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F
or too long, Kansans have 
been paying more for groceries 
than almost any other state. At 

6.5%, we have the second-highest 
food sales tax in the country.   

And it’s just wrong. It’s wrong for 
our families struggling to put food on the table. It’s 
wrong for our local businesses as we try to keep our 
workforce in Kansas. And it’s wrong for our economy, 
leading Kansans to cross state lines to do their grocery 
shopping.    

Between the high food sales tax and the pandemic-
induced inflation that has raised prices on all kinds 
of goods, it’s no surprise Kansans are struggling. The 
pandemic has created numerous challenges for all of 
us in nearly every part of our lives. While families feel 
the pain in their pockets, eliminating the tax on food 
at grocery stores and farmers markets across the state 
would give Kansans more room to breathe financially 
and the ability to reinvest that money back in our 
state’s economy.   

During my campaign for governor, I promised the 
people of Kansas that I would cut this unnecessary 
financial burden for our families. In November, 
I announced my plan to “Axe the Food Tax” – a 
complete elimination of the state food sales tax – an 
effort that’s estimated to save Kansas families an 
average of $500 every year.    

I know how big a difference this will make for 
Kansas families. I know how far these savings will go 

– money that could be spent on childcare, on 
dinner and a movie, toward saving for college, 
or paying the light bill.    

Calls for eliminating the food sales tax have 
had bipartisan support for years, but now we 
actually have the chance to get it done. I’m 
proud of the work I’ve done to deliver for Kansans 
throughout my time as governor. Axing the food 
sales tax is yet another way we can do that.   

Eliminating the state sales tax on food will also 
help Kansas grocers and farmers. Grocery stores near 
state lines have lost business due to the high tax on 
food, bleeding shoppers over the border just to save 
on groceries. That hurts our small businesses, and 
it hurts our economy. We can’t keep driving our own 
consumers across state lines. When we Axe the Food 
Tax, we’ll put money back into our economy and back 
in Kansans’ pockets.   

We’ve got the means to do this. With the largest 
budget surplus in 40 years, we’ve proven that we 
can responsibly manage the budget while also saving 
Kansans’ money. It doesn’t have to be either/or.    

We can Axe the Food Tax while we fully fund public 
schools. We can Axe the Food Tax while we fix our 
roads and bridges. We can Axe the Food Tax while we 
expand access to high-speed internet. It’s possible, 
and it’s necessary.   

The foundation has been laid. Now is the time to 
come together and get it done to start putting hundreds 
of dollars back in Kansans’ pockets every year.   

I urge lawmakers to get a clean bill to my desk as 
soon as possible. Together, we can bring financial 
relief to Kansans.    

By Laura Kelly
Governor, State of Kansas

Kelly

• Meet KSN News Anchor Eddie Randle
•  Urban Café Offers Healthy Options for 
Breakfast, Brunch
• Blunt Smoking Candidate Burns 
Confederate Flag in His Latest Ad
• Blackout Awards ICT Returns After Two 
Years With Several New Categories
• WyCo Safe and Welcoming City Act Passes
• Halftime Review: Dre, Snoop & Friends 
Deliver Epic Show
• Golden Moment: Jackson 1st Black 
Woman Speedskating Medalist
• 2022 Love Couples: Christopher Sr. and 
Carthesa Hutson
• Who is Gary Chambers, the Louisiana U.S. 
Senate Candidate
• DeVerne Calloway’s Legacy Counts Among 

Missouri Black History Month

• Today for Black History Month, we're 
highlighting a Kansas native: Xavia E. 
Hightower-Howard.
•  The Blackout Awards ICT is hosting the 
2nd Blackout Awards ICT at the Crown 
Uptown on July 9.
• It's almost Valentine's Day! The 
Community Voice spoke with couples 
to find out their secret to a happy 
relationship.
•  CJ Lofton Case: Task Force, FBI and DOJ
• Today's Black History Month post is 
dedicated to Hollie T. Sims, creator of "The 
Negro Star"
• More Black Excellence & Black History 
going on today at the Olympics

It’s Time to Eliminate the State’s 
Sales Tax On Food to Save Kansans Money     
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KodaK BlacK 
WoUNdEd at JUstiN 
BiEBEr aftErparty 

iN los aNgElEs
The rapper suffered non-life-

threatening gunshot wounds after a 
fight erupted.

Rapper Kodak Black was shot in Los 
Angeles on Feb. 12 outside a celebrity 
hotspot, The Nice Guy, amidst Super 
Bowl weekend celebrations following 
Bieber’s show at the nearby Pacific 
Design Center.

According to TMZ, sources from 
Black’s camp say that upon leaving 
the venue, a member of his crew 
was attacked by an assailant, leading 
Black to defend his friend. However, 
once the group started to get physical, 
sources say gunshots were heard.

Other celebrities in attendance at 

the party included Khloe Kardashian, 
Kendall Jenner, Lil Baby, Leo Dicaprio, 
and Drake.

All parties were taken to a nearby 
hospital to treat any injuries and are 
in stable condition. Police say the 
shooter/shooters are still on the loose.

sNoop dogg is thE 
NEW oWNEr of dEath 

roW rEcords
The 16-time Grammy Award-nom-

inee has taken over a popular record 
label that launched his stellar career.

The rapper-mogul acquired Death 
Row Records’ brand from MNRK Music 
Group. The terms of the deal were not 
disclosed.

“I am thrilled and appreciative of 
the opportunity to acquire the iconic 
and culturally significant Death Row 

Records brand, 
which has 

immense 
untapped 
future 
value,” the 

50-year-
old 

Snoop Dogg said in a statement. Snoop 
Dogg found his springboard to success 
during the 1990s while on Death 
Row Records. The label was founded 
in 1992 by Dr. Dre, Suge Knight, the 
D.O.C. and Dick Griffey in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the breakup of N.W.A.

issa raE sEt to BE 
hoNorEd With thE 
VisioNary aWard 

at 2022 prodUcErs 
gUild aWards 

Issa Rae was announced as the 
recipient of the Visionary Award from 
the Producers Guild of America for her 
successful career.

When Issa Rae said it was “me 
season,” sis really meant it. Now she’ll 
be honored for all of her work at this 
year’s Producers Guild 
Awards.

The award is 
given to “producers 
across television, 
film or new media 
who share inspir-
ing, uplifting stories 
that add 
unique 
value to 

society and culture.” From the success 
of her “Awkward Black Girl” series to 
her HBO hit “Insecure,” and her vari-
ous movie roles, Issa has earned the 
praises from fans all over.

The 2022 Producers Guild Awards is 
scheduled to take place March 19.

faNtasia BEiNg cast 
as cEliE iN 

UpcomiNg ‘thE 
color pUrplE’ film
Fantasia was jumping for joy 

last week when she got the call of a 
lifetime. Ms. Barrino will be joining 
the cast of the upcoming “The Color 
Purple” remake as Celie. Fantasia 
previously played Celie in 2007 during 
the Broadway remake of the film.

KiNgslEy BEN-adir 
to star iN BoB 
marlEy Biopic

Kingsley Ben-Adir – who starred as 
Malcolm X in Regina King’s “One Night 
In Miami” – was chosen to portray 
Marley in this film that will focus on 
the reggae legend’s life and music 
career. Prior to his untimely death in 
1981 at age 36, Marley left an amazing 
legacy, and gifted the world with songs 

such as “Could You Be Loved,” “Get 
Up, Stand Up,” and “One Love.”

Ziggy Marley, Rita Marley and 
Cedella Marley will serve as producers, 
and Robert Teitel will also produce.

For years, the public has been 
enamored by films centering around 
their favorite entertainers. Para-
mount’s 2019 movie “Rocketman” 
saw major success at the box office, 
and also received critical acclaim, win-
ning multiple major awards – setting 
the bar high for the upcoming film 
featuring the Jamaican icon.

Prior to his role as Malcolm X, Ben-
Adir appeared in Netflix’s “The OA,” Hu-
lu’s “High Fidelity,” BBC’s “Peaky Blind-
ers” and even played Barack Obama 
in “The Comey Rule.” He was recently 
cast in Marvel’s upcoming Disney + 
series “Secret 
Inva-
sion” 
along-
side 
Samuel 
L. Jack-
son, who 
will reprise 
his role as Nick 
Fury.

Kodak Black Snoop Dogg issa rae Kingsley Ben-adir
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G
ary Chambers, a U.S. Senate 
candidate in Louisiana who 
went viral last month for 

smoking a blunt in a campaign ad, 
is back again with his lighter.  This 
time, the longtime community activ-
ist is using the lighter to set fire to a 
Confederate flag.  

In his release, a one-minute video 
titled “Scar and Bars,” Chamber is 
seen wearing a camo jacket as he 
pins a Confederate flag on a clothes-
line, douses it with gasoline and then 
sets it on fire.  

In the video, he discusses – and 
symbolically destroys — the legacy of 
Jim Crow. 

The ad opens with Chambers hold-
ing an American flag and quoting the 
Constitution, then replacing it with a 
Confederate flag as he remarks that its 
remnants linger in much of the South. 
He says the right of Black Americans 
to vote and participate in democracy is 
under attack, calling gerrymandered 

districts "a byproduct of the Confed-
eracy."

"Our system isn't broken," he says 
at one point, setting the flag aflame. 
"It's designed to do exactly what it's 
doing, which is producing measurable 
inequity."

In the ad, Chambers notes the high 
rates of poverty and disenfranchise-
ment among Black Americans as he 
watches the flag burn.

"It's time to burn what remains of 

the Confederacy down," he says. "I do 
believe the South will rise again, but 
this time, it'll be on our terms."

Chambers faces an uphill battle in 
his challenge to replace U.S. Sen. John 
Kennedy — the 70-year-old Repub-
lican incumbent — as the junior 
senator from Louisiana. But these 
short clips are providing him a major 
boost in visibility, with his marijuana 
video racking up millions of views and 
considerable media attention.

Blunt-Smoking Candidate Burns Confederate Flag in his Latest Ad 

G
ary Chambers is a longtime 
social justice advocate and 
community organizer based 

in Baton Rouge, LA.  With his mis-
sion “Do Good, Seek Justice,” he’s 
been leading the fight for a better, 

more just Louisiana. 
Chambers, an entrepreneur and 

co-founder of the political non-profit 
Bigger Than Me, has been featured 
in outlets such as 225 magazine 

(2017 People to Watch edition), 
Wired magazine, The new york 
Times, Cnn, morning Joe, and 
Roland Martin Unfiltered for his 
tireless efforts in advancing the 
most disenfranchised communities 

across Louisiana. As an advo-
cate, his work has contributed 
to advancements in the justice 
system, healthcare access, 
and to equality in the municipal 
contracting process for minor-
ity owned businesses.

This isn’t his first run for of-
fice.  In March 2021, he came 
in a close third in a special 
primary election for the 2nd 
Congressional District, held 
in march 2021.  only the top 

two contenders advanced to the 
general election held in April.  

Roughly one-third of Louisiana’s 
population identifies as African 
American. 

Who is Gary Chambers, the LA U.S. Senate Candidate 






L
ooking out at a sea of faces at 
a Texas fairground, most of 
them White, former President 

Donald Trump seethed about his 
legal troubles and blamed them on 
malicious prosecutors.

“These prosecutors are vicious, 
horrible people. They’re racists and 
they’re very sick, they’re mentally 
sick,” Trump said, before warning 
his audience: “In reality, they’re not 
after me. They’re after you.”

He repeated his charge of racism, 
but skipped over an obvious detail: 
Those prosecutors are Black.

His diatribe left the clear impres-
sion that Trump, who rode the 
politics of White grievance into 
the White House, thinks he can’t 
possibly be treated fairly by Black 
officials.

The comments carry the echoes 
of racist messages that have prolifer-
ated in recent years –- that Black 
people and other minorities are 
taking power, and that they will exact 
revenge on White people, or at the 
very least treat White people as they 
have been treated.

That’s among the fears stoking 
the White supremacy movement, 
the so-called “White replacement 
theory” that people of color will sup-
plant Whites in the country’s power 
dynamics and social structure.

“These are the same justifica-
tions that they use for Jim Crow laws 
and their mistreatment of African 
Americans. So this is just a rerun 
of what we’ve seen in our country,” 
said one Black district attorney, 
Brian Middleton of Fort Bend 
County, Texas, which lies southwest 
of central Houston.

Trump attacking prosecutors is 
nothing new. When his business and 
political dealings are investigated, he 
often strikes back with accusations 
of misconduct and witch hunts.

The former president has long 
been accused of biogtry. Before 

the 2016 election, Trump called 
U.S. District Judge Gonzalo Curiel 
a “hater” who could not be fair to 
him in a fraud case involving Trump 
University because of the judge’s 
Hispanic heritage and because 
Trump vowed to build a wall 
between the U.S. and Mexico.

Now, he faces an array of Black 
prosecutors: New York Attorney 
General Letitia James; Manhat-
tan District Attorney Alvin Bragg, 
the first Black person to hold 
that office; Fani Willis, the Fulton 
County, Georgia, DA; even Rep. 
Bennie Thompson, chair of the 
congressional investigation into 
the Jan. 6 insurrection. And 
critics say Trump’s rhetoric has 
escalated, perhaps because he 
recognizes that some among his 
base are receptive to more overt 
racism.

“It intensifies that 
discourse and makes it 
explicitly racial,” said 
Casey Kelly, a com-
munications professor 
at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, who 
for years has pored over 
transcripts of Trump’s 
speeches.

At a recent rally in Arizona, he 
said – falsely – that White people 
in New York were being sent to the 
back of line  for antiviral treatments.

And now Trump is using the 

investigations against him – and 
the prosecutors behind them – as 
“evidence of a larger systemic pat-
tern that White people don’t have a 
place in the future of America and 

he’s the only one 
that can fight on 
their behalf,” 
Kelly said.

Michael Steele, 
who more than 
a decade ago was 
the first African 
American to 
chair the Re-

publican National Committee, said 
Trump was being Trump.

“If he can race bait it, he will. 
These prosecutors, these Black 
people are coming after me — the 
White man,” Steele said.

“They didn’t just wake up and say, 
‘I’m gonna waste city resources and 
state resources to go after Donald 
Trump,’” said Steele, a member of 
the Lincoln Project, a Republican 
group opposed to the former presi-
dent. “Whether the prosecutors are 
Black or White, his corruption is still 
the same. It’s him, his actions, his 
behavior, his decisions – and that’s 
where the onus lies.”

