media and party leaders, 
required to run near-perfect races. 
Others fault the state Democratic 
Party’s structure, saying it has failed 
to fully embrace Black candidates 
in a state where Democrats hold a 
2-to-1 registration advantage over 
Republicans.

Jealous does not lay the blame for 
his loss on his liberal message, as 
many Democratic leaders and ana-
lysts have. Instead, he largely faults 
former Senate president Thomas V. 
Mike Miller Jr., who was the de facto 
head of the state Democratic Party, 
and a political machine that he said 
never fully rallied behind his candi-
dacy. It’s an explanation that reso-
nates with other Black leaders, too.

Then-Rep. Donna F. Edwards, who 
is Black and ran for U.S. Senate in 
2016, criticized Miller during her 
campaign for describing her oppo-
nent, then-Rep. Chris Van Hollen, as 
being “born to the job.”

Miller, the nation’s longest-serv-
ing state Senate president, died in 
January 2021. His death, more than 
anything, may have cleared the way 
for Moore’s win

Other Governor Races 
In Georgia, Democrat Stacey 

Abrams lost her bid to become the 
nation’s first Black female governor 
in her rematch against Republican 
Gov. Brian Kemp.

Other Black politicians running 
for governor were all Democrats. 
They included Yolanda Flowers, 
Alabama; and Deidre De Jear, Iowa, 
who like Abrams, both took on an 
incumbent.   Chris Jones, in Arkan-
sas, didn’t vie against a Republican, 
but lost to former President Donald 
Trump’s ex-press secretary, Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders. Sanders' father, 
Mike Huckabee, is a former Arkan-
sas governor.  

Senate Races 
There were 12 Black candidates 

for the U.S. Senate. So far only South 
Carolina incumbent Tim Scott, a Re-
publican from South Carolina, has 
prevailed.  His race had two African 
Americans competing against each 

other, with Scott vying against Krys-
tle Matthews.  

Similar to the governor races, 
most of the candidates vied against 
incumbents. Losing to incumbents 
were Democrats: Natalie James, los-
ing in Arkansas to John Boozman; 
Gary Chambers, losing Louisiana to 
John Kennedy; Charles Booker, los-
ing in Kentucky to Rand Paul; and 
Val Demings, losing in Florida to 
Marco Rubio.

Joe Pinion, a Black Republican, 
lost to incumbent Charles Schumer 
in New York.  

In Alabama, Democrat Will Boyd 
lost to Trump-endorsed candidate 
Katie Britt.  Although she wasn’t an 
incumbent, Britt served as chief of 
staff to current Alabama Sen. Rich-
ard Shelby, who decided not to seek 
reelection.  

In Wisconsin, Democrat and cur-
rent Wisconsin Lt. Gov. Mandela 
Barnes trailed incumbent Ron John-
son by about 26,000 votes, or about 
1%, and finally conceded days later.  

Finally, the race was too close to 
call in Georgia between Democratic 
incumbent Raphael Warnock and 
Republican Herschel Walker. With 
three candidates in the race, neither 
Walker nor Warnock were able to 
secure more than 50% of the vote. 
By Georgia law, if neither candidate 
receives more than 50% of the votes, 
a run-off is required. The runoff will 
be held Dec. 6. 

Shades of the Obamas: Democrat 
Wes Moore, right, stands on stage 
with his wife, Dawn, second from left, 
their son, Jamie, left, and their daugh-
ter, Mia, before speaking to support-
ers during an election-night gathering 
after he was declared the winner of 
the Maryland gubernatorial race, 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022, in Baltimore. 
(AP Photo/Julio Cortez
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By P.J. GrieksPoor

For 43 years, Kansas Legal Services 
Director Marilyn Harp has been a fa-
miliar face for people in poverty facing 
legal issues. This month, she’ll retire. 

But she won’t stop working.
“I’m looking forward to becoming 

a citizen lobbyist at the State Legisla-
ture, fighting for changes in the law 
that I think need to be made to make 
the justice system just for everybody,” 
she said.

She’s already had some experience 
at that in her leadership role at KLS.

In 2018, her efforts were instrumen-
tal in getting the law amended to allow 
attorneys practicing in Kansas under 
a restricted license to volunteer with 
KLS. 

Restricted license allows an attorney 

licensed in another 
state but not in Kan-
sas to provide legal 
services to a Kansas 
company. But it pro-
hibited that attorney 
from working for 
anyone except his 
employer.

That concerned Sean Tarantino, an 
attorney at Koch Industries who is li-
censed in Illinois but not in Kansas.

Before coming to Wichita, Tarantino 
had been active in offering pro bono 
(free) legal services for people who 
couldn’t afford a lawyer, including peo-
ple seeking to expunge a criminal record 
that prevented them from getting a job, 
renting a home or a host of other things.

“I’ve always felt that it’s so unfair 

that someone who made a mistake 20 
years ago has a life sentence of unem-
ployment or marginal employment,” 
he said. “I really wanted to continue 
the work in Wichita and the head of 
our legal department wanted us to be 
able to do it too.”

With Harp’s help, the law was 
amended in September 2018 and 
Harp helped Koch launch its expunge-
ment program.

Fast Growth Shows Huge Need
The program has grown rapidly. 

Koch Legal now has 30 attorneys in the 
program and they have expunged 157 
cases since 2018.

Harp said it is important for people 
to understand what expungement 
does, and, more importantly, what it 
doesn’t do.

Expungement removes an arrest or 
conviction from the public record. It 
does not mean that record is erased. It 

simply is shielded from showing up on 
a standard background check. 

But that shield can be life changing. 
Many employers deny a job to those 
with a felony conviction on their re-
cord. Landlords can refuse to rent to 
them, they can’t travel freely, obtain 
federal student aid, qualify for low-
income housing or even do many vol-
unteer jobs. 

Harp said expungements are the 
most-sought services at Kansas Legal 
Services, but they also have a large cli-
ent base seeking help with getting driv-
ers licenses restored.

Those who lose their license to drive 
are overwhelmingly poor people. 

“It often starts with a bill they 
couldn’t pay, such as insurance or a 
traffic violation fine. Then they get 
stopped and there’s a warrant for the 
fine and they get taken to jail. If they 
have no insurance, that generates a 
ticket and a fine – often a fine that they 

can’t pay. It just snowballs and eventu-
ally their license is revoked,” she said.

Kansas Legal Services does not han-
dle criminal cases. For people charged 
with crimes but unable to pay for a 
lawyer, a public defender can be ap-
pointed by the court. 

KLS handles civil cases, like landlord-
tenant disputes, divorce, child custody, 
child support collection, wage garnish-
ments, and a host of other issues.

Access to Justice is Not Just
Statistics show that low income 

people cannot afford legal help for 
97% of the problems they may face. 

“One thing the justice system 
doesn’t take into account in setting 
fines is the income of the defendant. 
It’s just, ‘this ticket is $100 or $200.’ 
For some people that is 0.1% of their 
monthly income. For others it’s 25% 
or 30%. That’s something that ought 
to change.”
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Marilyn Harp Retires from Kansas Legal Services, but Her Legacy will Live On
As state director of KLS, Marilyn Harp was the quiet 
power behind the service that guarantees legal help  
for thousands in need.  

HARP
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First Leadership Training from Wichita Urban Professionals is Big Success
ICT UP sees 29 young 
professionals graduate 
from inaugural Fast 
Track training program & 
plans to make training an 
annual event. 

By P.J. GrieksPoor

The inaugural class has 
graduated from The Fast 
Track, a Black Professional 
Leadership Program facili-
tated by the Kansas Leader-
ship Center through Wichita 
Urban Professionals, an orga-
nization dedicated to empow-
ering the city’s young, diverse 
and talented ages 18 to 45.  

The program was sponsored 
by Spirit AeroSystems. 

There were 29 members in 
the class, which was the first 
leadership training offered by 
Wichita Urban Professionals.  

The program was conducted 
in four evening sessions, held 

two weeks apart. Each session 
featured three to five speak-
ers who offered education on 
different aspects of successful 
leadership based on the Kan-
sas Leadership Center’s phi-
losophy of leadership as an 
activity, not a position.

Danielle Johnson, with the  
Wichita Urban Professional 
Leadership Squad, 
said the four-ses-
sion course was 
widely praised by 

the participants.
“They said it was an amaz-

ing opportunity to hone their 
leadership skills and build 
community,” she said. “They 
were able to connect with 
professionals across a range 
of industries and gain insight 
from leaders who openly and 
authentically shared their 

personal and professional ex-
periences.”

The course is designed to 
empower the city's young, di-
verse and talented profession-
als, equipping them with the 
tools needed to achieve both 
their career and personal goals.

Creating LeadershipTo-
gether

The Young Urban Profes-
sionals began their relation-
ship with KLC by applying 
to be part of “Creating Lead-
ership Together,” a program 
that offers in-kind leader-
ship development train-
ing and program design 
consulting for each of the 
Kansas-based organizations 
selected as partners in the 
program. 

Each partner received 
$10,000 in seed money for 
their first programs.

The program and funding 
were a good match for Wich-
ita Urban Professionals with 
their mission of “developing 
a rising network of Black 
leaders to improve the ur-
ban community of Wichita.”  

Johnson said the organi-
zation hopes to make the 
training program an annual 
event, open to a new class of 
professionals every year.

The program is open to 
any young professional but 
is aimed at gaining more 
participation from young 
Black professionals. Partici-
pants in The Fast Track do 
not have to be members of 
ICT UP, but they are offered 
half-price membership after 
graduation. 

THE GRADUATES
Members of the inaugural class of leadership training are:
Raven Alexander, Ayana Allen, Rose-Susie Amadi, Denisha Atkins, 

Shashia Beard, McKenzie Boyd, Omarian Brantley, Desmond Bryant, 
Malcolm Carter, Tamika Dawson, Laurie Fortner, Tasha Hayes, Lindsi 
Hoy,  Sonia Inamugisha, Selena Jackson, Gabrielle Jones, Veronica 
Kelly,  Muriel Love, Candace Malone, Jesse Miller, Roland Mumford, 
Yusef Presley, Ilaysha Reed, Jazmine Rogers, Kennisha Rolfe, Leslie 
Springfield, NaTasha Tooley, Monica Wilson, and Paige Williams.

Beaming new 
graduates look up 
to the camera after 
graduation from 
The Fast Track, a 
Black professional 
training program 
offered by the 
Kansas Leadership 
Center & ICT UP. 
Photo by Malcolm 
Carter.
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Holiday Shopping: Buy Black Saturday Events 
As the Christmas shopping season 
kicks off, consider supporting 
community businesses with  
your holiday dollars.  

by Voice Staff

Okay, it’s official: Halloween is now the of-
ficial starting day for the holiday season and 
retailers are trying to squeeze your holiday dol-
lars out of your wallet well before Black Friday.  

Small local Black vendors are once again try-
ing to get holiday shoppers’ attention, without 
huge advertising budgets and expensive store 
fronts.  

Enter community organizations who are spon-
soring Black Saturday shopping experiences. 

These events bring together an assortment 
of small Black businesses into one location for 
cultural, community-based holiday shopping 
events.  

