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J
ust a few words to welcome you to a new 
year with The Community Voice.  We’re so 
excited about our plans for the future, all de-

signed to help us better serve you ... our readers.  
 We spent the later part of 2021 developing 

plans for 2022 and you will start to see some of 
our changes roll out in 1st auarter 2022.  

Our plans for this year include a new website, 
a new design for our print edition, new story and 
content ideas, new products and new events.  

So more than talking about, we’re going to be 
about it this year, so stay tuned.  

As always, we look 
forward to sharing 
the story and news of 
the communities we 
cover.  So if you have 
a story idea reach 
out to me personally 
or to a member of 
our team and not 
those other guys,...
or at least reach 
out to us first.  

Finally, great wishes for 
your year and your health  and thank you for 
your support.  

Cover: Former President Barack Obama 

Our Top Stories on 
communityvoiceks.com

Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Top Stories @ Social Media

Bonita Gooch



•  In early 2021, Briana Willis was working as a 
registered nurse when she decided to open a 
beauty supply store in Wichita. 

•  Charges Dismissed - In January of 2019,  a 
jury convicted Albert Wilson of one count 
of rape in connection to an incident that 
occurred when he was a student at the 
University of Kansas in 2016.

•  LOCATED -----Kayetta Grant missing from 
Kansas City, MO since Nov 6, 2021

•  Mark Bennett responded to our post 
questioning why charges have not been filed 
in the death of CJ Lofton.

•  After 6 years, Police Chief Gordon 
Ramsay will retire from the Wichita Police 
Department.

•  Auditions for paid acting opportunities 
in the production of this upcoming play by 
Kansas native Micah Watson. 

I 
wanted to take a moment to wish you and 
your loved ones a Happy New Year and to 
thank you for supporting the NAACP year after 

year.
 

In 2021, the pandemic continued to impact all of 
our lives and we witnessed rights get chipped 
away that had long been considered settled. But 
through it all, you stood firm in your support of 
the NAACP, and together, we used our collective 
power to defend the communities we care about. 

And as I look toward what’s ahead of us in 
2022, I know that it’s going to be that same collec-
tive power that will carry us forward as we fight to: 
     • Block suppressive voting laws and push 
back against unjust and unconstitutional voting 
maps aimed at weakening the influence of Black 
voters;

    • Advocate for economic policies to assist 
Black entrepreneurs and workers in rebuilding 
their lives and livelihoods as the country recov-
ers from the economic downturn caused by the 
pandemic;

    • Continue our call for reimagined polic-
ing that brings an end to state-sanctioned 
brutality and includes real accountability for law 
enforcement;

    • Combat the spread of COVID-19 misinfor-
mation that is destroying the health of com-
munities of color and ensure that everyone who 
wants to be vaccinated has equal access to the 
vaccines; and

    • Hold corporations accountable, especially 
social media and tech companies that refuse to re-
move hate from their platforms and take seriously 
their responsibility in securing our democracy.

We fought so hard together in 2021, and 2022 
must be no different. 
We have the power. Let’s make sure we keep us-
ing it for the millions of people who are depending 
on us.

Happy New Year and Looking Ahead 

By DerickJohnson
President and CEO 
NAACP



Knoell

• Material Opulence Clothing Brand Looking 
to Set the Trend

• Mark Bennett Says Homicide Ruling Could 
Not Lead to a Prosecution

• Schumer Vows Senate Vote on Changing 
Voting Rights Legislation by MLK Day

• Why Are So Many Vaccinated People Getting 
COVID-19 Lately?

• An Update on the Missouri House 
Redistricting Plan

• Kansas Organization Seeks Statewide 
Removal of Racist Language from Property 
Documents

• Missouri Offering Free At-Home COVID-19 
Tests

• Sharon Bowen Named First Black Woman

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice
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WHO: This annual edition is always 

a great read because it features all kinds 

of couples:  young, old and in-between.  

It’s all about couples who have a great 

relationship, no matter how unique.  

HOW: You can submit your own name, 

or nominate someone you know.  The 

deadline for submissions 

is Fri., Jan. 28 Just 

go online to our 

website and click on 

submissions.  

Wanted:  Couples in L   ve 
We’re looking for couples 
with a love that works, to  

feature as one of our 
“Love Couples” 
in our

Individuals selected will 

receive a brief questionnaire to complete and are 

required to submit a quality photo of themselves.  A 

person from our staff will follow up for additional 

information.  The time commitment is nominal.

Call:  (316) 681-1155 for more information

www.communityvoiceks.com

FEB. 3 ISSUE.

ROBINSON, GORDY & TYSON 
AMONG INDUCTEES 

IN 2022 BLACK MUSIC 
& ENTERTAINMENT 

WALK OF FAME
Black entertainers don’t always get the ac-

colades or the recognition they deserve, which 
is why we were so happy to see the Black Music 
and Entertainment Walk of Fame established in 
Atlanta earlier this year.

Honorees for 2022 are looking just as elite 
as the class of 2021, with the latest including 
legends like Smokey Robinson, Berry Gordy, late 
entertainers Cicely Tyson and Ray Charles, plus a 
handful of others.

The Black Music and Entertainment Walk of 
Fame ceremony is scheduled in Atlanta on Feb. 
17. In addition to the 
aforementioned icons 
in Black entertain-
ment, other honorees 
are set to include 
Queen of Hip-Hop Soul 
Mary J. Blige and the 

late Prince.  Tyler Perry will also be recognized on 
the strength of his many business ventures under 
the “mainstream mogul” category.

The world of gospel music will get shown 
some love as well with honorees Yolanda Adams, 
Donald Lawrence plus the singing siblings BeBe 
& CeCe Winans.

THOUSANDS SIGN 
PETITION TO RECAST 

CHADWICK BOSEMAN’S 
‘BLACK PANTHER’

A petition to recast “Black Panther’s” T’Challa 
is gaining traction. While Marvel announced in 
late 2020 that the character would be retired 
upon the death of the late, great Chadwick Bose-
man, fans are calling for the role to be recast as a 
tribute to his legacy.

In a statement by Marvel president Kevin Feige, 
the gavel was seemingly laid down with finality.

Feige said. “Chadwick Boseman was an 
immensely talented actor and an inspirational 
individual who affected all of our lives profession-
ally and personally. His portrayal of T’Challa the 
Black Panther is iconic.”

In April of 2021 however, Chicago film critic 
and lifelong Marvel fan Emmanuel Noisette 
launched a petition to bring the character back to 
life. The petition reads in part:

“By not recasting, it could stifle the opportu-
nity for one of the most popular, leading Black 
superheroes to add on to their legacy. The #1 

way to kill a legend, is to stop telling their story.” 
As of today, the petition has over 50,000 signa-

tures, a huge bite taken out of its 75,000-signa-
ture goal. 

The petition additionally reads. “If Marvel Stu-
dios removes T’Challa, it would be at the expense 
of the audiences (especially Black boys and men) 
who saw themselves in him.” “T’Challa was 
the “epitome of positive Black representation,” 
Noisette told HuffPost. “We’re asking Marvel to 
eventually recast the character to allow Chadwick 
Boseman to hopefully be the first of many” 
T’Challas to follow.”

According to TMZ, Chadwick’s brother Derrick 
says he would want the role recast. 

He expressed that even though 
he never explicitly 
stated his wishes 
before his death, 
that Chadwick 
thought T’Challa 
was bigger than 
just himself as 
one guy, and that 
“Chadwick knew 
the power of the 
character, and the 
positive influence it 
carries.”

Tyson Gordy

Robinson

Boseman
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R
ep. Cori Bush is no stranger 
to protests. She spent years 
marching the streets of St. 

Louis and Ferguson, Mo., rising to 
public office on the strength of her 
activism.

But as the Missouri Democrat 
looked out the window of the Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021 — only her third day 
as a member of Congress — she knew 
what was about to take place would be 
no peaceful protest. The Confederate 
flags in the crowd, and the makeshift 
noose and gallows erected on the 
Capitol grounds, spoke to a more 
sinister reality.

“I’ve been to hundreds of protests 
and have organized so many protests, 
I can’t count. I know what a protest is: 
This is not that,” Bush, who is Black, 
said recently in an interview with the 
Associated Press.

The insurrection by pro-Trump 
supporters and members of far-right 
groups shattered the sense of security 
that many had long felt at the Capitol 
as rioters forcibly delayed the certifica-
tion of Democrat Joe Biden’s election 
victory.

But for people of color, including 
many in Congress, the attack was 

more than a violent challenge to a free 
and fair election — it was an eerily 
familiar display of White supremacist 
violence, this time at the very seat of 
American democracy. 

Rep. Cori Bush
“First of all, as a Black woman, that 

is already just tough on a level that’s 
different from what a White person 
would experience,” Bush said of the 
imagery and rhetoric surrounding 
the attack, especially the Confeder-
ate flag that was carried by a rioter 
inside the Capitol. “But it’s especially 
different for Black people because of 
our history. The history of this country 
has been that type of language and 

imagery is directed right at us in a very 
negative and oftentimes violent way.”

While Bush managed to escape the 
Capitol and barricade with her staff in 
her office in a nearby building, dozens 
of police officers faced down the vio-
lent mob in hours of frantic hand-to-
hand combat. More than 100 officers 
were injured, some severely.

Officer Harry Dunn
A group of officers testified to 

Congress in July about the physical 
and verbal abuse they faced from 
supporters of former President Donald 
Trump. Harry Dunn, a Black officer, 
recalled an exchange he had with riot-
ers who disputed that Biden defeated 

Trump.
When Dunn said that he had voted 

for Biden and that his vote should 
be counted, a crowd began hurling a 
racial slur at him.

“One woman in a pink MAGA (Make 
America Great Again) shirt yelled, 
‘You hear that guys, this n—- voted 
for Joe Biden!’” said Dunn, who has 
served more than a dozen years on the 
Capitol Police force.

“Then the crowd, perhaps around 
20 people, joined in, screaming, ‘Boo! 
F—-ing n—-!’” he testified. He said 
no one had ever called him the N-word 
while he was in uniform.

Later that night, Dunn said, he sat 
in the Capitol Rotunda and wept.

Rep. Pramila Jaypala
Meanwhile, as the attack unfolded 

at the Capitol, a handful of lawmakers 
remained trapped in the House and 
Senate galleries with no escape as riot-
ers fought to break in.

After a gunshot killing Ashli 
Babbitt, who was among the rioters 
and attempting to leap through a 
broken window, rang out in the House 
chamber, Democratic Rep. Jason Crow 
of Colorado decided the best thing 
members could do was take off their 
congressional pins identifying them as 
lawmakers.

But for lawmakers of color like Rep. 
Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., removing 
the pin was not an option.

“I thought there’s no way I’m taking 
off my pin. Because it was either you 
get recognized by the insurrection-
ist or you don’t get recognized by 

Capitol Police as a Brown woman or 
Black woman,” Jayapal told the AP in 
December.

She added: “And so many of the 
members of color that I know did not 
take off their pins.”

Rep. Benny Thompson
Rep. Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.) 

the chairman of the panel investigat-
ing Jan. 6 and among those stuck in 
the gallery, said that day specifically 
brought back “unpleasant experi-
ences” from his early days as a Black 
politician in Mississippi.

“I saw the kind of hatred in the eyes 
of the people who broke in the Capitol. 
It was that same kind of hatred I saw 
in people who wanted to stop people 
of color from casting a ballot for the 
candidate of their choice in Missis-
sippi,” Thompson said.

Rep. Val Demings
In the aftermath of the attack, 

Crow and other white lawmakers 
reckoned with the experiences their 

Reliving Jan. 6 Riots Through Eyes of Color 

By Farnoush Amiri
The Associated Press

See JAN 6 page 10

As American remembers the insurgency at the nation’s Capitol several Congressmen and women of color and a 
Black Capitol Police Officer share their lived experience of January 6, 2021 from an inside perspective.  
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 5State News

T
he 2022 Missouri legislative 
session began on Jan. 5. Here’s 
a look at some of the pre-filed 

bills senators and representatives are 
hoping to pass this year that may be of 
particular interest to our readers:  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

One Missouri legislator pre-filed 
bills that would help those who have 
been wrongly convicted. State Rep. 
Mark Sharp (D-Kansas City) pre-filed 
a bill (HB 1569) that would allow any 
individual found guilty of a felony in 
Missouri and later determined to be 
innocent as a result of any evidentiary 
method to be paid restitution. This 
bill allows $100 per day restitution for 
each day of incarceration. 

Under current law, only individuals 
who are exonerated based on DNA evi-
dence may receive wrongful conviction 
restitution from the state. We saw this 
with wrongly convicted Kevin Stick-
land, who was released last November 
but could not be compensated by the 
state. 

Rep. Kimberly Ann Collins (D-St. 
Louis) pre-filed a bill that would 
change minimum prison terms. Cur-
rently, state law establishes mandatory 
minimum prison terms and requires 

a person convicted of a dangerous 
felony to serve at least 85% of their 
sentence. Collins’ bill would change 
the minimum to 66% of the sentence 
if the individual does not have a 
previous prison commitment. If the 
offender has one or more previous 
commitments, they must serve at least 
85% of the sentence imposed. 

Rep. Yolanda Young (D-Kansas 
City) pre-filed a bill (HB 2021) that 
would require the courts to explain the 
consequences of pleading guilty before 
a plea may be accepted.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Rep. LaKeySha Bosley (D-St. Louis) 
pre-filed a bill that would require the 
Attorney General to create a law en-
forcement officer misconduct database 
containing names of law enforcement 
officers who have committed violent 
acts.

EDUCATION

Sen. Barbara Anne Washington 
(D-Kansas City) pre-filed SB 718 to 
designate the third week of September 
as "Historically Black College and 
University Week" in Missouri.

Rep. Ian Mackey (D-St. Louis) 
pre-filed a bill (HB 1899) that would 
prohibit schools from suspending 
students in preschool to third grade. 
The bill also requires school districts 
and charter schools to document 

school suspensions and report them 
to the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education annually. It also 
requires school boards to consider 
reasonable alternative measures to 
suspension. 