There is evidence that Trump’s 
words have had consequences. 
Willis – the Georgia prosecutor who 
asked a judge to impanel a special 
grand jury to help probe possible 
“criminal disruptions” by Trump 
and his allies during the 2020 presi-
dential election and its aftermath – 
told The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
that threats and racist slurs against 
her have increased since Trump’s 
rally in Texas.

In a letter to the FBI, Willis called 
Trump’s rhetoric “alarming.” She 
called on the FBI to help assess 
security at the county courthouse 
and provide personnel to protect the 
area against possible attack, like the 
one on the U.S. Capitol a year ago.

Trump has his defenders. Har-
rison Fields, who worked in the 
Trump White House, now serves as 
a spokesman for U.S. Rep. Byron 
Donalds of Florida, a Trump ally and 
one of only two Black Republicans 
serving in the House. He said the 
country has more important mat-
ters to tackle.

Donalds sees Trump’s remarks 
as “a nonstory, as do about 98% of 
the American public, who are not 
in the media, or who are not in the 
Democrat Party,” Fields said.

“The congressman is focused on 
issues that actually matter, which is 
supporting the America-first policies 
of the former president,” he said.

F
E

B
. 1

7
, 2

0
2
2
       |     

T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
u

n
iT

y
 V

o
iC

e
n

a
t

io
n

a
l

 5

Race Baiting
Trump Tirade On ‘Racist’ DAs Echoes Other Racist Tropes
By Bobby Caina Calvan
The Associated Press

PHoto:  (top) Congressman Bennie thompson, the chair of the congressional investigation into the Jan. 6 insur-
rection. (l) new York attorney General letitia James and (R) Manhattan District attorney alvin Bragg are among the 
Black prosecutors former President Donald trump is attacking as being racist.  in his speech, he fails to point out 
they’re all Black.  



       The left is now rationing life-saving 
therapeutics based on race, discriminat-
ing against and denigrating, just deni-
grating, White people to determine who 
lives and who dies. ... In New York state, if 
you’re White, you have to go to the back 
of the line to get medical help. 

“

”
Donald J. Trump



K
ansans from across the state descended on 
the State Capitol on Feb. 9 for the annual 
Kansas Black Legislative Day.  Partici-

pants come to learn more about issues being 
considered by the Kansas Legislature and how 
they will positively or negatively impact our 
community.  

The day was full topics that participants 
could take back to educate and help inform 
others and to and advocate  to their local 
elected officials about.  

Participants had the opportunity to speak 
directly to state legislators about issues that mat-
tered to them most and observe proceedings on 
both the House and Senate floors.  Wichitan Mag-
gie Thompson received recognition from the Sen-

ate 
for 
her 
work 

with COVID vaccinations.
Some of the issues covered and speakers 

were:  Michael Poppa spoke about the Redis-
tricting issue that will water down the Black-
and-Brown vote.  Rabbi Moti Rieber and Pastor 
Robert Johnson wanted participants to look at 
“What schools are teaching our children” and 
issues around Critical Race Theory.  Cindy Reid 
and Curtis Whitten spoke on marijuana reform. 

Brandon Johnson gave updates on KS-CPOST 
reforum the state agency that licenses officers.  s 
Other speakers included senators Oletha Faust-
Goudeau and David Haley, Lazone Grays, Mark 
McCormick and Mark Dupree, John Nave and 
Kourtney Vincent-Woodbury.

Lunch and the wrap-up reception were ca-
tered by Soul Fire Food Co. and  hosted by Kerry 
Gooch of Gooch Strategies. 

6 State  News
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NEW BILL WOULD ELIMINATE 

MANDATORY MINIMUM 

90 DAYS IN JAIL FOR 

HABITUAL DRIVING 

VIOLATORS

If approved, Kansas House 
Bill 2629 would eliminate the 
current mandatory 90-day in jail 
requirement for a third offense for 
driving on a canceled, suspended 
or a revoked driver’s license.  A 
first offense violation has the 
potential of up to 1 year in jail, 
but no minimum required time 
in jail.  A second offense violation 
has a requirement of a minimum 
of five days in jail.   

The bill also appears to reduce 
the mandatory minimum $1,500 
fine that goes along with the 
charge.  The law does not cur-
rently require a minimum fine for 
first or second offenses.

The 90-day requirement has 
proven to be a major financial 
stress for individuals and their 

families, with the individuals often 
losing their jobs.   

Currently, law requires a 90-day 
mandatory sentence for refus-
ing a “blow” test to measure 
blood alcohol level and vehicular 
homicide.  

KANSAS LEGISLATURE 

CONSIDERING NEARLY A 

DOZEN BILLS REDUCING

 VOTING PRIVILEGES

 Yes, Kansas is a part of the 
nationwide trend to reduce vot-
ing privileges. These measures 
come amid a nationwide push by 
Republican-led legislatures who 
argue increased election security 
is needed — after they’ve made 
unfounded claims of widespread 
voter fraud.  This year, the Kansas 
Legislature is considering nearly a 
dozen bills that reduce the voting 
rights of Kansas citizens.  Senate 
Bill 388 requires the use of the 
United States Postal service when 
delivering an advance voting bal-

lot, as opposed to other common 
carriers such as Fedex.  SB 394 
and House Bill 2585 will cut down 
the ability of election officers to 
accept mailed ballots.   The bill 
will require mailed ballots to not 
just be mailed no later than the 
close of election day but to be 
received by 7 p.m. on the day of 
the election. Currently, the ballots 
could be received by mail up to 
3 days after the election as long 
as they were postmarked on or 
before the close of election polling 
places.  

Last year, the legislature passed 
a number of voting reforms, 
including limiting the number of 
advance ballots an individual can 
submit on behalf of others during 
any election to 10 ballots.  The bill 
also requires a statement signed 
by both the individual who voted 
and the person bringing in the 
ballot, saying they authorize the 
individual to submit the ballot on 
their behalf.  




Kansas Black Legislative Day at the Capitol: A Taste of the Issues Facing Us

MO LAWMAKERS SAY 

PROPOSED SB 666 WOULD 

‘MAKE MURDER LEGAL’

Proposed Missouri Senate Bill 666 
would change gun laws to assume 
anyone using force is doing so out of 
self-defense. Under current law, a person 
who uses force must prove that they 
believed physical or deadly force was 
necessary to protect themselves.

But SB 666 says any person who 
“uses or threatens to use force in 
self-defense is immune from criminal 
prosecution and civil action for the use 
of such force.”

In addition, law enforcement agencies 
may investigate the use-of-force inci-
dent, but the agency may not arrest the 
person for use of force unless the agency 
determines that there was probable 
cause that the force was unlawful.

The person can only be prosecuted 
if the state can prove by “clear and 
convincing evidence” that the person did 
not act reasonably. 

The sponsor of the bill, Republican 
Eric Burlison, said SB 666 is meant 

“to prevent Missourians from acts of 
overzealous prosecutors.”

MISSOURI BILL TO PREVENT HAIR 

DISCRIMINATION  ADVANCES TO 

FLOOR DEBATE IN STATE HOUSE  

For the second year, legislation that 
would create the CROWN Act, which 
stands for Creating a Respectful and 
Open World for Natural Hair is being 
considered by the Missouri Legislature.  
The bill would prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of hair texture and protec-
tive hairstyles in educational institutions 
that benefit from state financial assis-
tance or state student financial aid.

The measure passed unanimously 
out of the Special House Committee on 
Urban Issues on Jan. 31, on the eve of 
Black History Month. It has since been 
approved by the House Rules Commit-
tee, making it eligible to be placed on 
the chamber’s debate calendar. 

A similar bill failed to gain much trac-
tion in the legislature last year, but the bill’s 
sponsors say they believe the language in 
this year’s version is stronger. 

Missouri Legislative Briefs Kansas Legislative Briefs 

PHOTOS: 1. Terry Crowder, chairperson-
African American Democratic Caucus of 
Kansas, and Nedra Locke, treasurer-African 
American Democratic Caucus of Kansas.   

2. Nearly 100 people attended the informa-
tive day. 3. Stacey Knoell, executive director 
of the Kansas African American Affairs 
Commission. 4. Pastor Robert Johnson. 

64

8

5

9 10
1 2

3

7
5. Dr. Sharla Smith, Kansas Birth Equity Network. 6. Cindy Reid, Kansas Cannabis Coalition. 7. Rep. KC 
Ohaebosim and Gov. Laura Kelly. 8. Rabbi Moti Rieber, Kansas Interfaith Action. 9. Michael Poppa, Main-
stream Coalition. 10. Wichita Councilman Brandon Johnson.

Photos by The Community Voice
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T
wo lawsuits were 

filed Feb. 14 argu-

ing the congressio-

nal map endorsed by the 

Republican superma-

jority in the Kansas 

Legislature intentionally 

violates constitutional 

rights of Democrats and 

communities of color.  

Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly 

had vetoed the maps, 

but last week the Kansas 

House and Senate with a 

two-thirds majority were 

able to overrule her veto.  

The legal challenges 

were widely anticipated. 

The maps passed by 

the Republicans divide 

the Kansas City metro 

area in an obvious 

attempt to make it harder for the 

state’s only Democrat in Congress, 

Rep. Sharice Davids, to hang onto her 

3rd District seat. The map places the 

area of Wyandotte County north of 

Interstate 70, a majority minority com-

munity, into the 2nd District. The infu-

sion of Democratic votes into the 2nd 

District is offset by carving Lawrence 

(a heavily Democratic district) out of 

Douglas County and placing it in the 

heavily Republican 1st District, which 

stretches to the Colorado border.

In her veto of the map on Feb. 3, 

Kelly said it would move 46% of the 

3rd District’s Black population and 

33% of its Latino population into the 

2nd District.

“The map that was passed shows 

that the legislature was intention-

ally trying to silence our collective 

voice,” said Tom Alonzo, a Kansas City 

resident who lives north of I-70 in Wy-

andotte County. “There is nothing just 

or democratic about it. My community 

is the most diverse in Kansas — and 

they want to dilute us so we have no 

voice.”

The ACLU filed a lawsuit in Wyan-

dotte County District Court on behalf 

of seven Wyandotte County residents, 

including Alonzo, three Johnson Coun-

ty residents and one Lawrence resi-

dent. Four of the plaintiffs are Black, 

five are White and two are Latino. 

The suit names two defendants: Scott 

Schwab, who, as Kansas secretary 

of state, is the state’s chief election 

officer; and Wyandotte County Election 

Commissioner Michael Abbott.

The Campaign Legal Center is 

working with the ACLU on the lawsuit, 

along with pro bono assistance from 

the Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer law 

firm.  Kansas-based nonprofit Loud 

Light, with support from national 

voting rights attorney Marc Elias’ 

Democracy Docket, also filed a lawsuit 

in Wyandotte County.

The lawsuits ask the court to de-

clare the map passed by the legislature 

invalid, set a deadline for lawmakers 

to pass an acceptable map, draw a 

map in place of lawmakers if they fail 

to meet the deadline, and make the 

state pay for attorney fees and court 

costs. Both lawsuits name Wyandotte 

County election officer Michael Abbott 

and Kansas Secretary of State Scott 

Schwab as defendants.

State lawmakers are tasked with 

drawing new maps for congressional 

and legislative districts every 10 years, 

based on Census results. In 2012, the 

legislature was unable to agree on a 

map and the current districts were 

drawn by a panel of federal judges.

Micah Kubic, executive director 

of the ACLU of Kansas, said the map 

"essentially says that, based on race 

and based on party, some people 

should count less, that they should be 

excluded from the process, that they 

should have their voice diminished 

and devalued.”

Kansas neither gained nor lost 

seats — it has four — in the most 

recent round of reapportionment 

based on the 2020 U.S. Census. Senate 

President Ty Masterson, a Wichita-area 

Republican, justified the redistrict-

ing by saying that most of the state’s 

population growth occurred in the 

Kansas City area, making it impossible 

to keep all of Wyandotte and Johnson 

counties together.

Kansas’ congressional delegation 

consists of three Republicans and one 

Democrat, Davids, roughly in line with 

the state’s political makeup, as the 

lawsuit notes. 

Lawsuits Filed Challenging Kansas Redistricting Maps as Racist 

h
ow do you get wayward 
members of your party to fall 
in line?  The same you pun-

ish children: Take something away 
from them.  

Kansas state Senate Republi-
cans have removed three of their 
own members from committee 
assignments after a dispute over 
new congressional district map 
lines last week.

State Senate President Ty 
masterson (R) said he would 
remove state Sens. Dennis Pyle, 

mark Steffen and Alicia Straub from 
one committee each after the three 
Republicans voted with Democrats 
to uphold Gov. Laura Kelly’s (D) 
veto of the congressional district 
maps.

masterson and Kansas Repub-
licans scrounged up the votes to 
override the veto after a delay. The 
state house joined the Senate on 
Feb. 10 to override her veto.

“To maintain unity in the caucus, 
these changes were necessary,” 
masterson said in a statement. 

Republicans Punish Members 
for Voting Against Map

1

4

2
3

Thomas Alonzo says during a Jan. 24, news conference at the Kansas statehouse that the 
congressional map endorsed by GOP leaders “demonstrates a lack of competent, moral 
and ethical leadership.” Kerry Gooch of Gooch strategies stands in back. (sherman smith/
Kansas Reflector)





Most of the controversy about the Kansas Congressional Map approved by the Republican majority of the Kansas 
Legislature is with changes in Northeast Kansas.  



M
aking lip gloss started out 
as a fun activity for Kenyata 
Gant and her daughter. At the 

time, she didn’t envision that 10 years 
later, her lip products would be sold in 
Target stores.  

Gant founded Pink Lipp Cosmet-
ics in 2011, and her first batch of lip 
products sold out immediately.

“Then, I thought, what else can I 
do to add value to my business?” Gant 
said. 

She taught herself how to ap-
ply makeup and began offering her 
makeup artistry services to her Pink 
Lipp customer. She sold her lip prod-
ucts at pop ups and vending events, 
and provided makeup services in a 
small studio until she opened her Pink 
Lipps Cosmetics storefront at 1112 E. 
47th Terrace in 2016.

Since acquiring the storefront, her 

product line has grown from just lip 
products to skin care, accessories, 
concealers and eye palettes. Her busi-
ness has also grown to include six other 
makeup artists available for makeup 
appointments in store.

