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Our Top Stories on 
Social Media Stories

11:45 - 1:30 p.m. • Starlight Theater

• Wichita Reopening Two Public Golf 
Courses
• Coronavirus Relief Bill: Congress, 
White House Reach High For Next 
Stimulus Package
• Kansas Gives Inmates Cloth Masks 
For Coronavirus, ACLU Lawsuit Says 
‘Lives At Risk’
• U.S. Supreme Court Rules in Kansas 
Case About Reasonableness of Traffic 
Stops
• As Virus Kills, NYC Shortens Deadline 
for Claiming Dead
• New COVID-19 Testing Site in 
Wyandotte County
• Wichita State University to Receive 
$8.7 Million From Higher Education 
Relief Fund
• CARES Act Has Funding for HBCUs 
• Advice From KU Med's Infectious 
Disease Expert

• The Community Voice: Survival 
Series Part 3: A survivor of COVID-19 
shares how close to the end it got, her 
two-week stay in the hospital, and 
what she says is the worst of it. 
• Gov. Kelly has filed a lawsuit against 
the lawmakers who overruled her 
statewide order to ban religious 
gatherings.
• “In the midst of a pandemic the 
community will be covered in his 
name,” said Pastor Wade Moore & the 
Christian Faith Center Church. 
• This Kansas traffic stop just went all 
the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

With the Stay-at-Home 
Orders extended and so many 
of your favorite places to pick 
up The Community Voice 
closed, more and more of you 
are finding us online.  

We hope you’re enjoying 
all the extra content available 
to you on our website, our 
social media pages, and our 
recurring newsletters. 

We always say, if you’re 
only reading the print edition, 
you’re missing a lot.  We post 
new stories every day, and 
because of space limitations, 
most of those stories never 
make it into our print edition.  

In addition, join us 

online for videos, photos. 
lots of funny ha-has and 
commentary.  Yeah, we 
loosen up a little online.  

Join us at www.
communityvoiceks.com 

Facebook.com/
thecommunityvoice

Twitter @cvoiceKS
Instagram 

@
community_
voice

I
t’s one of our most popular 
contests of the year and it’s 
back again in celebration 

of Mother’s Day.  It’s our 12th 
Annual Mother-Daughter Look-
a-Like Contest, and every year 
the quality of the entries 
doesn’t fail to amaze us. 

HOW TO ENTER

The deadline to 
enter is Friday, May 1, 
at 5 p.m.  Entering is 
easy.  Just go on our 
website at www.
communityvoiceks.
com, click 
submissions and 
complete the form.  Attach a 
photo of the two of you together 
and you’re entered to win.  The 
only rule is that both the mother 
and daughter must be living. 

Our staff judges the initial 
entries and narrows them down 
to 12 semifinalists.   All of the 
semifinalists are featured in 
our pre-Mother’s Day issue 
of Thurs., May 7.  The photos 
are also featured in our online 
electronic-edition and on our 
website. 

Each year, we select a panel of 
celebrity judges who select the 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  

However, there’s still another 
way to win – The People’s 
Choice Award.  People vote on 
the poll on the front page 
of our 
website.  
Online 

voting is from 
May 4 -15.  So 

when people ask you what you 
want for Mother’s Day, tell them 
you want them to cast their vote 
for you in the Mother-Daughter 
Look-a-Like People’s Choice 
Contest. 

We’re still working hard – 
despite the pandemic – to put 
together an enjoyable package 
of prizes for all four positions 
– 1st, 2nd, 3rd and People’s 
Choice.  All winners are featured 
in the May 21 issue of The 
Community Voice, this time with 
an article about the mother and 
daughter. 

RULES

There aren’t very many:
We’ve already told you, both 

the mother and daughter 
must be alive

Here’s a good rule – 
An individual can win 
People’s Choice and still 
win 1st, 2nd or 3rd Place

If you’ve entered the 
contest before you can 
enter again, unless you 
placed (1st, 2nd, 3rd or 
People’s Choice).

Here are a few 
pointers:  Clear photos help.  Try 
to get both of your heads faced 
the same way, and having your 
heads side-by-side helps the 
judges compare.   

PRIZES 

We are working hard, in spite 
of the pandemic, to put together 
great prize packages that always 
include prizes for both the mom 
and the daughter.  While the 
gifts are nice, we’re not Oprah, 
and everyone will not get a car.   
But from what we hear, the real 
prize - beyond bragging rights 
- is the fun and joy had by both 
the mom and daughter as they 
work together on this project.  

Entries Open for 12th Annual 
Mother-Daughter Look-a-Like Contest

You’re Finding Us Online 

Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-Chief

P.S.  We’re going on spring break.  Our next issue is on May 7 (three weeks from now, instead of two).  
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BEBE WINANS, HIS 
MOTHER & BROTHER 

TESTED POSITIVE FOR 
COVID-19

The Winans family are  to the Gos-
pel music world much like what the 
Jacksons were to the secular music 
world.  

But unfortunately, BeBe Winans has 
revealed in a recent interview that he 
has tested positive for the coronavirus, 
and so have his brother and mother.

Winans admits in the recent 
interview that he too had the mental-
ity that he could not contract it and 
even though he says he was cautious, 
somehow he got it, but he did not 
require hospitalization. However in 
the same interview he revealed that his 

brother who had also tested positive 
did require hospital treatment for 4 or 
5 days and so did his mother.  BeBe 
also said that although he is a man 
of faith he admits that you do have to 
use common sense in the battle of CO-
VID-19.  BeBe says that he is now on 
the recovering side of the coronavirus.

WINFREY CHOOSES 
‘HIDDEN VALLEY ROAD’ 

FOR BOOK CLUB
Oprah Winfrey’s new book club 

pick is Robert Kolker’s “Hidden 
Valley Road,” an in-depth account 
of a 1950s family in which six of 12 
children were diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia. 

In announcing her choice, Winfrey 
called “Hidden Valley Road” “a rivet-
ing true story of an American family 
that reads like a medical detective 
journey. It reveals the shame, denial, 
shock, confusion and misunder-
standing of mental illness at a time 
when no one was really sure what 
schizophrenia was or how to treat it.”

In a recent interview with The 
Associated Press, Winfrey  said  she 
chose “Hidden Valley Road” before 
the virus became widespread, but 
says it’s even timelier now, because 

of its story of a baffling and horrify-
ing illness. 

DIAMOND AND SILK 
TWITTER ACCOUNT 
SUSPENDED FOR 

COVID-19 
MISINFORMATION

Fervent Donald Trump supporters 
and Fox Nation hosts Diamond and 
Silk have had their Twitter account 
suspended for spreading misinfor-
mation on the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Twitter specifically laid out rules 
forbidding COVID-19 misinformation  
on March 16.

According to Newsweek, “Its 
expanded policies require users to 
delete tweets that misleadingly claim 
to be from government or medical 
officials, tweets that contradict expert 
recommendations, tweets that endorse 

fake coronavirus treatments, and 
tweets alleging that members of any 
group or nationality are more respon-
sible for or susceptible to the virus.”

Through a spokesperson, Twitter 
confirmed it had locked Diamond and 
Silk’s account for a tweet criticizing 
the coronavirus crisis stay-at-home 
orders and suggesting that people 
should be “out in the environment.”

TERRY CREWS’ WIFE 
HAS DOUBLE 

MASTECTOMY 
The wife of actor Terry Crews was 

diagnosed with breast cancer weeks 
ago, and has since undergone a 
double mastectomy and reconstruc-
tive surgery. “Though it was Stage 
1, you’re overwhelmed with fear,” 
Rebecca, 54, shared with PEOPLE, 
“like cancer is this all-consuming, 
all-powerful evil entity.”

The 
mother of 
five had a 
small, pre-
cancerous 
lump re-
moved from 
her right 
breast over 

a decade ago. Since then, Rebecca has 
been taking extra precautions when it 
comes to getting screened.

TYLER PERRY 
SURPRISES SENIORS BY 
PAYING FOR GROCERIES 

On April 8, Tyler Perry paid for 
groceries for a number of senior 
shoppers during the “senior hour” 
at grocery stores in Atlanta and his 
hometown New Orleans. High-risk 
and older shoppers had a nice sur-
prise at over 44 Kroger supermarkets 
in metro Atlanta and 29 Winn-Dixies 
in New Orleans when they arrived at 
the register and everything was paid 
for.

Phil Kloer, 64, Atlanta, said he was 
shopping during the senior hour when 
an employee told him quietly to head 
to the register by 8 a.m.

Kloer told The Atlanta Journal 
Constitution, “I was almost done 
shopping, so that wasn’t a big deal,” 

 When he arrived at the register, the 
cashier told him that his $290 worth 
of groceries was covered.

Since Kloer is still employed he 
decided to pay it forward by donating 
$300 to the Atlanta Community Food 
Bank.

(Mother) Delores & (Son) BeBe Rebecca & Terry(L-R) Diamond & Silk
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n the midst of a pandemic, voting 
rights advocates and Democratic 
leaders are urging sites to switch 

as much as possible to voting by mail 
for the November election.  They’re 
finding their efforts opposed by Pres. 
Trump and his Republicans allies who 
are launching an aggressive strategy 
to fight what many of the administra-
tion’s own health officials view as one 
of the most effective ways to make 
voting safer amid the deadly spread of 
COVID-19.  

The scene last week of Wisconsin 
voters in masks and gloves gathering 
in long lines at the polls is not deter-
ring the president or top officials in 
the Republican Party.  

It’s a political standoff, with Trump 
telling Fox News, “You’d never have 
a Republican elected in this country 
again” under Democratic plans for 
national expansion of early voting and 
voting by mail.  The Democrats may 
point to health and safety concerns as 
their reason for wanting mail in voting 
expanded, but most voting authorities 
agree, Democrats stand to gain the 
most by expanding opportunities for 

people to vote.  
The push to limit 

voting options is in 
keeping with the Re-
publicans’ decades-
running campaign to 
impose restrictions 
that are seen to 
disproportionately 
affect people of color, 
the poor, and young 
voters, all under the 
banner of combating 
voter fraud.  

