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   Kansas College
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Out Yet
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• Maya Rockeymoore Cummings 
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• Almost All KS Tap Water Is Too 
Contaminated to Drink, Group Says
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23Nov. 

 30
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Saturday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. • 250 W. Douglas



‘REAL HOUSEWIVES OF 
POTOMAC’ STAR MONIQUE 
SAMUELS FILES ASSAULT 

CHARGES AGAINST 
CO-STAR CANDIACE DILLARD

Monique Samuels of the Real Housewives of 
Potomac is firing back at her co-star Candiace 
Dillard, who recently accused her of second-
degree assault.

According to a summons obtained by People, 
the District Court of Montgomery County in 

Maryland confirms 
that Samuels has now 
slapped Dillard with the 
same charge of second-
degree assault.

Samuels’ attorney, 
A. Scott Bolden, spoke 
with Page Six about his 
client’s decision, ex-
plaining that they “had 
no choice” other than 
to pursue legal action of 
their own — a decision 
he claimed Samuels 
was trying to avoid by 
attempting to make 
amends prior to filing.

“At this point in our investigation, we had no 
choice but to file this criminal summons case af-
ter several attempts to mediate this situation with 

Dillard were rejected by herself and her team,” 
he said in a statement.

Samuels, 36, and Dillard, 32, allegedly got into 
a physical altercation at a dinner party on Oct. 16 
while the Real Housewives of Potomac cameras 
were rolling. An insider claimed that Samuels 
pulled Dillard down by her hair during the brawl.

Samuels’ attorney reiterated his previous 
stance by saying his client “was assaulted by 
someone known for her aggressive, threatening 
and belligerent conduct.” 

A trial date is set for Dec. 23.

LIZZO HIT WITH DEFAMATION 
LAWSUIT AFTER ACCUSING 
POSTMATES COURIER OF 

STEALING HER FOOD
Lizzo has been slapped with a defamation 

lawsuit from the Postmates courier she falsely 
accused on Twitter of stealing her food.

In a since-deleted tweet posted in September, 
the singer wrote: “Hey @Postmates this girl Tiffany 
W. stole my food. she lucky I don’t fight no more.”

Her post included the driver’s first name and 
photo, and Lizzo’s fans wasted no time tracking 
down Tiffany Wells on social media and harass-
ing her. Wells is now suing the “Truth Hurts” 
singer for defamation.

According to the lawsuit obtained by 
Pitchfork, Wells claims she was forced to 
quit her Postmates job because of Lizzo, and 
she also received threats.  

BET PRESENT 2019 SOUL 
TRAIN AWARDS 

The awards show aired Nov. 17 and celebrated 
the best and brightest stars across R&B, Gospel, 
Adult Urban Contemporary and Soul by highlight-
ing both living legends and breakout stars with 
unrivaled musical moments and show-stopping 
performances.

Duo Tisha Campbell and Tichina Arnold made 
an incredible entrance with a show-stopping 
opening musical compilation filled with comedy, 
nostalgia and soul.

Chris Brown ft. Drake dominated in three cate-
gories including Song of the Year, Best Dance Per-
formance and Best Collaboration Performance. 
Lizzo followed closely claiming Video of the Year 
for “Juice” and Album/Mixtape of the Year for 
“Cuz I Love You.” Cardi B received the Rhythm & 
Bars (formerly the Best Hip-Hop Song of the Year 
Award) for “Money,” H.E.R was recognized for 

Best R&B/Soul Female Artist and Khalid received 
the honor of Best R&B/Soul Male Artist. Beyonce 
won the Ashford and Simpson Songwriter’s award, 
for her songwriting and vocals for “Brown Skin 

Girl,” which has received tremendous praise and 
also marks her daughter Blue Ivy Carter’s first 
songwriting credit.

Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis, were honored  
with the Legends Award and a performance high-
lighting the diversity and range of their top hits 
from dance songs to ballads, with performances 
by Boyz II Men and Stokely.

