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Our Top Stories on 
communityvoiceks.com

Top Social Stories @ Wichita

Top Social Stories @ KC

• KC Sigmas Help Expose Students to Legacy 
of Fellow Sigma George Washington Carver.

• Report Calls Out Abuse of Social Media by 
Minneapolis Police.
• WyCo UG Approves $41 Million 
Strawberry Hill Apartment Project.
• Headcounts Are Down at Public Schools. 
Now Budgets Are Too.
• KCKCC Receives $12 Million for Community 
Education, Health and Wellness Center.

• Riverfest is Back, But Gospelfest ...?
• WyCo UG on Recent Cybersecurity Attack.
• 14th Annual Mother/Daughter Look-A-
Like Contest.

• Kansas City Ranks Worst City for Dating, 
Wichita Right Behind.
• Freedom Inc. Reflects on History, Honors 
Changemakers in Community.

• Godspeed Dr. Val Brown Sr. It is with 
much sadness that we learned today of the 
passing of one of Wichita’s great icons.
•  Which of these Mother/Daughter duo's 
from Wichita do you think look talike? 
•  You're looking at the new home of 
Trailblazers Academy in east Wichita.
• The incredible life and legacy of Dr. Val 
Brown Sr.

• We're big Breece Hall fans. The Wichita 
Northwest graduate is pictured at The 
Community Voice offices.
• How can we put an end to this senseless 
trend? Share your thoughts!
• Riverfest is definitely back, but the future 
of Gospelfest isn't as certain.

• WyCo UG Approves $41 Million 
Strawberry Hill Apartment Project.
• Black & Hispanic Americans remain more 
cautious in their approach to COVID-19 
than White Americans, recent polls show.
• Congratulations to former Sen. Shalonn 
“Kiki” Curls!
• The WyCo UG developed the following 
FAQ to help dispel some of the myths and 
rumors they see being published recently.
• Today is the last day to vote on the 
Mother/Daughter that you think look most 
alike in Kansas City.
• Will you be buying the new beer? Brewery 
Releasing Negro League Celebration Series.
• Though more than a dozen Black 
Americans — including four Black women 
have traveled to space ...

• WyCo UG Answers Questions on Recent 
Cybersecurity Attack.

Y
ou may not have known it, but on Aug. 
2, Kansans will vote on a constitutional 
amendment on abortion access. The stakes 

for the Aug. 2 vote were made clear by the leak of 
a draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion striking down 
federal abortion protection rights.

The draft opinion rejecting the landmark Roe v. 
Wade decision is not final and does not necessarily 
set in stone the opinion of Supreme Court justices. If 
the draft opinion becomes official, Kansans will still 
have abortion rights under the state constitution.

However,  if approved, the so-called Value Them 
Both constitutional amendment Kansans will vote 
on in August would erase this right.  The good news 
around the leaked Supreme Court draft ruling is 
that it helps bring attention to the constitutional 
amendment and what’s at stake on the 
Aug. 2 ballot.  

Republicans purposefully put the 
constitutional amendment on a 
primary ballot (August), versus a 
general election ballot (November), 
because turnout is usually low and the 
amendment could more easily pass.  

The amendment is a response 
to a 2019 Kansas Supreme Court 
ruling that said the right to personal autonomy 
in the Kansas Constitution applies to a woman’s 
decision to terminate a pregnancy. The ruling 
stemmed from a 2015 lawsuit after the Legislature 
enacted a ban on dilation and evacuation, a 
procedure used for 95% of patients who terminate a 
pregnancy in the second trimester.

Abortion rights advocates said the procedure 
provides the safest medical care, while opponents 
called it barbaric and inhumane.

In a statement, the Value Them Both Coalition 
supporting the August amendment argued even with 

the nation’s highest court weighing in, Kansas laws 
are “among the most extreme in the nation.”

“If Kansans want to stop this, they must vote 
YES,” the statement said.

If the amendment fails, a NO vote, abortion 
will remain legal in Kansas regardless of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s opinion. If the amendment is 
approved, a YES vote, and Roe v. Wade is overturned, 
the Kansas GOP legislative supermajority is 
expected to pursue abortion bans similar to other 
Republican-led states.

A bill introduced earlier this year in the Kansas 
Legislature would ban abortions except those 
performed to save a fetus or remove a dead fetus 
after a miscarriage or stillbirth. There would be no 
exceptions for rape or incest, and abortion would 

carry a 20-year prison sentence, among the 
most severe criminal penalties in the state.

“It is clear that the amendment 
proponents will push for a total ban on 
abortion as soon as possible — and with 
no exceptions for rape, incest or the life of 
the pregnant person — which is why it is 
imperative that Kansas’ constitutional protection 
for abortions be protected,” said Zack Gingrich-
Gaylord, of the Wichita-based Trust Women.

Some states already have abortion bans in 
anticipation of the ruling, like Arizona and Wyoming, 
whose laws will go into effect if the Supreme Court 
reverses the Roe v. Wade ruling. Earlier this year, 
Oklahoma approved a near-total ban on abortion, 
and Texas passed major abortion restrictions in 2021.

Gingrich-Gaylord said 26 states will or are likely to 
ban abortions outright if the draft opinion becomes 
official.

The deadline to register for the Aug. 2 
primary election is July 12.

- Contributing: Noah Taborda, Kansas Reflector

You Must Vote on Aug. 2 to Have Say on Kansas Abortions

Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Bonita Gooch
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LeVar Burton to 
receiVe Lifetime 

achieVement award 
at inauguraL new 
emmys ceremony
While plans following a viral 

campaign last year didn’t pan out for 
him to become the rightful next host 
of “Jeopardy!,” veteran actor LeVar 
Burton still has managed to remain 
a fixture in the public eye and even 
landed a gig as host of the revered 
Scripps National Spelling Bee.

For his decades of work in Holly-
wood, highlighted by a career-defining 
role as Kunta Kinte in the iconic mini-
series “Roots,” Burton will be receiv-
ing a prestigious Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the first Children’s & Family 

Emmy Awards ceremony happening 
later this year.

The Children’s & Family Emmys 
marks the first new expansion made 
by The National Academy of Television 
Arts & Sciences since 1979. Burton 
himself has received multiple Emmys 
throughout his career, mainly for his 
work as executive producer and per-
former on the long-running children’s 
series “Reading Rainbow.”

Burton’s acting career is more than 
deserving of the honor, which kicked 
off at the age of 17 when he switched 
career paths from being a practicing 
priest after questioning the Catholic 
faith. It would only be a few years later, 
at age 19, that he landed the coveted 
role as Kunta Kinte in the still-cultur-
ally significant ABC miniseries that 
originally aired over multiple nights in 
January 1977. The performance would 
land him his very first Emmy nomina-
tion in the “Outstanding Lead Actor 
for a Single Appearance in a Drama or 
Comedy Series” category.

We can’t wait for LeVar Burton to re-
ceive all the flowers he deserves at the 
Children’s & Family Emmy Awards, set 
to be held on Dec. 11 at the Wilshire 
Ebell Theater in Los Angeles.

aLVina anderson 
fiLes for diVorce 

after 22 years, for 
the second time

Anthony Anderson‘s wife, Alvina, 
has filed for divorce for the second 
time, ending their 22-year mar-
riage.

Per reports, she filed for divorce 
last weekend in Los Angeles stat-
ing irreconcilable differences as 
the reason for the split.  She is 
requesting spousal support from 
Anthony and wants him to pay her 
attorney fees. The two got married 
in 1999 and were separated from 
2014 to 2016.

Alvina filed for divorce in 2015 

due to irreconcilable differences 
after separating in 2014 and also 
asked for spousal support then as 
well.

The couple shares two adult chil-
dren: Nathan, 22, and Kyra, 26.

michaeL Jackson’s 
outfit in ‘Bad’ music 

Video is VaLued at 
how much?!

Michael Jackson’s estate has 
revealed that the outfit the late singer 
wore in the “Bad” music video is 
worth hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.

According to new legal documents, 
obtained by The Blast, the King of 
Pop’s estate lists the one-of-a-kind 
piece of memorabilia as being worth 
$271,875. The information was 
shared with a Los Angeles County 
judge as part of an accounting given to 
the courts for the pop star’s massive 
estate. 

As The Blast reported, the MJ 
Estate and its executors spent years 
following his death cleaning up the 
finances and eventually got it to a 
place where it earns hundreds of 
millions of dollars in revenue each 
year. Interestingly, the tax-related 

documents are a few years old, so it’s 
unclear if the estate is holding on to 
the memorabilia or if it is displayed 
in some location.

Meanwhile, MJ’s outfit from his 
“Thriller” music video was sold for 
$1.8 million at Julien’s Auctions, per 
the report.

In related news, “MJ: The Musical” 
will launch a national tour in 17 major 
cities over two years starting in 2023. 
It kicks off in Chicago at the James M. 

Nederlander 
Theatre on 

July 15, 
2023.

Burton alvina & anthony anderson Jackson in “Bad” outfit
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A 
SpaceX capsule carrying four 
astronauts — including the first 
Black woman to join the Interna-

tional Space Station crew — success-
fully docked with the ISS on April 27, 
kicking off a five-month mission. 

On board is Jessica Watkins the first 
Black woman to join the space station 
crew for an extended stay.  Though 
more than a dozen Black Americans 
— including four Black women — 
have traveled to space since Guion 
Bluford became the first to do so in 
1983, no Black woman has had the 
opportunity to live and work in space 
for an extended period, as the ISS has 

enabled more than 200 astronauts to 
do since the year 2000.

"This is certainly an important 
milestone I think both for our [space] 
agency and for the country," Watkins 
said during a press conference last 
month. "I think it really is just a trib-
ute to the legacy of the Black women 
astronauts that have come before me 
as well as to the exciting future ahead." 

This mission, called Crew-4, marks 
a return to the crewed launches that 
SpaceX conducts in partnership with 
NASA after the company concluded the 
first all-private mission to the space 
station for wealthy paying customers 

on April 25. 
Watkins, age 33, is from Lafay-

ette, CO, and will serve as a mission 
specialist. This is her first mission into 
space.  

As a child, Watkins had always been 
inspired by iconic astronauts like Mae 
Jemison, the first Black woman in 
space, and Sally Ride, the first Ameri-
can woman in space.  She earned a 
bachelor's degree in geological and 
environmental sciences at Stanford 
University. There she was a member 
of the rugby team. After Stanford, Wat-
kins earned a Ph.D. in geology at the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 

Since 2017, Watkins has been 
an astronaut at NASA, where she 
worked in its research centers, par-
ticularly on the Mars rover Curiosity. 

After the ISS, Watkins, 
who has a background 
in geology and the 
surface of Mars, 
said she is also 
interested in 
traveling to Mars 
soon. 

A
mong the scathing findings of 
an investigation launched after 
the police killing of George Floyd 

is that Minneapolis police used covert 
or bogus social media accounts to 
monitor Black individuals and groups 
despite having no clear public safety 
rationale for doing so.

The report released last week by 
the Minnesota Department of Hu-
man Rights echoes numerous past 
revelations that the FBI and other law 
enforcement agencies have — some-
times illegally — secretly surveilled 
prominent people and communities 
of color even though they weren't 
involved in any criminal activity.

Overall, the two-year investigation 
found that the Minneapolis Police De-
partment engaged in a pattern of race 
discrimination for at least a decade, 
including stopping and arresting Black 
people at a higher rate than White 
people, more frequent use of force 
on people of color and a department 
culture that tolerated racist language.

However, the social media abuses, 
documented between 2010 and 2020, 
revealed officers used "covert or fake" 
accounts to seek and gain access to 
the online profiles of Black individuals 

including an unnamed city council 
member and a state elected official, 
the report said, as well as groups such 
as the Minneapolis NAACP and Urban 
League. The activity included friend 
requests, comments on posts, private 
messages and participation in discus-
sions.

"When doing so, officers posed as 
like-minded individuals and claimed, 
for example, that they met the targeted 
person at a prior demonstration or 
protest," the report said.

"What is happening in Minnesota 
is happening in many jurisdictions, 
because there are few rules in place 
and no accountability," said Andrew 
Ferguson, a law professor and expert 
on police technology and surveillance 
at American University.  "Police rum-
mage through social media without 
limits, turning our digital lives into 
sources of surveillance. It might feel 
less violent than some of the other 
police misconduct, but it is still viola-
tive and wrong."

The report acknowledged that law 
enforcement can have legitimate 
reasons for tracking social media "if a 
clear investigative purpose to advance 
public safety exists," and if clear proce-
dures and accountability mechanisms 
are in place.

But Minneapolis police fell well 

short of those 
standards, investi-
gators determined, 
improperly using 
the accounts "to 
surveil and engage 
Black individuals, 
Black organiza-
tions, and elected 
officials unrelated 
to criminal activity, 
without a public 
safety objective."

The report 
doesn't include 
enough details to 
support criminal 
charges against 
any specific officers or 
lawsuits by individuals 
who were targeted.  