Some of Pink Lipps’ most popular 
products are their Everlasting Matte 

Liquid Lipsticks in shades:
• Cherry Bomb, a bright red shade
• Don, a dark brown shade
• After Party, a nude shade
• Fearless Queen, a pink, purple 

shade. 
The matte lipsticks last up to 13-plus 

hours and there is little to no transfer to 
surfaces, like napkins or clothing.

“I really want women to feel empow-

ered when they wear our products and to 
feel good and to feel confident,” she said. 
“That's what I love about Pink Lipps -- 
the platform that it gives me to empower 
women to help build confidence.”

Department store Target started to 
take notice of Pink Lipps Cosmetics, 
and they reached out to her last year to 
include her products in 41 Target stores 
across the country. 

The nearest Target to Kansas City that 
Pink Lipps will be available at is Floris-
sant, MO.

Gant’s goal is to continue to make her 
products more widely available in retail 
stores.

“I want the world to know Pink 
Lipps,” she said. 

Shop Pink Lipps Cosmetics at www.
PinkLippsCosmetics.com.

Jazzlyn Johnson is a Report for 
America corps member based at The 

Community Voice covering Kansas 
City’s African-American community.
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Business & Technology

Modern Horizons Wealth Advisors
David Jackson, CFP,     CMFC
Financial Advisor, Lpl Financial
1900 W 47th Pl Ste 320
Westwood, KS 66205
(816) 548-4155 Office
(816) 517-2992 Mobile
(913) 333-3056 Fax
david.j.jackson@lpl.com
mhwealthkc.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, LPL Financial and Modern Horizons

KC-Based Pink Lipps Cosmetics Now Sold at Select Target Locations
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice 

Photos:  (Above) Kenyata Gant founder and owner of Pink Lipps Cosmetics. (Upper 
Left) The makeup line that began with lipstick has expanded  into a full product line 
that includes foundation and concealer. (Lower Left)  You can find the product in its 
unique pink packaging in 41 Targets.  





W
hen the pandemic hit, L’Oreal Benitez, 
owner of Benitez Counseling, LLC, 
had customers whose lives literally de-

pended on her. When Wichita closed down and 
everyone was told to stay at home, she knew that 
wouldn’t work for her patients with the most 
severe problems.

Benitez is a licensed clinical marriage and 
family therapist, as well as a licensed clinical 
addictions counselor, who specializes in areas 
where few therapists seem to tread. In addition 
to substance-use disorders, she specializes in 
treating people with eating disorders, perinatal 
mood disorders such as postpartum depression 
and working with individuals suffering from 
trauma and individuals struggling with any type 
of loss or who have experienced any type of 
traumatic incidences in their life.

SHIFT/PIVOT

Some of these people are often on the cusp of 
a breakdown, harming themselves or even com-
mitting suicide, and she knew many of these indi-
viduals couldn’t make it months, or even a week 
without therapy. So, she continued meeting with 
her most in-need customers, spreading out their 
office visits to leave time to sanitize in between.

It quickly became evident there wasn’t a quick 
fix for COVID-19, so Benitez began looking for a 
way to help her other customers and for a way to 
save her practice. She turned to teletherapy.

“Teletherapy wasn’t a new thing prior to the 
pandemic, but it was a service that I didn’t offer 
at the time,” said Benitez.

Some of her patients took a “wait and see” 
attitude about teletherapy.

“Most of them were uncertain about what that 
(teletherapy) care would look like,” said Benitez, 
who admitted the transition required her to 
make adjustments as well.

After a while, most of her customers bought 
into the idea and, with very few exceptions, 
found it worked just fine. In fact, most of them 
found it both convenient as well as COVID 
friendly. They didn’t have to leave their home, 
saving them the time and expense of traveling 
to her office. In addition, some of the patients 
found it more comfortable talking to someone in 
their own home or speaking to them virtually.

“In some ways, people feel a little bit more 
protected or safe or can be a little bit more 
vulnerable if they’re sharing through a computer 
screen,” said Benitez.

THRIVE 

Teletherapy wasn’t the only change Benitez 
experienced during COVID. Demand for her 
services increased exponentially. In part, her 
business grew because there were very few 
therapists specializing in her more difficult areas 

of practice. Her practice also grew in general be-
cause the pandemic proved mentally challenging 
for a lot of people and a lot more people found 
the need to turn to a professional for help. 

In addition, her business grew because 
telehealth made her accessible to more clients: 
Individuals could meet with her at their office 
over lunch hour or at home without having to 
find a sitter.

“I’m able to reach clients in rural areas that 
may not have had access to quality mental 
healthcare before,” said Benitez. “And then also 
due to my specialties, I’m able to reach popula-
tions where there may not have been a therapist 
who may specialize in perinatal mood disorders 
or eating disorders.”

Another way her practice grew was from an in-
creasing number of Black clients. She was pleased 
to see a growing acceptance of therapy by African 
Americans who she said were definitely looking for 
therapists they could relate to culturally.

“One of the common things that I hear very 
often when clients seek me out is, ‘I want a 
therapist I can relate to. I would like a therapist 
that understands cultural differences,’” said 
Benitez. “So, I do tend to get a lot of those clients 
in my practice.”

She eventually had more clients than she 
could handle and in 
response to the need for 
“culturally-connected” 
therapists, she developed 
a directory of African-
American therapists in 
Wichita. It was an unselfish 
step that helped patients, 
but also helped other Black 
therapists in the Wichita 
metro area grow.

Certainly, her busi-
ness also grew because 
she proved helpful to her 
clients. It’s one of the major 
ways Benitez measures the 
success of her business. 
Beyond the growth in her 
client base and her growth 
in revenue is growth in her 
patients.

“One of the greatest 
things that I love to hear 
whenever I’m working 
with clients is, ‘L’Oreal, I 
have nothing to talk about 
today,’” she said. “And, usu-
ally, my response is, that’s 
great because that means 
that you’re doing well. It 
means that you’re thriving. 
It means that you’re accom-
plishing your goals.”
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By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

Therapist Shifts, Finds Success for her Business and Clients

Shift, Pivot, Thrive Award Winner

1st Qtr. 2022 

Congratulations for successfully finding ways to shift and pivot your business for short-term 
survival and in response to long-term trends intensified by the pandemic.  You made 

appropriate changes, and, as a result, your firm is thriving even as the pandemic lingers on.  

L’Oreal Benitez, Benitez Counseling, LLC

BenitezCounseling.com - Wichita, KS
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S
ome couples might need to have 
more chats about where they 
are and where they’re headed 

financially.
A new study released by Fidelity 

investments shows that couples disagree 
a lot on finances and that their major 
financial disconnects differ considerably 
depending on the generation they’re 
from.  

here are the top disconnects between 
couples by generations:  

Boomer couples:

"Boomers are most likely to disagree 
on what age they plan to retire, which 
is interesting, given they are closest to 
doing so," Stacey Watson, head of Life 
events Planning at Fidelity, told  FoX 
Business.

She said people in this age group, 
born in the mid-1940s to the mid-'60s, 
"need to crunch the numbers to make 
sure they have enough savings to last 
through retirement and that they have a 
shared vision for what retirement might 
look like — and this is a topic for older 
Gen X-ers, too."
Gen X couples:

The Gen X couples, born from around 

1965-1980, were found to be most likely 
to disagree on what their household's next 
big savings goal will be.

Watson said that "makes sense, given 
where they are in life."
millennial couples:

This age group, born in the early 
1980s to mid-'90s, is most likely to 
disagree as to whether they are savers 
or spenders. 

"younger couples should make sure 
they have a plan to save for the future, 
since they have the power of time on 
their side," Watson said. "And also, they 
should be discussing what future ex-
penses they need to plan for. Is a house 
on the horizon? Will you start planning 
a family and saving for college? These 
sorts of discussions should not be left 
to impulse."
now what?

Fidelity says couples across all age 
groups can benefit from setting up a 
financial "date night" for the purpose of 
getting on the same page, and suggested 
that Valentine's Day – after the candlelit 
dinner and grand gestures are over – is 
a good time to get something on the 
calendar.

Even on Valentine’s Day, Couples 
Have Financial Disconnects 
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A Black History Supplement to The Community Voice

Special edition: Black HiStory FeBruary 2022

eFlectorr

kanSaS city police 

History of Black Officers at 
Kansas City Police Department

Four Men Who 
Integrated Football

A Look into Kansas 
City’s Black Mafia

Wichita’s Black Female 
Trailblazer You Never Heard of 
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THE KANSAS AFRICAN 

AMERICAN MUSEUM

THE BLACK ARCHIVES 

OF MID-AMERICA

KANSAS CITY POLICE 

DEPARTMENT 

HISTORICAL 

CONSULTANTS 

Chester Owens 
Deborah Dandridge

Jackie Lugrand
Marvin Stone 

Dr. Carmaletta Williams

N
ew U.S. Black Heritage Stamp Honors 
Black, Native American Woman

 A new U.S. stamp will honor an Upstate 
New York woman who was the first Black and 
Native American sculptor to earn international 
recognition. Her work, mostly in marble, is 
known for incorporating themes relating to Black 
people and indigenous peoples of the Americas 
into Neoclassical-style sculpture.

 According to the Times Union, her mother was 
an Ojibwa/Chippewa woman from Albany known 
for embroidering moccasins and her father was a 
freed slave who worked as a gentleman’s servant 
in Rensselaer County; when her mother died, 
Lewis was known as Wildfire while living with her 
maternal relatives.

She attended Oberlin College in 1859, when 
only 30 students of color were enrolled there. 
For a woman of color to be there was ground 
breaking.

In 1863, Lewis moved to Boston and began 
working professionally as an artist for the first 
time. Her early works were portraits of White abo-
litionists like William Lloyd Garrison and Charles 
Sumner. After studying with Edward Augustus 
Brackett and beginning to sell her pieces, Lewis 
opened her own studio in the city and had her 

first solo exhibition in 
1864.

Lewis was in the 
crowd that watched 
the all-Black 54th 
Massachusetts Regi-
ment march through 
Boston in May of 
1863. Inspired by the 
event, Lewis sculpted a 
portrait bust of Colonel 
Robert Gould Shaw, 
who led the regiment, 
and debuted it at a fair 
of works by artists of 
color held in Boston. 
Through sales of these 
busts and photographs 
of it, Lewis was able 
to fund a trip abroad, 
where she established 
an international repu-
tation as a talent sculp-
tor.  She spent most of her career in Rome, Italy 
in the European art scene, where attitudes about 
race were less hostile than the United States.

the Black Heritage series, which dates back to 

1978. Though the formal series was launched 
at that time, the first stamp to honor an African 
American person was the Booker T. Washington 
stamp in 1940.

Sculptor Edmonia Lewis Face 
On 45th Black Heritage Stamp

Thank 

You 

I
t’s our annual pleasure to bring 
you The Reflector, our annual 
Black History Supplement.  

This effort is made possible by 
our advertising supporters and 
our historical consultants who 
continue to help us find and 
research these unique stories.  

We hope you enjoy

Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief

The Edmonia Lewis stamp, the 45th in the Black Heritage Series that began in 
1978, is on sell now at your local Post Office.  Pictured, the sculptures 1868 Min-
nehaha in marble.  This piece is in the collection of the Newark Museum.
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I
n the 1920s, a flourishing and exciting night-
life scene grew out of the Black community 
at 18th and Vine St. where Kansas City jazz 

emerged. But the city also had a dark side full of 
rampant crime, ruthless mobsters, speakeasies 
and bootleg liquor under the reign of unelected 
political boss Thomas Pendergast, who ruled the 
city’s government and criminal underworld from 
1925 to 1939.

Pendergast gave the city free rein to push illegal 
booze to make criminals rich, and he ensured 
there were no alcohol-related arrests in Kansas 
City during the entirety of Prohibition. That helped 
the Italian and Black Mafia and organized crime 
establish a strong foothold in the city.

"Prohibition was a gift to Kansas City criminals 
as much as it was to Chicago or any other big city 
you want to choose," Terence O’Malley, author 
of “Black Hand Strawman: The History of Orga-
nized Crime in Kansas City” and director of the 
documentary of the same name, told Thrillist.

While some academic research say Black 
criminals played a minor role in bootlegging 
activities, working alongside more powerful Ital-
ian Mafia groups, history has shown that there 
were complex Black organizations that existed 
independently and made an impact in their own 
right.

KC’S BLACK MAFIA

In a place where Prohibition didn’t exist, 
Kansas City also became a place with much drug 
trafficking.

The Black Mafia, also known as the Purple 
Capsule Gang, emerged in the 1950s and 
controlled much of the East Side of Kansas City 

by the end of the 1960s. They were the most 
infamous Black gangsters in Kansas City 
history.

They were called the Purple Capsule Gang 
for the purple capsules in which they pedaled 
heroin. The group was blamed for bank 
robberies, murders, heroin and cocaine 
pushing, prostitution, gambling and loan 
sharking.

According to Gangland Wire, the Black 
Mafia emerged and gained a strong foothold 
in the drug community after the Italian Mafia 
ordered their members to stop heroin traf-
ficking. At the height of their operations, FBI 
records estimate that the Black Mafia was 
taking in more than $100,000 each day.

The group is also linked to two-dozen 
mob-style hits.

“They had the ghetto area of Kansas City 
under their complete control through fear, 
intimidation, violence and corrupt public 
officials,” a U.S. Department of Justice report 
on the Black Mafia read.

Its strategy was recruiting Black youth and 

drug users to commit bank robberies and form-
ing alliances with Kansas City’s Italian Mafia 
groups.

The Black Mafia in Kansas City was led by 
James Phillip “Doc” Dearborn, James Eugene 
Richardson, and Eddie David Cox, the only 
White man in a leadership position in the 
Black Mafia.

According to Gangster Report, Cox was the 
only Caucasian to have led a Black crime family. 
He was known as Dearborn’s adviser, and Rich-
ardson was the group’s muscle.  

Cox and Dearborn met when they served 
time together in prison at Lansing, KS, and Cox 
proposed Dearborn take over crime on Kansas 
City’s east side. 

“Eddie Cox was one of the smartest and most 
dangerous organized crime figures of his era in 
Kansas City,” retired Kansas City police detective 
and blogger Gary Jenkins said. “He was one of 
Doc Dearborn’s most trusted advisers and they 
controlled a lot of this area’s heroin market for 
a  long time.”

