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T
he Community Voice is proud to have been 
selected to participate in the Facebook 
Sustainability Accelerator. Part of the 

#FacebookJournalismProject’s recent investment on 
diversity and entrepreneurship, the Sustainability 
Accelerator will offer intensive training in essentials 
to building a sustainable media business and 
mentorship to 20 U.S. 
news organizations who 
are owned or led by 
people of color.  

The group was 
selected by Facebook 
staff, International 
Center for Journalists 
staff and Accelerator 
coaches from more 
than 300 applications from around the United 
States based on their demonstrated impact on their 
community, their commitment to the program’s 
requirements and their readiness to pursue their 
biggest business opportunities.

“We are honored to partner with this impressive 
group of publishers, whose newsrooms make a 
difference in their communities and serve as models 
for our industry,” said Joyce Barnathan, the president 
of ICFJ, an organization with global experience 
helping news media become stronger financially. 
“Without question, the work they do is critical, and 
an investment in their long term success is an 
investment in stronger communities.”

Half of the group is composed of Black-owned, 
Black-led publishers, including some of the nation’s 
oldest Black newspapers as well as digitally native 
organizations. The Community Voice was the only 
paper selected for the program from Kansas or the 
Kansas City area.  

“We are so pleased to have been selected to 

participate in this program with some of the most 
respected Black newspapers in the country, including 
The St. Louis American, The Atlanta Voice, The 
Charlotte Post, The Miami Times, and the Tennessee 
Tribune,” said Bonita Gooch, editor-in-chief of The 
Community Voice.  

“I am excited about the amazing media 
organizations that 
will be joining this 
inaugural Sustainability 
Accelerator,” said Sara 
Lomax-Reese, President 
of WURD Radio in 
Philadelphia and 
program lead for this 
Accelerator program. 
“We are in a moment 

when Black- and Brown-owned and led media is 
absolutely essential to the future of this nation. This 
is an opportunity to provide skills and resources to 
help these organizations continue to grow, innovate 
and lead.”

Two thirds of the participants are from the U.S. 
Midwest and South, areas that have historically 
received less investment than their colleagues on the 
coasts.

“The sustainability of the participant organizations, 
and the sustainability of all media serving 
marginalized people, is paramount. The legacy of 
Black-led media in the South is unmatched, with 
Black news organizations having played a pivotal role 
in Southern-born freedom movements from abolition 
to civil rights,” said Cierra Hinton, executive director 
at Scalawag Magazine and a coach in the program. 
“The Facebook Journalism Project’s support of 
South-based participants enables the continuation of 
that legacy at a pivotal moment, as Black people in 
this country boldly lead the fight for justice yet again.”

COVER: Kansas City activist Troy Robertson is occupying for KC police 
reform. See story, page 20.

Our Top Stories on Social Media



Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Top Stories @
www.communityvoicesks.com

• Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s National 
Hiring Day to Employ 7,000 Team 
Members in Advance of Holiday Season
• Push for Medical Marijuana in Kansas is 
Still On As Lobbyists Get Aboard
• Michael Jordan Teams with Bubba 
Wallace for the Team NASCAR Needs
• Wichita’s Recent Gang Violence Prompts 
Community Street Team
• First Medical Marijuana Dispensary in 
KC Metro Opens

•  The memorial service for Mike 
"Pictureman" Kinard was held Oct. 17.
•  Sedgwick County Democrats are 
utilizing bold new leadership to step 
into a new era of politics - one where 
prosperity is enjoyed by all.
• Tonight Kennisha Rolfe and the ladies of 
the #APlusFashionShow did their thing!
•  The U.S. Postal Service continues 
to celebrate Kwanzaa, which honors 
the values and beliefs around African 
American heritage, by dedicating a new 
Kwanzaa stamp
• It was cold day so Barbara Bollier kept 
her important message short and to the 
point.

Community Voice Selected for 
Facebook Sustainability Accelerator  



‘DRIVING WHILE 
BLACK’ SHOWS 
HISTORY OF U.S. 

BLACK MOTORISTS
A new film examines the history of 

African Americans driving on the road 
from the Great Depression to the height 
of the Civil Rights movement.

“Driving While Black” shows how the 
automobile liberated African Americans 
to move around the country while still 
navigating segregation and violence.

The film was inspired by Gretchen 
Sorin’s 2019 book, “Driving While 
Black: African American Travel and the 
Road to Civil Rights,” a riveting story 
on how the automobile opened up op-
portunities for Blacks in the U.S.

The car allowed African Americans 
to avoid seg-
regated trains 
and buses 
throughout 
the South and 
gave Blacks 
a chance to 
travel across 
the country. 

The free 
movement 
opened the 
window to mi-

gration across the land and away from 
Jim Crow, bringing in the modern Civil 
Rights Movement.

The project is one of many recent 
works examining travel by people 
of color despite discrimination and 
threats of racial violence. Candacy 
Taylor’s “Overground Railroad: The 
Green Book & Roots of Black Travel 
in America,” released last year, looks 
at how the Green Book, a travel guide 
for African Americans, helped Black 
travelers navigate segregation and 
create a traveling network.  “Driving 
While Black” will air on Wichita KPTS 
– Channel 8.2 (Cox channel 671) at 
10 a.m. Nov. 29 and again on Dec. 
5 at 1 p.m. on KPTS – Channel 8.1 
(Channel 8).

EDDIE MURPHY’S 
‘COMING 2 AMERICA’ 
TO HIT STREAMING 

ON DEC. 18
It looks as though Eddie Murphy’s 

long-awaited sequel to “Coming To 
America,” will bypass theaters and go 
straight to streaming.  

Film distributor Paramount Pic-
tures is in the process of selling the 
film to Amazon Studios for $125 mil-
lion, according to insiders and Variety. 
If all goes wll, the movie should begin 
streaming on Amazon Prime on Dec. 
18.  The final details are being pieced 
together and developed along with 
two consumer marketing tie-ins with 
McDonalds as well as Crown Royal. 
Murphy, who produced and starred in 
the film, has to sign off on the sale.

The original “Coming To America” 

arrived in theaters in 1988. The 
sequel finds Murphy reprising his role 
as Prince Akeem as he prepares to 
ascend to become king of Zamunda 
when he discovers he fathered a child 
he never knew in America. To honor 
his father’s dying wish, Akeem sets out 
with Semmi to go back to America to 
groom the young man into a prince. 
Murphy, Hall and Jones will reprise 
those roles.  Jermaine Fowler, Tracy 
Morgan, Jay Pharoah and others are 
joining the cast.

BILL COSBY’S APPEAL 
SET IN PENNSYLVANIA 

HIGH COURT
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court 

will hear Bill Cosby‘s appeal of his 
felony sex assault conviction on Dec. 1.

Cosby, 83, is serving a 3-to-10-year 
prison term. A lower appeals court 
had upheld his conviction, but the 
state’s high court agreed this year to 
review two key issues in the case.

One involves the trial judge’s deci-
sion to let prosecutors call five other 
accusers to testify about long-ago 
encounters with Cosby at his 2018 
trial. The defense calls their testimony 
remote and unreliable.

The high court will also consider 

whether the jury should have heard 
evidence that Cosby had given 
Quaaludes to women in the past. The 
evidence came from Cosby’s own de-
position testimony in a related lawsuit.

In his testimony, he acknowledged 
giving accuser Andrea Constand un-
identified pills  that she said knocked 
her out. Cosby’s lawyers called the 
encounter consensual.

Dozens of women have come 
forward to accuse Cosby of sexual as-
sault, and the trial judge deemed him 
a sexually violent predator.

‘I CAN SEE CLEARLY 
NOW’ SINGER JOHNNY 

NASH PASSES AT 80
Johnny Nash, best known for the 

1972 hit 
single “I Can 
See Clearly 
Now,” which 
reached No. 
1 on the 
Billboard 
Hot 100, has 
passed away 
according to 
his son. He 
was 80. Nash died, Oct. 6, at his home 
and had been in declining health.
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Nash

Scene from ‘Driving While Black’

Murphy
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T
wo years after Missouri voters 
approved medical marijuana, 
the first medical marijuana 

dispensary in the Kansas City area, 
Fresh Green Dispensary, opened 
in Lee’s Summit at 1041 NE Sam 
Walton Lane on Oct. 19. 

The new dispensary opened its 
doors with more than 100 people 
waiting for hours in a line that 
wrapped around the parking lot. 

Lonnie Holt, who waited more 
than five hours, said it was all worth 
it to him. “It’s important for me to 
be here because I’m able to get my 
medicine without risking my life,” 
he said.

By Missouri law, dispensaries 
in the state will offer a selection of 
Misssouri-grown marijuana only, 
and eventually infused edibles 
and lab-tested manufactured THC 
products. So far, only a few Missouri 
cultivators are currently operating, 
meaning inventory will be limited 
at dispensaries statewide for at least 
the next few months. 

Another big hang up in the 
process was the approval of testing 
facilities.  Before marijuana is sold 
in state-licensed dispensaries, all 
product must go through testing 
facilities, to verify the amount of 
THC in the product. As of mid-
September no testing facilities were 
open in the state.  

“Facilities are getting up and 
running now, and the first testing 

laboratory is 
on track to be 
operational very 
soon,” Lyndall 
Fraker, director 
of Department of 
Health and Senior 
Services (DHSS), 
said last month.  

DHS, the 
department in 
charge of overseeing 
medical marijuana 
sales in  Missouri, 
has been criticized 
for the lengthy 
process involved 
in getting the 
state’s medical 
marijuana program 
up and operational. 
Missouri voters 
approved medical 
marijuana two years ago, and the 
state is already renewing medical 
marijuana cards for the first 
patients who got them. .  

Four dispensaries in St. Louis and 
Ozark opened in September, but 
were only selling products like CBD 
oil, Fox4KC.com reported.

"Fresh Green looks forward to 
continuing to grow our inventory 
for patients as our industry 
partners are approved,” said 
Bianca Sullivan, dispensary 
owner. “It’s amazing to see this 
industry come to life with so 
much support throughout the 
state.”

Fresh Green is also nearing 
completion of its second location at 

7130 Wornall Road in Kansas City.
Patients must visit a physician to 

be certified as having a qualifying 
condition in order to make a 
purchase at a dispensary. To receive 
a patient card from the state, both 
the patient and the physician must 
file paperwork with DHSS and await 
approval after paying a processing 
fee. 

Approved patients have a 
constitutional right to purchase 
medical marijuana from licensed 
facilities and possess medical 
marijuana within possession limits.

Per Article XIV of the Missouri 
Constitution, a qualifying medical 
condition is:

• Cancer

• Epilepsy
• Glaucoma
• Intractable migraines 

unresponsive to other treatment
• A chronic medical condition 

that causes severe, persistent 
pain or persistent muscle 
spasms, including but not 
limited to those associated with 
multiple sclerosis, seizures, 
Parkinson’s disease, and 
Tourette’s syndrome

• Debilitating psychiatric 
disorders, including, but not 
limited to, post-traumatic stress 
order if diagnosed by a state-
licensed psychiatrist

• Human immunodeficiency 
virus or acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome

• A chronic medical condition 
that is normally treated with a 

prescription medication that could 
lead to physical or psychological 
dependence, when a physician 
determines that medical use of 
marijuana could be effective in 
treating that condition and would 
serve as a safer alternative to the 
prescription medication

• A terminal illness
• In the professional judgment 

of a physician, any other chronic, 
debilitating, or other medical 
condition, including, but not 
limited to, hepatitis C, amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, inflammatory 
bowel disease, Crohn’s disease, 
Huntington’s disease, autism, 
neuropathies, sickle cell anemia, 
agitation of Alzheimer’s disease, 
cachexia, and wasting syndrome.

FINALLY: First Medical Marijuana Dispensary in KC Metro Opens
CAPITOL FEDERAL 
BREAKS GROUND 
ON NEW WICHITA 

LOCATION
Capitol Federal broke ground on a new 
northeast Wichita branch earlier this month.  
The new branch is at the northeast corner 
of 13th and Oliver. The site is the location 
of the old Quik Trip, and helps bring back 
life to an intersection that had been on 
decline. The new branch will replace the 
bank’s location just across the street in 
KenMar Plaza. 
With almost 2,500 square feet, the new 
location will have three teller stations, two 
drive-thru lanes and an ATM. It will also 
have a lending presence with a closing 
room.  The new location is expected to 
open in spring 2021.  
The inside of the existing branch location, 
and at the other Cap Fed locations, are 
once again open after being closed due 
to COVID-19 pandemic precautions. The 
current location will remain open during 
the construction.