Currently, 32 states 
allow “no-excuse” 
absentee voting, where 
citizens either automatically receive 
ballots at home or can get them upon 
request. In the 2016 election, Trump 
carried 11 of the 16 states that limit 
absentee voting, and 11 of those 16 
states have Republican governors.  

In those states, only people who 
meet certain requirements are al-
lowed to vote absentee. Some of the 
most common excuses are, you’re 
over age 60 or 65, you have a disabil-
ity or you’ll be out of the county on 

Election Day and during the advance 
voting days.  

The Republican governor of New 
Hampshire has endorsed the idea, 
saying his state would hold its election 
by mail in November if health risks 
were still an issue.  The Republi-
can secretary of state in Iowa has 
expressed the same idea.  Arkansas 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson said in times like 
these, she supports voting by mail.

However with Trump, without any 
evidence, proclaiming “a lot of people 

cheat with mail-in-
voting,” it will be dif-
ficult to get many more 
Republican governors 
or secretaries of state to 
support expanding mail-
in-voting.  

Alabama’s Republican 
Gov. Kay Ivey has repeat-
edly said she does not 
favor no-excuse absentee 
voting. “It raises the po-
tential for voter fraud,” 
Ivey said last month. “In 
the middle of a public 
health crisis, we don’t 
need to open that up and 

add another problem to our plate.”
Vote-by-mail advocates dispute 

claims of widespread voter fraud, not-
ing that mail ballots rely on signature-
verification tools to check voter 
authenticity.

Texas’ Republican Gov. Greg Abbott 
told the Dallas Morning News he 
opposes mandating mail-in voting 
because it would infringe on the rights 
of people who vote at the polls. All 
states that mail ballots to all registered 

voters still allow for some form of in-
person voting.

A spokeswoman for Tennessee 
Secretary of State Tre Hargett, a 
Republican, said Tennessee is focused 
on the safety of elections officials and 
voters but expressed concerns about 
expanding vote-by-mail just months 
before the election. Tennessee is 
among the states with strict voter ID 
laws that require photo identification 
to cast ballots.

“Tennesseans are in the habit of 
voting in person,” spokeswoman Julia 
Bruck said, noting that only 2% of 
registered Tennessee voters typically 
cast absentee voters despite 30% be-
ing eligible.

Time Running Out  
Voting security advocates are 

sounding the alarm about a shrinking 
window for the U.S. to prepare for a 
November presidential election taking 
place during a global pandemic and 
they’re calling for vote-by mail options 
nationwide in case citizens are still 
advised to avoid public places.

Sides Square Off on Voting by Mail for November

T
he United States Post Office 
was on its last leg going into 
the pandemic, but it may come 

out of the pandemic without a leg to 
stand on.  

The coronavirus pandemic has led 
to a significant decline in Americans 
using the Postal Service, which 
operates as a semi-independent gov-
ernment agency and not on taxpayer 
funding, is worsening a crisis for the 
already financially troubled service. 
Last week, Postmaster General 
Megan Brennan said financial woes 
exacerbated by the pandemic could 
cause the agency to run out of money 
by October. 

The agency was already in debt, 
brought on heavily by 2006 legisla-
tion that required the agency to pre-
fund 75 years' worth of employee 
pensions.  Then the service lost 8.8 
billion in 2019, and currently has 
$11 billion in outstanding debt. 

As the $2.3 trillion 
coronavirus stimulus 
package was being 
developed, there 
appeared to be bi-
partisan support to 
help make the post 
office whole, but 
instead the stimulus 
plan included only a 
$10 billion loan for the service.  

"To give it $10 billion of additional 
credit is, frankly, a meaningless 
gesture. It's a slap in the face, and 
it's not what they need," said Carolyn 
Maloney, House Oversight Commit-
tee Chairwoman. "They don't need 
more debt capacity, they need debt 
forgiveness."

"Based on a number of briefings 
and warnings this week about a criti-
cal fall-off in mail across the country, 
it has become clear that the Postal 
Service will not survive the summer 

without immediate 
help from Congress 
and the White House," 
said Maloney and her 
co-chair Rep. Gerry 
Conolly in a March 23 
joint statement.

According to The 
Washington Post, 
President Trump, who 

has been vocally hostile to the idea of 
expanding vote by mail, actively op-
posed any measures to help the Post 
Office and refused to sign the CARES 
Act stimulus package if it included a 
bailout for the agency.  

The Post reported that while 
Congress initially intended on giving 
the Postal Service a $13 billion grant, 
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin 
stepped up in to quash the grant, tell-
ing lawmakers, "You can have a loan, 
or you can have nothing at all." 

U.S. Postal Service May Not Survive the Pandemic Delivery of 2020 Census 
Paper Questionnaires Begin

See ELECTION page 10



A
bout 64 million households 
across the nation have been 
mailed a paper questionnaire 

as the U.S. Census Bureau continues 
to ensure responding to the Census is 
easier than ever. As of April 12, 48.1% 
of the nation’s households have 
responded to the 2020 Census. The 
remaining households will receive a 
paper questionnaire starting April 8.

While nearly half of all households 
have responded online to the 2020 
Census, some may prefer to receive 
a paper questionnaire. About 22% of 
the country received a paper form at 
the beginning of the Census.

Some areas where Census takers 
were originally going to hand-deliver 
forms in person will now receive a 
letter in the mail from the Census 
Bureau reminding them to participate. 

 Even if households don’t receive a 
letter in the mail, the Census Bureau 

will drop off a census invitation and 
paper form as soon as it is safe to 
do so. Census takers will also follow 
up with all households that do not 
respond on their own.

Households receiving the paper 
questionnaire can still respond online 
or by phone, or they can return it by 
mail in the enclosed envelope. When 
you respond online, use the Census 
ID from the letter or provide your 
address.

The public should respond for the 
number of people living at that ad-
dress as of April 1. Responding now 
to the 2020 Census will minimize the 
need for a Census taker to follow up 
and visit your home in person later 
this year. 

48.1%
Households 

Have Responded 





A
P

R
. 1

6
, 2

0
2
0    |     T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 V
O

IC
E

 5Covid-19 Update

P
lans to speed another stimulus 
package through Congress ap-
pear deadlocked, with neither 

side ready to bend. 
The impasse comes after the Trump 

administration requested that Con-
gress pass $250 billion in emergency 
funding for the small-business loan 
program, and Democrats responded 
with their proposal outlining their 
additional demands. Last week, both 
proposals were put to a vote on the 
floor with neither plan passing. 

On April 11, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and House 
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-
CA) said in a joint statement that they 
weren’t interested in negotiating.

WHAT REPUBLICANS WANT 
President Trump and Treasury 

Secretary Steven Mnuchin are seeking 
the extra small-business money after 
banks fielded more than 400,000 loan 
requests in less than a week for firms 
trying to navigate the economic fallout 
from the coronavirus pandemic. 
Mnuchin told Democrats on April 15 
that already $100 billion in loans had 
been approved, and the program was 
authorized for $349 billion in fund-
ing as part of the $2 trillion law that 
passed last month.

DEMOCRATS’ RESPONSE 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
CA) and Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) said April 13 that 
they would agree to the $250 billion 
for small businesses if half of it goes 
through community-based financial 
institutions serving farmers and family, 

women-, minority- and veteran-owned 
small businesses and nonprofits. They 
also sought “improvements to ensure 
all eligible small businesses can ac-
cess this critical funding and are not 
turned away by banks.”

Democrats expressed concern that 
truly small community businesses had 
been shut out of the loan program. 

“A lot of the smaller businesses that 
live and work in districts like mine are 
not having access to these dollars and 
we have to fix that,” said Congressman 
Gregory Meeks (D-NY).

Many larger banks are not accepting 
applications from individuals who do 
not have a relationship with them and 
many smaller, community-based busi-
nesses bank with community banks 
or Community Development Financial 

Institutions that typically do 
not do business with the Small 
Business Administration.  

“Minority-owned businesses 
and women-owned businesses 
have trouble getting loans any-
way, even without a pandemic, 
so yes, that’s something that 
definitely needs to be ad-
dressed,” Meeks stressed. 

In addition, the Democrats say 
the package must include money for 
hospitals and states, and support for 
families who rely on food stamps. 

“Small businesses, hospitals, 
frontline workers and state and lo-
cal governments across the country 
are struggling to keep up with this 
national crisis. They need more help 
from the federal government and they 

need it fast – our nurses, doctors 
and health care workers need it as 
much as anyone else,” said Pelosi and 
Schumer in a joint statement. 

Although the president had hoped 
for quick action on the additional 
small-business funding, action on the 
bill may have to hold until the full Con-
gress convenes.  Both the House and 
Senate have moved their return date 
from April 20 to at least May 4. 

A
re you starting to wonder if your 
stimulus check will ever arrive?  

If you filed your 2019 or your 
2020 income tax return and opted to 
have your money sent directly to your 
bank account, you may be among the 
80 million Americans whose money 
has already arrived or should arrive 
shortly.  Checks began showing up in 

accounts on Fri., April 10.  
An estimated 100 million Ameri-

cans have not provided the IRS with 
their bank account information, if they 
have one. Some of these people have 
filed taxes, so they should eventually 
receive money but will have to wait 
weeks or even months for a check to 
come in the mail.

If you haven’t received your check 
yet, here’s how to track it - and if you 
would like to speed up receipt of your 
check, here’s a way you can do it.  

You can check your payment status 
by going to www.irs.gov/coronavirus-
tax-relief-and-economic-impact-pay-
ments.  While you’re there, if you want 
to provide your bank account infor-
mation you can do so.  However, hurry 
up and update your receipt method 
because the IRS will not change your 
delivery method once delivery of your 
check is scheduled.  