Cox, who is still alive and in his early 80s, was 

recently released from prison on an order of 
compassionate release for his age. He had served 
32 years of a life sentence for drugs and other 
offenses.

Dearborn was killed in 1985, gunned down in 
the parking lot of a motel near the airport during 
a drug deal.

Richardson died of natural causes in 2008 at 
age 81.

The Black Mafia organization was broken up 
around 1970 when federal agents and police 
conducted post-midnight raids and arrested its 
members.

KC’S BLACK MAFIA CONNECTION IN ‘FARGO’ 

SEASON 4

The newest season of the FX anthology show 
“Fargo” is inspired by Kansas City’s Black Mafia 
group. The show premiered in 2020 and takes 
place in Kansas City in the 1950s.

Actor Chris Rock plays the leader of the group, 
Loy Cannon, who is partially based on Dearborn. 
The show follows Cannon as he leads the Black 

A Look into Kansas City’s Black Mafia & Early Crime
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice 

The Reflector 2022 |       R3

See MAFIA page R4

TOP: (L) The 1970 murder of Black community political leader Leon Jordan has always been consid-
ered gang related. (R) 18th & Vine was a center for vice in the Black community in the 1930s. BOTTOM: 
(L) In “Fargo,” Actor Chris Rock portrays KC Black Mafia leader Loy Cannon, who was loosely based 
on a real member of the KC Black Mafia named James Dearborn. (R) Black Mafia members circa 1930s.

T
homas Pendergast 
was the leader of the 
political organization 

known as the “Pendergast 
machine,” which controlled 
local government and the 
Democratic Party in Kansas 
City during the Progressive 
era and Great Depression.

he served as a member 
of the City Council for 5 
years.  After resigning in 
1915, he became the most 
powerful figure in democratic 
politics in the city. From then on, he never held a 
formal office, serving an unelected role as chairman 
of the Jackson County (mo.) Democratic Party. 

Pendergast also had much 
influence over elections, in some 
cases through committing voter 
fraud, all to keep political friends 
and allies in power. he also 
bribed the police force to allow 
alcohol and gambling despite 
Prohibition. 

Political foes say he was a 
ruthless leader of a corrupt politi-
cal machine that made Kansas 
City a hotbed of vice and crime.

his downfall began in 1939 
when he was convicted for tax 

evasion and served 15 months in jail.  Shortly 
after, he was diagnosed with colon cancer and 
died in 1945.

Who Was Tom Pendergast?
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Black History IS
American History.  Through 
inspiration and guidance from the past people will find tools 
and paths that will help them live their lives today and in the 
future. 

Benjamin Banneker

Crispus Attucks

Rebecca Lee Crumpler 

Claudette Colvin

Daniel Hale Williams 

• Wentworth Cheswell, In the middle of December 1774, messengers on horseback carried 
news that two British warships were headed to New Castle to reinforce Fort William and Mary.  
One messenger was Paul Revere. And one was Wentworth Cheswell.
• In every war fought by or within the United States, African Americans participated, including the 
Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican–American War, Civil War, the Spanish–American War, 
World War I, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, Gulf War, War in Afghanistan, and Iraq 
War. 
• In 1770, among those killed by the British, the first victim was a middle-aged sailor and rope-
maker of mixed African American and American Indian descent named Crispus Attucks.
• Scientist Benjamin Banneker is credited with helping to design the blueprints for Washington, 
D.C.
• 1864 Rebecca Lee Crumpler was the first Black woman to become a doctor of medicine in 
the United States.
• Daniel Hale Williams founded the first Black-owned hospital in America, and performed the 
world’s first successful heart surgery, in 1893
• Martin Luther King Jr. was not the first African American to win the Nobel Peace Prize. “That 
honor goes to Ralph Bunche. He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1950 for his efforts with 
resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict
• On March 2, 1955, nine months before Rosa Parks, there was  fifteen-year-old  Claudette 
Colvin. Colvin was riding home on a city bus after a long day at school. A white passenger 
boarded, and the bus driver ordered Claudette to give up her seat. Claudette refused.

PO Box 8695 • Wichita, KS 67208
1-866-591-1196

Ralph Bunche

Wentworth Cheswell.
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Mafia and goes to war with the Italian mob for 
power in the city’s criminal activities.

While the show depicts the two groups at war, 
the groups actually worked closely in reality.

THE DEATH OF LEON JORDAN

Leon Jordan began his career as a police offi-
cer at the Kansas City Police Department in 1938. 
He was the first African American to achieve 
lieutenant rank at KCPD.

After working at the department for more than 
10 years and moving to Liberia to help organize 
a police force, Jordan returned to Kansas City to 
start a successful career in politics.

He was elected to the Missouri Legislature 
in 1964 and became one of the most powerful 
politicians in Kansas City. Jordan also created the 
powerful Black political organization Freedom 
Inc. with Bruce R. Watkins in 1961.

During Jordan’s time with KCPD and as a 
politician, local crime organizations saw him as a 
threat, because he was a strong opponent of the 
drug trade and had taken steps to have the mob 
investigated.

In 1970, Jordan was gunned down outside his 
bar, the Green Duck Tavern at 2548 Prospect. 

Since then, there has been many theories 
surrounding who was responsible for Jordan’s 
murder and what the motive could have been.

KCPD detectives interviewed Walton I. 
Froniabarger who had been a part of the Black 
Mafia and was looking to get some time off of his 
drug sentence if he gave information about the 
murder. He said the reason Jordan was killed 
was political and “contracted by the North End 
and carried out by Blacks.” The Italian Mafia 
controlled the North End of Kansas City, which 
was also known as “Little Italy.”

One of the organizers, he said, was an Italian-
American liquor store owner known as “Crazy Joe.”

With Froniabarger’s help, county prosecutors 
assembled a case against three Black men who 
were eventually indicted in Jordan’s murder. 
Froniabarger was a key witness.

Authorities charged Dearborn with Jordan’s 
murder. Two other men, James A. Willis and 
Maynard Cooper, were indicted later.

Prosecutors could not make the charges stick. 
Willis was acquitted and charges against Dear-
born and Cooper were dropped.

In 2010, a KCPD investigation found that Dear-
born was, in fact, the mastermind and gunman 
who killed Jordan, but why remains a mystery.

Investigators suspect that Joe Centimano, also 
known as “Shotgun Joe” or “Crazy Joe,” who ran 

Joe’s Liquors in the Jazz District and served as 
the go-between gangsters for the Black and Ital-
ian Mafia, had provided the murder weapon.

Italian mob boss Nicholas Civella allegedly 
ordered Jordan be killed, and assigned Shotgun 
Joe and Dearborn to do it.

Cox, who later discussed the murder with the 
Kansas City Star, said Jordan angered the mob by 
refusing to back legislation to loosen regulations 
on taverns and adult entertainment. That refusal, 
Cox said, was considered “complete disrespect” 
to some powerful people.

“Jordan did a number of things that dis-
pleased the North End,” Cox told The Star.

No one has ever been convicted of the murder.

MEET ONE OF KC’S EARLIEST MOBSTERS: 

‘SELDOM SEEN’

Born in 1883 in Oklahoma, Ivory “Seldom 
Seen” Johnson spent most of his life in Kansas 
City as a notorious gambler and comedian who 
owned a brothel and gambling house. He earned 
his nickname when he started running from 
police at just 14 years old.

Johnson had been arrested more than 50 
times on charges ranging from gambling, fraud, 
assault and murder and was known for carrying 
money and drugs in a cigar box.

He was one of the leading gambling operators 

during the 1930s.
A tall, lanky man who was known to always be 

armed; he was usually recognized on the streets.
Legend has it that he tossed more than one 

hundred of his victims in the Missouri River, but 
that number is probably closer to four or five.

Johnson served four terms in prison, with his 
last prison term for the 1951 slaying of a witness 
in a jury-tampering case. He was sentenced to 
life in prison and paroled in 1966 at 83 years old.

The notorious Kansas City mobster died in 
Oklahoma in 1985 at age 102.

Source list: 
Black Archives of Mid-America

Gangland Wire Blog - ganglandwire.com/
“Racism in Kansas City: A Short History” by 

G.S. Griffin
“The Mafia and the Machine: The Story of the 

Kansas City Mob” by Frank R. Hayde
“Open City: True Story of the KC Crime Family” 

by William Ouseley
“Storied & Scandalous Kansas City: A History of 
Corruption, Mischief and a Whole Lot of Booze” 

By Karla Deel 
 

Jazzlyn Johnson is a Report for America 
corps member based at The Community Voice 

covering Kansas City’s African-American 
community.

MAFIA

from page R3
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T
he Kansas City Police Department came 
into existence in 1874 and employed its 
first two Black officers the same year. 

The first Black KCPD police officers were 
William Davis and Lewis Tompkins. Davis 
served on the force for 15 years before retiring in 
1889. He died in 1891 at 48 years old from liver 
complications. 

Tompkins did not stay with the department 
as long as Davis did. He left just a year after 
the department formed to become a janitor at 
Lincoln High School, and became active in Black 
democratic politics. He was a retired captain with 
the military and was known for training students 
in military-style drills to instill discipline.  

As KCPD grew, so did the number of African 
Americans in the department who served in a 
variety of roles including patrolmen, chauffeurs 
and clerks.

In the early 1900s, Black officers comprised 
a small, but influential part of KCPD. In 1920, 
there were 11 Black policemen and six Black 
detectives in the state of Missouri. Of those, eight 
policemen and one detective were part of KCPD. 
In 1951, KCPD employed around 40 African 
Americans in various positions.

ALL BLACK STATION

In 1907, KCPD divided the city into patrol 
districts. District 6 covered much of the east side 
and its station was on Flora Avenue, just south 
of 18th and Vine, which included predominantly 
Black neighborhoods and employed all of KCPD’s 
Black officers.

At this time, Black officers could stop crimi-
nals of any race, but had to refer the arrest of 
White individuals to White officers.

The Flora station was abandoned in 1953.

NOTABLE BLACK OFFICERS AT KCPD

Lafayette Tillman
Tillman joined force in 1902 and served until 

his death in 1914. Only one other Black officer 
served on the force during this time. He was 
known as one of the bravest men that ever served 
on the KC police force. 

Cornelius “Tug” Carter
In 1930, Carter became KCPD’s first Black 

sergeant.

Genevieve Allen
In 1945, Allen became KCPD’s first unof-

ficial Black policewoman. She started her 
career with KCPD as a clerk.  During WWII, 
many police personnel left the department to 
serve in the military and KCPD needed officers.  
To combat the need, KCPD appointed Allen as 
an Acting Policewoman because she was older 

than the state regulations allowed and could not 
become a fully commissioned officer.

Rosie L. Mason
In 1954, Mason became the first Black female 

officer when she began working for the depart-

ment as a civilian. She wore a badge and carried 
a gun, but was not a commissioned officer until 
the police academy began admitting women 
more than a decade later. She graduated from 
the academy in 1967. From 1944 to 1983, she 

held a variety of positions in the department 
as a janitor, elevator operator and then clerk. 
Mason was promoted to detective in 1971.

Leon Jordan
Jordan joined KCPD in 1938 and was 

employed with the department for more than 
10 years. He became the first Black lieutenant 
before leaving the police force to get involved in 
politics. The lieutenant rank was done away with 
in the 1960s. 

Jordan served in the Missouri Legislature 
in 1964 and helped create the Black political 
group Freedom Inc. Jordan was one of the most 
powerful politicians in Kansas City before he was 
murdered in front of his tavern in 1970.

Lieutenant Colonel (Deputy Chief) 
Clifford Warren

Warren joined KCPD in 1939 as a patrolman. 
After several promotions, he and his partner, 
Leon Jordan, became detectives in 1942. Warren 
was given command of a special investigation 
unit for African Americans in 1954. In the 
1950s, he rose to the positions of detective ser-
geant, captain and major. In 1956, he was pro-
moted to lieutenant and named administrative 
aide to the police chief, the highest administra-
tive rank held by a Black officer up to that time. 
Warren became KCPD’s first Black lieutenant 
colonel around 1964 and later the first Black 
chief of detectives. He retired in 1969.

Lloyd DeGraffenreid
DeGraffenreid joined the police force in 

1948 and is credited for changing the rule that 
prohibited Black officers from arresting White 
people. He was the first Black detective sergeant 
and led the investigation into Leon Jordan’s 
death.

Alvin Brooks
Brooks entered the KCPD cadet class in 1954, 

where he was the only Black cadet out of 29 in 
his class.

John Layton
In 1960, Layton became KCPD’s first Black 

motorcycle officer. After serving in the U.S. 
Navy, he enrolled in the police academy, then 
served in the traffic section for five years. In 
1967, he was assigned to Vice as a detective. 
Layton worked his way up to captain and held 
assignments with internal affairs, burglary and 
larceny, and the K-9 unit during his decades of 
service

Major Marylyn Brauninger-
Stovall

In 1967, Brauninger-Stovall graduated from 
the police academy and was among six female 
officers appointed to KCPD in that year. She rose 

History of Black Officers in the Kansas City Police Department
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice 

See POLICE page  R6

TOP: From its formation in 1874, the Kansas City Police Department always had Black officers. As 
KC grew, so did the number of Black officers, as indicated in this circa 1938 photo of Black police 
officers on the steps of city hall. 2. Lafayette Tillman. 3. Genevieve Tillman. 4.  Rosie Mason. 5. Leon 
Jordan. 6. Clifford Warren. 7. Lloyd DeGraffenreid. 
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through the ranks to become the first fe-
male sergeant, captain, major and unit 
commander of any race. As commander 
of the sex crimes unit, she was highly 
praised for her work and named one of 
the 100 most influential Black people 
in Kansas City in 1985, the same year 
she graduated from the FBI 
national academy. She retired 
from the police force in 1993.

The Rev. David O. 
Shipley

Shipley became KCPD’s 
first Black Chaplain in 1970. 
He was also the pastor of 
Second Baptist Church. Chap-
lains are volunteer positions 
and appointed by the chief 
of police.

Girard T. Bryant 
Bryant was appointed to the 

Kansas City Board of Police 
Commissioners in 1965, and 
is likely the first Black male 
to be on the board, accord-
ing to the Kansas City Police 
Historical Society. Bryant 
was a longtime teacher and 
administrator at Lincoln High 
School and in the Kansas City 
School District. He was also 
the first Black president of 
Penn Valley Community College. 