TOPEKA ‘I JUST WANT 
TO TESTIFY’ 

DOCUMENTARY 
WINS AWARD 

“I Just Want to Testify,” a documentary 
relating to the 1954 Brown v. Board case, 
has won the 2020 Kansas Association of 
Broadcasting Television and Radio Award 
for Best Special Program. The documentary, 
produced by public television station KTWU 
in Topeka, is a conversation with 20 students 
and teachers from the segregation era. For 
the first time ever, students and teachers 
from the four segregated Black elementary 
schools in Topeka talk about their community 
and educational experiences prior to and 
after integration.
Production of the documentary was led 
by KTWU CEO/
General Manager 
Eugene Williams, 
who also served 
as faci l i tator of 
the discussion.  
W i l l i a m s  w a s 
assisted by Jim 
Ke l ly,  Mar ie t ta 
Patterson, Alona 
Harrison.

By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice 

On the 
Move



Buyers, who stood in line for hours, were pleased to be 
able to finally buy medical marijuana in Missouri.

Kansas Labor Department Digging Out of Unemployment Claim Backlog 

K
ansas Department of Labor 
Acting Secretary Ryan Wright 
says the unemployment 

benefit backlogs are thinning, 
the call center gridlock appears 
resolved and plans are under 
development to overhaul the 
agency’s IT network. Wright, who 

has been on board since June, 
says when he accepted the job 
the department had a backlog of 
26,000 claims.  

They’ve been able to cut the 
backlog to 12,000 claims, and he 
hopes to eliminate the backlog by 
the end of this month.  He’s done 
that in part by increasing the size 
of his team.  

“At the height of this, when the 

agency was getting 1.5 million 
call attempts a day, there were 
around 25 employees answering 
phones. Now, we’re at around 100 
KDOL employees. We’ve got 150 
Accenture folks on the phones,” 
said Wright. 

According to Wright, the longest 
anybody was on hold last week was 
20 minutes.  That’s particularly 
good, since Wright says 110,000 

Kansans have been certified as 
losing their jobs due to COVID-19.

“I used to hear a lot about 
people not getting through, not 
getting responses,” Wright said. 
“Right now, we’re hearing a lot 
about identity theft.” 

Identity-theft crooks are 
concentrated in the Pandemic 

By Tim Carpenter
The Reflector

See BACKLOG page 22 Williams
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Joe Biden  
“I could say that I’m a 

lousy candidate, that I 
didn’t do a good job. But I 
think, I hope, that it doesn’t 
say that we are as racially, 
ethnically and religiously 
at odds as it appears the 
president wants us to be.” 

What if You Lose?

Donald Trump
“Could you imagine if I 

lose? My whole life, what am 
I gonna do? I’m gonna say, I 
lost to the worst candidate in 
the history of politics. I’m not 
gonna feel so good. Maybe I’ll 
have to leave the country.  I 
don’t know.”

E
arly this month, presi-
dential candidate Joe 
Biden was in Gettys-

burg, Pennsylvania, the site of 
the defining Civil War battle in 
1863 that ended up saving the 
Union, to make a point about 
the need to heal the country's 
political chasms.

 "Today again, we are a 
house divided," he said.

"As I look across America 
today, I'm concerned the 
country is in a dangerous 
place," the former vice presi-
dent said. "Our trust in each 
other is ebbing. Hope seems 
elusive. Too many American 
see our public life not as an 
arena for mediation of our dif-
ferences, but rather they see it as 
an occasion for total, unrelenting 
partisan warfare. Instead of treating 
each other's party as the opposi-
tion, we treat them as the enemy. 
This must end."

AND THE SURVEY SAYS

Those sentiments might help 
explain the conclusion of a new 
survey that finds a majority of 
U.S. adults believe the country is 
"on the verge" of a second civil 
war. Of those, four of 10 said they 
"strongly agree" with that senti-
ment expressed most sharply by 
those identifying themselves as very 
conservative or very liberal.

The online poll Sept. 23 has a 
margin of error of 4.42 percentage 
points in either direction.

“This is the single most fright-
ening poll result I’ve ever been 
associated with,” said Rich Thau, 
president of Engagious, one of the 
three firms, along with the Sports 

and Leisure Research Group and 
ROKK Solutions, that sponsored the 
survey.

Thau said that the partisan ten-
sions have been "bubbling below 
the surface or just above" for some 
time and that the divisions are be-
ing ruptured further by a pandemic 
over which both sides disagree on 
the severity and response and an 
election in which both sides view 
each other as hardened combat-
ants.

"So, what’s the consequence 
of that? How bad does this get?" 
said Thau, who has been holding 
focus groups with battleground 
state voters as part of the Swing 
Voter Project. "You’ve got people 
on the far left with guns, people 
on the far right with guns. And an 
unwillingness of political elites to 
condemn this. ... People are girding 
themselves for something awful to 
happen.”

The poll doesn't define what a 
civil war would look like. Would it 

be armed confrontation in some 
areas or just widespread protests? 
Would it involve economic boycotts 
or simply family members and 
friends who no longer speak to one 
another?

'DEHUMANIZING' THE OTHER 

SIDE

Alex Theodoridis, an associate 
professor of political science at 
the University of Massachusetts-
Amherst, has studied the coun-
try's growing partisan divide. The 
reasonable chance that the election 
comes down to a few states and 
that legal challenges could mean a 
protracted court battle would give 
voters on both sides more ammu-
nition to doubt the integrity of the 
election and act out, he said.

"A close, contested election 
in our hyper-polarized political 
climate could very well produce 
isolated incidents of partisan 
violence," he said. "My research, 

T
his year’s presidential election is 
taking a toll on the mental health 
of people across the country.  Ac-

cording to a new survey conducted by 
The Harris Poll on behalf of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association more than 
two-thirds of U.S. adults (68%) say that 
the 2020 U.S. presidential election is a 
significant source of stress in their life.  

“This is truly uncharted territory,” 
says Donya Wallace, a nationally certified 
therapist and visiting professor at Palo 
Alto University.  Wallace notes that people 
may find their old ways of coping are 
no longer effective. “Many people rely 
upon the support of family and friends 
during difficult times. The pandemic has 
impacted our ability to connect through 
personal contact, so we have become 

more reliant upon social platforms.” And 
while these spaces have been helpful in 
keeping us connected, they have also 
exposed us to one another's political 
views which, as Wallace points out, 
has the potential to create ruptures in 
those relationships as the political race 
becomes more contentious. 

 “The brain, body, the entire sys-
tem – all are trying to adjust to a lack 
of normalcy,”  says Wallace. “Experi-
ences of anxiety can be quite different 
from one person to the next.  For some 
it may be more of a somatic experi-
ence, with physical discomfort like 
muscle tension, or headaches. For 
others, it may manifest as sleep distur-

Polls Warning of Violence, 
Civil War, Over Election
• Both Donald Trump and Joe Biden supporters seem concerned our country may not 
be able to heal following this election.  

A Black Lives Matter protester and pro-Trump demonstrators scuffle at a rally 
this summer.  

Tips for Coping with 
Election Anxiety
• If you’re stressed out about the election, you’re not alone. 

See VIOLENCE page 6 See COPING page 6

2020 Election Section  



bance, loss of appetite or difficulties 
concentrating. Others experience a 
sense of dread and despair, sadness and 
depression.”   

Wallace offers these tips to help 
individuals reduce stress and cope with 
the anxiety caused by the impending 
elections:

PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS – To 
safeguard relationships consider:

Set boundaries 
around political 
discussions. If 
conversations become 
uncomfortable, feel free 
to walk away and take a 
time-out.

Agree to disagree. 
Respect the right of 
others to hold different 
opinions and avoid 
attempts to persuade 
those who strongly hold 
on to a particular view.

Focus on those 
aspects of the 
relationship in which 
there is a shared 

interest. Consider creating a list of safe 
topics with family and friends.  

SELF-CARE - Set limits on your 
use of social media and consider 
disconnecting from platforms that 
cause distress
• Turn the television off. 
• Take time each day to engage in 
those activities that bring about a sense 
of calm and peace such as walking, 
exercise or yoga. Read a good book or 

plan a movie night at home. 

VOTING – To alleviate fear or concerns 

about voting on Nov. 3, consider these 
simple suggestions:

USE THE BUDDY SYSTEM -  Voting with 
friends and/or family members not only 
provides company while standing in 
line, but also offers a sense of comfort 
to those who may experience concerns 
about their physical safety in some 
settings. 

ANTICIPATE LONG LINES AND WAIT 

TIMES - Pack a lunch and bring along a 
chair in case lines are long.

VOTE EARLY IF POSSIBLE -  Early and/
or absentee voting has 
started in most states 
and allows citizens to 
cast votes before Election 
Day. Check your local 
polling station for when 
and where voting is 
permitted in your state.

PLAN AHEAD - Verify 
your registration, 
polling location and 
requirements. Review 
the ballot prior to 
heading to the polls. If 
voting by mail, follow all 
of the instructions and 
requirements to make sure 
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and work by others, shows that 
most partisans are willing to 
metaphorically dehumanize those 
from the other party and that this 
dehumanization predicts greater 
tolerance for partisan violence.”

And each side is apt to blame the 
other for inciting disorder.
“If Trump wins, I fear chaotic, 
destructive hate will continue,” 
said Chrissy Koach, 49, a Trump 
supporter from Arlington, VA.

“Trump Derangement Syndrome 
really exists and some people will 
not stop,” she wrote in an email 
to USA TODAY. “Even if President 
Trump wins by a landslide/
legitimately, I believe irrational 
people will persist and continue to 
sow hate, fear, etc.”

Noor Ain, 23, is worried about 
what will happen in the aftermath 
of the election. A Biden supporter 
who initially backed Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren in the 
Democratic presidential primary, 
Ain said Trump’s victory in 2016 
“validated” hate in the U.S. and 

that his followers could act up 
even if he wins reelection.student 
who emigrated from Pakistan as 
a child, is worried about what will 
happen in the aftermath of the 
election. A Biden supporter who 
initially backed Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren in the 
Democratic presidential primary, 
Ain said Trump’s victory in 2016 
“validated” hate in the U.S. and 
that his followers could act up even 
if he wins reelection.

“The country’s already pretty 
divided, and it’s only become more 
and more divided in the past four 
years," she said. "Considering the 
state of things this year, there's 
a lot of different emotions and 
there are a lot of people who feel 
very strongly about different sides. 
Whatever the outcome is, I feel like 
there will be a rise in violence."

Thau said he has never seen 
anything like it.

“I was a history major in college 
and I try to imagine how someone 
will explain this to other people 50 
years from now," he said. "It just 
seems like the country’s lost its 
mind."

- Contributing: USA Today

VIOLENCE

from page 5



COPING

from page 5

Coping suggestions:  Pack a lunch and bring along a chair in case 
lines are long. your vote gets counted.
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CHECK YOUR VOTER REGISTRATION:  

Kansas: https://myvoteinfo.voteks.org/
VoterView

Missouri: https://s1.sos.mo.gov/elections/
voterlookup

LAST DAY TO REQUEST ADVANCE BALLOT

Kansas: Tues., Oct 27

Missouri: Wed., Oct. 21, 5 p.m. 

SEE YOUR BALLOT HERE  

KCK:  www.wycokck.org/Election/Voting.
aspx

KCMO:  https://voteroutreach.sos.mo.gov

Wichita:   https://myvoteinfo.voteks.org/
VoterView/  
Complete the registration inquiry informa-

tion, if you’re registered, you can scan down 
and click on your sample ballot. for your 

FIND YOUR POLLING LOCATION HERE

Kansas:  https://myvoteinfo.voteks.org/
VoterView 

Missouri: https://voteroutreach.sos.mo.gov

ADVANCED VOTING LOCATIONS - 

WICHITA

• Sedgwick County Election Office, 510 N. 
Main 

Now – Nov. 2 (M-F) | 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sat., Oct. 31 | 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

• Intrust Bank Arena, 500 E. Waterman 
Oct. 26, & 27 |10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Oct. 28 |10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Oct. 29 & 30 |10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

• Times/dates for all of the remaining 
Wichita Locations:

Oct. 27, 29 & 30 | 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Oct. 28 |10 a.m. – 4 pm. 
Oct. 31 | 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

•Grace Presbyterian Church,  5002 E. 
Douglas  

•Machinists Building, 3830 S. Meridian 
Ave. 
  •Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, 

2727 E. 25th 
•Reformation Lutheran, 7601 E. 13th St.  N. 
•SEIU Building, 3340 W. Douglas Ave. 
•Sharon Baptist Church, 2221 S. Oliver 
•St. Andrew’s Lutheran, 2555 Hyacinth Ln. 
•Westlink Church of Christ, 10025 W. 

