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• Ford Motor Co.’s plant in Kansas City is 
adding 1,100 people to meet demand for 
electric vehicles
• Juneteenth 2022 Wichita, Kansas Events
2022 Kansas & Missouri Juneteenth Event 
List
• Doja Cat, Drake, Ari Lennox lead BET Awards 
nominations
• Riverfest is Back With the Best of the Past
• 21 Pillars Heartland Empowering 
Communities To Redefine Public Safety
• June Under the Stars Film Series Kicks Off 
This Saturday

•  Just in case you didn’t believe, the first 
phase of the Dunbar internal renovations is 
taking shape.
•  Congratulations Demetric! A former 
Wichita State Shocker will be the next boys 
basketball coach at Newton High School.
•  Here's our first list of Juneteenth Events in 
Wichita. Do you know of any we're missing?
•  With all the mass murders and single 
murders out there, it's easy to forget these 
are real people, with real lives, and people 
who loved them.
•  On Monday morning, May 23, 2022, a 
Wichita Police Officer was made aware of a 
concerning message sent via an anonymous 
internet platform regarding Wichita Mayor...
•  101 years ago, today the Tulsa Race 
Massacre began and continued for the next 
18 hours. Read more here from History.

• Breaking News: Kansas Supreme Court 
Affirms State Redistricting Plan Dividing 
Wyandotte County in Half
• THE VOICE Black Music Month song of the 
day.  This one was selected by our team 
member Elaine Hawkins Guillory.  
• Today at the KC Juneteenth Cultural Parade 
on 18th & Benton. A little rain was on the 
forecast, but that didn’t slow down the fun!
• 101 years ago, today the Tulsa Race 
Massacre began and continued for the next 
18 hours. Read more here from History.
• This is the first time Spire and Evergy are 
jointly offering PAYS to assist customers of 
both utilities.
• Passed if signed by Gov. Parson: - Millions in 
new funding directed to charter schools in St. 
Louis and Kansas City.
• Few Black climbers have made the trip. 
Before the team, only 10 Black climbers were 
among the nearly 6,000 summits of Everest 
completed across approximately 60 years.

Wichita SWAT Officers ‘De-Escalate’ Another Citizen, 
No Punishment After Texts Saying They ‘Needed It’

T
exts sent by 12 Wichita law enforcement 
officers drew considerable attention for 
racist comments and images, but beyond 

racism, many of the texts were “disturbing and 
unacceptable,” according to members of the city’s 
Citizen’s Review Board.

Along with racist texts, the thread included a 
disturbing series of texts where the SWAT officers 
congratulated each other for “permanent de-
escalation” i.e. killing people who “needed it.”

With last week’s “permanent de-escalation” 
of yet another Wichita citizen by members of 
Wichita’s SWAT, the 
community should 
question whether any of 
the three WPD officers in 
the de-escalation thread 
of texts, were involved in 
this shooting. To date, of 
the three WPD officers 
involved in the texts, one 
has resigned and the 
other two are still active 
members of the SWAT 
team.

Following initial review 
by Wichita Police top 
administrators, discipline 
of the officers was recommended but overturned 
by the City’s Human Resources Director. A review 
by the Wichita Citizens Review Board found one 
officer’s actions rose to the level of Conduct 
Unbecoming an Officer, meriting suspension or 
more significant sanctions.

One of the remaining two officers in the case 
may have been the officer that permanently 
deescalated Gregorio Banuelos, 39, during a 
standoff with police in West Wichita.

Officers responded to a call of shots being fired 
at a house in west Wichita. When they arrived, 
they found a woman and a child in the front yard 
and saw a man go into the house with a gun while 
another remaining person inside the house exited.

After a 10-hour standoff, the officer entered 
the home, and reportedly exchanged gunfire with 
Banuelos. As the officers retreated, WPD Capt. 
Jason Stephens said Banuelos followed them and 
“aggressively advanced on the officers.”

In a split-second decision, “two officers 
positioned outside saw this, believed he was 
moving towards those officers armed with a gun, 
and fired in defense of those officers,” Stephens 

said.
While WPD was quick to justify the shooting, it 

was this need to make split-second decisions that 
concerned members of the Citizen’s Review Board 
in their report.

“They [SWAT team members] can be faced with 
life and death decisions at a moment’s notice. 
Judgment is critically important. Bias, whether 
directly demonstrated or implicit, can impair 
performance and must be addressed,” wrote the 
Citizens Review Board in their report.

The board was also concerned by the officers’ 
“disrespect for efforts by the Department to 
promote de-escalation as a policy and to reduce 
the use of force.”

In the texts, the 
three officers rebuff the 
department’s de-escalation 
policy,

“For the record, you 
three are the ‘Ultimate 
De-Escalators’ on the team 
... each of you not only 
deescalated a SWAT call or 
soon-to-be a SWAT call but 
permanently deescalated 
people who needed 
permanent de-escalation ... 
and I’m proud of you guys. I 
know that isn’t PC to say and 

would be complained about on the WhatsApp, but 
that doesn’t make it less true,” wrote a Sedgwick 
County sergeant.

Two of the WPD officers reply with “liked” and 
“loved” and went on to congratulate the sergeant 
for also de-escalating “some people who needed 
it.”

The message from all four officers is:
•some people deserve to be shot dead by law 

enforcement officers
•Instead of leaving the decision of the person’s 

right to live or die to the courts, killing them on 
the spot is something to be proud of, and

•That they have in the past taken decisions into 
their own hands to “permanently deescalate,” or 
kill, individuals they felt deserved it.

While the city has promised a thorough 
and independent review of WPD’s culture and 
how it supports such inappropriate texts and 
belief systems, citizens’ lives remain at stake, 
with officers who clearly believe it’s okay to 
“permanently deescalate” or kill citizens while 
armed, ready and authorized to kill. This week, 
maybe, that’s exactly what one of them did, 
AGAIN!   

    Each of you not only 
deescalated a SWAT call 
or soon-to-be a SWAT 
call but permanently 
deescalated people who 
needed permanent de-
escalation ... and I’m 
proud of you guys. 

“

”Text between 

SWAT members  
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BEYONCÉ BREAKS THE 
INTERNET IN A CURVE-

HUGGING DRESS
Beyoncé has returned to Instagram 

to give us full glam in a curve hugging 
dress that we absolutely love!

Taking to the platform, the “Black is 
King” entertainer shared a photo set of 
herself donning a blue, red and white 
polka-dot dress with lace detailing that 
gave us fashion envy and more! The 
thin-strapped dress featured a side 
thigh-high slit and matching gloves 
which the entertainer wore to perfec-
tion. She paired the look with a small 

black handbag and 
added a pearl brace-
let on her wrists and 
dainty earrings in 

her ears to set the 
look off right. 
As for her hair, 
she wore her 
golden blonde 
locs straight 
down and 
parted over to 
one side of her 
face as she 
showed off 
the look from 
every angle.

Bey’s 260 million IG followers 
completely ate this look up, flooding 
the beauty’s IG comments with their 
stamps of approval.  Beyonce hadn’t 
graced us with an IG post since March.

MAN PLEADS GUILTY 
TO KILLING ‘WELCOME 

TO SWEETIE PIE’S’ 
STAR, IMPLICATES 

VICTIM’S UNCLE
As reported by The St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch, 30-year-old Travell 
Hill entered a guilty plea on June 3, 
admitting that he killed 21-year-old 
Andre Montgomery Jr. in March 2016. 
Montgomery was the grandson of 
restauranteur Robbie Montgomery, 
a former backup singer for Ike & 
Tina Turner who later launched her 
own soul food franchise in her native 
St. Louis. The OWN Network series, 
“Welcome to Sweetie Pie’s” ran from 
2011 to 2018.

Hill pleaded guilty to one count 
of murder-for-hire and one count of 
conspiracy to commit murder-for-hire. 
Both counts carry a mandatory life 
sentence.

In Friday’s plea, Hill admitted that 
he was hired to carry out the hit. He 
received $5,000 two days after the 

murder. He also implicated the person 
who ordered the hit.

That person, allegedly, was James 
“Tim” Norman, Andre Montgomery Jr.’s 
uncle and Robbie Montgomery’s son.

Hill stated that Norman hired him 
because “he wanted Montgomery 
dead.” Hill also stated that a woman, 
Terica Ellis, was also a part of the 
plot. Ellis allegedly lured Montgomery 
outside on the 3900 block of Natural 
Bridge Drive, where Hill would shoot 
him dead.

Norman and Ellis are currently 
awaiting trial on murder charges, and 
prosecutors will not seek the death 
penalty. And as if THAT wasn’t enough, 
Norman is also facing wire and mail 
fraud charges for trying to cash in on a 

6-figure sum in life-insurance policies 
that he took out on Montgomery prior 
to the killing.

MICHAEL B. JORDAN 
AND LORI HARVEY 

SPLIT: STEVE HARVEY 
SAYS HE’S ‘TEAM LORI’

Steve Harvey is supporting his 
daughter, Lori Harvey, after her re-
ported breakup, after a year and a half 
with actor Michael B. Jordan.

On his June 6 episode of “The 
Steve Harvey Morning Show,” the host 
said, “I’m Team Lori, one thousand 
percent.”

“She’s my daughter,” he said. “I 
love her. I support her.”

Neither Jordan nor Lori Harvey, 
a model, had commented on their 
reported split as of June 7. Lori Harvey 
appears to have scrubbed images of 
Jordan from her Instagram feed.

In January Steve Harvey said he was 
“uncomfortable” with a photo of his 
daughter sitting on Jordan’s lap but 
appreciated the “Black Panther” star’s 
generous gift-giving.

ATTORNEY BEN 
CRUMP SUBJECT OF 

NEW NETFLIX 
DOCUMENTARY ‘CIVIL’ 

Netflix has dropped the trailer for 
“Civil,” a new documentary that will 
explore the work of famed civil rights 
attorney Ben Crump.

The project hails from Emmy-
nominated director Nadia Hallgren, 
and producers Kenya Barris and Roger 
Ross Williams. Per press release, the 
doc is described as “an intimate vérité 
look at the life of maverick civil rights 
attorney and his mission to raise the 
value of Black life in America.”

In the documentary, Crump’s work 
on the cases of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor, and Andre Hall is highlighted.

The documentary will be released on 
Netflix on June 19 at 2 a.m. CST.

Jordan & HarveyMiss Robbie & son TimBeyoncé 
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T
he recent grocery store mass 
shooting in Buffalo, New York, 
is placing a spotlight on white 

supremacy.
Eighteen-year-old Payton Gendron 

drove three hours from his home in 
Conklin, New York, to the Tops grocery 
store on May 14, 2022, and shot 13 
people – most of them Black – killing 
10 shoppers. Gendron’s gun had racist 
expletives written on it, and his 180-
page online manifesto also repeated 
key elements of replacement theory.