Gwendolyn M. Wells
Wells is the first Black woman ap-

pointed to the Kansas City Board of Po-
lice Commissioners. In 1977, Missouri 
Gov. Joseph Teasdale appointed her to 
the board and she served until 1983.

Julia A. Bush
In 1996, Bush became the first 

Black female deputy chief. She gradu-
ated from the police academy in 1976 
and became an officer the same year. 
Bush was promoted to sergeant in 
1983 and captain in 1991, and major 
in 1994. In 1993, she became the 
first Black female captain to head the 
homicide unit.

Darryl Forte
In 2011, Forte was appointed 

the first Black chief of police and 
retired in 2017. He joined KCPD 
in 1985 and later graduated 
from the FBI National Academy 
in 1999. Forte has served in law 
enforcement for more than 30 
years and has received multiple 
awards for his service. He is cur-
rently Jackson County Sheriff. 

Sources: 
Black Archives of Mid America

Kansas City Police Historical 
Society

East Patrol Black Officers 
Exhibit

POLICE

from page R5

1. In 1954 Alvin Brooks was the only 
African American in an otherwise all-
White class. 2. 1940 group of detectives 
included: front row: Acting Sgt. emmett 
Walls, forest Stirman. Back row: 
Frank McDaniel, Clifford Warren, Melvin 
cooper. 3. Darryl forte 4. John layton. 
5. Police department insignias.

Jazzlyn Johnson is a Report for America 
corps member based at The Community 

Voice covering Kansas City’s African-
American community.

chief of Police

Deputy chief

Major

captain

Sergeant

Police Officer

Probationary Officer

title Insignia



You can be the Difference!
Hiring Qualified Candidates From The Community

Now 
Hiring

The Wichita, Kansas Police Department is 900 employees strong and is 

continuing to diversify, to reflect the citizens that we serve and protect.
We are the largest law enforcement agency in the state of Kansas and 

because of that we are able to offer great incentives.

APPLICANT MUST BE:
21 years old
Valid Driver’s License
GED or High School Diploma
Military Honorable Discharge
30 min drive time of the city limits

WE OFFER:
Paid Vacation
Excellent Health Benefits
$700 Clothing Allowance
Work Schedule 4 – 10 hour shifts
PLUS, many other great benefits.
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G
ertrude Guillory Bradley Johnson arrived 
in Wichita around 1935. She was a wid-
owed mother of two young children with 

only the money she’d been able to save from 
washing clothes for $10.50 a week. 

By the early 1950s, she was one of the largest 
landlords in the city, owning real estate, insur-
ance and bail bond businesses, along with a 
hotel and cab company, and she was a power in 
the Kansas Democratic Party. 

Gertrude Guillory was born Nov. 13, 1902, 
in Marksville, LA, to Henry and Ida Guillory. 

Her mother was a mulatto, one of 11 children 
mothered with a White plantation owner. (That’s 
another great story you can read about on 
page 19.)

By 1920, the Census lists her as living with 
her parents and siblings in Okmulgee, OK, and 
by 1925, the Census has her married to Luther 
Bradley, and with three young children. 

When she arrived in Wichita with two children 
in tow, she brought with her a desire to succeed. 

That’s what she did, and not by working for 
others.

ALWAYS HER OWN BOSS 

“I never had a job that I didn’t make for 
myself,” she told a reporter in 1980. 

Her daughter, Maurice Ward, said her mother 
was very proud that the entire time she lived in 
Wichita, she never had a boss.

Her first job in Wichita was for The Negro Star, 

the local Black newspaper.
“I solicited news and subscriptions. I would 

stop and ask people what the news was, if they 
had company from out of town, what was going 
on at church. Then I would get their names in 
the paper, and they would buy five or six copies 
to show to friends or to send to relatives,” she 
told the Kansas Weekly Journal

It was how Gertrude Johnson began to make a 
name for herself in Wichita. 

She met all kinds of people, but especially 
the right kind of people: judges, policemen and 
others.  

SHREWD OR ECLECTIC?

Johnson may have been equal parts shrewd, 

eclectic and smart, but whatever she was, it 
worked. 

Johnson claimed she was psychic. With a 
country deep in the Depression, maybe people 
were looking for the kind of hope they might 
gain from a reading. When doubted, Johnson 
told reporters she proved she was psychic more 
than once. 

Whether she was psychic or not, Johnson 
seemed to have some insight that led her to 
make smart business decisions. Early on, she 
took some of the money from her months as a 
professional reader to buy her first real estate 
and set up a bail bond business. 

She frequently invested her money in real 
estate at a time when residential housing was 
limited and the city’s population was growing 
exponentially as the aircraft industry dominated 
Wichita. Finding a place was particularly hard 

for Black people, whose housing choices were 
limited by segregation. 

ONE OF JOHNSON’S PROPERTIES

In his book “Black Horizons,” late state Sen. 
Rip Gooch tells the story of arriving in Wichita 
in the early 1950s and needing a place to stay. 
When he inquired along Water Street, the main 
drag for the Black community, he was told he 
needed to find Gertrude Johnson. She was his 
best chance, he kept hearing, for finding a place 
to stay. 

Gooch did find Johnson, and from that meet-
ing, they developed a friendship that lasted until 
her death. A few months later, when Gooch was 
settled, he went back to Tennessee and brought 
his wife Augusta and young daughter to Wichita 
to live. For the first year or so the couple was 
in Wichita, they operated the Water Street Cafe, 
which was in the Water Street Hotel. Both were 
owned by Johnson. 

Johnson also owned a cab company, and as a 
licensed real estate agent, helped others buy and 
sell homes. 

Johnson owned at least one piece of property 
that was located where the Sedgwick County 
Courthouse now stands. Reportedly, she received 
a “nice bit of change” for the property, but the 
nature of the sale brought her some trouble. A 
man tried to kidnap her with the goal of getting 
some of the money from the sale of the property 
as ransom. His plot was foiled and the would-be 
kidnapper was eventually arrested and sent to 
prison.   

Johnson’s influence went beyond the city’s 
Black community.  Her involvement in politics 
helped her gain access and respect across racial 
lines.  She was founder and president of the Air 
Capital Democratic Club, later reorganized into 
the John F. Kennedy Democratic Club.  She did 

stints 
as both treasurer and vice presi- dent 
of the Sedgwick County Democratic Central Com-

mittee, was a delegate to the 1960 Democratic 
National Convention, and knew everybody who 
was anybody in the Democratic Party in Kansas.  

She supported candidates for office with her 
time and her money. She’d get out and work for 
candidates, and not all of them were running in 
high-profile races. She also donated money so 
people who couldn’t afford it were able to attend 
the National Convention. 

Her help went beyond real estate and politics - 
she helped many people in many ways.

In his book, Gooch tells the story of how John-
son was able to get a job for one of his friends as 
a police officer in the early 1950s. He was given 
the job strictly on Johnson’s recommendation, 
Gooch said. 

BREAKING DOWN COLOR BARRIERS

As well as she was liked, Johnson was still 

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

| 
  
   

 F
E

B
. 
1
7
, 
2
0
2
2

See JOHNSON page 19

 R8 | The Reflector 2022|

Wichita’s Black Female Trailblazer 

You’ve Never Heard About
This is the story of a self-made Black woman, who rose to be one of the 

most powerful individuals – male or female, of any background – 

in Wichita, Kansas. And, you’ve probably never heard of her. 

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

Gertrude Johnson

A widowed young mother of two, Gertrude Johnson arrived in Wichita in the early 1930s with little if 
any money and a high school education.  Within 20 years, she had become one of the most powerful 
women in Wichita.  She owned rental properties, a cab company, a hotel & restaurant, and bail bond 

company.  She was heavily involved in Democratic Politics and she singled handily integrated the 
Broadview Hotel’s public spaces.  
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I
n post-Civil War Louisiana, Lucinda 
Sampson was a freed slave trying to 
make a living sharecropping when she 

caught the eye of Oliver Normand, the owner 
of a nearby 120-acre plantation.  

It was 1867 and Normand, a reported 
member of the Ku Klux Klan, asked Samp-
son to be a domestic servant in his home. 
She agreed, especially since she didn’t care 
much for working in the fields. 

Their relationship began almost immedi-
ately, with her first child born in 1869. Over 
the next 14 years, she would birth a total of 
11 children, all by Normand.  As time went 
on, the couple remained together, but Nor-
mand began making risky business moves. 

In 1891, he sold the 120-acre plantation 
to Sampson for $3,208 - $1,000 in cash with 
the balance being paid through 22 years as a “house steward and laborer” 
at $8 per month. At that point, nothing really changed except that the house 
was out of Normand’s name and protected from his creditors. 

When their relationship began to fall apart around 1897, Normand left 
Sampson and the children at the house to move in with a friend and his fam-

Gertrude’s Grandparents: 
The Klansman and His Black Mistress ... Who Sued Him

JOHNSON
from page 19

Black and was expected to con-
form with the city’s race rules.  For 
example “coloreds” weren’t allowed 
to stay or eat at the Broadview Hotel 
in downtown Wichita. Blacks were 
also not allowed to ride in the Broad-
view’s elevator. 

 Johnson, rather innocently, 
broke down the color barrier at the 
Broadview. In the lobby, she ran into 
her friends the Prosecuting Attorney 
and the Chief of Police. They were all 
there to take a real estate exam. 

As they walked to the elevator to 
go up to the floor where the test was 
given, Johnson walked with them. 
When the doors opened, they got 
on and she got on too. After that, 
Johnson told reporters, whenever 
there was a public meeting at the 
Broadview, such as a community 
dinner, she would “load up her car 
with Black friends and drive them 
personally to the Broadview, and take 
them right through the front door.”

Johnson died in 1986 at age 83. 

ily. His creditors and family sued, challenging her ownership of the property, and 
saying Sampson and Normand colluded together to shield the property. They said 
Sampson was a “concubine” of Normand, rather than an employee.  

When it appeared Normand wasn’t planning to stand up for her and, instead, 
was willing to let the plantation be taken, Sampson hired an attorney, sued and 
won in 1899. Normand died a year later.  
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F
ritz Pollard is recognized as the first African-
American player and coach in the NFL, but 
thanks to the book “The Forgotten Four” by 

former NFL player Keyshaun Johnson, attention is 
being brought to four Black athletes who reinte-
grated the NFL during the 1946 season.  The four 
men broke football’s color barrier seven months 
before Jackie Robinson was promoted from the 
Class AA Montreal Royals to join the Brooklyn 
Dodgers in 1947.  

In 1920, Fritz Pollard was the first Black player 
in the fledgling NFL.  The league had just formed 
and Pollard, who had been the first Black football 
player at Brown University, was the very young 
coach at Lincoln University (1918-1920), a Histori-
cally Black College in Oxford, PA.  The university’s 
football team was struggling financially and Pollard 
began playing for the Akron Pros to help supple-
ment his coaching income.  

By 1926, there were nine Black players in the 
NFL, but that year they were all removed from 
the league.  The ban of Black players was further 
strengthened by a 1933 “gentleman's agreement” 
reached by the owners to not have Black players 
in the league.  It wasn’t until 1946, 12 years into 
what is considered the modern era of the NFL, 
when Black players were once again allowed to 
play in the NFL.  

The entry of the first two Black players into the 
league wasn’t as much a case of a welcome change 
as it was a forced change.  

WASHINGTON AND STRODE

The Cleveland Rams were moving to Los Angeles 
and would play in the Coliseum, a public stadium 
owned by the city of Los Angeles.  Halley Harding, 
a Wichita, KS, native and former Negro League 
baseball player was working as a sportswriter and 
editor for the Los Angeles Tribune and the Los 

Angelese Sentinel, used his column 
to advocate for the integration of 
the Rams.  His position was if  the 
Rams were using a publicly funded 
stadium, contributed to financially by 
people of all colors, the team should 
be required to include players of all 
colors.  

In response, the Rams added 
Kenny Washington and Woody Strode 
to their lineup. The two were best 
friends and had been teammates on 
the UCLA football team.  Washington 
was the first UCLA player selected 
as a consensus All-American and 
helped lead the Bruins to their first 
undefeated season.  

After graduating from UCLA, 
Washington played for the Hollywood 
Bears of the Pacific Coast Professional 
Football League from 1940 – 1945.  

He’d suffered a knee injury and had several 
knee surgeries when he joined the Rams. Despite 
his injuries, he remained with the Rams for three 
seasons.  He led the league in yards per carry in 
his second season and scored a 92-yard touch-
down, which set a Rams record for the longest 
run from scrimmage. 

Strode only played for the Rams for one year.  
Citing lack of playing time and racial abuse.  
Strode described integrating the NFL as the low 
point in his life. He says White players were often 
abusive to Black players, including stepping ton 
them with their cleats. He went on to have a suc-
cessful career in acting. 

WILLIS AND MOTLEY 

That same season, and just months after the 
Rams signed Washington and Strode, the newly-

formed Cleveland Browns signed Bill Willis and 
Marion Motley.  

Willis was an All-American defensive tackle 
from Ohio State University.  He was known for his 
quickness, and his play in the NFL helped create the 
position known today as linebacker.  He played eight 
seasons in the NFL and appeared in three NFL Pro 
Bowls.  

After college football, Motley joined the Navy, 
where he played on a team coached by Paul Brown, 
who would go on to become the co-founder and first 
coach of the Cleveland Browns.  Brown reportedly 
said he recruited both Willis and Motley, not as a civil 
rights gesture, but because he wanted to build the 
best team possible.  

It’s reported that the Browns signed Motley to 
provide a roommate for Willis, but he went on to to 
become a leading player for the team.   With a com-
bination of quickness and power, Motley averaged 

8.2. yards per 
carry in his first 
season.  In 1950, 
he led the NFL 
in rushing yards 
and was selected 
to the Pro Bowl.  
Together, the 
two helped the 
team win every 
championship 
in the AAFC’s 
four years of 
existence between 
1946 and 1949.  

Motley played for 
the Browns until 1953 until he was slowed by knee 
injuries. Both Motley and Willis have been inducted 
into the NFL Hall of Fame.  