For Diala Shamas, an attorney with 
the Center for Constitutional Rights, 
the revelations are echoes of a covert 
FBI program from the 1950s to early 
'70s, known as COINTeLPRO, that 
illegally conducted surveillance and 
sabotage against civil rights groups and 
other organizations, sowing paranoia, 
distrust and violence. Targets included 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., the 
Black Panthers, Malcolm X and many 
others.

Law enforcement agencies across 
the country have been using social 
media surveillance for years, however. 
A 2016 survey by the Urban Institute 

and the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police found that 70% of 
departments mined social networks 
during investigations.

But the rules governing how they 
do so are often opaque, vague or not a 
matter of public record.

In a study last year of every U.S. ju-
risdiction with at least 100,000 people, 
researchers at the Brennan Center for 
Justice found just 35 police depart-
ments had publicly available policies 
that in some way addressed the use of 
social media for collecting informa-
tion. Of those, 15 had language setting 
some limits on undercover or covert 
online activity. But several were vague 

or set a low bar for authorization, sim-
ply requiring supervisor approval.

Police misuse of social media 
has been uncovered in departments 
beyond Minneapolis, she noted.

In Tennessee, a lawsuit by the state 
chapter of the ACLU exposed the use of 
covert Facebook accounts by Memphis 
officers to target activists of color and 
community justice advocates. And in 
California, the Brennan Center ob-
tained records showing that third-party 
social media monitoring companies 
had pitched their services to the Los 
Angeles Police Department, including 
the ability to create furtive accounts for 
officers. 

First Black Woman Part of Space Station Crew 

Minneapolis Police Report Shines Light on Police Social Media Abuse
• The police actions ... amount to old-school FBI "CoInTel-
pro tactics with a modern twist."

By Steve Karnowski
Associated Press





Among the scathing findings of an investigation launched after the police killing of George 
Floyd is that Minneapolis police used covert or bogus social media accounts to monitor 
Black individuals and groups despite having no clear public safety rationale for doing so.

Watkins



W
o years after the approval of a $23 
million mixed-used development to be 
built on the site of the Jack Reardon 

Convention Center, no progress has been made 
on the project many hoped would help kickstart 
redevelopment in Kansas City, KS's downtown 
core. No building permits have been pulled, 
demolition hasn’t started and not one nail has 
been hammered.  

More than just at a standstill, the Downtown 
Campus Development approved in early 2020 
is in the midst of an old fashion stand-off.  The 
impasse is predominately the result of changing 
leadership in Wyandotte County – from former 
Mayor David Alvey to current Mayor Tyrone Gar-
ner – who have significantly different visions for 
downtown KCK. As a result, the project developer 
may learn a tough lesson about the risks of 
conducting business in a political environment 
and KCK businesses find themselves struggling to 
find a place to hold a gathering of any significant 
size.  

THE PROJECT

Developer Willie Lanier, Jr., working with then 
Wyandotte County Mayor Alvey and the city’s 
economic development team pulled together a 
creatively packaged agreement for a development 
on the northwest corner of 5th and Minnesota, 
the current site of the Jack Reardon Convention 
Center.  The planned development would demol-
ish the existing convention center and replace it 
with a four- to five-story mixed-use residential 
building with first floor retail and commercial 
space. The project was to include a fitness center 
and 70 to 85 apartments, with five reserved for 
“workforce housing tenants" who earn less than 
70% of KCK median income.  

To replace the Reardon Center, the plan 
included construction of a much smaller, 10,600 
sq. ft. multi-purpose meeting space. In addition, 
on a nearby vacant lot on the southwest corner 
of 6th and Nebraska, the plan called for the con-
struction of a fenced-in, multi-purpose athletic 
facility with seating for at least 50 spectators.  

To help secure the deal, the Unified Gov-
ernment offered a package of development 
incentives that included giving the project: sales 
tax financing (CID), property tax rebates (TIF), 
$1 million of transient guest tax collected by the 
county, exemption on sales tax for all project 
construction material, equipment and furniture 
as part of an industrial revenue bond financing, 
title to the Reardon Center to the developer in 

exchange for the ability to use the new project 
constructed meeting space for free and/or at a 
reduced rate and $1 million from the Reardon’s 
Center’s maintenance fund. 

While some of the incentives were capped, the 
project development plan estimated the value of 
the incentives given to the project by the county 
at more than $7 million, or nearly one-third of 
the cost of the $23 million project.  

Favorably, Lanier’s proposal included an 
aggressive commitment to using local-business 
(36%), minority business (28%) and women-
business (15%) participation on the project.  
When the project was approved, both sides 
agreed the project would attract new residents, 
stimulate the economy, create new jobs, increase 
tax revenue and increase spending in Wyandotte 
County.  

CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP

While the Lanier project had the full support 
of Mayor Alvey, incoming Mayor Garner, who 
defeated Alvey in the November election, has 
made it clear he does not support demolishing 
the Reardon Convention Center and replacing it 
with a smaller facility.  

Garner is a big supporter of development on 
the east side of Kansas City, including downtown, 
but he doesn’t believe development should cost 
the city its only dedicated convention space.    
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See REARDON page 10

Feature

WyCo and Developer at Odds on What’s Next for Reardon 

N
ow that restrictions have been lifted 
and COVID-19 cases have dwindled, 
tourism is back and destinations are 

working to gain back their pre-pandemic 
tourism dollars.  Tourism is big business and 
generate big dollars for communities. 

Not just personal travel, but conventions 
and events can be a source a large source of 
tourism dollars for communities.  Wyandotte 
County, KS attracts a lot of personal event 
travel dollars, with families coming to the 
area for shopping at the Legends and events 
like NASCAR, the casino, the Bonner Springs 
Amphitheater, and family vacations at Great 
Wolf Lodge.  

CLOSED THE CONVENTION 

CENTER 

However, where WyCo struggles is in at-
tracting conventions and the closing in 2020 
of the Jack Reardon Convention Center has 
created even more of a challenge for WyCo 
when it comes to attracting conventions. 

In 2020, the then WyCo Commission voted 
to tear down the Reardon Center and ap-
proved a downtown development agreement 
that would replace the Reardon Center with a 

10,000 sq. ft.,  multi-purpose meeting space. 
Moving forward on that plan, the UG closed 
the Reardon Center in mid-2021. 

The Reardon Center, built in 1981, had 
a variety of meeting and event space and a 
capacity to seat up to 2,000.   While small in 
comparison to Kansas City, MO’s large con-
vention spaces, with a number of breakout 
rooms, it was great for attracting smaller 
regional conventions.  

LIMITED BREAKOUT SPACE

Without the Reardon Center, we're at a bit 
of a disadvantage for attracting convention 
groups to Kansas City, KS, especially into the 
downtown area,” said Alan Carr, executive 
director of Visit KCK. “It was an important 
component to our tourism mix that is cur-
rently missing.”

Carr said the city has several nontradi-
tional facilities that can accommodate larger 
gatherings, including Children’s Mercy Park, 
Great Wolf Lodge, and the downtown Memo-
rial Hall, but none of them are set up for 
traditional conventions, with limited seating 
capacity as well as a limited ability for partici-
pants to break out into multiple, concurrent 
sessions.  Memorial Hall can accommodate 
up to 3,000 people in arena setting, and 

Bonita Gooch and 
Jazzlyn Johnson 
The Community Voice

How Can WyCO Compete for Metro Tourism?

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

See TOURISM page 10

Two years into his agreement with 
WyCo, Mayor Garner decides to change 
directons on  Lanier’s down develop-
ment project.  



6

T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
u

n
iT

y
 V

o
iC

e
   

| 
  
  
   

m
a

y
 0

5
, 
2
0
2
2
 

State News

W
ith the state’s Republican-led 
Legislature still deadlocked 
on redistricting, Missouri now 

faces lawsuits in both federal and state 
court asking the judiciary to intervene 
and order a new U.S. House map be-
fore this summer’s primary election.

Republican congressional candidate 
Paul Berry III, who filed the latest 
lawsuit in federal court, said last week 
that the continued uncertainty over 
Missouri’s U.S. House districts is af-
fecting his ability to campaign.

“There’s no way that I can do a poll 
on a district that doesn’t have bound-
aries,” Berry said. “What door do I 
knock on? How do I take the limited 
amount of resources and campaign 
when I could be knocking on a door 
or targeting a voter that’s not even in 
my district?”

Though Republicans control the 
Missouri House, Senate and gover-
nor’s office, they have been unable 
to agree on a final plan to redraw 
the state’s eight U.S. House districts 
based on the 2020 Census. Missouri 
is the only state not to have at least 
passed a redistricting plan, though 
uncertainties remain in several 

other states.
Last month, a Kansas court struck 

down districts drawn by the 
state’s GOP-led Legisla-
ture, though an appeal is 
expected.

Missouri Republicans 
are at odds over how ag-
gressively to draw districts 
in the GOP’s favor and 
over which communities 
to split while equalizing 
district populations. One 
sticking point is how to 
shape the 2nd District 
in suburban St. Louis, 
which is the state’s most 
competitive seat. Berry is 
one of three Republicans 
challenging GOP Rep. Ann 
Wagner in that district. 

Republican state Sen. An-
drew Koenig, who authored 
the Senate’s redistricting 
plan, said Wednesday that he met with 
House Speaker Rob Vescovo regarding 
redistricting but that the two cham-
bers remain “pretty far apart.”

“I think it’s probably headed 
toward the direction of not getting a 

map passed,” said Koenig, a Republi-
can from St. Louis County.

Lawmakers face a May 13 deadline 
to pass legislation during their annual 
session.

Hearings on the redistricting 
lawsuits have been scheduled for May 
9 in U.S. District Court in St. Louis 

and May 23 in the state’s Cole County 
Circuit Court.

All the lawsuits contend it’s un-
constitutional for Missouri to hold its 
Aug. 2 primary using districts based 
on the 2010 Census, because they 
no longer have equal populations. 
Berry’s lawsuit asks a court to order 

a new map.
A state lawsuit backed by Demo-

crats asks a judge to adopt a new U.S. 
House map while a rival state lawsuit 
by Republicans asks a judge to order 
the Legislature to adopt a new plan 
and to reopen candidate filing.

- Associated Press 

Missouri Faces More Lawsuits Over Lack of Redistricting Map

A 
Kansas district court judge on 
April 25 struck down a new 
Republican-backed congres-

sional map that would likely make it 
harder for the only Democrat in the 
state’s delegation to win reelection 
this year.

Wyandotte County District Judge 
Bill Klapper, who was appointed to 
his position by Republican Gov. Sam 
Brownback in 2013, ordered legisla-
tors to draft another map after declar-
ing that the challenged one not only 
was too partisan but diluted minority 
voters’ political clout. 

It was the first time a court has 
declared that the Kansas Constitution 
prohibits political gerrymandering. The 
state attorney general’s office notified 
the Kansas Supreme Court almost 
immediately to expect an appeal of the 

decision. The Kansas Supreme Court 
will hear in-person arguments on the 
issue may 16, along with arguments 
over new maps for state Senate and 
house districts.

The Kansas Constitution tasks the 
Legislature with redistricting based on 
Census results every 10 years. The 
Republican supermajority approved 
the new maps despite objections from 
Democrats and voting rights groups. 

The new congressional map divides 
the Kansas City metro area in an obvi-
ous attempt to make it more difficult for 
the state’s only Democrat in Congress, 
u.S. Rep. Sharice Davids, to win 
reelection. The map moves the heavily 
diverse northern part of Wyandotte 
County from the 3rd District to the 2nd 
District, then carves Democrat-leaning 
Lawrence out of Douglas County and 
places it into the heavily conserva-
tive 1st District, which extends to the 
Colorado border.

Three coalitions of voting rights 
groups and attorneys filed lawsuits 
on behalf of Wyandotte County and 
Lawrence residents. Those lawsuits 
were consolidated into a single trial.

“This court suggests most Kansans 
would be appalled to know how the 
contest has been artificially engi-
neered to give one segment of the 
political apparatus an unfair and 
unearned advantage,” Klapper wrote.

Klapper blocked the state from 
conducting an election without 
producing a satisfactory map. Schmidt 
immediately appealed the decision to 
the Kansas Supreme Court, a move 
that was expected regardless of how 
the district court ruled.

Lawsuits over new congressional-
district lines have proliferated across 
the u.S. with Republicans looking to 
recapture a u.S. house majority in 
this year’s midterm elections. State 
courts have issued decisions favoring 

Democrats in north Carolina, ohio 
and Pennsylvania, and a new GoP 
map in Florida is being challenged. A 

mid-level appeals court  in new york  
recently declared its new districts 
drawn unfairly to favor Democrats.

Kansas Judge Rejects Congressional Map; Appeal Set
By John Hanna
Associated Press

missouri House map missouri Senate map

Connie Brown Collins, a Wyandotte County resident, says during a 
Jan. 24 news conference at the statehouse in Topeka that lawmakers 
awakened a sleeping lion with their proposal to divide the Kansas City 
metro area between congressional districts. (Sherman Smith/Kansas 
Reflector)  
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Learn more at bankofamerica.com/wichita

What would you like the power to do?®

Visa and Visa Signature are registered trademarks of Visa International Service Association, and are used by the issuer pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A., Inc. 
Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Credit Opportunity Lender © 2022 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

Bank of America will become the first U.S.-based bank to transition all of our credit and debit plastic cards 

to at least 80% recycled plastic beginning in 2023 — an innovation that we expect will reduce single-use 

plastic by more than 235 tons per year. Not bad for a card that weighs only 0.18 ounces. 