Mackey also pre-filed a bill (HB 
1939) to require public and charter 
schools to offer breakfast after the bell 
if 70% or more of the school’s stu-
dents are eligible for free or reduced 
meals. The bill specifies that schools 
can decide a model that best suits 
their students, including breakfast in 
the classroom or breakfast after the 
first period. 

Rep. Alan Gray (D-St. Louis) pre-
filed a bill that would allow school 
districts to offer instruction on the 
criminal justice system in grades 
seven to 12. Emphasis will be on how 
the system works and career opportu-
nities in law enforcement. Input may 
be sought from local law enforcement 
organizations.

URBAN FARMS

Sharp pre-filed a bill (HB 1570) 
that would allow a tax credit for urban 
farms located in food deserts. 

HOUSING

Washington pre-filed a bill (SB 719) 
that would create a $5,000 tax credit 
for a first-time home buyer who pur-
chases an eligible blighted property. 

Collins pre-filed a bill (HB 1920) 
that would create civil rights for 
homeless people. This bill specifies 
that a person's rights, privileges or 
access to public services may not be 
denied because someone is homeless. 
The bill also specifies that a person 
experiencing homelessness has the 
right to move freely in public spaces, 
to camp in outdoor public spaces, to 
equal treatment by city and state agen-
cies, to emergency medical care, to a 
reasonable expectation of privacy for 
personal property and the right to vote.

MARIJUANA

Washington pre-filed a bill (SB 
793) that would expunge marijuana 

offenses if the person has been con-
victed after Dec. 31, 1997, and before 
Aug. 28, 2022, of marijuana posses-
sion of 35 grams or less. 

Mackey pre-filed a bill (HB 1867) 
that would prevent an officer's prob-
able cause to conduct a warrantless 
search of a motor vehicle, home or 
other private property as a result of the 
odor of marijuana.

SALES TAX EXEMPTION

Sharp pre-filed a bill that would 
authorize a sales tax exemption for 
diapers. 

Washington pre-filed a bill that 
would create a sales tax exemption for 
feminine hygiene products.

2022 Missouri Legislature: Find Out What Lawmakers Are Working on
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

T
he 2022 Kansas legislative ses-
sion will begin on Jan. 10. Here’s 
a look at some of the issues 

expected to be debated during the 
upcoming session. 

DRIVER’S LICENSE

SB 317-  Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau 
pre-filed a bill that would authorize 
specific individuals with revoked 
licenses to be eligible for restricted 
driving privileges. A person whose driv-
ing privileges were revoked for failure 
to comply with a traffic citation may 
submit a written request to the divi-
sion of vehicles for restricted driving 
privileges. 

The law expands eligibility for 
revoked driving privileges that allow 
people to drive back and forth from 
work and school and provides a pay-
ment plan on fines spread over 12 
months. 

CJ LOFTON

Sen. Faust-Goudeau also plans to 
introduce a bill to address the delay 
in time for bodycam footage requests 
from juvenile detention centers. The 
legislation comes after a strong push 
from citizens to see reform after the 
tragic passing of CJ Lofton in a JIAC 
facility. 

“The family requested the body cam 
video from the juvenile facility, but 
there was no sense of urgency because 
as the law currently stands, it doesn't 

specify when juvenile officers must 
turn in the footage,” said Sen. Faust-
Goudeau. 

SALES TAX

State Rep. Vic Miller pre-filed 
House Bill 2461, which attempts to 
eliminate the sales tax on all hygiene 
products like toothpaste, diapers, 
cleaning supplies, and more, which 
would significantly benefit lower-
income families. 

After Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly an-
nounced her “Axe the Tax” initiative 
to eliminate sales taxes on food, some 
state leaders are saying more needs to 
be done. 

When the South Central Kansas 

2022 Kansas Legislature: Find Out What Lawmakers Are Working on
By Malcolm Carter
The Community Voice

See KANSAS page 6



Kansas state senators David Haley (D-KCK) and Oletha Faust-Goudeau (D-
Wichita). are the only two African-American members in the Kansas Senate.  
Both are well known for working across the aisle to get favorable outcomes.  

In this 2019 photo, State Rep. Steven Roberts, D-St. Louis, shared news of the 
successful passage of a criminal justice reform bill.  Several criminal justice 
reform measurers have been introduced  for this year’s session.  
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legislative delegation met on Tuesday 
night, long-time health and fitness 
advocate Jane Byrnes suggested that 
Kansans be given a limited food tax 
break.

“Kansans will be educated if we 
remove the tax on healthful foods,” she 
said. 

Some legislators applauded Byrnes’ 
proposal, saying they wanted to remove 
the tax on essential food but not junk 
food. Rep. Bill Rhiley, a Wellington 
Republican, told Byrnes, “I am right on 
with what you’re saying.”

The forum was dominated by Wichita 
residents expressing concerns about 
the need for  funding to address mental 
health problems in the state.  Increased 
funding could help address the shortage 
of mental health professionals in the 
state, more may be needed.  

Mary Jones, the CEO of the Mental 
Health Association of South Central 
Kansas, said currently, there is only one 
behavioral health provider for every 
510 people in Kansas. With the growing 
demand, therapists and mental health 
providers said they need lawmakers’ 
help.  

MATERNITY DEATHS

Kansas lawmakers also plan to 
revisit SB 42, a bill sponsored by the 
Committee on Federal and State Affairs 
to study and investigate the reasons 
for maternal deaths in Kansas and to 
make recommendations for decreasing 
maternal deaths.  Maternal deaths are 
those that require while a woman is 
pregnant or within one year of giving 
birth.  

According to the Kansas Maternal 
Mortality Review Committee, case 
reviews of maternal deaths in the state 
between 2016 and 2018, homicide was 
the second leading cause of maternal 
deaths.  According to the report, 
substance abuse or mental health issues 
were responsible for more than half of 
pregnancy-related deaths.

Furthermore, African American 
women accounted for 14% of 
pregnancy-related deaths but only 7.1% 
of Kansas births.
CRITICAL RACE THEORY

In November, school board elections 
across Kansas were dominated by 
discussions about how race and history 
are taught in local school districts. 
Lawmakers have confirmed that they 
will discuss Critical Race Theory during 
the upcoming legislative session. 

Some legislators have already said 
they plan to introduce legislation to 
limit what can be taught about race 
and history, while others favor more 
inclusive teachings of history. At this 
point, the exact nature of the bills to 
"ban" CRT remains unclear.

Sen. Molly Baumgardner, 
R-Louisburg, and chair of the Senate 
Education Committee, said she agreed 
with this position that school districts 
should dictate curriculum but noted 
that statewide action was not out of the 
question.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Senator David Haley a member of 
the Kansas Criminal Justice Reform 
Commission, said the commission plans 
to bring several issues to the Senate 
floor in 2022. The commission was 
created by the Legislature in 2019 to 
review all aspects of the criminal justice 
system and make recommendations to 
the appropriate governing body. 

Senator Haley said expect a 
recommendation for the state to adopt 
a requirement for law enforcement 
agencies to collect data related to the 
race of citizens with whom they have 
contact. Although it appears African 
Americans are disproportionately 
stopped for traffic violations, without 

this data, it’s difficult to prove. 
Senator Haley expects the 

commission to look deeper at the 
various policing techniques, like the 
chokehold, or the no-knock warrant to 
determine whether or not these tactics 
are appropriate. He strongly wants the 
Kansas legislature to be at the forefront 
of proper policing. 
VOTING

As the ranking minority member 
of the Ethics, Elections, and Local 
Government Committee, Senator Haley 
says he is very aware of efforts made 
by the Kansas Legislator to marginalize 
communities of color through the 
redistricting process and says he is 
committed to fighting for a fair and true 
democracy. 

“ The redrawing of the (district) lines 
through redistricting, means so much 
not to just communities of color, but for 
progressive districts across Kansas, and 
the attempts to redraw the districts to 
dilute voices is diabolical and immoral,” 
said Haley. 

The Republican-controlled Legislature 
is expected to lean toward adopting 
congressional district boundaries that 
favor Republican candidates in each of 
the state’s four congressional districts. 
The GOP controls the 1st, 2nd, and 4th 
congressional districts, winning all three 
seats by wide margins in 2020. Map 
makers are targeting Sharice Davids, a 
Democrat who was elected in the 3rd 
District, which encompasses the Kansas 
City area..

KANSAS

from page 5

KS Reps. KC Ohaebosim, Valdenia Winn, and Gail Finney are three of six 
African Americans serving in the Kansas House.  



Kansas Black Legislative Day 

Office of the Governor
African American Affairs Commission

•Learn more about legislative issues & 
the impact they can have on African-Americans

• ADVOCACY TRAINING 

• VISIT WITH LEGISLATORS 

• VIP CLOSING RECEPTION 
  3-5 p.m. -- Sponsored by Gooch Strategies 
  Come meet key State personnel and elected officials

• CONNECT WITH OTHER  
COMMUNITY LEADERS & ACTIVISTS FROM 
ACROSS THE STATE  

SPONSORED BY:

WED. FEB. 9 
TOPEKA CAPITOL 
8 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Kansas State Conference 

of NAACP Branches

Registration Includes: 
continental breakfast, 
lunch, closing reception 
& 1 yr KBLC membership

15

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE IS 
MON., FEB. 7

$

register online@

myvoicetix.com
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Business & Technology

R
enauld Shelton and his brother 
Maurice Thomas began their 
clothing brand Material Opu-

lence in 2013, hoping to create 
a stylish product that uplifts and 
instills confidence and persever-
ance.

The two wanted to create a 
unique brand that’s thought 
provoking.

“The meaning behind 
Material Opulence is going from 
nothing and having materialistic 
dreams, to then grinding and 
persevering through your strug-
gles and achieving opulence and 
wealth,” Shelton said. “So going 
from nothing to something.”

The name choice, Material 
Opulence, has meaning.  While 
Material means the theory 
or attitude that physical well 
being and worldly possessions 
make up the greatest good and 
highest value in life, Opulence 
is having wealth. The brothers 
believe that material is where 
they are, but opulence is where 
they’re going.

Material Opulence has a wide 
variety of unisex, men’s and women’s 
products including graphic tees, track 

suits, beanies, trucker hats, bucket 
hats, sweater vests and cardigans.

Most of the products feature the 
Material Opulence logo, “MO,” or the 
slogan, “Our Dream. Our Struggle. 
Our Rise.”

“Premium is the type of look and 
feel that we have,” Shelton said. “We 
have a sophisticated style with more of 

an urban feel.”
Beanies and tracksuits are the 

brand’s most popular items, but 
Shelton said they are frequently 
releasing new products. In the 
new year, a new tie dye line will be 

released.
Material Opulence products are cur-

rently available for purchase online or 

in the sneaker store One Pair located 
at 5511 Troost Ave., KCMO.

Shelton is hoping to get Material 
Opulence in more stores in Kansas 
City as well as globally in the next few 
years.

Learn more about Material Opu-
lence at MaterialOpulence.com. 

Jazzlyn Johnson is a Report for 
America corps member based at The 
Community Voice covering Kansas 
City’s African-American community.

Material Opulence Clothing Brand Looking to Set the Trend
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

T
he Unified Government of 
Wyandotte County and Kansas 
City, KS, is looking to assist 

local KCK businesses through the new 
KCK Small Business Resiliency Grant 
Program.  The grant is adopted by the 
UG Board of Commissioners and is 
funded by the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). 

The UG Resiliency Grant was 
created to help reduce the financial 
strain on local businesses due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Grant funds can 
be used to help business continue 

to prepare for changes in the way 
consumers are doing business. This 
includes funding for upgrading web-
sites for e-commerce, buildings, and 
physical plants remediation to com-
ply with safety guidelines, software 
and technology upgrades, marketing 
and revenue loss.

Local businesses wanting to apply 
for this grant are asked to submit 
the required documentation through 
the Economic Development’s online 
applicant registration form at https://
bit.ly/3eWU7QY. 

Grant applicants are for eligible to 
apply for up to $10,000 in funding, 
and if awarded are not required to 

accept the full amount of awarded 
funds.  

Priority will be given to businesses 
with fewer than 25 employees, but 
local businesses may have up to 
100 employees. Eligible businesses 
need to be located in KCK and must 
demonstrate a need directly related to 
the pandemic. 

To apply, applicants will need to 
provide:

• 2019 and 2020 Tax Returns
• 2021 Occupational Tax Certifi-

cate
• Secretary of State Registration 

Certificate (if applicable)
• Lease Agreement or Real Estate 

Contract
If business owns property: Proof of 

2019 and 2020 Property Tax Payments
For each planned expenditure:
• Planned Expenditure Documen-

tation (at least one quote for each 
planned expenditure)

All businesses who receive grant 
funds are required to complete a 
business intake and two hours of 
business technical assistance training 
to assist with resiliency, sustainability 
and business planning.

Grant request applications will 
begin to be reviewed starting Jan. 4, 
2022.  The grant application process 
will remain open until all funds are 

distributed. 
“Small businesses are at the heart 

of our local economy,” said Unified 
Government Small Business Liaison 
Shaya Lockett. “These grants will 
provide much-needed assistance to 
help small businesses in KCK adopt 
new technology and tools to navigate 
the impacts of the pandemic on our 
economy.”

For questions, any application 
accommodations, including technical 
assistance about the Small Business 
Grant Program, contact KCKGMSSup-
port@iParametricsDS.com or 1-913-
386-7600. Phone hours are Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

KCK Small Businesses Can Get $10K from Resiliency Grant Program

W
ith their brand, Material 
Opulence, brothers Renauld 
Shelton and Maurice 

Thomas are building on a  historic 
industry.  

“My goal is to go full time with 
Material Opulence, create more jobs 
and rebuild the fashion community 
that Kansas City had back in the 
1900s,” Shelton said. “There's a gar-
ment district downtown and a lot of 
the fashion came through here, but it 
slowly faded away.”