Here's how to use Get My Payment, 
which the IRS says is safe and secure 
to use. Taxpayers only need a few 
pieces of information to quickly ob-
tain the status of their payment and, 
where needed, provide their bank 
account information. Having a copy of 
their most recent tax return can help 
speed the process.

If you want to track the status of 
your payment, the IRS site will show 
the payment amount; scheduled 
delivery date by direct deposit or 
paper check; and if a payment hasn’t 
been scheduled. A taxpayer will need 
to enter basic information including 
Social Security number, date of birth 

and the mailing address used on their 
tax return.

If you want to add your bank ac-
count information to speed up your 
stimulus payment, you need to provide 
your adjusted gross income from your 
most recent tax return submitted, 
either 2019 or 2018. And you need 
to know the refund or amount owed 
from your latest filed tax return. You 
are also going to need information 
about your bank account type, ac-
count number and routing number.

The IRS also has a separate online 

tool for people who don't normally 
file tax returns. The non-filers: Enter 
Payment Info tool, developed in a 
partnership between the IRS and the 
Free File Alliance, is designed for 
people who did not file a tax return 
for 2018 or 2019 and who don’t 
receive Social Security retirement, 
disability (SSDI), or survivor benefits 
and Railroad Retirement benefits. 
Additional information is available at 
www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-
enter-payment-info-here.

P
resident Donald Trump’s name 
will be printed on the stimulus 
checks that the Internal Rev-

enue Service will be sending to tens 
of millions of Americans 
around the country, in 
an unprecedented move 
finalized this week.

The Treasury Depart-
ment confirmed the 
decision in a statement 
April 15. It marks the 
first time a president’s 
name has appeared 
on any IRS payments, either refund 
checks or other stimulus checks 
that have been mailed during past 
economic crises.

The Twitter world was abuzz with 

the announcement that the move 
would slow down delivery of the 
checks, although the Treasury said 
that the decision to add Trump’s name 

would not delay issuance of the paper 
checks, which will be mailed to people 
who are not set up to receive direct 
deposit payments from the IRS.

Congress Deadlocked on Additional Stimulus Funding

Tracking Your Stimulus Check and Getting it Sooner 

Stimulus Checks To Bear Trump’s Name 

T
he U.S. government has started 
sending $1,200 checks to Ameri-
cans to help ease the financial 

pain caused by shutting down the 
economy to fight the deadly corona-
virus. By April 15, 80 million people 
were expected to receive a direct 
deposit in their bank account, Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said.

Netspend, which processed nearly 
$1 billion in relief payments by April 
13, said its customers are using the 
government money “for groceries, fast 

food, pharmacies and gas, as well as 
withdrawing cash from ATMs.” More 
than half of the transactions were PIN-
based at ATMs or grocery stores, and 
about a quarter were done online.

Analysts say around 125 million to 
150 million Americans are expected to 
receive the one-time payment.

Financial planners have urged 
people to use the money to buy basic 
necessities or pay off debt, which 
should help relieve pressure if some-
one loses a job.

Stimulus Checks Going for Groceries








Pelosi and Mnuchin defer questions on who 
would get additional stimulus funds.
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T
hough millions of employ-
ees now work remotely 
from home, jobless claims 

have soared to a total of 16 mil-
lion jobs in the last three weeks, 
with people of color particularly 
hard hit. 

March unemployment was 
highest for Blacks at 6.7%, 6% 
for Latinxs and 4% for White 
Americans, according to the US 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Meanwhile, essential workers 
largely can't work from home. 
They include not only doctors 
and other frontline health workers, 
but also blue-collar workers such as 
grocery cashiers, delivery workers, bus 
drivers, mail carriers and warehouse 
workers.

The situation has a "racial justice 
paradox," said New York radio host 
Brian Lehrer in a recent interview with 
Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez: While "Black and Brown 
people are more likely to lose their 
jobs in the crisis (and suffer food and 
housing insecurity)," he said "they're 
also more likely to be the ones asked 
to keep their jobs and have risky 
contact with other people."

Ocasio-Cortez said these frontline 

workers – disproportionately Black 
and Latinx – are not being treated with 
the dignity and respect of proper pay 
and protections, particularly for the 
risk they assume, demonstrating how 
"racial and class inequities baked into 
this crisis." 

While 37% of Asian workers and 
29.9% of White workers are able to 
work remotely, only 19.7% of black 
workers, and 16.2% of Latinx workers, 
are able to telework, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. In short, 
they must leave their homes and show 
up for work during a pandemic.

People of color being overrepre-
sented among both the unemployed 
and among essential workers is two 

sides of the same coin, said 
law professor and CNN con-
tributor Catherine Powell.

Close to one-third of 
Latinx adults, and a little 
more than one-quarter 
of Black adults, earn an 
income through the gig 
economy (compared 
with just above one-fifth 
of White adults). Data 
from the Gig Economy 
Data Hub, a project by the 
Aspen Institute and Cornell 
University, shows that 

contract workers, on-call employees, 
and agency temps – positions that offer 
lower pay and less flexibility than more 
traditional gig-economy workers – are 
more likely to be blacks and Latinx.

“This data – and the fact that as the 
coronavirus continues to spread, many 
essential blue collar workers lack 
protective gear, hazard pay, and health 
benefits – helps explain why we are 
seeing reports that the virus is wreak-
ing havoc in neighborhoods of color,” 
Powell said.

Then there are domestic workers, 
mostly women of color who go without 

Y
ou know the saying: “When 
America gets a cold, Black 
America gets pneumonia.” 

Well, it’s a fact that’s holding true 
once again in the coronavirus 
pandemic.  While some African 
Americans may have been surprised 
by how the community has dispro-
portionately contracted the disease, 
few, if any, would admit to being 
surprised that the Black community 
has been hurt the most economically 
by the pandemic.  

With unemployment numbers liter-
ally off the charts, most states under 
lockdown and an uncertain future 
ahead, it’s important for policymak-
ers to understand and take a look at 
the racial disparities that are being 
further exacerbated by the pandemic.  

While there is a push on to release 
numbers on how the COVID-19 
disease is disproportionately impact-

Workers of Color Hit Worst by Virus’ Economic Impact

Staggering: The Economic Impact of a Pandemic

”

“

          Crises, 
like the 

coronavirus, 
can often  

shine a very 
bright light on 
some of the 

real 
weaknesses 

and foibles in 
our society. 

Most Voters Can Go 1 Month or Less Before Being Unable to Pay Their Bills 
If you lost your current source of income, how long could you go before you were unable to pay your bills?

33 Percent of Voters Have Lost Jobs, Lost Hours, or Been Put on Leave
Have you lost a job, been put on leave or otherwise had your hours reduced because ofCOVID-19?

ing the community, another group 
is pushing for additional data on 
how the pandemic is impacting 
the African-American community 
economically.  Although little if 
any disaggregated information on 
the economic impact has been 

released, a national survey of likely 
voters conducted last week by Data 
for Progress shows that 45% of 
African Americans had either lost 
their jobs, been put on leave or had 
their hours cut, compared to 33% 
of the nation as a whole.    

In addition, 62% of African-
American respondents report that 
they expect to have issues covering 
costs within the next month, and 
that 63% would be unable to pay 
their bills within a month if they lost 
their income.  

A
s schools, workplaces and 
public services shut down in 
the age of coronavirus, online 

connections are keeping Americans 
in touch with vital institutions and 
each other. But that’s not much of 
an option when fast internet service 
is hard to come by.

Although efforts to extend broad-
band service have made progress 
in recent years, tens of millions 
of people are still left out, largely 
because phone and cable compa-
nies hesitate to invest in far-flung 
rural areas. Government subsidies 
in the billions haven’t fully fixed the 
problem. 

More than 21 million Americans 
don’t have access to high-speed 
Internet, according to the FCC. 

Many more simply can’t afford 
broadband. U.S. broadband costs 
more than in many comparable 
countries — an average of $58 a 
month compared to $46.55 across 
29 nations, according to a 2018 
Federal Communications Commis-
sion report.

Such disconnected people “al-
ready have to work harder to tread 
water,” said Chris Mitchell, who 
advocates for community broad-

band service at the Institute for 
Local Self-Reliance. “I don’t think 
people appreciated the magnitude 
of the problem.”

Even in cities, the high cost of 
internet access means many go 
without. Low-cost local alternatives 
such as libraries and cafes have 
shut down.

In some states, educators say 
they are feeling the sting of the digi-
tal divide — the gap between those 
with fast, modern Web connections 
and those who don’t. 

The burden often falls on 
younger students, who may struggle 
to complete classwork even during 
a normal school week due to tech-
nological and economic barriers. 
But the disruptions of coronavirus 
raise the question of whether the 
U.S. government and the telecom 
industry should have done more 
to cure the country’s digital divide 
well before a pandemic gripped the 
nation.

“With coronavirus, we’re about 
to expose just how challenging 
our digital divide is, and just how 
unequal access to broadband is,” 

Lack of Internet Exposes Digital Divide

Dr. Anthony Fauci

See EXPOSED page 10See COLOR page 10
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T
he coronavirus put tens of 
thousands of Kansans out of 
work, and left them frustrated 

when they tried filing for unemploy-
ment benefits.

A month into the economic fallout 
from the COVID-19 outbreak, one 
thing is clear: The Kansas Department 
of Labor found itself unprepared for 
a record number of jobless claims 
filed by people suddenly tossed out of 
work.

“It’s completely unprecedented,” 
said Brett Flachsbarth, deputy sec-
retary and a 15-year veteran of the 
agency.

Since March 14, more than 
160,000 Kansans have filed first-time 
claims for unemployment benefits. 
That is a 2,457% increase over the 
previous month.

The explosion in claims crashed 
the agency’s website and overloaded 
its phone lines, often with hundreds of 
thousands of calls in a single day.

Some people say they called hun-
dreds of times before getting through 
to someone in the department’s call 
center. Even when they got through, 
calls often ended in frustration.