After graciously accepting the Lady of Soul 
Award, Yolanda Adams brought down the house 
with a passionate compilation of her chart-top-
ping hits, bringing the Orleans Arena to its feet.
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M
ore than 450 inmates in 
Oklahoma were released 
earlier this month after a law 

signed this year retroactively reduced 
the sentences for individuals who 
committed low-level crimes.

Last year, Oklahoma edged out Loui-
siana for the dubious honor of being 
the “world’s prison capital”— locking 
up a higher proportion of its residents 
than any other state or country. Egged 
on by that “honor,” lawmakers and 
businesspeople from both parties took 
up the cause of reforming their state’s 
criminal justice system. 

Oklahoma’s prison chief has called 
for major changes to sentencing laws. 
Recently elected Republican Gov. 
Kevin Stitt campaigned on a promise 

to reduce the prison population. 
“Right now, we’re incarcerating 

people we’re mad at. We’re not really 
afraid of them,” he told the Associated 
Press during his campaign. 

In 2016, referendums passed 
in Oklahoma made simple drug 
possession a misdemeanor instead 
of a felony and raised the threshold 
of felony property crimes – includ-
ing theft, vandalism, shoplifting and 
robbery – up to $1,000. Earlier this 
year, Stitt signed a law that would 
apply these changes retroactively for 
current inmates.

Instead of automatically convert-
ing convictions to misdemeanors 
or granting release outright, the bill 
made people like Rawls eligible for 

fast-tracked commutations, or 
sentence reductions from the 
executive branch. Tradition-
ally, commutation in Oklahoma 
requires a two-stage application 
process, including an in-person 
hearing before the Pardon and 
Parole Board, where pros-
ecutors, law enforcement, and 
victims are allowed to protest 
release.

Of the 814 people in prison 
for eligible nonviolent drug of-
fenses, the parole board recom-
mended 527 for commutation at 
a special meeting last Friday. The 
remaining 287 individuals, who 
were not recommended for reasons 
like behavioral infractions or protests 
from prosecutors, may still apply for 
commutation via the standard, drawn-
out process, but their approval is not 
guaranteed. 

Stitt approved all 527 recommen-
dations, although 65 people remain 

behind bars on additional charges.
The Oklahoma Pardon and Parole 

Board approved the commutation 
of 462 inmates unanimously, and on 
Friday, Gov. Kevin Stitt’s office has 
processed the recommendations for 
final approval. It is the largest mass 
commutation – or reduction of a 

sentencing – in U.S. history. President 
Barack Obama released 330 federal 
prisoners on his last day of office.

November’s 462-person release 
reduced the prison population by 1.7 
percent — enough to allow Oklahoma 
to shed its title as the most incarcer-
ated state in the nation.
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S
o far, 17 Democrats and six 
Republicans have officially 
filed to run for the late Elijah 

Cumming’s 7th Congressional seat 
in Maryland.  Among the latest 
to file were former Congress-
man and NAACP President Kweisi 
Mfume, State Senator Jill Carter 
and Republican activist Kimberly 
Klacik.  

They join a crowded race, that’s 
likely to get larger. 

Among the Democratic candi-
dates is Cummings' widow, Maya 
Rockeymoore Cummings, and 
Maryland House Whip, Talmadge 
Branch.

Mfume served five-terms as 
Congressman from Maryland's 
7th District, from congressional 
district, serving  from January 
1987 to February 1996 when he 
stepped down to accept the presi-

dency 
of the 
NAACP.  
He 
served 
there 
until he 
stepped 
down in 
2004. 

Rock-
ey-
moore 
Cummings, 48, says Cummings 
told her he wanted her to succeed 
him if he died.  A political opera-
tive and public policy consultant, 
she has resigned as chair of the 
Maryland Democratic Party in 
anticipation of her run.  Rock-
eymoore Cummings is a public 
policy consultant who founded the 
Washington consulting firm Global 

Policy Solutions LLC.  
Elijah Cummings died at age 

68, on Oct. 17 following com-
plications from long-term health 
challenges.