For most of the 20th century, 
much of the everyday work garments 
and house dresses that Midwest-

erners wore came from downtown 
Kansas City manufacturers. Kansas 
City’s garment district stretched 
along Broadway Boulevard between 
Sixth and 11th Street between Wyan-
dotte and Washington Street.

Boosted by clothing manufactur-
ers who moved from the east to 
escape high taxes and high wage 
rates,by the late 1960s, the manu-
facturers employed more than 5,000 
workers, but by the 1980s, the boom-
ing industry disappeared in Kansas 
City as the demand for work clothes 
decreased and companies began 
doing business overseas.

Kansas City Has a Great Garment Manufacturing History 

The Donnelly Garment Company 
Courtesy of the National Archives at Kansas City

By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

Renauld Shelton and his brother Maurice Thomas are the creatives and entrepre-
neurs behind  Kansas City’s Material Oppulance Brand.  
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W
ichita Urban Professionals (ICT-
UP) has begun revitalizing its 
programming around its mission 

of developing and maintaining a network 
of Black leaders in Wichita. 

What began as an idea of Johnathan 
Long, a Wichita transplant, and a few 
friends in 2013 has developed into a 
growing professional network for Black 
leaders aged 25-40 to share ideas, obtain 
professional development training, and 
collaborate to overcome many of the chal-
lenges the Black community faces.

Jonathan, like many other young 
African-American professionals, looked 
for a support network of people that 
looked like them,” said Danielle Johnson, 
executive director of Wichita Habitat 
for Humanity and ICT-UP’s Networking 
Squad’s chairperson. “ICT-UP creates a 
space where they can find each other and 
share common experiences as well as 
build their networks.”  

The structure of ICT-UP allows mem-
bers to choose their level of involvement. 

By joining one of five squads, members 
can support the group in developing pro-
grams and events. Additionally, members 
can choose to participate in programs 
that fit their schedules and personal and 
professional objectives.

The five squads each take on different 
task reflecting the ICT-UP pillars. 

The Leadership Squad, headed by 
Johnson, Long and the other squad chairs, 
oversees and guides ICT-UP’s mission and 
vision. This squad serves as the top of the 
reporting structure and participation is by 
appointment only. 

The Networking Squad is respon-
sible for creating and executing ICT-UP’s 
dynamic social networking opportunities 
for Black professionals to engage further 
and build relationships throughout the 
greater community.

The Professional Development 
Squad aims to connect larger organiza-
tions, boards, etc., to a strong network of 
Black professionals to help them develop 
new skills, stay up-to-date on current 
trends, and advance their career.

The Community Outreach/Mem-
bership Squad maintains ICT-UP’s 

member information and finds ways for 
them to get involved and build relation-
ships with other organizations through 
volunteer opportunities.  

The College Engagement Squad 
serves as a bridge between ICT-UP and 
Wichita's various universities. They 
provide programs focused on mentor 
matching/shadowing and professional 
development for college students. 

ICT-UP is part of the Community Op-
erations Recovery Empowerment (CORE) 
program, which aims to improve Wichita's 
economic development, academic suc-
cess, civic engagement, and family 
involvement by collaborating with local 
organizations.

Outside of networking and professional 
development events, ICT-UP is looking to 
engage the community in ways that will 
have a long-lasting impact on the next 
generation of Black leaders in Wichita. 

With this passion, ICT-UP has 
sponsored several community events 
initiatives over the last year and a half, 
including hosting a panel discussion on 
increasing Black community civic engage-
ment including in the City of Wichita’s 

development process with the WSU Office 
of Engagement. 

In August, in collaboration with the 
Kansas African-American Museum and 
the Wichita Public Library, ICT-UP hosted 
a "Jim Crow Strikes Out" softball game in 
recognition of the historical 1925 exhibi-
tion game between the KKK and all-Black 
Wichita Monrovians. The collaboration 
brought a diverse group of Wichitans 
together for an evening of food, fun, and 
fellowship at McAdams Park.

In 2022, Johnson says each ICT-UP 
squad will begin hosting more squad-
related programming and continue 
to collaborate with other community 
organizations. 

Are you interested in becoming a 
member? Visit www.ictup.org for more 
information about ICT-UP and to fill out 
a membership form. Membership dues 
are $30 annually and can be paid via 
CashApp: $ictup2

Malcolm Carter is a Report for 
America corps member based at The 
Community Voice covering Wichita’s 

African-American community.

Group Revives With Focus on Wichita Black Professional Development
By Malcolm Carter
The Community Voice 

Last year, members of the Urban Professionals in collaboration with the Kansas 
African-American Museum hosted a “Jim Crow Strikes Out” softball game in 
recognition of the historic 1925 exhibition game between the KKK and the all-
Black Wichita Monrovians baseball team. 



A
s 2022 began, workers in 21 states 
saw a rise in their state's minimum 
wage, with states enacting bumps 

ranging from cents to dollars per hour.  
But an increase in the minimum wage in 
Kansas doesn’t even appear to be on the 
table and despite tons of COVID relief, in 
2021, members of the U.S. Senate failed 
on several occasions to pass an increase 
in the federal minimum wage.

ATTEMPTS TO RAISE THE FEDERAL 

MINIMUM WAGE 

The federal minimum wage was first 
created in 1938 as part of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, which originally set the 
minimum wage at $0.25 per hour. The 
federal minimum wage is not auto-
matically indexed to inflation or any other 
economic indicator, which means that 
it takes an act of Congress to raise the 
minimum. 

Historically, Congress has passed in-
creases every few years to reflect inflation 
and the changing purchasing power of 
the dollar. But the last minimum wage in-

crease took place in 2009 – 11 years ago 
– to $7.25 per hour, and the time between 
then and now represents the longest-ever 
period without an increase. 

At its peak in 1968, the minimum wage 
was worth $12.77 in 2020 dollars. When 
the last minimum wage increase took 
effect in 2009, the wage was worth $9.22 
per hour in 2020 dollars. This means that 
the real value of the cur-
rent $7.25 wage is down 
43% from its historical 
peak, down 21% since the 
last increase, and at one 
of its lowest-ever levels in 
recent history. 

President Joe Biden 
and some progressive 
Democrats have previ-
ously advocated for a $15 
federal minimum wage. By 
signing an executive order 
in April, Biden raised the 
minimum wage for federal 
contractors to $15. That 

increase will go into effect 
at the end of January.

However, attempts to 
bring a nationwide federal 
increase to fruition failed 
last February when the 
Senate parliamentarian 
ruled against including an 
increase in the minimum 
wage in the COVID relief 
bill. Following the Senate 
parliamentarian's ruling, 

Independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of 
Vermont introduced an amendment 
in March to try to raise the minimum 
wage. While its chances of passage were 
already slim given the narrowly divided 
Senate, eight Democrats voted against the 
amendment.

Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia, one 
of the Democrats who voted against the 
amendment, told CNN's Jake Tapper at 
the time that he'd like to see the federal 

Kellogg & Tyler

Mon-Sat 11AM - 8PM

Tuesday by appt. only

Cell: 316-641-4210

albkash50@icloud.com

Kansas and Federal Minimum Wage Still Lagging
• 21 States Saw Minimum Wage increases on January 1, including 
Missouri  

See WAGES page 9
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minimum wage increased to $11 and 
then “it should be indexed for inflation, 
so it never becomes a political football 
again.” 

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated in 2019 that a $15 minimum wage 
“would move, on net, roughly 1.3 million 
people out of poverty.”

KANSAS VERSUS MISSOURI 

The federal minimum wage is just one 
tool for increasing workers’ pay. Another 
major policy lever is state minimum 
wages and an overwhelming number of 
states have increased their minimum 
wage above the federal level.  While many 
of the states that have raised their mini-

mum wages have a higher cost of living, 
the real value of the minimum wage in 
Kansas relative to the state’s cost of living 
made Kansas’ minimum wage the 13th 
lowest in the country.  

Missouri is one of several states  that 
had a minimum wage increase at the 
beginning of this year. In 2018 Missouri 
residents passed a proposition that 
gradually increased the statewide mini-
mum wage to $12 over five years.  Last 
year that rate was $10.31 per hour with 
the approved proposition increasing 
the minimum wage 85 cents  each year 
through 2023. All private businesses 
are required to pay the minimum wage, 
except retail and service businesses 
whose gross annual sales are less than 
$500,000. 

At last year’s $10.31 per hour, the 
Missouri minimum wage compared to 
the state’s cost of living placed the state’s 

minimum wage as the 9th highest in 
comparison to the state’s cost of living.  

$
15 an hour, it’s a milestone 
fast-food workers have been 
trying to achieve since 2012. But 

nine years later, only two states have 
reached that level, New York and Cali-
fornia, the two states with the highest 
cost of living in the country.

However, never fear, where govern-

ment has failed, private employers 
are finally stepping in on their own, 
offering substantially higher mini-
mum hourly pay.  A tight labor market 
resulted in many companies, ranging 
from banks to retailers to pizzerias, 
hiking wages for hourly workers to 
attract and retain staff. 

This year marked the first time that 
the average wage of restaurant and 
supermarket workers rose above $15 
an hour, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Wages and salaries 
increased 4.2% for the 12 months 
ended in September 2021, the BLS 
found.

Other employers have surpassed 
the $15 benchmark already. Amazon 
has paid its workforce at least $15 an 
hour since 2018 and began offering 
new hires an average of $18 an hour 
this September.

 Costco raised its minimum wage 
to $17 an hour in October. Full-time 

employees of crafting retailer Hobby 
Lobby earn at least $18.50 an hour 
effective Jan. 1. 

T-Mobile is paying its 75,000-per-
son workforce at least $20 an hour. 
And Bank of America has pledged to 
pay hourly workers $25 an hour by 
2025.

Private Employers Heeding the Call for $15 Per Hour Minimum, and More

WAGES

from page 8
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colleagues of color faced that day. 
Crow told his Democratic colleague 
Rep. Val Demings, a Black former 
Orlando police chief who was also 
trapped in the gallery, that he didn’t 
realize at the time how difficult it 
would be for members of color to 
disguise themselves from the mob.

“Jason shared after all of it with 
me that for him — these are his 
words — as a White male he could 
take off his pin, or he could keep 
his pin and run over to the other 
side with the Republicans and stand 
there and people may not know the 
difference,”Demings said.

Rep. Jim Himes (D-Conn.) also 
reflected on his ability to blend in 
more easily.

“I think to myself, well, if I need 
to, I can untuck my shirt, I can throw 
my jacket away. I’m a White guy,” 
Himes said. “There’s actually a rea-
sonable probability that I get through 

this crowd, 
right? In retrospect, I reflected on the 
fact that that was not true for Ilhan 
Omar,” he said, referring to the Black 
Democrat from Minnesota.

Crow himself called the interaction 
that day a “learning moment.”

“It wasn’t until that day when I was 
on the receiving end of the violence of 
White supremacy in our nation that I 
understood,” he said.

Rep. Andy Kim 

The attack finally ended and the 
Capitol was secured. The rioters 

were allowed to peacefully leave the 
complex and lawmakers who stayed to 
finish the certification of the election 
went home. The images that surfaced 
online and on television showed the 
Capitol’s janitorial staff, the majority 
of them people of color, sweeping the 
broken glass and scrubbing the walls.

Rep. Andy Kim (D-N.J.) joined 
them, getting on his hands and knees 
to pick up water bottles, clothing, 
Trump flags and U.S. flags. The son 
of Korean immigrants and, in 2018, 
the first Asian American to represent 
New Jersey in Congress, Kim reflected 
at the time how he, a person of color, 
was cleaning up after people who 
waved white supremacist symbols like 
the Confederate flag during the melee.

While he hadn’t considered race at 
the time, Kim told the AP shortly after 
the attack, “It’s so hard because we 
don’t look at each other and see each 
other as Americans first.”
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(L-R) Paul Jones, president of the Northeast Optimist Club, and 
members Bob Milan, Sr., and Phil Jones presented a $1,000 check 
to Arica Roland, Executive Director of Friends of Yates to help make 
sure children residing in the Yates’ Joyce H. Williams/Della Gill 
Center have a special Christmas. 

The Northeast Optimists, part of a worldwide volunteer organiza-
tion, has been a long-time community partner to the Friends of Yates 
Gill/Winter Center, the only domestic violence agency in Kansas City, 
KS.  

Both organizations share a vision and passion for supporting 
the youth of Wyandotte County.  Motivated to bring out the best 
in children and in their communities, the northeast Optimist Club 
recognizes and supports Friends of Yates in their mission to provide 
a full menu of community care, support services and advocacy 
for victims/survivors of domestic violence and their children.  For 
more information on how you can support Friends of Yates call 
913.321.1566 or visit their website at www.friendsofyates.org.

NE Optimist Club Make Christmas 
Contribution to Friends of YatesM

u Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
culminated 2021 with some surprising stats and an 
extensive list of community projects and sorority 

events.  
Under outgoing president Jauqua Preston Wilkens, the 

chapter saw their membership grow to 192 active members, a 
record number in Mu Omega Chapter history.  That number 
was reached in part by initiating 35 new members and reacting 
35 members.  In another first, the newly initiated members 
collected more than 2,700 Soles for Souls as their Service 
Project

 The chapter executed the sorority’s overall theme of “Exem-
plifying Excellence through Sustainable Service” through their 
participation in a huge number of community service projects. 
In the midst of the pandemic, the chapter members took full 
advantage of zoom and offered two college fairs highlight-
ing Historically Black Colleges, several zoom conferences on 
women’s issues including breast cancer awareness, celebrating 
care givers, and mental health and in the area of the arts, they 
aired a virtual evening showcasing talents within the Kansas 
City area.  

Meredyth Vick, the chapter Vice-President was the Com-
mander-in-Chief for all service projects. Vick assumes the role 
of chapter president this year.  