So, with recycled plastic in your wallet and a digital wallet on your phone, you’re joining a movement to 

protect our planet.

Shawn Lancelot

President, Bank of America Wichita

“We’re working alongside our clients and partners here in Wichita to help shape the low-carbon, 

clean energy future we all want. As our clients reduce greenhouse gas emissions, we offer 

innovative ideas, our talented team and financing to help them meet their net-zero goals.”

Making a difference one card at a timeMaking a difference one card at a time



M
arquetta Atkins’ Shift to busi-
ness away from working for 
someone else not only created 

big a positive change in her life, but in the 
life of hundreds of Wichita area youth.  

Atkins, a social entrepreneur, was working a 
9 to 5, helping small businesses streamline 
their accounting system, when she realized 
she was tired of making other people money. 

“I wasn’t happy, and I knew my heart was 
with community,” said Atkins. 

Her immediate “pivot” was to go back to 
school and completing her degree.  From there, 
she just followed her passion, which was com-
munity service, particularly working with youth 
and creating safe places for them to be heard, to 
feel valued and to be successful.  

The first program she developed was Camp 
Destination Innovation.  It’s a summer camp 
she began while at the Urban League of Kansas’ 
that focuses on youth entrepreneurship and the 

STEM careers: science, technology, engineering 
and math.  

She heard youth saying they wanted to be 
a doctor, a lawyer of a teacher, which were all 
admirable careers, but she wanted to open more 
students minds to the possibility of becoming an 
entrepreneur. 

“I wanted the Camp to be innovative and I 
wanted the destination to be anything these young 
people can conceive,” said Atkins.  

Since then, she’s developed and funded two 
additional programs for youth.

Progeny is a program for youth who have 
been “touched” by the juvenile justice system.  
The students learn advocacy, policy, organizing 
and how to change policies and the way it impacts 
them.  

Root the Power is a civic engagement group.  
These are high school and college students who 
receive paid internships and they help get them-
selves and other people – especially other youth 
-- inspired and energized about the power of their 
vote and voting.  

“What were doing is trying to create a 
space where young people understand that 

Wichita is a city that they belong in,” said Atkins.  
“We connect them to our community, get them in 
positions where they have sustainable employ-
ment and they don’t have to struggle, so that they 
can be successful adults.”

“She understands our position and she’s 
willing to listen when she doesn’t,” said Peyton, a 
former Camp Innovation Destination participant.   
“She has the patience to sit down and understand 
what you’re going through.” 

You can watch a video about Marquetta and 
her business on our webpage at www.communi-
tyvoiceks.com./business/shift_pivot_thrive/    
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By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

Business & Technology

Tell Us About a Creative 
We Should Know!! 

Creatives...Creatives  

Cr
e
a
ti

v
e
s 

We’re looking for creatives to feature 
in our paper and online  
Submit their name & some brief 
info at https://bit.ly/3OYQniN

Marquetta Atkins Winner of Second Quarterly Shift Pivot Thrive Award  

Marquetta Atkins 

2nd Qtr , 2022

Shift, Pivot, Thrive, Award Winner

www.destinationinnovation.org 

CONGRATULATIONS



I
n collaboration with the 
Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum and NegroLe-

aguesHistory.com, microbrew-
ery Main and Mill will release 
a series of beers highlighting 
the history of Negro Leagues 
Baseball and its players. 

Honored first in the Negro 
Leagues Celebration Series 
is Negro Leagues baseball 
legend Leroy “Satchel” Paige, 
who played for the Kansas 
City Monarchs and eventually 
became the first Black player 
inducted in Major League 
Baseball's Hall of Fame. 

Paige will appear on 
the front of Main & Mill's 
American-style Pilsner beer, 
which was a predominant beer 
at the height of Negro Leagues 
Baseball in the 1920s and 
1940s.

The beer honors Paige's 50th 
anniversary of his Hall of Fame 
election and features artist Graig 
Kreindler's painting of Paige. 

Paige beer will be available in 
Kansas City stores this week.  

The second release of the 
series is slated to hit shelves in 
September. 

Main & Mill will donate 20% 
of every can sold to the players' 
families and the Negro Leagues 
Museum.

The Community Voice
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Brewery Releasing Negro Leagues Celebration Series

R
eggie Davidson, Superintendent of 
Recreation, Park & Recreation, City of 
Wichita, is the city’s 2022 Excellence 

in Public Service Award winner.  Each year, 
the program honors a city employee who has 
a strong work ethic, exceptional performance 
and a commitment to community.  The pro-
gram, sponsored by the DeVore Foundation 
awards each recipient $2,500. 

In his position for four years, Reggis has 
worked to provide programs for youth that 
focus on leadership skills development, 
mentorship and keeping susceptible youth 
off the streets with programs that are in 
a safe space among their peers.  His staff 
members say Davidson’s “Team Work Makes 
the Dream Work” attitude exudes in his 
work ethic, leadership, and championing 
his staff.  They acknowledged him for how 
he successfully encouraged and navigated 
the challenges of COVID  while still provid-
ing excellent services and programs to the 
Wichita community. 

In the community, Davidson serves on the 
executive board of the Quivira Council - Boy 
Scouts of America; as Chair for the Kansas 

Recreation and Park Association Diversity & 
Inclusion Committee; Assistant Vice Presi-
dent of the Fred Douglass Masonic Lodge; 
and as executive leadership team member 
for Saint Mark’s United Methodist Church.

Other winners of 2022 Excellence in 
Public Service Awards were Jonathan Marr, 
Deputy Director Sedgwick County Emergency 
Management (Sedgwick County honoree); 
and Fabian Armendariz, Director of Op-
erations, USD 259 School Service Center, 
(Wichita Public Schools honoree). 

Davidson Recognized With Wichita 
Excellence in Public Service Award 

Davidson

a st. Louis-area brewery is honoring the negro Leagues with a 
special series of beers.







According to LaVert Murray, chief 
economic development adviser to 
UG Mayor Tyrone Garner, the current 
administration first learned about 
plans to tear down the convention 
center and build apartments when 
the new mayor came into office in 
November 2021. 

“I’ve spoken to a number of people 
in the community…. and most 
people said they didn’t know about 
it [plans to demolish the Reardon 
Center],” Murray said. 

Murray met with Lanier in 
December and shared a clear 
message that Mayor Garner “plans 
to pursue additional initiatives in 
the downtown area, to continue our 
revitalization and rebuilding of our 
downtown that includes maintaining 
the convention center and renovating 
the convention center so we can keep 
it online.”  

He also told Lanier the mayor is 
open to considering other locations 
for Lanier’s project in downtown KCK, 
along with a package of incentives. 

“Mr. Lanier shared his story 
that he approached the past 
administration wanting to build 
apartments downtown and his plan 
was to build on the site where the 
UMB bank drive-in facility is located, 
on the corner of 6th and Minnesota, 
and that someone in the past 

administration steered him from that 
site to the convention center site,” 
said Murray.  

Murray suggested Lanier submit a 
revised proposal for a development 
on that site, which includes the 

parking lot across from the Reardon 
Center.    

WHAT ABOUT THE 

ORIGINAL AGREEMENT?

According to Murray, the 
development agreement between 
the UG and Lanier and his Lanier 
United, LLC lapsed on Dec. 31, 2021, 
the expiration date established in 
the executed project agreement. 
According to Lanier, he submitted a 
request to amend/extend the “drop 
dead date'' for the agreement and 
the item was set to be voted on by 
the WyCo commission in December 
2021 but the item was pulled from 
the agenda.  

Implying Lanier's request was 
excessive, Murray said two contract 
amendments are rare, and this 
was Lanier's fifth request for an 
amendment.

Although he would consider 
building on the UMB location, “my 
first goal is the convention center,” 
Lanier told us.  “I believe the deal I 
had was a great deal and I could be 
real productive.”

By real productive, Lanier may 
mean real profitable, since it will 
be difficult for the City to offer him 
a package as financially beneficial 
on another site, especially without 
the income he would generate as 
developer and owner of the new 
replacement convention center.   

Also not transferable to a different 

site are funds generated by the 2% 
sales tax that is part levies as part of 
an existing Community Improvement 
District (CID) previously created 
on the Reardon site. The potential 
benefit from the CID sales tax for the 
original Lanier project was just over 

$3 million. 
In a March 4, 2022 letter to the 

Board of Commissioners, Lanier 
expressed his disappointment 
with the mayor’s position to not 
move forward with the original 
development project. 

As you can imagine, I was 
discouraged and disheartened by 
that outcome, as I had incurred 
approximately $750,000 in pre-
development costs over the preceding 
18 months to get the project to a 
point of near commencement, which 
is no small feat for a relatively small 
African-American owned development 
company,” wrote Lanier.

During his meeting with 
Lanier and his attorney, Murray 
said Lanier wanted to talk about 
“reimbursables.” 

“I don’t know what that is,” 
Murray told us.  

From Lanier, it appears he's 
looking for some compensation 
from the City for all, or a portion of, 
the expenses he incurred under the 
original contract.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Since the end-of-year 2021 little to 
no progress has been made on the 
project.  

Lanier says on January 4, he 
received modified terms for a 
reconfigured project on the UMB site 
from the Economic Development 
staff.   Although he responded to the 
revised proposal by email on Jan. 5, 
so far Lanier says he has not received 
a response.  

Murray says, similarly, he's waiting 
to hear from Lanier with a revised 
development proposal for a project 
on the UMB site.  

What will it take to get things 
moving forward?  

Unified Government 
Commissioner Andrew Davis says 
he’s hoping Lanier is given the 
chance to come before the UG 
Commission to talk more about how 
he plans to use the project to uplift 
the community.    

Davis said he would support 
putting Lanier’s project on the 
agenda, so the community can give 
feedback and the commission can 
make a final decision.

“We need development. We need 
to particularly show Black developers 
and other developers of color that 
they are welcomed here and that 
we’re going to give them a shot,” 
Davis said.

the ballroom, which was recently 
redone, is great for banquets, and 
small expositions, but the facility 
lacks breakout rooms.  

So that’s where I think we struggle.  
We may be able to find a place that is 
big enough to hold a large luncheon 
or a large event, but if they need 
to have breakout rooms that are 
separate from that facility, that’s 
where we struggle,” said Carr.  

Children’s Mercy Park has gotten 
into hosting and so has the Speedway 
for non-traditional events, not 
necessarily conventions needing 
breakout sessions.  Great Wolf has 
banquet space for 200, but their 
suite-only hotel makes their rooms 
rather pricy for single-person events.  

ADJACENT HOTEL SPACE

The other advantage of the Reardon 
Center was the adjacent Hilton Inn, 
which has recently undergone a 
renovation.  

The two had a symbiotic 
relationship and without the Reardon 
Center, they [the Hilton] are also not 
going to be able to attract some of the 
groups that they were able to in the 
past,” said Carr.   

With just one downtown hotel 
and the adjacent convention center, 
Carr said WyCo was able to attract 
"one-hotel conventions," which are 
meetings that can be contained within 
a single hotel attached to a meeting 
facility.  

Without the Reardon Center, 
according to Carr, the city doesn’t 
have the capacity to attract even a 
300-person convention. 

COMPETING WITH NEWER 

FACILITIES

 The 40-year-old Reardon Center 
had a facelift in 2001 when the Hilton 
was built.  Since then, the facility 
has grown outdated and struggled 
to compete with newer hotels with 
sizable meeting room capacity in 
Johnson County and Kansas City, MO

“When you're looking at the 
standards of convention centers and 
convention facilities, the Reardon 
Center has fallen behind in what 
modern planners expect to be an 
attractive facility,” Carr said. “The 
Reardon was losing business to other 
places because it was not keeping up 
to date with what was being offered at 
other facilities.”

Willie Lanier, Jr., owner of Lanier 
United, LLC and the planned 
developer of the new multi-purpose 
meeting facility that was scheduled to 
replace the Reardon, agreed.  "Today, 
a convention center that is decades 
old, that has not been updated, is not 
in demand.”

LaVar Murray, Chief Economic 
development adviser to UG Mayor 
Tyrone Garner, also agrees, the 
Reardon Center needs renovation, but 
neither he nor the mayor supports 
tearing it down.  

Murray says the Reardon Center 
has a new roof and the UG has 
$2 million in the Reardon Center 
renovation account that could be 
used to make upgrades to the facility.  
That amount of money won't do 
much more than give the center a 
facelift.  

Instead of downsizing the Reardon, 
Murray would like to see the size 
of the center expanded by possibly 
adding additional floors on top of the 
existing building.  He’d like to apply 
for a Federal grant to help fund the 
expansion.  

It’s a completely different point of 
view than that of former UG Mayor 
David Alvey who supported the 
proposal the City has been working 
towards – tearing down the older and 
larger Reardon Center and replacing 
it with a smaller, newer center.  