After failing to reach anyone for two 
weeks, Sarah Abdel finally got through 
only to have her call immediately 
redirected to a “claims specialist.”

“Then that person transferred me 
to another department that just hung 
up on me,” Abdel said.

After mustering out of the Navy last 
fall, Abel returned to Kansas to go to 
school. But she also took a full-time 
job at a small cosmetics retailer in the 
Kansas City area. She was laid off three 
weeks ago.

Because of an issue with her mili-
tary pay, Abdel said she can’t use the 
agency’s website to file a claim.

Like tens of thousands of other 
Kansas struggling to get unemploy-
ment benefits, Abdel sometimes 
tunes in to the agency’s Facebook 
Live updates at 9 a.m. weekdays, 
where officials attempt to explain 
the technical difficulties they’re hav-
ing while pleading for patience.

Laurel Klein Searles, the Kansas 
unemployment insurance director, 
gives regular updates on Facebook 
about problems processing unem-
ployment claims.

“To me, they’ve had time to fix it 
and I don’t really see any results,” 
she said. “I just keep hearing 
excuses.”

Josie Layne tells a similar story. 
She was in line for a promotion at 
Savers, an Olathe thrift store, before 
she got laid off.

She’s been trying for weeks to get 
through on the phone to file a claim. 
Every now and then, someone answers 
and quickly transfers her to a phone 

that just rings and rings.
“For 30 minutes then hangs up,” 

Layne said. “That’s happened to me 
like 10 times.”

So while trying to file online last 
weekend, Layne said the agency’s 
website crashed. She checked back 
the next day but it was still down.

“It doesn’t even pull up,” Layne 
said. “It just says ‘unavailable’ or 
something like that.”

The Kansas Department of Labor 

website has been overloaded by job-
less benefit requests.

The department has quadrupled 
its call center staff and worked its in-

formation technology staff around the 
clock in a futile attempt to keep pace 
with the claims and keep the website 
functioning, Flachsbarth said.

The old mainframe computer that 
the department uses wasn’t built to 
handle the volume of claims now 
pouring in, he said. It dates back to 
the mid-1970s and uses a program 
developed in the 1950s.

Because labor departments across 
the country use the same system, he 

said, states have known for a long 
time that they need to modernize their 
technology.

But money has been a problem. 

Most of the Kansas Department of 
Labor’s funding comes from the 
federal government. It gets more when 
unemployment rates are high and less 
when they’re low.

Kansas has had an unemployment 
rate below 4% since 2017. So, from 
a budget and staffing standpoint, the 
agency was unprepared to handle the 
sudden spike in claims triggered by 
the coronavirus shutdown.

Even so, Flachsbarth said, it was 
finally moving to replace its aging 
computer system.

“We have been engaged for the last 
year in trying to take necessary steps 
forward to modernize our system,” 
he said.

Agency officials had made site visits 
to states that had overhauled their 
systems and “doing game-planning 
for what our options were,” he said, 
“when this (the coronavirus) hit.”

Now, Flachsbarth said, “everything 
… is focused on how we can provide 
the most service to the most people.”

So far, he said, that hasn’t been 
enough. In addition to problems 
handling claims for state benefits, the 
agency hasn’t been able to make the 
changes needed to get an additional 
$600 a week in federal benefits out 
the door to Kansans who qualify for 
them.

And the agency is weeks away from 

Frustration Grows With Kansas Unemployment Website But Still Can't Get Jobless Checks
By Jim McLean  
Kansas News Service

See BENEFITS page 10

T
he American Civil Liberties 
Union of Kansas’ lawsuit to get 
vulnerable inmates released 

from Kansas has been referred to the 
Kansas District Courts.  The class-
action lawsuit, filed April 9 appeared 
to be on a fast track for review with 
the Kansas Supreme Court sched-
uled to review the case on April 15.  
However on the night before, the court 
cancelled the hearing.

Lawyers for the Department of 
Corrections and Attorney General 
Derek Schmidt’s office on April 14 
filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit.  
In a two-page order, signed by Justice 
Marla Luckert, the Supreme Court 
referred the case to the district court 
saying “there are significant issues 

of fact” that the district court should 
review.  

The ACLU filed the lawsuit on behalf 
of seven inmates at Kansas state prison 
in Ellsworth, Lansing and Topeka.  

“When inmates who are over 50 
and suffering from diabetes or Hep 
C are forced to stand, sleep and eat 
within six feet of other inmates, we 
are literally putting people’s lives at 
risk,” said ACLU Legal Director Lauren 
Bonds. “This is an emergency situa-
tion requiring urgent action.”

The lawsuit argues that the inmates 
are housed in crowded conditions 
with limited access to adequate 
medical care. It also contended that 
releasing vulnerable inmates would 
allow proper social distancing and 

reduce the virus’ transmission among 
remaining prisoners.

“If this Court does not grant im-
mediate relief on the basis of this Peti-
tion,” the lawsuit reads, “Petitioners 
request a hearing as soon as possible. 
Given the exponential spread of CO-
VID-19, there is no time to spare.”

 The suit also asks the court to 
grant the release of people who would 
otherwise find themselves exposed 
to the deadly virus and proposed the 
appointment of a Master to oversee 
the expedited release, to “reduce in-
mate populations within correctional 
centers and facilities, while preserving 
Respondents’ ability to object to the 
release of specific inmates.”

It also sought the immediate release 

of those within 18 
months of release 
or are serving 
sentences for minor 
offenses, and the 
implementation of 
appropriate social 
distancing and 
sanitation measures 
to protect all other incarcerated indi-
viduals from COVID-19 in compliance 
with CDC guidance. 

The state has confirmed that 18 
inmates and 21 staff at the Lansing 
prison have tested positive for coro-
navirus. An inmate at a work-release 
facility in Wichita also tested positive, 
prompting the Department of Correc-
tions to move 113 prisoners Sunday 

night to Lansing.
Gov. Laura Kelly has said efforts are 

underway to identify inmates who are 
close to finishing their sentences and 
can be released.

Jails already have started shrinking 
their populations, including one in 
Sedgwick County that now has nearly 
400 fewer inmates.

- Associated Press
 contributed to this story.  

ACLU Lawsuit to Release Vulnerable Kansas Prisoners Moved to District Court 



A
ccording to Wichita State 
University’s Center for 
Economic Development and 

Business Research (CEDBR), the 
ripple effect of decreased demand 
along with public policies limiting 
activity will have a significantly 
negative impact on the state’s 
economy in just three months. 

The CEDBR, part of WSU’s W. 
Frank Barton School of Business, 
developed a model to estimate the 
economic ripple effects on Kansas’ 
three metropolitan areas, along 
with the rest of the state.

The impact analysis included 
decreased demand, supply chain 
issues, decreased productivity 
and increased purchases in select 
sectors like grocery stores. The 
project also included the federal 

stimulus funding flow-
ing into each region of 
the economy through 
households, governments 
and businesses. Because 
there is not a clear end 
date to the effects of the 
COVID-19, this analysis 
was limited to a three-
month period.

WICHITA AND KC WILL HAVE 
GREATEST NEGATIVE IMPACT 

The impact of the pandemic is 
expected to decrease both employ-
ment and output within the Kansas 
economy by 27% or 388,000 jobs, 
both full-time and part-time, within 
three months. The impact on 
labor income for three months is 
expected to be $4.8 billion.

The largest percentage decrease 

is expected to be in the Wichita 
metropolitan area, as the region 
had an already weak aerospace 
sector because of the 737 Max 
freeze and a higher concentra-
tion of vulnerable service sectors 
compared to the state.

The Kansas City, KS, metropoli-
tan area is expected to have the 
second-largest decline in economic 
activity. Although the durable 
manufacturing sector is expected 

to be impacted by the supply chain 
disruptions, the area’s concentra-
tion in the vulnerable service sec-
tors puts the region at a higher risk 
of losing these types of jobs.

The largest annualized decline 
in employment during the great 
recession was 4.6% in October 2009. 
When annualizing the impact of the 
coronavirus, the loss is expected to 

D
uring the best of times, 
looking for a job can be 
a struggle, but in a time 

when the world is in an uproar and 
millions of others are looking for a 
job as well, more than ever, land-
ing that ideal job requires creativity 
and persistence. 

Whether you’re a college student 
about to graduate, unemployed 
and wondering whether your 
job will come back, or steadily 
employed but ready for a change, 
Barb G. Upton, with P2 Consulting 
has some strong advice for you.  
Bonita Gooch, editor-in-chief of 
The Community Voice and Gupton 
addressed issues designed to help 
anyone looking for a job during 
pandemic times, for an edition 
of the Survival Series, interviews 
to help our readers survive the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

IS THERE ANYWHERE TO LOOK 
FOR A JOB RIGHT NOW?

I would suggest looking toward 
the essential service industries.  
That would include healthcare, 
public safety, and some of the 
service industries.  That’s where 
the bulk of the opportunities are 
because that’s where the great 
needs are right now.  Your over-
the-road companies are hiring – 
truck drivers and delivery services.  
Instead of going shopping, people 

are shopping online, so Amazon.
com is hiring. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR USING 
JOB BOARDS

Job boards are a great and 
efficient way to look for jobs.  In 
doing so, I encourage my clients 
to take it a step further, not just go 
and look for jobs on job boards 
but set up job alerts.  They will 
help individuals in knowing when 
new opportunities are posted that 
are specific to their interests.  I 
also encourage people to load their 
resume to the job board database.  
A lot of employers are set up where 
they have a relationship, or con-
tracts with these job boards where 
they have access to the entire 
resume database. So that way, not 
only are you seeking employers, 
but employers are seeking you. 

REFRESH YOUR RESUME
With so many people looking for 

jobs right now, I have to emphasize 
the importance of proper planning 
and preparation.  If you can, hire 
a professional to help you with 
customizing your resume, to make 
it more targeted to the type of jobs 
that you want to get hired for.  If 
you’re wanting to change industries 
now, identify transferable skills and 
look for ways to highlight them in 
your resume. 