This conspiracy theory, with roots 
in French nationalism of the 20th cen-
tury, falsely warns that Western elites 
and Jews are bringing immigrants into 
a country to replace white people.

Since the shooting, several Repub-
lican politicians and commentators 
have used language that echoes this 
idea.

Don’t let yourself be misled. Under-
stand issues with help from experts

For example, Missouri Senate can-
didate Eric Schmitt, the state attorney 

general, said in May that Democrats 
are “fundamentally trying to change 
this country through illegal immigra-
tion.”

As scholars of white supremacy, 
white nationalism and extremism, we 
think it is important to understand 
what replacement theory means and 
how it shapes various white suprema-
cist conspiracies, which motivate 
violent extremism.

Our research shows that this once-
fringe theory has been gaining traction 
in the U.S. over the past few decades. 
It is necessary to understand the 
various elements that lead people to 
commit domestic violent extremism in 
order to stop it from happening. Here 
are three key points about replace-
ment theory to keep in mind.

WHAT IS REPLACEMENT THEORY?

Those who believe in replacement 
theory think there is an organized, 
conspiratorial effort across all levels of 
society to establish a “great replace-
ment” of white people, white civiliza-
tion and white culture.

For those who accept this false idea, 

the threat poses an existential danger 
to white identity and society.

Four out of 10 Americans identify as 
nonwhite, and the numbers of white 
people in the U.S. are expected to 
continue to decline, according to U.S. 
Census projections.

That ultimately means less influ-
ence and power over time for white 
people. Replacement theory believ-
ers think that they must correct the 
declining influence of white voters and 
white identity through whatever means 
they can.

One key element of replacement 
theory targets immigrants, and the 
belief that immigrants are part of a 
plot to replace the political power 
and culture of white people living in 
Western countries.

But the theory isn’t just about 
immigrants. Like the rest of white 
supremacist ideology, replacement 
theory also extends to Jewish people 
and Black people, seeing them as 
inferior and a threat to white people. 
The Buffalo shooter targeted victims in 
a predominantly Black neighborhood, 
and because they were Black.

WHAT’S THE HISTORY OF 

REPLACEMENT THEORY?

Replacement theory traces back 
to the early 20th-century writings of 
French nationalist Maurice Barres, 
who warned of a new population of 
immigrants that would take over and 
“ruin our homeland.”

The idea of a Jewish conspiracy to 
dominate the world was articulated 
in the antisemitic document “The 
Protocols of Elders of Zion,” first 
published in 1903 in Russia, and then 
moving west into Europe and the U.S. 
Replacement theory also guided the 
Nazis’ genocide of 6 million Jewish 
people during World War II.

In the 1960s and 1970s, many 
American white supremacists, like Klu 
Klux Klan leader Thomas Robb, reiter-
ated replacement ideas in their racist 
political advocacy. White supremacists 
generally believe white people are 
superior to all other people.

In the 1980s, Ku Klux Klan leader 
David Duke, white supremacist Don 
Black and others centered conversa-
tions about replacement theory in the 
U.S. on immigration and the idea that 

immigrants will reshuffle demograph-
ics, eventually replacing white people.

Throughout the 1990s, racist skin-
head groups and the growing online 
networks of white supremacists also 
promoted variations of the replace-
ment theory to justify their politics 
and violence.

Around this time, the internet 
became a main forum for recruiting 
more white supremacists. And one 
of the common ideologies shared 
across online groups and forums was 
a replacement narrative – now closely 
tied to immigration.

Many white supremacist and 
nationalist groups and leaders in the 
U.S. continue to embrace replacement 
narratives. This conspiracy theory has 
become a standard element of white 
nationalism that motivates violence 
in the U.S. and across the globe. A 
shooter who killed at least 50 Muslim 
people at mosques in New Zealand in 
2019, for example, wrote about an al-
leged “assault on European people.”

Replacement Theory Isn’t New 

Three things to 

know about how 

this once-fringe 

conspiracy has 

become more 

mainstream

By Paul Becker & Art Jipson
University of Dayton

See THEORY page 10
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 5State  News

A
lthough the candidate filing 
deadline for some district 
races that were impacted by the 

redistricting lawsuit isn’t until June 
10, the candidates for the statewide 
offices are set with a surprisingly large 
list of candidates for some races with 
a large number of candidates facing 
no opposition, including Wichita’s 
current Congressman Ron Estes, and 
the District One Congressman Tracey 
Mann running unopposed and more 
than likely headed back to Washing-
ton, D.C., next year.  

Here’s how it stacks up in several 
other races.  

U.S. SENATE
Talking about a crowded field.  Kan-

sas Democrats, who often can’t find 
one candidate to run for office, have 

six individuals contending for the right 
to face off against incumbent Senator 
Jerry Moran, who has one Repub-
lican contender to face-off against in 
the primary.  

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
As explained above, two of the 

state’s four congressmen – Mann and 
Estes – are running unopposed.  In 
the 3nd District, which Republicans 
are trying so hard to wrangle away 
from Democrat Sharice Davids, 
two Republicans will face off in the 
primary.  In the 2nd District, incum-
bent Jake LaTurner will not have 
a primary and will face off against 
Democrat Patrick Schmidt, a for-
mer U.S. Navy intelligence officer.  

GOVERNOR 
Incumbent Governor Laura Kelly 

Kansas 2022 Election August 2 Primary Ballot Taking Shape 
•  Many races, especially Democrats but a lot of Republicans, don’t have opposition in the primary 
and will advance directly to the November general election.   

Kansas House District 35 Will 
Have New Representative 

A
fter serving in the Kansas 
legislature for 28 years, 
Kansas State Representative 

Broderick Henderson has decided 
not to seek reelection.  Broder-
ick represents the 35th Kansas 
District, which covers most of 
northeast Kansas City.  The district 
is bounded on the north and east 
by the missouri River, goes as far 
west as 67th and 72nd Streets, with 
a south boundary that jigsaws back 
and forth but remains predominant-
ly north of Georgia Avenue.  

The new representative for 
the district will be either Nelson 

Gabriel or Marvin 

Robinson II, who have both been 
active in the city for years. Gabriel, 
who is director of the nonprofit 
made men, ran against henderson 
in 2020, losing in a close primary 
race.  Robinson, a veteran, has 
been active throughout Wyandotte 
County, but is well known for his 
efforts to preserve the historic 
Quindaro Ruins.  

The two will face-off in the 
August primary with the winner 
virtually assured the seat since 
there is not a Republican candidate 
to face-off against in the november 

general election.  

is seeking re-election along with cur-
rent Lt. Gov. David Toland and will 
likely face-off against current Kansas 
Attorney General Derek Schmidt, 
who surprised Democrats and Repub-
licans when he side-stepped some 
experienced elected officials here at 
home and instead selected political 
appointee Katie Sawyer as his run-
ning mate.  Sawyer, 38, is a staffer 
for U.S. Senator Roger Marshall.  If 
elected, she would be the youngest 
lieutenant governor in the state’s 
history.  

Before she’s on the ballot in 
November, Kelly must beat out 
an opponent in the Democratic 
primary.   Running against her is the 
team of Richard S. Karnowski 
for governor and Barry J. Franco 
for lieutenant governor.  The most 
we could find about Karnoswki is that 
he’s an accountant in Seneca, KS, a 
town just south of the Nebraska line, 
in central Kansas.  

ATTORNEY GENERAL
With current Atty. Gen Derek 
Schmidt in the governor’s race, the 
attorney general race is a crowded 
field for Republicans.  Former police 
officer and prosecutor Chris Mann is 
the only Democrat to file for the open 
seat.  As a junior at the University of 
Kansas in 1988, Mann became the 
youngest officer in the Lawrence Police 
Department, but his career in law 
enforcement was ended prematurely 
when he was hit by a drunk driver 
while he was walking along the road-
side during a traffic stop.  He switched 
his career to law, graduating from 
Washburn University and joining the 
Wyandotte County District Attorney’s 
office as a prosecutor.  Since then, 
he’s served as an assistant attorney 
general with the Kansas Securities 
Commission prosecuting white-collar 
criminals. He also worked with the 
Kansas Legislature to reform DUI laws 
to require ignition locks on vehicles 
driven by people charged with DUI. 

Running as Republican candidates 
for Kansas Attorney General are:  Tony 
Mattivi, Kellie Warren and former 

Kelly

Kansas Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach, who has already run 
unsuccessfully for U.S. senator 
and Kansas governor.  Mattivi is 
a retired federal prosecutor and 
Warren is a current member of the 
Kansas Senate representing east-
ern Johnson County, who identifies 
as a conservative candidate.  

SECRETARY OF STATE
The position of Secretary 

of State, which oversees Kansas 

elections, is currently held by Scott 
Schwab, a Republican who is seek-
ing reelection.  He has a primary 
contender, Mike Brown, a conserva-
tive candidate from Johnson County, 
who is determined to tighten down 
the state’s elections.  

Jeanna Repass is the Democratic 
candidate for Secretary of State.  She’s 
running on a platform of restor-
ing public confidence in the state’s 
election system, the voting process 
and ballot access. Repass, African 

American and first-time 
candidate from Johnson County, says, 
“previous Secretaries of State have 
used the office to pursue personal 
political agendas,” but her agenda is 
to serve the people of Kansas. 

TREASURER 
Current State Treasurer Lynn 

Rogers, a Democrat, is seeking 
reelection.  Rogers, a former state 
senator from Wichita, ran alongside 

Repass

Gabriel

Mann Rogers

HendersonRobinson

P
atrick Penn, the only African-
American Republican member 
of the Kansas house repre-

sents the 85th District in far north-
east Sedgwick 
County, 
including Bel 
Aire and going 
into northwest 
Butler County, 
including 
Benton.  Penn 
is being 
challenged by 
Jalon Britton.  
Both are strong 

family men with three to four young 
children. Big difference, Penn says 
he’s a conservative, Britton doesn’t.  

State’s Black Republican Rep Has Challenger 

Britton Penn

See KANSAS page 10
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See MISSOURI page 10

T
he ballots are set for the August 
2 Missouri party primaries 
to whittle the candidate lists 

down to the one contender from each 
party.  In some races, there’s a lot of 
whittling that needs to be done, while 
a number of candidates are already 
basically elected since nobody from 
any party filed to run against them.  

US SENATE RACE

After 12 years in office, incumbent 
Missouri Senator Ray Blount has 
decided not to run for reelection and 
it appears the flood gates opened for 
people seeking to replace him.  There 
are 21 Republicans, 11 Democrats, 
1 Libertarian and 1 Constitution 
Party candidates vying to replace 
him.  While the field may be crowded 
at this point, the Republican race is 
being considered a race among three 
high-profile candidates: Missouri’s 
embattled former governor Eric Gre-
itens, Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler 
and Atty. Gen Eric Schmitt.  