Four Players Who Helped Integrate Pro Football 

Wichita Native’s Prominent Role in Integrating Professional Football 

Harding,



W
illiam Claire Halley Harding, born in 
Wichita, KS, in 1904 was an American 
Negro League shortstop from 1926 to 

1937.  He attended Knox College and Wil-
berforce University, where he was a standout 
football quarterback and punter.  He also played 
professional basketball for the Harlem Rens, be-
fore making his Negro League baseball debut.  

However, it wasn’t his baseball career where 
Harding made the biggest impact.  He played a 
major role in integrating major league sport.  

Following his baseball career, Harding 
worked as a sportswriter and editor for the Los 
Angeles Tribune and the Los Angeles Sentinel, 
and African-American newspaper, where he 
used his talented linguistic talents to express 
his growing frustration with the lack of Black 

athletes in all professional sports.  In post 
WWII America, where Black 
soldiers had fought equally for 
American freedoms, he was 
frustrated that those soldiers 
returning home could not par-
ticipate equally in America – on 
and off the athletic field/court.  

“With our boys on EVERY 
front helping as much or more 
than any group of people, in 
baseball it’s still ANYBODY 
BUT a NEGRO,” fumed Hard-
ing.

As a former baseball 
player, a lot of his frustration 
expressed in his sports column 

called “So What?” was targeted at professional 
baseball, but the opportunity to 
change football came sooner 
than expected when the NFL’s 
Cleveland Rams announced 
they were moving to L.A.

When the public commission 
that governed the Coliseum met 
Jan. 15, 1946, Rams general 
manager Chile Walsh urged it 
to allow the team to play there. 
Harding asked if the Rams 
planned to use Black players. 
Walsh insisted no rule, written 
or otherwise, barred Blacks from 
the league.

“He turned pale and started 

to stutter,” Herman Hill wrote in a letter to Ebony 
decades later.

At a meeting two weeks later, Coliseum 
Commission president Leonard J. Roach said, 
“legally we have no power” to make the Rams 
integrate — the lease had no language about 
discrimination. The Rams signed Washington on 
March 22, 1946, but issued a news release in-
sisting “no precedent is being set” by the move. 
Two months later, the Rams added another 
Black player, Woody Strode, who had been 
Washington’s teammate at UCLA. 

Harding didn’t relent, with three other Black 
newspapermen that summer in suing to keep 
another professional football team, the Dons, 
from playing at the Coliseum because they 
didn’t have Black players.

Fritz Pollard the first African 
American professional foot-
ball player and coach.  
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All throughout the year, we celebrate Black Joy.

The power of Black Joy truly knows no bounds... 

it’s A Joy Supreme. 

Celebrate A Joy Supreme with us at aarp.org/near you

Its beauty. Its brilliance. Its variety. Its tenacity. Its resilience. 

Its ability to thrive despite everything.



L
ast week, Kansas City Council 
approved a development plan 
that would transform blighted 

buildings on 18th and Vine into a 
residential and retail space.

The $23 million proposal submit-
ted by McCormack Baron Salazar and 
Taliaferro and Browne will take place 
on the west side of Vine Street between 
18th and 19th Streets. The developers 
are required to preserve the historic 
facades along the street as part of the 
project, including the Eblon Theater 
and Roberts Building.

The city sold the property to the 
developers for $1.

The redevelopment site will include 
a 33,000 square-foot of first-floor 
retail behind the old building facade, 
and below two levels of residential 
space with 54 apartments. There will 
also be 28 new parking spaces.

Developers say they are trying to 
stay true to the cultural and historical 
heritage of the Jazz District commu-
nity through the project.

As part of the agreement, the devel-
oper must begin construction within 
three years and provide updates on 
progress every six months.

In 2020, the city issued a request 
for proposals for residential and 
commercial construction on 18th and 
Vine. The 18th and Vine LLC proposed 
the project and just a few months 
later, the 18th and Vine Development 
Policy Committee recommended their 
project. The next month, city council 
accepted the recommendation and 
the city manager began negotiating an 
agreement. 

There is an $8 million gap in the 
project’s funding and it’s not clear 
how that gap will be filled, however, 
the city manager said the city will as-
sist where needed with financing. 

CONCERNS FROM 

COUNCILMEMBERS

City council passed the plan 11-1, 
with 3rd District Councilman Brandon 
Ellington providing the only vote 

against the plan.
Before the vote, Ellington said he 

had concerns with the lack of Black 
representation on the development 
team, which is nearly all White.

He also cited that the development 
team, McCormack Baron Salazar, have 
been sued in the past for health and 
safety violations in their properties. He 
noted the lawsuit filed in 2018 against 
St. Louis Housing Authority and 
property manager McCormack Baron 
Salazar revealing infestations of mice, 
cockroaches and mold at the Clinton-
Peabody public housing building.

“I can’t vote yes because I have 
too many concerns,” Ellington said 
before voting against the plan.

Previously, both Ellington and 
3rd District Councilwoman Melissa 
Robinson opposed the plan and had 
co-sponsored an ordinance that 
would reject all current redevelop-
ment projects on 18th and Vine and 
create a new rebidding process that 
would ensure there are protections to 
prevent displacement of businesses 
and residents.

They both were worried possible 
higher and retail rental rates would 
push out residents and business own-
ers in what is currently a predomi-
nantly Black district.

“We will not be another Beale 
Street,” Robinson said in a statement. 
“It is critical that the city attract 
private investment that revitalizes the 
Historic 18th and Vine Jazz District 
while also ensuring that the people 
who own, live, work and patronize 
the district are not displaced through 
gentrification.”

The council tabled the council-
member’s rebidding ordinance. While 
Robinson was still critical of the plan, 
she voted in favor of it after develop-
ers reassured her they would not be 
able to push out properties outside the 
redevelopment site.

A provision was also added last 
week that directs the city to develop 
and fund a program to support small 
businesses in the district by provid-
ing funding to support start-up costs 

to help address barriers to entry for 
entrepreneurs.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Henry Service, owner of the Historic 
Lincoln Building, told the council that 
this development plan is long overdue 
for the Jazz District. Most of the prop-
erty in the Jazz District is owned by the 
city and blighted. 

“Dangerous buildings have been 
choking the life out of the Jazz District 
for decades, while other areas of the 

city are getting soccer stadiums and 
multi-million-dollar investments,” he 
said.

As a business owner in the district, 
Service said, he sees the disappoint-
ment in tourists’ faces when they see 
the dilapidated, blighted buildings in a 
city that is known for jazz.

“Right now, it’s an embarrassment. 
It’s not only just an embarrassment 

to the people who are struggling to 
do businesses down there, where it’s 
choking the life out of those busi-
nesses, but it’s an embarrassment 
to Kansas City to have a jazz district 
looking like that,” he said.

Service also questioned why the 
city is spending time developing other 
areas of the city including Power and 
Light and River Market, yet not the 
Jazz District.

“It looks like it’s on purpose,” Ser-
vice said. “It looks discriminatory.”

Other businesses on 18th and Vine 
support the development, including 
the National Historic Soul Jazz Blues 
Walker Foundation, The Kansas City 
Call, Smaxx & Velvet Freeze, and the 
Zodiacs Motorcycle Club.

Developers say it will take eight 
to nine months for construction to 
begin.
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KC City Council Approves $23M Plan to Transform 18th & Vine
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

PHOTOS (Top) The 18th and Vine LLC mixed-use development approved by the Kansas City Council will be in the heart of 
the Jazz Disrict, between 18th and 19th streets. (Abover Left and Right)  The developers have agreed to keep the facades of 
the historic buildings on the ground floor.  Some of the buildings are in relatively good condition, but it may be too late to 
save others.  
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C
ommunity activist organizations 
including the Urban League of 
Greater Kansas City and Metro 

Organization for Racial and Economic 
Equality (MORE2) are encouraging 
community members to have their 
voices heard in the upcoming search 
for Kansas City’s new police chief.

Current Police Chief Rick Smith 
announced he will be retiring early 
this year, and the Kansas City Board 
of Police Commissioners will soon 
begin the process for selecting the 
new chief. 

The board of police commissioners, 
who are appointed by the governor, 
oversee the Kansas City Police Depart-
ment, which gives them full authority 
to select and appoint the new chief.  

“What we have is a board of police 
commissioners who can choose to 

gather input from the community at 
large or they can choose not to do 
so,” said Gwen Grant, president of the 
Urban League of Greater Kansas City.

In a Zoom meeting last week, 
community leaders including Council-
woman Melissa Robinson, MORE2 Ex-
ecutive Director Lora McDonald, and 
President of the Ad Hoc Group Against 
Crime Damon Daniel discussed how 
community members can get involved 
in the process and the kinds of traits 
they’d want the new police chief to 
have.

Reflecting on the selection process 
when Smith was appointed police 
chief, Grant said there was not enough 
community engagement in the 
process.

“We had concerns about Rick 
Smith before he was appointed, but 
the board turned a deaf ear on com-
munity input,” Grant said.

Community leaders want this 

police search to be different and have 
as much community involvement as 
possible.

“We need to make sure residents 
are involved deeply in this process,” 
Robinson said. “I am deeply commit-
ted and want to make sure people are 
participating in the interview process. 
If our voice is going to be heard, we’ll 
have to build power.”

Grant and other community 
leaders are suggesting community 
members attend the next board of po-
lice commissioners meeting on Feb. 
22, 9:30 a.m. at KCPD Headquarters, 
1125 Locust St. to demand to be part 
of the police search process.

On Feb. 22, 6 p.m. at St. James 
United Methodist, 5540 Wayne Ave., 
MORE2 is holding its annual meeting.  
At the meeting, the group plans to 
begin a campaign for local control of 
KCPD.  Local control would give power 
over the police to the city’s elected 
mayor and city council members. 

“It’s extremely important for 
the commissioners to get out into 
the community and hold forums,” 
Daniel said during the meeting. 
“It would be great for them to go 
through all six districts and see what 
the community wants to see. Even 
though we don’t have local control, 
that would show the community they 
are committed to listening to the 
community.”

 

T
he Unified Government Board 
of Commissioners passed the 
Safe and Welcoming City Act 

on Feb. 10 by a 6-4 vote. 
The new act allows Kansas City, 

KS, residents who do not have 
photo identification to obtain a 
municipal identification card. 

A municipal identification card is 
not a driver’s license and typically 
requires fewer barriers than a state 
and federal identification would 

require, like a permanent address, 
which not everyone has. It would 
allow community members without 
a state ID to open a bank account, 
see a doctor, apply for public ben-
efits and to engage with police.

The act also ensures that the 
Unified Government does not use 
its own resources to enforce federal 
immigration law.

A coalition of Kansas City, KS, 
organizations, including MORE2, 
Advocates for Immigrant Rights and 
Reconciliation, KCK NAACP and oth-
ers have rallied for the act for the 

past five years.
Rev. Rick Behrens, pastor of 

Grandview Park Presbyterian 
Church of KCK, said, “This is a big 
win and hard earned. Congratula-
tions KCK for doing the right thing 
and loving our neighbors. This is a 
new era for Wyandotte County and a 
big step toward equity for all.”

Jazzlyn Johnson is a Report for 
America corps member based at 

The Community Voice covering 
Kansas City’s African-American 

community.

WyCo Safe and Welcoming City Act Passes
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

Who Will be KC’s Next Police Chief? 
Leaders Discuss Ideal Candidate, Process



Traits Community Leaders Want 
In the Next Chief of Police

Leaders on the recent call to discuss the ideal 
candidate to replace outgoing Kansas city Po-

lice chief Rick smith (above) discussed traits they 
wanted in a chief and how they’d like to see com-
munity involvement in the process.    

Here are the traits they came up for the next 
chief.  What do you think?
• Track record of collaboration with community   
    members on decision making.

• Excellent listening skills.
• Track record of hiring and promoting Black and 
    Brown officers.
• Accessible and visible to the community.
• Have a good working relationship with the 
    prosecutor’s office.
• Open to police reform.
• Calls out what is wrong.
• Understands that their job is to serve the 
   community. 



the organization's expungement 
efforts. “You don’t have to be really 
super poor, but our goal isn’t to do 
wealthy kids’ expungement.”

KANSAS EXPUNGEMENT 
QUALIFICATIONS

By Kansas law, to qualify for an 
expungement an individual must:

Have completed their sentence, 
at least five years previoulsy for a 
felony and three years previously for a 
misdemeanor.

Individuals who were required 
to register on a list – drug, violent 
offender or sexual offender – are not 

eligible for expungement. There are 
other crimes that aren’t eligible for 
expungement, but if you’re not sure 
if your charges qualifiy, Harp suggests 
reaching out to KLS anyway.

In addition, you must not have 
been charged for a crime, or have a 
charge pending, in the past two years.

HOW TO APPLY

You can apply for this expunge-
ment program by calling Kansas Legal 
Services at (800)723-6953 between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 

Friday. You can also apply online at 
KansasLegalServices.org.

It would be helpful if individuals 
know the charges they were convicted 
of and when they completed their 
sentence or a case number, but that 
information isn’t required to apply. 
Applicants will be required to pay $20 
for a Kansas Bureau of Investigation 
report, which will help KLS process 
your application before turning your 
case over to the Koch attorneys.

“They’ll do the paperwork for the 
people, represent them and file the 
paperwork as their lawyers,” said 

Harp.
The only other cost could be a 

$196 filing charge per case. However, 
Hart says if people are low income, 
they'll ask the court to waive the filing 
fee.

“We encourage all Koch employees 
to participate in this pro bono initiative 
if they so choose to do so,” said David 
Dziok, director of communications 
for Koch. “We know each of us has a 
responsibility regardless of our day job to 
make a positive difference.”

C
ommitted to their company’s 
vision that people who 
made mistakes and paid the 

penalty deserve a second chance 
to turn their life around, corporate 
attorneys with Wichita-based Koch 
Industries have volunteered to help 
eligible individuals get their records 
expunged.

Expungement refers to the 
process of sealing arrest and 
conviction records. Once a person’s 
record is expunged, they don’t 
have to disclose their previous 
convictions or arrests to potential 
employers or landlords.

During February and March, 
Koch Industries is allowing its 
attorneys to use work time to assist 
Kansas Legal Services provide pro 
bono (free) records expungement 
services to a targeted list of indi-
viduals in Sedgwick County. This 
year, the attorneys will be working 
to clear the records of those with 
state of Kansas charges.

If you’re not sure if your charges 
were state or municipal, the answer 
is pretty simple. If you went to 
the County Courthouse for your 
charges, versus a municipal build-
ing, you qualify for this particular 
expungement program. Also, this 
program is for adult charges, not 
charges an individual may have 
received as a juvenile.