The special primary for the 
congressional seat is Feb. 4. The 
special election is on April 28. 
The winner will fill the rest of the 
congressman’s term, until Jan. 
2021.

Why Did Oklahoma Have the One-Day Largest Commutation in U.S. History?

So far, 23 Candidates Are 
Running for Cummings’ Seat  

Rockeymoore-
Cummings

Mfume

•Untilitreleased462inmatesononeday,Oklahomahad
thedubioushonorofbeingtheworld’sprisoncapital,lock-

ingupahigherproportionofitsresidentsthananyother
stateorcountry.  

Great Plains Correctional Facility in Hinton, OK.  



T
he South Carolina Baptist 
Convention's 199th An-
nual Meeting has made 

history by 
electing its first 
African-American 
president on Nov. 
12. Alex Sands, 
pastor of King-
dom Life Church 
in Simpsonville, 
S.C., was named 
president-elect. 
The president-
elect automati-
cally becomes 
president following a year of 
service, so he will preside starting 
with the 200th annual meeting 
next year.

Following Sands' election, 
current SCBC President Bryant 
Sims said, "After slavery ended, 

virtually every African American 
left the balconies of our churches 
to form their own churches and 

conventions. 
Our track 
record on the 
race issue over 
the next 100 or 
so years was 
not great, to say 
the least, but 
today ... today, 
we've elected 
my brother, 
Alex Sands, and 
I could not be 

more thrilled.”
"Everyone who knows him, 

knows him to be a man who's 
faithful to his Savior and lives that 
faith every day," said Pastor Mar-
shall Blalock, a past president of 
the state convention.

SC Baptists Elect 
First Black President 

Sands
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F
ollowing the 2018 heatstroke 
death of a 19-year-old football 
player on the first day of practice 

at Garden City Community College, a 
scathing report from an independent 
investigation places blame on “a 
striking lack of leadership.” 

Braeden Bradforth, a 315-pound 
defensive lineman from Neptune, N. 
J., was found unconscious in an alley 
outside his dormitory after practice 
on Aug. 1, 2018, and died about 90 
minutes later at a hospital.

A serious lack of oversight set off a 
series of events that led to his death, 
says the 44-page report, whose in-
vestigators included sports medicine 
specialists Walters, Inc.

According to the report, school 
staff failed to assess athletes prior to 
the conditioning test and paid little 
attention to assessing Bradforth’s per-
sonal level of fitness.  In particular, 
coaching staff didn’t consider if he 
had properly acclimatized to working 
out in summer temperatures at a 
higher altitude and 9% less oxygen 
than his home in New Jersey.

LACK OF LEADERSHIP

Investigators said there was a strik-
ing lack of leadership by the college’s 
then President Herbert Swender, 
Athletic Director John Green, then-
Head Football Coach Jeff Sims and 
Head Athletic Trainer T.J. Horton in 
the months leading up to Bradforth’s 
death.

Vice President of Student Services 
Colin Lamb described a “toxic cul-
ture” at the college, and several wit-
nesses said the campus atmosphere 
was “one of dysfunction with little 
regard for best practices or appropri-
ate procedures.”

Investigators wrote that the college 
– the 2016 NJCAA National Football 
Champion – was not sufficiently pre-
pared to ensure safety at practice or 
to deal with exertional heat illness. 

“Conditioning related fatalities 
are preventable,” the report con-
cluded. “Institutions should establish 
standards for workout design, hold 
coaches accountable, plan for and 

ensure compliance with sound poli-
cies and empower athletic health care 
providers with authority over medical 
decisions.”

NO COMMENTS, YES COMMENTS

The college declined to comment, 
instead referring to a news release 
on recent changes. Those include 
hiring a conditioning coach and third 
athletic trainer, as well as developing 
protocol for recognizing and treating 
heat-related illness.