It’s a decision the current 
commissioners will certainly address 

sometime soon.  Commissioner 
Andrew Davis says he supports 
putting the issue on the commission 
agenda and gathering input from 
the community on which path WyCo 
should take moving forward.  
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from page 5
TOURISM 

from page 5




West Wyandotte County attracts a lot of personal tourism including families shopping and enjoying facilities like Great Wolf 
Lodge.  However, the county struggles when it comes to attracting conventions now that the Reardon Convention Center is 
closed.  



AGAINST THE BAN 

Reynolds America, the largest re-
tailer of menthol cigarettes in America, 
has invested millions in defeating the 
ban of menthol cigarettes across the 
country and have donated generously 
to many African-American organiza-
tions in an effort to gain their support 
and they’ve hired a number of African-
American lobbyists, including former 
congressman Kendrick Meek (D-Fla.), 
and sponsored the non-profit  National 
Action Network led by civil rights activ-
ist and MSNBC political show host 
Rev. Al Sharpton, who has pushed the 
concept that banning menthol could 
result in increased policing in Black 
communities. 

Sharpton has cited the 2014 
death of Eric Garner at the hands of 
police in New York to argue against a 

menthol ban.
“They killed him over ‘loosie’ 

cigarettes,” he said at a 2016 
forum held in an Oakland 
church, referring to allega-
tions that Garner was illegally 
selling single cigarettes. “How 
many of these kind of situa-
tions are we going to have if 
we keep having these kind of 
engagements around criminalizing 
of low-level offenses?”
ON THE FENCE

Members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, which has received 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
donations from the tobacco industry, 
were seen as key in securing an 
exemption for menthol from a 2009 
ban of flavored cigarettes by the 
Food and Drug Administration. Since 

then, many members of the caucus 
have  come out in support of a na-
tionwide ban on the sale of menthol 
cigarettes.

Both the NAACP and the Urban 
League have come out in support of 
the menthol ban.  The African Ameri-
can Tobacco Control Leadership 
Council has become the country’s 
leading public health education and 
advocacy organization taking on Big 
Tobacco.
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T
he U.S. government has released 
its long-awaited plan to ban 
menthol cigarettes and flavored 

cigars, citing the toll on Black smokers 
and young people.

"The proposed rules would help 
prevent children from becoming the 
next generation of smokers and help 
adult smokers quit," said Health and 
Human Services Secretary Xavier 
Becerra in a statement.

He added that the ban would also be 
an "important step to advance health 
equity" by reducing disparities in 
tobacco-related diseases.  

With menthol cigarettes accounting 
for more than a third of cigarettes sold 
in the U.S, the Food and Drug Admin-
istration estimates a menthol cigarette 
ban could save more than 600,000 
lives, including almost 250,000 Black 
lives.  

Tobacco-related cancers claim 
40,000 Black lives each year, at a rate 
17% higher than that for Whites and 
74% higher than for Asians and Lati-
nos, according to most recent data. 

However, the tobacco industry is 

fighting back, since the industry has 
grown ever more reliant on revenue 
from menthol cigarettes.  Last year 
menthol cigarettes accounted for more 
than a third of total cigarette sales, the 
highest proportion ever.  

“If menthol is banned, you know 
they’ll lose a lot of money, so they’re 
paying off a few Black men to go out 
and try and stop it,” said La Trisha 
Vetaw, who campaigned for banning 
their sale in Minneapolis.  

Reynolds American brought in 
about $15.3 billion in U.S. sales last 
year. About half came from Newport 
cigarettes.

The new proposals would not apply 
to electronic cigarettes, including lead-
ing brands like Juul and Vuse, which 
come in menthol. The FDA has been 
conducting a separate review of vaping 
products and has so far authorized a 
handful of tobacco-flavored products 
from smaller manufacturers.

The agency's proposals on both ciga-
rettes and cigars are only initial drafts 
and are unlikely to be finalized before 
next year. Companies would then have 
one additional year to phase out their 
products. Tobacco industry lawsuits 
could delay the prohibition for several 

more years, according to experts. For 
now, FDA leaders said they will take 
comments for two months and then 
proceed "as expeditiously as possible."

FOrCES FOr ANd AGAINST 
The FDA has attempted several 

times to get rid of menthol but faced 
pushback from Big Tobacco, members 
of Congress and competing political 
interests under both Democratic and 
Republican administrations.

Regulators have been under legal 
pressure to issue a decision after anti-
smoking and civil rights groups sued 
the FDA for "unreasonably" delaying 
action on earlier requests to ban 
menthol.

Menthol is the only cigarette flavor 
that was not prohibited under the 
2009 law that gave the FDA authority 
over tobacco products, an exemption 
negotiated by industry lobbyists. The 
act did, though, instruct the agency to 
continue to weigh a ban. To date, the 
FDA has yet to eliminate any tradition-
al tobacco product, though it has had 
that authority for over a decade.

Last April, the Biden administration 
pledged to try to ban menthol within 
the year, responding in part to African-
American groups who say menthol has 

led to lower quit rates and higher 
rates of death among Black people. 
Menthols are used by 85% of Black 
smokers compared with just 30% of 
White smokers. 

For decades, tobacco companies 
focused menthol advertising and 
promotions in Black communi-
ties, sponsoring music festivals 
and neighborhood events. Industry 
documents released via litigation 
show companies viewed men-
thol cigarettes as a good "starter 
product" because they were more 
palatable to teens.

"Black folks die disproportionately 
of heart disease, lung cancer and 
stroke," said Phillip Gardiner of the 
African American Tobacco Control 
Leadership Council. "Menthol ciga-
rettes and flavored cigars are the main 
vectors of those diseases in the Black 
and Brown communities, and have 
been for a long time."

In 2020, Gardiner's group and 
several others sued to compel the FDA 
to make a decision on a ban.

In recent weeks, dozens of interest 
groups — for and against the ban — 
met with Biden administration officials 
to try and influence the proposed 

rules, which would wipe out billions 
in tobacco sales. Conservative and 
civil rights groups that accept tobacco 
funding warned officials that banning 
menthol could result in increased 
policing in Black communities.

While acknowledging those con-
cerns, FDA Commissioner Robert Califf 
stressed that the agency's rules would 
target companies, not smokers.

"These measures and related 
enforcement would be on the tobacco 
industry, not individuals who possess 
or use these products," Califf told 
reporters.

FDA Issues Plan to Ban Menthol in Cigarettes & Cigars
By Matthew Perrone
AP Health Writer

I
f you ever wondered why you, or 
relatives and friends prefer menthol 
cigarettes, it isn’t by chance.  Over-

all 85% of African-American smokers, 
both adults and youth, now over-
whelmingly prefer menthol cigarettes.  

“The web that keeps menthol pres-
ent in cities is not an accident. It’s not 
driven by some kind of innate Black 
taste for menthol,” said Keith Wailoo, 
a history professor at Princeton Uni-
versity and author of “Pushing Cool,” a 
book about menthol cigarettes. “It is a 
byproduct of a complex and relentless 
story of how markets were built and 
sustained.”

The tobacco industry has a long 
history dating back to the 1950s of 
going to great lengths to target menthol 
cigarettes to the African-American 

community. Decades of research and 
the tobacco industry’s internal docu-
ments affirm that the industry employs 
multiple campaigns and strategies to 
aggressively target and reach African 
Americans. 

Dating back to the 1950s, the 
tobacco industry has targeted African 
Americans with marketing for menthol 
cigarettes through sponsorship of 
community and music events, targeted 
magazine advertising, youthful imagery, 
price discounting and marketing in 
the retail environment. This aggressive 
targeted marketing has paid off. 

Initially, Salem cigarettes led the  
menthol market in the 1950s and 
1960s, and were initially a specialty 

Newport is the best-selling brand 
of menthol cigarette, with about $7 
billion in sales last year.



Black Community: Both For 
and Against Menthol Ban 



Big Tobacco’s History of Targeting 
Menthol To Black America 

See MENTHOL page 12

Sharpton Johnson
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R
egular exercise is well known to be 
beneficial in weight management 
and disease prevention. However, 

many adults do not meet the weekly rec-
ommendation of 2.5 hours of moderate-
intensity exercise, and the majority of the 
day is typically spent sitting. 

Now, a new study suggests that just 
reducing daily sedentary time can have 
a positive effect on the risk factors of life-
style diseases, over a three-month period.  
Spending just one hour less sitting daily 
and increasing light physical activity can 
help prevent these diseases.

Type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular 
diseases are the most common chronic 
diseases globally. The risk of developing 
these diseases is increased particularly by 
overweight caused by physical inactiv-
ity and unhealthy diet, and metabolic 
disorders often associated with it.

The intervention study involved 
participants who were sedentary and 
physically inactive working-age adults 
with an increased risk of type 2 diabetes 
and cardiovascular diseases.

Researchers compared two groups: 
the intervention group reduced sitting 
time by one hour per day through more 
standing and light-intensity physical activ-
ity, while the control group maintained its 
usual habits and sedentary lifestyle.

The intervention group managed to 
reduce sedentary time by 50 minutes per 
day on average, mainly by increasing the 
amount of light- and moderate-intensity 
physical activity. In the three-month 
period, the researchers observed benefits 
in health outcomes related to blood sugar 
regulation, insulin sensitivity and liver 
health in the intervention group.

“It is an encouraging thought that 

health benefits can be achieved by reduc-
ing the time spent sitting and increas-
ing the amount of even light-intensity 
physical activity. For many, this may be 
an easier starting point than increasing 
actual exercise,” says researcher doctoral 
candidate Taru Garthwaite from the 
University of Turku in Finland.

It is likely that people who don’t meet 
physical activity recommendations will 
benefit the most from light physical 
activity. However, reducing sedentary time 
may not be enough to prevent diseases if 
the person has several risk factors.

“Reducing the time spent sitting might 
still slow down the development of these 
diseases, but greater benefits can of course 
be gained by increasing the amount or 
intensity of physical activity in addition to 
sitting less,” Garthwaite said.

- Newswise

Reducing Sedentary Time Mitigates Risk of Diseases 

cigarette marketed for reducing 
throat irritability.  The huge surge 
in popularity of menthol cigarettes 
began when the manufacturers of 
Kool cigarettes seized the opportunity 
to capitalize on a small preference 
margin found for menthol cigarettes 
by Black smokers by appealing its 
marketing directly to this newly 
urbanized and more concentrated 
population. The establishment of 
popular African-American magazines 
like Ebony and Jet also provided  
marketing venues to reach Black 
Americans that hadn’t existed before.       

During this time, an aggressive 
marketing campaign, many featuring 
famous Black athletes smoking Kools,  
helped jump menthol cigarettes 
popularity by nearly 50% from 1956 to 
1971. When other tobacco companies 
realized Kool’s growth initiated from 
targeting African Americans, they 
began competing for this market share 
with even more creative and aggressive 
targeted marketing.  

Sampling and Mobile Van 
Programs: The tobacco companies 
considered sampling to be an 
important strategy for attracting new 
customers, and they employed mobile 
van programs in across the country to 
reach African Americans. 

Retailer Programs: The tobacco 

companies developed specific 
strategies and specially designed 
product displays to adapt their 
point-of-sale marketing to smaller 
retailers that were more common 
in cities, and implemented 
promotional programs and paid 
retailers to exhibit product displays 
and grow their inventory. 

Music and Event 
Sponsorship: The tobacco 
companies also recognized the 
value of associating their brand 
with popular community events. 
Beginning in 1975 with the Kool 
Jazz Festival, and later the Kool 
City Jam, and continuing with the 
“Salem Summer Street Scenes” 
festivals and Philip Morris sponsored 
“Club Benson & Hedges” promotional 
bar nights throughout the 1990s.

Recent Marketing Strategies:  In 
addition to being heavily advertised 
and widely available, certain tobacco 
products have been found to be 
priced lower in African-American 
communities, making them more 
appealing, particularly to price-
sensitive youth.  In addition, a 2017 
nationwide study found that stores 
in neighborhoods with the highest 
proportion of African Americans 
have more than double the odds 
of advertising price promotions for 
tobacco products.

Tobacco Industry Philanthropy in 

the African-American Community: 
The tobacco companies’ decades-

long campaign to capture the African-
American market coincided with 
concerted efforts to forge ties with 
the African-American community in 
an effort to build a positive brand 
identity. 

Since the 1950s, Philip Morris and 
Brown & Williamson have, at various 
times, been engaged with the National 
Urban League, the NAACP, the United 
Negro College Fund, and have 
provided funding and organizational 
support to a host of African-American 
organizations, including Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities.  