The chapter also held a leadership workshop, helped spon-
sor a candidate’s forum for the Wyandotte County elections 
held in November and participated in a joint virtual day at 
the capitol with nearly 400 AKA’s attending from around the 
Midwest.  

It wasn’t all work and no play for Mu Omega.  The chapter 
participated in several fun activities led by the Membership and 
Sisterly Relations team. Activities were held as Zoom meetings 
or during monthly chapter meetings also held by Zoom. This or 
That, Kahoot, Shine and Wine, picture painting, and Bingo were 
some of the activities held.

Mu Omega members chose among their ranks a Member of 
the Year for 
2020 and 
2021. The 
honors were 
bestowed 
upon 
Gwendolyn 
Squires, 
Ed.D for 
2020 and 
Joyce-
lyndiane 
Strickland 
Egans for 
2021. Each 
were honored for their donations of service, time and talent 
as a member of the chapter. They received standing ovations 
from the chapter members as well plaques commemorating 
the occasion.

The chaptercelebrated Pearl Members: Juanita Bradley 
(deceased since honoring), Charlotte Goodseal, Bobbie Saulet, 
Emogene McMurtrey and Marie Hamilton; and Silver Members: 

Meredyth Vick and Sandra Jacobs.
They also celebrated the lives and legacy 

of two chapter members who will be missed: 
Juanella Bradley and Melonie Gilmore.

MU Omega Concluded an Exceptional Year of Sisterhood and Service

Gwendolyn 
Squires, Ed.D. 

Mu Omega Member 
of the Year 2020

Joycelyndiane 
Strickland Egans

Mu Omega Member 
of the Year, 2021 
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112021 Year-in-Review

The Community Voice’s Most Popular Stories of 2021

IRS Will Issue Monthly Stimulus Checks USDA Expands SNAP Benefits During Pandemic to 
Help Students Pursuing Postsecondary Education

Maxine Waters Introduces Bill to Increase Payout to 
Exonerees by 40%

F
ormer Kansas University student Albert 
Wilson’s case gained national attention 
when he was convicted of rape and sen-

tenced to 12 years in prison in 2019. The “he 
said, she said” case and conviction without 
any DNA evidence screamed foul play and 
Wilson’s friends wouldn’t let the case rest. 

With new attorneys, Wilson was able to get 
a hearing largely on the grounds 
of ineffective appointed counsel, 
who admitted he failed to review 
all the submitted evidence, 
much of which tarnished the 
girl’s credibility. As the result of 
the hearing held in March, the 
judge issued Wilson a new trail 
and ordered his release from 
jail.   

Just before Christmas, the 
Douglas County District Attorney 
announced she would not seek 

a new trial in the case and, instead, she set 
a restorative justice hearing with Wilson and 
his accuser, which is a meeting between both 
parties to discuss how to repair the harm and 
heal. What occurred in the session is confi-
dential, but Wilson’s legal team said they are 
happy the case is finally resolved, especially 
without it having to go back to trial. 

Albert Wilson to Receive New Trial, 
Will Be Released on Bond









A
s much as we try, it’s hard for us to predict which of the 
thousands of stories we report on or share will catch the 
most attention.  They’re not always our favorites or the 

ones we feel are the most impactful, but there’s something 
about them that obviously caught on, since these stories gener-

ated the most page views in 2021 on our website Communi-
tyVoiceKS.com.  

Since a lot of people find our stories through our social 
media posts, we realize this list is heavily impacted by the inter-

est of our “friends,” their friends, the lack or abundance of hot 
news stories that day, the time of day the stories were posted and 
even the weather.  What we’re saying is there’s nothing particu-
larly scientific about this list, but we feel it’s a fair representation 

of the whole of our stories this year.  
Like our print edition, there’s a mix of state, local, and 

national news.  Black-Business-related stories were popular as 
were social justice issues.  We were also pleased with how well a 
few of our Black History stories placed.  

We’ve made it easy for you to read any of these stories by 
compiling them on one page on our website under a Year-End-
Review tab. 

By Bonita Gooch & Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

A
s millions of Americans were feeling an 
economic burden from the pandemic, 
in January, the US Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) expanded their Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) eligibility 
to students attending institu-
tions of higher learning who 
are eligible to participate in 
the state or federally financed 
work study program or who 
were eligible for a maximum 
Pell Grant.  

Students who are eligible 
are able to receive SNAP 
benefits until 30 days after 
the COVID-19 public health 
emergency is lifted.  

Since then, the Biden Administration ap-
proved the increase of food stamp assistance to 
more than 25% above pre-pandemic levels. It’s 
the single largest increase in the program’s his-
tory. That increase started in October. 

T
his story was one of our most 
popular because of how much 
it could positively impact those 

who have been wrongly convicted. In 
June, Congresswoman Maxine Waters 
(D-CA) introduced the Justice for 
Exonerees Act that would increase by 
40% the amount of money wrongly 
convicted exonerees in federal prison 
are eligible to receive. The bill was re-
ferred to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary and there hasn’t been any ac-
tion on it since. If passed, it would be 
the first time in two decades the payout 

for damages for a wrongly convicted individual 
is updated. 

W
hen we ran this story in April 
2021, it seemed unbelievable 
enough to attract readers looking 

for clarification of the rumored enhance-
ment of the Federal Earned Income Tax 
Credit program.   from an annual program 
to monthly.  Since July, the families of 
61 million children have been receiving 
advanced payments on the child tax credit, 
which was expanded this year to $3,000 
from $2,000, with an extra $600 for chil-
dren under the age of 6. The first half was 

delivered in monthly deposits. 
To qualify, a couple had to earn less than 

$150,000 per year and single parent had to 
earn less than $75,000 per year.  

However the expanded credit was only 
funded through the end of 2021 and efforts 
to continue the program have been stalled 
by the failure of the Senate to pass the 
Build Back Better Bill.  Without the credit, 
some 10 million children will fall into pov-
erty or further into poverty, according to the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. 
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New Jackson County Jail To Displace 100 Mobile Home Residents Meet Mayor Lucas’ New Wife, Baby 

Three WyCo Police Officers Charged in Hit and Run, 
Another Charged After Hiring a Prostitute

KC Daiquiri Shop Pivots 
Through COVID and Thrives

KC’s Black-Owned Beauty Supply Stores Ask for Support





N
early 100 mobile home residents at Heart Village 
were at odds with Jackson County after it was 
announced the mobile home park would be the 

site of the new Jackson County Jail and that all residents 
would have to find a new home.  

We were one of the first to break the story and provide 
reactions from a resident living in the mobile home park 
who had been leasing her home on a rent-to-own basis.  
The resident expressed her fear and frustration that she 
wouldn’t be able find a new place that would rent to her 
and her seven children at an affordable price. 

After a coalition of residents organized and demanded 
the county give them cash assistance, the county agreed it 
would give each resident $10,000 for relocation expenses. 
Residents will have to relocate by February and some have 

already accepted their payment and moved out. The new 
jail is set to open in fall 2024. 

A
fter years of swirling accusations of misconduct 
at the Kansas City, KS, Police Department, local 
activists were relieved to see some accountability 

last January when Wyandotte County District Attorney 
Mark Dupree announced he was filing criminal charges 
against four local officers. 

Three officers were charged with trying to cover up 
a hit-and-run crash and the fourth officer was charged 
with trying to hire a person selling sexual relations. 

After filing the charges, Dupree announced the 
establishment of a Community Integrity Unit hotline, a 
number where community members can call to report 
police misconduct for the DA’s staff to look into.  Since 
then, activist groups including Justice for Wyandotte 
and MORE2 have been demanding increased 
accountability within the department and for federal 

investigation of the department.
In May the city appointed Karl Oakman, a former 

KCPD deputy chief, as the city’s new police chief.  He 
replaced long-term Kansas City Police Chief Terry Zeigler, 
who announced his retirement in Sept. 2019 under a 
cloud of suspicion. 

A
fter our Kansas City reporter came across a Facebook 
Live video of James Davis, owner of Your Beauty 
Supply in Lee’s Summit, talking about the many 

challenges he faces as one of 
the few local Black owners 
of a beauty supply store, we 
reached out to him and other 
local Black beauty supply 
owners to dig deeper. 

There are only five Black-
owned beauty supply stores in 
KC, an industry that is a staple 
in the Black community, but 
largely dominated and owned 

by Korean-Americans. Our story dove into the challenges 
blocking Black beauty supply owners from success and 
how the community could help. 

It turns out Kansas City’s 
Black-community was pleased to 
know about these Black-owned 
stores.  

Since running the story, Clark’s 
Beauty Supply owner Regina Clark 
expressed how much the article 
helped her business. An  increase 
in customers showed their 
support for her and she was able 
to move to a larger storefront.

W
hen the COVID-19 pandemic forced Calvin Vick and Kinley 
Strickland to close down their popular KC Daiquiri Bar in 
Kansas City’s Power and Light District, the duo had just 

completed a very successful first year.  Featured in our series “Shift, 
Pivot, Thrive,” the entreprenurs shared how they successfully pivoted 
to thrive, just not survive the pandemic.  

When the state authorized “to-go” alcohol sells as a way to help 
struggling restaurants and bars, the duo pivoted successfully with 
their to-go gallon-jug-sized daiquiris available in more than 10 flavors. 

The business continued to pivot and find success in 2021 with 
the owners opening KC Daiquiri Shop Bistreaux, a family-friendly 
restaurant with a sophisticated creole menu, located at 8725 Metcalf 
Ave, Overland Park.   The duo also opened a KC Daiquiri Shop at the 
KC Monarch Stadium at the Legends in Wyandotte County and have 
big plans for more expansion soon. 

W
hen Kansas City Mayor Quinton Lucas announced both 
his new marriage and new baby in April, many people 
were shocked. Few people knew he was dating, or that he 

was expecting to be a father. Lucas revealed he and his new wife, 
Katherine Carttar, had been together long before he was elected 
mayor in 2019.  The couple married on April 9 and their son was 
born on April 19.  Carttar is an administrator with the Wyandotte 
County Unified Government.  

The latest on the Lucas family is they all tested positive for 
COVID-19 just after the New Year. Lucas said the family is doing all 
right and encourages everyone to get vaccinated and boosted. 

Lucas also announced this year that he is planning to run for re-
election.  His current term ens in 2023. 
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Vice-Mayor Brandon Johnson’s Response 
Concerning Wichita Eagle Story

Black-Owned Burger Spot 
Thrives in the Community

WPD Officer DL Watson is Focusing on 
Rehabilitation Over Incarceration  

Black Quarterback Super Bowl Winners: 
Mahomes Makes 3, With More Ready to Go

Serena Williams Turns 
Heads at Austrailan Open 
In One-legged Catsuit





W
hen just days before the Novem-
ber elections, The Wichita Eagle 
released a scathing and long 

investigative piece that implied Wichita 
Vice Mayor Brandon Johnson was secur-
ing high-dollar grants and jobs for friends, 
The Community Voice provided him a 
platform to respond.  

Initially, Johnson said he wasn’t go-
ing to respond to the piece he called 
“disrespectful” and “a sensational-
ized political hit piece.”  But, he 
said he felt he owed it to his 
constituents to respond.  

So far, no charges or 
repercussions have come 
from the claims in the article 
and Johnson easily won re-
election.  

S
port Burger, a small drive-thru-
only burger spot in Northeast 
Wichita may be easy to drive by and 

ignore, but for those who are regulars, 
there’s no better place to get a burger 
in Wichita.  You might draw that same 
conclusion if you drive up to the diner 

window during lunch time  and see 
the long line of cars waiting patiently 
to get one of their hand-formed fresh 
hamburgers. Our  now monthly stories 
highlighting a Black-owned restaurant 
are popular reads, but this one topped 
the list this year.

After a stream of articles about bad policing, it felt rewarding to 
present this story about a cop doing great things in our com-

munity.  Officer Donielle “DL” Watson, who grew up in the streets 
of Northeast Wichita, is leading a program to help save boys of color 
from the tragic missteps so many others have taken.  

Watson is part of the Wichita Police Department’s Juvenile 
Intervention Unit (JUI) aimed at proactively addressing and 
reducing youth involvement in gangs and illegal behavior. 
The unit works under the premise that appropriate 
and non-violent interactions between youth and 
law enforcement officers can significantly reduce 
juvenile arrests 

As a former gang member himself, for Watson, 
this work is more than a job.

W
hen we first posted this story ahead 
of the 2019 Super Bowl, we never 
thought it would gain a life of its 

own.  This is one of two viral stories on our 
website that seem to never die.  Month-
after-month, and year-after-year this story 
remains one of the most-read stories on our 
site.  Again this year it was one of our top 10 
stories.  We updated the story in 2020 after 
Patrick Mahomes led the Chiefs to victory in 
Super Bowl LIV.  



T
ennis player Serena Williams had ten-
nis fans – and more – talking after she 
appeared on court at the Australian 

Open in a one-legged cat suit.  When, Will-
liams revealed the outfit was inspired by 
track star Florence “Flo-Jo” Joyner Griffith, 
our graphic artist compiled a side-by-side 
graphic of the two that attracted a lot of 
attention on the web. 

Read all our most popular stories of 2021 on our website 

www.communityvoiceks.com
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Henry ‘Box’ Brown Mailed Himself to Freedom Oklahoma Almost Became a Black State

The Plot to Kill Martin Luther King Jr.:
A Conspiracy or Fact?

What has Obama Done 
For African Americans?



MISSED A STORY?
Read it online

@
www.communityvoiceks.com

T
his story was the most popular  of our 2021 Black 
History Fact of the Day series. Few have heard of the 
man, Henry Brown, who was born into slavery in 

Virginia, but mailed himself out of slavery in 1849. With 
the help of White abolitionists, Brown was shipped in a 
box and 27 hours later, found freedom in Philadelphia. 
The box was three feet long, two feet wide, and two-and-a-
half feet deep. 