Kansas City
Back for their 10th year is the granddaddy 

of them all, the National Black United Front’s 

Buy Black Saturday event is Sat., Nov. 26,10 
a.m.- 3 p.m. at the Linwood YMCA, 3800 Lin-
wood Blvd, Kansas City, MO. This free, family-
friendly event includes music, food, games and 
prizes.  If you’re interested in being a vendor, 
go to nbufkansascity.org/vendor-registration.  

Generating Income for Tomorrow (GIFT) 
has been holding monthly Black-business 
shopping markets most of 2022, typically on 

the third Saturday of the month. This month, in 
support of the holiday shopping season, they’re 
moving their monthly popup to Sat., Nov. 26, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at their center, 5008 
Prospect Ave., Kansas City, MO.  

They are no longer accepting vendors for this 
event, but according to their schedule, they’ll 
be back again with their regular monthly ven-
dor opportunity ahead of Christmas, on Sat., 
Dec. 17, and they’re still accepting vendors. Go 
to their website soon, since space is limited, to 
reserve your space at KansasCityGift.org/popup.  

Art Garden KC and The Soul of Santa “Do 
Good’‘ Foundation are co-sponsoring this Soul 
of Santa Holiday Market at the Gregg Klice 
Community Center, 1600 E. 17th Ter. This 
art fair will  have vendors, artists and makers 
selling everything from jewelry to home decor. 
There will also be warm beverages and a heated 
outdoor marketplace. Dec. 2 - 4, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

Wichita
Bringing it Black is taking the Buy Black 

holiday shopping concept to a whole new lev-
el.  They’re kicking off the holiday season with 
a holiday season kickoff event on Sat., Nov. 26, 
but in addition, they’re providing small busi-
nesses a place to market their items throughout 
the holiday season. 

They’re sponsoring an ongoing holiday 
market Dec. 1 - Dec. 30.  Vendors can register 
for a two-day, weekly or monthly vending op-
portunity.  

Bringing Black will be doing all of this from 
a new location in downtown Wichita, at 600 
E. Douglas.  Sat., Nov. 26, is the grand opening 
for the location as well as the Buy Black holi-
day shopping event from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Rib-
bon cutting for their new location will be at 1 
p.m.The location will also be open for shopping 
daily in December. So far, no hours have been 
announced for the month-long market. 

Based on their last events, shoppers can ex-
pect a mix of small businesses, including fash-
ions, artists, food, home decor and jewelry.  

If you’re interested in being a vendor, go to 
facebook.com/bringingitblack. 

Vendors at Buy Black events will offer a variety of 
unique gifts.
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By Voice Staff

Jackson County Executive Frank 
White Jr. plans to provide $1 million in 
funds for women who seek out-of-state 
reproductive health services.

Although the funds are not directly 
used for abortions, they can help cover 
travel expenses, lodging and childcare.

If approved by the Jackson County Leg-
islature, the County Executive’s Repro-
ductive Equity Fund would also provide 
support for organizations that are already 
providing reproductive healthcare access 
in the region, like lactation support, dou-
las and postpartum support. 

“As elected leaders, it is our respon-
sibility to take action when our com-
munity is in danger and it is clear that 
the Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe 
v. Wade has created a major health cri-
sis in Jackson County,” said White. “The 
Jackson County Reproductive Equity 
Fund will provide support for women 
of all ages and circumstances, including 
victims of rape and incest who are now 
legally forbidden from terminating the 
pregnancy of their assailant.”

With the overturning of Roe v. Wade 
this summer, Missouri has criminalized 
abortions with no exceptions for rape 
or incest. In August, most of the Jackson 
County Legislature rejected placing an 
advisory referendum on the November 
ballot to ask voters if they think Missouri’s 
abortion ban should be repealed to en-
sure safe and legal access to abortion. 

The proposed measure would have 

provided an opportunity for voters to 
inform elected officials about their posi-
tion on the issue.

White disagrees with the belief that 
abortion is not a local government issue.

“It is extremely important that we all, 
especially those of us elected to serve our 
communities, step up and do everything 
we can to provide the support necessary, 
while also working to ensure that repro-
ductive health services are once again 
legal, safe, accessible and affordable in 
Jackson County,” he said.

“County Executive White is absolute-
ly right – cities, counties and states are 
now the battlegrounds for reproductive 
equity and maternal health.” said Jalen 
Anderson, 1st District At-Large Legisla-
tor, who supports and is a co-sponsor of 
the Reproductive Equity Fund in Jack-
son County. 

“Once established,” Anderson said, 
“the fund will help Jackson County pro-
vide the support that so many women 
now need, while also helping to reduce 
the damage done to our community by 
the obliteration of Roe.”
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Jackson Co. Exec Plans Reproductive Equity FundFree COVID 19 Home Test  
Available for Kansas Residents 
by Voice Staff

All Kansas households can 
now visit AccessCovidTests.org 
to place an order for a second 
round of free at-home COV-
ID-19 test kits. Amazon will 
deliver the test kits directly to 
your house.

Testing before holiday 
gatherings is one way to pre-
vent spreading COVID-19 to 
family and friends. Frequent 
testing is especially impor-
tant for those with more ex-
posure outside the home, 
such as kids in school or 
people who spend time in a 
group setting. By visiting Ac-
cessCovidTests.org, Kansans 
will be able enter their ZIP 
code to order free, rapid, at-
home COVID-19 test kits.

The tests are made avail-
able by the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environ-

ment (KDHE), in partnership 
with the Rockefeller Foun-
dation’s public charity, RF 
Catalytic Capital and Project 
Access to Covid Tests (Project 
ACT). 

Kansans who need more 
support in ordering can 
call 866-534-3463 (866-KD-
HEINF).

If you need additional 
testing, please visit KnowBe-
foreYouGoKS.com to find a 
free testing site in your com-
munity.

Jackson County Executive Frank White 
and Jackson County Commissioner Manny 
Abarca are cosponsoring a bill to establish 
a $1 million Reproductive Equity Fund.

Additional testing 
remains free at a number 
of locations across the 
state.  For a list of loca-
tions in your area go to:  
https://www.coronavirus.
kdheks.gov/280/COVID-
19-Testing
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by Voice Staff

The younger readers in our audi-
ence probably haven’t heard family 
conversations like “so and so (you fill 
in the name) got sugar and they had to 
amputate his/her leg.”  

Those were the days when people 
knew little about what caused diabe-
tes, let alone its real name. 

Still 50 or more years later, Black 
people are still disproportionately dy-
ing from the disease and dispropor-
tionately having their limbs amputat-

ed because of it. 
If it’s a disease that doesn’t run in 

your family, count yourself lucky, but 
prepare. Get the information you need 
to understand the disease, what causes 
it, and how to live – not die – with it. 

Type 2 Diabetes
Type 2 diabetes, which used to be 

known as adult-onset diabetes, re-
mains more common in older adults, 
but the increase in the number of chil-
dren with obesity has led to more cases 
of type 2 diabetes in younger people.

There's no cure for type 2 diabetes, 
but losing weight, eating well and 
exercising can help you manage the 
disease. If diet and exercise aren't 
enough to manage your blood sugar, 
you may also need diabetes medica-
tions or insulin therapy.

What Causes Type 2 Diabetes?
When you're healthy, your pancre-

as (an organ behind your stomach) 

releases insulin that circulates in the 
bloodstream, enabling sugar to enter 
your cells.

The amount of sugar in your 

bloodstream drops. In response to 
this drop, the pancreas releases less 
insulin.

Diabetes happens when one or 

more of the following occurs:
In type 1 diabetes, your pancreas 

doesn't make any insulin. 
In type 2 diabetes, this process of 

moving sugar into your blood stream 
doesn't work well. Instead of insulin 
moving glucose into your cells, sugar 
builds up in your bloodstream.

As blood sugar levels increase, 
the insulin-producing beta cells in 
the pancreas release more insulin. 
Eventually these cells become im-
paired and can't make enough insu-
lin to meet the body's demands.This 
can damage many areas of the body. 
Also, since cells aren't getting the glu-
cose they need, they don't work the 
way they should.

Risk Factors
Factors that may increase your risk 

of type 2 diabetes include:
Weight. Being overweight or 

obese is a main risk.
Fat distribution. Storing fat main-

12 HEALTH THE COMMUNITY VOICE   |   November 18, 2022

Diabetes: What is It, What Causes It & What Prevents It?
November is Diabetes 
Awareness Month. Info 
on what causes it, its 
prevention and treatments 
are much clearer now 
than back in the days 
when folks used to say 
“She/he got sugar” - yet 
African Americans are still 
twice as likely to die from 
diabetes as White people.
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Uncontrolled Diabetes can lead to lots of different complications
by Voice Staff

Heart and blood vessel disease. Diabe-
tes increases the risk of some problems 
with the heart and blood vessels. These 
include coronary artery disease with 
chest pain (angina), heart attack, stroke, 
narrowing of the arteries (atherosclero-
sis) and high blood pressure.

Nerve damage (neuropathy). Too 
much sugar in the blood can injure the 
walls of the tiny blood vessels (capil-
laries) that feed the nerves. This is es-
pecially true in the legs. This can cause 
tingling, numbness, burning or pain. 
This usually begins at the tips of the toes 
or fingers and spreads upward. Poorly 
controlled blood sugar could cause you 
to lose all sense of feeling in the affected 
limbs over time.

Damage to the nerves that affect the 
digestive system can cause problems 
with nausea, vomiting, diarrhea or con-

stipation. For men, erectile dysfunction 
may be an issue.

Kidney damage (nephropathy). The 
kidneys have millions of tiny blood ves-
sels that keep waste from entering the 
blood. Diabetes can damage this sys-
tem. Severe damage can lead to kidney 
failure or end-stage kidney disease that 
can't be reversed. End-stage kidney dis-
ease needs to be treated with mechanical 
filtering of the kidneys (dialysis) or a kid-
ney transplant.

Eye damage. Diabetes can damage 
the blood vessels in the retina (part of the 
eye that senses light) (diabetic retinopa-
thy). This could cause blindness. Diabe-
tes also increases the risk of other serious 
vision conditions, such as cataracts and 
glaucoma.

Foot damage. Nerve damage in the 
feet or poor blood flow to the feet in-
creases the risk of some foot complica-

tions. Left untreated, cuts and blisters 
can become serious infections. These in-
fections may need to be treated with toe, 
foot or leg removal (amputation).

Skin and mouth conditions. Diabetes 
may leave you more prone to infections 
of the skin and mouth. These include 
bacterial and fungal infections. Gum dis-
ease and dry mouth also are more likely.

Pregnancy complications. High 
blood sugar levels can be dangerous for 
both the parent and the baby. The risk of 
miscarriage, stillbirth and birth defects 
increases when diabetes isn't well-con-
trolled. For the parent, diabetes increases 
the risk of diabetic ketoacidosis, diabetic 
eye problems (retinopathy), pregnancy-
induced high blood pressure and pre-
eclampsia.

Sources:  WebMD, Mayoclinic, Ameri-
can Diabetes Association and minority-
health.hhs.gov. 

ly in your abdomen — rather than your hips and thighs — indi-
cates a greater risk. Your risk of type 2 diabetes rises if you're a 
man with a waist circumference above 40 inches (101.6 centime-
ters) or a woman with a measurement above 35 inches.