The college said it is “hopeful 
that the report will serve to answer 
any questions that still remain for 
Braeden’s family and continues to 
extend condolences following the 
tragedy.”

Bradforth’s mother, JoAnne Atkins-
Ingram, said she is thankful for the 
report, but said she was disgusted by 
some of the findings.

“It showed the level of insensitivity, 
and to me I feel like they dropped the 
ball from the moment they picked up 
my son from the airport,” Atkins-
Ingram said. “They stopped treating 
him like he was a human the moment 
he wandered off that football field.”

An attorney for Bradforth’s mother 
said that the family plans to sue the 
college, unless the school wants to 
discuss a settlement. Jill Greene, 
the mother’s attorney in New Jersey, 
called the report “our ammunition.” 

TIMELINE

The report’s timeline detailed the 
73 minutes that passed from the mo-
ment Bradforth left the stadium to his 
arrival at the hospital.

When treatment is administered 
within 30 minutes of the detection of 
heat illness, exertional heat stroke 
death can be averted, the report said. 
That treatment includes the rapid 
cooling by immersing the victim in 
cold water.

His mother said she still doesn’t 
understand how nobody knew to 
call 911 immediately. Teammates 
found Bradforth collapsed in an 
alley, alerted the assistant coach who 
called the head coach who called the 
athletic trainer who called 911 after 
getting to the scene.

“I found out how Braeden died, I 
found out where he died,” she said. 

Answers in Braeden’s Death: Lack of Leadership at Garden City CC
By Roxana Hegeman
Associated Press

“He didn’t have to die — that is 
the thing. This was completely 
preventable.”

CONSEQUENCES?

The then-president of Garden 
City Community College, Herbert 
Swender, was actually ousted from 
his job a week after Bradforth’s 
death, but for other reasons. 

He was fired due to a faculty 
senate report on “grievances from 
more than 20 faculty members … 
alleged instances of his bullying, 
intimidating and sexually harass-
ing employees, covering up sexual 
harassment or other issues in the 
athletic department, and retaliat-
ing against those that crossed him, 
among other issues,” The Garden 
City Telegram reported. Current 
and former employees filed a law-
suit against him in Jan. 2019.

Swender was replaced by GCCC 
Vice President for Instruction and 
Student Services Ryan Ruda as interim 
college president. Ruda was lead-
ing the school at the time the school 
continued to cover up the reasons 
for Bradforth’s death and issued an 
internal review that found no fault with 
its employees or protocols. Ruda has 
since been named permanent GCCC 
president.

As for Head Coach Jeff Sims, he left 
GCCC in Dec. 2018 to take the head 
coaching job at Missouri Southern 
State University, a four-year NCAA Divi-
sion II college in Joplin. He’s remained 
fairly close-mouthed about Bradforth, 
except for a brief comment to KCUR 
radio a year after Bradforth’s death.

“It’s unfortunate what happened, 
but God has a plan," Sims told KCUR. 
"We’ve had two investigations, and 
everybody knows what happened 

that day. It didn’t happen at football 
practice; it happened after football 
practice.” 

U.S. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.-R) has 
introduced legislation in Congress to 
save other young athletes, The Garden 
City Telegram reports. “It is my 
hope that through the enactment of a 
Braeden’s Commission we will identify 
best practices for the prevention, rec-
ognition and treatment of exertional 
heatstroke,” Smith said.

W
ill Topeka Mayor Michelle 
De La Isla make a run for 
Congress? 

No Democrats are currently running 
against 2nd House District incumbent 
Republican Steve Watkins, and party 
reps have been encouraging De La 
Isla, she told the Topeka Capital-
Journal.

“I have been pretty resolute on my 
‘no,’ ” De La Isla told the newspaper. 
“My solid ‘no’ ... has transitioned to ‘let 
me look into it.’ ”

Lawrence resident Abbie Hodgson 
had been campaigning for the office, 
but withdrew last month due to insuf-
ficient funding, according to news 
reports.