In a state dominated by Republi-
cans, so far, it’s difficult for any Demo-
cratic candidate to get much attention, 
but there are six African-American 
candidates vying for the Democrats’ 
nod.  They are:

Jewel Kelly Jr, Festus, MO, is a 
lawyer with no previous elected experi-
ence.  His career experience includes 
small-business ownership as well as 
work as an operations manager for an 
American multinational conglomerate.  

Lewis Rolen, St. Louis, has no 
previous elected experience.  He 
is a graduate of Harris-Stowe State 
University.  Formerly a social studies 
teacher, he now works as an operation 
assistant for the Washington University 
Department of Otolaryngology. Previ-
ously, he was a middle school social 
studies teacher.

Gena Ross, Platte City, has a Ph.d. 
from Walden University.  In 2020, she 
was the Democrats’ candidate for the 
state’s 6th Congressional District. Ross 
worked as an assistant professor of 
business at Kansas City Kansas Com-
munity College and previously as a 
constituent services representative for 
former U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill. 

Joshua Shipp, St. Louis, has a 
graduate degree from Logan Univer-
sity.  He has no prior political experi-

ence and works as a clinical exercise 
physiologist. 

Clarence Taylor, St. Louis. We 
weren’t able to find out much about 
him other than he was born in Los 
Angeles and that he has no elected 
experience.  

Carla Coffee Wright, St. Louis. 
In 2018, out of 21 candidates in both 
primaries for U.S. senator, Wright is 
the only Black candidate.  Wright, 
who has an associate’s degree from 
St. Louis Community College, is best 
known in St. Louis as the organizer of 
the Juneteenth Celebration. 

STATE AUDITOR 

In Missouri, the state auditor is the 
state’s chief fiscal regulator.  The office 
is responsible for conducting financial 
and performance audits for approxi-
mately 200 state agencies, boards, and 
commissions, and the state's judicial 
branch.  

The Republican incumbent Scott 
Fitzgerald,  who was appointed to the 
position in December 2018 is seeking 
reelection.  He has a Republican com-
petitor in the primary, David Gregory, 
who previously served in the Missouri 
House.  

Alan Green is the sole Democrat 
vying for the position.  Green, from 
Florissant, served in the Missouri 
House from 2014 to 2021.  

U.S. CONGRESS

Even with new district maps, Mis-
souri still has two districts where an 
African-American candidate has a 
strong opportunity to prevail: the 1st 
and 5th Districts 

District 5, Kansas City, is currently 
represented by Emanuel Cleaver, 
who was first elected to the position 
in 2005.  Including Cleaver, there 
are six candidates vying for this seat 
– 3 Republicans, 2 Democrats and 
1 Libertarian.  Cleaver’s Democratic 
contender is Maite Salazar, who says 
her opponent is a centrist, corporate 
Democrat.   

District 1, in St. Louis, is cur-
rently represented by Cori Bush, 
who was elected for the first time in 
2020, upsetting 20-year incumbent 
William Lacy Clay.  It appears a group 
of candidates don’t want Bush to get 
too comfortable in her seat.  Including 
Bush, there are eight candidates in 
her race – 5 Republicans, 2 Demo-
crats and 1 Libertarian.  All four of her 

Democratic competitors are Black.  
Vying against Bush for this St. 

Louis district are:  

Steve Roberts is a member of 
the Missouri State Senate, whose 
term doesn’t expire in 2025.  A 
graduate of Pepperdine Law School, 
Roberts’ career experience includes 
working as a congressional intern, 
a law clerk with the District Attor-
ney's Office in the City of Comp-
ton, CA, and an attorney with AP 
Wireless Infrastructure Partners.  
Roberts is a 2nd lieutenant in the 
Missouri Air National Guard 

Earl Andre Childress II de-
scribes himself as a businessman, 
economic rights leader, ordained 
pastor and financial activist.  He is 
the founder and pastor of Christ 
Embassy Church International, 
located in St. Louis, MO. He has a 
degree in communications from 
Lindenwood University.  

Michael Daniels is an attorney 
and for most of his law career 
has served as a civil law attorney 
in personal injury cases and has 
served as a court-appointed at-
torney representing prisoner claims 
of constitutional rights violations 
against the government.  

While Michael has not served as 
an elected official, he has worked 
on numerous high-profile cam-
paigns and served on the staffs of 
several elected officials.

MISSOURI HOUSE, 
KANSAS CITY SEATS

All members of the Missouri 
House of Representatives are up for 
reelection this year.  Of the seven 
African-American representatives 
from the Kansas City area, three are 
unopposed:  Ashley Bland Man-
love (26th), Michael Johnson 
(23), and Richard Brown (27th). 
Michael Sharp is also running 
unopposed, but due to redistricting, 
he’s not running as an incum-
bent in his previous 36th District; 
instead, he’s running unopposed in 
the 37th District.  

Redistricting pushes current 37th 
District Representative Annette 
Turnbaugh, a Republican, into the 
36th District.  Turnbaugh has com-
petition from Republican John Boyd 
Jr. in the primary, and the winner of 

that race will face off 
against new candidate 
Anthony Ealy, a 2020 
Missouri University 
Law School graduate.  
Although he has not 
run for office before, 
Ealy has worked with 

Who Isn’t Running for U.S. Senate in Missouri and Other Races? 
By Bonita Gooch
The community Voice

Daniels

Brown

Roberts

sharp

Bush

ealy

Graves

taylor

Green Hanson

Barnes

Childress

Ross

Kelly

shipp

Rolen

Wright
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T
he 47th annual Black Achievers in Busi-
ness and Industry Awards Ceremony will be 
extra special this year, with the organization’s 

founder Congressman Emanuel Cleaver on hand for 
the celebration.  

At the banquet, to be held Thurs., June 16, 7 
p.m. at the Kansas City Regional Police Academy, 14  
achievers will be presented  there awards.  

In 1974 Cleaver founded the not-for-profit Black 
Achievers Society of Greater Kansas City to honor Afri-
can Americans in business and industry.  in 1993, in 
addition to acknowledging African American Business 
professionals, the organization also began providing 
scholarships to area youth.

“When I founded the Black Achievers Society 
nearly five decades ago, I never could have imagined 
the profound impact it would have on the African-
American community in Kansas City. After 47 years, 
what was once just an idea in my mind has blos-
somed into the critical consortium of industry leaders 
and businesses we celebrate today,” said Congress-
man Emanuel Cleaver.

In addition to recognizing this year’s 14 achiever 
inductees, the companies they represent will also be 
recognized for their support and dedication to the 
mission of the Black Achievers Society of Greater 
Kansas City.   This year’s high school scholarship 

recipients will also be recognized during the banquet.  
“Having Congressman Cleaver in attendance to 

witness the impact of his legacy is a very special 
component; 
making this 
night an 
awesome 
night as we 
recognize 
Achievers 
and Schol-
ars,” said 
Grant Mi-
chael Lewis, 
president of 
the Black 
Achiever’s 
Society of Kansas City.

In addition to fostering collaboration between 
high achieving African American business 
professionals who are invested in the community 
the Achiever have a long program history of 
providing leadership development exposure and 
scholarships to area youth. 

“As the Black community and Black-owned 
businesses seek to rebuild 
from the catastrophic 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Black Achievers Society is 
needed now more than ever. As long as this organiza-
tion centers its focus on educating and providing 

leadership to the next generation of Black leaders 
in Kansas City, it will have an ardent supporter in 
Emanuel Cleaver,” added Cleaver.
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• June 17, 2022
white night event 
8:00 pm - 11:00 pm CST

• June 18, 2022
breakout session & 
awards lunch
8:00 Am - 12:30 pm CST

• June 19, 2022
graduation
12:30 pm - 02:30 pm CST

June 16th  Keynote Speakers • Roundtable Discussion • Vendor Booth Expo

FREE:

FRee
• June 16, 2022
summit 9:00 Am - 1:00 pm CST

expo 2:00 pm - 8:00 pm

the kansas cross-cultural collaborative

Explore what makes Diversity 
Development unique.

kolloh nimley, president
contact us: e-mail: knimley@kscollaborative.org
Website: www.kscollaborative.org • Phone: (785)789-2548

our three-fold mission:

•  Equip people on what makes each other different.
•  Empower people to transform their differences 
•  Enable people to continuously improve diversity, inclusion, 
and equity

“Building thriving organizations through Diversity Development”

Congressman Cleaver to Celebrate Black Achievers Society he Founded Decades Ago

Cleaver

Record $7.9 Million Returned 
Through Free Tax Return Assistance

T
he Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) initiative, managed by United Way of 
the Plains, has established a new record in the value of returns processed by IRS-
trained volunteers offering free tax return preparation. The program processed 

$7.6 million in returns last year. This year, 120 volunteers processed more than 5,000 
returns valued at $7.9 million.

The VITA program volunteers assist families and individuals making $60,000 or less 
per year with filing their tax returns to ensure they receive the tax credits they’ve earned. 
Many individuals depend on their income tax refund to help with car repair bills, mort-
gage payments and other basic life necessities.

 “Our goal is to increase our financial impact every year and so we’re very pleased 
that we topped last year’s record-breaking numbers,” Colleen O’Callaghan, VITA Pro-
gram Manager at United Way of the Plains.
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S
tudent loan borrowers who anxiously await President 
Joe Biden’s decision on whether to forgive their debt 
might have to cool their heels for another couple of 

months. It could be late summer before the White House 
issues an announcement — if one is forthcoming at all.

Biden is likely to delay his announcement until at least 
July or August, the Wall Street Journal reported, citing 
comments from administration officials and others famil-
iar with the situation. That would push his announcement 

closer to the end of the federal student loan repayment 
pause, which is scheduled to stop on August 31, 2022. 
The pause, which went into effect in March 2020, has 
given millions of federal student borrowers relief from 
student debt during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Canceling $10,000 per borrower would cost the 
government about $321 billion and completely forgive the 
loans of about one-third of student loan borrowers, CNBC 
reported.

The interviews, 
they said, seemed 
to be more about 
helping Wells Fargo 
record its diversity 
efforts on paper — 
partly in anticipa-
tion of possible 
regulatory audits 
— rather than 
hiring more women 
or people of color. 
All but three spoke 
on the condition of anonymity because 
they were afraid of losing their jobs at 
Wells Fargo or their new employers.