T
his story compiled Atty. William Pepper’s conclusions 
that Martin Luther King Jr. was murdered in a 
conspiracy instigated by FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, 

the military and Memphis police. 
Pepper wrote three books on the 
conspiracy to kill King and in 1999, 
he represented the King family in a 
wrongful death lawsuit that they won. 

Amazingly, neither this ruling 
nor Pepper’s research has 
garnered much attention from the 
mainstream media, which continues 
to feed us the official line that King 
was the victim of James Earl Ray, a 
bitter racist acting on his own to kill 
King.

It’s a complex conspiracy theory 
that the King family and Civil Rights 

leaders of the ’60s strongly believe.   This King 
Holiday, maybe its time to read this story and 
draw your own conclusion.  

A
s part of our annual well researched and informative Black History 
Month Section, we compiled this story about how lawmakers 
considered making Oklahoma an all-Black state. Oklahoma was 

settled early by Native Americans, who were removed from their lands in 
the eastern U.S., and their slaves who accompanied them. Once the slaves 
were freed, they were able to own land in the unsettled parts of Oklahoma.  
With just Indians and Blacks, and few if any Whites, Oklahoma became 
an attractive area for Blacks to move to, and that they did, establishing a 
number of all-Black towns.

Former Black state auditor of Kansas E.P. McCabe asked Congress to 
designate Oklahoma as a Black state, and word brought people in from 
Southern states. However, as White settlers began moving into the state, 
tensions mounted between Whites and Blacks, and a White group fought 
against the move of turning Oklahoma into a Black state. 

T
his is another story with a life of its own. We first ran this story, which 
came strictly from a press release issued by President Obama’s 
communication dept. in 2016 as he exited office.  Just like our 

quarterback story, this one never dies and is consistently one of our top 
stories each month and year.  We’re not sure who’s reading, those who love 
or hate Obama, but certainly it’s a popular and informative story worth your 
read.  

VOICE
THE Community

A trusted voice from the community’s perspective  

Volume 28 Number 6 www.communityvoiceks.com mArCH 18, 2021
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They Did, When 
Others Didn’t 

Free 

23

Black Lives Matter

Changes Made
Since Ahmaud Arbery   

These Role Models
Will Inspire You

Black Men 
Run KC 

FLIPPING FOR REAL: How To Become Successful Flipping Homes A must-read for 
changing your 
financial 
situation.By Emanuel Dace       Available NOW at Walmart, Amazon & Lulu.com

Albert Wilson
Gets New Trial

Evidence Was 
Ignored, Says Judge

$90 Million Creates Internal Turmoil  



A
t this point in the pandemic, 
you or someone you know has 
probably received at least one 

COVID-19 test. But do you know 
which kind of test you got and the 
strengths and weaknesses of these 
different tests?

Two major types of tests are used to 
diagnose infection with SARS-CoV-2: 
molecular tests – better known as PCR 
tests – and antigen tests. Each detects 
a different part of the virus, and how it 
works influences the test’s speed and 
relative accuracy.

So what are the differences between 
these types of tests?

PCR TESTS

The first step for either kind of test is 
to get a sample from the patient. This 
can be a nasal swab or a bit of saliva.

For PCR tests, the next step is 
amplification of genetic material so 
that even a small amount of corona-
virus genes in the patient’s sample 
can be detected. This is done using a 
technique called a polymerase chain 
reaction. It’s very complex process that 
requires a laboratory machine to re-
peat a heating-and-cooling cycle of the 
sample 30 to 40 times until there are a 
billion copies of the original piece. 

The amplifying property of PCR 
allows the test to successfully detect 
even the smallest amount of corona-

virus genetic material in a sample. 
This makes it a highly sensitive and 
accurate test with accuracy that ap-
proaches 100%. It is the gold standard 
for diagnosing SARS–CoV–2.

However, PCR tests have some 
weaknesses too. They require a skilled 
laboratory technician and special 
equipment to run them, and the am-
plification process can take an hour or 
more from start to finish. Usually only 
large, centralized testing facilities – 
like hospital labs – can conduct many 
PCR tests at a time. Between sample 
collection, transportation, amplifica-
tion, detection and reporting, it can 
take from 12 hours to five days for a 
person to get results back. And finally, 
they aren’t cheap at $100 or more 
per test.

ANTIGEN TESTS

Rapid, accurate tests are essen-
tial to contain a highly contagious 
virus like SARS-CoV-2. PCR tests are 
accurate but can take a long time to 
produce results. Antigen tests, the 
other major type of coronavirus test, 
while much faster, are less accurate.

Antigens are substances that cause 
the body to produce an immune re-
sponse – they trigger the generation of 
antibodies. These tests use lab-made 
antibodies to search for antigens from 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

To run an antigen test, 
you first treat a COVID 
test sample with a liquid 
containing salt and soap that 
breaks apart cells and other 
particles. Then you apply 
this liquid to a test strip that 
has antibodies specific to 
SARS-CoV-2 painted on it in a 
thin line.

Just like antibodies in 
your body, the ones on the 
test strip will bind to any 
antigen in the sample. If the 
antibodies bind to corona-
virus antigens, a colored 
line appears on the test strip 
indicating the presence of 
SARS-CoV-2.

Antigen tests have a num-
ber of strengths. First, they 
are so easy to use that people with no 
special training can perform them and 
interpret the results – even at home. 
They also produce results quickly, 
typically in less than 15 minutes. 
Another benefit is that these tests can 
be relatively inexpensive, at around 
$10-$15 per test.

Antigen tests do have some draw-
backs. Depending on the situation, 
they can be less accurate than PCR 
tests. When a person is symptomatic 
or has a lot of virus in their system, 
antigen tests are very accurate. 
However, unlike molecular PCR tests, 
antigen tests don’t amplify the thing 
they are looking for. This means there 
needs to be enough viral antigen in the 

sample for the antibodies on the test 
strip to generate a signal. When a per-
son is in the early stages of infection, 
not a lot of virus is in the nose and 
throat, from which the samples are 

taken. So antigen tests can miss early 
cases of COVID-19. It’s also during this 
stage that a person has no symptoms, 
so they are more likely to be unaware 
they’re infected.
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S
ome COVID-19 at-home test kits will 
cost more – if you can find them.

Walmart, Kroger and Amazon 
had been selling over-the-counter tests "at 
cost" with a discount of up to 35% from re-
tail prices for the last three months as part 
of a deal with the Biden administration.

Walmart said in a statement to USA 
Today that the program ended in mid-
December, but that it held the price of the 
Abbott BinaxNOW kits at $14 through the 
holidays. The price recently increased to 
$19.88 for the two-test kits.

At Kroger, the price of the two-test 
BinaxNOW antigen kits is now $23.99.

“We fulfilled our commitment to the 
Biden administration to sell at cost for 100 
days and that pricing program has now 
phased out and retail pricing has been 
reinstated,” Kroger said in a statement to 
USA Today.

At-home rapid COVID-19 tests are 
usually available at pharmacies like Wal-
greens, Walmart and CVS, and via online 
retailers like Amazon. 

Which COVID Test Should You Take?
• There are two basic types of COVID tests available: PCR and 
Antigen.  Which is the best for you and your situation?  We look at 
the pros and cons of both to help you make a decision.  

At-Home COVID Test May Get More Expensive Missouri Offering Free At-Home COVID-19 Tests





There are two types of COVID test available. The Antigen test (above) can be 
administered at home.  

PCR  - vs - Antigen COVID Tests
      PCR                              Antigen

PROS

CONS 

•Accurate • Short turn around time 
• Can be completed at home 
• Less expensive  

•Long turnaround for results 
• Must be analyzed by a lab 
• Expensive 
• Often long lines for testing 

•Not as accurate in early   
      stages of COVID 

V

I
f you live in Missouri and can’t find an 
appointment for a COVID-19 test, the 
state is offering free at-home PCR CO-

VID-19 tests that can be shipped directly 
to you. The at-home tests can detect the 
omicron variant.

Here’s how to order yours: 
Missouri residents can order tests from 

the Missouri Dept. of Health at https://bit.
ly/31v549v. If the site tries to charge you, 
use MOPROMO for it to be free.

After self-collection by easy-to-follow 
instructions with a nasal swab, the kit is 

returned to a laboratory free of charge via 
FedEx. You must provide an email address 
in order to receive the test result. Once 
ordered, the kit arrives in two days.

The kit is good for six months. Once 
the sample has been collected, it must be 
packaged in the prepaid FedEx shipping 
envelope (according to directions) and 
returned to a FedEx collection site within 
24 hours.

You can only request one testing kit at a 

time and can only receive another one after 
submitting your first test to a state lab.
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A 
record 13.6 million Americans had already signed 
up for health coverage for 2022 on the Affordable 
Care Act marketplaces by mid-December, the 

Biden administration announced last month.
Open enrollment for the marketplace began Nov. 1 

and ends Jan. 15.
The 13.6 million enrollment number includes 

people who used state-run marketplaces, in addi-
tion to those who enrolled through the federally run 
Healthcare.gov portal that handles sign-ups for more 
than 30 states.

The previous marketplace enrollment record was 
12.7 million in 2016, the final year of President Barack Obama’s 
administration. Enrollment largely stagnated under President 
Donald Trump, who cut tens of millions of dollars in funding for 
navigators, who help people sign up for coverage.

President Joe Biden’s top health advisers credited the increased 
government subsidies, which lowered out-of-pocket costs, for the 
surge in enrollment. They also said enhanced personal assistance 
and outreach helped connect more people to health insurance plans.

The big driver behind the enrollment gains is new discounts 
on premiums.

As part of a COVID-19 relief bill passed this year, Congress in-
creased the subsidies consumers receive when they enroll in health 
insurance via the marketplace. CMS said 92% of people in Health-

Choices Medical Clinic, Inc.

Are you pregnant?
    • Compassionate care for 

     unplanned pregnancy

  • Free and Confidential 
    Services

         Clinic:

  (316)  687-2792

Clinic Cell: 

  (316) 303-5363

choicesmedicalclinic.org  

538 S. Bleckley Dr. 

Wichita, KS 67218

Serving Wichita for over 20 years.

Record Number of Americans Sign Up for ACA Health Insurance
By Phil Galewitz & Andy Miller
Kaiser Health Network

A
fter three years on the transplant list, 
KS Rep. Gail Finney finally received 
the call she had been waiting for on 

Monday, Jan. 3. There was a kidney match 
and she just had hours to get to Kansas City 
for the transplant.  

“My New Year’s gift was a kidney,” said 
Finney, and there wasn’t any gift she wanted 
more.

If you didn’t know Finney was on the 
transplant list, you’re not alone.  While she 
didn’t keep it a secret, she didn’t blast her 
health issues on social media either.  

If you looked at her, you probably never 
thought she was ill.  The petite, 50-some-
thing, was always out and energetically 
working in the community.

Finney says her health care issues began 
in 2004 with complications from Lupus, an 
autoimmune disease, which means that 
your immune system — the body system 
that usually fights infections — attacks 
healthy tissue instead. Lupus attacked 
Finney’s kidneys.  

She moved back to Wichita from Dallas 
to be near family and friends and began 
dialysis.  She was on dialysis for about a year 

when her doctor suggested an innovative 
chemotherapy treatment.  Almost miracu-
lously, her lupus went into remission.

“They thought I would only be in re-
mission for four or five years at the most,” 
said Finney. So when she was elected to the 
Kansas House of Representatives in 2008, 
she never thought she’d feel healthy enough 
to serve 13 years.   

She remained relatively healthy until 
2018. Finney blames the change on overex-
tending herself on some particularly stress-
ful issues in the com-
munity.  In December 
of that year, she had 
a heart attack, her 
kidney capacity 
began diminish-
ing again and she 
was put on the 
t r a n s p l a n t 
list. The past 
three years 
she’s been 
in a battle 
to keep up 
her kidney 
f u n c t i o n 
while wait-
ing  f o r  a 

kidney match.  
A few weeks ago, her kidney function 

dropped to almost 10%, but she was able 
to get it back up a few points, staving off a 
return to dialysis.  For Finney, this kidney 
match came just in the nick of time.  

From all indications, Finney says the 
transplant is a huge success.  She’ll have to 
stay in Kansas City for two weeks of follow-
up checkups.  After that, she’ll recuperate 
in Wichita for 10 weeks.

It’s a schedule that will have her missing 
a great deal of this year’s legislative session.  
While she won’t be able to handle the daily 
rigors of the session, she says she commit-

ted to keeping up with and being heard on 
the issues, particularly those that are of 
most importance to her constituents.  

When needed on close issues, 
Finney says she’ll make the trip 
to Topeka to cast her vote.  

What she’s most excited 
about is the additional energy 
she’ll have with her new kidney 
to fight for the interests of her 
constituents.  

“If you thought I had energy 
before,” said Finney, “wait till 
you see me with this kidney 
upgrade.”  

Rep. Finney Recovering from Kidney Transplant
By Bonita Gooch
The Community

Finney



care.gov states will get the tax credits for 2022 coverage. Xavier 
Becerra, secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, said that for four in five enrollees, monthly premiums 
cost $10 or less, which he said is “less than going to a movie.”

 Moreover, more than 400,000 people will receive tax credits 
for 2022 coverage, to date, that would have been inaccessible to 
them prior to the ARP.

In addition, the federal government is using four times the 
number of navigators, or insurance counselors, to help people 
sign up for insurance.

In non-expansion states, “our outreach efforts have been so 
robust this year,’’ said Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, administrator 

of the Centers for 
Medicare & Medic-
aid Services.

E n r o l l m e n t 
has jumped more 
in states that have 
n o t  e x p a n d e d 
Medicaid because 
they have more 
uninsured resi-
dents than expan-
s ion s ta tes .  In 
expansion states, 
people with in-
comes from 100% 

to 138% of the federal poverty level — about $12,880 and 
$17,770 for an individual — can enroll in Medicaid. In states that 
haven’t expanded the program, they can get subsidies to enroll 
in private plans through the Affordable Care Act marketplaces.