Primary Source: TobaccoFreekids.org

Scan the QR code above or use 

the link below to visit the eDecide 

website for more information 

edecide.kumc.edu/

Scan the QR code above or use the link below 

to see if you are eligible to participate

Redcap.kumc.edu/survey/?s=T7C

PWAJXYJ

To  participate you must 

meet the following criteria:

• Diagnosis of Type 2 diabetes
• Identify as Black or African 
American
• Access to a computer or 
Internet-capable smartphone

MENTHOL

from page 11



Big tobacco has mercilessly targeted 
african americans since the 1960s 
with the heavy marketing of menthol 
cigarettes.
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F
or 60 years, Freedom Inc. has 
been a political force in Kansas 
City’s African-American com-

munity. A Freedom Inc. endorse-
ment has helped open the door 
for most of the city’s Black elected 
officials and along the way has been 
the impetus to many political firsts, 
including the city’s first Black con-
gressman (Bill Clay) and the city’s 
first Black mayor (now-Congress-
man Emanuel Cleaver II).  

More than 100 political power bro-
kers gathered this past Friday evening 
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
Freedom, Inc., to acknowledge its 
founders and to present a number 
of Legacy Awards to individuals and 
organizations who have helped keep 
the mission of Freedom Inc, alive.  

Freedom Inc. was founded in 
April 1962 by political activists Bruce 
Watkins, Howard Maupin, Charles 
Moore, Fred Curls and Leon Jordan.  
At this weekend’s event, moderated by 
Congressman Cleaver, a brief history 
of each of the founders was presented.  

 “It’s without question that Free-
dom Inc. was the brainchild of Leon 
Jordan,” said Freedom Inc. President 
Rodney Bland. “Leon knew that to be 
successful, he would need to enlist the 
help of other strong Black men and 
women in the community.”

The inaugural Legacy Awards, 
presented at the event, were each 
named after one of the organization’s 
founders. 

The Leon M. Jordan Voter Engage-

ment Award recognized someone who 
seeks to uplift the Kansas City African-
American community by emphasizing 
voter’s rights. Much like Jordan, the 
awardee is boots on the ground in 
registering voters, voter education and 
ensuring African Americans are able 
to get to and from the polls on election 
day. This award went to Patricia Jones 
Macklin of the Greater Kansas City A. 
Philip Randolph Institute.

“Pat tirelessly pushed nonparti-

san activities encouraging the Black 
community to exercise its right to 
vote,” said former Missouri state Sen. 
Shalonn “KiKi” Curls, granddaughter 
of Fred Curls.

The Bruce Watkins Equality Fighter 
Award was given to someone who 
fights to create equal footing for Afri-
can Americans and is bestowed on a 
person who creates opportunities that 
help with economic empowerment, 
civic engagement and preservation 

of Black heritage. This award went to 
Santa Fe Area Council president of five 
years, Marquita Taylor.

“(Taylor) has worked diligently to 
preserve the historic nature of the 
community as Kansas City’s oldest 
Black neighborhood. Under her lead-
ership, the home of Leroy “Satchel” 
Paige will be transformed into a 
museum,” said Freedom Inc. member 
Keith Brown.

The Howard Maupin Business 
Champion Award was awarded to 
someone who realizes the need to 
use their resources to give back to the 
community. Like Maupin, the awardee 
would provide an avenue that creates 
space to discuss strategies and plan to 
improve Kansas City’s east side. This 
award went to the Ivanhoe Neighbor-
hood Association.

“After cleaning up the trash, debris 
and reducing crime, the (Ivanhoe) 
council ruled to increase the No. 1 
way to build stability and that was safe 
housing. Using the same blueprint, 
Ivanhoe combined community com-
mitment with economic stability 

F
or years, president of the Hick-
man Mills C-1 School District 
Daron McGee dreamed of 

bringing a Boys & Girls Club to the 
Hickman Mills neighborhood to give 
kids in the district a place to partici-
pate in after-school activities, where 
they could learn healthy lifestyles, 
computer skills and have access to a 
safe place to have fun. 

Last weekend, that dream became 
a reality when the Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Kansas City held a ribbon cut-
ting to open a 4,000 sq. ft. unit at the 
Smith-Hale Middle School, 9010A Old 
Santa Fe Rd, named after former state 
Sen. Shalonn “Kiki” Curls.

Curls served as a Missouri state 
representative and as a Missouri state 
senator. She is also the first African-
American woman appointed by Gov. 
Mike Parson to be a commissioner for 
the Missouri Department of Labor and 
Industrial Relations.

“When it came to naming this unit, 
I thought long and hard about who 
that person should be,” McGee said. 
“I wanted to ensure since this was the 
first club in Hickman Mills, it should 
be historic.”

Curls is known for her years of 
dedication on issues like improving 
access to quality education, health-
care, affordable housing and economic 
development in Kansas City. She 
served in the Missouri House from 
2007 to 2011 and then the 9th Senate 
District until 2020.

One of her biggest accomplish-
ments was securing funding for the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 
Center for Neighborhoods – a program 
designed to meet the needs of the 
city’s neighborhoods through neigh-
borhood planning services, legal aid 
and technical assistance.

“(Curls) has been adaptive to real-
ize that this community, when we were 
little children, was not a commu-
nity that was predominantly African 
American,” said state Sen. Barbara 

Anne Washington (D-9th Dist.). “And 
as it became that way, our adaptive 
leader realized the needs out here and 
took that voice and made things work. 
She is attentive and she addressed the 
needs of this community.”

“(Curls) can get anything done for 
the people, particularly the boys and 
girls of Kansas City,” said Mayor Quin-
ton Lucas. “Her name up here doesn't 
just mean a community center, it 
honors somebody who has broken a 
glass ceiling in Kansas City and was a 
mentor for so many.”

The Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Kansas City, S. “Kiki” Curls Unit is 
the organization’s 12th location and 
the first location named after a Black 
woman.

CEO of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Kansas City Dred Scott said 
the hope is that the Curls location 
will be the first of many expansion 
opportunities, particularly in South 
Kansas City.

“I hope this space becomes a village 
for young people who pass through 

these doors,” Curls said at the ribbon 
cutting event. “I hope they feel loved 
and supported and they are made to 
feel that they can accomplish anything 
that they set their minds to.”

The S. Kiki Curls Unit at Smith-Hale 
Middle School is open Mon. through 

Fri. 3:30-7 p.m. Find out how to enroll 
at https://bgc-gkc.org. 

Jazzlyn Johnson is a Report for 
America corps member based at The 

Community Voice covering Kansas 
City’s African-American community.

Freedom Inc. Reflects on History, Honors Changemakers in Community
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

Boys & Girls Club Created in Hickman Mills, Named After Former Sen. ‘Kiki’ Curls
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

(L-R) Congressman Emanuel Cleaver ii with awardees Patricia Jones macklin; Rep. yolanda young of the ivanhoe 
neighborhood association; nBUF President talib muwwakkil; Pastor John modest miles’ daughter Janet miles-
Bartee; santa Fe area Council President marquita taylor; Freedom inc. board mamber Gail mcCann Beatty; and 
Freedom inc. President Rodney Bland. See FREEDOM page 14

Former state sen. shalonn “Kiki” Curls helps cut the ribbon at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Greater Kansas City opening of 4,000 sq. ft facility - named 
after her - at smith-Hale middle school.
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K
ansas City Kansas Community 
College (KCKCC) received $12 
million from the State of Kansas 

for the future Kansas City, Kansas 
Community Education, Health and 
Wellness Center.

The funds were part of the state 
budget signed by Gov. Laura Kelly 
April 20.

“This budget delivers on promises 
I made when I was first elected, 
including investing in our economic 
development tools, funding higher 
education, stopping the irresponsible 
practice of robbing from our highway 
fund, and much more,” Kelly said in a 
press release.

The 130,000 sq. ft. downtown 
center will serve as an anchor 
institution for Kansas City, KS, 
to provide health, wellness and 

education services to address the 
socio-economic and workforce 
development needs in the downtown 
urban core and eastern Wyandotte 
County.

KCKCC, the lead partner, is 
collaborating with the YMCA of Greater 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Behavioral 
Health Network, Swope Health, 
CommunityAmerica Credit Union and 
Kansas City, Kansas Public Schools on 
this project.

“This project is designed with a 
vision to lift an entire community out 
of poverty and create systemic change, 
from the inside out, to develop the 
whole person and provide more 
equitable access to education and 
workforce training opportunities,” 
said Dr. Greg Mosier, president of 
KCKCC. “This center will be a first 

of its kind, national model for 
nonprofit collaborations across the 
country.”

KCKCC leaders say the funding 
is critical to the success of the 
new downtown center and brings 
fundraising efforts to $40 million 
of the $70 million needed to build 
and outfit the facility.

The center will not only house 
educational and training programs 
for high-paying, in-demand 
careers but will also offer multiple 
youth activities, healthy living 
programs, mental and behavioral 
health counseling, direct health care 
services, financial wellness and other 
support services.

“This holistic approach will break 
the chains of generational poverty for 
the people we serve in our community 

who need us the most,” Mosier said. 
“KCKCC is very thankful of everyone’s 
efforts to make this appropriation a 
reality. The college, and the partners 
investing in this project, fully believe 
that a ZIP code should not deter mine 
a person’s level of success, health or 

social well-being. KCKCC envisions 
working with its part ners and 
philanthropic supporters to create a 
one-of-a-kind center that prepares our 
community for success in their lives 
and careers.”

The Community Voice

T
he Unified Government of 
Wyandotte County and Kansas 
City, KS Commission approved 

a new project that will transform an 
acre of land in the Strawberry Hill 
neighborhood into an eight-story high 
rise apartment building.

The $41 million project, called 505 
Central by Sunflower Development 
Group, would create 129 market-rate 
units, a parking lot and underground 
parking garage at the corner of Sixth 
Street and Central Avenue.

The development request also 
required the commissioners to 
approve a change in zoning for the site 
as well as a change to the city’s master 
plan. Commissioners voted 8-1 to 
approve both requests.  

While most of the commissioners 
supported the project, residents of 
the Strawberry Hill neighborhood 
attended the commission meeting to 
voice their opposition. Their concerns 
included a blocked view of the Kansas 
City, MO, skyline, backed-up traffic on 
Central Avenue, and limited parking. 
Opponents also called the apartments 
luxury, not market-rate as proposed.

Sunflower Development Group 
Director of Development Mark Moberly 
said the cost of units will vary based on 
the area market, but will range from 
$1,000 for studio and one bedroom up 
to $2,500 for two bedrooms. Moberly 
also said parking would not be an 
issue, since there will be designated 
parking for apartment residents in the 
parking garage.

As far as the traffic backups, 
Moberly said Sunflower Development 

Group is committed to contributing at 
least $250,000 for traffic upgrades in 
the area.

Supporters of the project include 
business owners in the area who say 
they are hoping for more residents to 
come to the area and patronize their 
businesses.

“Our area is not attracting people 
across the river,” said Slap’s BBQ 
owner Mike Pierce. “We don’t have the 
draw and we don’t have the residents 
… It’s extremely hard to operate this 
business. If we want to grow, we need 
development like the one proposed 
tonight.”

Resident Melvin Williams said this 
project would move Wyandotte County 
forward.

“Wyandotte County is so far stuck in 
the past. We need to move forward,” 
he said. “Think about the other 

businesses that will come running 
once this happens. This could be a 
trigger for the next developer.”

Mayor Tyrone Garner shared the 

same opinion, saying the project will 
revitalize downtown Kansas City, KS, 
and bring more businesses and help 
sustain current businesses.

to rehab vacant housing, encour-
age businesses to the area, create a 
farmer’s market and build new town-
homes for seniors. They turned their 
neighborhood into a viable business,” 
said Brown.

The Charles Moore Community En-
gagement Award was given to someone 

who is in tune with the community, 
identifies the needs and provides the 
resources and solutions. Moore was 
a chiropractic physician who knew 
that politics was the best method for 
improving the condition of African 
Americans. He followed up on his be-
liefs by going out into the community 
and listening to his patients to find 
out the existing problems and how to 
solve them. He was an early leader in 

community engagement.
Pastor Modest Miles of Morning 

Star Baptist Church was awarded the 
Charles Moore Community Engage-
ment Award.

“Pastor Miles has continually 
opened the doors of his Morning Star 
Youth and Family Community Center 
to provide services to the Black com-
munity and others,” Curls said.

Miles’ community center was one 

of the original sites for COVID-19 vac-
cination and one of the sites to apply 
for rental assistance.

The Fred A. Curls “Making It Hap-
pen” Award was awarded to someone 
who, like the real estate mogul, just 
“made it happen.” He was instru-
mental in developing young people 
in the areas of business, politics and 
community service. He was one of the 
first Black licensed real estate agents 

and brokers.
This award was given to Chairman 

of the National Black United Front 
Kansas City Chapter Talib Muwwakkil, 
who helped develop the Urban Sum-
mit’s ten pillars of action.

“I have a true passion for my 
people and this city and I’m going to 
stand on that and continue to fight for 
our people no matter what,” Muwwak-
kil said.

FREEDOM

from page 13

UG Approves $41 Million Strawberry Hill Apartments
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice 

KCKCC Receives $12 Million for Future Community Education, Health & Wellness Center

Rendition of Proposed Strawberry Hills apartment Complex

Rendition of Future Community Education Center
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Wichita News

T
he committee selected to review 
policies and procedures that led 
to the death of 17-year-old Cedric 

“CJ” Lofton last fall released their final 
report and recommendations with 
little fanfare, last week, leading some 
to questions whether the committee’s 
efforts will have much, or any, impact. 