In an emailed statement, Raschelle 
Burton, a Wells Fargo spokeswoman, 
said the bank expected all employ-
ees to follow its hiring policies and 
guidelines, which are communicated 
across the firm. “To the extent that 
individual employees are engaging in 
the behavior as described by The New 
York Times, we do not tolerate it,” Ms. 
Burton said.

Ms. Burton said she was aware that 
informal directives about hiring diverse 
candidates had long circulated inside 

the bank. But 
those rules were 
from an earlier 
era that the bank’s 
current leaders had 
nothing to do with, 
she added. Most 
of Wells Fargo’s 
top management 
turned over in 
2020 after a 
scandal involving 
the creation of 

fraudulent accounts damaged the 
bank’s reputation and led to more 
than $4.5 billion in fines.

The internal confusion around 
Wells Fargo’s diversity policies 
highlights how even the noblest goals 
can end up getting warped as they 
make their way from idea to practice, 
ultimately hurting the very people 
they were meant to help. 

Two years ago, in light of the 
national reckoning on race that 
followed the murder of George 
Floyd, Wells Fargo was among the 
companies that pledged to increase 
diversity.
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B
lack and female candidates are 
sometimes interviewed after the 
recipient of a job is identified, 

current and former employees say.
Joe Bruno, a former executive in 

the wealth management division of 
Wells Fargo, had long been troubled by 
the way his unit handled certain job 
interviews.

For many open positions, employ-
ees would interview a “diverse” candi-
date — the bank’s term for a woman 
or person of color — in keeping with 

the bank’s yearslong informal policy. 
But Mr. Bruno noticed that often, the 
so-called diverse candidate would be 
interviewed for a job that had already 
been promised to someone else.

He complained to his bosses. They 
dismissed his claims. Last August, Mr. 
Bruno, 58, was fired. In an interview, 
he said Wells Fargo retaliated against 
him for telling his superiors that the 
“fake interviews” were “inappropriate, 
morally wrong, ethically wrong.”

Wells Fargo said Mr. Bruno was 

dismissed for retaliating against a fel-
low employee.

Mr. Bruno is one of seven current 
and former Wells Fargo employees 
who said that they were instructed 
by their direct bosses or human 
resources managers in the bank’s 
wealth management unit to interview 
“diverse” candidates — even though 
the decision had already been made 
to give the job to another candidate. 
Five others said they were aware of the 
practice, or helped to arrange it.

At Wells Fargo, a Quest to Increase Diversity Leads to Fake Job Interviews

A Student Loan Forgiveness Announcement from 
Biden Won’t Come Until Late Summer – If at All
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Congressman Cleaver and interned 
for the Minority Floor Leader in the 
Missouri State Capitol 

Jerome Barnes (28th District) will 
face off against a Republican contend-
er Jennell Houts, Raytown.  Barnes 
was first elected to office in 2017.  

Yolanda Young (22nd District) has 

two Democratic contenders. Davitta 

Hansen, who works for KCMO Hous-
ing and Community Development 
and Kevon Graves, who says he has 
a long history of working in the com-
munity and politics. He interned at 
the capitol for Brandon Ellington and 
Randy Dunn. 

MISSOURI SENATE 

The 8th Senate District, covering the 
eastern part of Jackson County, is cur-
rently represented by Mike Cierport, 
who is seeking reelection.  A Republi-
can, Cierport was first elected in 2018.  
He has one Republican contender in 

the primary and winner of that vote 
will face off against Antoine Jen-
nings, a Democrat, in November. 

Jennings, from Blue Springs, has 
worked in the nonprofit sector since 
2001. 

MISSOURI

from page 6

Gov. Laura Kelly as her successful 
lieutenant governor candidate.  
However, after then-State Treasurer 
Jake LaTurner won a seat in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, Kelly 
appointed Rogers to fill the treasurer’s 

position LaTurner vacated.  
The State Treasurer is the chief 

custodian of Kansas' cash deposits, 
monies from bond sales, and other 
securities and collateral, and directs 
the investments of those assets. In 
response to Russia’s ongoing attack 
of Ukraine, Rogers was quick to call 
for the disinvestment of Kansas assets 

from Russian investments. Rogers said 
he wants to remain state treasurer to 
focus on better solutions to the state’s 
affordable housing crisis.   

“The treasurer’s office ought to 
become a hub of information on 
financial literacy,” he said. 

The Republican Party primary for 
state treasurer features state Rep. 

Steven Johnson of Assaria and state 
Sen. Caryn Tyson of Parker. 

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER

Kiel Corkran, a Democrat from 
Johnson, is running to unseat current 
Kansas Insurance Commissioner 
Vicki Schmidt, who he says has been 
bought by the insurance industry.  
Since filing for the office in 2018, 

Schmidt has taken $254,275.00 from 
insurance companies, healthcare 
providers, pharmaceutical companies, 
insurance and healthcare industry 
PACs, lobbying firms, financial 
investment firms, and related holding 
companies says Corkran, who is a 
K-State math major who worked as an 
IRS tax examining technician.

KANSAS

from page 5



IS THIS NOW GAINING 

POPULARITY IN THE US?

Conspiracy narratives, like the 
replacement theory, often find fertile 
ground during a period of cultural 
change.

As the U.S. population becomes 
more diverse, replacement narra-
tives have moved from the margins of 
extremism into the mainstream.

A May 2022 Associated Press public 
poll found that about 1 in 3 adults in 
the U.S. “believes an effort is under-
way to replace U.S.-born Americans 
with immigrants for electoral gains.”

The Buffalo shooting is only the 
latest deadly incident in which a 
violent perpetrator was motivated by 
the replacement theory – and it is 
unlikely to be the last. The shooter’s 
decision to livestream his rampage 
could motivate other extremists to 
hurt others, some experts say.

The violent extremist who attacked 

the Tree of Life synagogue in Pitts-
burgh in 2018 targeted Jewish people 
and killed 11. The shooter in the 
attacks at a Walmart in El Paso, Texas, 
in 2019 wanted to target Hispanic 
people, and killed 23.

The replacement theory also 
featured during a white supremacist 
“Unite the Right” rally in August 2017, 

when hundreds of white nationalists 
protested the removal of a Confederate 
statue in Charlottesville, Virginia. They 
marched and chanted, “You will not 
replace us” and “Jews will not replace 
us.” A 21-year-old white supremacist 
also drove his car through a crowd of 
counter protesters, killing one woman 
and injuring dozen

THEORY

from page 4





A 
federal grand jury indicted three 
St. Louis aldermen, includ-
ing the board’s president and 

longest-serving member, on charges 
of accepting bribes in exchange for the 
aldermen’s support on property tax 
abatements.

Board of Alderman President Lewis 
Reed, Ward 22 Alderman Jeffrey Boyd 
and former Ward 21 Alderman John 
Collins-Muhammad, who resigned 
last month, were indicted on federal 
charges Thursday for accepting a 
“stream of payments” and campaign 
donations.

The grand jury returned the indict-
ment on May 25. It was unsealed on 
Thursday morning as the defendants 
were expected to make initial appear-
ances in federal court in St. Louis later 
in the afternoon.

According to court filings, the three 
aldermen accepted payments from 
an unnamed source who sought tax 
abatements on two properties where 
they planned to construct gas stations, 

as well as minority business certifica-
tions and contracts with the city.

The unnamed individual sought to 
develop land in Collins-Muhammad’s 
and Boyd’s wards. This person gave 
thousands of dollars to the aldermen 
in return for their support on the tax 
abatements.

According to the indictment, 
Collins-Muhammad accepted a vehicle 
on top of cash for his support.

The documents show continued 
conversations between Collins-
Muhammad, Boyd and Reed as the 
unnamed individual sought the three 
aldermens’ support in receiving tax 
abatements on two properties located 
in northern St. Louis.

Collins faces three felony charges, 
while Boyd and Reed each face two 
counts.

The St. Louis Development Cor-
poration in April received subpoenas 
that sought records for two north city 
properties, located at 4201 Geraldine 
Ave and 5337 Von Phul St.

The subpoenas, provided to 
the Midwest Newsroom through a 
sunshine request submitted to the 
development corp, show the Federal 
Government commanded St. Louis’ 
development art to provide all records 
concerning the purchase of two 
properties.

The properties are owned by Mo-
hammed Almuttan, property records 
show, an owner of several properties 
and gas stations in the area. Almuttan 
could not be immediately reached for 
comment. 

According to the subpoenas, the 
development corporation was called 
before a grand jury to provide all 
records related to the purchase of the 
two properties

Requests for comment from the St. 
Louis Development Corporation were 
not immediately returned.

Ten-year tax abatements were pro-
posed for both properties but failed to 
materialize. Boyd proposed a 10-year 
tax abatement at 95% for 4201 Geral-

dine Avenue and Collins-Muhammed 
proposed a 10-year tax abatement at 
95% for 5337 Von Phul St.

Collins-Muhammed pushed for 
an abatement on the property at a 
Neighborhood Development commit-
tee meeting in Nov. 2020. The plan, he 
said, included constructing a mobile 
Gas Station and three other spaces for 

commercial retail at the location. He 
called the project a “great addition to 
the neighborhood.”

Collins-Muhammad resigned from 
his position on the board of alderman 
with little explanation last month. He 
wrote on Twitter that he had “made 
mistakes” and takes full responsibility 
for them.

St. Louis Board President Reed and Two Aldermen Indicted on Federal Bribery

From left, former St. Louis Alderman John Collins-Muhammad, 
Board of Alderman President Lewis Reed and Alderman Jeffrey 
Boyd were indicted Thursday on federal corruption charges 
(Brian Munoz and Carolina Hidalgo/St. Louis Public Radio).
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MORE COLLEGE GRADUATES page 14

2022 
College Graduates 

jianna e. Cousin
Clark Atlanta university

BA Mass Communication /
journalism - Magna Cum 

Laude
Parents: Rodney & 
Stephanie Cousins

Hailey Colborn
Princeton university

BA in english / Minor in 

African-American Studies, 

Gender & Sexuality 

Studies & Writing

Parents: Kevin & Denise 
Colborn

Samaria L. Hines
Allen Community College 

Associate Degree 
Parents: Samuel Hines & 

Kisha Redd

Stacy D. Holt jr.
Wichita State university

Master of Science 
Biological Science

Parents: Stacy Holt Sr. & 
Heather Holt

jesse Barnes
Baker university, 

Baldwin City
Doctorate educational 

Leadership
Parents: Lady Sandra 

& the late Bishop jesse 
Barnes

Kayla johnson
Spelman College
BA in elementary 

education - Magna Cum 
Laude

Parents: Robert & Linda 
johnson

Kiara Hutchins
Wichita State university
 Major in Integrated Mar-
keting-Communications /

Minor in Psychology 
Parents:Kevin & 

Stephanie Hutchins & 
nicole Strong

Savion Carter
Langston university

Parents: Dwight Carter & 
Myra Moody-McKnight / 

Grandmother: 
Foresteen Carter

Kenneth Brown
Kansas City Kansas 
Community College
Welding Certificate

Parents: Walter & Lillie 
Brown

Veronica estis
Kansas City Kansas 
Community College
Associate Degree in 

General Studies
Parent: Vanessa Smith

Mosaic Griffin
newman university

Master in Social Work
Parents: Angela Henderson 

& Gregory Griffin Sr.