Central 
•Woodland Lakes Community Church, 

431 S. Woodlawn Blvd. 

ADVANCE VOTING LOCATIONS - KCK

•Election Office:  850 State Avenue, KCK 
Oct. 26 – Oct. 30 (M-F) | 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sat., Oct. 31 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Mon., Nov. 2 | 8 a.m. - 12 Noon

• Joe Amayo/Argentine Community Center:  
2810 Metropolitan Ave, KCK

Sat., Oct. 24 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Oct. 26 – Oct. 30 (M-F) | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sat., Oct. 31 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

• Eisenhower Rec Center:  2901 N 72nd 
Oct. 24 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Oct. 26 – Oct. 30 (M-F) | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sat., Oct. 31 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

ADVANCE VOTING LOCATIONS - KCMO 

• Union Station's Innovation Center 
  Now - Nov. 2 (M-F) | 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

• The following KCMO locations will be open 
Now – Oct. 31
•Gregory Hills Church of God, 7020 James 

A. Reed
Mon-Thurs: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Fri: 10 a.m. – 

5 p.m., Sat: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
•United Believers Community Church, 5600 

E. 112th Ter.
Mon - Thurs: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., 
Fri: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Sat: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
•The Whole Person, 3710 Main St.
Mon – Fri: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Sat: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
• Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Center, 3700 

Blue Parkway
Mon – Thurs: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., 
Fri: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Sat: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

BALLOT DROP BOXES  - WICHITA
Now - Nov. 3. Boxes are located outside 

and accessible 24/7. 
•Sedgwick County Courthouse, 525 N Main•
•Sedgwick County Health Dept., 1900 E 9th
•Orchard Recreation Center, 4808 W. 95th
•Linwood Recreation Center, 1901 S. 

Kansas
•Boston Recreation Center, 6555 E. Zim-

merly 
•Evergreen Recreation Center, 2700 N. Wood-

land
Sedgwick County has a total of 14 ballot 

box locations including 
•Bel-Aire City Hall, 7651 E. Central Park 
•Fire Station 32, 7750 Wild West Rd, Park 

City  

BALLOT DROP BOXES -- KCK 
 Wyandotte County Election Office, 850 

State, KCK 

RIDES TO THE POLL -- WICHITA 
Nov. 3 
Ministerial League – (316) 530-2601
St. Mark UMC,           (316) 681-2214
City of Wichita – Free Bus Ride to the Polls
Derby, KS – Free Bus Rides
Uber – ½ Price Rides (APP-Micah Dennis)
Lyft –  ½ Price Rides (APP)
October 31, Root to Power, – Jondalyn Mar-
shall/Nicole Lee (316) 550-8689

RIDES TO THE POLL -- KC
KCATA Free rides to the poll on Nov. 3 
Freedom Inc.(816) 483-8683 

Voter Resource Guide

K
ansas election officials and activists are con-
cerned with the high number of people who 
requested mail ballots showing up at polling 

places to cast in-person ballots instead.
These voters are directed to fill out a provisional 

ballot, which complicates the process for election 
workers who are already overwhelmed with unprece-
dented early turnout and social distancing constraints 
as a result of the pandemic. The provisional ballot 
will be counted a week after the election, when local 
officials verify the individual hasn’t voted twice, but 
won’t be included in election night results.

Johnson County opened 10 early voting locations 
Saturday and processed 7,562 votes, of which 1,011 
were provisional. Another 739 provisional ballots 
were cast on the second day of early voting in the 
county.

Connie Schmidt, the Johnson County election com-
missioner, said almost all the provisional ballots were 
cast by those who had previously requested a mail 
ballot.  A lot of people were impatient, because they 

hadn’t received their mail-in ballot.  
If you haven’t received your ballot by now, you 

should call your local election office. 
For those who have requested a mail ballot, filling 

it out and dropping it off rather than showing up to 
vote in person speeds up the process of certifying 
election results, said Leslie Mark, the Kansas team 
lead for Indivisible KC, which is working to engage 
people in the voting process.

She said provisional ballots are not bad but will 
not be counted until the county canvass, which in 
Johnson County begins Nov. 9, the Monday after the 
election, and may last until Nov. 17. A substantial 
number of provisional ballots could change the 
outcome of a close race.

If voters are concerned about the status of their 
advanced ballot, they can track it online, Koupal said. 
Voters who are not sure whether they requested a by-
mail ballot can contact the Secretary of State’s office 
or their local election office.

“If you wish to vote in person that is absolutely 
fine, but to prevent people from casting multiple 
votes you will be given a provisional ballot,” Koupal 
said.

If You Ordered a Mail-in Ballot You Can
Only Vote Provisionally at the Polls
By Noah Taborda 
Kansas Reflector

Two Weeks Out, Here’s the Prediction  
From 270toWin.com. We’ll check back in two weeks and see how they did.  
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D
espite some politicians’ breathless 
but baseless claims about voter fraud, 
election officials in the United States 

actually have a sophisticated system to prevent 
it.

Voter fraud is rare in part because election 
officials do a pretty good job of removing 
opportunities for fraud by removing out-of-date 
registrations.

If registrations for deceased voters are 
routinely removed from the rolls, they can’t be 
used to illegally cast a ballot in the deceased 
person’s name.

If duplicate registrations at old addresses or 
in old names are routinely removed from the 
voter rolls, they can’t be used to vote twice.

Such list maintenance is a key part of every 
election official’s job and is required by federal 
law.

The best tool available for this is the 
Electronic Registration Information Center 

(ERIC), a sophisticated and secure data 
matching system developed in 2012 by Pew 
Charitable Trusts and election officials in 
Colorado, Delaware, Maryland, Nevada, Utah, 
Virginia and Washington.

By the end of last year, 30 states and the 
District of Columbia were using ERIC, and the 
program had identified 3,612,516 cross-state 
duplicate registrations; 9,495,641 within-state 
duplicate registrations; and 334,833 records 
for deceased voters. The system found these 
records by regularly comparing state supplied 
voter registration lists to motor vehicle 
licensing agency data and the Social Security 
Administration master death index list.

So why haven’t the other 20 states joined 
ERIC?

Especially now that Crosscheck, former 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach’s 
primitive and error-ridden tool for cross-state 
matching formerly used by 14 of the ERIC 
holdouts, has been sidelined by a federal judge 
due to inadequate data security?

Some states, including Kansas, say ERIC’s 

cost is the barrier. ERIC 
members must pay a $25,000 
fee to join and an annual 
split of the ongoing operating 
costs, which for Kansas have 
been estimated at $18,000.

Focusing on out-of-pocket 
costs ignores the savings and 
efficiencies ERIC provides, 
such as lower mailing costs 
and fewer provisional ballots. 
States can also cancel costly 
individual subscriptions to 
the Social Security death 
index and U.S. Postal Service 
data.

Meanwhile, loud and well-funded voter 
fraud alarmists have not been moved to use 
part of their funding to expand ERIC or even to 
vigorously endorse its expansion to all 50 states 
— despite its proven ability to prevent fraud.

As Sherman Smith’s recent Kansas Reflector 
article documents, decades of casually made 
but never-substantiated claims of voter 

fraud are part of a multifaceted attempt by 
Republicans to choose their voters by denying 
the vote to those they cannot win over.

It’s time to move beyond election-integrity lip 
service as a cover story for attempts to suppress 
the vote.

We can advance both interests — protecting 
voting rights and minimizing fraud — by 
enrolling the  twenty hold-out states in ERIC.

30 States Use This Technology Against Voter Fraud — So Should Kansas and the Other 19
By Anita Parsa
The Reflector



F
or decades, Democrats have be pretty 
sparse in the 40-member Kansas Senate, 
but this year, they seem positioned to 

make considerable gains in what is still a 
Republican leaning state.  

With just 11 Democrats in the Kansas Senate, 
it’s been pretty difficult to push legislation 
through.  While the Dems hope to make gains 
this election, they don’t expect to “flip” the 
Senate, but they feel comfortable they’ll gain 
enough seats to keep the Republicans from 
overturning any veto made by Gov. Laura Kelly.  

It takes two-thirds of the Senate or 14 votes 
to overturn the governor’s veto.  So, with just a 
gain of three seats, the Democrats can assure 
they have the governor’s back.   

While others aren’t quite as optimistic, KS 
Sen. David Haley sees about seven seats that 
could potentially go blue. If the Dems pick up all 
of those seats, that would put them at 18 seats, 
which is still short of a majority.  However, in 
combination with a few moderate Republicans, 
the Dems might be able to pull together a 
majority on a few issues. 

The problem with that scenario, says 
Kerry Gooch, Chief of Staff for Kansas Senate 
Democratic Leader Anthony Hensley, is that 
most of the moderate Republicans lost in their 
primary to conservatives.  

What is encouraging, says Gooch, is that 
Gov. Laura Kelly won all of the districts the 
Democrats hope to flip.  

“If you voted for a Democrat for governor, 
it’s not that far of a stretch for you to vote for a 
Democrat for the Senate,” says Gooch.  

Here are the seats with the most potential for 
going blue.  

JOHNSON COUNTY 

District 8  Cindy Holscher, the Democrat, is 
a current State House member, running for the 
Senate Seat being vacated by Jim Denning, who 
decided not to seek reelection.  She’s running 
against James Todd, who was in the State 
House, but lost that last two times in a row to a 
Democrat.  

District 9 Stacy Knoell, an African-American 
woman, is the Democratic candidate for this 
open seat.  Julia Lynn, the incumbent, decided 
not to run and pulled out of the election 
less than two months ago.  The Republican 
Committee members selected Beverly 
Gossage to replace Lynn on the ballot.  
Gossage previously ran for Kansas Insurance 
Commissioner but lost in the primary.

District 10  Lindsey Constance, is the 
Democrat candidate in yet another “technically” 
open race. The incumbent Mary Pilcher Cook 
stepped down in February and was replaced by 
Mike Thompson, a retired KC-area television 
weatherman. Constance is a current Shawnee 
City councilmember and teacher.  

District 11 Joy Koesten, the Democrat, 
used to be a Republican member in the Kansas 

House.  She was basically pushed out of the 
State House after she endorsed Democrat Laura 
Kelly for governor over Republican Kris Kobach.  
Now, she’s back running as a Democrat for 
the Senate against conservative Republican 
Kelly Warren. This became an open race after 
Warren beat the incumbent John Strubble in 
the primary.  

WYANDOTTE/LEAVENWORTH COUNTIES  

District 5  Jeff Pittman is the Democrat 
running for this seat that is partially in 
Leavenworth and Wyandotte Counties.  Pitman 
is a current house member running for 
the Senate.  This is another open seat.  The 
incumbent resigned.  Kevin Braun, the 
Republican, ran for the State House twice before 
and lost both times.  

WICHITA/SEDGWICK COUNTY

District 28 Jim Ward, the Democrat, is the 
long term member of the Kansas House.  He’s 
taking on incumbent Mike Peterson in this 
District that covers a large part of Southeast 
Wichita.  The Democrats have come close to 
winning this seat in the past.  With Ward, a 
strong candidate, they could make it to the 
finish line this time

District 29  Melissa Gregory, is the 
Democrat in this open race.  Incumbent Susan 
Wagle, the former Majority Leader of the Senate, 
is not seeking reelection.  She’s running against 
Renee Erickson, a current member of the 

Democrats Could Make ‘Veto-Proof’ Gains in the KS Senate  
Kansas House.  Gregory is the 
former Chief of Staff for former 
Congressman Dan Glickman and 
also worked on the leadership 
team for both Govs. Laura Kelly 
and Kathleen Sebelius.

TOPEKA/SHAWNEE 

COUNTY 

District 20  Rachel Willis, the 
Democrat is a non-profit executive.  
This is another open race. The 
incumbent Erick Rucker, lost to 
Brenda Dietrich, a conservative 
Republican, in the primary.

Race to Watch 

Stacey Knoell is one 
of those candidates poised to 
help the Democrats transform 
the Senate.  Although she’s 
been an active member of 
the Democratic Party, this is 
Stacey’s first run for political 
office. She has a strong lead 
on her opponent, since she’s 
been running for office for 
more than a year, has proved 
successful at raising money, 
and as an active member 
of the Johnson County 

community, this intelligent 
young mother of two and 
wife, has been able to win 
people over.  
She originally boldly entered 
this race to take on a 3-term 
incumbent, but in the weeks 
leading up to the election, the 
incumbent Julia Lynn pulled 
out of the race.  Learn more 
about the path going forward 
for Knoell and several other 
Kansas Democrats in this 
story.