The report, developed across 13 
meetings of the 22-member Sedg-
wick County Taskforce to Review 
Youth Corrections Systems Standards 
included nearly 60 recommendations 
for improvements and changes to the 
existing system standards and perfor-
mance of Department of Children and 
Families (DCF), law enforcement and 
youth corrections programs.

While a large number of the recom-
mendations were around funding, 
eco-systems and training needs, other 
recommendations dealt with systems, 
checks and balances for handling 
teens experiencing mental health crisis 
– the police were originally called to 
CJ’s foster parents’ home because he 
was reportedly experimenting a mental 
high crisis.

However, the report’s most pointed 
recommendations were targeted at 
the staff, systems and processes at the 
Juvenile Intake and Assessment 

Center (JIAC) where CJ was held down 
in a prone (on his stomach) posi-
tion for nearly 25 minutes until he 
was rendered unconscious.  Despite 
Department of Justice memos dating 
back to 1995 warning law enforcement 
departments about the potential of 
“sudden” death from prone restraint, 
videos released of JIAC staff ’s confron-
tation with CJ and staff members’ post-
incident interviews with Wichita Police 
Officers, indicate a lack of awareness 
of the danger of prone restraint.  

JIAC REFORMS 

At the top of the committee’s rec-
ommendations for JIAC was a revision 
of the Department’s Use of Force Policy 
to eliminate the use of prone restraint 
except to cuff and sit or cuff and stand.  

In addition, under restraint, the 
committee recommended requiring 
one staff person “to be responsible for 
video/audio recording any incidents 
of restraint, keeping time to ensure 
a youth is sitting or standing imme-
diately after cuffing/restraining, and 
the youth is in overall good health and 
wellbeing. This person would also be 
observing employees and in charge 
of “tapping out” anyone who appears 
to have reached his or her physical, 

mental, or emotional limit when work-
ing with a youth. “This person should 
never assist in restraining the youth.” 

A few of the other more pointed 
recommendations for JIAC reform 
included:
• Establishing a “calming room” 
at JIAC that could be safe for youth 
experiencing some form of distress, 
where they can be safely left alone and 
not restrained. 
• Prioritizing purchasing in the 
county’s budget updated video record-
ing equipment, with audio, for JIAC 
that covers more areas of the lobby 
and holding rooms.
• Not allowing a juvenile in a Wrap 
restraint be brought into the JIAC facil-
ity.  Not allowing a single JIAC worker to 
handle intake for someone described 
as “a combative juvenile.” 
• Ensuring all juveniles at JIAC are 
separated from each other (taken 
to another room), so they are not 
exposed to potentially traumatic events 
in the common areas. 

MENTAL HEALTH

While Pastor Carl Kirkendoll 
thought all of the committee’s recom-
mendations were good, what stood 
out most to him as a member of the 

review committee were the 
recommendations on mental 
health, especially consider-
ing the growing problem 
with mental health across 
the nation.

“The fact that suggested the 
we have someone who’s 
qualified to deal with 
mental health issues 
24/7 on call so when a 
foster child, or kid, or 
anyone who is in there 
dealing with those type 
of mental meltdowns 
and stuff, for someone 
to be there to help him,” 
said Kirkendoll. 

WHAT’S NEXT 

The city and county say they plan to 
begin looking into the recommenda-
tions immediately with the goal of 
reporting back on their progress and 
plans going forward in 90 days and 
again at the end of the year.  

“Ninety days is important to us, 
because that’s right about when we’re 
adopting our budget.  There’s going to 
be a lot of budgetary request that are 
involved with this and that’s just the 
time that works out the best for us to 

be able to make some 
of these changes and 

implement them go-
ing into next year,” 
said Sedgwick 
County Com-
missioner Sarah 

Lopez.  
At the 

end of the 
year is when 
the city and 
county begin 
working on 
their legisla-
tive platform 
for the new 
year.  

“That’s going to be really important 
when we see some things for the state 
that we are able to ask the state, to say 
that we agree with these things, and 
we want to see them going forward,” 
Lopez said.  

A full copy of the report can be 
found on the Sedgwick County website 
at www.sedgwickcounty.org/communi-
ty-taskforce.

So far, the county also plans to put 
a dashboard on its website to track 
progress on the recommendations.  

A 
coalition of community and na-
tional justice organizations have 
joined in the call for the U.S. 

Department of Justice to investigate 
the death of 17-year-old Cedric “CJ” 
Lofton, who died as the result of a fatal 
restraining. Kansas Justice Advocates, 
led by Mary Dean, and Us Doing Us, 
led by Treva Brown, were among the 
local organizations who were joined 
by Jitu Brown, national director of 
Journey for Justice Alliance, for a press 
conference held earlier this week.  

Despite a homicide ruling by the 
chief medical examiner, Sedgwick 
County District Attorney Mark Ben-
nett refused to press charges against 
anyone involved in the case, citing 
the state’s Stand Your Ground Law.

“Five adult men are being 
shielded by stand your ground,” 
said Brown.  “You cannot cower 

behind Stand Your Ground when 
you murder our children.”  

The group said they’re not sur-
prised by the ruling given Bennett’s 
history of not pressing charges in the 
deaths of people of color at the hands 
of local law enforcement officers.  

“We know DA Mark Bennett out of 
his 13-year career has not charged 
anyone for the 19 deaths (at the 
hands of law enforcement) that have 
occurred in his tenure,” said Dean. 
“We want DA Bennett removed from 
this case period and the DOJ to open 
up an independent investigation on 
his (CJ’s) death and to investigate 
Mark Bennett on his past history 
of not charging (law enforcement 
officers who kill people of color).  

As part of their recommendations, 
the 22-member Sedgwick County 
Taskforce to Review Youth Correc-

tions Systems Standards asked the 
Department of Justice to get involved 
in the case.  The task force requests 
were for DOJ “to conduct a Pattern 
and Practice Investigation into Kansas 
Department of Children and Fami-
lies, Wichita Police Department and 
Juvenile Intake Assessment Center, 
relative to existing system standards 

and performance, law enforcement 
and foster care policies, mental and 
behavioral health training resources, 
standards and use of force for civil 
rights violations, including but not 
limited to the death of Cedric Lofton.”

The coalition, which included sev-
eral members of the community task 
force, are still looking for someone to 

be charged in CJ’s death
“We want charges brought against 

the people who snatched CJ’s 
life, we want them fired, charged, 
indicted, convicted,” said Brown.  

‘CJ’ Lofton Review Committee Recommendations Hardest on JIAC Staff

Community Coalition Joins Task Force in Calling for  U.S. Attorney General to Look in CJ Case

Ride for Justice  

Join a caravan to honor 
Cedric Lofton

When:  Sat., May 21, 3 p.m. 

Where:  Beginning at 13th and 
Ohio - McAdams Park  

“Paint your windows, bring 
noise makers and signs.  Path 
will wind through the city and end 
up at Sedgwick County Juvenile 
Intake and Assessment Center.   
We’re going to continue doing 
this until we receive justice,” said 
organizers.  

Jitu Brown, national organizer for Journey for Justice Alliance, speaks at a 
local press conference on the CJ Lofton case.



“CJ” Lofton



Y
oung Josephine Pace may have been one of 
St. Louis’ finest catches when she met hand-
some young intern Dr. Val Brown, but from 

the beginning, “he was 100% okay by me,” wrote 
Jo Brown in her 2000 autobiography.  

Brown had just finished medical school at How-
ard University and was completing his residency 
at the all-Black Homer G. Phillips Hospital in St. 
Louis, MO.

“From the day I first saw Val at Tandy Community 
Center in the spring of 1948, he made my heart 
skip several beats,” continued Jo.  

Thank goodness the feeling was mutual.  Val only 
seemed to have eyes for Jo, and their relationship 
quickly grew.   

On the phone, they would both talk about their 
lives and what they wanted.  

“We both wanted a lasting marriage filled with 
love and children,” and it was what the couple 
had for 72 years until Dr. Brown’s death on April 
20 at age 98. 

Family and marriage were important to Val, 
whose father, Dr G.G. Brown, died of a heart attack 
when Val was just a year old.  Val was born on Val-
entine’s Day 1924.  He was his parents’ valentine, 

that’s why they named him Val Jean.  
His journey to medicine was encouraged by his 

mother, Daisy L. Brown, and he helped keep the 
memory of his father alive.  As early as preschool, 
his mother would regularly say, “You’re going to be 
a doctor like your dad, aren’t you?”

Val would later say her question seemed more 
like a demand and he would respond, “yes.”  
Members of the community also supported his 
path with many of them referring to him as “Little 
Dr. Brown.”

Val graduated from Wichita North High School 
and Wichita University.  After graduation, he joined 
the Army to help pay for his education and, fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps, decided to attend 
Howard Medical School.  

After he finished his residency, Val moved home 
to Wichita to open his practice.  His first practice 
was on the southeast corner of 12th and Cleve-
land in the former office of his mentor, Dr. James 
Farmer. On his first day, his waiting room was filled 
to capacity with customers.  

That summer, Val return to St. Louis and mar-
ried his sweetheart Josephine on June 25, 1950, 
and as a couple they began their life in Wichita.  

For 47 years, Val practiced medicine at 1802 N. 
Hydraulic.  It was truly a family business.  For 20 
years, his daughter Sheila Kinnard served as office 

manager, and later on his son, Dr. Val Brown Jr., the 
third generation Brown doctor, joined the practice 
before branching out to start his own. 

Val Jr. says he admired his father’s honesty, work 
ethic and dedication to his patients.  

Val Jr. recalled his father taking him on rounds 
with him shortly before he went to medical 
school.  “It was to see how he manuvered those 
halls, to see the response of the nursing staff 
and the other doctors, how much they respected 
him,” said Val Jr.  “All of them thought he was the 
coolest, best-dressed guy and no one ever had a 
bad thing to say about him.”  

He says his father not only set an example for 
him as a doctor, but also as a father and a husband.

“He taught me what it is to be a hard worker, 
but I also learned that it is as important to come 
home every night and spend some time with your 
family and that even a very busy person has time 
to take family vacations.”

By the time Val Sr. retired in 1994, he had cared 
for more than 8,000 patients.  He never turned 
away patients, made house calls and personally 
returned office calls. 

He was a lifelong member of New Hope Mis-
sionary Baptist Church and was a member of the 
City-County Board of Health and the Medical Society 
of Sedgwick County.  He was a Charter Member 

of Alpha Nu Boule’ of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity 
and was also a Life Member of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc.  

In addition to Val Jr. (Trish) and Sheila, he and 
Jo had son Gratz Brown and daughter Martienne 
Brown; four grandchildren:  Sheinelle (Uche) Ojeh, 
Pace Kinnard, LaTrice Brown and Val J. (Jessica) 
Brown III; and four great-grandchildren.  

Val also leaves behind wife Jo, the love of his 
life and best friend.  

At the family’s request, in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to The Kansas African American 
Museum in honor of Dr. Val Brown Sr. 
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Dr. Val Brown Sr. Dies at 98; Set Example as Family Man & Healer
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

Brown
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efi delitybank.com/homeloans
844.277.2163

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

If you’ve been thinking it’s time to move, it’s defi nitely time to let us show you 

what a pleasant homebuying experience can look like. Our local loan experts are 

passionate about helping people fi nd a home loan that’s just right with a process 

that feels a lot more like a relationship than a transaction. If you’d like to discover 

a better way to buy a home, let’s talk.

WE CAN’T WAIT TO HELP YOU MOVE

NEED A MORTGAGE? 
LET’S TALK.
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K
ennisha Rolfe, an 
executive Assistant, 
and daughter Lyric, 

a 3rd grade student, live in 
Wichita.

Do you have similar 
taste in clothing hair or 
makeup?  We love natural 
hair styles such as twist and 
bantu knots.

What do the two of 
you enjoy doing together 
and why? We love to sing, 
shop, and going out to eat.

Do people often 
confuse you for sisters? 
not yet because of her age.

What behavior habits 
do you find you do most 
alike?  Researching or 
googling information, being 
extremely goofy and singing during random 
moments.

Do you see yourself imitating your 
mother on things and what are those 
things? Lyric - i love to wear my mommy’s 
heels because they are super cute. Also, 
sometimes i boss my baby brother around 
as if i’m mommy. 

What is your favorite TV show or all-
time favorite movie? Kennisha - “martin” 

Lyric -  “Sister Sister”

What is the most important thing you 
learned from your mother? Lyric -  Self-
confidence - my mommy always teaches me 
to take pride in the way i dress and present 
myself.

What makes you different than your 
mother?  Lyric -  my age and my style.

What makes you different than your 
daughter? Kennisha -  my experience and 
knowledge.

What’s one of your earliest memories 

of your daughter? Kennisha - The day 
she was born. Lyric is my first born and I 
remember thinking “Wow, she looks exactly 
like me.”

Name some of the qualities you see 
in your daughter that you passed down 
from your mother. Kennisha - confident, 
supportive, intelligent, and forgiving.

What would you have wanted your 
daughter to do differently than you did?   
Kennisha - Always reach for the stars and 
don’t let fear steal your dreams.