Another driver of enrollment is that some people may have 
lost job-based coverage during the pandemic and are seeking 
insurance on their own.

The marketplaces also offer consumers more choices than 
in previous years. The average consumer now has between six 
and seven insurers to choose from, up from four to five in 2021, 
federal officials said.

Individuals Who Selected a Marketplace Plan

U.S. Total

Kansas 

Missouri 

13,000,000

102,573

241,982

12,004,365

 88,627

215,311

12,681,874

 101,555

290,201

8,019,763

 57,013

152,335

* **

2022 2021 2016 2014

*includes numbers from state marketplace **Last year of the Obama administration.  Numbers decreased 
under Trump   

2022 MARKETPLACE 

OPEN ENROLLMENT
The last day to apply 
for health 
insurance 
for 2022 
coverage 
in Kansas 
or 
Missouri
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W
hen Andre Sigler first 
started working with 
youth in Kansas City, 

he was told he had a God-given 
talent. Working with youth in orga-
nizations like the Urban Corps 
and the YMCA, and using his own 
experiences to connect with young 
people, helped Sigler realize he’d 
found his calling.

“I’ve seen violence and trauma 
at a young age and I use my 
experience dealing with that as a 
way to help others,” said Sigler, 
who grew up in Alabama before 
moving to Kansas City in 2010. 
“So, when I do interact with 
some of these kids, I can see it 
on them, I can see where they’re 
coming from and relate. Now as 
an adult, I want to make sure that 
kids know they have someone out 
there.”

After working in after-school 
programming and youth develop-
ment with the YMCA for the past 
six years, Sigler landed the role as the 
new executive director at the Linwood 
YMCA/James B. Nutter Sr. Commu-
nity Center late last year. Since then, 
he’s hit the ground running, finding 
ways to bring innovative ideas and 
engagement into this East Kansas 
City YMCA with predominantly Black 
membership. 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT THE HIGH-

LIGHT OF LINWOOD YMCA

One of Sigler’s biggest goals is to 
increase traffic in the building by 
attracting more local youth into the 
building to participate in program-
ming.

“Youth development is the highlight 
of the Linwood YMCA in 2022,” Sigler 

said. “Our membership is not where 
it needs to be, so we’re focusing on 
programming because we have the 

space to do it.”
Currently, the Linwood YMCA hosts 

Launch Pad, an after-school program 
to engage students in 6th to 12th 
grades in recreational activities, crafts 
and academic support. The build-
ing also has a Kids Zone, which is a 
nursery for kids whose parents are 
working out or in classes.

But Sigler is hoping to make the 
Linwood YMCA more youth focused 
by creating even more youth-based 
activities to keep kids busy and safe.

One idea he is working on for 2022 
is creating a Teen Tech Center, which 
he envisions will be the pillar of the 
Linwood YMCA location.

“It’s what kids want and it’s guar-
anteed to get kids in the building. It’s 
up to us to make it work,” Sigler said. 

The Teen Tech Center will have 
video games, computers for coding 
and engineering and STEM activities. 
Sigler is also hoping to add a telescope 
and 3D printer to the center. The tech 
center would be available for both the 
public and members.

Sigler hopes the tech center and 
improved programming will help pre-
vent some of the violence in Kansas 
City and keep kids off the street.

“We know that we have a violence 
issue here in Kansas City and there 
are many young people involved in it,” 

he said. “Most of those kids could be 
in this building and not be exposed to 
those things. That's what we're trying 
to tackle. I want to catch them early.”

GOALS FOR LINWOOD

In addition to the tech center, Sigler 
is hoping to improve transportation 
for those visiting the Linwood YMCA. 
The lack of transportation is one of 
the biggest reasons why many people 
can’t get to the center.  Sigler is work-
ing with the Kansas City Area Trans-
portation Authority to brainstorm 
ways to get people to the building.

Sigler is also working on starting a 
new volunteering program to attract 
more help for the new programs. 

“We have programming now, but 
it’s not at the standards of where it 
should be because of staffing issues,” 
he said.

Sigler wants to bring more speak-
ers from the community to talk to 
children and adults about important 
skills in topics like financial literacy 
and mental health.

“I love the Linwood YMCA because 
it’s a place that needs help,” Sigler 
said. “In 2022, I want Linwood to go 
to work.”

 Jazzlyn Johnson is a Report for 
America corps member based at The 

Community Voice covering Kansas 

Linwood YMCA New Executive Director Has a Big Vision for 2022
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice 

1914: The Paseo YMCA was built, providing a social 
center for the African-American community at 1824 Paseo. 
During the early 1900s, the Paseo YMCA, which was open 
24 hours every day, provided the only meeting place for 
clubs and had the only swimming pool available for African 
Americans. 

1920: Eight Black independent baseball team owners 
met at the Paseo YMCA and the Negro National League, the 
first successful Black baseball league, was born. 

1941: By 1941, the Paseo YMCA had 162 groups with 
total attendance estimated at over 76,000. The Paseo YMCA 
served African Americans not only in the Jazz District, but 
also in northeast Kansas City, Leeds, Westport, and KCK

1964: Paseo YMCA closes after lacking sufficient funds 
for building repairs.

1975: Linwood YMCA opens and Paseo YMCA com-

bines with it at Linwood Boulevard and Cleveland Avenue. 
2017: The newly renovated and expanded Linwood 

YMCA opens and is renamed the James B. Nutter Com-
munity Center. The newly renovated building was named 
after local businessman and major YMCA donor James B. 
Nutter. Nutter had participated at the Y throughout his youth 
and during his adulthood was known to help Kansas City’s 
minority communities obtain mortgages and loans when 
other lenders refused.

The $10 million in new renovations included an indoor 
pool, a community room, teaching kitchen, renovated gym, a 
Kids Zone and multi-purpose studios.

2021: Andre Sigler begins as the newest Linwood YMCA 
executive director, with hopes of making the community 
center and neighborhood better and safer through focusing 
on youth development.

History of the Paseo and the Linwood YMCA

Upcoming Linwood YMCA 
Events, Activities and Hours 



PHOTOS: (Above) East Kansas City’s Lin-
wood YMCA is increasingly focused on 
youth activities, including crafts, to keep 
kids busy and safe.  (Right) Andre Sigler 
became the new executive director of the 
Linwood YMCA last year.  



EVENTS
Jan. 17: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day of Service. Volunteer at the 
Linwood YMCA. Make sandwiches, 
beds of bags, hygiene kits and 
affirmation cards for the homeless. 
There will also be a clean-up project 
nearby and keynote speakers with 
KC Tenants giving resources about 
tenant rights. Call the Linwood YMCA 
for more information: (816) 923-5675.

ACTIVITIES
Launch Pad: Monday through 
Friday, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Free after-
school program that provides fun 
enrichment opportunities, academic 
support, a healthy meal, field trip 
opportunities and much more. Tween 
and Teens between the ages of 5th 
and 12th grade are invited. Transpor-

tation is not provided. Registration 
is required, call: (816) 923-5675 to 
sign up.

Active Older Adult Social 
Club: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to noon. New social 
club to socialize with those who are 
interested in trying new things and 
activities like board games and crafts.

Chess Club: Fridays at 4 p.m. 
New and experienced chess players 
come together to learn and develop 
skills.

HOURS
Monday through Thursday: 
      7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday: 7 a.m.  to 7 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday: Closed
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T
he area between Prospect 
Avenue and Elmwood Avenue 
along the newly-renamed Martin 

Luther King Jr. Boulevard (formerly 
Blue Parkway) serves 23,000 to 
27,000 vehicles per day. The high 
traffic in the corridor, as well as gaps 
in the sidewalks and the lack of access 
to bus stops makes it difficult for local 
pedestrians to use.

Since residents identified pedestrian 
crossings in the area as a top concern 
in a 2017 study, the Community 
Builders of Kansas City (CBKC) have 
led an effort to recommend a safe and 
economical plan to improve pedestrian 
connections along MLK Boulevard.

With help from the city and a grant 
from the Mid-America Regional Coun-
cil (MARC) last year, CBKC secured a 
MLK Pedestrian Facilities study. Since 
then, their design team has been 
working on a vision to improve MLK 
Blvd. between Prospect and Elmwood 
Avenue.

“There are zero mid-block pedestri-
an crossings and just two intersections 
with traffic signals in the two-mile 
stretch along this corridor, which is 
clearly insufficient to provide safe 
places for residents to cross this busy 
thoroughfare,” said Elizabeth Schultz, 
CBKC’s director of strategic initiatives 
and community development. “Daily 
I observe people stranded in medians 
or dangerously attempting to cross the 
street despite on-coming traffic.”

The goals of the MLK pedestrian 
study are to create a corridor that 
safely accommodates all types of travel 
including 
pedestri-
ans, buses, 
bicycles and 
cars, and 
provide safe 
pedestrian 
access to all 
bus stops.

The team 
conducted a 
public sur-
vey last fall 

and found that community concerns 
include the lack of sidewalks, cross-
ings and access to bus stops.

Respondents said they’d like to see 
wider sidewalks, improved lighting, 
bus shelters, slower vehicle speeds, 
bicycle lanes and improved pedestrian 
crossings. Respondents also said 
they’d like to see more historical 
markers and minority-owned busi-
nesses in the area.

The team is currently in the pub-
lic meeting phase and will finalize 
their plan in February. 

“CBKC hopes that all of this 

effort to date will receive continued 
support,” said Emmet Pierson, 
CBKC president and CEO. “That is 
essential to meet our community’s 
high expectations in transforming 
the former Swope and Blue Park-
ways to a standard that appropriately 
memorializes the boulevard for Martin 

Luther King Jr.”

How Community Members Want MLK Blvd. Improved
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

(Between Brookside on the west and 435 on the east)

 1. What is your home ZIP 
code?

• 22% from 64180
• 61% from east of Oak Street

2. What is your relationship to 
the project!

5% Bicyclist
21% Commuter
12% Nearby employee
7% Business owner
16% Property owner
69% Nearby resident

3. What concerns do you 
have about pedestrian access 
along Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd?

44% General safety

26% Access to bus stops
28% Vehicular speeds
48% Crossing streets
13% ADA access
36% Sidewalk maintenance
56% Lack of sidewalk

4. What transportation im-
provements would you like to 
see along Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd?

45% Improved lighting
28% Additional traffic signals
30% Bicycle lanes
45% Bus Shelter
46% Wider sidewalks
52% More sidewalks

Survey of Residents



T
he Kansas City chapter of 
the National Black United 
Front hosted its 40th annual 

City-Wide Kwanzaa Celebration Dec. 
26-Jan. 1. 

Each night, the group celebrated 
one of the principles of Kwanzaa 
with a candle-lighting: Umoja 
(Unity), Kujichagulia (Self-determi-
nation), Ujima (Collective work and 
responsibility), Ujama (cooperative 
economics), Nia (purpose), Kumba 
(creativity), Imani (faith).

KC NBUF also celebrated the 
chapter’s 40th anniversary.

There were musical perfor-
mances by the Traditional Music 
Society, A Flat, KC Friends of Alvin 
Ailey and Esoke Dance, as well as 
educational presentations covering 
business and education. 

“We deserve to celebrate our 
uniqueness,” said Jawanza Hardy, 
lead organizer of the Kwanzaa 
celebration. “Kwanzaa is an op-

portunity for us to celebrate who we 
are and to be inspired to be more 

than what we are a lot of times 
restricted to be.”

KC National Black United Front Hosts 40th Annual City-Wide Kwanzaa
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice 

Photos by The Community Voice



Y
es, they were killed while being 
restrained by law enforcement 
officers. However, the similarity 

goes further.  They were both killed 
while being restrained in a prone 
position.  

Sudden death while in this type of 
constraint is an ongoing problem in 
law enforcement.  

A “prone” investigation conducted 
jointly by two television stations – one 
in Denver, the other in Minneapo-
lis – found more than 119 deaths 
between 2010 and mid 2021 with a 
finding similar to the one listed on 
CJ’s autopsy.  

CJ’s cause of death was identified 
as “complications of cardiopulmo-
nary arrest sustained after physical 
struggle restrained in the prone 
position.”  

Expert after expert testified in the 
trial of Minneapolis police officer Der-
ek Chauvin that prone restraint led to 
the death of Floyd on May 25, 2020.

Warnings to law enforcement 
departments about the potential of 
“sudden” death from prone restraint 
date back to 1995 when the Depart-
ment of Justice issued a bulletin 
warning officers about positional 
asphyxia — i.e., death as a result 
of body position that interferes 
with one’s ability to breathe — as 
it occurs within a confrontational 
situation involving law enforcement 
officers.

“We offer this information to help 
officers recognize factors contributing 
to this phenomenon and, therefore, 
enable them to respond in a way that 
will ensure the subject’s safety and 
minimize risk of death,” read the 
bulletin.  

The bulletin describes a typical 
cycle of interaction leading to asphyx-
iation. The suspect is restrained in a 
face-down position and their breath-

ing becomes labored.  
Weight is applied to the 
person’s back causing 
more compression and 
further decreasing the 
individual’s breath.  
The natural reaction 
to get oxygen is to 
struggle violently and 
the officer responds by 
applying more com-
pression to subdue the 
individual.  

The advisory bul-
letin recommendation: 
“Get the suspect off 
their stomach as soon 
as they’re handcuffed.”  
The bulletin points 
out NYPD guidelines, 
which call for officers 
to turn the suspect on 
their side or get them 
in a seated position.    

Seth Stoughton, 
a former police officer 
turned law professor at 
the University of South 
Carolina, was one of many 
experts to testify in the 
Chauvin trial.  He talked 
with the Prone Investiga-
tion team about the prob-
lem with law enforcement 
officers not heeding the 
decades of warnings when 
it comes to the potential 
dangers of prone restraint.  