KANSAS SENATE DISTRICT 9 
Johnson County



See SENATE page 9

ERC Members 

States as of 

October 2020



this year are:  Judge Kevin Harrell, 
first appointed in 2012, and Judge 
Kenneth Garrett II, first appointed in 
2013.  If you want to learn more about 
each of them, go to www.16thcircuit.
org/circuit-judges 

On the Missouri side, voters can con-
sult yourmis-
sourijudges.org, 
which provides 
information 
and perfor-
mance evalua-
tions for all the 
judges up for 
retention.

In Wyandotte 
County, 29th 

District, judges 
are elected.  
Eight judges are 
up for reelec-
tion, none of 
them are African 
American.  

In Sedgwick 
County, 18th 
Judicial District, 

judges are elected. Currently, the only 
judge that’s a Democrat, happens to 
also be the only judge who is African 
American, Judge Monique Centeno.  
Last year, Judge Centeno was appointed 
by Gov. Laura Kelly to fill a vacancy on 
the bench.  Not on the bench a year, 
she’s already up for reelection. 

There are two other Democrats run-
ning for seats as judges in this district.  
Atty. James Thompson, who made 
a stellar run for U.S. House against 
Ron Estes, is now running for judge.  
Thompson is running against Sean 
Hatfield, who like Centeno, has only 
been on the bench since 2019.  

Joni Cole, who currently serves 
as facility legal counsel at El Dorado 
Correctional Facility, is running against 
incumbent Phil Journey.  

If enough Democrats make their way 
down the ballot to support the three 
Democrats, and enough Republicans 
just pass on the judges races, there’s a 
good chance the three Democrats might 
get elected.  

• Get prepared and VOTE in those down-ballot judicial races 
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE
K  C

OHAEBOSIM
Get out to Vote  on or Before NOV. 3

Vote For 

Progress

Vote for 
KC Ohaebosim 
89th District

• Funding for Mental Health
• Education
• Medicaid Expansion
• Economic Development
• Criminal Justice Reform

Paid for by the Campaign to Elect KC Ohaebosim * Carol Brewer. Treasurer

W
hen voters head to the polls, 
they’ll encounter a slew of 
down-ballot names they’ve 

likely never heard of: judges stand-
ing for retention and, in some areas, 
judges up for election.  

Both Mis-
souri and 
Kansas have 
non-partisan 
merit selec-
tion systems, 
although parts 
of both states 
still elect judges 
to office.

In a retention 
vote, the judges 
are not compet-
ing to hold their 
position against 
any opposition, 
they’re just 
“standing” for 
a vote of confi-
dence from the electorate.  The judges 
are appointed, with the process for ap-
pointment differing depending on the 
court they’re being appointed to and 
the jurisdiction.  After that, the judges 
stand for retention every few years, the 
interval depending on whether they 
are trial, appellate or supreme court 
judges. 

Judges standing for retention are 
rarely voted out of office.  Since the 
plan’s adoption in Missouri 80 years 
ago, no appellate judge has been voted 
out of office, and only three trial judges 
– in Missouri, the trial courts are 
known as circuit courts – have been 
voted out of office.

Some judges in both Missouri and 
Kansas are elected in partisan elec-
tions.  That means they run as Demo-
crat, Republican or other, and they 
can face opposition in a primary.  In 
Kansas, where judges are elected, the 
overwhelming majority of the judges 
are Republican. Since people tend to 
know so little about the judges, they 
tend to vote for them along party line, 

and since there are more Republicans 
than Democrats in Kansas, the Repub-
lican judges typically win. An exception 
is Wyandotte County, which is a heavily 
Democratic County, and the judges are 
predominantly Democrats.  

What also happens is that 
Democrats, as well as Repub-
licans, typically take a pass on these 
races, and don’t bother to vote at all.  
That’s not necessarily a good thing 
to do.  In Kansas, only circuit court 
judges, just in some areas of the state, 
are elected.  Sedgwick County is one 
of the areas where these judges are 
elected.  

What do circuit court judges do? 

They preside over civil actions, 
something an individual might more 
likely have a chance of going to court 
for, rather than criminal cases.  For 
example, they preside over divorces, 
child support, child custody, equitable 
distribution of property, alimony, an-
nulments, emancipation proceedings, 
involuntary commitment proceedings, 
and non-domestic civil disputes of 
$25,000 or less.  

See why they’re important? 

There are very few African-American 
judges in western Missouri and Kan-
sas.  African-American judges up for 
retention election in western Missouri 

(Bottom) Judges Kevin 
Harrell & Kenneth Garrett 
III of Jackson Co., MO.are 
on the ballot for a retne-
tion vote.   
Top: L-R) Judge Monique 
Centeno and candidates 
James Thompson & Joni 
Cole are up for elec-
tion as distirct judges 
in Sedgwick County.  f 
Sedgwick Co., KS.  

Don’t Pass on the Judicial Races 



It helps that most of these races are 
for empty seats, says Gooch. “It’s also 
good that we have strong candidates, 

who’ve been able to raise a lot of 
money to help get their message out.”  

He also says the future looks good 
for Democrats in Johnson County.  

“Johnson is going blue,” says 
Gooch.  “It’s going to happen, it’s a 

question of when. These suburban 
voters aren’t going to vote for Donald 
Trump, and they’re going to vote 
for Barbara Bollier.  They’re not the 
Republicans they used to be.”

SENATE

from page 8
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C
oncern is growing over potential 
confrontations at polling places 
due to deep partisan divides and 

President Trump’s call for his support-
ers "to go into the polls and watch very 
carefully."

Voting 
intimidation 
of any kind 
is illegal 
and several 
organiza-
tions are 
in place for 
voters on ei-
ther side to 
report any 
intimidation 
or illegal 
actions at the polls.  

Federal law, which states that “no 
person . . . shall intimidate, threaten, 
coerce . . . any other person for the 
purpose of interfering with the right of 
[that] person to vote or to vote as he 
may choose.”

Some examples of voter intimida-

tion could be:
Aggressively questioning a voter 

about citizenship
Baseless or discriminatory chal-

lenges to voter eligibility
Falsely presenting as an elections 

official and spreading false informa-
tion

SHOUTING ABUSIVE LANGUAGE

If a voter is being followed and 
improperly photographed or recorded

Blocking the entrance to a polling 

Feel Intimidated at the Polls? 
Make Sure to Report it 

See REPORT IT page 13
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E
very ten years, using data compiled 
from the Census, states are required 
by law to redraw the lines for their 

congressional and state legislative districts to 
make sure the districts have equal popula-
tions.  Since 1875, Missouri has counted 
every single person living in the state for 
redistricting. But some lawmakers who want 
that to change, successfully added Amend-
ment 3 to the ballot with quite confusing 
language.

AMENDMENT 3 ASKS: 

 Shall the Missouri Constitution be 

amended to:

• Ban gifts from paid lobbyists to legisla-

tors and their employees;
• Reduce legislative campaign contribu-

tion limits;
• Change the redistricting process voters 
approved in 2018 by:
 (i) transferring responsibility for drawing 
state legislative districts from the Non-

partisan State Demographer to Governor-
appointed bipartisan commissions; (ii) 
modifying and reordering the redistricting 
criteria.
State governmental entities expect no cost 
or savings. Individual local governmental 
entities expect significant decreased rev-

enues of a total unknown amount.
Yes or No?
Clean Missouri, a statewide and bipartisan 
organization that campaigns for fair redis-
tricting, says lawmakers are trying to deceive 
voters into voting “yes” based on the gift and 
contribution limits, but they say it’s really 
about changing redistricting.
In 2018, Missouri voters approved fair map 
redistricting reforms, making Missouri the 
first to require a nonpartisan demographer 
to draw the House and Senate districts using 
a mathematical formula. Clean Missouri 
says that a “yes” on Amendment 3 will 
reverse that vote and create a governor-ap-
pointed bipartisan commission, which they 
say will not be truly fair.
In addition, the full legislation’s text says 
redistricting will be based on “one person, 
one vote,” which both sides of the issue are 
interpreting to mean two different things.  
Clean Missouri says “one person, one vote,” 
means only eligible voters will be counted 

instead of the total population when redraw-
ing districts.  Republican supporters of the 

bill are split, with some saying the wording 
just goes back to previous wording used 
in the state’s redistricting rules and then, 
everyone was counted.  However, another 
group of supporters are saying yes, the 
phrase means only voters would be consid-
ered in redistricting.    
How the phrase is interpreted would 
ultimately be decided by the state’s general 
assembly.  If the decision was made to only 
count eligible voters, Missouri would be the 
first state to take that position.
Only counting eligible voters leaves out chil-
dren under 18 and noncitizens of Missouri 
who make up nearly a quarter of the popula-
tion. In addition, 28% of Black Missourians 
are children and 36% of Latinx Missourians 
are children, which is a large portion of 
representation for Missourians of color who 
would not be counted.
Cecilia-Ananya Belser-Patton, political direc-
tor for Clean Missouri, said Missourians will 
lose significant representation for redistrict-
ing if Amendment 3 passes. Belser-Patton 
said it goes back to the legislation and policy 
connected with the Jim Crow South.
“It harkens back to language and policy in 
which African Americans were considered 
to be three-fifths of a person,” she said. 
“If this amendment passes, we would have 
representation that would be very similar to 
that type of representation.”
According to a report from the Brennan 

Center, not counting children or non-citizens 
would disproportionately affect communities 
of color. 
"Only 21% of Missouri’s white population 
would go uncounted," Rudensky writes. "By 

contrast, 28% of Missouri’s Black popula-
tion, 54% of its Asian population, and 54% 
of its Latino population would be erased 
when district lines are drawn."
In a video encouraging Missouri voters 
to vote against Amendment 3, Starsky D. 
Wilson, pastor of Saint John's Church in St. 
Louis and CEO of the Deaconess Foundation 
said the passage of the amendment is a cor-
rupt strategy to diminish the electoral power 
of Black and brown Missourians. 
“Though children are not voters, they are 
impacted by votes,” Wilson said. “They have 
a right to have political representation. They 
shouldn’t be erased.”
“(Amendment 3) harkens back to Missis-
sippi in the 1960s and 1970s and surely that 
is not a place that Missouri wants to go. And 
surely that is a place African Americans of 
Missouri don’t want to be. So, vote no on 3,” 
said Belser-Patton.

OTHER ISSUES ON THE BALLOT YOU 

SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

State Amendment 1 – 

“Do you want to amend the Missouri Con-

stitution to extend the two-term restriction 
that currently applies to the Governor and 
Treasurer to the Lt. Governor, Secretary of 
State, Auditor and the Attorney General?”
A “yes” vote will impose a two-term restric-
tion on the lieutenant governor, secretary of 

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

| 
O

C
T
. 
2
2
, 
2
0
2
0

12

See INITIATIVES page 13

E
L

E
C

T
IO

N
 2

0
2

0

Understanding Missouri and Jackson 
County 2020 Ballot Initiatives 

By Jazzlyn Johnson 
The Community Voice 

•Clean Missouri says Amendment 3 language harkens back to policy 
connected to Jim Crow South

Supporters of a 2018 redistricting ballot measure that passed with 62% of the vote say 
that if Amendment 3 on this year’s ballot is approved, 2018’s Amendment 1 will basi-
cally be overturned.  
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www.Dupree4DA.com

D O N AT E  O N L I N E  TO D AY !
Call or Text to Volunteer!

913-981-0838 / email: mark@dupree4DA.com
Paid for by Treasurer Karema Luster

DEAR WYANDOTTE,
Since 2017, we’ve achieved so much by FACING FORWARD:

- Increased Safety / Decreased Crime

- 1st Conviction Integrity Unit in Kansas

- Youth Engagement

- Smart Prosecution

- Increased Felony Conviction Rate

- Behavioral Health Court / Mental 

Health Diversion / Veterans Court / 

Drug Court re-engagement

Let’s do it again by FIGHTING FORWARD!