LEARN TO MARKET YOURSELF 

Just a 
great look-
ing resume 
doesn’t get 
you the 
job.  Often 
I would 
see a great 
resume 
but when 
I would 
interview the individual they didn’t 
know how to best market them-
selves. Consider hiring a coach to 
help your prepare for an interview, 
because it’s not just about getting 
to the table, but how well are you 
able to sell yourself once you get 
to the table.  That’s what gets you 
the job. 

TIPS FOR GRADUATING COLLEGE 
STUDENTS 

A study performed last year by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York found that 27% of college 
graduates work in their field.  That 
was the reality before the pandem-
ic, so that’s why I always encourage 
new grads coming out of college, 
and especially now; don’t narrow 
your options.  Certainly, expand 
those options. Use online opportu-
nities to network, use the resourc-
es of the university for placements, 
and consider going into fields that 
you may not have thought of, but 

are where they can use transferable 
skills.  They should highlight those 
transferable skills on their resume 
and get in the door. 

If you can’t get directly into your 
field, I encourage job shadowing.  
I also encourage networking with 
individuals who are where you 
would like to get to in terms of your 
career path,  

Also, you may have to start from 
a lower-level position, just to get 
in the door, and then build your 
experience, all of which adds to 
your formal education.  Often 
times I think the perception is, ‘I’m 
graduating, I have my degree, now 
I’m going to go and land that six-
figure job.”  That’s not the reality.  
Oftentimes you have to build your 
career, so it takes patience. 

Barb Upton offers more recom-
mendations on Finding a Job in 
Pandemic Times.  You can hear 
them online at www.communi-
tyvoiceks.com/multimedia/videos.  
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S Following a months-long national search, 
Philip Gaskin is the 
newly promoted national 
vice president of en-
trepreneurship for the 
Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation.   For the 
past four years, Gaskin 
has served as senior 
director of entrepre-
neurship at the Kauffman Foundation, where he 
championed initiatives supporting the startup, 
growth, and success of emerging businesses in 
the Kansas City region and across the country.
In his new position, Gaskin will be respon-
sible for leading the Kauffman Foundation’s 
comprehensive entrepreneurship portfolio — 
including grantmaking, operating programs, 
convening, research, and policy. 

Jannette Berkley-Patton, Ph.D., of the 
UMKC School of Medicine has been awarded 
a $3.3 million, 5-year grant by the National 
Institutes of Health to help improve diabetes 
prevention outcomes with African Americans.  
The grant is the continuation of the School of 
Medicine’s Project 
FIT,(Faith Influencing 
Transformation). At 
UMKC, Berkley-Patton 
has won more than 
$10 million in federal 
grants over the past 
14 years, with each 
centering on health in-
equities and community-engaged research with 
African-American community-based organiza-
tions, including places of worship because of 
their cultural importance.

Jerry Crawford, University of Kansas associ-
ate professor of journalism, is the recipient of 
the 2020 Gretchen and Gene Budig Teach-
ing Professorship.  The award recognizes 
outstanding faculty instruction, and recipients 
are asked to deliver a 
formal lecture. Because 
campus activities have 
been closed his lecture, 
“Students and Writ-
ing: Meeting Them 
Where They Are – and 
Where They Can Go,” 
was recorded and can 
be viewed on the KU School of Journalism’s 
YouTube channel.

Crawford teaches courses in ethics, multime-
dia reporting, advanced reporting, producing and 
audio/visual documentary. 

On the Move

Send us Your On the Move 
Announcements  
to press@tcvpub.com

Patton

Gaskin

Crawford

Tips on Looking for a Job in Pandemic Times 

WSU Research Breaks Down 3-month Ripple Effect of COVID-19 on Kansas 





See RIPPLE page 10
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“We’re getting to a do-or-die moment 
to be able to make the changes that 
are necessary for a credible election 
in November,” said Lawrence Norden, 
director of the Election Reform 
Program for the Brennan Center for 
Justice at the New York School of Law.

 “Even ordering the paper, which 
sounds crazy, probably has to start 
happening at the very latest in May,” 
Norden said. “So, we’re talking about 
a matter of weeks before you’re going 
to get to a problem where states are 
going to have real difficulty meeting 
the demand for mail-voting changes.”

Besides time, there’s an issue of 
costs. Democrats are pushing for 
mail-in elections across the country, 
a move that’s expected to cost at least 
$2 billion.  They’re pushing to get 
funding for the change added into the 
next stimulus package.  

Congress approved $400 million 
for elections in the recently passed 
coronavirus stimulus package, an 
amount that might cover the cost of 
postage.

ELECTION

from page 4
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the same labor protections that other 
industries have. Added to this, many 
are undocumented and don't qualify 
for federal assistance, such as paid 
sick leave.

“On a broader level,” Powell said, 
“the racial effects of this crisis teach us 
many lessons about the importance of 
having a social safety net – including 
generous paid family and sick leave for 
all – as well as affordable health care 
for all.” 

Jessica Rosenworcel, a Democrat 
on the FCC, told The Washington 
Post.  The technological troubles 
that could soon burden teachers 
and students reflects the widely felt 
though overlooked hardships that 
can come from a lack of connectivity.

As schools nationwide weigh 
their options, the FCC has sought to 
offer a digital lifeline, shoring up 
commitments from AT&T, Verizon 

and dozens of Internet providers to 
help people stay online, even if they 
ultimately fall behind on their bills.

Some telecom giants also said 
they would make it easier for people 
to access free wireless hotspots in 
their communities. Call your pro-
vider or visit their website to see what 
assistance is available in your area.

“As the coronavirus outbreak 
spreads and causes a series of 
disruptions, it is imperative that 
Americans stay connected,” said 
FCC Chairman Ajit Pai.

COLOR

from page 6

EXPOSED

from page 6






making the administrative changes 
necessary to implement federal rule 
changes that make self-employed 
people and those who work in the “gig 
economy” — think Uber drivers and 
the like — eligible for benefits.

Flachsbarth knows that Kansans 
who desperately need unemployment 
benefits but can’t get them are 
frustrated and angry. But he said the 
agency is “doing everything possible to 
assist them.”

“That being said,” Flacshbarth added, 
“there has to be an awareness on our 
part that doesn’t give them (Kansans) 
the resources they need to pay rent, buy 
groceries (and) meet those essential 
needs.”

Meanwhile, the beleaguered agency has 
also become a political football.

Kansas Senate President Susan Wagle, 
a Wichita Republican and U.S. Senate 
candidate, has criticized Democratic Gov. 
Laura Kelly for failing to fix the problems 
holding up benefits for out-of-work 
Kansans.

“This failure has been brewing since the 
pandemic began and Kansans have run out 
of patience,” Wagle said.

Kelly defended the agency, comparing 
the work that needs to be done to get 

things running smoothly to “fixing a plane 
in the air.”

In a news conference April 15, the 
governor said the agency now has 150 
people answering phones about jobless 
calls and 30 people working on the website 
and the underlying “antiquated” computer 
system.

The dated computer frastructure, 
Kelly said, was the result of foot-dragging 
in Kansas and across the country over 
decades.

“We should have invested a lot earlier,” 
she said.

Kelly said now the state is gradually 
improving the processing of unemployment 
claims and the checks that follow.

“The work,” she said, “is paying off.”

BENEFITS

from page 7



get to at least 12.1%, almost three times 
the previous employment loss.

Output measures all lost sales plus 
or minus inventory, whereas value 
added more closely aligns with gross 
state product. The multiplier for 
value added production lost due to the 

coronavirus is 1.9. That means for each 
dollar of lost economic activity, there 
is an additional 90 cents lost within 
the supply chain and other household 
consumption.

The rest of Kansas, which includes 
a number of micropolitan towns, is ex-
pected to lose over 103,000 jobs and 
about $1 billion in lost labor income 
over a three-month period. 

RIPPLE

from page 8
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I
f you’ve been hearing about an 
antibody test as the shiny new 
thing that’s going to allow us 

to safely end social distancing and 
get back to work - hold up, wait a 
minute.  The benefits of antibody 
testing isn’t as clear as some people 
in authority would have us believe.  

WHAT IS ANTIBODY TESTING? 

Antibody tests - also known as 
serology tests - aren't meant to diag-
nose active infection with the corona-
virus. Rather, they check for proteins 

in the immune system, known as 
antibodies, through a blood sample. 

The blood tests are different from 
the nasal swab-based tests currently 
used to diagnose active COVID-19 
infections. Instead, the tests look for 
blood proteins in the immune system 
called antibodies, which the body 
produces days or weeks after fighting 
an infection. Their presence means 
a person was exposed to the virus 

and developed antibodies against 
it, which may mean that person has 
at least some immunity - although 
experts are not sure how strong the 
immunity may be or even how long 
it will last.

The same approach is used for 
HIV, hepatitis, Lyme disease, lupus 
and many other diseases.

For many infections, antibody lev-
els above a certain threshold indicate 
that the person’s immune system has 
successfully fought off the virus and 

is likely protected from reinfection. 
For COVID-19, it’s not yet clear what 
level of antibodies render patients 
immune or how long immunity might 
last.

During a recent briefing held by 
the WHO, the public health agency 
disclosed the indeterminate results 
of an introductory investigation into 
the antibody test, conducted through 

a controlled study among recovered 
coronavirus patients in Shanghai. 
While a significant antibody response 
was detected in some patients, no 
response was detected in others. For 
that reason, WHO officials have con-
cluded additional research is needed.  

Right now, the tests are most 
useful for researchers studying how 
the virus has spread through the U.S. 
population.

HOW ACCURATE ARE THE TESTS?

Adding to the confusion is the 
fact that both legitimate companies 
and fraudulent operators appear to 
be selling the kits. Distinguishing 
between the two can be a challenge.