De La Isla, 43, has been mayor of 
Topeka since 2018, and is the first 
Latina elected to the office. She has 

served on the 
city council 
since 2013. 
She is also 
a diversity 
and inclusion 
representative 
at Evergy. Born 
in New York 
and raised in 
Puerto Rico, 
she moved 
to Wichita in 
2000 as a student and graduated from 
Wichita State University in 2001. She 
was previously an executive director 
of Topeka Habitat for Humanity, and 
has also traveled the country teaching 
financial literacy to women. 

Running for Congress wouldn’t 
require her to leave her post as mayor, 

she said.
The 2nd District seat 

was vacated by Rep. 
Lynn Jenkins in 2018, 
and Steve Watkins won 
the seat in a campaign 
against Democrat Paul 
Davis, former minority 
leader in the Kansas 
House of Representa-
tives. Though Watkins 
hasn’t filed for the 2020 
election, the Capital-

Journal reports he intends to.
Watkins already has a competi-

tor in the Republican primary.  Jake 
LaTurner, currently state treasurer, 
entered the race after ending a bid for 
U.S. Senate. The winner of that primary 
will possibly face De La Isla or another 
a Democrat in November.

Topeka Mayor Mulls Race for Congress

De La Isla



Mother of Bradforth a 19 year old Garden City Community College football 
player feels his death was “completely preventable.”





T
he water coming out of your 
tap might meet legal standards, 
but that doesn’t mean that it’s 

safe to drink — at least according 
to the Environmental Working Group 
(EWG), an environmental advocacy 
nonprofit.

EWG found that nearly all of the 870 
water utilities in Kansas, serving 2.8 
million people, tested for at least one 
contaminant above what it considers 
safe. It used testing data submitted to 
the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment and the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

Generally, the number of contami-
nants that EWG considers safe is much 
lower than federal EPA standards. EWG 
says it bases its limits on independent 
scientific research and public health 
goals set by the California Office of En-
vironmental Health Hazard Assessment.

At EWG.org, you can enter your ZIP 
code and see a chart of contaminants 
in your area’s water, their amounts, 
how “legal vs. safe” levels compare, 
and what water filtration system you’d 
need to process them out.

OLD REGULATIONS

EWG senior scientist Tasha Stoiber 

said more than half of the contami-
nants detected in U.S. tap water aren’t 
regulated by the federal government, 
things like PFAS (a so-called forever 
chemical that can accumulate in 
the body and lead to cancer) and 
cyanotoxins found in harmful algae 
blooms. Plus, she said, contaminants 
that are tracked haven’t been updated 
in 20 years.

The science that details health 
impacts of contaminants in drinking 
water has moved forward during the 
past two decades, but experts say the 
political environment has made it 
difficult to get some policies passed, 
especially at the EPA.

As an example, trihalomethanes, 
which are in disinfectants used in 
water treatment processes.  Studies 
have shown they increase the risk 
of bladder cancer and pregnancy 
problems.

Then there’s nitrate, present in 
chemical fertilizers and often a prob-
lem in water sources where there’s 
lots of agricultural production. 

In Kansas, 791 utilities reported 
tests with total trihalomethane levels 
above EWG’s health guidelines (0.15 
parts per billion, or ppb), which 
represents a one-in-1 million lifetime 
cancer risk level. The federal guide-

lines, allowing for 80 ppb, were es-
tablished in 1998; 22 Kansas utilities 
tested above the current federal limit.

CITY EXAMPLES

WICHITA has the largest water util-
ity in Kansas, serving 388,400 people. 
It’s a good example for comparing 
legal limits to EWG’s safe limits. Out of 
24 contaminants detected, 12 exceed 
EGW guidelines.