Was there something your parents 
did when you were a kid that you swore, 
you’d never do yourself? Kennisha 
- Force my children to go to church, lol. 
Growing up, i never had a choice if i wanted 
to attend church or not, sometimes i went 
to church 4-5 times a week. As an adult/
parent, i attend church about 4 times a 
week. Luckily, Lyric loves to attend church so 
it doesn’t seem as if i’m “forcing” her. 

Mother Daughter Look-A-Like Winners

T
ierra Brownlee, an Assembly 
Technician for nnSA, and daughter 
Rihanna mcDaniel, a 9th Grade 

student at Sumner Academy, live in 
Kansas City.

Do you have similar taste in clothing 
hair or makeup?  We always wear similar 
hairstyles. When one of us tries a new 
hairstyle, the other usually follows! We 
dress nothing alike but sometimes we 
wear each other’s jackets! We both mostly 
wear nude lip gloss! 

What do the two of you enjoy doing 
together and why? We especially enjoy 
experimenting with new recipes! We often 
take turns making dinner. We also love to 
travel, binge watch new tv series together 
and try new restaurants. 

Do people often confuse you for 
sisters? Always! People always think we 
are sisters! 

What behavior habits do you find 
you do most alike? We have the same laugh and 
facial expressions. 

Do you see yourself imitating your mother 
on things and what are those things? Rihanna:  
I sometimes find myself using my mom’s figurative 
language even though sometimes it doesn’t make 
much sense to me at first. She talks like an old 
woman at times! 

What is your favorite TV show or all-time 
favorite movie? Rihanna: The “Jurassic Park” 
Trilogy - Tierra: “Jessie” 

What is the most important thing you 
learned from your mother? Rihanna: i’ve 
learned to be open to criticism. Challenge it 
rationally and calmly if needed but take heed to 
fair criticism when delivered respectfully. Don’t just 
shut down when people are trying to help you. 

What makes you different than your mother? 
Rihanna: my mom is more talkative and outgoing. 

What makes you different than your 
daughter? Tierra:  my daughter is much more 
patient than i am! 

What’s one of your earliest memories of 
your daughter? Tierra: Rihanna memorized the 
spelling of michael Jackson’s name and learned 
to type it into a search engine on the computer at 
3 years old. my professors would pull up chairs to 
watch her navigate the computer as efficiently as 
she could at her age! 

Name some of the qualities you see in your 
daughter that you passed down from your 
mother?  my mother was meticulous and had 
a photographic memory. i possess those same 
qualities and i’ve passed them down to Rihanna. 

What would you have wanted your daughter 
to do differently than you did?  i want my 
daughter to take more risks and spend less time 
fearing the unknown. 

Was there something your parents did when 
you were a kid that you swore, you’d never do 
yourself? i swore that i wouldn’t ask my child as 
many questions as my parents asked me. i swore 
that i would give my child space. i swore so many 
things and i am doing the exact opposite!  

C
arolyn Brown (L), a health Savings Account Specialist, 
and daughter Janell Banks (R), a Conflicts Compliant 
Assistant, live in Kansas City.

This duo says their similar hairstyle (locs) keep them look-
ing more like twins than mother/daughter.

They both enjoy watching a good sitcom or a game show, 
they especially enjoy watching “Saturday night Live” together.

Janell says she finds herself becoming her mother every 
day! They never meet strangers and always find a way to 
connect  with people they least expect! Janell also says “We 
are the life of the party. We just have a certain swagger that 
attracts the world to our energy. We are a literal walking ball 
of joy.” 

When Carolyn was asked about her early memories of 
her daughter she says, “She could talk your ear off about 
anything and everything. She would make up the wildest 
stories just from illustrations in a story book.

m
ichelle Dobson (L) works in the medical field and 
daughter Sherika Conway (R) works with home 
warranties; they live in Wichita, KS 

The duo are often confused as sisters and like the same 
type of clothes, shoes and makeup, and they even wear 
similar hairstyles - just different colors.

They enjoy traveling and just spending time together. 
“Life is too short and the more time we can visit and spend a 
memorable time together is important.”

What behavior habits do you find you do most alike?  
Sherika says her behavior habits are most like her 

mother’s in that her family goals and shopping habits all come  
from her. “The fact that i want more for my kids and myself all 
is how she raised me.”

The most important thing Sherika learned from her mother 
was her cooking skills and being a strong independent woman 
who gets things done. 

Runner up Runner up 
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S
tudents at Kansas City’s Hope 
Leadership Academy sat on 
benches at the George Washington 

Carver National Monument, surround-
ing a statue of Carver as they listened in 
awe to a recording of the great scientist 
giving a commencement address at 
Selma University in 1942.

“You've all heard that the greatest 
of men have had two arms, two hands, 
two legs, two eyes and a brain to use 
if you would be wise. With this equip-
ment they all began, so start from 
the top and say ‘I can,’” said Carver, 
reciting a poem by Edgar Guest called 
“Equipment.”  

The message was just a part of what 
the fourth-grade students learned dur-
ing the day-long trip to the monument 
in Diamond, MO. The site, just two 
hours south of Kansas City, is where 
Carver was born as a slave in 1865.  

The trip is one of two to the 
monument site each year sponsored 
by members of Kansas City’s Alpha 
Delta Sigma chapter of Phi Beta Sigma 
fraternity. For four years, brothers in 
the chapter have partnered with the 
National Park Trust to fund field trips 
for students in schools in Kansas City’s 
urban core.

“We want to make sure our young 
people can foster the same ideas as 
Carver and know they could be a 
scientist too,” said Eric Wells, one of 
the event coordinators.  “We want them 
to think outside the box and take them 

outside the city.  We 
try to give them the 
opportunity to learn 
even more. You’re 
only going to get so 
much in school, but 
it’s up to you to take it 
a little step further.”

Carver, who was a 
Phi Beta Sigma, was 
known as the “Peanut 
Man.” He was a 
renowned agricultural 
scientist and educa-
tor. The monument 
site was the farm of 
slave owners Moses 
and Susan Carver. 
When Carver was an infant, he was 
kidnapped by bandits.  While he was 
eventually returned, his mother was 
never heard from again.

From the time he was a young boy, 
Carver spent a lot of time in the woods 
collecting and observing plants. Later, 
he moved to Minneapolis, KS, where 
he graduated high school before earn-
ing a college degree and eventually a 
master’s degree in agricultural science 
from Iowa State University.

He experimented with seeds, soil 
and grains, and developed fertilizers 
to produce more food and better 
crops for farmers. As a result, he cre-
ated hundreds of products using pea-
nuts, sweet potatoes and soybeans. 
Carver went on to teach and conduct 
research at Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama for decades.

The George Washington Carver 

National Monument was established in 
1943, soon after Carver’s death at 78 
years old. It was the first monument 
in America dedicated to an African 
American.

At the monument, students from 
Hope Leadership Academy were able to 
visit Carver’s birth site, conduct science 
experiments with peanuts, and walk 
the one-mile trail in the same woods 
Carver explored as a child.

“I learned that 
George Washington 
Carver had to walk eight 
miles to go to school,” 
Hope Leadership 
Academy student Israel Lomax told the 
park ranger. 

In May, the Sigmas will take KIPP: 
Endeavor Academy students on a field 
trip to the monument.  

“Just know we’re giving students the 

ultimate experience,” Wells said. “We’re 
giving them the ‘blue’ carpet experi-
ence (a reference to Sigma’s color) 
because we want to impact kids and let 
them know that they mean something. 
We want them to be successful.”

KC Sigmas Help Expose Students to Legacy of Fellow Sigma George Washington Carver
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice



O
n May 11, the Linwood YMCA 
will open up its Linwood 
Teen Tech Center for youth 

to participate in Esports and other 
educational activities.

The Linwood Teen Tech Center will 
initially be available to fifth through 
12th graders in the Linwood YMCA’s 
Launch Pad after-school program, and 

will be available for the entire com-
munity starting on June 1.

“The Teen Tech Center is a place for 
kids to do something they would have 
never done at school or home because 
it’s very expensive,” said Andre Sigler, 
executive director at the Linwood 
YMCA. “We’re trying to put a lot of fun 
into it and give the kids the oppor-
tunity to do something they’ve never 
done before.”

The Linwood YMCA Teen Tech 

Center will give local youth an oppor-
tunity to have safe fun, while learning 
about and be exposed to technology 
and STEM activities. 

At the center, students will be able 
to learn and make their own podcast, 
learn how to code, use a 3D printer, 
design and print on t-shirts and par-
ticipate in computer science lessons 
and STEM-related experiments.

Teen Tech Center, Esports Coming to Linwood YMCA
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

youth in the Linwood after-school Launch Pad program.
See LINWOOD page 20

2

3

1

PHOTOS: 1. Ian Bradley, Demonte Thomas and 
aaron Eichelberger work on an experiment. 2. 
Sigma members Deandre Tuggle, Ferris Potts, 
Eric Wells and Stan Beatty. 3. Kids try the lab. 4. 
Park ranger talks to the boys during an outing at 
the Carver National monument site.

4

Photos by The Community Voice



Holder and Officers Installed for Missionary Baptist State Convention of Kansas
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A huge part of the center that Sigler 
is especially excited about will be the 
Esports program. The Linwood YMCA 
partnered up with Urban Technology 
Empowered Communities (Urban 
TEC), to create an Esports urban core 
team in the Teen Tech Center.

Urban TEC is a local nonprofit 
teaching digital literacy skills to 
students, teachers and parents in 
Kansas City’s urban core. Founder Ina 
Montgomery is hoping to close the 
digital literacy divide in urban schools 
and communities and empower them 
through technology.

“There’s still a lot of inequity in 
tech,” Montgomery said. “If you’re 
coming out of high school and you’ve 
never had an IT or computer science 
class, you may struggle breaking into 
a tech career because you have no 
background to be successful.”

Montgomery, who will be focusing 
on teaching youth participants gaming 
strategy and concepts for the Linwood 
YMCA’s Teen Tech Center Esports 
program, said there is not a league for 

Kansas City gamers in the urban core, 
and wants to create one where kids 
can compete in tournaments.

Esports is short for electronic 
sports and takes video gaming 
to another level with rules and 
guidelines. Participants attend team 
meetings, practices and matches 
where they work on communication, 
strategic thinking, leadership and 
sportsmanship. Players also spend 
time analyzing data and game 
statistics.

Students will be able to play and 
compete in console games like 
Madden, NBA 2k, Halo, Fortnite, 
Minecraft, as well as PC games at the 
center.

“It’s really integrating education and 
gaming,” Montgomery said. “You can 
apply it to be successful in their core 
subjects like reading, math, language 
arts.”

Sigler said the new space is part of 
his overall goal to make the Linwood 
YMCA more youth-focused, creating 
more youth-based activities to keep 
kids safe and busy, while learning 
important skills that could help them 
in a STEM or tech career.

LINWOOD

from page 19



Dr. Rev. T. LaMont Holder was installed for an additional 
term as president of the Missionary Baptist State Convention 
of Kansas during the organization’s three-day 2022 Adjourned 
Session and Installation of officers held earlier last month at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Wichita.  The installation speaker 
was Dr. Selwyn Q. Bachus, pastor of Salem Baptist Church, 
Omaha, NE.

PHOTOS:  1.  Dr. Rev. T. LaMont Holder, president of Missionary 
Baptist State Convention of Kansas with Pastors Earl Burkhalter, 
Willard Dallas and Larry Jones.  2.  Rev. Robert Milan, Convention 
Officer, and 3. Pastor Desmond Lamb, Sr. Pastor, Forest Grove 
Baptist Church, Kansas City Ks, Vice-President of the Missionary 
Baptist State Convention of Kansas.   
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21Calendar of Events

Sun., May 8:  5 – 8p.m. Launchpad Community 
Center's Event, 3926 E 13th St N, Self-Care is essential to 
being the best version of ourselves. Certified and licensed 
professionals come together to create an experience that 
will help you to de-stress, unwind, self-assess, and self-
develop on a regular consistent basis. Experience what it 
means to make mental health, healthy eating, physical 
fitness, financial fitness, and all things that promote health 
and wellness a priority in your life. Free

Sun., May 8:  11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Mother's Day at 
Botanica, 701 Amidon.  Celebrate Mom this Mother’s 
Day with a family outing and enjoy multicultural per-
formances by the Wichita Asian Association as you walk 
through the gardens at Botanica. While supplies last, the 
Association will also be providing samples from around 
the Asian continent at multiple stations, Mimosas will be 
available for purchase at the Mom-osa Bar and food trucks. 
Moms’ admission is free! General admission pricing for all 
other visitors. Tickets can be purchased at the door.

Sun., May 8:  8:30 a.m. - 5k Run/Walk For Mental 
Health: Kansas Sedgwick County Park, 6501 W 21st. The 
5.50.50 series is a five-kilometer run/walk that occurs 
in each of the fifty U.S. states over fifty consecutive days. 
Register or donate by going to https://bit.ly/FiveFiftyFif-
tyKansas22

Tue, May 10: 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Boogie down with 
DJ Carbon Bradley Fair, 2000 North Rock Road at  the 
Bubbles and Beats Dance Party! Fun and snacks! $5 dona-
tion per child with 100% of the proceeds going to Habitat 
for Humanity.