“We’re trying to work with low-
income people who don’t have 

access, who can’t go hire a lawyer,” 
said Marilyn Harp, executive direc-
tor of Kansas Legal Services about 
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Stop, Drop and Enroll!

Call 316 553-3673

Safe & Clean Enviroment

Over 30 Years  Experience in Wichita

Koch Attorneys Providing Free Expungement Services 

It’s our belief that people who have made 
mistakes and paid the penalty deserve a second 
chance to turn their life around by providing 
value for others.               

“
”

Koch Industries Support of 
Criminal Justice Reform



W
hat many people may not know, but driven by the vision of 
their Ceo Charles Koch, Koch industries remains an avid 
supporter of criminal justice reform. 

here’s the simple moral case they make for their support of a 
system they feel unfairly favors those who are affluent.

•This country has a two-tiered justice system in which people with 
resources often receive better outcomes than those who are less 
affluent.

•Poverty becomes criminalized through an outdated pre-trial 
justice system that incarcerates people who aren’t a public safety 
threat but can’t afford bail.

•Once saddled with a criminal record, these people then face a 
multitude of consequences preventing them from ever obtaining 
jobs, housing, education, licenses, loans, employment, and voting 
rights.

•To endlessly punish those who have paid their debt to society is 
simply immoral.

Move quickly. This year, Koch’s attorneys are providing this 
service only in February and March.  

Mark Holden, 
              Former Senior Vice President 

              Koch Industries
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T
wo years ago, we were all 
shocked when we heard projec-
tions that 200,000 people could 

die from this disease, at the time we 
were referring to as Coronavirus.  

A year later into the virus, with the 
vaccine approved and widely available, 
few of us would have believed that 
American deaths would be approach-
ing 900,000 people.  

However, here we are at 900,000 
and counting, and 1,000,000 obviously 
on the way.  

The two-year total, as compiled by 
Johns Hopkins University, is greater 
than the population of Indianapolis; San 
Francisco; or Charlotte, North Carolina.

The milestone comes more than 
13 months into a vaccination drive 
that has been beset by misinformation 
and political and legal strife, though 
the shots have proved safe and highly 
effective at preventing serious illness 
and death.

Dr. Ashish K. Jha, dean of the Brown 
University School of Public Health, 
agrees.  Two years ago, most Ameri-
cans would never have believed this is 
where we would be now. 

Sadly, he lamented, most of the 
deaths happened after the vaccine 

gained authorization.
“We got the medical science right. 

We failed on the social science. We 
failed on how to help people get vac-
cinated, to combat disinformation, to 
not politicize this,” Jha said. “Those 
are the places where we have failed as 
America.”

President Joe Biden lamented the 
milestone in a statement Feb. 4, say-
ing, “After nearly two years, I know that 
the emotional, physical, and psycho-
logical weight of this pandemic has 
been incredibly difficult to bear.”

He again urged Americans to get 
vaccinations and booster shots. “Two 
hundred and fifty million Americans 
have stepped up to protect themselves, 
their families, and their communities 
by getting at least one shot — and 
we have saved more than one million 
American lives as a result,” Biden said.

Just 64% of the population is 
fully vaccinated, or about 212 million 
Americans, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

Public health officials have 
expressed hope that the worst of the 
Omicron variant is coming to an end. 
They caution that things could still go 
bad again and dangerous new variants 

could emerge.
Despite its wealth and its world-class 

medical institutions, the U.S. has the 
highest reported toll of any country, and 
even then, the real number of lives lost 
directly or indirectly to the Coronavirus 
is thought to be significantly higher. 

When the vaccine was rolled out in 
mid-December 2020, the death toll 
stood at about 300,000. It hit 600,000 
in mid-June 2021 and 700,000 on Oct. 
1. On Dec. 14, it reached 800,000.

It took just 51 more days to get to 
900,000, the fastest 100,000 jump 

since last winter.
“We have underestimated our enemy 

here, and we have under-prepared to 
protect ourselves,” said Dr. Joshua M. 
Sharfstein, a public health professor 
at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health. “We’ve learned a 
tremendous amount of humility in the 
face of a lethal and contagious respira-
tory virus.”

The latest 100,000 deaths encom-
pass those caused by both the Delta 

variant and Omicron, which began 
spreading rapidly in December and 
became the predominant version in 
the U.S. before the month was out.

While Omicron has proved less 
likely to cause severe illness than 
Delta, the sheer number of people who 
became infected with it contributed to 
the high number of deaths.

- Contributing: The Associated Press 

N
early two years into the pan-
demic, politicians and govern-
ments are pushing to treat 

COVID-19 like any other problematic 
but manageable illness like the seasonal 
flu, but experts warn the approach 
could be premature and paints an overly 
optimistic picture of what “living with 
COVID” actually means.

 “With few exceptions, politicians do 
not understand the meaning or signifi-
cance of endemicity,” warns Dr. John 
Swartzberg, an infectious disease expert 
at the University of California at Berkeley 
school of public health, who told Forbes 
endemic means the “stable or constant 
presence of a disease” within a set area. 

Dr. Elizabeth Halloran, an epidemi-
ologist at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer 

Research Center in Seattle, told Forbes 
we have not yet reached this stable 
state with COVID, as evidenced by the 
“vertical rise of Omicron cases” and it’s 
“hard to say” when that might happen, 
saying, it would depend on the level of 
immunity within the population and 
how the virus evolves.  

Dr. Aris Katzourakis, an evolutionary 
virologist at the University of Oxford, ex-
pressed a similar degree of uncertainty 
and told Forbes that while he couldn’t 
say how soon we might reach it, “it's not 
going to be in 2022.” 

Endemic doesn’t mean mild or 
infrequent disease either, both experts 
caution — “endemic means that it is 
with us to stay,” Halloran said — and 
many of the world’s biggest killers 

like malaria, tuberculosis and HIV are 
endemic.    

What endemic COVID would mean for 
our everyday lives. This would depend 
on “what level the endemicity arrives 
at,” Swartzberg said, meaning how com-
mon the disease will be. 

If COVID were to be endemic at a 
very high level, “we will be limited in 
our options,” he said, and may have to 
keep on using social restrictions and 
non-pharmaceutical interventions like 
masks. 

At a very low level, “life will return 
toward the pre-pandemic state.”

We have some control over the level 
of endemicity through vaccination, 
Swartzberg said, which would also 
reduce the chance of a new variant 

emerging. 
Calls to just live with the Coronavirus 

have been prevalent since the pandemic 
began and many — including a not-
insignificant number of politicians at the 
highest levels of office like former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Brazil’s Jair Bol-
sonaro — controversially compared it to 
seasonal flu to illustrate the point. 

Though symptoms between the two 
diseases are similar, the comparison 
misleadingly downplayed the severity of 
the Coronavirus and showed ignorance 
of the death toll influenza exacts every 
year (up to 650,000 people worldwide). 

Calls to treat COVID-19 as a more 
predictable and regular illness grew 
in popularity as restrictions continued 
into a second year of the pandemic and 

vaccines were rolled out and gained new 
momentum with the rapid spread of the 
Delta and then the Omicron variant. 

Though the latter variant caused 
higher rates of infection — which 
reached record levels in many countries 
— there were relatively low levels of 
hospitalization and deaths compared to 
previous waves. 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the 
leader of the World Health Organiza-
tion, warned on Feb. 1 against countries 
lifting restrictions and claiming victory 
over the virus prematurely. “This virus 
is dangerous, and it continues to evolve 
before our very eyes,” he said. Continued 
restrictions are vital to stop transmission 
of the virus, he added, in response to 
countries relaxing measures. 

900,000 Dead

Endemic Vs Pandemic:  What it Means, Will We Get There? 
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• Diagnosis of Type 2 diabetes
• Identify as Black or African 
American
• Access to a computer or 
Internet-capable smartphone

Scan the QR code above or use the link below to 

see if you are eligible to participate

Redcap.kumc.edu/survey/?s=T7C

PWAJXYJ

eDECIDE

a Web-Based Diabetes 

Problem-Solving Program
To  participate you must 

meet the following criteria:

Scan the QR code above or use the link 

below to visit the eDecide website for 

more information 

edecide.kumc.edu/

Questions or want to enroll?
Contact Michelle Redmond, PhD., at mredmond@kumc.edu or Upasana Banerjee at ubanerjee@kumc.edu. 316-293-1817

KU School of Medicine - Wichita. Population Health

S
edgwick County residents are 
encouraged to nominate public 
service employees for the 

annual Excellence in Public Service 
Award. Now in its 34th year, the 
award recognizes employees from 
City of Wichita, Sedgwick County and 
Wichita Public Schools who exhibit 
the highest standard of service.

The nomination process is open 
through 5 p.m. March 4. Nomina-
tions can be submitted on https://
lfforms.wichita.gov/Forms/Excel-
lence. English and Spanish forms 
are available. Nomination forms are 
also available in the City Manager’s 
Office, the County Manager’s Office, 
and Wichita Public Schools’ Strategic 
Communications Office.

The Excellence in Public Service 
Award honors public employees 
who go beyond the call of duty and 
demonstrate the following:
• Exemplary performance that has 
contributed to the public interest;
• Innovative problem-solving skills 
that have improved service delivery;
• Adherence to high ethical standards 
in carrying out job responsibilities;

• A record of community involve-
ment through participation in civic 
organizations.

Honorees will be selected by a 
committee comprised of nine public 
and private sector representatives. In 
April, they will be surprised at work by 
their supervisors, colleagues, selection 
committee members and media. The 
winners will receive $2,500 and will 
be honored at a reception attended by 
family, friends, co-workers, previous 
honorees, the selection committee and 
members of the DeVore Foundation in 
May. The Excellence in Public Service 
Award is sponsored by the DeVore 
Foundation and KSN-TV.

Excellence in Public Service Nominations Open

Buckner School 5th grade teacher carla 
Breckenridge received the award in 
2019.
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Arts & Culture

E
arly risers are seeing a new 

face on their television screens, 

with the arrival last month of 

KSN morning anchor Eddie Randle.  

Although he signs on the air at 4:30 

a.m., Randle hopes his personality can 

radiate through television screens.  

Randle comes to Wichita after five 

years covering the news and anchoring 

the morning show in Denver, CO.  He’s 

a native of the other Wichita -- Wichita 

Falls, TX, and began his professional 

reporting career working there for KSN’s 

sister station KFDX. 

Before moving to Colorado, Eddie 

worked at FOX23 in Tulsa, OK, where he 

earned his first Emmy Award report-

ing on the aftermath of tornadoes in 

northeast Oklahoma.

 Randle says he has a passion for 

highlighting local businesses and, as 

a recovering addict, telling stories on 

addiction and recovery. 

“I speak very openly about my ad-

diction because it's a part of my life. 

I'm a recovering addict and alcoholic, 

and I've been sober for over three 

years,” said Randle. “It’s a problem 

in the Black community that we don't 

address because we're taught to silence 

it, so I share stories about addiction 

and recovery and hope it helps anybody 

going through it.”

Randle, a rare Black male anchor in 

the Wichita market, hopes that when 

the younger generation in Wichita turns 

to KSN, they can see some of themselves 

in him and be empowered to chase 

their dreams. 

“Representation is everything,” said 

Randle. “If I had seen more Black 

people on TV in North Texas, I probably 

wouldn't have had so many guards up 

or questioned myself early on in my 

career.” 

Randle knew he wanted to be a 

journalist at a young age when he spear-

headed an effort to establish a recorded 

newscast for his middle school’s morn-

ing announcements. He earned his first 

anchor spot at FOX 23 in Tulsa for his 

reporting on the aftermath of tornado 

damage in northeast Oklahoma.

He is a proud alumnus of Southern 

University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

earning bachelor’s and master’s de-

grees in broadcast journalism.

Randle has a passion for performing 

arts, having also obtained a minor in 

vocal performance. He and members of 

the Southern University Concert Choir 

performed at Carnegie Hall during his 

junior year.

Meet KSN News Anchor Eddie Randle
By Malcolm Carter
The Community Voice 

PHOTO: (L-R) Meteorologist Ronelle Williams, Julia Thatcher, Eddie Randle and Hunter Funk make up the on-air team 
for KSN’s “Kansas Today” morning show.  Both Thatcher and Randle joined the news team last month.  

I
t’s time to pull out that special eve-
ning gown or favorite tux because 
one of Black Wichita's premier 

awards shows is returning this sum-
mer to highlight and celebrate Black 
entrepreneurs around ICT. 

The Blackout Cosmo Edition will 
host the 2nd Blackout Awards ICT at 
the Crown Uptown on July 9, begin-
ning with a cocktail hour at 4:30 p.m., 
with curtains to open at 6 p.m. Get 
your pictures taken on the Black Car-
pet while enjoying local performances, 
fellowship, and settling into what is 
sure to be a great evening emceed by 
Jayden Flemming and Keston Rolfe. 

The idea behind the Blackout 
Awards began as a conversation 
among four friends - Julia Brown, 
owner of Bijoux Beauty Bar; Ashlee 

Norris, owner of Simply Beautiful 
Hair Salon; Erin Garcia, owner of Erin 
E'Nae Hair & Beauty; and Paris Walker, 
co-owner of Mark Paris the Shoppe - 
about how they could bring the divided 
cosmetology community together. 

“The four of us have a lot of respect 
for each other and our crafts, so when 
we talked about the seriousness of the 
division in the industry, we decided 
we wanted to do something to bring 
cosmetologists together and start 
breaking those barriers,” said Walker. 

Now, nearly three years after the 
first show, the group announced on 
Facebook earlier this month that 
nominations were officially open. 
In less than a week, the group had 
received over 10,000 submissions. 
The expanded nomination list has 
more than 30 categories in addition to 
some new ones for non-profit owners, 
actors, artists, and the “New Kid on 

the Block.” 
“After the pandemic, we noticed a 

lot more entrepreneurs popping up 
around the city and have watched 
them grow, so we wanted to not only 
create more categories but be more 
specific with the ones we previously 
had,” said Walker. 

Although these four women are sig-
nificant players in a highly competitive 
industry, they believe that leveraging 
their connections could open doors for 
other Black entrepreneurs in Wichita. 