Inactivity. The less active you are, the greater your risk. Physi-
cal activity helps control your weight, uses up glucose as energy 
and makes your cells more sensitive to insulin.

Although not everyone with type 2 diabetes, according to 
WebMD, being overweight, obesity and an inactive lifestyle are 
two of the most common causes of type 2 diabetes. These things 
are responsible for about 90% to 95% of diabetes cases in the 
United States.

Family history. The risk of type 2 diabetes increases if your 
parent or sibling has type 2 diabetes.

Race and ethnicity. Although it's unclear why, people of cer-
tain races and ethnicities — including Black, Hispanic, Native 
American and Asian people, and Pacific Islanders — are more 
likely to develop type 2 diabetes than White people are.

Blood lipid levels. An increased risk is associated with low 
levels of high-density lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol — the "good" 
cholesterol — and high levels of triglycerides.

Age. The risk of type 2 diabetes increases as you get older, es-
pecially after age 45.

Sources:  WebMD, Mayoclinic, American Diabetes Association 
and minorityhealth.hhs.gov.  
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by bonita Gooch

If the 2022 midterm elections 
have you worn out on politics, get 
ready.  

If you live in Missouri, you won’t 
get much of a break 
from election poli-
ticking. The next 
round of elections – 
for municipal posi-
tions – is April 6.  

That may seem 
like six months 
away, but the elec-
tion cycle is already 
underway. Potential candidates 
have been pondering their runs for 
months or even years.  

The official campaign season gets 
underway Dec. 6, when candidate 
filing opens. The deadline for filing 
ends Dec. 27, and with the holidays 
behind, the races are on.  

Kansas City
The Kansas City Council is com-

posed of 12 members and the mayor, 
with all of the seats up for election. 
The seats are divided into six geo-

graphical districts, 
with two council 
members represent-
ing each of the dis-
tricts.  

One of the repre-
sentatives from the 
district is voted on 
by members of the 
district only. The 

other district representative is an at-
large position with all residents of 
the city voting in each of the six at-
large district races.  

With terms limited to two four-
year terms for members of the Kan-
sas City Council, half of the 12 cur-
rent members will not be able to seek 

reelection. This opens the path for a 
set of fresh faces and perspectives on 
the city council.  

Representatives from the 3rd and 
5th districts and the mayor are Afri-
can American.  

Not able to run again due to term 
limits are:

Heather Hall – Dist. 1 
Dan Fowler – Dist. 2 
Teresa Loar – Dist. 2 At-Large 
Lee Barnes – Dist. 5 At-Large 
Kevin McManus  – Dist. 6  
Andrea Bough – Dist. 6 At-Large 
Able to run again are:  
Kevin O’Neill – Dist. 1 
Melissa Robinson – Dist. 3 
Brandon Ellington – Dist. 3 At-

Large
Katheryn Shields – Dist. 4 At-Large 
Eric Bunch – Dist. 4 
Ryana Parks – Dist. 5 
Quinton Lucas – Mayor 

Grandview
In Grandview, there are six alder-

men, elected from wards, and the 
mayor. They’re all elected to two-year 
terms, without limits on the number of 
terms they can serve. This year half of 
the aldermen, one from each ward, and 
the mayor are up for election.  In Grand-
view, three aldermen (one is a woman) 
and the  mayor are African American.

Up for election are: 
Damon Randolph – Ward 1 
Dan Hartman – Ward 2 
John Maloney – Ward 3 
Leonard Jones – Mayor 

Raytown 
Raytown has 12 aldermen/women, 

with two elected from each district 
for four-year terms, and a mayor. The 
terms for alderman expire on staggered 
years, with the city’s elections held on 
even-numbered years.  

So half of the districts and the mayor 
are up for election this year.  

With growing diversity in the city, 
there is more opportunity for increas-
ing diversity and representation on the 
council. Bonnaye Mims, who is Black, 
has served as an alderwoman since 
2017 and her seat isn’t up until 2025.  In 
2021, Loretha Hayden, also Black, fur-
ther increased the diversity of the city’s 
elected body. Her first term ends in 2025.

Lee’s Summit 
Lee’s Summit has eight council 

members elected by districts and a 
mayor. Two members are elected from 
each of four different geographical dis-
tricts. They serve a maximum of two, 
four-year terms with the terms stag-
gered to expire every two years.  

The next Lee’s Summit council elec-
tion isn’t until 2024, but with the chang-
ing demographics of the city, there may 
be an opportunity to increase the diver-
sity and representation on the council, 
which does not currently have any Afri-
can-American members.  
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Jackson Co. Legislature Has a Whole New Look
The legislature has gone from two 
minorities to a majority-minority 
elected body.  

by bonita Gooch

The nine-member Jackson County Legislature, 
which has typically had one or a maximum of two 
African-American members, will have a lot more 
representation following the Nov. 8 election. 

This term, there will be four African Americans 
on the nine-member governing body. 

They will be joined by two other minority 
members, making for a minority-majority leg-
islature. In addition, six of the legislators will be 
new to the Jackson County Legislature. 

What hasn’t changed is that Democrats domi-
nate the legislature – with only two Republicans 
on board.  

The other constant is Frank White, who was 
elected to his third term as Jackson County Ex-
ecutive, beating out District 6 legislator Theresa 
Cass Galvin, who gave up her seat in an effort to 
oust White. 

With such a large shakeup, Jackson County res-
idents should prepare for new ideas and policy 
changes.  

Most of the elected representatives ran on a 
platform of bringing change to the county.  With 
addressing the large increase in property taxes a 
part of many of the candidates’ platforms, resi-
dents should expect a lot of proposals for ways to 
lessen the impact of rising property assessments.    

Saying theirs to many issues that need to be 

addressed, returning at-large representative Jalen 
Anderson is already suggesting increasing the 
legislature’s meetings from once to twice a week.  
During her campaign, newly elected legislator 
Megan Marshall proposed moving at least some 
of the legislature’s meetings to the evening to 
make it easier for more citizens to attend.  

Besides taxes, the legislators will have their 
work cut out for them, with issues like stadium 
reforms, public health, the new regional jail and 
much-needed infrastructure improvements re-
quiring their attention. 

Meet your new Jackson County Legislature
District 1: Manny Abarca – New to the leg-

islature, Abarca currently serves on the Kansas 
City School Board and previously served as dis-

trict deputy director for Congressman Emanuel 
Cleaver. 

District 2: Venessa Huskey – This is the seat 
that has traditionally been held by an African 
American. Ron Finley currently represents this 
district but chose not to run again. Huskey works 
for the City of Kansas City as a neighborhood and 
community liaison. 

District 3: Charlie Franklin – Franklin is one 
of three returning legislators, completing just his 
first term. He’s a Certified Public Accountant in 
Independence.

District 4: DaRon McGee – McGee is a former 
state representative and current member of the 
Hickman Mills School Board. He’s filling a seat 
occupied by retiring Dan Tarwater III for 28 years. 

District 5: Jeanie Lauer – Is one of the three 

incumbents returning to the legislature and one 
of two Republicans who will be in the legislature 
this term. She ran for her first term on the county 
legislature in 2018 after reaching her Missouri 
Legislature term limit.

District 6: Sean Smith – This seat will remain 
represented by a Republican after Theresa Cass 
Galvin gave up the seat to run for the county ex-
ecutive position. This is Smith’s third run for of-
fice. He ran twice unsuccessfully for the Missouri 
House. 

District 1 At-Large: Jalen Anderson – Jalen 
Anderson is one of three incumbents returning to 
the legislature. At age 26, he is one of the young-
est elected officials in Missouri.  Elected to his first 
term in 2018, Anderson has been active in Demo-
cratic politics since his early teens, knocking on 
doors for Obama in 2008 as well as serving as an 
official with the local and state Democratic Party.

District 2 At-Large: Donna Peyton – Peyton, 
who is just one year into her race as an elected 
member of the Raytown School Board, will move 
over to the Jackson Legislature. This seat became 
available when Crystal Williams, a Democrat who 
had served in the legislature since 2010, decided 
to retire. 

District 3 At-Large: Megan Marshall – Mar-
shall is a proud veteran who retired from the U.S. 
Marine Corps as a chief warrant officer after 20 
years of service. She was elected to the Lee’s Sum-
mit School Board in 2020.  She won her position 
by knocking out two-term incumbent Tony Mill-
er in the primary.  

Not Much Rest – Next Elections in Missouri April 6

LEONARD JONESQUINTON LUCAS
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By Bonita Gooch

The wheels of justice have definitely 
turned slowly, but in the case of retired Kan-
sas City, KS, police detective Roger Golubski, 
the wheels of justice appear to be picking up 
speed.

Less than two months after being indicted 
on six federal counts - including rape, sexual 
assault and kidnapping - Golubski, along 
with three other men, has been indicted on 
two additional federal charges. 

Golubski, Cecil Brooks, LeMark Roberson 
and Richard “Bone” Robinson are charged 
with conspiring, decades ago, to hold young 
women in a condition of involuntary sexual 
servitude.  

In a second charge, Golubski, Brooks and 
Roberson are charged with holding an un-
derage female in a condition of involuntary 
servitude.

While the first indictment documents be-
gan to portray Golubski as a man who had a 
fondness for prostitutes and Black women, 
and who used the power of his position as a 
police officer to intimidate and take advan-
tage of these women, this second indictment 
begins to paint Golubski as a real rogue cop 
who was capable of just about anything.

The first indictment covers a time frame 
between 1998 to 2002, while these latest in-
dictments cover a slightly earlier time frame, 
Jan 1, 1996 to Dec. 31, 1998, and, according 
to the affidavit, Golubski was taking money 
in exchange for providing some of the city’s 
notorious criminals “protection from law 
enforcement investigation and intervention 
into the criminal offenses, including sex traf-
ficking.”

In the first count of the three-count indict-
ment, all four men are charged with conspir-
ing to hold young women, including Person 
1 and Person 2 (both teenagers at the time), 
in a condition of involuntary servitude; the 
second count charges Brooks, Roberson, and 
Robinson with holding Person 1 in involun-
tary servitude and forcing her to provide sex-
ual services to Roberson; and the third count 
charges Brooks, Roberson and Golubski with 
holding Person 2 in involuntary servitude 
and forcing her to provide sexual services to 
adult men, including Brooks, Roberson and 

Golubski.  
Cecil Brooks, who in 2009 was sentenced to 

216 months in jail for conspiracy to distrib-
ute crack cocaine, had a location at Delevan 
Apartments in Kansas City. He would some-
times target young girls who were recently 
released from Beloit Juvenile Correctional 
Facility, or who were homeless and had no-
where else to go, and he would provide them 
a place to stay.  Once they were there, he 
would force them into sex trafficking, the in-
dictment states. 

The Delevan complex was split into the “of-
fice unit,” where Brooks could lock in girls 
from the outside; the “relaxed” area, where 
girls would use alcohol and drugs; and a 
“working house,” where they were forced to 
perform sexual services for adult men.

The girls locked in the office apartment 
were sometimes considered to “belong” to 
one of the defendants at a time and would be 
forced to provide sexual services to that de-
fendant primarily and sometimes to others. 