Sh’Kaiya Hutchens 
university of Kansas
 BA Political Science / 

Minor in Spanish
Parents: Gloria Hutchens & 

the late Shannon 
Hutchens

Lauren e. eckels
Howard university

School of Business - 
Marketing

Parents: Reuben eckels 
& Carla eckels

Chloe Mcnair
johnson County 

Community College
Parents: Melissa Ross & 

Clarence Mcnair

Cameron Morgan
Wichita State university

Major in Integrated Market-
ing-Communications / 

Minor in Sociology
Parents: Kaye Monk-Mor-

gan & Derek Morgan

Melissa Ross
emporia State university

MS Curriculum 
& Instruction

Parents: Gquater johnson 
& the late james johnson

Kalia Custard
Sterling College

 BA Music Performance
Parents: Kristal & Tyson 
Hunter / Grandmother: 

Parlene Warren

D’Aonda Lollis-
Bush

Webster university
Master in Human Resource 

Management
Parent: Glenda Lollis

Congratulations!

G
raduation is an exciting time. it marks both an ending and a begin-
ning; it’s warm memories of the past and big dreams for the future.

When you think about the last four years, you’ll probably remember 
that your greatest lessons came from outside the classroom. it’s a good 
reminder that learning doesn’t stop just because you received a diploma.

Start each day believing in your dreams. Know without a doubt that you 
were made for great things.

Today is a milestone. it tells you how far you’ve come. Keep learning, 
keep trying and keep accomplishing on through your journey. Congratu-
lations, you did it! But remember that the hard work is just beginning!
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Allen Frazier
 Fort Worth eastern Hills 

Parents: RaShawndra 
Dean & Allen Frazier /

Grandmothers: elaine Guil-
lory & Rachel Foreman

Amarah Gilmore
Wichita northeast Magnet

Parents: johnathan & 
Christina Long, Roy 

Gilmore

Cheyenne Barnett
Wichita northeast Magnet

Parents: Chris & Aonya 
Barnett

Tarvell Barnes
Wichita Southeast
Parents: Tomasena 

Barnes & james Barnes

Andrea Carter
Wichita Heights

Parents: Andrea Carter 
Sr & etoy Arterberry

jamal Franklin
Wichita north

Parents: Catherine & 
jamal Franklin

Aaliyah 
Blanchard

Wichita northwest  
Parents: Anetra Burton & 

james Miller

jerious McKnight 
Wichita Chester Lewis

Parents: Malaka 
McKnight & Demetrius 

Patterson

Sha-Kira Littlejohn 
Wichita South

Parent: Krista Littlejohn

Xavier j. Milton
Wichita northeast Magnet
Parents: elder jermane 
& Lady Tamara Milton

ja’De’ Polite-el 
Wichita Chester Lewis
Parent: Angel Maliece 

Hale-el

Tajunique Thomas
Wichita West

Parents: Kalisha & 
Ronny Thomas / Grand-
mother: nonie Fitzgerald

Amarion Walker 
Wichita Southeast

Parents: Tiana Pitts & 
Brandon Walker

Ariyana Reddin 
Wichita Heights

Parents: jonathan & 
Shalandra Reddin

Angel Washington-el
Wichita Chester Lewis

Parents: Angel M. Washing-
ton-el and the late Taraz D. 

Polite

Makiel Starr
Wichita West

Parents: Bianca jones & 
Aaron Starr

Amaya M. Webb
Wichita east

Parents: Christy Atkins 
& Michael Webb jr.

Shamone Whittker
Wichita northwest

Parents: Crystal Allen 
Duncan, Sinclair Dun-
can, joseph Whittker

Leonard Wilkins
Wichita Heights

Parents: Tresa Hood & 
Leonard Wilkins

Mikayla Winfield
Wichita Southeast 

Parent: Teresa Winfield

Dash Cleveland
Lawrence Free State High

Parents: Frankye eva 
Hughes & Shannon 

Cleveland

Caleb Mcnair
Lawrence High School

Parents: Melissa Ross & 
Clarence Mcnair

Kamari Wiggins
Topeka Hope Street 

Academy
Grandmother: Renee 

Wiggins

Linden Duncan
Wichita Southeast

Parents: Patrice Duncan-
Beasley & Antoine Beasley

Charlton Cranford 
jr. 

Mansfield, TX- Legacy High
Parent: Charlton Cranford Sr.  
/ Grandparents: Dr. Sharon & 

the late Dr. evis Cranford

2022 
High School Graduates

jada Culley
Wichita Southeast

Parent: Tiffany Culley
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Kalasia Thomas
Sterling College

 BA Music Performance
Parents: Kalisha & Ronny 
Thomas / Grandmother: 

nonie Fitzgerald

Jordan Snipes
Tennessee State university  

BA - Major in Business 
Marketing / Minor in History
Parents: Antonio & LaToiya 
Mays / Grandparents: Rev. 

C. Richard & Frankie 
Kirkendoll

Kohl Hollinquest
university of Pennsylvania 

BS Business
Parents: Lynne Threatt & Lamont 

Hollinquest

Read us online @

communityvoiceks.com

or check us out on Facebook:

The Community Voice & The 

Community Voice KC

Stay tuned we’re rolling out a 

neW look SOOn!
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Kansas City News

O
fficials with the Unified Govern-
ment of Wyandotte County and 
Kansas City, KS, have acknowl-

edged that an ongoing federal grand 
jury investigation and a related civil law-
suit against it alleging widespread police 
corruption could result in significant 
financial problems.

In a prospectus to prospective 
municipal bond investors, the Unified 
Government said that an unfavorable 
outcome in a lawsuit filed by a former 
Kansas City, KS, resident who was 
wrongfully convicted of a double-ho-
micide in 1994 could have a “material 
adverse effect” on the Unified Govern-
ment’s finances and operations.

The trial of the lawsuit brought by 
Lamonte McIntyre, who was exonerated 
and freed from prison in 2017 after 
serving 23 years in prison, is scheduled 
to begin in October.

Lawyers for McIntyre have previously 
said in court filings that they’re seeking 
up to $93 million in damages from the 
Unified Government for their client. 
McIntyre’s mother, Rose McIntyre, also 

a plaintiff in the case, is seeking $30 
million in damages.

McIntyre claims that a sloppy and 
vindictive investigation by the Kansas 
City, KS, Police Department into the 
slayings of Doniel Quinn and Don-
ald Ewing resulted in his wrongful 
conviction. Rose McIntyre alleged that 
a detective in the case, Roger Golubski, 
sexually assaulted her in the late 1980s, 
continued pursuing her sexually and 
ultimately framed her son for the mur-
ders because she spurned him.

The damages Lamonte McIntyre and 
Rose McIntyre are seeking, a combined 
$123 million, would represent more 
than twice what the Unified Govern-
ment spent to run its police depart-
ment last year.

The financial risk disclosure ap-
peared in a March 2 official statement 
to investors as the Unified Government 
sought to raise $45 million from the 
sale of general obligation bonds to pay 
for public improvements. Securities 
laws require government officials to 
disclose any significant risks that inves-
tors face if they decide to buy municipal 
bonds.

The document said the Unified 

Government faces a number of claims 
and lawsuits but, in the opinion of its 
lawyers, none of them would result in a 
material effect on government finances 
— except for the McIntyre case.

A similar bond offering by the Uni-
fied Government a year ago made no 
mention of the McIntyre lawsuit, which 
was filed in 2018.

"The Unified Government is required 
to disclose financial liability that could 
materially and adversely affect the Uni-
fied Government’s financial position," 
the Unified Government said through 
a spokesperson. "To that end, the Uni-
fied Government disclosed Lamonte 
McIntyre’s case. Because it is pending 
litigation, the Unified Government can-
not comment further on the matter."

The March statement also referenced 
a federal grand jury investigation into 
Golubski that started in 2019. The pre-
cise nature of the grand jury matter re-
mains unknown. KCUR Radio reported 
in January on heavily redacted grand 
jury subpoenas that sought records 
from the Unified Government pertain-
ing to officer misconduct, including 
the use of informants, internal affairs 
reports and files on several homicides.

Golubski has been publicly accused 
of systematically exploiting Black 
women in Kansas City, KS, for decades 
by using his power as a police detective 
to demand sex from them and coerce 
them into offering fabricated testimony 
in support of cases he investigated. He 
also faces accusations that he shook 
down drug dealers in Kansas City, KS, 
and protected drug kingpins in the 
community.

The McIntyres are seeking to prove 
that top Kansas City, KS, police depart-
ment officials knew about Golubski’s 
alleged misconduct and tolerated it.

In court filings, Golubski has denied 

the accusations against him.
In a key hearing in the McIntyres' 

lawsuit May23-24, U.S. District Judge 
Kathryn H. Vratil declined to move the 
trial to Wichita due to publicity sur-
rounding the case in KCK, and ordered 
the UG and the McIntyres to begin 
mediation this month even as they pre-
pare for trial. She appointed new KCK 
mayor and retired deputy chief of police 
Tyrone Garner to help mediate.

“If it goes for plaintiffs, I think 
there’s going to be a huge verdict,” the 
judge said. “I’d be concerned about the 
public interest and good government if 
you lose this case.”

Unified Government Warns Investors of Possible Financial Risk From Upcoming McIntyre Trial

By Steve Vockrodt
Kansas News Service 



•  The trial of the lawsuit filed by Lamonte McIntyre, who was freed from prison in 2017 after serving 
23 years in prison after he was exonerated, is scheduled to begin in October.

Lamonte McIntyre speaking at the Kansas Statehouse. 
(File photo by Stephen Koranda)

F
ollowing two decades of effort, the 
Lincoln High/R.T. Coles National 
Alumni Association has opened a 

national alumni room in Lincoln High 
School, at the the northeast corner of 
19th and Tracy streets. The room, full of 
historic Coles and Lincoln High memo-
rabilia, honors the history of two of the 
most historic schools opened to serve 
Kansas City's African-American students.   

R T Coles Junior High and Voca-
tional School opened in 1936 as the 
only school that offered 8th grade 
to Black students. Coles also offered 
an option for students to learn a 
trade, including home economics, 
tailoring, cosmetology, and brick 

masonry.  Students wanting a more 
traditional education would move on 
to Lincoln, which formed originally as 
an elementary school but transitioned 
to a dedicated high school for Black 
students in 1885.