Introducing JUSTICE 2020:
- Bail Bond Reform

- Increase Quality Education vs. Mass 

Incarceration thru Partnerships 

- End Truancy-to-Prison Pipeline

- Implicit Bias Training for legal partners

- Transparency in the Justice System

- Holistic Prosecution (focus on Preven-

tion, Victim Engagement, & Re-entry 

Programs to decrease crime)

Lifelong Wyandotte Countian + Husband & Father + Local Pastor 
25 Years of Community Involvement + Diverse Legal Experience

VOTE Tues, Nov. 3

state, state auditor and attorney 
general, which currently only ap-
plies to the governor and treasurer.
In Jackson County:
Question 1 – 
“Shall Jackson County, Missouri, 
impose a monthly fee not to 
exceed $1.00 (one dollar) on a 
subscriber of any communications 
service that has been enabled to 
contact 911 for the purpose of 
funding 911 service in the County? 
The proceeds of this fee shall be 
deposited in the County’s special 
E-911 System Fund and not com-

ingled with the general funds of 
the County, to be expended solely 
for the purpose set forth herein.”
Missouri is the only state that 
doesn’t impose a monthly charge 
on cell phone bills to support 911 
systems. In Missouri, the systems 
are paid for with landline fees, 
which are used less and less, de-
creasing funding for 911 upgrades. 
Question 2 - 
“Shall Jackson County, Missouri, 
remove the statues of Andrew 
Jackson now located outside 
the Jackson County Courthouse 
in Kansas City and the Historic 
Truman Courthouse in Indepen-
dence?”
After protesters defaced the Andrew 

Jackson statues outside the Jackson 
County Courthouse in June, conver-
sations about removing the statue 
emerged. 
Frank White, Jr, Jackson County ex-
ecutive recommended the statues, 
that are reminders of oppression, 
be removed. 
“Let me be clear – we can never 
erase history. It is already writ-
ten. But we don’t need symbols to 
remind us of the decades of op-
pression endured by people of color 
when that is the very thing we are 
desperately trying to dismantle and 
heal from today. Like all great coun-
ties, this is an opportunity for us to 
change and evolve together, for the 
better,” White said in a statement.

INITIATIVES

from page 12

Yinka Faleti is the under-
dog in a Republican-dominated state 
with an opponent named Aschroft, 
however, he’s gtting a lot of attention 
thanks to his sensible platform and 
endorsements from the state’s major 
newspapers.  

The Kansas City Star hailed Faleti 
as the most impressive candidate 
they’d interviewed all year, and the 
Whom neither board was impressed 
with was Jay Ashcroft, Faleti’s op-
ponent, who easily rose to office in 

2016 on the back of his familiar family 
name.  Jay is the son of former Mis-
souri governor, U.S. senator and Atty. 
General John Ashcroft.  

Jay is a staunch supporter of 
stricter voter ID laws and campaigned 
on the issue of controlling voter fraud.  
Since being elected, he has backed 
several Republican proposals to 
reduce the number of Missouri ballot 
initiative petitions and make it harder 
for ballot initiatives to win approval in 

elections.
Faleti, a Nigerian-born American, is 

a graduate of the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point and Washington 
University School of Law.  Between 
the two, he served six years as an 
active-duty officer in the U.S. Army 
and completed two tours in Kuwait.  

After law school, he went to work 
for a major St. Louis law firm before 
becoming a state prosecutor in the 
St. Louis Circuit Attorney’s Office.  He 
left there and went on to serve as a 
senior vice president at the United 
Way of Greater St. Louis before tak-
ing a position as the executive direc-
tor of Forward Through Ferguson, a 
St. Louis-region nonprofit formed to 
implement changes proposed by the 
Ferguson Commission Report is-
sued following the death of Michael 
Brown. 

Race to Watch 

SECRETARY OF STATE
Missouri 



REPORT IT

from page 10
place

DISRUPTING VOTING LINES

Taunting other voters or election 
workers Federal law protects against 
such crimes as intimidating or brib-
ing voters, buying and selling votes, 
impersonating voters, altering vote tal-
lies, stuffing ballot boxes, and marking 
ballots for voters against their wishes 
or without their input. Further, federal 
law protects the right of voters to mark 
their own ballot or to be assisted by a 
person of their choice (where voters 
need assistance because of disability 
or illiteracy).

A federal prosecutor will be on duty 
on Election Day to respond to com-
plaints of possible election fraud or 
voting rights violations in Kansas, U.S. 
Attorney Stephen McAllister said.

HOW TO REPORT INTIMIDATION 

If you have been kept from casting 
your ballot or experienced voter intim-
idation, here are some ways to report 
the violation of your right to vote

Call the National Election Protection 
hotline (866-OUR-VOTE)

Report intimidation to county poll 
workers, the county clerk, elections 
officials, local and state officials, or the 
state board of elections. Their offices 
will be open on Election Day. 

Justice Department Voting Rights 

Hotline at 800-253-3931
In addition, the U.S. Attorney’s 

office for Kansas and for Western Mis-
souri have each appointed a District 
Election Office who will be respon-
sible for overseeing the handling of 
complaints of election fraud and 
voting rights concerns in consultation 
with Justice Department officials in 
Washington.  

For Kansas, the person is Asst. U.S. 
Attorney Jared Maag

For Missouri, that person is Asst. 
U.S. Attorney Alan T. Simpson

Both will be available to the public 
while the polls are open on Nov. 3.  

For Kansas, call 785-295-2858.  For 
Missouri, call 816-426-3122.

Your Voice, Your Vote: 2020
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D
espite what you may have heard 
about the impending demise of the 
Affordable Care Act at the hands 

of a conservative Supreme Court, open 
enrollment for 2021 coverage under the 
Affordable Care Act opens Nov. 1 and runs 
through Dec. 15.  

Yes, the Supreme Court is expected to 
hear oral arguments in a case seeking to 
overturn the law, also known as Obam-
acare, in November after the presidential 
election, however a ruling wouldn’t be 
expected until next spring.  

The question of what will happen if 
the Supreme Court rules against the ACA 
is hard to answer.  The court might not 
throw out the whole law in a ruling against 
it. Some parts might stay, and when the 
changes might go into effect is another 
point that could vary from immediately to 
even sometime next year or later.   

So individuals already covered under 
ACA and those in need of insurance since 
they’re laid off and lost their employer-
provided insurance should definitely make 

plans to review their plan or sign up 
during the open enrollment period.  

Here are a few things to know about 
2021 coverage:

RATES SEEM STABLE 

Facing a pandemic and unknown 
future costs for COVID-19 treatments, 
health insurers selling Affordable 
Care Act plans to individuals reacted 
by lowering rates in some areas and, 
overall, issuing only modest premium 
increases for 2021.

Although final rates have yet to be 
analyzed in all states, those who study 
the market say the premium increases 
they have seen to date will be in the low 
single digits — and decreases are not 
uncommon.

"It's the third year in a row with pre-
miums staying pretty stable," said Louise 
Norris, an insurance broker in Colorado 
who follows rates nationwide and writes 
about insurance trends. "We've seen 
modest rate changes and influx of new 
insurers."

That relative stability followed ups and 
downs, with the last big increases coming 
in 2018, partly in response to the Trump 
administration cutting some payments to 
insurers.

Those increases priced out some 
enrollees, particularly people who don't 
qualify for subsidies, which are tied both 
to income and the cost of premiums. ACA 
enrollment has fallen since its peak in 
2016.

IT'S STILL WORTH IT TO SHOP AROUND

Actuaries and other experts say premi-
ums vary by state or region — even by in-
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Despite Pending Supreme Court Hearing, Affordable Care Act Open Enrollment Starts Nov. 1 
surer — for a number of reasons, 
including the number and relative 
market power of insurers or 
hospitals in an area, which affects 
the ability of insurers to negotiate 
rates with providers.

For consumers who rely on 
subsidies to help cover premium 
costs, be aware: subsidies are tied 
to each region's benchmark plan 
– that's the second-lowest-priced 

silver plan in a region – and since those 
premium costs may have gone down, 
subsidies also could decrease.

Switching to the benchmark plan can 
help consumers maintain how much they 
spend in premiums.

UPDATE YOUR FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION 

Enrollees should update their financial 
information, particularly this year when 
many are affected by work reduction 
or job losses. "They might be eligible 
for a bigger subsidy," said Myra Simon, 
executive director of commercial policies 

for America's Health Insurance Plans, the 
industry lobbying group.

Enrollees can update their informa-
tion online, or call their federal or state 
marketplace for assistance. Insurance 
brokers, too, can aid people in signing 
up for ACA plans. When shopping, 
consumers should check whether the 
doctors and hospitals they want to use 
are included in the plan's network.

YOUR CHOICE OF INSURERS MAY 

HAVE WIDENED.

More insurers, either stepped back 
into that individual market or expanded 
into new counties.  Premiums are just 
one part of the equation. 

Consumers should also look closely at 
annual deductible, because the trade-off 
of going with a lower-cost premium may 
well be higher annual deductible that 
must be met before much of the coverage 
kicks in.

"We encourage people to consider all 
their options," said Simon.

- Kaiser Health News  
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Fall Outdoor Expo 2020
Come Shop with our 20+ Vendors!!

Fun & Treats for  the kids!!

Oct. 31st
11 AM - 4 PM

Victory Temple Outreach Ministries
2459 N. Hillside

COVID - 1
9

Precautio
ns will 

be fo
llo

wed

Call EPA Region 7 toll-free at 800-223-0425 
or visit epa.gov/lead

Could your child be exposed 
to lead?

Here are important facts to know about 
lead exposure and its potentially harmful 
effects. 
• Lead is a toxic element, especially in young 

children. When absorbed into the body, it can 
result in damage to the brain and nervous sys-
tem, learning and behavior problems, slow 
growth and development, and hearing and 
speech problems.

Lead poisoning is preventable! 
Lead can be found inside and outside the home. 
The most common source of exposure is from 
lead-based paint, which was used in many homes 
built before 1978. 
Lead can also be found in drinking water. The 
most common sources of lead in drinking water 
are lead pipes, faucets and fixtures.
You can take simple steps to protect family 
members from lead poisoning, such as eating a 
healthy diet, regularly cleaning the home, washing 
children’s hands and toys often, and wiping shoes 
before entering the home. 
If you live in a home built before 1978, a certified 
inspector or risk assessor can be hired to check 
your home for lead-based paint or lead-based 
paint hazards. Many communities have free 
resources to assist with home assessments and 
removal of lead hazards. Contact your local health 
department or community development corpora-
tion for information.
Children can become exposed to lead by: 

• Putting their hands or other lead-contaminat-
ed objects in their mouths 

• Inhaling or ingesting lead-contaminated dust

• Playing in lead-contaminated soil

• Eating food made with lead-containing im-
ported spices or candies

Some children are at greater risk for lead expo-
sure than others, including those who are: 

• From low-income families 

• Living with adults whose jobs or hobbies 
involve working with lead

• Members of racial-ethnic minority groups
• Recent immigrants 

• Living in older, poorly maintained rentals

By the numbers
About 3.6 million American households have 
children under 6 years of age who live in homes 
with lead hazards. According to the CDC, over 
500,000 American children between the ages of 
1 and 5 have blood lead levels at or above the 
CDC blood lead reference value (the level at 
which CDC recommends public health actions 
begin).
Get your home tested
If your home was built before 1978, you can get it 
tested for lead-based paint by obtaining: 

• A lead-based paint inspection that tells you if 
your home has lead-based paint and where it 
is located. 

• A lead risk assessment that tells you if 
your home currently has any lead hazards 
from paint, dust or soil, and where they are 
located.

• Free resources available in some areas to 
assist in home repairs. Contact your local 
health department.

Get your child tested
Act early to get your child tested for lead. 
Consult your health care provider for advice on 
blood lead testing or your health department for 
more information.

2020 National 
Lead Poisoning 
Prevention 
Week
October 25-31, 2020
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I
f you’re behind on 
your rent, because 
of a COVID-19 

related loss of income, 
help may be available.  

While federal and 
state moratoriums 
may have provided 
temporary protection 
from eviction, rent 
continues to accrue 
each month, leaving tenants 
unsure how they will pay 
arrears, and leaving landlords 
without monthly income to pay 
bills and manage maintenance 
and upkeep.

More than just postponing 
the inevitable, the Kansas Evic-
tion Protection Program can 
pay up to $5,000 in past due 
rent per household.   Applica-

tion for the program requires 
the landlord’s support, because 
the landlord must agree not to 
evict the household for nonpay-
ment of rent or to charge late 
fees for the months KEPP assis-
tance is received. In return, the 
landlord gets the past due rent 
sent directly to them.  

If you’re a landlord who is 
missing rent, reach out to 
your tenants who are behind 

on their rent to let 
them know this pro-
gram is available. The 
maximum assistance is 
for 9 months’ rent, not 
to exceed $5,000.  

The KEPP program 
is funded through 
the federal Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act, 

also known as the CARES Act. 
Program funds are limited and 
only available for a short time, 
and applications will be pro-
cessed in the order received. 
Submit your application as 
soon as possible to increase 
your likelihood of receiving 
assistance.  