Blackout Cosmo is also excited to 
announce two additional awards that 
weren't part of the nominations. The 
Plug Award, which goes to the most in-
fluential entrepreneur in the business 
community, and the Legacy Award, 
which will go to a special entrepre-
neurial family.

Nominations for The Blackout 
Awards closed on Fri., Feb. 11. 

Tickets for the award show will 
go on sale in May and will be made 

available for purchase on the Crown 
Uptown website.

Blackout Awards ICT Returns to Honor Excellence in Local Biz, Arts & More
By Malcolm Carter
The Community Voice 



Randle

PHOTO: Thanks to a little relief from COVID-19, friends (L-R) Erin Garcia, Ashlee 
Norris, Jullia Brown and Paris Walker are back with the second edition of their 
Blackout Awards.  
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Ruby J. Knox E.A., AFSP

316-687-1040

Refunds.now@sbcglobal.net

240 N. Rock Road #375

Wichita, KS 67206

RNREFUNDS NOW

TAX PREPARATION
AND BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

• Payroll
• Sales Tax Returns
• Bookkeeping
• Tax Preparation
• Auditing
• Business Advice

Free Consultation

E-filing
IRS Representation
Year-round availability 
at AFFORDABLE RATESB

oth Denzel Washington 
and Will Smith were 
among the actors 

announced in the category of 
Best Actor for this year’s Acad-
emy Awards.  The nominees 
were announced on Feb. 8. 

Denzel Washington 
received a nomination for his 
role as General Macbeth in 
“The Tragedy of Macbeth.” 
Will Smith got the nod for 
playing the father of tennis 
stars Venus and Serena Wil-
liams in “King Richard.”

Smith also received a nod 
as the co-producer of “King 
Richard,” which was among 
10 movies nominated for Best 
Picture.  

There were no Black 
females nominated for Leading 
Actress, but there were two 
nominees for Best Supporting 
Actress.  Aunjanue Ellis was 
nominated for her role as the 
mother of tennis superstars 
Venus and Serena Williams 
in the “King Richard” biopic. 
Ariana DuBose, who is of 
mixed heritage but claims 
some Black lineage, was also 

given a nod for her role as 
Puerto Rican immigrant Anita 
in Steven Spielberg’s remake 
of “West Side Story.”

A few other nods worth 
mentioning are 

King Richard received 
a total of six nominations.  
In addition to the previ-
ously mentioned high-profile 
nominations, the movie also 
received nods for editing, 
original screenplay and origi-
nal song, “Be Alive,” which 
earns Beyonce an Academy 
Award nomination.  She wrote, 
performed and co-produced 
the song.  

Coming 2 America 2 was 
nominated for Best Makeup 
and Hairstyling.  

Summer Of Soul (...Or, 
When The Revolution Could 
Not Be Televised), directed 
by Questlove, was nominated 
for Best Documentary.  The 
highly acclaimed film is about 
the legendary 1969 Harlem 
Cultural Festival, which cele-
brated African-American music 
and culture, and promoted 
Black pride and unity. 

Also a nod out to Shaq 
O’Neal as producer of The 
Queen of Basketball, which 
received a nomination for 
Short Subject Documentary.  
If you don’t know the story of 
Lusia "Lucy" Harris Stewart, 
you should, and that’s what 
got Shaq behind the short.  

Stewart, a pioneer in women's 
basketball, led a rural Missis-
sippi college to three national 
titles, scored the first basket 
in women's Olympic history 
in 1976, and was the first and 
only woman to be 
drafted into the 
NBA. 

Will Smith and Denzel Washington Receive Best Actor Nods 

D
enzel Washington has offi-
cially scored his 10th Academy 
Awards nomination, further 

affirming his place in Oscars history.  
The accalimed actor scored his 10th 
Oscar nomination for his leading role 
in “The Tragedy of Macbeth,” which 
was released in theaters on Christmas 
and is streaming now on Apple TV+.  

Wash- ington has 
eight Oscar nomination 
for acting .  Two were 
for Best Support-
ing Actor – “Cry 
Free- dom” 

and “Glory.”  The other six were for 
Best Actor –  “Malcolm X,” “The 
Hurricane,” “Training Day,” “Flight,” 
“Roman J. Israel, Esq.,”  and now 
MacBeth.  He also received a nomina-
tion as the producer of “Fences.”

He won two of the nominations:  
Best Sup-
porting 
actor for 
“Glory,” 
in 1990, 
and Best 
Actor for 
“Training 
Day,” in 
2002.  

Wash-
ington 
was the 
second 
Black 
actor to 
win the 

Best Actor Academy Award.  The first 
was Sidney Poitier, who won in 1964.  
Since Washington, the only other 
Black men who have won Best Actor 
are: Jamie Fox (2004, “Ray”) and 
Forrest Whitaker (2005, “Last King of 
Scotland”).  

(clockwise from top left):  ariana Duboise in “West side 
story,” Denzel Washington as General Macbeth, Will smith in 
“King richard” and aunjanue Ellis in “King richard.”

Denzel Washington Most Oscar-Nominated Black Actor in History
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*excluding Section F, subject to availability

Use code HISTORY for $35 tickets,Use code HISTORY for $35 tickets,  
anywhere in the house!*anywhere in the house!*

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20 | 3:00 PM

CENTURY II CONCERT HALL

A NEW WORLD MASTERPIECE
FLORENCE PRICE'S REDISCOVERED SYMPHONY

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH WITH THE WICHITA SYMPHONY!

Tickets at WichitaSymphony.org |  316.267.7658

W
hen he moved to his current 

location at 5500 Troost Ave. 

in 2019, Justin Clark, owner 

and chef at Urban Café said he was 

one of the first restaurants in the area 

that wasn’t soul food, fast food or 

barbecue.

Urban Café, a casual, relaxing and 

laid-back breakfast and brunch restau-

rant, offers healthy and vegan options, 

as well as the perfect atmosphere for 

reading and getting work done. 

All their food is farm fresh, with 

most of the ingredients sourced from 

less than 30 miles away. Urban Café 

does not fry any of its dishes or sub-

merge anything in grease.

One of Urban Café’s most 

popular items is the urban bowl, 

which includes local mushrooms, 

spinach, tomatoes, sweet potato, an 

egg or tofu scramble, and a meat 

protein choice.

Another popular item is the lobster 

grilled cheese, with lobster meat, aged 

cheddar and Cognac Boursin cheese 

on toasted sourdough.  It’s served with 

tomato basil soup.

Clark opened the original Urban 

Café at 41st and Troost in 2016 and 

shortly after began the Urban Café 

food truck. He still uses the food truck 

for community and private events.

The great news is that Urban Café 

is expanding.  The 

restaurant will be 

featured in the new 

Kansas City Interna-

tional Airport with a 

similar concept. The 

airport location will 

serve breakfast, lunch 

and dinner and offer 

a full bar, all with the 

same local feel.  

“I’m excited about 

the airport deal,” 

Clark said. “I knew I 

was doing something 

right when that hap-

pened.”

Clark is also excited about opening 

two separate restaurant concepts at 

the new Borough neighborhood food 

hall, 8026 The Paseo.  There, he’ll 

offer a chicken concept called Chicken 

King and a burger concept called 

Burger.  Those locations are scheduled 

to open next month.   

Check out Urban Café’s menu at 

www.UrbanCafeKC.com.

Urban Café Offers Healthy Options for Breakfast & Brunch
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

Justin clark (1) is the owner of the laid-back and casual 
breakfast and brunch spot urban café. Popular menu 
items include (2) homemade biscuits for biscuits and 
gravy, (3) lemon pound cake, and (4) the urban bowl.
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KANSAS CITY
Mon., Feb. 21: Afro-Fusion Dance with Live Drumming at 
5:30 p.m. at the Linwood YMCA, 3800 Linwood Blvd, KCMO. Free. 

Tues., Feb. 22: Dance with De – Line Dance and Two-
stepping at 6 p.m. at the Linwood YMCA, 3800 Linwood Blvd, 
KCMO. Free. 

Feb. 21, 28: Two Step Workshop every Monday night 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Eisenhower Rec Center, 2901 N. 72nd St., KCK. All skill 
levels. $6. 

Wed., Feb. 23: Game Night at Kinship Café, 719 N 6th St. KCK 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Thur., Feb. 24: Financial Literacy Class presented by Arvest 
Bank and Linwood YMCA on Zoom at 5:30 p.m. 

Fri., Feb. 25: College and Career Fair 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
Linwood YMCA, 3800 Linwood Blvd, KCMO.

Fri., Feb. 25 – 27: Black History Month Pop-Up Shop at 
12400 Blue Ridge Blvd, Grandview, MO. 

Sat., Feb. 26: Buy Black Expo from noon to 5 p.m. at the 
Linwood YMCA, 3800 Linwood Blvd, KCMO.

Sat., Feb. 26: Self-Defense for Black Educators presented 
by Elements of Education KC and Sankofa KC at Integrity Martial 
Arts Academy, 11130 Holmes Rd, KCMO from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Free. 

Sun., Feb. 27: Black History Tribute Concert at the Gem 
Theater at 6 p.m. $20. 

WICHITA
Sat., Feb. 19:  Justice for Cedric Lofton Car Caravan  
Begins 2 p.m. at Barry Sanders Field, McAdams Park. 

Thur., Feb. 24:  The Historical Role of Black Women in 
Kansas Presentation by author and activist Mary Dean, 6:30 p.m. 
Zoom meeting  8086166680. Sponsored by West Heights United 
Methodist Church.  

Thur., Feb. 24: Honoring Black History in Small-Town 
Kansas, 12 -1 p.m. virtual,   This story explores the effort of a 
great niece to help her uncle find his family.  With the help of 
Ancestry.com she found connect in Seattle and traced her roots 
back to Central Kansas about 40 miles west of Hutchinson.  Their 
family members were among the hundreds of African Americans 
who settled there, members of a mass migration often referred 
to as Exodusters, She and her daughter share their homecoming 
festivities, how they came to be, their significance to those who 
attended, and what they might mean for other communities across 
Kansas.  https://bit.ly/3uO9KU9 The event will be live streamed on 
Facebook.  

Thur., Feb, 24: Harlem Renaissance, artist Aaron Douglas 
and writer James Weldon John with New African American Creative 
Expression. An illustrated talk by Dr. Renee Ater, Provost Visiting 
Associate Professor of Africana Studies from Brown University. 
Howard E Wooten Lecture sponsored by Friends of the Wichita 
Art Museum 6 p.m. Wichita Art Museum, 1400 W 
Museum Blvd 

Fri., Feb. 25:  Fundraiser to Buy Cedric 
Lofton a Headstone Doors open at 6 p.m., 
showtime @ 7 p.m.  The Wave, 650 E. 2nd St., 
Wichita.  DJ will be spinning, presentations by city 
elected officials and activists, performances by 
Samuel David, Blackkfist, Rudy Love Jr. and 
more.  Donations accepted at the door.  

Sat., Feb 26: Black Educators Hall of Fame  WSU Rhatigan 
Center, 4-6 p.m.  Join again as a new class of Black teachers are 
inducted into the Black Teachers Hall of Fame.  This annual event 
is sponsored by Art That Touches Your Heart and the WSU Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion.  

Tue., March 8: Shine Awards 2022 Mark Arts, 1307 N Rock 
Rd 11:30 am celebrate inspirational Kansas women while raising 

funds to inspire a lifelong love of literacy for underserved children.
Hosted by Storytime Village for more information visit Storyti-

meVillage.org

Sat., March 19: HER Wichita: Women's Business Market, 
Evergreen Park Recreation Center, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. With 
Empower, the Miss Wichita Scholarship Organization will host a 
women's focused business market titled: "Her Wichita: Spotlight. 
Support. Spend." The business market will take place at the Ever-
green Recreation Center from 10:30 a.m. -2:30 p.m. and event will 
feature women-owned, -led or -operated businesses as well as live 
entertainment by women. For vendor information email miss-
wichitacompetition@gmail.com.
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omposer Florence Price 
made history in 1933 when 
her symphony became 

the first by a Black woman to be 
performed by a major American 
orchestra. The symphony was 
selected for performance by the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra Mu-
sic Director Frederick Stock after 
the piece won first prize in the 
prestigious Wanamaker Competi-
tion held the previous year. 

While it slipped into obscurity af-
ter its premiere, her Symphony No. 

1 in E Minor is now experiencing a 
well-deserved revival in the world 
of classical music.  The symphony 
will be the lead piece in the 3 p.m. 
Sun., Feb. 20, performance of the 
Wichita Symphony at Century II 
Concert Hall. Tickets can be pur-
chased online at WichitaSymphony.
org/events/a-new-world-master-
piece. Masking is required.   

Price was born in the South in 
1887 and played her first piano 
recital at age 4, then published her 
first composition at age 11. Price 

graduated high school as valedic-
torian at age 14 and attended the 
New England Conservatory, gradu-
ating with a double major in organ 
and piano performance. 

She returned to Arkansas, 
married and had children before 
moving to Chicago in 1927, where 
her career began to flourish.  It 
was around 1928 when the G. 
Schirmer and McKinley publish-
ing companies began to issue her 
songs, piano music, and especially 
her instructional pieces for piano. 

She taught music lessons and 
composed more than 300 
works, including symphonies, 
organ works, piano concertos, 
works for violin, arrangements 
of spirituals, art songs, and 
chamber works.

She died in Chicago in 1953.  
It is the hope of many mu-

sic lovers that Price’s work will 
someday be as recognized and 
played as widely as the work of 
Beethoven, George Gershwin 
and Aaron Copland.  

Wichita Symphony to Feature Revived Historic Work by Black Female Composer 

EVENTS CALENDAR

Price

H
elen J. Springfield 
went home to 
Jesus on February 

2, 2022 at the age of 87. 
Helen was born 

to Frank Rogers and 
Imojean Wynn on April 
2, 1934, in Wichita, 
Kansas.
She was preceded 
in death by mother 
Imojean Mullen; brothers 

Bill & Michael Kelly; 
and grandson Tyler 
Townsend. 

She will be deeply 
missed by all. Her legacy 
lives on through her 
three daughters, one 
nephew, seven grand 
children, and ten great-
grandchildren. 

Love you Moma
(aka Nene, Grinny Gran)

In Memory of

HELEN J. SPRINGFIELD
APRIL 2, 1934 – FEBRUARY 2, 2022

We Publish
Obituaries & Memorials

Call us; we’re affordable 
(316) 681-1155
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