As an example, Person 1 was said to belong 
to Roberson, and when it was reported that 
she smiled at another man, he struck her 
with an iron; dragged her down a staircase by 
her hair; and repeatedly struck her, as Brooks 
observed and laughed.

The girls in the “working house,” were com-
pelled to perform sexual services for adult 
men who visited Delevan. Brooks, Robinson 
and Roberson would beat and threaten to 
beat girls who did not agree to provide sex-
ual services in exchange for shelter, drugs or 
clothes. 

On multiple occasions, Golubski visited 
the “working house” and was allowed by 
the other defendants to choose girls to pro-
vide him sexual services. He primarily chose 
Black girls, ages 13 to 17. 

On one occasion, Golubski chose Person 2, 
who was 16 years old. 

“Though he acknowledged that she did not 
look like she was happy to be at Delevan,” 
Golubski forced himself sexually on the girl, 

“pulled her hair and choked her.”
In the indictment, built on the testimony of 

these two teenage girls, the girls say they saw 
Brooks hand Golubski stacks of cash. 

The Mcintyre Connection
The time for this latest indictment is two 

years after the April 15, 1994, shooting death 
of cousins Daniel Quinn, 21, and Donald Ew-
ing, 34, whom then-17-year-old Lamonte Mc-
Intyre was convicted of killing. 

According to a case built to help exonerate 
McIntyre of that double-murder, including 
testimony from individuals like Nikki Quinn, 
it was Marlon Williams, Aaron Robinson and 
Cecil Brooks who had beaten and threatened 
Daniel Quinn days before his murder, alleg-
edly because he stole some money or drugs 
from them. 

Yes, he’s the same Cecil Brooks that Gol-
ubski was just indicted for providing "off-
the-record" protection from law enforcement 
investigation and intervention from criminal 
offenses, including protection from prosecu-
tion. 

Despite no physical evidence, no weapons, 
no connection and no fingerprints, with al-
most no investigation and within six hours of 
the murder, Golubski identified the innocent 
McIntyre as the murderer. 

What a great way to protect your “mark” 
from prosecution and even suspicion: find 
someone to charge quickly with almost no 
investigation because a real investigation 
would have quickly surfaced and connected 
Brooks to the murder. 

Reportedly, Brooks wasn’t the one who 
pulled the trigger. Instead. he allegedly paid 
Neal “Monster” Edgar Jr. to pull the trigger. 
Edgar remained free until 2015, when he 
was convicted of the unprovoked murder of 
a Missouri man, whom he shot three times in 
the head.   

Nikki Quinn, who recanted on her original 
testimony identifying McIntyre as the mur-
derer, said she was forced and threatened 
by Golubski and Assistant District Attorney 
Terra Moorehead to testify or suffer the con-
sequences. 

McIntyre was exonerated of the murders in 
2017 after serving 24 years in prison.
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Latest Indictment Begins to Paint 
Clearer Picture of Golubski’s Terror
Case also begins to connect Golubski more closely to Lamonte McIntyre misjustice.

The picture community members have portrayed of former Kansas City Kansas Police Captain 
Roger Golubski is becoming clearer as are his ties to the Lamonte McIntyre case.
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69th Annual AKA Debutante Ball 
Celebrates 12 at In-Person Event 
By Voice Staff 

Twelve Debutantes will be pre-
sented to society at the 69th annual 
AKA Debutante Ball, Fri., Nov. 25, the 
Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at Crown 
Center.  

After hosting the first virtual debu-
tante ball in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, this year will mark the first 
in-person ball since 2019.

This year, the ball is presented 
to Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. 
- Beta Omega Chapter and the Ivy 
Community Service and Education 
Foundation Inc. (ICSEF)

The theme for this year’s debu-
tante ball, “An Evening of Enchanted 
Elegance,” will be displayed as each 
debutante performs choreographed 
waltzes with her presenter and escort. 

The evening will culminate with the 
crowning of the 2022 Miss Debutante 
by Emily Ervin, Miss Debutante 2020. 

Commentators for the evening will 
be Morning Radio Host Sean Tyler of 
Magic 107.3 Radio and transforma-
tional leader and community change 
agent Stephenie Smith.

The 12 debutantes have participat-

ed in various cultural, educational, 
and community activities,  includ-
ing: a career and etiquette presenta-
tion, a mother-daughter tea, and a 
talent presentation.

Linda May is general chair of the 
2022 AKA Debutante Ball. Carla 
Gunner is general co-chair. Elonia 
Norwood is president of Beta Omega 
Chapter and Dr. Everlyn L. Williams 
is president of ICSEF.

The AKA Debutante Ball in Kan-
sas City is a cherished annual tradi-
tion. The first was held in 1951 at the 
American Legion Hall at Linwood 
and The Paseo in KCMO. 

Since that first ball, more than 
1,900 outstanding young women in 
the Greater Kansas City area have 
been awarded $1.4 million-plus in 
scholarships and book awards.  

Two local Alpha Kappa Alpha 
chapters, Beta Omega of KCMO and 
Mu Omega of Kansas City, Kansas, al-
ternate hosting responsibilities from 
year to year. All debutantes, at the 
time of their presentation, are either 
high school seniors or first-semester 
college freshmen.

INTRODUCING THE 2022 DEBUTANTES

GENESIS CAMPBELL PRINCESS DIXONALAYNA CLEAVER LAI’AYLA FLOWERSJILLIAN COLLIER KORI FRANKLIN

DESTINY JOHNSON KAIYA KEYANYLAH JONES RAMAYA TAYLORALEXIS KEMP BRIANA TOLBERT

Genesis Campbell, a student at Raymore Peculiar High 
School, daughter of Mr. Dominic Campbell and Kenya 
Campbell. She will be escorted by Zacarias Woodard, 
son of Christina McKinnis.
Alayna Cleaver, a student at Lee’s Summit North 
High School, daughter of Dr. Emanuel Cleaver III and. 
Sharon Cleaver. She will be escorted by Joshua Maxey 
Hayes, son of Damon and Angela Hayes.
Jillian Collier, a student at Piper High School daughter 
of Rev. Jarvis Collier and Dr. Jennifer Collier. She will be 
escorted by Lance Bassett, son of Rev Dr. Jarvis Collier 
and Dr. Jennifer Collier.
Princess Dixon, a student at Sumner Academy, daughter 
of Leon Dixon and LaTasha Tuggle. She will be escorted 
by Andre Randle Jr., son of Andre and Monica Randle.
Lai’Ayla Flowers, a student at Raytown High School, 
daughter of Bryant Flowers and. LaTasha Flowers. She 
will be escorted by Markus Winston Smith, son of Der-
rick and Brandi Smith.
Kori Franklin, a student at Notre De Sion High School, 
daughter of Ronnell Franklin and Micole Franklin. She 
will be escorted by Connor David Beard, son of David 
and Nikki Beard
Destiny Johnson, a student at F.L. Schlagle High 
School, daughter of the late Enorch Johnson, Jr. and 
Camille Johnson. She will be escorted by Tripp Starr, 

son of Antionette Starr and Walza Ray Starr II.
Anylah Jones, a student at Shawnee Mission North 
High School, daughter of Larry Porter and Latasha 
Jones. She will be escorted by Darrius Comeaux son of 
Brittany Comeaux.
Alexis Kemp, a student at University Academy, daugh-
ter of Jermaine Kemp, Sr. and. Lashonette Kemp. She 
will be escorted by Qaim Mustafa Hunt, son of Victor 
and Barbara Hunt.
Kaiya Key, a student at Bishop Miege High School, 
daughter of Vincent Key and April Hall Key. She will be 
escorted by Noah Alexander Barber, son of Mr. &  Mrs. 
Shawn Barber.
RaMaya Taylor, a student at Raytown High School, daugh-
ter of Richard Taylor and Tonya Taylor. She will be escorted 
by Xavyer Powell, son of Antwan and Meshia Powell.
Briana Tolbert, a student at University Academy, 
daughter of Brian Tolbert and Ebony Tolbert. She will 
be escorted by Aidan Smith, son of Lyne’t Gray.
The Stags: Four young men have the honor of assisting 
the Debutantes during the presentation.  They are 
Ethan Ryan Gartica, son of Terance (Paula) Gartica and 
KaLinda (Dante) Barlow; Che’ Clemons Jr., son of Che’ 
Clemons & Tosha Houston-Wilson; Devin Kerr, son of 
Marlon Kerr and Tracie Tucker; and Miles Cook, son of 
James and Erika Cook.
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Residents Close to Moving into Renovated Public Housing High Rise 
Work on McLean Manor is 
nearing completion after 
years of delays; waiting 
lists for residents are open.

First in a series
By P.J. GrieksPoor

It’s been five years in the making, 
but finally, residents are moving into 
newly renovated apartments in some 
of the city’s 226 multi-family public 
housing units.

Final-finish work is being done on 
the apartments in McLean Manor, 
near 9th and McLean Blvd., where 
work began more than a year ago and 
applications for rental leases are open 
for not only the units that are complete 
but for the ones that will be by early 
2023.

Work is just beginning at Greenway 
Manor’s apartments at 315 Riverview, 
just west of downtown, after the build-
ing’s roof was replaced during the 
summer of 2022.

Work is complete on 18 of 30 duplex 
units at Rosa Gragg Senior Apartments 
on West 25th Street North and work is 
beginning this month on the triplexes 
in the Bernice Hutcherson Senior de-
velopment at 20th and Wellington 
Place.

The renovations were made possible 
by the city’s decision in 2017 to join 
other metropolitan areas across the 
country in leaving the federal public 
housing program and converting units 
to a new Rental Assistance Demonstra-
tion program (RAD), which allowed 
them to obtain the funds needed to 
renovate the properties.

Wichita’s public housing high rises, 
McLean Manor and Greenway Manor, 
were both built in the 1970s, a time 
when there was a wave of similar proj-
ects being built across the country. 

Federal rules prohibited a munici-
pality from borrowing money against 
the value of a property to make repairs. 

At the same time, the federal gov-
ernment did not allocate an adequate 
amount of money to keep up with 
needed repairs and upgrades. The re-
sult was deferred maintenance that 
grew and grew into more and more 
costly repairs.

Think of it as not being allowed to 
take out a mortgage or a second mort-
gage to pay the bill if the foundation of 
your house is cracked.

Gut and Start Over
“At McLean and Greenway, we are talk-

ing about having to gut the building and 
start over,” said Adam Kuchy, assistant 
project manager with Roanoke Construc-
tion, the major contractor on the reno-
vation project. “We needed to do some 
reconfiguration of floor plans, put in all 
new electrical, plumbing and heating 
and air systems, all new lighting, drywall 
and flooring, all new elevator systems.” 

Demolition of the interior of all eight 
floors of McLean Manor started in No-
vember 2021. By late October, the re-
construction was nearing completion.

Starting on the eighth floor, new 
sheetrock, lighting, flooring, kitchen 
cabinets and appliances, bathroom fix-
tures are being installed. Plumbing and 
electrical work for common areas and 
laundry rooms on each floor are done 

and painting, flooring, cabinet work and 
other details are being installed.

The city formed a public-private 
partnership with KBK Enterprises to 
renovate the city’s public housing stock. 
KBK, a minority-owned business based 
in Columbus, OH, that specializes in 
RAD projects, is developer of the proj-
ect. They are charged with delivering 
the substantial rehabilitation of the 
units and coordinating general and 
subcontractors.  