Because of the relative simplicity 
of the technology, the Food and Drug 
Administration decided to waive 
initial review of the tests as part of its 
emergency response to the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

With almost no FDA oversight of the 
tests, “It really has created a mess that’s 
going to take a while to clean up," said 
Eric Blank of the Association for Public 
Health Laboratories. "In the meantime, 
you’ve got a lot of companies market-
ing a lot of stuff and nobody has any 
idea of how good it is.”

Members of Blank's group, which 
represents state and local lab offi-
cials, have urged the FDA to revisit its 
lax approach toward the tests. That 
approach essentially allows compa-
nies to launch as long as they notify 
the agency and include disclaimers. 
Companies are supposed to state that 
their tests have not been FDA-ap-
proved and cannot rule out whether 
someone is currently infected.

Last week, FDA Commissioner 
Stephen Hahn said in a statement that 
the agency will “take appropriate ac-
tion” against companies making false 
claims or selling inaccurate tests.

During an interview April 12 
on NBC's “Meet the Press,” Hahn 
expressed “concern” that tests being 
sold “may not be as accurate as we'd 
like them to be.”

“What we don’t want are wildly 
inaccurate tests,” he said. “That’s go-
ing to be much worse, having wildly 
inaccurate tests than having no test.”

Dr. Allison Rakeman of New York 
City’s Public Health Laboratory says 
some local hospitals are assuming 
the tests, which are listed on the 

FDA’s website, “have been vetted, 
when they have not.”

The danger of faulty testing, 
Rakeman says, is that people will 
mistakenly conclude that they are 
immune or are no longer spreading 
the virus.

“Then somebody goes home and 
kisses their 90-year-old grand-
mother,” said Rakeman. “You don’t 
want to give someone a false sense of 
security.”

- Associated Press  

Don’t Get Too Excited About Antibody Tests: Benefits Not Clear  

A
s part of the effort to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 private 
health insurance compa-

nies have agreed to wave co-pay 
expenses for  COVID-19 diagnostic 
testing and for antibody testing.  

Removing out-of-pocket expenses 
for the testing eliminates any poten-
tial financial barriers that might keep 
an individual from being tested.  

“It is critical that Americans have 
peace of mind knowing that cost 
won’t be a barrier to testing during 
this national public health emer-
gency,” said Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) Administra-
tor Seema Verma.

Specifically, the program includes 
group health plans and individual 

health insurance to cover both 
diagnostic testing and certain related 
items and services provided during 
a medical visit with no cost sharing. 
This includes urgent care visits, 
emergency room visits, and in-person 
or telehealth visits to the doctor’s 
office that result in an order for or 
administration of a COVID-19 test. 
Covered COVID-19 tests include all 
FDA-authorized COVID-19 diagnostic 
tests, COVID-19 diagnostic tests 
that developers request authoriza-
tion for on an emergency basis, and 
COVID-19 diagnostic tests developed 
in and authorized by states. It also 
ensures that COVID-19 antibody test-
ing will also be covered. 

No Copays for COVID-19 Testing 

A 
hangover drug not only helps 
soothe pounding headaches but 
also triggers profound changes 

that protect the liver, scientists at the 
University of Southern California report 
in a study in the journal Alcoholism: 
Clinical and Experimental Research.

Researchers focused on dihy-
dromyricetin (DHM), also known as 
ampelopsin, an over-the-counter herbal 
remedy, revealing metabolic changes 
that ease headaches and benefit the 
liver.

"We know DHM helps the body to 

metabolize alcohol faster, but how does 
it work? We found it activates a cas-
cade of mechanisms that erase alcohol 
from the body very quickly," said Jing 
Liang, a research professor of clinical 
pharmacy and an author of the study, 
which used mice as test subjects.

HANGOVER DRUG SHOWS WIDER BENEFITS 
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Kansas City News

W
hile schools are closed 
due to the pandemic, some 
school districts like Kansas 

City, KS, are still providing meals for 
students, and now free meals for 
kids under age 18 are also available 
through Children’s Mercy of Kansas 
City and the Missouri Dept. of Health 
& Senior Services (DHSS).

For a full list of meals for adults 
and children across the KC Metro 
Area, visit www.kcpublicschools.org/
Page/7843.

MO HEALTH DEPT.

MO DHSS is offering free breakfasts 
and hot lunches (all to-go) to youths 
18 and under at locations throughout 
Kansas City. School identifications 
are not required. Each youth will be 
provided two meals: a hot lunch and a 
cold breakfast that can be eaten later. 

Contact DHSS at 1-800-825-0490 for 
more info.

All meals are carry-out to avoid 
"congregate eating." To also prevent 
groups from forming, some sites will 
have the meals ready to immediately 
take-and-go at the door while others 
may deliver the meals to cars as they 
pull up.

The meals will be offered at these 
locations Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.:
•St.LukeMemorialChurch,3100E.
31st St., KCMO
•ClymerCommunityCenter,1301
Vine St., KCMO
•RiverviewGardens,299PaseoAve.,
KCMO
•ChristTemple,3544HighlandAve.,
KCMO
•MorningstarYouth&FamilyLife
Center, 2525 E. 27th St., KCMO

•St.JamesUMC-Paseo,5540
Wayne Ave., KCMO
•WestBluffCommunityCenter,
1212W.BluffDr.,KCMO
•Mt.SinaiMBC,3634Brooklyn
Ave., KCMO

KC CHILDREN’S MERCY

Children’s Mercy’s grab-n-go 
sack lunches are available for 
pick-up for children ages 1-18 
years at the following locations 
and times:
•Children’sMercyBroadway,
3101BroadwayBlvd.,KCMO:
Mon.–Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
/ Fresh sack lunch and allergy free 
lunch available / On Fridays, a fresh 
bag of produce will be given to each 
family while supplies last
•Children’sMercyDonChisholm
Building,610E.22ndSt.,KCMO:

Mon.–Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. / 
Fresh sack lunch and allergy free 
lunch available / On Fridays, a fresh 
bag of produce will be given to each 
family while supplies last

•Children’sMercyEast,
20300 E. Valley View 
Pkwy, Independence, MO: 
Mon.–Fri. 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
/ Shelf stable meal
•Children’sMercyNorth-
land,501N.W.BarryRd.,
KCMO: Mon.–Fri. 12 to 1 
p.m. / Shelf stable meal
•Children’sMercyWest,
4313 State Ave., KCK: 
Mon.–Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. / Fresh sack 
lunch

If the child cannot be 
present to pick up a meal, 
the parent/guardian may 

take one meal for each child. Meals 
are provided in partnership with 
Grandma’sCatering,Harvesters-The
Community Food Network.

A 
COVID-19 testing location serving 
Wyandotte County has opened at 
619AnnAvenue,KansasCity,KS,

courtesyoftheUnifiedGovernment’s
Public Health Department.

Eligible WyCo residents are able 
to schedule a time to drive or walk 
through for testing. Testing priority 
will be given to individuals currently 
experiencing symptoms of COVID-19. 
Common symptoms include a fever of 

more than 100° F, shortness of breath, 
and a dry, unproductive cough.

Testing will run 2-5 p.m. Mon., 
Wed., and Fri. No unscheduled “walk-
ups” or “drive-ups” will be accepted 
fortesting.Locationandhoursare
subject to change. Testing is offered for 
WyCo residents only at this time.

Residentswhothinktheymayhave
COVID-19 should report their symp-
toms from home to see if they are eli-

gible for testing. One way residents can 
reportsymptomsisthroughtheUG’s
online“Self-ReportYourSymptoms”
tool at wycokck.org/COVID-19.

“Rampinguptestingcapacityin
Wyandotte means getting a better 
picture of what we are really dealing 
with,” said Dr. Erin Corriveau, deputy 
medicalofficerfortheUGPHD.“Wefelt
it was a key part of our purpose as a 
local health department to help make 

this happen. More testing for our com-
munity will help us see where and how 
COVID-19 is spreading.”

Torunthenewtestsite,theUGPHD
Emergency Preparedness trailer will 
be stationed in the parking lot next to 
theUGPHDandCityHall.Thetraileris
equipped with the appropriate supplies 
and technology for staff to operate 
outside of the building. Staff will have 
the necessary personal protective 

equipment (PPE) to keep them safe 
while they collect specimens from 
patients for testing.

The reporting tool is available in 
English and Spanish at wycokck.org/
COVID-19.Residentswithoutinternet
access can call 3-1-1 to report their 
symptoms. People with COVID-19 
symptoms can also call their primary 
care provider to report their symptoms 
and be referred for testing. 

REQUESTING FOOD OR 

SHELTER ASSISTANCE
If in need of food, residents can go to 

wycokck.org/COVID-19 and click the Food 
NeedsRequesttab.Answerafewsimple
questions and provide contact info. The 
contact info will not be shared. It will only 
be used to address the request. 

TheUnifiedGovernmentPublicHealth
Dept. is fielding requests and partnering 
withCross-LinesCommunityOutreach,
who will deliver groceries to residents. 
Residentscanalsocall2-1-1torequest
food and request assistance with shelter.

WYCO IS OFFERING 

SMALL BIZ GRANTS
TheWyandotteCountyUG’sEconomic

Development Dept. is now accepting appli-
cations for small business grants for up to 
$5,000onanongoing,rollingbasis.Busi-
nesses can apply at https://us.openforms.
com/Form/fba43612-30f9-4a56-8873-
584488070ac3 or request the app from 
smallbusiness@wycokck.org.

Changes have been made to the small 
business grant for 2020 to help reduce 
financial strain on local businesses as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Changes include: 
Businessesarenotrequiredtoprovide

matching funds / The grant can be used to 
address the following challenges: Capital 
Access; Workforce Capacity; Inventory and 
SupplyShortfalls;FacilityRemediation;
CleanupCosts;Marketing/Businesses
are required to provide proof of income 
lost or inability to meet increased demand 
as a result of the changing market. / All 
documentation is still required, except for 
financial projections.

For info on grant changes or applying, 
contact smallbusiness@wycokck.org or 
call 913-573-5439.