“Once somebody has been re-
strained, they should not stay in the 
prone restraint position,” Stoughton 
said. “It’s difficult to watch officers 
continue to make the same mistake.”
FEW PROSECUTIONS

Despite more than 15 years of 
knowledge about the potential prob-
lem with prone restraint, officers con-
tinue to use the tactic and get away 
without prosecution when a suspect 
dies suddenly.  According to the Prone 
Investigation, only a handful of law 

enforcement officers were criminally 
charged in the cases they reviewed.  

Too often coroners fail to identify 
the death in these cases as homicide, 
instead placing the cause of death 
elsewhere, such as unidentified heart 
problems, drugs in their suspects 
system or just overall poor health.  

In the case of CJ Lofton, this isn’t a 
battle that has to be fought.  The coro-
ner has identified prone constraint 
as a contributor in his death.  The 
problem is getting local agencies to 
eliminate this practice.
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The Problem with Prone 
Restraint by Police Officers

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

C
edric “CJ” Lofton, a 17-year-
old high school student, was 
a foster child living fairly 

successfully in a home in Wichita.  
He wanted to become a rapper and 
was excited about graduating in the 
spring and moving to California to 
pursue his dream.  When he didn’t 
return home one day after school 
– the first time this had happened – 
he was reported missing.  When he 
showed up the next morning – more 
than 30 hours after he was originally 
expected home – his foster father 
called the police, something he was 
reportedly required to do by law.

When the police arrived, they 
couldn’t find a more preferable 
facility to take CJ to for assessment, 

so they took him to the Juvenile 
Intake and Assessment Center.  The 
process of getting him to JIAC wasn’t 
without incident and the Wichita Po-
lice officers used a wrap-type device 
to contain him, but when they left 
him at JIAC, CJ was mad, but alive. 
The police have shown community 
leaders the video of their interaction 
with CJ.

A few hours later CJ was bat-
tered, bruised and brain dead in a 
Wichita hospital.  What happened?  
The authorities aren’t talking, but 
the coroner has ruled his death a 
homicide.  There is video that CJ’s 
family members were shown.  They 
agree, it was homicide and they want 
charges filed.  

Bennett Says Homicide Ruling 
May Not Lead to a Prosecution

The Death of Cedric Lofton

•What do Wichita teen Cedric “CJ” Lofton and George Floyd 
have in common?  More than most people recognize.  S

edgwick County District Attorney 
Mark Bennett says he’s looking 
into the death of Cedric “CJ” Lofton 

at the county’s Juvenile Intake and As-
sessment Center, but that the ruling by 
the coroner of CJ’s death as a homicide 
may not necessarily lead to charges 
being filed.  

In a statement released on Dec. 30, 
Bennett said that he and his staff he met 
with agents from the Kansas Bureau 
of Investigations and detectives with 
the Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Office 
after the coroners ruling to discuss the 
investigation into CJ’s death, and at least 
six times in total with one or both of the 
agencies since CJ’s death in September.  

According to his prepared statement, 
Bennett and his team are “in the process 
of reviewing over 90 items of evidence 
including interviews, transcripts, surveil-
lance videos and axon (body camera) 
videos provided by investigators through-
out the investigation.”

Even though the coroner has ruled 
the death a homicide, Bennett said the 
term “homicide” does not reflect a legal 
determination regarding the viability of 
criminal charges being filed.  

“Whether or not criminal charges can 
be brought is a separate, legal determi-
nation to be made by the Office of the 
District Attorney based on the laws of 

the State of Kansas and the evidence 
collected by law enforcement,” the state-
ment read.

 “The term “homicide” reflects a deter-
mination that a volitional (non-accidental) 
act was committed by a person other 
than the deceased that contributed to the 
death of the deceased.  The finding does 
not reflect a dispositive legal conclusion 
that the elements of murder or homicide 
are present. Though the identification of 
a cause of death set forth in the autopsy 
report is a necessary step in the investi-
gative process, the legal determination 
as to the viability of criminal charges 
requires a separate legal examination.  
That work is ongoing.”   

To be considered in whether or not 
to bring charges is an assessment of 
“intent.” In a long paragraph, Bennett 
discussed a variety of aspects of “intent” 
but it appeared apparent that impending 
charges against the JIAC employee who 
sat on CJ until he was unconscious and 
brain dead, are not necessarily a given.  

Absent some unforeseen circum-
stance, the Office of the District Attorney 
anticipates completing the review in the 
next 10-15 business days and the public 
will be notified at that time.  Based on 
the date of the statement, an announce-
ment should be anticipated no later than 
Jan. 15.  





Authorities won’t 
release the video, but 
members of CJ’s family 
were able to view it.  CJ’s 
brother gives a recount of the 
video to The Community Voice.  
You can read his statement on 
our website @ com-
munityvoiceks.com 
and yes, there was 
prone restraint..  

What’s on the JIAC Video?
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S
ince he was a child, Maize 
South junior point guard Isaiah 
Atwater has been enamored with 

basketball.
"He grew up with a basketball in 

his hand," said Brent Atwater, Isaiah's 
father and former Texas Christian 
University basketball star. "I think it 
was meant to be because when he was 
a little kid, he would go to the gym 
with me every day when I trained and 
coached."

Atwater, now a three-year varsity 
guard and one of the most experi-

enced players on the team, was thrust 
into a leadership role for the Maver-
icks this season. 

"This has been the biggest adjust-
ment year for me and stepping into 
more of a leadership role because 
we had more seniors last year, so 
I have to be more vocal and keep 
them grounded when we get into big 
games," said Atwater. 

As the point guard, He is responsi-
ble for getting his team into its offense, 
making sure all of the players are 
aware of their roles on the floor, and, 
above all, creating scoring opportuni-
ties for both the players around him 
and himself. 

Atwater has taken a giant leap for-
ward in his development on the court 
as well, improving his scoring average 
from 9 points per game last year to 15 
points and upping his assist totals to 
5.2 per game. 

Before the season, Atwater was 
named one of the top 25 players in 
the Kansas area by the Kansas State 
High School Activities Association and 
said he wants to prove he belongs 
on that list. 

"I worked all summer and came 
into the season with something 
to prove," said Atwater. "Reaching 
my goals of winning states and being 
named first-team all-league is what I 

want most out of this 
season."

Atwater is 
a 5-foot-10, 
160-pound 
guard with 
the abil-
ity to 

score at any given moment, anywhere 
on the court. 

Last year, He was a key piece for 
the Mavericks, helping them earn a 
state playoff berth and recognized 
as honorable-mention All-Ark Valley 
honors. 

"I don't think he was satisfied with 
last season, so all summer, he worked 
on his body and his game, and I think 

he's starting to see some of that payoff 
now," said Brent. "So it's a situation 
where I can just sit back as a parent 

and enjoy watching. It's been one 
of the proudest things I've ever 

experienced." 
However, basketball 

isn't the only 
thing Atwa-

ter is 
devot-

ed 
to. He's 
also a 
hard worker in 
the classroom. 
He carries a 3.6 
G.P.A. and believes 
that his academic 
performance will 
aid him in life 
after basketball.

Atwater hopes 
to earn a scholarship playing basket-
ball at the collegiate level and pursue 
a degree in sports management. His 
love for basketball is strong, and he 
wants to continue to be around the 
game to pass along his knowledge to 
the next generation. 

Atwater and the Maize South Mav-
ericks' next game will be at home on 
Fri., Jan 7, at 7:30 p.m. against Derby 
High School. 

By Malcolm Carter
The Community Voice 

Atwater’s STATS

Isaiah Atwater: TCV Student-Athlete of the Week



● Atwater is a 5-foot-10, 
160-pound guard who utilizes 
his size and speed to score 
around taller defenders. 
● Before the 2021-2022 season, 
Atwater was named one of the 

top 25 players in the Kansas area 
by the Kansas State High School 
Activities Association. 
● Atwater improved in every 
major statistical category this 
season, averaging over 15 points 
per game and upping his assist 
totals to 5.2 per game. 



Bell, Marty A., 66, died 12/29/21.  
He is survived by: Mother; Dinetta 
Bell, Children; Lakeith Lee, Carnel-
lius Tyrone Smith, Teresa Jay Snell, 
Marti Bell Nailon, Brandon Bell, 
Jeremy Bell, Shelby Bell, Marcie Bell, 
Marty Bell, Jr. & Bennie Bell, Brothers; 
Nathan Bell, Bennie Bell, Earl Bell, 
Sister; Darlene Sanders.

Gracey, Greg, 66, died 12/22/21. 
Service was held 01/08/22.   He is 
survived by: Children; Tyrone Gracey 
& Diann Riley, Brothers & Sisters; 
James, Emmanuel, Michael, Samuel, 
Roshelle, Rosherry Gracey, Sharon Pet-
tie, Letecia Ross, Jennifer Vierthaler, & 
Melody Johnson.

Harris, Gladys P., 93, died 12/25/21.  
Service was held 01/07/22. She is 
survived by: Daughter; Mary Britton, 

Layton, Clyde, 77, died 12/15/21.  
Graveside Service will be held at 11 
a.m. on 01/10/22 at White Chapel 
Cemetery,    1806 N. Oliver. He is 
survived by: Children; Lawrence 
Miller, Yolanda Layton &  Leon Layton, 
Brothers & Sisters; Levon, Beverly, 
Brenda, Virgil, Ronald, Gwendolyn 
Layton-Taylor, Lorene Browing and 
Helen Hinkle.

McGill Sr., James S., 77, died 
12/30/21.  No service details.  He is 
survived by: Wife; Minnie L. McGill, 
Children; James S. McGill Jr., Faith 
Mallory, June Mallory, Danna White, 
Lisa Goines, Anginette Norton & 
Stephen McGill.

Ogbuzuo, Jacqueline L., 69, died 
12/21/21 No service details. She is 
survived by: Son; James Carter.

Oliver, Montae, 17, died 12/14/21. 

Service was held 12/27/21. He is sur-
vived by: Parents; Veronica M. Bush 
& David Oliver, Brothers & Sisters; 
Adrian De' Graffenreed, D'Rontae 
De' Graffenreed, Dante Oliver, Khalik 
Thomas, Eddie Young, Jr., Kahmiye 
Young, Armami Oliver, Aija Martin, 
Montez Marks & Jamerius Thompson.

Smith, Mae L., 88, died 12/20/21.  
Service was held 01/04/22.  She is 
survived by: Husband; Thomas Smith 
Jr., Children; Elliott E. Pannell, James 
M. Smith, Jo Ann Scott and Don D. 
Smith.

Washington, Kenneth L., 62, died 
12/21/21. No further details.

Cravens, Angela, 59, died 12/23/21.  
Service was held 01/07/22.

Hill, Kevin, 59, died 12/17/21.  Ser-
vice was held 12/29/21.

Mobray, Scott A., 62, died 12/27/21.  
No service details. 

Patterson, JA'Ceal J. L., infant, died 
12/17/21.  No service details. 

Smallwood, Jeremy, 40, died 
12/21/21.  No service details. 

Walker, Za'Kavia, 13, died 12/16/21.  
Service was held 12/28/21.

Bergeson, Chad, 43, died 12/31/21. 
No service details.

Emerson, Jerry, 74, died 12/21/21.  
Service was held 01/07/22.

Fulbright, Calvin, 71, died 
12/30/21. No service details. 

Harris, Robert A., 40, died 
12/29/21. Service was held 01/08/22.

Hernandez, Gerardo, 63, died 
12/29/21.  Service was held 01/06/22.

Lang, Aurelia J., newborn, died 
12/24/21. No service details. 

Ludlow, Catherine S., 52, died 
12/22/21.  No service details. 

Maholmes, Jennell, 83, died 
12/29/21.  Service was held 12/31/21.

Noble, Delilah L., 43, died 
12/26/21. No service details.

Rogers, Malik S., 24, died 12/25/21. 
No service details.

Samilton, Clifford, 59, died 
12/30/21. No service details. 

Walker, Rosie, 80, died 12/28/21.  
Service will be held on 01/13/22. at 11 
a.m. at New Life Church, 1156 North 
Oliver. 

Winfield, Lorine, 82, died 12/29/21. 
No service details.

Tuggle, Deshawn L., 36, died 
12/15/21. No service details. 

Jones, Oliver L., 72, died 12/25/21. 
No service details. 

Rackley, George W., 65, died 
12/22/21.  Service will be held 

01/15/22 at 2:30 p.m., at Duane E. 
Harvey Funeral Directors Chapel.

Selery Sr., Larry, 69, died 12/16/21. 
No service details. 

Steward, Carole J., 70, died 
12/20/21. Service was held 01/08/22.

Anderson, Ronnie A., 67, died 
12/21/21.  Service was held 12/29/21.

Henderson Sr., Carlos M., 57, died 
12/08/21. Service was held 12/18/21.

Jackson, Allen, 71, died 12/12/21.  
Service was held 12/17/21.

Lawton-Brown, Kyle C., 45, died 
12/17/21.  Service was held 12/28/21.

Sayles, George W., 94, died 
12/25/21.  Service was held 01/05/22.

West, Queen E., 75, died 12/20/21. 
Service will be held 01/15/22 at 1 p.m. 
at E.S. Eley & Sons Funeral Chapel, 
Inc. 4707 E. Truman Road, KCMO

Ashley, Versa A. (Mansfield), 92, 
died 12/21/21.  Service was held 
01/05/22.

George, Ruth M. (Ester), 93, died 
12/20/21.  Service was held 12/28/21.

Holbert, Sonja A. (Thierry), 82, 
died 12/22/21.  Service was held 
01/07/22.

Hubbard, Joseph M., 89, died 
12/22/21.  Service was held 01/04/22.

Johnson, Rosetta, 84, died 12/10/21.  
Service will be held on 01/22/22 at 11 
a.m. at Madden Temple Church of God 
In Christ, 2300 Ruby Ave. KCKS.

Lawrence, Queen E., 56, died 
12/15/21.  Service was held 
12/23/21.

Payne, Emma J., 72, died 
10/21/21.  Service was held 01/08/22.