Funding for the expected $36 re-
development project comes from 
a commercial FHA insured loan of 
$10,900,000, state and federal grants 
and tax credit equity. The change 
moves the projects from Federal Hous-
ing and Urban Development  public 
housing to Section 8 rentals with the 
city as the landlord.

In addition, management of the fa-
cilities is shifting from the city to Men-
nonite Housing, which is currently 
managing rental applications and wait 
lists for the properties.

Moving Back In
For the residents of the apartments, 

besides working with an outside man-
agement company, the impact of the 
restructuring of the projects to Section 
8 won’t be noticeable.  

Mennonite Housing will have man-
agement offices in the building and resi-
dents can report any problems to them.

Most importantly, tenants’ rent will 
still be capped at 30% of their adjusted 
gross income.

Residents who lived in McLean be-
fore the renovation will automatically 
be allowed to move back. McLean Man-
or has been vacant since 2021, when 
residents were relocated so demolition 
and renovation could begin. Many of 
the apartments were vacant before then 
because of maintenance issues.

The McLean building offers 85 one-
bedroom units and five two-bedroom 
units. All units are dedicated senior 
housing with top priority going to low 
income people over 62. Some units 
are fully compliant with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. Each floor of 
the building has a dedicated laundry 
room, while some of the two-bedroom 
units have in-unit washers and dryers,

Greenway is Next
Work on the other highrise, Green-

way Manor, will begin the first quarter of 

2023, according to  Kuchy, with planned 
occupancy beginning in early 2024. 

The roof has been replaced but inte-
rior work there won’t start until current 
residents have been relocated. That is 
expected to be mid to late March.

Displaced Greenway residents will 
be offered the opportunity to move 
to renovated units in McLean. When 
Greenway is completed they will have 
a choice of moving back or staying at  
McLean. Tenant relocation expenses 
associated with all of the renovation 
projects are paid by the city.

Work is just starting on Bernice 
Hutcherson, another low-income, 
city-owned, senior project.  . Roanoke 
Construction, under the management 
and direction of  project developer JBK 
Enterprises, will complete the construc-
tion work on all the projects.

A Challenge Ahead
As approvals came through to move 

the city’s multi-family housing into the 
RAD program, the Wichita Housing Au-
thority received challenging news. 

The city’s 348 single-family, afford-
able rental units scattered across the 
city did not qualify for the RAD pro-
gram. Another path had to be found 
to address the rehabilitation needed in 
these units. 

A deeper look at the issues of those prop-
erties will be examined in the third seg-
ment of The Voice’s Public Housing series.

(In the Dec. 2 issue: A look at the Rosa 
Gragg and Bernice Hutcherson duplex-
es and triplexes, the renovations there, 
and their future.)

After failing its inspection in 2019, McLean Manor, an affordable-housing high 
rise owned by the City of Wichita, has been gutted and totally refurbished.  Ten-
ants will begin moving in soon.  Photo credit: Joe Stumpe

HOW TO GET ON THE WAITLIST FOR 
RENOVATED HOUSING APARTMENTS

Mennonite Housing is the new property manager for the City of Wichita 
public housing projects:  McLean Manor, Greenway Manor and the senior 
projects Rosa Graggs and Berniece Hutcherson.  

Applications for the rental waitlist for the senior projects: duplexes on 25th 
Street North and the triplexes at 20th and Wellington Place,  are being taken 
now, said Penny Herron, who is handling rental leases for the apartments.

Herron said apartments in McLean Manor are expected to be ready by mid-
to-late March. However, first priority for those units will go to current residents 
of Greenway Manor, which is beginning to be vacated to begin reconstruc-
tion.. But there will be space for additional residents, Herron said.

Top priority is for applicants 62 and older, then 55 or older and disabled, 
then 50 older and disabled, then under 50 and disabled. Rent is 30% of 
household income with HUD and Low Income Housing Tax Credit providing 
subsidies to make up the rest of the market rental value.

To get on the waitlist, call Mennonite Housing at 316-942-4848.
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League 42 Learning Center ‘Bats’ to Open in Late January 
Steve Clark will lead the  
after-school program with  
space for 50 students. 

By P.J. GrieksPoor

Steve Clark has spent 38 years of his life in 
public school education – 21 years teaching 
English as a second language in the Manhat-
tan, KS, school system, and 17 years teaching 
at North High School in Wichita as an ESOL 
teacher and then as director of the district’s 
north learning center.

As a retired teacher, Clark is ready for his 
next chapter as the executive director of 
League 42’s new Leslie Rudd Learning Center, 
slated to open early next year across from the  
League 42 baseball fields on the 17th Street 
side of McAdams Park.

The program will be limited to student-
athletes, ages 5 to 14, already enrolled in the 
League 42 baseball league. 

The Learning Center will offer after-school 
tutoring to students in two 45-minute sessions 
a week. Tutoring will be done by volunteers, 
including high schoolers looking to earn 
community service credits for college schol-
arships. The volunteers will be supervised by 
professional educators.

“We will call them student-coaches and 
coaches,” he said, a nod to the sports origin of 
the center.

The 10,500-sq. ft. building is located at 1212 
E. 17th North, the site of the old Thunderbird 
Bus Company.  So far, the only indications of 
its purpose are a League 42 logo painted on 
the street center median and a sign on the 
surrounding wrought iron fence that says 
“League 42 parking.” 

So far, only the framework of interior rooms 
is up, but with essential services such as elec-
trical and plumbing complete,Clark is still 
hopeful for a late-January launch of the pro-
gram.

Sign-up for League 42’s 
2023 season is already com-
plete. 

The planned five-week sign-
up began in early October, but 
by the end of the third week, 
enrollment for the 600 spaces 
in the program stood at 590.

“We started making a wait-
ing list for the League. And we know that we 
have way more potential students than we can 
support in a pilot program that will be open 
to only about 50 kids,” Clark said. “Obvious-
ly, we’ll be looking at how to support a rapid 
growth curve.”

He said the program will differ from many 
after-school programs in a significant way. He 
will be contacting or having volunteer tutors 
contact the teacher of each student in the pro-
gram to get guidance on what their precious 
45 minutes of time twice a week should con-
centrate on.

“We will ask the teacher what that student is 

struggling with,” he said. “The program will be 
directed at giving them extra help in learning 
that discipline.”

Initially, Clark said, he wanted to offer paid 
jobs to tutors but the level of financing for the 
program won’t support that, and he’s asking 
for volunteers.

“Some day,” he said.

Clark Brings Sports and 
Education to Role as 
Executive Director of League 
42 Learning Center 

Steve Clark has 30 years experience in edu-
cation, but he’ll definitely call on his years as 
an athlete to help connect with the students 
who will be participating in the tutoring pro-
gram at the soon-to-be opened League 42 Les-
lie Rudd Learning Center.  

Clark’s been where many of them are: in 
love with sports and hoping to make it to the 
pros.  Clark fulfilled his dream, but what he 
can tell the players is to have a backup plan.  

Clark, from Columbus, OH, attended Kan-
sas State University on a football scholarship, 
where he racked up an impressive enough re-
cord to hear his name called in the fifth round 
of the 1981 NFL Draft.   

His professional career was plagued with 
injuries.  After a couple years with the New 
England Patriots and a comeback try with the 
San Francisco 49ers, knee injuries brought an 
end to his career. But Clark had something to 
fall back on – an education.  

He’d graduated from K-State with a degree 
in elementary education.  

Clark said that while baseball is important, 
students need to be well rounded.

“We got a ton of kids that are always interest-
ed in playing ball, whether it’s baseball, foot-
ball, basketball, whatever, and a lot of times 
they forget the other part of it,” Clark said in 
an interview with The Wichita Eagle. “Every-
body wants to be a pro, or they want to be a 
college athlete ... well, you could be the most 
talented running back or the most talented 
baseball player in your hometown, but if you 
don’t have the credentials in the classroom, 
they won’t look at you. “Getting that across to 
today’s youth is harder than it’s ever been.”

STEVE CLARK

The exterior of the new League 42 Education 
Center is complete as work continues to finish 
mechanics and put up drywall in the interior. The 
goal for opening is late January. Top;  Rendering 
of  the completed building.
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Gordon Parks Academy Hosts 
Fall Conference of KAY Clubs
By P.J. GrieksPoor

KAY Clubs are celebrating their 75th 
anniversary this year as a unique Kan-
sas State High School Activity Associa-
tion leadership organization dedicated 
to helping middle and high school stu-
dents learn about civic responsibility.

The organization, Kansas Associa-
tion for Youth, was founded in 1945 
as the KAY Club for boys and the KAY-
ETTE Club for girls in1946. The two 
programs combined into a co-ed pro-
gram in 1988. It has grown to an orga-
nization of 163 clubs and about 2,000 
members.

Recently, Gordon Parks Academy 
(GPA)  played host to the 2022 Area 6 
Middle School Regional Conference 
at their partner facility, the 21st Street 
Boys and Girls Club. GPA has the only 
active KAY Club in this region.   

“KAY Clubs are centered around 
the importance of being a good, 
knowledgeable citizen,” said KAY 
State Director Annie Diedrich. “All of 
our activities stress the importance 
of service, and students are encour-
aged to engage in volunteer activities 
in their schools, neighborhoods and 
communities.”

The organization has seven regional 
fall conferences like the one at Gordon 
Parks Academy on Nov. 2, a summer 
camp at Rock Springs 4-H Camp near 
Junction City, and 12 Unit Conferences 
during the winter.

At the Wichita conference, the stu-
dents heard about “Service with Pur-
pose” from Wichita Mayor Brandon 
Whipple and Councilman Brandon 
Johnson. They also heard about “Mind-
fulness” from school counselor Paula 
Cazabet.

The club standards state certain 
rights and privileges for youth in the 
“years of decision.”

Those include: to love and be loved; 
to think creatively; to seek the truth; 
to appreciate and respect all races; to 
enjoy fun and laughter; to share with 
my family and friends; to strive to be a 
good citizen; to live a healthy lifestyle; 
to give myself to a cause; and to take 
the long look.

KAY Club membership is open to 
all Kansas students from fifth through 
12th grades.

Wichita Seeks Resident  
Priorities in Survey
City is looking for feedback 
on government services & 
community projects.

By P.J. GrieksPoor

Do you wish you could tell the city 
firsthand what you’d like to see done 
with taxpayer dollars? Do you have a 
special project you think is important 
or know of a badly needed service?

You’ve got your chance to have your 
opinion heard between now and Nov. 28. 

Just click on the link at the end of this 
article and create an online account 
to participate in a community survey 
that asks residents about their opinions 
about local government services and 
lets them share their priorities.

All Wichita residents are encour-
aged to participate in the online ver-
sion of the survey.

The survey is similar to that con-
ducted by the city in the past, but this 
year the survey is asking residents to 
rank their top priorities in addition to 
rating service delivery.  

The city plans to begin distributing 
community surveys on a more frequent 
basis – changing from biannual to annual. 

Results are expected to be finalized 
by March 2023, and the city will share 
results at that time.