Kansas Eviction Prevention Program to Help With Rent 

T
he share of U.S. adults who support an 
active government role in society increased 
by more than 40% during the initial pan-

demic response — up from 24% in September 
2019 to 34% in April 2020 — according to a new 
national public opinion survey conducted by 
researchers at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health and the Johns Hopkins 
University SNF Agora Institute. 

The survey, fielded April 7-13, 2020, also 
found that, among U.S. adults who endorsed 
a strong government role in society, a majority 
supported health, unemployment, and income-
related policies aimed at bolstering the social 
safety net for vulnerable groups in society.

The survey found that a majority of U.S. adults 
strongly supported seven of the 11 social safety 
net policies. 
• 77% supported employer-guaranteed two-
weeks paid sick leave
• 60% supported universal health insurance
• 58% supported increasing the federal minimum 

wage
• 52% supported extension of unemployment 
benefits
• 66% supported tax credits to businesses to 
retain and hire workers
• 68% supported employment education and 
training programs
• 71% supported public spending on construction 
projects like building roads or highways

The researchers found less support for:
• Single payer health insurance, 47%
• Government-funded paid sick leave, 39%
• Government-funded family leave, 48%
• Universal basic income, 39%.

“As Congress debates continued relief for 
Americans suffering health and economic con-
sequences from the pandemic, our data shows 
there is growing support for passing the kind of 
policies that they have been unable to pass in 
the last few months,” says co-author Hahrie Han, 
PhD, director of the SNF Agora Institute at Johns 
Hopkins University.

Americans Increasingly Want the Government to 
Have a Bigger Role in Improving Peoples’ Lives

E
ven for the best and brightest 
students, remote learning in the 
midst of a pandemic can prove 

challenging. Regardless of their past 
record, even high performing students 
can find themselves struggling to stay 
focused, missing out on socialization 
and potentially veering off track.  

When these students are among 
the rare male students of color who 
are excelling academically, getting 
off track can prove costly.  So when 
Wichita State University stepped up to 
help a group of these high achievers 
from USD 259, it isn’t surprising that 
district administrators let out a collec-
tive sigh of relief.  

“These are young men that we 
know they’ve already demonstrated 
that they have the college potential. 
And our job with this group is shame 
on us if we lose these guys, because 
these are cream of the crop,” said Wil-
liam Polite, director of Equity, Diversity 
and Accountability for USD 259.  

In 2018, Polite started a program 
Better Academics And Social Excel-
lence (BAASE) that’s been working 

to help insure the success of middle 
school males of color.  Last spring, 
USD259 and WSU announced a part-
nership that followed BAASE students 
into high school and made them affili-
ate members of the WSU community.  

As WSU affiliates, the students 
received access to WSU campus re-
sources and amenities including the 
university libraries, Heskett Center, 
the Shocker Store and Shocker Sports 
Grill and Lanes.  But before most of 
the students had a chance to benefit 
from the affiliation, both USD 259 
and WSU closed in response to the 
pandemic.  

Back on campus this fall, program 
leaders took a fresh look at their strat-
egy and tweaked the game plan.

The result is 35 BAASE high 
schoolers are getting rare exposure 
to college this semester. Instead of 
sitting at home, connected to their 
USD 259 classes through laptops, they 
bring their laptops to the WSU campus 
Monday through Thursday.  During 
the day, the young men are provided 
a quiet space to study.  Some students 
share study space at a table, while 
others seek their own space and still 
others opt for the lounge seating area. 

Supervisory staff are on site.  
Their special programming needs 

are met as much as possible.  Stu-
dents in South High School’s culinary 
program have completed cooking les-
sons on campus, and there are music 
practice rooms for the several students 
who are in high school band.

After school, they head to the 
Heskett Center for games and exercise, 
and at lunch time, they eat for free in 
the Shocker Dining Hall.  

The on-campus experiment was 
opened on a first-come, first-serve 
basis, and has a waiting list.  There 
are 146 young men in the BAASE 
high school program and 572 BAASE 
middle school students.  To be in 
BAASE, the young men must have at 
least a 3.2 grade point average, zero 
suspensions, and good attendance, 
according to program manager Carla 
Clement, with Wichita USD.

Polite says USD 259 decided to 
expand BAASE to high school because 
that’s where they lost a lot of males, 
when pressures from the neighbor-
hood start to weigh in on them.  

“Our goal is to bring these students 
together to create a positive peer 
group where it’s cool to be smart,” 

said Polite. “We want to keep them 
inspired and motivated and to 
prepare them for college.”

Based on input from participat-
ing students, the WSU on-campus 
program is helping achieve those 
goals. 

Northeast Magnet High School 
10th-grader Malcolm Gilmore saw it 
as a good opportunity to get out of the 
house and go to a college that is on his 
radar. He likes engineering and math, 
and the University of Houston and the 
University of Oklahoma also are col-
leges he’s considering.

“While we’re in school, we can 
focus on our work,” said Gilmore, and 
they can go to the athletic facilities at 
the Heskett Center after school. It’s “a 

FROM OUR 

SOLUTIONS DESK    
We don’t just expose problems.  

We also find out what’s being done to 
fix them, whether those solutions are 
working elsewhere and if they can be 
replicated.

Spending Pandemic on Wichita State Campus   
By Mary Clarkin
The Community Voice

See EVICTION page 19

Students in the Better Academics And Social Excellence (BAASE) program. 

See BAASE page 22 





I
nfluenza is a serious illness that 
can make you miserable. At its 
worst, it can be fatal.

As North America enters its first 
full flu season since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many are won-
dering about the intersection of these 
two respiratory viruses. University of 
Chicago Medicine Associate Profes-
sor Allison Bartlett, MD, MS, answers 
those questions — including what 
might happen if we wind up facing 
a “twindemic,” the collision of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a particularly 
bad seasonal flu.

An infectious diseases expert and 
associate director of the Infection 
Control Program at University of Chi-
cago Medicine, Bartlett has some good 
news: Many of the steps we take to 
protect ourselves from the coronavirus 
are the same things we need to do to 
remain safe from influenza. In the fol-
lowing Q&A, Bartlett explains what you 
need to know to stay safe this winter 
from both influenza and COVID-19.

Q: How will COVID-19 impact 
North America’s flu season? 

We base our flu season predictions 
on influenza activity the Southern 
Hemisphere where the seasons are 
reversed. Their flu season was more 
mild than usual, and I remain opti-
mistic we’ll see that here. But most 
people believe the Southern Hemi-
sphere’s mild influenza season was 
actually due to all of the safety precau-
tions that were in place because of the 
coronavirus. Masking, washing hands 
and staying at least 6 feet away from 
other people are very effective at pre-
venting the spread of both COVID-19 
and the flu. Plus, most children were 
home from school, which helped 
minimize flu transmission. 

Q: How concerned are health-
care providers about the inter-
section of a bad flu year and 
COVID-19?

We’re very concerned about the 
potential impact of these two viruses. 
A bad influenza season can have a 
major impact on our hospitals and 
hospital bed capacity, and that’s with-
out the impact of the pandemic. Layer 
in a sharp uptick in patients from the 
coronavirus, and there could be a 
severe problem across the country. 

Q: Does COVID-19 or influenza 
pose a greater risk for people this 
season? 

Either virus can make you very sick 
or lead to death, but with influenza 
we have the opportunity to focus on 
prevention because we have additional 
tools in our arsenal that help decrease 
overall infections. There are definitely 
patient populations that are more at 
risk for severe complications for each 
infection. Elderly patients and those 
with chronic underlying conditions 
seem to be much more likely to get 
severely ill with COVID-19. And kids, 
especially infants under 1, and preg-
nant women are more likely to have 
severe infections with influenza. 

Q: Can you get COVID-19 and 
the flu at the same time? What 
happens if you do?

There’s no biological reason you 
can’t get COVID-19 and the flu at the 
same time, and we really don’t have a 
great answer to what that could look 
like. Flu alone is going to make you 
miserable. COVID-19 alone is going 
to make you miserable. It’s not an 
unreasonable assumption that the two 
of them together could make someone 
very, very sick. 

Q: Does having COVID-19 give 
you any antibodies against a respi-
ratory virus like the flu? 

There are some infections that are 
less likely to happen after you have 
the flu. However, we don’t know if 
COVID-19 is going to be one of those. 
Unfortunately, there is no antibody 
level cross protection from flu and 

COVID-19. Your ability to fight off one 
is independent of the other. What we 
don’t understand, on a biological ba-
sis, is what happens if you’re exposed 
to COVID-19 or influenza after your 
lungs/airways have already been dam-
aged by a recent infection. The science 
just isn’t out there yet. 

Q: How can you tell if you have 
flu or COVID-19? 

The best way to tell if you have 
influenza or the coronavirus is to get 
tested. Symptoms are virtually indis-
tinguishable, with the notable excep-
tion that some people with COVID-19 
lose their sense of taste and smell. Add 
in the fact that people can have either 
infection without symptoms, and it’s 
basically impossible to tell one from 
the other on your own. Testing deter-
mines the best treatment and whether 
there needs to be contact tracing. The 
good news is that many healthcare 
providers who are doing coronavirus 
tests should be able to test you for flu 
at the same time. 

Q: Will the flu shot protect me 
against the coronavirus?

The flu shot will help prevent 
people from becoming sick from 
influenza but won’t provide specific 
protection against COVID-19. However, 
the fewer people who are sick at once, 
the better things are on a community 
level—whether that’s from flu or 
from the coronavirus. It’s why we’re 
pushing the flu vaccine so hard this 
year and pushing people to get it ear-
lier than usual. If there’s a resurgence 
of COVID-19, it may be hard to access 
healthcare providers to get flu shots 
later in the season. 

Q: Can Tamiflu or the flu shot 
treat COVID-19? 

Tamiflu or a flu shot will not 
directly treat or lessen the symptoms 
of COVID-19. And, unfortunately, we 
don’t have vaccine or a readily avail-
able treatment for COVID-19 that’s 

accessible for patients. At this point, 
all we can do is treat the symptoms of 
COVID-19. But you can get vaccinated 
against the flu, which can prevent 
an infection or lessen its severity. 
And if you get sick with influenza or 
have been exposed to it, you can take 
antiviral medication like oseltamivir 
(Tamiflu) to prevent getting sick.

Q: What should you do if you 
develop influenza or COVID-19 
symptoms? 

If you have any respiratory symp-
toms, stay home, stay away from other 
people and try to isolate yourself to 
prevent the spread to others. If you 
have access to testing, try to get tested 
within 48 hours of the start of your 
symptoms. If it’s influenza, your 
healthcare provider can prescribe 
medication to help your symptoms 
improve faster. We used to encour-
age people to wait several days before 
getting COVID tests, but new research 
shows tests can be accurate early on. 
It’s also helpful to get tested for CO-
VID-19 as soon as you can to expedite 
contact tracing. 

Q: Will the pneumonia vac-
cine protect me against the flu or 
COVID-19? 

The pneumonia vaccine helps 

protect against a variety of bacteria 
that can cause bacterial pneumonia, 
which can develop several days to 
a week after a viral infection. The 
pneumonia vaccine won’t prevent flu 
or COVID-19, but it can help prevent 
complications that may come after. 

Q: Can I boost my immune 
systems to protect against flu or 
COVID-19? 

I wish there were a list of things we 
could do to help our immune systems 
to keep us from getting sick with the 
flu or the coronavirus. But there’s no 
magic immune-boosting drug. In-
stead, focus on eating a healthy, varied 
diet and getting enough sleep. Also, 
make sure you’ve got any chronic 
medical conditions under control. 

Q: Can I do anything to decrease 
my chance of getting very sick if 
I’ve been exposed?

Once an exposure to influenza or 
COVID-19 has happened, there’s not a 
lot we can do to modify who gets sick 
from it. If you’ve got influenza, your 
physician may give you some medica-
tion like Relenza (zanamivir), Tamiflu 
(oseltamivir) and Rapivab (perami-
vir). The best thing you can do is focus 
on prevention.

- Newswise
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DO YOU QUALIFY?