Smith, Toney L., 32, died 12/12/21. 
Service was held 12/18/21.

Turner, Toni J., 77, died 12/05/21.  
Service was held 12/14/21.
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@ https://square.link/u/37Z9eskw

Purchase your book 
from:

Pastor Sims

Barnes & Noble
or 

Amazon

A Relevation of LEADERSHIP!
Pulling Back the Cutain on Leadership

An Exposition of Revelation Chapter 4

by: Timothy L. Sims

$15

Heavenly Gates

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Old Mission

Wichita

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

Duane E Harvey

Kansas City

ES Eley

Kansas City

Jackson  Mortuary
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Season of Grief
Pastor B.A. Huggins, Sr.

“Only in the darkness you can see the stars.”

-Martin Luther King, Jr.



KANSAS CITY

Sun., Jan. 9 -1:30 p.m.: Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference of Greater Kansas City’s Interfaith Service, 
Community Christian Church, 4601 Main St. KCMO. Virtual and 

in person. 

Fri., Jan. 14 - 11:30 a.m.: The Metropolitan Community 
College Foundation 2022 Martin Luther King Jr. Scholar-
ship Luncheon, 

Loews Kansas City Hotel, 1515 Wyandotte, St. This year’s event 
features a thought-provoking program focusing on current events 
through the lens of Dr. King’s teachings. Benjamin Crump will be 
the keynote speaker.

Mon., Jan. 17 - 6 p.m.: Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference of Greater Kansas City’s MLK. Jr. Mass 
Celebration, Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, 2310 E. 
Linwood Blvd, KCMO at 6 p.m. Virtual and in person. 

Mon,, Jan. 17 - 7:30 - 9:30 a.m.: The Beta Lambda Chapter 
of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc presents, “A Community 
Discussion on Health Equity, Economic Development 
and Education,” Swope Health, 3801 Dr Martin Luther King Jr 
Blvd The annual MLK breakfast will feature speakers Tyjaun Lee, 
president of Penn Valley Community College, Jeron Ravin, CEO 
of Swope Health Services and Triveece Penelton, city planner and 
public involvement innovator.

Mon., Jan. 17: KCK 38th Annual MLK Day Holiday Celebration 
at 11 a.m. Virtual on Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/
kckmlkcelebration. This year’s theme is “Decaying Democracy, 
Vaporous Voting Rights, Rising Pandemic… Still Dreaming.” This 
year’s scholarship recipients will also be announced. 

FORT SCOTT
• All events will be held at: Danny & Willa Ellis Family Fine 
Arts Center - 2108 Horton St.

Thur., Jan. 13: Tribute to Martin 
7 p.m. – Alvin Ailey’s Kansas City Dance Group Ballet Perfor-

mance
Gordon Parks: Tribute to Martin Luther King (FREE Event) – 

Doors open at 6 p.m. • Reception to follow.
Fri., Jan. 14:  9 a.m. – Film Showing: Eyes on the Prize: 

American Civil Rights – “Awakenings (1954-1956)” • 
Murder of Emmett Till & Montgomery Bus Boycott

1:30 p.m. – Film Showing: Eyes on the Prize: American 

Civil Rights – “Fighting Back (1957-1962)” and more 

3:30 p.m. – Film Showing: Eyes on the Prize: American Civil 
Rights and more

Mon., Jan. 17:  MLK. Holiday Celebration Event
9 a.m. – Film Showing: Eyes on the Prize: American Civil 

Rights – “No Easy Walk (1961-1963)” • Albany, Georgia, 
Birmingham, Alabama & The March on Washington

10:30 a.m. – Film Showing: Eyes on the Prize: American 
Civil Rights – “Mississippi: Is this America? (1962-
1964)” • Medgar 
Evers & ‘Mississippi 
Burning’ Murders

12 p.m. – Lunch & 

Learn – “The Dockum 

Drugstore Sit-In,” presen-
tation by Prisca Barnes 

1:30 p.m. – Film 

Showing: “Martin,” 

TOPEKA

Thur., Jan. 13 – 
11:45 a.m. Governor’s 
Annual MLK March 
and Proclamation 
Signing

Kansas Statehouse - SW 8th & SW Van Buren
The traditional march around the Kansas Statehouse starts from 

the south doors of the Kansas Capitol. The march will be led by Gov. 
Laura Kelly, members of the Kansas African American Affairs Com-
mission, an assembly of legislators, and members of the Washburn 
Rural High School drumline. The march will culminate with Gov. 
Kelly signing the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. proclamation in the first-
floor rotunda at noon.                

Mon., Jan. 17 – Noon: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday and Day of Community Service

The event will be streamed on the Kansas African American 
Affairs Commission’s Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/KAAAC

The Governor’s Annual MLK Celebration 
Program will feature a virtual 
presentation, the keynote speak-
er will be Dr. Anthony Lewis, 
superintendent of the Lawrence 
School District and member of 
both the Kansas African American 
Affairs Commission and the Gover-
nor’s Commission on Racial Equity 

and Justice. 

Mon. Jan. 17 – 7 p.m.: 29th 
Annual MLK Communitywide 
Birthday Celebration

www.gvhot97fm.com to watch the 
celebration. 

The Topeka Center for Peace and 
Justice - in partnership with Living the 
Dream, Inc., The Martin Luther King Jr. 
National Park Service in Atlanta, Georgia, 

and the Brown v. Board of 
Education National Historic 
Site - is sponsoring a vir-
tual program. Several local 
and Atlanta speakers and 
soloists will make presenta-
tions. Mr. Alvin Brooks, a 
civil rights and politi- cal 
activist from Kansas City, Mo., is the special guest speaker. 

WICHITA

Thur., Jan 13 -12 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.- A 
Portrait of A Man

Special guest David Williams, community advocate, motivational 
speaker, artist, storyteller and theatrical performer on his experi-
ence of portraying Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in the theatri-
cal performance “The MountainTop.”  Williams will share fresh 
perspectives of the civil rights leader as he interpreted the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. throughout the play!

Sun., Jan. 16 - 3 p.m.: Legacy: The Glory and Grief of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. – The Aftermath.

St. James Missionary Baptist Church, 1350 N. Ash.

Mon., Jan. 17 - 8 a. m.: Wichita Habitat's MLK Day of 

Service 
Expo Hall of Century II Performing Arts & Convention Center, 

225 W. Douglas Ave.
Join the Wichita Habitat for Humanity and participate in Dr. 

King's enduring legacy of social justice and learn about the need 
for safe, affordable housing in the Wichita community. Participants 
interested in the Day of Service must register on the Volunteer 
Kansas website: www.volunteerkansas.org.

Mon., Jan. 17 - 7:30 a.m.: A.R.I.S.E. MLK Heroes & She-
roes Breakfast

WSU Rhatigan Student Center – Beggs Ballroom. 
Honorees are: Larry Burks, Eugene Anderson, Josiah Garth, 

Aron Randle, Alexandra Broadon and the late state Sen. UL “Rip” 
Gooch, posthumously.

Mon., Jan. 17 – Noon: Out of the Moun-
tains of Despair, A Stone of Hope 

Virtual Worship Celebration www.facebook.
com/TGWML

The Greater Wichita Ministerial League will 
be hosting the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Virtual 
Worship Celebration on Facebook. Join  in cel-
ebrating the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. virtually with guest speaker Dr. Leroy 
E. Adams of San Francisco. 

Tues., Jan. 25 – 6:30 p.m.:  14th Annual 
WSU MLK Commemoration

WSU Rhatigan Student Center, Rm 233
The WSU Office of Diversity and Inclusion 

will host their annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Commemoration highlighting the 
work, accomplishments, and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.  
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Martin Luther King Jr. Events Around the State

Lewis

Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey

p.m.:
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E
very year, President Barack Obama shares 
his list of favorites over the past year in 
popular culture. It’s always an eclectic list, 

but typically filed with great finds you may have 
missed.  

“Art always sustains and nourishes the soul,” 
Obama said on Instagram. “But for me, music 
and storytelling felt especially urgent during this 
pandemic year – a way to connect even when we 
were cooped up.”

Here is a partial list of his 2021 songs, movies 
and books for a more detailed list, visit Commu-
nityVoiceKS.com.  

SONGS

This list truly shows the former president’s 
diversity in taste of music.  From Hip Hop to 
Country; R&B to Rock; African, Latin and few 
songs that are hard to classify, this list has some 
of everything.  

“The Only Heartbreaker” by Mitski
“I Don’t Live Here Anymore” by The War on 

Drugs ft. Lucius
“Go Down Deh” by Spice ft. Sean Paul and 

Shaggy
“Freedom” by Jon Batiste
“It’s Way With Me” by Wye Oak
“Nobody” by Nas ft. Ms. Lauryn Hill
“Nightflyer” by Allison Russell
“Montero (Call Me By Your Name)” by Lil 

Nas X
“Patria Y Vida” by Yotuel, Gente de Zona, 

Descemer Bueno, Maykel Osorbo, el Funky
“Notice” by Tammy Lakkia
“Armash” by Teddy Afro
“Volvi” by Aventura and Bad Bunny
“Headshots (4R Da Locals)” by Isaiah Rashad
“Boomerang” by Yebba
“In My Blood” by MO3 and Morray
“Ya” by YENDRY
“Rumors” by Lizzo ft. Cardi B

MOVIES

“Drive My Car,” a Japanese drama film, is 
based on the short story collection by Haruki 
Murakami. Main character Yusuke Kafuku is a 

stage actor and director happily 
married to his playwright 

wife. Then one day she 
disappears.

“Summer of Soul” 
is a feature docu-
mentary directed 
by Questlove about 

the legendary 1969 
Harlem Cultural 

Festival, which 

celebrated African-American music and culture, 
and promoted Black pride and unity.

“West Side Story” is about two youngsters 
from rival New York City gangs fall in love, but 
tensions between their respective friends build 
toward tragedy.

“The Pow-
er of the Dog” 
is a western 
psychological 
drama film.

“Passing,” 
directed by 
Rebecca Hall 
and based on 
the novel by 
Nella Larsen, 
has a movie 
title that re-
fers to African 
Americans 
who had skin 
color light 
enough to be 
perceived as White.

“The Card Counter” is a revenge thriller 
that tells the story of an ex-military interrogator 
turned gambler haunted by the ghosts of his past.

“Judas and the Black Messiah,” directed by 
Shaka King, follows William O’Neal who infiltrates 
the Illinois chapter of the Black Panther Party to 
gain intelligence on Chairman Fred Hampton. 

“The Worst Person in the World” chronicles 
four years in the life of Julie, a young woman who 
navigates the troubled waters of her love life and 
struggles to find her career path, leading her to 
take a realistic look at who she really is.

“Old Henry” is an action western about a 
farmer who takes in an injured man with a 
satchel of cash. When a posse comes for the 
money, he must decide who to trust.

“The Last Duel” King Charles VI declares that 
Knight Jean de Carrouges settle his dispute with 
his squire by challenging him to a duel.

“The Tragedy of Macbeth” stars Denzel Wash-
ington as Macbeth and is based on the play by 
William Shakespeare.

“C’mon C’mon” When his sister asks him to 
look after her son, a radio journalist embarks on 
a cross-country trip with his energetic nephew to 
show him life away from Los Angeles.

“Quo Vadis, Aida?” Aida is a translator for 
the UN in the small town of Srebrenica. When 
the Serbian army takes over the town, her family 
is among the thousands of citizens looking for 
shelter in the UN camp.

BOOKS

“Matrix” by Lauren Groff. This historical 
fiction saga begins with 17-year-old Marie de 
France being cast out of the Royal Court. 

“How the Word is Passed” by Clint Smith. 

This is a deeply researched and transporting 
exploration of the legacy of slavery and its imprint 
on centuries of American history.

“The Final Revival of Opal and Nev” by 
Dawnie Walton. This novel tracks the meteoric 
rise of an iconic interracial rock duo in the 

1970s, their sensational breakup, and the dark 
secrets un-
earthed.

“The Lincoln 
Highway” by 
Amor Towles. 
This historical 
adventure set in 
the 1950s follows 
an 18-year-old 
boy driven home 
by the warden of 
the work farm 
where he just 
served a year 
for involuntary 
manslaughter. 

“Invisible 
Child: Poverty, 
Survival and 
Hope in an 
American City” 
by Andrea Elliott. 
This nonfiction 
book follows eight 
years in the life of 
a girl’s childhood 
with the history of 
her family, tracing 
the passage of 
their ancestors 
from slavery to 
the Great Migra-

tion north. The book illuminates some of the 
most critical issues in contemporary America 
through the life of one girl.

“Harlem Shuffle” by Colson Whitehead. It is a 
work of crime fiction and a family saga that takes 
place in Harlem between 1959 and 1964.

“Crossroads” by Jonathan Franzen. Cross-
roads is the story of a Midwestern family set 
during the 1970s at a pivotal moment of moral 
crisis.

“The Love Songs of W.E.B. Du Bois” by 
Honoree Fanonne Jeffers. This novel explores 
the history of an African-American family in 
the American South, from the time before the 
American Civil War and slavery, through the Civil 
Rights Movement, to the present.

“Beautiful Country” by Qian Julie Wang. 
One little girl finds her way through the terror, 
hunger, exhaustion, and cruelty as an undocu-
mented child in New York's Chinatown.

“At Night All Blood is Black” by David Diop. 
This novel tracks the experience of a Senegalese 
soldier fighting for France during World War I.

“Empire of Pain” by Patrick Radden Keefe. 
The book examines the history of the Sack-
ler family, including the founding of Purdue 
Pharma, their role in the marketing of phar-
maceuticals, and the family's central role in the 

opioid epidemic.

Barack Obama’s Favorite Music, Movies, Books of 2021



The movie “Judas and the Black Messiah and 
the book “Colson Whitehead Harlem Shuffle 
are two of the eclectic picks on on former 
Pres. Barack Obama’s 2021 favorites list.  You 
can see all three lists in their entirety on our 
website.  
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