The idea for the alumni room dates 
back 30 years to the forming of the 
alumni association. However, it was 
another 10 years before the alumni 
room moved from being a thought 
to an idea in motion.  That’s when 
Ronald Walton, the current president 
of the Lincoln High/R.T. Coles National 
Alumni Association, and Grace Hardi-
man, the former president of the as-
sociation, agreed the history of the two 
schools needed to be saved in more 
than the hearts of the organization's 
members.  

“At that time, we didn't know 
how much history we could put our 
hands on, or just what was available. 
But it was the idea that the schools 
with a rich heritage needed to have 
something to show the path that we 
traveled,” Walton said. 

They reached out to a school board 
member and were given a few display 
cases along with permission to put the 
display cases in an open classroom at 
Lincoln.  

“So, we got really busy, got all the 
academic and sports trophies cleaned 
up and just took them up there and 
put them on the shelves,” Walton said.

Although they were unaware of the 
exact inventory they had, Walton said 
the idea grew in small increments 
from that point on.

Using the alumni association 
list, Walton sent letters to mem-
bers asking them for memora-
bilia to help fill the empty spaces 
on the shelves.  He was able to 
obtain graduation announce-
ments, letters, bulletin boards 
and school mascot sweaters. 

Over the next 10 to 12 years, 
progress on the room continued 
in spurts.  At one point, the 
alumni group had to give up the 
room because space was needed 
for a classroom.  Mostly, Walton 
said, progress on the project was 
slowed due to a constant reloca-
tion or promotion of Lincoln 
College Prep principals.  

Lincoln High / R.T. Coles Alumni Open Historic Memorabilia Room
By Simone Garza
The Community Voice 

See ALUMNI page 16

Historic Coles and Lincoln High 
memorabilia honors the history of two 
of the most historic schools opened to 
serve Kansas City's African-American 
students.   
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Kansas City Kicks Off Juneteenth with a Parade in Jazz District

D
rill teams, drumlines 
and floats paraded down 
East 18th Street on Sat., 

June 4, marking the beginning 
of Juneteenth celebrations in 
Kansas City with the fifth annual 
JuneteenthKC Cultural Parade.

Dance teams performed as 
they made their way through the 
streets of Kansas City’s 18th and 
Vine District. 

The annual parade is orga-
nized by JuneteenthKC, a local 
nonprofit organization. The Jazz 
District was lined with vendors 
selling their wares. The children 
were playing along the curbs 
as they waited for the parade to 
reach them. 

This year’s Grand Marshall, 
Kansas City Royals great and 

current Jackson County Execu-
tive Frank White Jr. kicked off 
the event.

Families gathered along 
the parade route cheering as 
firefighters, police officers, and 
civic organizations paraded 
before them.  A large group 
representing The Hope Center 

KC, a nonprofit that works to 
develop east Kansas City through 
community partnerships and 
advocacy, also gathered. Hip-hop 
and dance teams including 
Reign KC, Code Red Dance Team 
and The Kansas City Dynamites 
could be seen performing in 
sparkly costumes. 

“Even though we were able to collect 
literally tidbits of memorabilia, the idea 
of doing some greater things we never 
could sit down with all the principals 
and have a heart-to-heart talk and find 
out what they could do to help us,” 
Walton said.

In 2016, the vision of the alumni 
room started to accelerate when Walton 
asked Lincoln's new principal, Kristian 
Foster, if she would be interested in 
lending her hand and helping advance 
the project.  

“At first, she was a little hesitant, I 
guess, you know, being the new prin-
cipal at the school and her main focus 
was education and administration. But 
within a year she agreed to do whatever 
she could,” he said. 

From there the project really moved 

forward, thanks to people like:  
Larry Englebrick, a former mainte-

nance department supervisor, helped 
finish out and install the rest of the 
shelving needed for the room.  He also 
installed a glass partition in the room, 
making it a secured area.  

Derald Davis, assistant superinten-
dent of equity, inclusion and innovation 
at Kansas City Public Schools, also as-
sisted.  "Without his help, I might still 
be in limbo," Walton said.  

 Mike Sweeney, a former Missouri 
state historian, assisted with sorting 
and inventory.

In late May, Walton, members of 
the alumni association, community 
members and Lincoln students gath-
ered for the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the completed Coles/Lincoln High 
National Alumni Room. Refreshments 
were served, the alumni association 
presented three scholarships and eight 
community service awards - but, by far, 

the conversation and joyous exchanges 
of those who toured the completed 
room highlighting the decades of work, 
showed it was worth it.  

Walton said that there were so many 
times along the way where he felt like 
giving up, but there was something in 
his heart that said this was worthwhile.

He hopes when visitors tour the 

alumni room, they will acknowledge the 
dedication and hard work put into the 
project and understand, 

“We never gave up and just kept 
pushing forward,” said Walton.  “When it 
seemed like we weren't getting anywhere 
- this is the result and we just hope they 
appreciate it and enjoy it.”

For more in-

formation on the Lincoln High R.T. Coles 
National Association Alumni Association, 
visit www.lincolnrtcoles.org.

ALUMNI

from page 15

Simone Garza is a Report for 
America corps member based at The 

Community Voice covering Kansas 
City’s African-American community.

Drill teams, sororities, fraternities, KC 
Zoo, a tall man and an oversized pelican 
kept the excitment going during the 
parade in the historic Jazz District.

Photos by The Community Voice





(L) Former students of Lincoln High & Rt Coles Vocational school celebrated the new display room showcasing 
the school’s history. (R) alumni President Ronald Walton joins Principal Kristian Foster to cut the opening ribbon.
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Wichita News

D
rum rolls and add some 
trumpets for this extra special 
announcement.  

The Historic Dunbar Theater, Phase 
1A of a planned $18 million cultural 
hub for northeast Wichita, has been 
renovated, is open and ready for use.  

The theater, built in 1941 and 
closed in 1961 was more than just 
a movie theater.  Located at 9th and 
Cleveland, then the center of Wichita’s 
Black community, the theater was the 
social hub of the community.  In 2007, 
James Arbertha, founder of POWER 
Community Development corporation, 
says the facility “accidentally fell into 
his hands,” but he immediately had 
a vision for what he wanted to do with 
the facility, but renovating the building 
that had sat vacant for 40 years was no 
small task.  

Slow forward – not fast forward 
– 15 years and Arbertha’s dream is 
coming true with the opening of the 

renovated theater as a cultural center.  
“I’m excited as hell,” said Arbertha.  

“It just took longer than it should 
have.”  

Despite the delays and struggles 
to raise the money for the first-class 
renovation, made in compliance with 
the building’s status on the National 
Historic Registry, Arbertha said he 

never doubted they’d reach this first 
marker – opening the renovated facil-
ity, Phase 1A.   

The completed Phase 1A was the 
total renovation of the original theater 
building.  The renovation required al-
most taking the facility back to a shell 
before building it back.  That required 

installation of all new infrastructure:  
plumbing and electrical, heat and air.  
Aesthetic improvements included new 
floor tiles, new ceiling with lighting 
and 20 state-of-the art Wi-Fi speakers.  
The original brick walks were cleaned 
and reset as needed, but for better 
sound, framed cloth acoustic panels 
were  attached to the walls.  

The stage remains at the 
front of the building.  Two 
bathrooms; two offices; and 
two pantry areas, one with 
a sink, are both evenly distrib-
uted on both sides of the 
building’s front entry.  

Until Phase 1B is complete, 

the renovated building will function as 
a community center with a capacity to 
accommodate small gatherings of up 
to 49 guests. 

Even though the capacity is small, 
Arbertha has a big vision for things 
that can be done at the center.  The 
concept for the total project is a cul-
ture and performing arts center and 
that’s how he’d like to see this initial 
phase used.  He envisions the building 
hosting plays, movies, dance and 
music recitals, concerts, spoken word 
performances and fashion shows, just 
to name a few. And, performances 
don’t have to be just one night per 
week, says Arbertha.  A full-schedule 
of cultural events can be planned for 
the center.  

He would also like to see a perform-
ing arts troupe based out of the center, 
with lessons and a fully developed 
season of performances.  

The goal is to have things for people 
to do and reason for people to come to 
the community.  

“I used to see hundreds of people 
line 17th Street for Juneteenth and 
King Holiday parades, and then after 
the parade, you would never see them 
again,” said Arbertha.  “I wanted 

to provide something to do in our 
community at a place that “we” own 
instead of going out of our community 
and giving someone else our money.”  

Already, in conjunction with the 
Tallgrass Film Festival and The Kansas 
African American Museum, the 
center is hosting “Dunbar Under the 
Stars,” a three-week film series and 
a concluding street party.  The series 
runs through Sun., June 19.  For a 
complete list of “Dunbar Under the 
Stars” movies and times, see the box 
on this page.  

 If you have an idea for an event 
or just want to rent the facility for a 

meeting or seminar, it’s available. 
Although they had not been unboxed 
and set up when we arrived, the facil-
ity does have chairs and round tables, 
as well as banquet-style tables, for use.  
There are also four large televisions 
for videos.  

POWER is looking to hire a manager 
and a salesperson for the facility.  

The center will have its own tele-
phone lines, but they still haven’t been 
installed.  

For now, the center can be reached 
through POWER CDC at (316) 267-
3036.  

Historic Dunbar Theater Renovated and Open for Business 
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

J
ames Arbertha and his 
POWER Community Develop-
ment Corporation members 

won’t rest on their laurels for long 
before they start raising the $2.5 
million needed to complete Phase 
1B of the Dunbar Cultural Center 
project.  

Phase 1B includes more im-
provements to the original theater 
building and construction of a new 
two-story addition on the northeast 
side of the building. The addition 
will function as a new entry area 
and lobby for the theater, with 
bathrooms, concession stands and 
offices.

The original theater lacked an 
inside lobby area and individuals 
who walked up to buy a ticket were 
forced to stand outside in the ele-
ments. The new addition will add 
inside ticketing and a community 
meeting room. The addition will 
also have a basement for storage 
and offices.   

In the original Dunbar Theater, 
Phase 1B will deepen the stage 
by knocking out the back of the 
stage and adding additional room 
for back of the stage entry and 
exit.  This addition will also have a 
basement for dressing rooms and 
storage. 

What’s Next for the Dunbar Cultural Center?

L
ooking for some free family fun?  The 
Tallgrass Film Association, with the 
Kansas African American Museum, 

Power CDC, and Evergy Community In-
vestment Fund at the Wichita Community 
Foundation, along with the Historic Dunbar 
Theatre are presenting “Dunbar Under 
the Stars” at the Historic Dunbar Theater, 
1007 N. Cleveland, Wichita.