Free Meals for Kids at Many Locations Around KC

During the COVID-19 pandemic kids can pick up 
lunches at a number of locations around the area.

New COVID-19 Testing Site in Wyandotte County

KansasCityBriefs
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 13Wichita

I
f you’ve driven through 
Wichita’s District One, 
you’ve most likely seen her 

work.  Now, you get to meet 
the artist who has turned the 
walks, benches, sidewalks and 
even train overpasses in Wichita 
into beautiful art pieces that tell 
our history and promote our 
culture. 

Meet Ellamonique Baccus, 
a Wichita blessing since 2015.  
While she’s done public instal-
lations outside of Northeast 
Wichita, her community-based 
work includes the huge collec-
tion of art along 9th Street from 
Interstate I-135 to Hillside and 
the 13th Street train overpass. 

Ella – as she’s most often 
referred to – was the artist consultant 
on the 9th Street project, a role that 
gave her creative control over the 
project, plus responsibility for hiring 
contributing artists, being part of the 
design team, working with engineers 
and meeting with members of the 
community to make sure the project 
reflected the culture and history of the 
community. 

The project, which involved 
hundreds of artists and community 
members, took more than two years 
to complete and includes - from west 
to east – the interstate gateway, the 
Kwanzaa Plaza, the Adinkra sidewalk 
panels, the Knowledge Bus Stop and 

the  “Cultivating the Seeds of Our 
Future” mural. 

START IN ART

Originally from Nebraska, she and 
her family, which includes a husband 
and two kids, moved here from 
Chicago in 2015 to get away from the 
city’s dangerous streets. She earned 
a master’s degree in art therapy at 
the Art Institute of Chicago.  Before, 
she completed her bachelor of fine 
arts degree at Bowling Green State 
University in Ohio.  She also studied 
renaissance oil painting at the Atelier 
New Medici in France. 

Ella Baccus: This Public Artist’s Work Tells Our Stories
By Natania Watie
The Community Voice W

ichita State University 
plans to tear down Cessna 
Stadium. The school re-

ceived permission from the Kansas 
Board of Regents on April 15 to 
demolish the 30,000-seat football 
stadium.

WSU ended its football pro-
gram nearly 35 years ago, but the 
stadium regularly hosts the annual 
Kansas State High School Track and 
Field Championships, billed as the 
largest high school track and field 
meet in the country. This year’s 
meet, set for May 29-30, has been 
postponed.

In a report to the regents, WSU 
said “the stadium is in poor condi-
tion” and not compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. The 
school says bringing the stadium 
up to ADA requirements would 
require significant work.

WSU says it spent more than 
$100,000 for immediate safety 
repairs after a 2017 study said 
work was needed on the stadium’s 
steel structure.

WSU wants to spend $1.4 million 
in private funds and restricted fee 
funds on demolition. The stadium 
would be razed in two phases, 
with the east grandstand coming 
down first followed by the west 
grandstand. WSU hopes that will 
allow track activities to continue as 
demolition takes place. No demoli-
tion date is set.

WSU plans to eventually build 
a smaller multi-purpose stadium 

on the site that would be suitable 
for soccer, lacrosse, and track 
and field events. It would be used 
by WSU as well as regional youth 
tournaments.

The regents unanimously ap-
proved the request 9-0 with little 
discussion. 

"We believe demolition is the 
best course of action when and if 
funding sources are identified," 
WSU athletic director Darron 
Boatright said in a statement. "We 
look forward to continuing our re-
lationship with KSHSAA and hosting 
the state track meet as well as track 
and field meets for our program.”

Work on the original stadium 
began in 1941 with funding from 
the Works Progress Administration, 
but was halted in 1942 because of 
World War II.

Dedicated to men and women 
who served in the war, Veterans 
Field was completed for the 1948 
football season, with seating for 
15,000 fans, a press box, conces-
sions stands and locker rooms. 
Cessna Aircraft provided a major 
donation to help with 1969 renova-
tions.

In addition to regular sports, it 
hosted a variety of other events like 
fireworks displays, cricket tourna-
ments organized by international 
students, a Quidditch tournament 
for Harry Potter fans, and concerts 
that included the Rolling Stones and 
The Faces with Rod Stewart.

- KMUW Radio

WSU Plans to Replace Cessna Stadium  

See BACCUS page 14

(Above) Ella Baccus works on street art. 
(Right) Baccus and local artist Janice Thacker 
during 9th Street Art Design opening.



co
m
m
un

ity
vo

ic
ek

s.c
om



into her complicated life and career, 
and takes the viewer on a musical 
journey. It is also sobering to hear 
about her struggles with trauma and 
addiction. 

If Beale Street Could Talk 
(2018) Oscar-winning “Moonlight” 
writer-director Barry Jenkins makes a 
classic love story meets crime drama. 
Gorgeous and moving, it is based on 
the novel by James Baldwin.

Amazing Grace (2018) This soul-
stirring concert doc follows Aretha 
Franklin as she records her best-

selling gospel album in front of a Los 
Angeles church congregation in 1972. 
It’s thrilling to watch this diva at the 
height of her powers. 

ALSO ON HULU 
•AmericanGangster
•Barbershop
•Bessie
•TheBrothers
•ForColoredGirls
•Eve’sBayou
•Hitch
•TheImmortalLifeofHenrietta

Lacks
•MissEvers’Boys
•Precious
•SorrytoBotherYou
•BoomForReal:TheLateTeenage

YearsofJeanMichelBasquiat
•StandingintheShadowsof

Motown
•WhoseStreets?

NETFLIX
20 Feet From Stardom (2013) 

This surprise hit spotlights the most 
successful backup singers in the 
world, who have toured with everyone 
from Luther Vandross to Michael 
Jackson.

What Happened, Miss Simone? 
(2015) Made with the consent of her 
daughter, this doc attempts to make 
sense of singer-pianist Nina Simone’s 
rise in the jazz world alongside do-
mestic abuse by her husband and the 
unraveling of her mental health as she 

grew older.
Chasing Trane: The John 

Coltrane Documentary (2016) Jazz 
legendJohnColtraneisbroughtdown
to earth in this look at his genius and 
the making of his masterpiece “A Love 
Supreme.”

Jewel’s Catch One (2016) This 
Ava DuVernay-backed documentary 
looks at Los Angeles’ once uber-
populardanceclubCatchOne,known
asthe“Studio54oftheWest”inthe
1980s and 1990s.

Mudbound (2017) Singer-actress 
Mary J. Blige flexes her Academy 
Award-nominated dramatic acting 
chops as a wife and mother in this 
WorldWarII-eraepic.

Quincy (2018) A joyride through 
producer Quincy Jones’ long and 
successful career.

The Two Killings of Sam 

Cooke (2019) A true-crime look at 
the life, career and murder of soul 
singerSamCooke,whowroteand
performedtheclassictune“AChange
isGonnaCome.”ANetflixoriginal,
the film brings to light little known 
informationaboutCooke’s1964LA
shooting death at age 33.

The Black Godfather (2019) 
ClarenceAvantisadealmaker,mentor
and successful Hollywood business-
man who, until this documentary, 
gladly operated behind the scenes. 
WithinterviewsfromBarackObama,
BillClinton,HankAaronandSnoop
Dog.

ALSOONNETFLIX
•Ali
•BadBoysII
•DolemiteisMyName
•EddieMurphy:Delirious
•HarlemNights
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PLAYLIST

from page 16

Oil painting was where she thought 
she’d focus as an artist, but she fondly 
recalls it was a friend who influenced 
her to try public art. 

“To me, that was like construction 
work. I didn’t want to be getting dirty; 
I was used to oil paintings – painting 
with oil, you could get cute and 
everything,” said Baccus. 

Her first public art project was in 
Chicago.Sheworkedwith15youthto
create mosaic benches. 

“It was great; the kids were paid 
apprentices and their work got 
displayed,” said Baccus. “It showed 
me how to do art therapy.” 

That’s exactly what she studied at 
the Art Institute – art therapy, which 
means she’s licensed to create art 
and to counsel students in a way to 
bringhealingintotheirlives.While
she was in high school, art proved to 
betherapeuticforher.Eventhen,she
knew that was her purpose. 

InChicago,sheturnedarttherapy
intoabusinesscalledWisdomTree
Arts.  She became a vendor for the 
ChicagoPublicSchoolsandused
public art as a way to help health 
youth.  Along the way, she and the 
students successfully completed 30 
projectsbeforerelocatingtoWichita.
WICHITA GAINS A BLESSING 

WhenshearrivedinWichita,
BaccuswenttoworkforDCCCA,a

behavioral health service and worked 
in child drug prevention.  There, 
shecollaboratedwithCityArts
and helped develop an art therapy 
internshipatWesleyChildren’s
HospitalusingEmporiaState
University art majors. 

Her education and love for public 
art helped her current position as 
executivedirectorforArtsPartners
ofWichita,acomprehensivePreK-
12 arts-in-education organization. 
The program works with more than 
30 visual and performing artists 
who present in-school programs 
that integrate their art forms with 
other areas of the curriculum, such 
as math, science, social studies, 
technology,andhistory.Eachyear
the instructors encounter at least 

20,000 students. 

MORE ART
This summer Baccus has two new 

projects in the works. As part of the 
new baseball stadium development 
indowntownWichita,she’screating
an optical illusions installation.  Her 
lenticular art is to be installed on the 
fence along Sycamore Street. As part 
ofacitywidedecorated“Keeperofthe
Plains”project,Baccusisdesigning
andcompletinga“Keeper”installation
forFairmountPark.Herinstallation
issponsoredbytheWichitaChamber
ofCommerce.

Next up, she’ll begin work on a 
JackieRobinson-inspiredpieceforthe
youth baseball fields near 17th Street 
inMcAdamsPark.