For trihalomethanes, Wichita has 
189 times the EWG safe limit – but 
65% less than what is still considered 
“safe” by federal standards, and is just 
less than the national average. Nitrate 
levels are 4.5 times EWG guidelines, 
but 95% less than federal standards 

and 30% less than the national 
average. For arsenic, a well-known 
poison, Wichita has 292 times the 
EWG safe limit – but 90% less than 
federal standards, though double the 
national average.

In KANSAS CITY, KAN., serving 
almost 150,000 people, 15 contami-
nants were detected with 5 exceeding 
EWG guidelines. Trihalomethanes 
are 224 times the EWG safe limit 
– but almost 60% less than what is 
legally “safe,” and is just more than 
the national average. For nitrates, 
from fertilizers, KCK has 18 times the 
EWG safe limit – but 75% less than 
federal standards, though 2.5 times 
the national average.

OLATHE’S trihalomethanes level is 
288 times the EWG limit, its nitrate 
level is 4.5 times the EWG limit, and 
its arsenic level is 400 times the 
EWG limit. 

TOPEKA’S trihalomethanes 
are 330 times the EWG limit, and 
nitrates 11 times the limit. 

Check your area’s levels at EWG.
org.

Generally speaking, most water 
utilities in the state of Kansas meet 
federal safety standards. 

Dealing with the issue is a balanc-
ing act. For instance, if the source 
water is of poor quality to begin 

with, more disinfectant is used in wa-
ter treatment. The more disinfectant 
that’s used, the more likely a utility is 
to exceed the legal and safe levels of 
trihalomethanes. 

Most of the worst offenders — with 
contaminant levels higher than the 
legal limits — are smaller rural water 
providers that can’t afford new treat-
ment technology.

As for larger areas, Wichita, for 
example, has been juggling contract 
bidding for a new water treatment 
plant. It’s expected to cost about $500 
million.

Glen Sharp, with The Community 
Voice, contributed to this story.  
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By Brian Grimmett
Kansas News Service

T
o help veterans who have gotten 
on the wrong side of the legal 
system after coming home, 44 

state attorneys general have sent a 
letter to Congress urging passage of 
the Veteran Treatment Court Coordi-
nation Act.

“We have seen too many cases in 

our courts where veterans commit a 
criminal offense, often minor or non-
violent, which can be attributed in part 
to a service or combat related injury, 
mental health problem or substance 
abuse,” the attorneys general wrote in 
the letter. 

Veteran treatment courts are di-

versionary court processes, similar to 
drug and mental health courts, used 
for minor, non-violent offenses. These 
courts pair veterans with mentors to 
address substance abuse and mental 
health issues and assist veterans with 
obtaining U.S. Veterans Administra-
tion benefits that can help them with 
treatment and employment.

The bipartisan legislation has 
passed the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives and awaits consideration in 
the U.S. Senate. It would establish 
a Veteran Treatment Court Program 
in the U.S. Department of Justice to 
provide grants and technical assis-
tance to state, local and tribal courts 
that implement Veterans Treatment 
Courts.

Kansas Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt signed the letter advocating 
the courts. 

Missouri Attorney General Eric 
Schmitt did not sign the letter, but the 

Missouri Legislature passed a bill in 
May that requires each of the state’s 
circuit courts to establish a treatment 
court division before Aug. 28, 2021. 
Courts will include veteran treatment 
courts plus adult treatment courts, 
DWI courts, family treatment courts 
and juvenile treatment courts. 

Kansas City, Mo., recently 
celebrated 10 years of its veteran 
treatment court, run in cooperation 
with the KC VA Hospital. For more 
info, visit www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/de-
partments/municipal-court/probation-
and-problem-solving-courts/veterans-
treatment-court.

The first veteran treatment court 
in Kansas was launched in Johnson 
County in 2016, and it is still the only 
one in the state. 

More than 3.3 million Americans 
have voluntarily served in the armed 
forces since Sept. 11, 2001, the at-
torneys general say. 

Veterans account for 8% of U.S. 
prison inmates, CBS News reported 
last year, and there are at least 86 
prisons and jails with designated 
veterans' housing. 