Imitation of Life (1959), June 11, 7 
p.m.  Running time: 125 min.  

A panel discussion for this film will 
precede the screening and will be moder-
ated by The Kansas African American 
Museum.

BlacKKKlansman (2018), June 18, 
8 p.m., Running Time: 128 min

There will be a post-screening Q&A with 
Kevin Willmott, who shared an Academy 
Award with Spike Lee for Best Adapted 
Screenplay for Black Kkklansman.

Space Jam (1996) With Street Party, 
June 19, 3 p.m. street party – 4 p.m. 

Running Time: 88 min
Before this screening, come out 

and enjoy a street party with music by 
Pioneer DJ Don in the Mixx, and pick up 
some food from U-Hungry Truck and My 
Madea’s Soul Food Truck. Free popcorn 
will be provided prior to the screening. 

Dunbar Under the Stars 
Continues Through June 19

(L) James Arbertha’s vision for the renovated center is for something new and 
different for the community.  (Above) Inside the renovated Dunbar Theater.
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Ol’ Skool & Gospel Big Hits at This Year’s Wichita Riverfest

O
n Sun., June 5, Classic funk set the 
tone for the evening at the 50th Annual 
Wichita Riverfest. The R & B 

group, WAR, had the crowd on their feet 
as they performed several of their hit 
songs including “Spill the Wine,” “The 
World Is a Ghetto,” “The Cisco Kid,” “Why 
Can’t We Be Friends?,” “Low Rider,” and 
“Summer. Rock band Prodigals and The 
Freedom Affair were their opening act.

On Mon., June 6, Fred Hammond and 
Bishop Cortez Vaughn brought praise 
party to GospelFest.

Hammond, known more for 
contemporary gospel music, has been 

a staple in the gospel music industry for more 
than 40 years. The audience sang along with 
Hammond as he sang many of his famous songs 
including “No Weapon” and “Blessed. 

Opening for  Hammond was Grammy & six-
time Stellar Award-winner Bishop Cortez Vaughn.  
Vaughn serves as lead pastor of Evangelistic 
Center International Ministries Kansas City and is 
one of the youngest bishops for the Global United 
Fellowship, consisting of over 1,200 churches 
worldwide, where he serves as the Bishop of 
Music & Fine Arts.

You don’t want to miss the RiverFest on Sat., 
June 11, which will end on a commemorative 
note when psychedelic funk legends The Family 

Stone with Rudy Love Jr and the Love Family 
Band kick off the evening entertainment.  

1. You couldn’t help but get your dance 
on during the WaR concert. 2. WaR lead 
singer Leroy “Lonnie” Jordan. 3. WaR 
saxophonists Scott Martin & Stanley 
Behren.  4. GospelFest Mc’s carla eckels 
and Brother B. 5. attendees got their 
praise on at GospelFest. 6. Gospel singer 
Fred hammond encouraged the audience.  
7. cortez Vaughn brought his energetic 
style to GospelFest.

1

2

3

4 5 6

7

Photos by The Community Voice
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21Events Calendar

JUNCTION CITY

Sat. June 11, 12 – 5 p.m.: 27th Annual June-
teenth Festival, heritage Park 101 W 6th Live 
entertainment, Vendors, Food Craft & information-
al, Scholarships, Awards & Special presentations. 
Scavenger hunt and Kids zone.

KANSAS CITY

Sat. June 11, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.: 6th Annual June-
teenth Celebration, nelson-Atkins museum of Art, 
4525 oak St. KCmo.

Sat., June 18,  8 a.m. – until: 2nd Annual Leeds-
Dunbar Juneteenth Picnic, 100 year Park Anni-
versary, yvonne Starks Wilson Park, 34th Terrace & 
Stadium Dr. Games, bounce house, prizes, music 
and entertainment for the entire family.  

Sat. June 18, - noon – 9 p.m.: 2022 Heritage 
Festival, 18th & Vine

10 a.m. 6 p.m. Bikers Blues & BBQ
1 -6 pm Live on the Blues Stage featuring The 

Go hard Band, Lady D, Tyree neal 
12 p.m. – 2 p.m. Gospel Jubilee, featuring 

Sensational Wonders and Troy Sanders 
2 p.m. – 3 p.m.: Community Performances
3 – 4 p.m.: DJ Showcase including guest per-

sonalities, contests & giveaways.
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.: Official Remarks Ceremony
6 – 9 p.m.: Levell, Men at Large & The Rude 

Boys
KANSAS CITY, KAN

Sat., June 18, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.:  Community 
Unity: Juneteenth in the ’Dotte, The Village 
initiative, 3004 n. 27th St KCKS. The event 
will feature many local celebrities. The parade 
beginning at 10th and Quindaro, ending at 27th 
and Quindaro. This free family event will also 
feature a variety of food trucks, various vendors 
and tables for health.BuyBlaKCK will also honor 
Juneteenth with a celebration at Kaw Point.

LAWRENCE

Fri., June 17,  7 p.m.: Community Gospel 

Choir, Victory Bible Church, 1942 massachusetts 

Sat., June 18,  11 a.m.: Parade on Massachu-
setts Street beginning at 6th Street to South Park

noon – 8 p.m.: 2022 Juneteenth Celebration, 
South Park, 1100 Block of massachusetts Street. 
main stage events: music, videos speakers, essay 
contest winners and more.     

Sun., June 19,  3 – 5 p.m. Walking Tour at Maple 
Grove Cemetery, Cross the Kansas River Bridge 
into north Lawrence, continue north on n. 2nd 
Street.

MANHATTAN

Mon., June 13, 6:30 p.m.: Juneteenth Movie 
Night: “BlacKKKlansman.” Forum hall, K-State 
union. Free

Wed., June 15, 7 p.m.: Juneteenth Lecture Se-
ries with Kevin Willmott, Shamrock Zone, 2201 
Kimball Ave.

Fri., June 17, 6 – 7:30 p.m.: Juneteenth Grilling 
Contest. Taster Kits $5. City Park. help judge the 
best BBQ in manhattan.

Fri., June 17, 8 p.m.: Arts in the Park feat. Private 
Property, Anita Jackson, Taynka mimi and Wil 
Robinson performing hits from the ’70s to 2021.

SALINA

Fri., June 17, 7 p.m. Wreath Laying Memorial 
service in honor of 20-year-old Dana Adams, who 

was lynched by  a mob in 1893 and has never 
received justice. We remember him and others who 
were almost forgotten – at Gypsum hill Cemetery, 
2020 e iron.

Sat., June 18, 8-10 a.m.: All-U-Can Eat Pancake 
Breakfast St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church, 
216 S. Chicago.: includes one serving of sausage, 
juice and coffee. Cost $3

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.: Gospel Extravaganza Loca-
tion: St. John’s MBC, 216 S. Chicago. featuring 
Roy Moye III, along with local choirs, praise danc-
ers and worship teams.

2 – 5 p.m.: Block Party - Location: St. John’s 
mBC, 216 S. Chicago. Games, vendors, music, 
food and The Kansas Black Farmers Association.

8:30 – 11:30 p.m.: Annual Dance. Martinelli’s 
Little italy, 158 S. Santa Fe. Dance the night 
away during this formal party.  Cash bar and hors 
d’oeuvres will be available. Cost $15 

To purchase tickets for any event or more infor-
mation visit SalinaJuneteenth.org

TOPEKA

Sat., June 11, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.: Family & Friends 
Juneteenth Celebration Parade, Williams Science 
and Fine Arts magnet School, 1301 Se monroe. 
Juneteenth Parade & Float Competition. To register 
and enter the competition visit https://form.jotform.
com/211436216460043 

Sat., June 11, 11 a.m.: Juneteenth Parade on 
Kansas Ave to Cushinberry Park, 335 Se 15th. 

Mon., June 13, 6 p.m.: TFFJC Youth Celebration

Tue., June 14, 7:30 P.m.: Taco Tues. Betty Phillips 
neighborhood Park, 3303 Se irvingham St.

Thur., June 16th,  6 p.m.: Essay Contest Ban-
quet, new mt. Zion Church, 2801 Se indian.

Sat., June 18, 10 a.m.: Juneteenth Celebration, 
hillcrest Community Center, 1800 Se 21st.  Lots of 
fun, lots of food. emcee eugene Williams, historian 
Sherri Camp and Radio Personality Danette Elkins
Sun., June 19, 3 p.m.: Gospel Extravaganza, St 

John Ame Church, 701 SW Topeka Ave.

Sun., June 19, 1 p.m.: All Kansas Worship 
Service, Kansas State Capitol Grounds, 10th & 
Jackson Street. Prayer day for our citizens and our 
leaders. Vendor Booths $15 contact Curtis Pitts at 
785-304-8547 or curtistpitts54@gmail.com

WICHITA

Fri., June 17, 6 – 9 p.m.: Sounds of Juneteenth. 
Bring your lawn chairs and get comfortable with 
the sounds of Juneteenth at the historic mcAdams 
Park.

Sat., June 18, 11 a.m. Juneteenth Parade to 
participate go to www.coreofwichita.org/juneteen-
thictparade

Sat., June 18, 11 a.m. – 9 p.m. Juneteenth Cel-
ebration in the park. mcAdams Park 1326 n ohio.

3 p.m. - 2nd Annual Carl Brewer BBQ Cookoff to 
register to participate go to www.coreofwichita.org/
carlbrewercookoff

Sun., June 19, 6 – 9 p.m. Concert in the Park 
mcAdams Park 1326 n ohio.

Sun., June 19, 2 - 4 p.m.: Juneteenth Annual 
Fathers Recognition at the Center, 1914 e 11th 
St N. Nominate fathers and father figures at the fol-
lowing link https://forms.gle/HRK6Fx4ugim4dfC38

Mon., June 20,  6:30 p.m.:  JuneteenthICT 
Gospel Night

Armbands needed for all events. 
For more information on schedule go to: 

www.coreofwichita.org/juneteenthict-schedule 

DUNBAR MOVIES UNDER THE STARS:

Sat., June 11, 7 p.m.: Panel Discussion moder-
ated by TKAAm

8 p.m.: “Imitation of Life”

Sat., June 18, 8 p.m.: “BlacKKKlansman” 
Q&A with Kevin Willmott

Sun., June 19, 3 p.m. Street Party with music 
by Pioneer DJ Don, food trucks & free popcorn

4 p.m. “Space Jam” &  food trucks.

KANSAS CITY
Sat., June 11, 1:30 p.m.: March For 
Our Lives, Gillham Park, 43rd St. and 
Gillham, KCmo, Today We march For 
our Lives and the Lives of All Children 
and Teachers!