The survey is available in both Eng-
lish and Spanish:

English: https://polco.us/wichi-
ta22open

Students attending a fall KAY Club 
conference at Gordon Parks Academy 
share personal information and inter-
ests during an introductory session.
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Community
Members & 
Leaders Show 
Anger About
Slow Toxic 
Spill Cleanup
Residents from the neighborhood where 
groundwater is contaminated by a decades-
old chemical spill are angry that they were not 
kept informed about lingering pollution.

By P.J. GrieksPoor

Community members pulled no punches in confronting state, 
county and city officials at an informational meeting to make resi-
dents in the area impacted by the soil and groundwater contamina-
tion from the  29th and Grove site aware of what additional reme-
diation efforts are planned.

The contamination, discovered in 1994, has been determined 
to have resulted from a spill of trichloroethylene at the Union Pa-
cific railyard at 29th and Grove as long ago as the 
1970s.

“I never thought that in Wichita, Kansas, I 
would be confronted with environmental racism,” 
former Wichita City Councilwoman Lavonta Wil-
liams said, her voice cracking with emotion. 

“Down south, yes, this happens. But here in 
Wichita? I was on the council. I didn’t know about 
this.” 

She reacted strongly to a suggestion from KDHE 
Director of the Bureau of Environmental Reme-
diation Randy Carlson stating the contamination was complicated 
and “too expensive” to clean up. 

“Too expensive?” she said. “We are talking about people’s lives. I 
know the rate of infant mortality in the Black community. I know 
about health issues, past and present. Too expensive for what? For 
our community?”

Carlson quickly apologized saying he didn’t mean this particular 
spill was too expensive but that contamination like this in general 
requires multiple steps and multiple appropriations of money to 
completely remediate. He said the work at the 29th and Grove site 
has been ongoing for all the years since the spill was discovered.

In general, the crowd of 60 or more people at the Boys and Girls 
Club on Nov. 5 expressed anger and concern, tinged with fear. They 
felt blindsided to learn:

•  50 years ago, the groundwater under their homes was contami-
nated with chemicals that cause cancer and 

•  the city and state have known about it for more than 20 years but 
•  the community didn’t get reminders about it and 
•  newcomers moving in were not informed about it. 

Palpable Anger
Aujanae Bennett, president of the Northeast Millair Neigh-

borhood Association, most of which is in the contaminated 
areas, said she has lived in the neighborhood for 58 years and 
never knew about the contamination. She is not willing to accept 
a remediation plan that will take years to complete.

“Too much time has already gone by,” she said.
James Roseboro, president of the Northeast Highgate Neigh-

borhood Association, agreed. “The city has to be 
held accountable for this,” he said. “Lawsuits are 
coming.”

He was attending the meeting with Eugene 
Smith, vice president of the Highgate Associa-
tion, who said he thinks the outrage over the 
pollution is going to grow as more information 
about how much the city and KDHE knew – and 
didn’t communicate – comes out.

“I think the city is in trouble,” he said. 
That could depend on whether or not the 

health study currently underway at the insistence of the Wichita 
City Council shows significant increases in health problems, 
including specific cancers such as kidney and bladder cancers, 
connected to the pollution.

KDHE has said it may take several more weeks for that health 
study to be complete and even then there may be questions be-
cause pollution from other carcinogens is present in the area 
and several of them can cause similar cancers.

“We may be able to complete a study that shows higher lev-
els of cancer, but not be able to correlate that to higher levels 
of TCE,” said Levi Cooke, Remediation Unit manager for KDHE.

Several community members questioned when that health 
study will be completed, arguing that the fact it is pending 
should not prevent lawsuits from moving forward. 

How Significant is the Risk?
KDHE assured residents that the current risk is small. 
They clarified, the contamination plume is at the bottom of 

the aquifer and remains right above the bedrock. If the water 
table rises, it is the water at the top of the aquifer that sometimes 

makes its way into basements of homes and it is not polluted.
The chemical does not move laterally through soil; it sinks. 
“This is why the soil at the surface is not contaminated except 

at the spill site,” Cooke said “It is also not taken up by the roots of 
plants, so if you water your vegetable garden from a groundwa-
ter well, the fruits and vegetables are still OK to eat. And expos-
ing the water to air helps the contamination evaporate. As long 
as there is no prolonged contact with skin, you are OK.”

Communication Failures
There was publicity about the contamination when it was 

discovered during an examination of an abandoned gas station 
site, KDHE geologist Mary Daily told the citizens at the meet-
ing. There was also extensive newspaper and television coverage 
when the initial remediation efforts were started.

But there was not ongoing communication and newcomers to 
the area were not told about pollution problems.

Allison Herring, KDHE district environmental administrator 
for South Central Kansas, vowed to work harder at making sure 
community organizations are notified so that individuals can be 
involved when decisions are being made and to improve com-
munication to the residents. But she also pleaded for help.

She apologized for the lack of information that made it to the 
public. She explained the hurdles the state faces in contacting 
residents and dealing with distrust in general.

“Often, people don’t answer our calls, don’t come to the door 
if we knock, don’t open our mail, don’t come to meetings,” she 
said.”We appreciate any and all help getting the message out.”

What Happens Next?
KDHE will review all the public comments that have been 

made and will make a final decision in December about how to 
proceed with remediation.

Union Pacific Railroad will bear the $14 million cost of the 
cleanup.

Residents are likely to see drilling rigs or construction sites 
for pipes, but private property will not be disturbed during the 
remediation process. It may be as long as 10 years before all the 
contamination is removed.

About 60 residents and city leaders turned out for a second local meeting to update residents on recommendations to clean up 
groundwater pollution from a decades-old chemical spill.

AUJUNAE 
BENNETT

LAVONTA 
WILLIAMS
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Village KC is a nonprofit serving fifth 
through 12th grade students in the Greater 
Kansas City Area since 2020.

By Simone Garza

Nearly 200 guests are expected to attend Village KC third 
annual ”Friends of The Village Gala” on Sat., Dec. 10, from 6 to 
9 p.m. at the Delta Athenaeum, 900 E. Linwood Blvd, KCMO.

The celebration and winter fundraiser will offer a review of 
work the nonprofit organization has done with its students 
and in the community during the year, said Di'Anna Saffold, 
founder and executive director of Village KC.

However,don’t expect to experience a traditional gala, be-
cause their Youth Advisory Board will host and run the cel-
ebration. 

Presentations will be made by students who attend their programs. 
Village KC photography and arts students will exhibit their 

artwork, and live entertainment, like spoken word, will also be 
performed by students.

The gala will also include a silent auction, featuring items 
provided by local businesses, a raffle basket and even a few KC 
Chiefs memorabilia items. Proceeds from the auction will ben-
efit the nonprofit’s annual gift drive. 

Kansas City local DJ Baby Boi will be mixing up the music 
while guests engage in the “Mix and Mingle” networking pe-
riod and enjoy a few complimentary drinks, included in the 
gala ticket price of $25 for youth (no alcoholic drinks), $35 for 
adults, and $60 per couple. 

WICHITA
Sat., Nov. 19, 1-5 pm - Wichita Branch NAACP Elec-
tions via Election Buddy,  Voting link will be sent to 
all members “In good standing.”
Sat., Nov 19, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm - A Community 
Health Session on Mental Health, Urban League, 
2418 E 9th. Sessions are interactive and help us take 
back control of our health! Ask how you can earn 
a $50 gift card just for attending a 1-hour session. 
Attendees must arrive at the start of the session to 
complete a pre-survey and will also complete a post-
survey at the conclusion.  FREE
Sat., Nov. 19, 10:30 am - Kansas Reads to Preschool-
ers,  Rockwell Branch Library, 5911 E 9th St N. A 
program that creates young readers through early 
learning activities and sharing a common book.  This 
year’s selected book is “Not a Box” by Antoinette 
Portis. FREE
Sat., Nov 26, 10 am - 3 pm - Bringing it Black Pres-
ents: Small Business Saturday. BIB PopUp Market,  
600 E. Douglas. Small Business Saturday will show-
case local minority-owned small businesses. 
Tue., Dec 13, 6:30 - 8 pm - South Central Kansas 
Legislative Delegation Public Forum, Sedgwick 
County Commission Chambers, Ruffin Building, 100 
N. Broadway. Speakers will receive up to two minutes 
each to address the legislative panel. Deadline to 
register is 5 pm, Friday, Dec. 9.
Fri., Dec. 16, 8 pm - “Hairon: The Hit Musical Stage 
Play,” Orpheum Theater, 200 N Broadway. Starring 
R&B Singer Cherrelle, Love & Hip Hop New York’s 
Mariahlynn and Ebony Fashion Fair’s Ron Fuller. This 
stage play offers drama and laughs while exposing 
the dark side of the beauty industry and explores an 
intense love triangle. Cost $35+
Sat., Dec 17, 9 am - 4 pm - Live Well: A Wellness Re-
treat, Kansas Health Foundation, 309 E Douglas. Op-
portunity to invest in yourself and find some peace, 
rejuvenate your mind, body, and soul while sur-
rounded by beautiful scenery and inspiring women. 
By Sistah Can We Talk.  Cost $25+
Sat., Dec. 31, 8 pm - NYE Scholarship Benefit Party, 
Hyatt Regency, 400 W. Waterman. Join Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity Inc. Gamma Upsilon for the New Year's 
Eve Scholarship Benefit Party at Hyatt Regency. Enjoy 
live music by DJ Daddy Mac and live band Press Play. 
Ticket includes dinner, a balloon drop and cham-
pagne toast. Party with us while also supporting our 
scholarship benefit initiative. Cost $125 https://bit.
ly/3TLxUYP

KCMO
Wed., Nov 23, 8 pm - A Thanksgiving Tradition, 
The Ship - 1221 Union Avenue. The Freedom Affair is 
a 9-piece soul juggernaut from KCMO led by three 
powerhouse vocalists. Cost $15
Fri., Nov. 25, 6 pm - 69th AKA Debutante Ball.  The 
ball will take place at Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at 
Crown Center.  Sponsored by Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., Beta Omega Chapter and The Ivy Com-
munity Services and Educational Foundation Inc. 
in Kansas City. This year the sorority will present 12 
debs. Cost $80. For tickets, contact Isabell Nash at 
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Village KC’s 3rd Annual Gala will  
Highlight Program’s Accomplishments

HAVE YOUR EVENT FEATURED  
Tell  the readers of The Community Voice about your up-
coming event.  Post your event on our oline event calendar 
at communityvoiceks.com.  We’ll select our weekly print 
featured event from post on our page.  
Looking for something to do, check out our online calendar.

Again this year, members of The Village KC’s Youth Advisory Board will 
host and run the non-profits annual “Friends of The Village Gala.”This 
year, the gala will be on Sat. Dec. 10.