You qualify for the assistance if:  
• You have missed at least one rental 
payment since April 1, 2020.
• You and all members of your 
household, if applicable, are Kansas 
resident(s) legally authorized to be in 

the United States.
• You are seeking rental assistance for 
your primary residence.
• You have not received rental assis-
tance from other sources.
• You can demonstrate that the COVID 
pandemic has had an adverse impact 
on your employment or income begin-
ning Jan. 20, 2020 or later. Adverse 
effects may include layoff due to 
mandated shutdowns and/or business 

closure, job loss, reduction of hours, or 
inability to work due to COVID-related 
illness or lack of childcare.
• Your household income is at or 
below 85% of the state median income, 
or $63,920 for a household of four.
• If you qualify for TANF, SNAP, OR 
LIEAP ASSISTANCE, you automatically 
meet the program’s income require-
ments.  

HOW TO APPLY?

As we mentioned earlier, this 
program requires the landlord and the 
tenant to work together.  If you’re a 
tenant, begin by telling your landlord 
about the program and ask them to 
complete the KEPPLandlord Certifica-
tion online.

If your landlord agrees to partici-
pate, give them your documentation 
that supports your loss of income due 
to COVID.  

The landlord can upload your 
certification information or provide 
you with a link for you to complete the 
certification online.  

If you’re approved, the landlord will 
receive the approved amount directly 
from the Kansas Housing Resources 
Corporation.  

Visit kshousingcorp.org/eviction-
prevention-program.

(MMWR on chart stands for Morbidity and Mortality Weeky Report )

How to Stay Safe From Flu During the COVID-19 Pandemic

EVICTION

from page 18





K
ansas City currently has two 
occupations. 

At the city hall occupation, 
which protesters call “The People’s 
City,” more than a dozen tents crowd 
the lawn, with posters in remem-
brance of Donnie Sanders, Breonna 
Hill and Cameron Lamb. When suited 
city officials walk near the occupation, 
the mostly White protesters chant 
“ase,” a Yoruba African word which 
means power to initiate change. 

Just 10 minutes away, on 35th and 
Prospect, is the city’s second occupa-
tion. Next to a gas station and a bus 
stop, this is Troy Robertson’s occupa-
tion composed of three tents, a grill 
and a table.  

The occupiers, many of whom are 
homeless, spend day and night giving 
donated clothing and food to anyone 
who needs it and hold up their signs 
“HONK” which stands for Helping 
Others Notice Kings, or “HONQ” for 
Helping Others Notice Queens.

Both groups refuse to leave until 

their demands to reform the Kansas 
City Police Department have been met, 
even though their approaches are dif-
ferent and so are their demands.  

Calling for peace on 35th and 
Prospect is something Robertson has 
been doing since 2015, except instead 
of tents, it was just him, his couch and 
a grill. 

After losing friends and family to 
violence, facing homelessness, and 
knowing many others faced the same 
struggles, he wanted to do something 
to build community.

“When you don’t have family, 
you build bonds with people in the 
streets,” said Robertson. 

Protestors began occupying city 
hall after Robertson and nine-months 
pregnant Deja Stallings were force-
fully arrested by police.  Originally, 
Robertson supported the downtown 
occupation.  Now, after spending a 
couple nights with them, he doesn’t 
want to be associated with the group. 

Robertson said while he was there, 
the leaders talked about struggles, but 
never stepped foot on 35th and

Prospect, where Robertson said 

he has been beaten by police several 
times.

“I'm tired of the privileged people 
speaking for 
the unprivi-
leged. If you 
ain't been 
through these 
events, don't 
speak for me. 
You don't 
know my 
struggle. Just 
because we 
got the same 
color means 
nothing to 
me,” Robertson said at a press confer-
ence at city hall Oct. 8. 

So, Robertson decided to “occupy” 
35th and Prospect, where he said the 
violence actually happens. Robertson’s 
group of occupiers also made their 
own list of demands in partnership 
with nonprofit Operation Liberation. 
They demand:  

• KCPD enact a $25,000 reward for 
police turning in corrupt and abusive 
officers.

• A “three strikes” rule for officers. 
After three complaints of abuse or mis-
conduct, officers must be let go.

• 
Pro-
vide 

a photo lineup of KCPD officers, 2010 
to present, so the public can identify 
the abusive officers.

• The Board of Police Commission-
ers review videos of police brutality 
against Troy Robertson.

• A 30% increase in Black officers 
on KCPD.  They also demand that offi-
cers live in the community they police.

• An end to cash bail 
• Close Jackson County Detention 

Center, where COVID-19 is running 

rampant. 
• Create “Section 9,” a hybrid 

model of federal funding through sec-

tion 8, but directed by and monitored 
by the Black community.

• KCPD  reimburse Troy Robertson 
and Team Honk for property destroyed 
from three prior encampments.

• Accessible and affordable wi-fi 
and technology resources for the Black 
community.

• Kansas City Area Transportation 
Authority regularly refresh and update 
trash receptacles that spill over in 
Black neighborhoods.

“My demands is for the people,” 
Robertson said. “You don’t hear me 
yelling out my cash app.”

Regional News20
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KC’s Second Occupation Has More Demands for KCPD Reform
By Jazzlyn Johnson
The Community Voice

T
o celebrate the 25th Anniver-
sary of The Million Man March, 
several Topeka organizations 

came together to create The Spirit of 
the Million Man March. 

On Oct. 17, men -- young and old 
-- marched from the Judicial Center 
downtown across to the State Capi-
tol for a rally. AS they marched, the 
participants each held a card with 
the name of a Black person who 
had been killed by police violence.  

Lisa Davis, organizer of the event, 
felt the “March” was an opportunity 
for people to see that there’s a lot of 
Black men in Topeka that are doing 
the right thing and wanted Black 
men to be seen in a  more positive 
light.  Davis, emphasized that they 
were not protesting, nor marching, 
but just  wanting  to recognize  the 
fathers, brothers, uncles and sons 
of the community.

Davis said the day was about 

bringing people together.  She 
especially wanted the youth to see 
Black men together being on one 
accord.

 One of the speakers spoke on 

the significance of voting. Davis 
says she encourages everyone to 
get out and vote on Nov. 3.

Topeka Organizers Hold Spirit of the Million Man March





Robertson

Photos courtesy of Omni Circle Group

Troy Robertson continues his small occupation at 35th and 
Prospect and develops his own list of demands.  



Adams, James "Jay-Dog" P., 66,  died 
10/11/20.  Service was held 10/21/20.

Burton, Vernal H., 88, died 
10/11/20.  Service was held 10/23/20. 
He is survived by: Wife; Jean Pouncil-
Burton Children; Vernell Burton & 
Jane and James Burton, Step Son; 
Brian Pouncil, and Step daughter; 
Beverley Pouncil- Johnson 

Collier, Doris F., 70, died 10/06/20.  
Service was held 10/15/20.  She is 
survived by: Children; LaShel  Jones, 
Sharise Calhoun, Denise Collier, 
Michael Calhoun, Sisters; Mayme 
Terry, Laura Collier, Jean Simms, Leisa 
Collier,  JoAnn Silmon, Wanda Hunt, 
Glenda Collier and Clarice Peters, 
Brothers; Byran Collier and Samuel 
Thompson, God-sister Christina Mc-
Carrell, Special Friend Carolyn Taylor

Collins, Carolyn A., 73, died 
10/10/20.  Service was held 10/16/20.  

Graham, Nita K., 81, died 10/05/20.  
No service details.   She is survived by: 
Daughter; Gabrielle Fears-Schmidt, 
Sons; Gunner Fears & Gustav Graham.

Harris, Troy, 68, died 10/12/20.  Ser-
vice was held10/22/20.  He is survived 
by:  Wife; Barbara Harris Fletcher; 
Children; Resheta Patton, Troy Harris, 
Jason Harris, Phylicia Thompson; 
Brothers; Jimmy Harris, Anthony Har-
ris, Warren Harris, Ronald Harris, Juan 
Harris, Thomas Harris, Sisters: Erma 
Cannon, Linda Harris, Evelyn Boone, 
Gwendolyn Harris, Gloria Harris, 
Angela Harris, Monique Harris

Miller, Mary L., 70, died 10/14/20.  
Service will be held at 11 a.m. on 
10/26/20 at Christian Faith Center, 
1130 S. Broadway.  She is survived by: 
Children; Tammy Jones, Tabatha Miller, 
Alex Miller & Sherhonda Miller,  Broth-
ers & Sisters; James Earl, Herbert, 
Charles, Terry, Stan, Keith, Johnathan 
Miller, Ruby Moore and Patricia Roe-
Miller.

Atkinson, Terrance L., 26,  died 
10/10/20. Service pending.

Earp, Armani, M., infant, died 
10/14/20.  Service pending.

Jefferson, MiKisha D., 41, died 
10/05/20.  Service was held 10/17/20.

Jones, Katheryn B., 90, died 
10/12/20.  Service was held 10/21/20.

Phillips Sr., George E., 56, died 
10/12/20.  Service was held 10/17/20.

Yoder, "Baby" Robert, newborn, 
died 10/08/20  Service pending.

Johnson, Devon A., 32, died 
10//18/20. Service is pending. 

Garland, Thomas Z., 95, died 
10/14/20.  Service is pending.  

Hendrix, Phyllis, 92, died 10/06/20.  
Service was held 10/13/20.

Woodcox, Lucila, 84 died 10/05/20.  
Service was held 10/09/20.

Scranton, William O., 82, died 
10/07/20.  Service was held 10/14/20.

Warren (Loggins) Elmira J., 90, 
died 10/09/20.  Service was held 
10/16/20.

James Sr., Gene R., 76, died 
09/30/20.  Service was held 10/09/20.

Wright, Maurice A., 53, died 
09/29/20. No service details.

Bennett, Leroy M., 61,  died 
10/09/20. No service details.

McMillon Sr., Christopher J., 38, 
died 10/03/20.  Service was held 
10/16/20.

Redmond (Borkins), Catherine, 72, 
died 10/05/20. No service details.

Christine E. (Anderson) Hych, 
93, died 09/29/20. Service was held 
10/08/20.

Holliday, Kay'Marie A., infant, died 
10/11/20.  No service details.

Mann, Matthew, 62, died 09/27/20.  
Service was held 10/08/20.

McGee, Donnie J. (Collins), 83, died 
10/05/20.  Service was held 10/09/20.

Lowe Sr., William F., 69, died 
10/18/20.  Service is pending.

Oliver, Rose J., (Hayden), 95, died 
09/30/20. Service was held 10/10/20.

Thomas, Romona, 69,  died 
10/15/20. Service is pending.

Watkins, Ruth B., (Love), 90, died 
10/05/20.  Service was held 10/09/20.

Dorsey, Charlene, 92, died 10/08/20.  
Service was held 10/16/20.

Henderson, Yolanda E., 50, died 
10/10/20.  Service will be held at 11 
a.m. on 10/24/20 at World Harvest 
Ministries, 3400 Woodland, KCMO

Long, Joyce, 66, died 10/15/20.  
Service will be held at 11 a.m. on 
10/24/20 at Lawrence A Jones Chapel, 
2065 N. 5th KCK.

Blackwell, Leona, 90, died 10/03/20.  
Service was held 10/22/20.

Bolton, Annie L., 93, died 10/05/20.  
Service was held 10/20/20.

Brewer, Malachi 76,  died 10/06/20.  
Service was held 10/12/20.  

Burgett, Jerome, 68, died 10/07/20.  
Service was held 10/17/20.

Bush, Sheliah, 60, died 10/12/20.  
Service will be held at 11 a.m. on 
10/24/20 at the Duane E. Harvey 
Chapel
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Mortuary

Wichita

Northern Star

Wichita/Kansas City

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Old Mission

Wichita

R J Bethea

Wichita

Bowser Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest

Topeka

Elmira Jenette Warren
Aug. 8, 1930 - Oct. 9 2020

E
lmira Jenette Warren was 
born in Wesson, AR. She was 
the 7th of 9 children born to 

Albert Wesley and Dollie Dismuke 
Loggins.  She attended El Dorado, 
AR,  schools and moved to St. Louis, 
MO, to attend college. The she met 
and married Rev. Leroy Warren, 
and to this union five children were 
born. After numerous ministe-
rial assignments in Missouri and 
southeast Kansas (which included 
Parsons and Chanute), they settled 
in Wichita, KS in June 1961.  They 
united with St. Paul AME Church, 
where she remained a member for 
59 years.

Jenette loved to cook and was 
known for her delicious Sunday 
dinners. She loved reading the 
Bible (Psalm 37 was her favorite), 
playing the piano, and was know as 
the “Hat Lady” because of all her 
beautiful church hats.

She loved and lived the gospel 
song, “If I Can Help Somebody.”  
She never missed an opportunity to 
help her family, friends, and others.

She retired from St. Francis 
Hospital (now Via Christi) after 32 
years. While there she was proud to 
receive several awards for perfect 

attendance.
After 90 seasons on Earth, 

Jenette was called home to Glory on 
Oct. 9, 2020.