Sat., June 18, 12pm  Brims, Bourbon 
& Cigars 18th & Vine KCmo, upscale 
day drinking and smoking on the patio 
on Vine. A Special Bourbon will be the 
special guest, top-notch cigars as well.

Sat. June 18, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  The 
Grove: The Blakk Co., 3634 main St. 
KCMO.  A melanated brunch experience 
infused in the spirit of arts, community, 
culture and food. Live artistry in the form 
of spoken word, poetry, live music and 

pure cultural representation. enjoy staple 
brunch delicatessen. To purchase tickets 
-  Cost $19+ theblakkco.com/thegrove.

Fri., June 17, 5 p.m. Gladstone Sum-
mertime Blues Fest, oak Grove Park, 
ne 76th St & Troost. enjoyed by Blues 
fans. enjoy the brats, hot dogs, kettle 
corn and more!! Admission is a sug-
gested $5 donation - Parking is $5

Sun., June 19- 25, 8:45 p.m.: Taps at 
the Tower, national WWi museum and 
memorial, 2 memorial Drive, KCmo. 
Come and use the grounds each 
evening, have a picnic, play games and 
enjoy the outdoors.  

Sat. June 25, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  The 
Grove: The Blakk Co. 3634 main St. 

KCMO.  A melanated brunch experience 
infused in the spirit of arts, community, 
culture and food Welcomes live artistry 
in the form of spoken word, poetry, live 
music and pure cultural representation. 
Brunch delicatessen with a taste of native 
cultural menu items. To purchase tickets- 
Cost $19+ theblakkco.com/thegrove

Sat. June 25, 12 p.m. Pride on Vine 
2.0, Vine St & 18th A celebration to ac-
knowledge integral cultural concept within 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Queer, Intersex (LGBTQI) community! 
Brunch w/Quez, Vendors, Food Trucks, 
Family Activities, Photo booth, Live Per-
formances, R&B! Pop! Jazz! Rap!Dance! 
Tickets $18 www.eventbrite.com/e/pride-
on-vine-20-tickets-315744709927

WICHITA EVENTS
Sat. June 11,  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Father’s Day Community Celebration, 
St. mark  umC, Lower Level, 1525 n 
Lorraine. Guest Speaker: Ret. Capt. 
Ron Johnson (Ferguson, MO Police 
Dept.).  Sponsored by Chaney Legacy 
Foundation. Fathers only. Free

Sat., June 11, 1:30 p.m.: March For 
Our Lives, old Town Square, Today we 
march For our Lives and the Lives of All 
Children and Teachers!
Sun., June 19 – 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.: Shop 
& Grub, naftzger Park, 601 e Douglas. 
Exciting outdoor entertainment opportuni-
ties like concerts, movies, pre-arena 
events and activities.

Thu., June 23, 7:30 p.m.  Summer 
Concert Series feat: Pretend Friend a 
genre-defying progressive bluegrass 
band. Bradley Fair, 2000 N Rock Rd.
Thu., June 30, 7:30 p.m. Summer 
Concert Series feat: injoy Fountain, 
soul, rock and pop 
music.  Wichita’s 
own featured 
on Season 17 of 
The Voice. 
Bradley 
Fair, 
2000 n 
Rock 
Rd.
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A
t a lunch for Tony Award 
nominees last month, veteran 
theater producer Ron Simons 

looked around and smiled. 
"I can guarantee you I have not 

seen this many people of color rep-
resented across all categories of the 
Tony Awards," he recalled. 

For the first full season since the 
death of George Floyd reignited a 
conversation about race and repre-
sentation in America, Broadway re-
sponded with one of its most diverse 
Tony slates yet.

Multiple Black artists were nomi-
nated in every single performance 
category, two of seven leading actors 
in a play, three of five leading ac-
tresses in a play, four of six featured 
actresses in a play, including three 
of five featured actors in a musical. 
There are 16 Black performance 
nods out of 33 slots — a very healthy 
48%.

By comparison, at the 2016 Tonys 

— the breakout season that included 
the diverse "Hamilton," "Eclipsed" 
and "The Color Purple" revival 
— 14 of the 40 acting nominees 
for plays and musicals or 35% were 
actors of color.

Eleven performers — includ-
ing Jaquel Spivey from "A Strange 
Loop," "Max Frost in "MJ" and 
Kara Young from "Clyde's" — re-
ceived a nod for their Broadway 
debut performances and 10 design-
ers received nominations for their 
Broadway debuts, as did creators 
like "A Strange Loop" playwright 
Michael R. Jackson and "Paradise 
Square" co-book writer Christina 
Anderson.

Other firsts this season included 
L Morgan Lee of "A Strange Loop" 
becoming the first out trans per-
former to be nominated for a Tony. 

Here’s a list of Black nominees 
in acting categories to look for on 
Broadway or when the Tony’s air on 

Sun., Jun 12, on  CBS.  

BEST LEADING ACTOR IN A PLAY

Adrian Lester, “The Lehman Trilogy”
Ruben Santiago-Hudson, 
   “Lackawanna Blues”

BEST LEADING ACTRESS IN A PLAY

Gabby Beans, “The Skin of 
   Our Teeth”
LaChanze, “Trouble in Mind”
Ruth Negga, “Macbeth”

BEST FEATURED ACTOR IN A PLAY

Chuck Cooper, “Trouble in Mind”
Ron Cephas Jones, “Clyde’s”
Jesse Williams, “Take Me Out”

BEST FEATURED ACTRESS IN A 

PLAY

Uzo Aduba, “Clyde’s”
Kenita R. Miller, “For Colored Girls 
Who Have Considered Suicide...”
Phylicia Rashad, “Skeleton Crew”
Kara Young, “Clyde’s”

BEST LEADING ACTOR IN A MUSICAL

Myles Frost, “MJ”
Jaquel Spivey, “A Strange Loop”

BEST LEADING ACTRESS 

      IN A MUSICAL

Joaquina Kalukango, 
    “Paradise Square”

BEST FEATURED ACTOR IN 

     A MUSICAL

Sidney DuPont, “Paradise Square”
John-Andrew Morrison, “A Strange 
Loop”
A.J. Shively, “Paradise Square”

BEST FEATURED ACTRESS 

IN A MUSICAL

L Morgan Lee, “A Strange Loop”

Tony Awards So Black This Year

The Pulitzer-winning musical “A Strange Loop” leads the 2022 Tony Award 
nominations with 11 nods.

LaChanze who starred in “Trouble in Mind” is one of three Black women nomi-
nated for Best Leading Actress in a Play.  

The Tony Awards  air Sun. June 12, 8 p.m., CBS 

O
prah Winfrey has chosen 
19-year-old Leila Mottley's 
"Nightcrawling," a debut novel 

about a young Black woman from East 
Oakland and her battles with poverty, 
racism and the police, for next book 
club pick.

A spokesperson for Winfrey said 
Mottley is the youngest author ever se-
lected for Oprah's Book Club, founded 
in 1996.

"This novel takes on some har-

rowing and really 
important things: 
poverty and 
injustice, corrup-
tion, prostitution, 
sex trafficking, all 
written by a woman 
who was 17 at 
the time, a young 
girl," Winfrey told 
"CBS Mornings" in 
a video. "And the 

Winfrey Picks Leila Mottley’s ‘Nightcrawling’ for Book Club
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writer describes the book as 
an ode to the precarious and 
vulnerable world of teenage 
Black girls and her extraordi-
nary empathy and her gorgeous 
writing reminds us that, yes, 
she's also a poet."

Upon learning of Winfrey's 
selection on that Zoom call, 
Mottley became emotional. "It 
was surreal," she told "CBS 
Mornings" on Tuesday. 

Mottley said she wrote the 
first chapter of "Nightcrawling," 
published by Knopf Doubleday 
Publishing Group, at 16 years 
old. The fictional work is based 
on a 2016 investigation which 
accused several Oakland, Cali-
fornia police officers of sexual 
misconduct and exploitation of 
a young girl. 

"The media seemed to focus 
more on the police depart-
ment than on the harm done 
to this girl and the thousands 
of other girls and women that 
this happens to, and we never 
get to hear it in a courtroom 
or a newspaper," said Mottley, 
who was born and raised in 
Oakland. 

She said that while writing 
and immersing herself 
within the world of the 
character, she learned "that 
it was okay to be vulnerable, 
to be fragile, to be soft, to 
grieve."

"I think often the world 
forces Black and brown girls 
to care for others and to ne-
glect our own vulnerability, 
and so I wanted this book to 
really show the ways that we 
can be fragile and how the 
world doesn't protect us," 
Mottley said. "I wanted to 
center that because I think 
a lot of stories just don't."

Mottley, who began 
writing at the age of 5, said 
she hopes her new book "is 
either a mirror or window."

"Whether you see 
yourself reflected back to 
you through this book or 
whether it's not something 
you've experienced but it 
expands your idea of our 

world and our country," she 
said. "I hope that more people 
think about the ways that we're 
complicit in the harm of Black 

and brown girls and allow more 
Black girls to get to be kids 
and to experience ourselves 
as more than what the world 
expects of us."

"It brings me great joy to 
introduce readers to new au-
thors, and this young poet Leila 
Mottley wrote a soul-searching 
portrait of survival and hope," 
Winfrey said in a statement 
Tuesday.

Mottley, born and raised 
in Oakland, served as the 
city's youth poet laureate in 
2018. Her book was published 
Tuesday and has been praised 
by James McBride and Tommy 
Orange among others. Kirkus 
Reviews called "Nightcrawling" 
a "lovely and poetic" evoca-
tion of an "underclass and the 
disposable women just trying to 
survive."

Mottley said in a statement 
that she was "absolutely floored 
when Ms. Winfrey popped up" 
during what she thought was an 
ordinary publishing meeting.

"It was the surprise of a 
lifetime!" she added.

Winfrey will speak with 

Mottley on June 30 for an 
interactive book club event 
on OprahDaily.com. Since 
starting her book club, Winfrey 
has often alternated between 

such established authors Toni 
Morrison and Richard Powers 
and such first-time authors 
as Mottley, Imbolo Mbue and 
Cynthia Bond.

OPRAH

from page 22
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Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Credit Opportunity Lender © 2022 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

Learn more at bankofamerica.com/wichita

What would you like the power to do?®

My teammates and I are proud to work for a company that creates 

a supportive and emotionally healthy environment for all of us.

Shawn Lancelot 

President, Bank of America Wichita

At Bank of America, our employees’ emotional wellness is very important to us. We drive open  

and ongoing conversations to help break through the stigma around mental health. Whether it’s  

one-to-one professional counseling during critical life events or simple education and tips to  

manage daily stress, our goal is to ensure our teammates get the resources they need.

After all, when our employees are at their best, they’re 
able to give their best to our clients and communities.

Mindful of what’s important