Much of Baccus’ work has been 
aimed at cultivating a better future 
for the next generation, she said, 
“Encouragetheyoungartistsinyour
lives. Teach them to use their creativity 
to solve problems – it will make them 
healthier and happier, and they’ll be 
more successful in the future.”

THANK YOU
A gracious collaborator, Baccus 

asked to acknowledge three great 
local artists who’ve supported her in 
the9thStreetProjectandbeyond.She
thanks:JaniceBurdineThackerfor
showing her 9th Street’s history and 
connectiontoKwanzaa;TinaMorano
for fabricating benches; and Quintis 
Pinkstonforpaintingthepillarsonthe
highway overpass.

BACCUS

from page 13
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Ammons, Cora M., 84, died 
04/11/20. No further details.

Barber, Carlton J., 64, died 
04/05/20.  Service is pending. He is 
survived by: Father; James Barber, 
Children; Paul J. & Carltonia A. Baker, 
Brothers & Sisters; Mark Barber, Sha-
ron Connor, Dwayne Connor, Darrin 
and Dennis Connor, Anthony Preacher.

Champion, Ruth A., 69,died 
04/02/20.  Private service held 
04/10/20. She is survived by: 
Husband; Willie Lee Champion Sr., 
Parents; Jimmy and JoAnn Janrhett, 
Children; Derrick Osborne, Wendy 
King, Johna Ward, Monty Champion, 
Clarissa Watson, Willie Champion, 
Jr., Brother & Sisters; Joyce Lewis, 
Jackie Brooks, Beverly Brooks, Marilyn 
Brooks, Mark Janrhett & Steve Janrhett.  

Corner, Earnest L., 72, died 
04/05/20.  Private service held 
04/11/20.  He is survived by: Wife Ida 
C. Corner, Children; Anthony Graham, 
Gwendolyn Kellogg, Rev. Kevin 
Graham, Louise Frazier, Brothers & 
Sisters; Maryann Griesse, Jerry Corner, 
Rosetta Wills.

Edwards, Vincent L., 40 died 
04/02/20.  Service pending. He is sur-
vived by: Parents; Curtis Jr. and Vinita 
L. Edwards. Sister; Carrie Edwards, 
Brothers; Vernon L. Pyles, Curtis 
Edwards III & Demario Baldwin, Best 
Friend; Leigh Ann Lawrie.

Garrett, Marvin E., 69, died 
04/07/20.  Private service will be held 

Harris, Berry T., 90, died 04/06/20.  
Private service held 04/14/20  He is 
survived by: Brother; Freddy Colbert.

James, Gary L., 51, died 04/09/20. 
No further details.

Lewis, Keith, 60, died 04/05/20.  
Service is pending. He is survived by: 
Wife; Wanda Williams-Lewis, Mother; 
Mary Maloney, Brother; Kenneth 
Maloney.

Shepard, Betty J., 91, died 
04/07/20. Service  is pending. She is 
survived by: Children; Edward Tucker, 
Pat Tucker, Sister: Maryloo 

Tucker Sr., Calvin, 68, died 
04/09/20.  No further details.

Esparza Sr., Pedro, 76, died 
04/04/20. Private family service held 
04/08/20.

Jackson, “Baby” Aaliyah M., new-
born, died 04/03/20.  Private service 
was held 04/10/20.

Smith Sr., Antwain, 47, died 
03/30/20. Private service held 
04/06/20.

Benson II, Freddie R.,  37, died 
03/31/20. Private service held 
04/11/20

Daniels, Clarence W., 94, died 
03/29/20.  No further details. 

Owens, Martina, 22, died 
04/01/20/.  Private service held 
04/11/20.

Smith Jr., Deondra, 25, died 
04/04/20. Service to be held later.

Taylor, Jerome, 60, died 04/01/20.  
Service to be held later.

Banks, Curtis W., 95, died 
04/08/20. No further details.

Randall W. Marler, 62, died 
04/05/20. There will be no service.

Block, Herman L., 90, died 
03/29/20. Private service held.

Hall, Earlene (Griffin), 91, died 
04/06/20. Private service held.

Herviey, Iola M., (Robinson), 93, 
died 04/05/20. Private service held.

Hunter, Leslie H., 77, died 
03/27/20. Private service held.

Johnson, Raymond, 78, died 
04/02/20. Private service held.

McLemore, Ray E., 83, died 
04/03/20.  Private service held.

McNeal, Johnny, 86, died 04/08/20. 
Private service held.

Reynolds, Charlotte M., (Andrew), 
66, died 04/02/20. Private service held.

Smith, Jr., Joseph F., 33, died 
03/29/20. No service details.

Wicklander, Sandra E. (Makinen), 
73, died 04/03/20. Private service 
held.

Williams, Laura B. (Boggans), 82, 
died 04/06/20. Private service held.

Wright, Margerita, 61, died 
04/01/20. Private service held.

Camp, Evelyn M., 89, died 
04/01/20.  Graveside service held 
04/08/20. 

Moore, Vanzo, 89, died 04/06/20. 
Graveside service held 04/13/20.

Morale, Lloyd “Tt,” 80, died 
04/04/20. No further details.

Owens Sr., Frank L., N/A, died 
04/07/20.  Graveside service held 
04/09/20. 

Pennington Sr., Edward H., 93, 
died 04/05/20. No further details.

Butler, Pastor Buford, 94, died 
04/10/20.  Service is pending.

Perry, Robert L., 64, died 04/05/20. 
Service is pending.

Pettus, Dochia L., 81, died 
04/05/20. Graveside service held 
04/09/20.

Reddic, Bertha M., 75, died 
03/30/20.  No further details.

Turner, Eunice B., 72, died 
04/02/20. Graveside service held 
04/09/20. 

Scott, Charles E., 87, died 
04/05/20. Graveside service held 
04/13/20.

Smith, Rose, 91, died 03/30/20. No 
further details.

Smith, Willie A., 67, died 04/04/20.  
Service will be held at 2 p.m. on 
04/18/20 at Duane E. Harvey Funeral 
Directors Chapel.

Stovall, Shon D., 60, died 
03/29/20. Graveside service held 
04/06/20. 

Lane, Mary L.,  81, died 04/03/20. 
Private disposition held 04/09/20.  

Logan, Helen E., 85, died 
03/28/20.  Service was held 04/10/20. 

Minor, Keetou L., 43, died 
03/24/20. Graveside service held 
04/01/20. 

Tolefree, Barbara J., 87, died 
04/09/20. Private graveside service 
will be held on 04/17/20.

Jackson
Mortuary

Wichita

Thatcher Funeral
Kansas City

Central Avenue

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Old Mission

Wichita
Lawrence A. Jones         

& Sons 
Kansas City

Duane E. Harvey

KCMO

R J Bethea

Wichita

E. S. Eley & Sons

KCMO

Full Time Maintenance 

Worker 

The City of Overland Park 

has full-time Maintenance 

Worker positions available in

Street Maintenance. 

To apply, go to www.opkan-

sas.org . EO/M/F/D/V

D
onna Stewart, publisher 
of the Kansas City Call 
newspaper, died April 

11 at age 65. She had been 
with the newspaper since May 
1977.  She started writing for 
the newspaper after graduating 
from Lincoln University in Jef-
ferson City, MO. 

During those years she 
worked with the Call’s long-
time publisher Lucille Bluford.  

According to the newspaper’s 
history, Stewart helped take 
care of Bluford and and took 
over the paper after Bluford’s 
death. 

In 2019, The Call, located at 
18th and Woodland, celebrated 
its 100th anniversary. In De-
cember, Stewart’s work slowed 
down after she became ill, She 
was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer.

Due to COVID-19 orders, a 
private burial is expected to be 
held.   

Watkins Heritage Chapel will 
handle the service. A public 
memorial service may be held 
once the coronavirus crisis 
ends. 

Eric Wesson, a longtime 
columnist with The Call, said 
Stewart told him to keep the 
newspaper going.

Donna Stewart - Publisher of KC ‘The Call’ - Dies at the Age of 65
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 12th Annual 

2019 1st Place Winners
Patricia McCullough (L) 

 Danielle Stegall (R)

2019 Peoples Choice 
Award Winner 

Larissa Sooter(L)
Jessica Sooter (R) 

Entry 

deadline 

May 1 

5 p.m.

 Loads of great prizes  

ContestMother/
Daughte

r

Look
-A-Like

Must Enter online @ 

click services tab: 

submissions

Fill out the form & 

upload your photo

communityvoiceks.com 

W
ith the latest announcement 
that our stay-at-home days 
have been extended once 

again, we decided to take 
a more determined look at 
available streaming content, 
since we’ve already caught up 
on all of our DVR’d content.  
In addition to new content 
on Netflix, Hulu, and Prime 
Video, consider checking out 
some older material you may 
have missed, or loved so much 
you would want to enjoy them 
again.   

We did a little digging, 
and here’s a list of movies 
that should keep you busily 
quarantined until fall -  even 
though we hope this at-home-
all-the-time life doesn’t last 
quite that long.  

HULU

Grace Jones Blood-

light and Bami (2018) 
A 1990s pop culture icon 
whose personal background 
has been little known until 

recently, Grace Jones’ story provides 
an up-close look at the larger-than-life 
model and dancer. 

Lemon (2017) Janicza Bravo’s 

first feature film was one of the 
most talked-about films at the 2017 
Sundance Film Festival. It’s a dark 

comedy about a 
man’s troubling 
unraveling. 
It won’t be 
everyone’s cup 
of tea, but if you 
want something 
original and 
daring, this has 
both.

Brian Banks 
(2018) Based 
on a true story. 
With an offer to 

play for USC in hand, Banks’ life 
is derailed when he is convicted 
of a crime he didn’t commit. 
With a solid cast including Aldis 
Hodge and Greg Kinnear, it’s a 
heart-wrenching look at the need 
for criminal justice reform in 
America.

Whitney (2018) This look at 
the life of Whitney Houston delves 

Put These Great Movies on Your Quarantine Playlist

See PLAYLIST page 14