FEATURED EVENT

816-863-5787 or bell4nash@aol.com.  
Fri., Nov. 25, 6 pm - Glenn Jones & Kenny Howell 
in Concert, ArtsTech, 1522 Holmes St. The Love & 
Laughter concert & official after party featuring R&B 
crooner Glenn Jones and comedian Kenny Howell. 
Cost $50
Sat., Nov 26, 8:30 pm - Party Boyz Presents: Freaky-
Tales Featuring DWALK. 1522 Holmes St. Cost $5+
Sun. Nov 27, 11 am - 4 pm - Gospel On The Vine: 
Sunday Brunch and Concert. Gem Theater, 1615 E 
18th. Feed your body and your spirit at this monthly 
celebration with great food, praise, worship and 
music. 
Dec. 1 - Dec 10, 7:30 pm - The Piano Lesson. KC Melt-
ing Pot Theatre, 3051 Central. It's 1936, and Boy Willie 
arrives in Pittsburgh from the South in a battered 
truck loaded with watermelons to sell. He has an op-
portunity to buy some land down home, but he must 
come up with the money quickly. He wants to sell an 
old piano that has been in his family for generations, 
but he shares ownership with his sister. Boy Willie 
tries to persuade his stubborn sister that the past is 
past, but she is more formidable than he anticipated. 
Cost $20+
Sat., Dec. 3, 8 pm - Steppers Lounge: The Black 
Carpet Experience. American Jazz Museum, 1616 E 

18th. Kansas City Two-Stepping All Night. Learn and 
practice Two-Stepping in a safe and fun environment. 
Cost $12+

KCKS
Sat., Nov 26, 7 pm - Boogie Nights KC. Aztec Shaw-
nee Theater 11119 Johnson Dr., Shawnee. Boogie 
Nights KC is made up of four of the Kansas City area's 
top-shelf musicians. They offer spontaneity and 
genuine reproduction of all your favorite Disco hits 
from the hippest era ever. Cost $15
Tue, Dec 6, 6 pm - The Startup Workshop: The Es-
sential Steps to Launching Your Business in KCK. 
The Toolbox: Small Business Resource Center, 1303 
Central Ave. 
This workshop will take you through the essential 
steps of starting your business. FREE
Sat., Dec 10, 11:30 am - Holiday at the Apollo An-
nual Meeting & Benefit. Dr.Thomas R.Burke Techni-
cal Education Center, 6565 State Avenue. This is the 
Friends of Yates’ annual meeting and benefit.There 
will be an easygoing social hour for guests to mix 
and mingle, a delightful lunch complete with des-
sert, a silent auction with items sure to please a wide 
variety of bidders. Cost $60+. Tickets at https://bit.
ly/3tw5LJY.
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WICHITA

Now -  Dec. 31,  5:30 - 9:30 pm - Illuminations, Botanica, 701 Ami-
don. Experience the holiday glow from Botanica's annual holiday 
light show and new 62-foot MEGA Christmas tree. It is one of the larg-
est branched-tree displays in the Midwest. Cost $9+
Now - Dec 18 - A Crown Holiday Spectacular, Crown Uptown The-
ater, 3207 E. Douglas Ave. A Rockettes-inspired Christmas spectacu-
lar. Cost $45+
Now - Dec 18,  9 am - 7 pm - Midian Shrine Feztival of Trees.  Midian 
Shrine Center,  130 N. Topeka. The  Fez-tival features: Beautifully 
decorated trees with hundreds of dollars’ worth of items under the 
trees, which go with the tree. Fabulous gift baskets. Marketplace with 
local vendors. Sweet Shoppe serving up dozens of kinds of home-
made candies and cookies. $5
Sun., Nov 20, 11 am - Shop & Grub Holiday Special Edition Explora-
tion Place, Naftzger Park, 601 E. Douglas. A unique variety of vendors 
selling vintage clothing, jewelry, accessories, home goods, wine, 
delicious food and more. A bar is provided by Wave ICT. Music by DJ 
Magnum & Marcobiotics. FREE
Sun., Nov 20, 2 pm - Tree Lighting Ceremony,  Bradley Fair, 1900 N 
Rock Road. FREE
Sun., Nov 20, 12 - 2 pm - Snowbound with Santa & the Grinch. 
Chicken N Pickle, 1240 N Greenwich. Mimosas & Hot Chocolate.
Sun., Nov 20, 5:45 pm - Ceremony of Lights 2022, Davis Adminis-
tration Building, Friend University. Enjoy hot cocoa and cookies, 
special holiday performances from the Singing Quakers and Friends 
University Brass Band, a reading of the Christmas story and a special 
appearance from Santa Claus.
Nov. 24 - Dec. 31, 5:30 pm - Reindeer Road. Start at 941 N Firefly St. 
You won't miss the towering reindeer, ranging from 9 to 15 feet tall, in 
each yard's display. FREE
Thu, Nov. 24, 1 - 2:30 pm - Thanksgiving Dinner, New Covenant 
UMC, 1710 W Douglas. A Thanksgiving Meal for anyone who needs a 
family for the holiday. FREE
Nov. 24 - Jan 1, 5:30 - 10 pm - Christmas at the McKinneys, 1452 N 
Coolidge,.a privately-owned home with a family that takes pride in 
holiday cheer. FREE
Nov. 24 - Jan. 1, 6-10 pm - 9th Street Lights, 3821 W 9th. More than 
30,000 dancing lights paired with music you can hear on 101.7 FM, 
this computerized light show goes along with Christmas classics 
like “Carol of the Bells,” “Little Drummer Boy,” and “Joy to the World.” 
FREE
Nov 25 - Dec 23, 2 pm & 8 pm - A Cabaret Christmas, Roxy’s Down-
town, 412 1/2 E. Douglas. An Old Town Cabaret for Christmas: a 
production full of laughter, song, and costumes galore. Cost $35
Nov. 25 - Dec. 27, 5:30 to 9 p.m. - Lights at The Arc, begins near the 
Arc of Sedgwick County, Douglas & St. Paul Streets. A magical holiday 
wonderland you can experience without getting out of your car. 
Drive through this popular display and explore the Tunnel of Lights 
and more than 1.5 million sparkling Christmas lights. Cost $10
Nov 25 - Dec 31, 5:30-9:30 pm - Carols on the Court, 1358 N Ak-
sarben Ct.,Carols on the Court is Wichita’s first full RGB interactive 
computer-animated light show, complete with more than 8,000 
lights that can be individually controlled to change in brightness and 
color. FREE
Sat., Nov. 26, 7 pm - The Nutcracker, Century II, 225 W Douglas. 
Featuring a cast of local and area dancers, Metropolitan Ballet is hon-
ored to bring guest artists Ingrid Silva and Dylan Santos from Dance 
Theatre of Harlem as the Sugar Plum Fairy and her Cavalier. Cost $15
Sat., Nov 26, 2:30 - 4:30 pm - Cameo Profit & Kingdom Culture pres-
ents Kingdom Christmas, St James Missionary Baptist Church, 1350 N 
Ash. A musical celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ and music to uplift 
one another. Feat. apostle Alvin Mason and other artists. FREE

Nov 26 - Jan 1,  6:30 - 10 pm - Christmas on Crestline, 914 N Crestline. 
Award-winning Christmas lights show features more than 80,000 
computerized lights set to music on 100.7 FM and new attractions 
each year. You will find Santa's workshop holograms, holiday cutouts 
for photo opportunities and more. FREE
Fri., Dec 2, 6 pm - Victorian Christmas, Old Cowtown Museum, 1865 
Museum Blvd, Cowtown’s lamp-lit, carol-filled streets will warm you 
up. There’s something magical about bundling up, stepping into 
the cold, and enjoying a warm cup of hot chocolate with family and 
friends. See what's cooking at the farm, and enjoy a Victorian town 
ready for Christmas. Tickets $8/person, kids 4 and under FREE.
Fri., Dec 2, 5 - 8 pm - Christmas Open House, 3755 E Douglas. Victory 
House is beautifully decorated for Christmas. Enjoy Christmas music, 
cookies & cider.  
Sat. Dec 3, 11 am - Pictures With Santa & Mermaids. The Enchanted 
Mermaid, 3201 E Douglas. 
Sun., Dec. 4,  5 pm - Lights on the River Holiday Celebration, Wichita 
Boathouse, 515 S Wichita St. Purchase and release a floating light on 
the river near the Wichita Boathouse. Food trucks, free wagon rides, 
s'mores, visit with Santa, and music.
Tue., Dec. 6, 6 pm - 39th Annual Dennis Family Christmas Concert, 
LifeChange Church, 10225 E. Kellogg. In loving memory of Pastor 
Lincoln Montgomery.  6 pm hors d’oeuvres, 7 pm concert.  Cost $10
Tue., Dec 6, 7:30 pm - Spirit of The Season Holiday Concert. Century 
II, 225 W Douglas. Celebrate the season at this one-hour concert 
filled with your favorite Christmas carols and holiday hits performed 
by your Wichita Symphony. FREE
Sat., Dec 10, 5 - 7 pm - Winter Wonderland, Naftzger Park, 601 E 
Douglas. Take in the lights and decorations while listening to music 
and entertainment at the Evergy Pavilion. FREE
Sat., Dec. 10, 8 - 11 am Kansas Children's Service League Red Stock-
ing Breakfast, WSU Metroplex, 5015 E 29th. Come for breakfast to 
benefit the Kansas Children’s Service League’s Child Abuse Preven-
tion programs in Sedgwick, Sumner & Butler Counties. Cost $12
Sat., Dec. 17, 2 pm - Tamale Christmas Crawl, Old Town Square. 
Featuring Tamales from local vendors at each location, Tamale 
eating contest - how many can you eat?! Win prizes. Exclusive crawl 
discounts on beers and cocktails, Costume Competition - let’s see a 
Tamale twist on your Santa outfits, Souvenir Tamale Crawl Santa Hat 
to keep you warm, Raffle with prizes,  DJs & Entertainment