“Sadly, in many cases, veterans 
are not properly identified, and they 
become lost in the criminal justice 
system without the necessary help, 
medical treatment, and therapy they 
are entitled to or deserve,” the at-
torneys general letter continued. “This 
encourages a cycle of recidivism, 
hopelessness, non-recovery, and 
sometimes, serious injury or death. 
Throughout the country, Veterans 
Treatment Courts have emerged as a 
vital tool to break this cycle.”

Veteran treatment courts now 
number more than 450 in 40 states 
and territories. A copy of the letter is 
available at https://bit.ly/2rFhmKb.  

Glen Sharp, with The Community 

Voice, contributed to this story. 

Veteran Treatment Courts Find Support From State AGs

Almost All KS Tap Water Is Too Contaminated, Group Says





The courts take into account challenges faced by returning veterans.

Safe limits and federal limits for water contaminants differ greatly, group says.



Melissa Robinson. 
The Central City Economic 

Development Sales Tax board 
backed their project unanimously 
and their project whizzed favorably 
through the city council.  They were 
approved for a $1 million grant.

With the traditional requirement 
of 20% down on a $3.5 million 
project, the McCanns could need 
$700,000 to secure financing for 
the project.  “It’s requirements 
like that that keep businesses from 
building in the urban core,” says 
Myron. 

The sales tax funds, he says, will 
help close those gaps and some of 
the requirements that keep people 

from building here,” he said. 
Construction on the project is 

expected to begin in first quarter 
2020, with project completion in 
September 2020. 

Kansas City Mayor Quinton Lucas 
calls the project the perfect example 
of a public-private partnership in a 
part of town that’s often ignored. 

“I grew up here … you don’t see 
a lot of stuff happen on Prospect 
all the time, and you particularly 
don’t see a lot of stuff happen on 
Prospect where you have two Black 
business owners who are part of 
it,” Lucas said at the groundbreak-
ing.  “And I’m excited that we get a 
chance to celebrate that.”
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Retired Sgt. 1st Class Brian Coleman was 
honored at the Veteran’s Coming Home Salute 
and Awards Banquet 
sponsored by Public 
Broadcasting Station 
KPTS, Wichita. The 
awards honor veterans 
from Central Kansas 
who served their coun-
try and are making a 
difference in their community. Coleman works 
with the National Veteran’s Service as a pre-
discharge claims representative where he helps 
veterans get their benefits.  He also serves as 
Commander of VFW Post 8773 in Junction City.  

Anthony Slaughter has been hired as the 
Workforce Director at Edgemoor Infrastructure 
& Real Estate and Clark | Weitz | Clarkson, the 
team working on the 
new KCI Terminal 
project.  In this posi-
tion, he will lead the 
Terminal Workforce 
Training Program, 
a component of the 
Edgemoor Team’s 
Terminal Workforce 
Enhancement Programs and their promise to 
deliver programs and services that support the 
growth and development of small businesses 
and create new job opportunities for Kansas 
City residents. 
 
Tiara Floyd, a senior in African-American 
studies, is the recipient of the 29th Annual 
Excellence in com-
munity, Education and 
Leadership Award at 
the University of Kan-
sas.  Honorees were 
selected on the basis 
of leadership, effective 
communication skills, 
involvement at KU and 
in the Lawrence community, academic scholar-
ship and their ability to work with a variety of 
students and organizations.  Floyd, who is  from 
Junction City, is the 2019-’20 KU student body 
president, a member of Zeta Phi Beta sorority 
and Black Student Union. 

I
n 2017, Kansas City voters took 
a bold step to spark redevelop-
ment along the Prospect Avenue 

corridor; they approved a new 
1/8th-cent sales tax designated to 
support economic development in 
the area.  The recent groundbreak-
ing for KD Academy, a 24-hour 
childcare facility to be built near 
21st and Prospect, is the fruition of 
that vision. 