She leaves to cherish her memo-
ries: son Leroy (Loire) Warren 
Jr.; daughters Jewelene Warren-
Embers, Parlene Warren, Emmalyn 
“Jan” (William) Ray;  grandchildren 
Curtis (Cassandra) Brown, Kristal 
(Tyson) Hunter, Gerell Embers, 
Lacey (Michiel) McMillian, Monique 
Ray, Marcus Ray and Monica Jack-
son; and 14 great grandchildren & 
7 great-great grandchildren.

Goulden, Rosie, L., 82, died 
10/18/20.  Service is pending.

Hearn, Heaven, newborn, died 
10/07/20.  Service is pending.

Henley, Lonnie B., 70, died 
10/11/20.  Service was held 10/23/20. 

Hudson, Elaine, 81, died 10/09/20.  
Service was held 10/17/20.

Smith, Charles E., 85, died 
10/07/20.  Service was held 10/15/20.

Smith, Samuel, 65, died 10/07/20.  
Service was held 10/16/20.

McClinton, Rodney, 51, died 
09/27/20. Service was held 10/09/20.

McCormick, Betty L., 59, died 
09/27/20.  Service was held 10/08/20.

Porter, Eddie B., 105, died 10/08/20.  
Service was held 10/16/20.

Robinson, Beverly A., 84, died 
10/08/20.  Service was held 10/16/20.

Thatcher Funeral
Kansas City

Lawrence A. Jones & 
Sons 

Kansas City

Duane E. Harvey

KCMO

E. S. Eley & Sons

KCMO

Chris Chesang Kaimoi was born Dec. 30, 1989 in Nairobi, Kenya and passed 
away on Oct. 6, 2020.   He is survived by his wife Valencia Faust, his daughter 
Amaya Jesang Kaimoi, his parents, Michael Chesikaw and Dr. Lilian Chesikaw, 
and five siblings. He graduated from Wichita State University in 2020 and was a 
former employee of Marriott International.  services to honor Chris were  held on 
Sat., Oct. 17, 2020 in the chapel at DeVorss Flanagan-Hunt Mortuary , Wichita, KS.  
Please honor Chris’s memory and make donations to Amaya Kaimoi, his 7-year-
old daughter care/of Valencia Faust, 9958 E. Kinkaid Circle/Wichita, 67207.  
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Finance & Accounting
• Accountant I
Information Technology
• Network Architect
Municipal Court
• Court Clerk
Planning & Development 
Services
• Code Compliance 
Officer I
Public Works
• Civil Engineer I/II/Sr.
• Construction Specialist
• Engineering Technician 
I/II/Sr.
• Equipment Operator
• Maintenance Worker
Police
• Police Dispatcher
• Police Officer
Parks & Recreation

• Assistant Supervisor, 
Community Center
• Assistant Supervisor, 
Concession Ops
• Community Center 
Attendant
• Concessions Attendant
• Concession Attendant II
• Fitness Service Equip-
ment Technician
• Laborer I
• Laborer Helper
• Lifeguard
• Personal Trainer
• Point of Sale Attendant
• Small Engine Mechanic
• Soccer Complex Opera-
tions Attendant

To apply, please go to www.opkansas.org . EO/M/F/D/V

The City of Overland 
Park has the following 
temporary, part-time, 
and full-time positions 

available.

good bonding experience,” he said.
“It helps me focus and learn a lot 

and makes me want to go to col-
lege even more than I used to,” said 
Darius Black, in the ninth grade at 
North High School.

“One big thing is getting them out 
of the isolation of their home,” Polite 
said. The bonus is the exposure to col-
lege. “They’re actually having a college 
experience here,” he said.

Earlier this week, USD 259 Board of 
Education voted to open the district’s 
middle and high schools for the nine-
week period beginning Nov. 9, using 
a hybrid model.  Students will spend 

part of the week in school, and part 
of the week learning remotely.  How 
exactly this new schedule will impact 
BAASE on campus students isn’t clear 
at this time.  

BAASE students who are not at WSU 
are meeting with their site coordina-
tors at each school, according to 
Clement.

“It’s tough right now, but site 
coordinators are finding creative ways 
to meet with their BAASE students 
outside of school,” while maintaining 
safety, she wrote in an email. 

This story was produced as part of 
the Wichita Journalism Collaborative, a 
partnership of seven media companies 
working together to bring timely and ac-
curate news and information to Kansans.

BAASE

from page 18
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Unemployment Assistance program, 
the Federal program that offered 
benefits to self-employed people, 
independent contractors and others 
not eligible for regular Unemployment 
Insurance  aid.

“To date, we’ve stopped 55,000 
fraudulent claims. It’s all targeted to 
the PUA program. To give you some 
idea of the scope, the U.S. Department 
of Labor’s office of inspector general 
estimates that this is costing taxpayers 
$8 billion nationally. This is absolutely 
hitting every state right now.”

A large part of the department’s 
troubles stemmed from its antiquated 
computer system that wasn’t up to 
handling the demand.  The department 
has been able to push through thanks 
to a series of IT network patches that 
helped stabilize the system. However, 
the department’s goal is to totally 
upgrade the system.  

They’re finishing up the moderniza-
tion plan, and hope to have it ready to 
present to the legislature by the end 
of this year.  The estimated cost is $30 
million that Wright and Gov. Laura Kelly 
hope will be paid for in an upcoming 
stimulus package plan to help state 
governments.  

BACKLOG

from page 4







O
C

T
, 2

2
, 2

0
2
0    |     T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 V
O

IC
E

 23Arts & Culture

T
hese two young Kansas musi-
cians don’t knock Bach but they 
want to stretch classical music to 

include hip-hop and R&B influences.
“Symphonic soul,” said Justin Noel 

Hall, his reference to the form of 
classical music the duo wants to share 
with the world.  

Hall, with a master’s degree 
from Wichita State University, and 
Da’Kneisha Nikoyle Beard, Kansas City, 
Kansas, are spearheading a project to 
bring original compositions and voices 
of diversity to the classical music stage. 
With her voice and his skills at piano, 
as a duo they’ve named Nikoyle Noel, 
the two are pursuing a vision that goes 
beyond the stage.  They’re looking to 
make classical music more relatable 
to Black audiences, foster a desire 
to study music among young Black 
students and provide scholarships to 
those young students to help them 
pursue their goal.  

“We’ve chosen to compose and 
perform original works of art that 
share Black stories told from Black 
perspectives,” says Hall. 

Their approach makes them an 
anomaly in a system that continues to 
place the music of 18th-century Euro-
pean musicians in the forefront, and 
where very little music written by Black 
composers is played by orchestras and 
chamber groups.  

“This is a way for us to reach the 
minds of Black kids who may have 
never thought of picking up an instru-
ment, perhaps a violin or piano, but 
because of the connection to music 
they listen to and the music their 
parents listen to, we can begin that 
dialogue and entertain the possibility 
of these students being classical musi-
cians,” Hall said. 

Hall also sees the possibilities for 
youth beyond traditional classical 
music.  He hopes to encourage them to 
learn to improvise, play jazz and R&B, 
and “use the fullness of their Black-
ness in their playing and expression.”

MUSIC VIDEO RECORDED  

As a way to show that classical 
music can be more than what it is, the 
duo recently recorded a music video 
for “Stained with Beauty” - a work 
revealing the writing, composing, and 
arranging talents of Beard and Hall.

“The music video is an introduction 
to our sound,” Hall said. It will demon-
strate what they mean by “Symphonic 
Soul” and “Tupac meets Bach.”

On the night of Oct. 3, contracted 
musicians gathered under the Chihuly 
glass sculpture in the then-closed 
Wichita Art Museum and performed 
the approximately eight-minute-long 
song.  A professional crew shot a video, 
with the orchestra performing four 
takes.

“A tidal wave of exhaustion and 
fatigue hit me,” Hall said after they 
wrapped up.

“The lyrics are very moving,” 
said participant and harpist Jane 
Hyde, and Hall’s orchestration “is 
really wonderful,” she said. Of the 
R&B influence, Hyde, principal 
harpist with the Wichita Sym-
phony Orchestra, said, “A little 
improvisation skills don’t hurt, 
and I think that’s what we want to 
do, to have music come from the 
heart.”

Through the project, the duo 
hopes to create scholarships for 
young musicians to provide them 
instruments, private lessons, 
funds for college auditions, and 
other related costs of pursuing 
their craft.  

THEIR PATH TO CLASSICAL MUSIC

Growing up in a military family, Hall 
lived in such places as Mississippi and 
Alaska, singing in the choir and taking 
piano and percussion lessons. Today, 
he’s a music minister at Holy Savior 
Catholic Church in Wichita and teaches 
the drum line at Derby High School. 

Beard and her brothers sang as 
children, the rare Black family in their 
church congregation in Kansas City. 
Beard realized in college she was be-
hind her peers who had benefited from 
voice training. The classical music tra-
dition seemed to say to Beard, “‘Come 
on in, but drop your culture. Come in, 
but sing small,’” she said.

“There wasn’t quite a space for me,” 
Beard said.

Beard works full time, takes classes 

at Kansas City Kansas Community Col-
lege, and has a toddler. She and Hall 
met years ago at Wichita State Univer-
sity, sharing an interest in music.  

Beard said she and Hall are grateful 
they were exposed to music early in 
their lives.

“We found music, and we found our 
purpose,” she said.

FUNDRAISING 

While Hall and Beard have both 
personally invested in the project, 
fundraising continues to cover the cost 
of the music video project, Project Gen-
esis. There’s a GoFundMe campaign 
and patrons can pick a tier of monthly 
support on Patreon.

“A portion of the revenue we gener-
ate from our sales of the music, views 
on YouTube, and live performances,” 
according to Hall, will go toward their 
efforts to financially help youths from 

marginalized groups gain access to 
music.  

Hall already is eyeing a musical 
event as a fundraiser in February 2021, 
where love songs by such singers as Jill 
Scott, Erykah Badu, Tank, and Luther 
Vandross could be performed with a 
classical vibe.

“We just have to get us to a place 
where we have enough music to do a 
full show and also safe enough (CO-
VID-19) to do a show live,” Hall said.  “I 
just want the music to be dope.” 

Duo Expanding Interest in Classical Music with Their Symphonic Soul
By Mary Clarkin
The Community Voice 

Y
ounger viewers may know Larenz 
Tate from his role as crooked 
Councilman Tate in “Power,” but 

older heads became Tate fans watching 
his stellar performances in ’90s-era 
films such as: “Menace II Society,” 
“Dead Presidents” and “Love Jones.”  

No matter where you know him 
from, Tate’s leading performance in 
the dark comedy “Business Eth-
ics,” will not disappoint. “Business 
Ethics” follows the story of Zachery 
Cranston (Tate), an ambitious and 
unethical financial tycoon who will 
stop at nothing to climb the ladder of 
success. Fresh out of business school, 

Cranston seems to have all necessities 
to succeed in the finance world. But 
Cranston's ambition, to a fault, finds 
him lured in by a dramatic new idea 
for a fund that may not be so legal.

“To see a Black man in this world 
dominated by White males was 
something I thought would be kind of 
cool. And these types of scripts don’t 
typically come across my desk,” Tate 
told Showbiz Cheat Sheet.  

Originally, the role was meant for a 
White actor, but Tate loved Cranston’s 
journey and wanted to tackle the part. 
The film is an independent project 
created in partnership with TateMen 

Entertainment, 
a production 
company owned 
by Larenz and 
his brothers, La-
hmard Tate and 
Larron Tate.

With Hollywood 
theater schedules 
so unpredict-
able, Tate and his 
team decided to 
release the film 
in the streaming 
market. “It’s too 
good to hold!” 

he said.
Check “Business 

Ethics” out on Oct. 23 
via Amazon Prime Video, 
iTunes, or Google Play.

If you enjoy this, 
Tatemen’s other recent 
films include: “Back 
To The Goode Life” air-
ing on Showtime, and 
“Deuces” streaming on 
Netflix. Their hit audio 
series “Bronzeville” is 
available on iTunes and 
has had over 20 million 
downloads.

Larenz Tate Blurs the Lines in ‘Business Ethics’ Streaming Oct. 23 

Da’Kneisha Beard and Justin Hall perform together as ‘Nikoyle Noel’ earlier this 
month they recorded a video at the Wichita Art Museum, featuring their classical 
music with a hip-hop and R&B influence.




Larenz Tate joins the trend of going straight to streaming with his new 
dark comedy “Business Ethics.”
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