Sat., May 14: 9 a.m. 2022 Women’s Conference, St. 
Mary’s Family Life Center, 1648 E 17th.  Guest speaker: 
Lady Vicki L. Kemp, author.  A day of empowerment, 
vendors and more. Conference host: Lady Toni Huggins, St. 
James Missionary Baptist Church. 

Sat., May 14: -  12 – 3 p.m. Meet and Greet Event  
Volunteer  Drive, 1504 N Kansas St. Free Hotdogs, Chips 
and Water. Raffle and carnival games and prizes for the 
kids.  Wichita mounted police unit will be there and the 

Wichita Fire Dept.  Check out what Flashpoint Youth Center 
will be offering the youth of Wichita this summer. Free

Sat., May 14: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Community Outreach 
Giveaway Urban League Services Parking Lot, 2418 E 9th 
St N, Wichita, Rahab Enrichment Center (REC) is giving 
back to the community a second time by giving away cloth-
ing & shoes for men, women, children, and household 
items. 

Sun., May 15:  11 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Shop & Grub, Naftzger 
Park Monthly market featuring a unique variety of vendors 
selling vintage clothing, jewelry, accessories, home goods, 
wine, delicious food and more. Bar provided by Wave ICT 
Music by DJ Magnum & Marcobiotics. Full market schedule 
and vendor application available at shopandgrub.com. Free 
Admission for All Ages

Wed, May 18:  4:30 – 5:30 p.m. CD Wichita Startup 
Week Preview Party Jenny Dawn Cellars LLC, 703 East 
Douglas Avenue, #Ste 180 celebrate and elevate Wichita’s 
entrepreneurial community. You’ll learn what’s in store for 
the second-annual Wichita Startup Week powered by Koch 
Industries, the key focus areas for the week of Oct. 10, and 
how you can get in the game.

Registration will include two drink tickets. FREE

Melting Pot Theatre’s New Drama About
Family Conflicts, Trauma, Counseling

May 6-8: Fri, 5 – 10 p.m.; Sat.  11a.m. – 8 p.m.; Sun. 
10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Kansas City BBQ Festival at Ar-
rowhead Stadium, 1 Arrowhead Dr., KCMO. Free entry, with 
BBQ, drinks and more available for purchase. 

Sat, May 14: 11a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Wyandotte County 
Ethnic Festival KCKCC TEC Building, 6565 State Avenue, 
KCKS learn about the rich history and traditions of the 
Wyandot Tribe, the Quindaro Underground Railroad, the 
Hispanic Community, the Strawberry Hill European cul-
ture, and many other ethnicities and cultural communities 
in our incredibly diverse county. Food Around the World, 
Kids Corner Fun, Live Performances, Art Vendors, Cultural 
Vendors  FREE

Fri., May 27: 7-9 p.m. - Spring Art Show, at 31 W. 31st 

St., KCMO Event by the Village KC, with students showing 
their original art. Meet the students, purchase their art and 
enjoy live music. Free, but donations accepted. 

May 27 -29:  3 p.m. Freedom Quindaro, Host hotel, 
Hiltons Garden Inn,520 Minnesota 

Friday, party in a barn and fish fry, Saturday tours of the 
area and picnic, Sunday church service and brunch Cost:  
$70 (early registration) which includes admission to all 
events, food, beverages and gift bag.

Sun., May 29: 5 p.m. American Celebration at Union 
Station, 30 W Pershing Rd. KCMO – Food trucks, live 
entertainment, vendors & booths. 8 p.m. KC Symphony 
followed by KC’s largest fireworks display.

KANSAS CITY

WICHITA

i
t’s been a tumultuous marriage 
with long-term effects. now, 
norma and Spicer must grapple 

with the impact of their decisions.
Starting may 12, KC melting Pot 

Theatre presents Lewis morrow’s 
“Begetters,” a drama that brings 
family conflict, grief, trauma and 
the power of counseling to center 
stage.

“Begetters” invites the audience 
inside the family’s descent into 
darkness and therapy, as norma 
and Spicer reflect over their life 
choices and make discoveries about 
how their past decisions will impact 
future generations.

The play is written by Kansas 
City, KS, native Lewis morrow, who 
is also the director of new play 
development at KCmPT. 

“I just wanted to reflect Black 
people trying to find peace in the 
midst of some of the traumatic 
baggage and cycles we go through,” 
morrow said. “i think people who 
aren’t Black can relate, but i wrote it 
in our language, with our rhythm and 
mannerisms in mind.”

morrow’s plays have also been 
produced in California, Florida, north 
Carolina, michigan, and indiana. his 
work includes “elephant,” “Look What 
The Fire Did,” “Ain’t no Such Thing 
As midnight Black,” and the recently 
produced “Baybra’s Tulips.”

“Begetters” will make its debut at 
KCmPT, directed by ile haggins. The 
play will star harvey Williams (Sunset Baby), Lynn King (A Raisin in the Sun), 
Amber Redmond-harrah (Doubt), Cecilia Ananya (Sweat), Jackie Price (Barbe-
cue), Lewis morrow (Baybra’s Tulips), and Larry Guidry (Big Love Sky).

Thurs., 5/12/22 – 7:30 p.m.
Fri., 5/13/22 – 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., 5/14/22 – 2 p.m.& 7:30 p.m.
Sun., 5/15/22 – 2 p.m.*
Wed., 5/18/22 – 7:30 p.m.
Thur., 5/19/22 – 7:30 p.m.*
Fri. 5/20/22 – 7:30 p.m.
Sat., 5/21/22 – 7:30 p.m.

Performance 
Dates/Times:

*Talkback following performance

Tickets:

General admission -          $25.
Seniors (60+) & students - $20
Community nights 
 (Wed. & Thurs.)              - $15

Group discounts & 
     press comps available

COVID-19 Guidelines: Properly 
worn masks are required.
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Arts & Culture22

H
ow many times have you been 
on a first date and found your-
self unimpressed by the end 

of it? Maybe you’ve stopped going on 
dates because the outcome is just so 
disappointing, or nothing ever comes 
out of it?

Well, you’re definitely not alone in 
Kansas City, which recently ranked as 
the worst city for dating, and our sister 
city Wichita was right behind them.  
They were recently ranked as the two 

worst places for dating in America 
The study, conducted by Sperling’s 

BestPlaces is based on criteria includ-
ing the percentage of singles 18 to 24, 
population density and dating venues 
per capita such as bowling alleys, bars 
and coffee shops. The study includes 
80 metro areas across the country, 
with the top city earning the title “Dat-
ing Capital” of the US.

Kansas City ranked last, with Austin, 
TX; Colorado Springs, CO; and San 
Diego, CA ranking the best.

Factors that led to Kansas City’s low 

score was the low percentage of 18- to 
24-year-olds, which was 8.6% and its 
low venue index. It also ranked on the 
low end for expenditures on flowers, 
jewelry and other gifts.

Those that ranked the highest had a 
high amount of online daters, largest 
number of coffee shops and a high 
amount of lingerie shops per capita.

"We've received feedback from 
some of the lowest ranking cities, and 
it appears our findings are on-track," 
noted Sperling. "In these cities, there 
are relatively few young singles and 

the towns are so spread out, it can be 
difficult for them to find each other. 
Some are using this study as a call to 
action to provide places where people 
can hang out and get together."

We’re asking singles in Kansas City 
and Wichita about their experiences. 

Fill out this survey to have your experi-
ence included: https://bit.ly/3xQIPbL. 

We asked some young single people 
in Kansas City about their dating 
experiences to see if they agree with 
the results of this study:

Kansas City Ranks Worst City for Dating, Wichita Right Behind Them
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

The Voice: KC is 
ranked worst for dating. is 
that your experience?

KeVon: Most defi-
nitely. most of the women 
i have tried to date only 
want a free meal or money.

The Voice: Pet 
peeves or biggest com-
plaint you have going on 
dates with people in KC?

KeVon: my biggest pet peeve 
on dates is they’re on their phone 
most of the date.

The Voice: Anything 
you would change about the KC 

dating scene?

KeVon: The mentality of 
my generation has to change from 
all about money to trying to get to 
know people and understanding. 

Kevon G. 
Age: 26

The Voice: KC is ranked 
worst for dating. is that your experi-
ence?

mizno: Absolutely! i’ve never 
been in a committed relationship 
even though i’m social and meet 
plenty of people. But people tend 
to stay in their own areas of town. 
We don’t like to travel more than 20 
minutes to get somewhere. With that 
being said, it makes the degrees of 
separation small. When you date 
someone, there’s not much privacy. 

you’ll probably know some of the 
same people and maybe even have 
dated their relatives in the past.

 The Voice: What would you 
change about KC’s dating scene to be 
more successful?

mizno: i wish there were 
singles events, speed dating and 
matchmakers here.

The Voice: Pet peeves or 
biggest complaint you have going on 
dates with people in KC?

mizno: my dating pet peeve 
would be people who should not be 
dating at all, stinking up the dating 
pool like the houseless, unem-
ployed, multiple co-parents, unborn 
children on the way and people 
looking for help and not love.

The Voice: Success with 
dating apps or stay away from 
them?

mizno: i stay away from dating 
apps. i have met people, but it seems 
to be used for hook-ups, not anything 
real. i haven’t had any good experi-
ences.

Geneva o. 

aKa mizno 
meals 
co-host of 2 Broke H.O.E.Z

Age: 38 

The Voice: KC is ranked 
worst for dating. What is your 
experience?

allen: Dating here, i used 
to come to the conclusion that 
something is wrong with me, but 
as i started working on myself and 
making myself better, i thought, it 
wasn't me. it was the fact that i feel 
like a lot of women are intimidated 
by a man of value. 

The Voice: Success with dat-
ing apps or stay away from them?

allen: i used to, but after 
realizing it doesn’t really work for men. 
it works more in the favor of women. 

Dating apps and social media apps 
usually don’t work because it’s based 
on looks and some fairy tale story 
that you fabricate that catches the 
eye of the women. i’ve been suc-
cessful on all of the apps, but when 
i meet the women, i haven’t had a 
relationship that lasted more than 
three months. 

The Voice: What would you 
change about KC’s dating scene to 
be more successful?

allen: if women could start 
being women, no. 1. And instead of 
trying to be the controlling one, stop 
bringing their past relationships into 
the new relationship.

The Voice: KC is 
ranked worst for dating. is 
that your experience?

Josilyn: yes, abso-
lutely. Zero out of 10.

The Voice: Pet 
peeves or biggest complaint 
you have going on dates 
with people in KC?

Josilyn: i think 
my biggest complaint with dating 
people in KC is when they’re not 
being authentic and honest. it’s 
hard to find someone who isn’t fak-
ing who they are in the beginning. 
Like if you’re a bum, show that. if 
you’re a liar, show that. if you got 
a baby on the way, say that. Don’t 
give a fake façade to try to impress 
me, then 3 months in show the real 

you. Stand firm in your truth.
The Voice: Anything you 

would change about the KC dating 
scene?

Josilyn: it’s not much you 
can change about people not being 
themselves. But i think everyone 
should just be okay with who they 
are as a person and if there’s 
something you don’t like, fix it.



SEE OTHER SINGLES PAGE 23

Josilyn W. 
Age: 24

allen s. 
Age: 36
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the Voice: KC is 
ranked worst for dating. is that 
your experience?

Kali: i am a relationship 
type of girl and had been in 
a long-term relationship for a 
majority of my late teens/early 
twenties. i am newly single 
and, honestly, dating sucks. i 
initially got back on the dating 
scene with intentions of having 
fun and being open minded. i 
don’t want anything too serious 
right now but even dating for 
fun can be challenging because 
people are not straightforward and want to waste your 
time. They either ask you out on a date and fall through 
or don’t respect my time once we are on the date and it is 
a big turn off.

 the Voice: Pet peeves or biggest complaint you 
have going on dates with people in KC?

Kali: my biggest pet peeve with dating in Kansas 
City is when people cannot be honest about their inten-
tions with dating. if you’re expectation is to just have sex 
after the date, be honest and say that. Don’t wine and 

dine someone as if you 
are genuinely interested 
in getting to know them 
and that’s not the case. 
They could be on the 
same type of time, but 
you will never know 
unless you express that 
honestly upfront. i also 
really hate having my 
time wasted. Do not 
approach me for a date 
then the day of go m.i.A.

 the Voice: 
Success with dating 
apps or stay away from 
them?

Kali: no, i am not 
a big dating app person. 
men on dating apps 
for me is a red flag lol. 

i always see them as wanting one thing. i like to be ap-
proached in person to feel out your vibe.

 the Voice: What would you change about KC’s 
dating scene to be more successful?

Kali: honestly, i feel like a lot of people in KC are all 
about image. People don’t express themselves authenti-
cally and are always worried about what the next person 
may think. Kansas City would be a better dating area if 
people were original and let their guard down a bit. 

Kali c.
 Age:  24
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