KCMO
Now - Jan 1 - Winter Magic at Cliff Drive, 1800 Cliff Dr. A mesmer-

izing drive-through display featuring a mile of lights. Cost $25+
Now - Dec 24, 7 pm, 8 pm, 1 pm, 2 pm, 5 pm - A Christmas Carol, 
Kansas City Repertory Theatre, Spencer Theater, UMKC, 4949 
Cherry St. A KC holiday favorite. Join Ebenezer Scrooge on his 
redemptive journey with Christmas Past, Present, and Future, and 
rediscover the true meaning of the holidays. Cost $39+
Nov 21 - Jan 1 - The season shines bright at Union Station, 30 W 
Pershing Rd. In addition to towering trees, festive decorations and 
classic seasonal films, the Holiday Reflections walk-through village 
returns to offer a mesmerizing stroll through one of Kansas City's 
most historic spaces. FREE
Wed., Nov 23, 8 pm - A Thanksgiving Tradition, The Ship, 1221 
Union Avenue. The Freedom Affair is a 9-piece soul juggernaut 
from Kansas City, MO, led by three powerhouse vocalists. Cost $15
Nov 23 - Dec 31 - Christmas in the Park, A festive drive-through 
display in Longview Lake Park on Woods Chapel Road with more 
than 500,000 lights. FREE
Nov 24 - Jan 1 - The Country Club Plaza is adorned in thousands of 
twinkling lights. FREE
Fri., Nov. 25, 5 pm - Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting, Crown 
Center Square, 2405 Grand Blvd. Discover Cocoa and Campfires, 
an area to enjoy hot beverages and s’mores by the fire pits. On the 
One will kick off the evening with holiday favorites, followed by 
a creative sharing of “T’was the Night After Thanksgiving.” Then, 
join the mayor and guests for the countdown to light the tree and 
fireworks. Cost FREE
Fri., Nov. 25, 5:30 - 10 pm - Knights of Lights Opening Night Party, 
King’s Gate, 633 N 130th St. Featuring dazzling light displays, food, 
drinks, entertainment and more. RSVP: office@kcrenfest.com.
Fri., Dec 2, 7 pm - The Nativity, Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral, 415 
West 13th. One of Kansas City's favorite holiday traditions is back to 
delight young and young at heart. Cost $10+
Fri., Dec 2, 6 pm - Soul of Santa Christmas Tree Lighting & Celebra-
tion, 18th & Vine Jazz District. FREE
Fri., Dec. 2, 7:30 pm - Soul of Santa Holiday Benefit Concert, 
featuring Eric Benét, Chanté Moore and more. Gem Theater, 1615 E 
18th. Cost $85+. VIP tickets include a reception with the artists.  
Sat., Dec. 3, 9 am - Soul of Santa Community Breakfast & Toy/
Clothes Giveaway, 18th and Vine. Toy giveaway, storytelling and 
pictures with the Soul of Santa. FREE   
Sat., Dec 3, 7 - 10 pm - A SOULful Christmas, Delta Athenaeum, 900 
E. Linwood Blvd. Enjoy a night of soulful renditions of your favorite 
Christmas songs by KC’s finest singers, including Marlin Thatcher 
Jr., Jaà Reneè, Ashley Phillips. Cost $15+
Wed., Dec 7, 7pm - Heartland Black Chamber of Commerce Holi-
day Recognition Dinner & Dance, Soiree Steak & Oyster House, 
1512 East 18th Street. A night of fine dining and dancing. Celebrate 
the contributions of corporate partners and small businesses. Cost 
$5+
Dec 7 - 24, Sat @ 2 & 7:30pm / Sun @ 1 & 5 pm - Kansas City Ballet 
performs “The Nutcracker” at the Kauffman Center, 1601 Broad-
way Blvd. Cost $34+
Dec 8 - 23 - 7:30 pm - A Spectacular Christmas Show from MTH 
Theater at Crown Center, 2450 Grand Blvd, Suite 301. An original 
revue featuring holiday tunes,, innovative arrangements of holiday 
classics, and more. Cost $54+
Fri., Dec. 9 - 7 pm - Voctave: Vocal Ensemble, Folly Theater, 301 W 
12th. The Spirit of the Season.  The 11 members of central-Florida-
based Voctave perform. The group makes its Kansas City debut, 
just in time to celebrate the holiday season. Cost $12.50+
Dec 9-11 & Dec 15-18 - Handel's “Messiah” and Christmas Festival, 
Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd. The 
Kansas City Symphony offers a pair of holiday performances in an 
energetic presentation of the season's favorite tunes. Cost $43.50+
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‘I Am a Man’ Civil Rights Exhibit Opens Nov. 17 at Black Archives
by Voice Staff

The Black Archives of Mid-America in Kansas 
City, in partnership with the Mid-America Arts 
Alliance, is hosting the national-touring exhibit 
“I AM A MAN: Photographs of the Civil Rights 
Movement, 1960-1970” from Nov. 17 to Jan. 7.

The exhibition takes its name, “I AM A MAN” 
from the slogan of the sanitation workers’ 
strike Martin Luther King, Jr., was supposed 
to lead the day after he was assassinated fifty 
years ago. Dr. King and other civil rights lead-
ers relied on the power of photographs to per-
suade and to motivate change during the civil 
rights movement. 

The exhibition.displays a range of photo-
graphs taken by amateurs, local photojournal-
ists, and internationally known photographers. 
Together, they provide a vivid visual story of 
the evolution of the Civil Rights Movement and 
shed light on the movement’s integration into 
daily life in the American South.

Visitors will recognize the photographs of 
protestors who carried signs with messages like 

“I Am A Man” or sat at segregated lunch counters 
as iconic images associated with the movement, 
but many other photos in the exhibition have 
rarely been seen until now. 

Key events include James Meredith’s admis-
sion to the University of Mississippi, Ku Klux 
Klan gatherings, the Selma-Montgomery March 
in Alabama, the sanitation workers’ strike in 
Memphis, Martin Luther King Jr.’s funeral, the 
Poor People’s Campaign, and the Mule Train.

The free exhibit includes 47 photographs, 
plus a film and some collectible memorabilia. 

The exhibit completed a stop at Wichita’s Kan-
sas African American Museum in October, and 
after closing in Kansas City in January will travel 
to Tennessee. It was organized by the Center for 
Study of the American South at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

The Black Archives of Mid-America is lo-
cated in the Historic 18th and Vine Jazz District 
in Kansas City at 1722 E. 17th St., and is open 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon. – Fri., and by appointment 
only Sat. and Sun.

Michelle Obama Shares Personal Stories 
Of Coping in Book “The Light We Carry”
by Darlene SuperVille, aSSociateD preSS

Michelle Obama said she struggled with a "crushing 
sense of hopelessness" after the 2020 presidential elec-
tion that was brought on by the death and isolation of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, a summer of political and 
racial unrest and the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

"I was in a low place," she said. Then she got an idea.
"Everyone was searching for some answers of how to 

cope. And for some reason they were asking me, 'What 
do you do?' I had to start thinking about that," the for-
mer first lady told People magazine in an interview for 
the release of her second book, "The Light We Carry: 
Overcoming in Uncertain Times." She’s also started a 
six-city book tour.

In the book, the former first lady tells how she 
steadies herself during these anxious times and how 
she works at overcoming her lifelong fear of change 
and doubts about herself.

"Over the 58 years that I've lived, I can look back and 
I can say, 'This is how I deal with fear. These are the 
things I say to myself when I need to pick myself up. 
This is how I stay visible in a world that doesn't neces-
sarily see a tall Black woman,'" she said. "This is how I 
stay armored up when I'm attacked. The book is that 
offering."

"I think people learn not through edict, but through 
stories," she told People for the magazine's Nov. 21 is-
sue.

She opens up in the book about everything from 
how awkward it is to make new friends to her expe-

riences with racism, marriage, parenting and even 
menopause.

She also writes about leaning on a "kitchen table" of 
close girlfriends, led by her 85-year-old mother, Mar-
ian Robinson. The group includes Kathleen Buhle, a 
hiking and yoga pal who is the ex-wife of President Joe 
Biden's son Hunter and the mother of Maisy Biden, Sa-
sha Obama's best friend.

In 2018, Mrs. Obama released her best-selling mem-
oir, "Becoming," that has sold more than 17 million 
copies worldwide, surpassing the sales of any memoir 
by a previous first lady or modern president, including 
her husband.

In her new book, the former first lady describes 
looking in the mirror and only seeing her flaws, and 
how she practices being kind to herself.

She said she also copes by indulging in what her 
husband calls "lowbrow TV."

"You name it, I watch it," she said, naming HGTV, 
anything on the Food Channel and dating shows like 
"Married at First Sight" among her viewing choices.

(you can stop here if this works or add the sentence 
below if it works better)

The former first lady described herself as an in-
formed citizen who reads the newspaper, gets briefs, 
sits with her husband every night and knows what's 
happening in the world.

But she said that "when I'm by myself, I need to be 
able to turn my head off and think about wallpaper."
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Instead of a Santa clone, local 
man Trent Lott blesses his 
community with a culturally  
rich holiday persona: the Soul  
of Santa.

By Bonita Gooch and Simone Garza

If you’re not hip to the Soul of Santa, you’re 
missing out.  

With his well well-tailored red suit, red 
dress hat and his immaculately trimmed 
gray beard, the Soul of Santa is a holiday 
figure whose legacy should live on and on.  

Instead of dressing up like a Black Santa, 
Kansas City resident Trent Lott, 72, blesses 
the Kansas City community with a cultur-
ally rich holiday persona, the Soul of Santa.   

The Soul of Santa isn’t just Santa in dif-
ferent clothes, says Lott.  The meaning is 
much deeper.  

Lott says the idea for the character he 
portrays came to him almost 30 years ago 
in a vision.  Christmas had been tough for 
him growing up as a child in a large, poor, 
but loving, Black family.  There weren’t of-
ten many shiny new toys under the tree.  

In his vision, he tussled with this charac-
ter – the Soul of Santa—about the unfair-
ness of a holiday where some people – es-
pecially the children – didn’t get much or 
anything.  The message that he received is 
that Christmas can be celebrated in many 
ways because Christmas isn’t really about 
all of the traditions we’ve grown to expect. 
Christmas is about what’s in our hearts – 
our souls – hence the Soul of Santa.  

“The Soul of Santa lives within all of us.  
He lives within our heart,” wrote Lott.  “He 
is every color he needs to be. For me, he is 
Black. It’s not his color that’s important, it’s 
what and who he represents.”

“You must look at your spirit first, the 
one that dwells on the inside and who is 
not judgmental. Your spirit cares about you 
and those around you,” Lott told IN Maga-
zine for a 2019 interview.  

Immediately after the dream, he found 
a design student at Central Missouri Uni-
versity to help him develop the costume.  
He’s been portraying the Soul of Santa ever 
since, with four years at the 18th and Vine 
Jazz District’s Christmas Tree Lighting.  

He’s developed a nonprofit, The Do Good 
Foundation.

“The Do Good Foundation mission has 
always been to bring joy and happiness to 
the inner city to those in areas of the city 
that are under served,” Lott said.

While the foundation does work and 
gives back to the community all year long, 
its major focus is on events centered around 
the Christmas holiday.  

Each year, with the help of sponsors, the 
foundation puts on the free Soul of Santa 
Community Breakfast for children in the 
community, and this will be the fourth year 
for the Soul of Santa Benefit Concert, held 
at the Gem Theater.  

Proceeds from the ticketed concert help 
fund the community breakfast and other 
giving activities the Do Good Foundation 
puts on throughout the year.  

Here’s the lineup for this year’s Soul of 
Santa events, all in the 18th and Vine Jazz 
District, Kansas City, MO. 

The annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
and Celebration is set for Fri. Dec. 2, at 6 
p.m.
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The Soul of Santa is a Kansas City holiday figure whose legacy should live on and on.  Trent Lott, who envisioned and portrays the character, has created a 
great holiday tradition.

The Soul of Santa Pours his Soul into Christmas 
The Holiday Benefit Concert  follows 

the Christmas Tree Lighting, and begins 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Gem Theater. This year, 
the concert features performers Eric Benet, 
Chante Moore, and dynamic musical per-
formances by Kim Keys, Andrea Tribitt, 
Amber "Flutienastiness" Underwood, Do-
ris Donley and more, and all produced by 
Grammy-nominated producer, singer, and 
songwriter Joseph "Jo Blaq" Macklin.  

Tickets start at $85, VIP tickets includ-
ing a reception to meet the performers and 
event sponsors.  

To purchase concert tickets, visit:https://
bit.ly/3E8GJW9  

The annual Soul of Santa Community 
Breakfast for kids is Sat., Dec.3, at 9 a.m. 
on 18th and Vine. This free event includes 
a toy giveaway, face painting, storytelling, 
and children can take a photo with the Soul 
of Santa. 

For more info on events and donations, 
visit TheSoulofSanta.org.