KD Academy will be the new 
expanded home for the Kiddie 
Depot, currently located at 34th 
and Woodland.  Co-owners Penny 
and Myron McCann have been 
operating Kiddie Depot since 2012.  
Their first facility was a house-
based childcare facility they opened 
in 2005 and still operate. 

What’s particularly unique about 
the McCanns’ daycare is that it’s 
the only 24-hour, 7-day-a-week, 
daycare facility in the Kansas City 
area. 

“We hear there’s a daycare in 
Olathe licensed to operate 24/7,” 
said Myron, “But they’re not oper-
ating that way.” 

The McCanns didn’t have an 
“always open” model in mind when 
they opened their commercial 
location at 34th and Woodland.  
Their initial hours were a more 
traditional 6 a.m. – 6 p.m., but they 
began expanding their hours in 
response to demand.   

“When we started looking at 
what it would take to do it, we saw 
what those numbers would do for 
us, and we added a second shift,” 
said Myron.  

From the second shift, the 
demand grew for a third, and pretty 
soon they were a 24/7 operation.  
The parents of their kids are factory 
workers, casino employees, first 
responders, service-industry work-
ers and hospital and health-care 
professionals. 

In addition to serving parents 

who work non-traditional hours, 
60% of their children receive state 
subsidy to help cover the cost of 

their care. 
It was this business-model 

-- that provided so much for the 
community -- that caught the atten-
tion of the Central City Economic 
Development Sales Tax Board.  The 
board’s members are responsible 
for reviewing and recommend-
ing proposals that will use the tax 
receipts for economic development 
in the area bounded by Ninth Street 
on the north, Gregory Boulevard 
on the south, the Paseo on the west 
and Indiana Avenue on the east.

This tax, which will run for 10 
years, is expected to generate about 
$10 million annually. The priority 
for funding is commercial/indus-
trial and residential development 
projects.  While some funds might 
go to large-scale projects, smaller 
projects were not to be ignored.  
They are looking for small projects 
that together with other develop-
ments, can have a growing impact 
on the community. 

The McCanns’ project, at $3.5 
million, may be large to some, but 
it’s relatively small in relation to the 
overall development area. 

Their proposal met two other 
priority goals of the board; their 
new 14,000 sq.-ft. facility replaces 
currently blighted property and 
creates jobs.  At their new location, 
the McCanns will go from handling 
125 children every 24 hours to 400 
children every 24 hours, which will 
require additional staff.  At capacity, 
the couple anticipates their staff 
will grow from 22.5 at their current 
locations to 60 at KD Academy. 

 “When you think about KD 
Academy, and the quality care that 
they provide and the early learning 
opportunities that they provide for 
working people … childcare is a 
critical barrier to economic mobil-
ity.  So to have this resource in the 
community, it’s a game-changer,” 
said Third District Councilwoman-

New Child Care Center to Receive $1 million Sales Tax Grant On the Move

Send us Your On the Move 
Announcements  

We welcome news about promotions, retire-
ments, appointments, awards and recognitions.  

Submit them @ 
www.communityvoiceks.com .

Slaughter

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

Business Brief

•Much-NeededChildCareCenterWillBenefitfrom
NewEconomicDevelopmentSalesTax

MORE THAN 9100 STORES ARE CLOSING IN 
2019 AS THE RETAIL APOCALYPSE DRAGS ON

The staggering rate of store clo-
sures that rocked the retail industry 
over the past couple of years is 
expected to continue in 2019, with 
more closures expected this year.

Retailers have announced more 
than 9,100 store closures so far this 
year, according to an analysis by 
Business Insider.  Among the chains 
closing all of their stores are
Payless Shoes, Topeka, Ks-based 
2500 
Gymboree, children’s clothers, 805 
Dress Barn, 650
Charlotte Russe 520
Fred’s Discount Chain, 520
Shopko, 371

Charming Charlies Jewelry, 261
 Few chains weren’t affected 

this year by cuts.  Some other big 
brands closing stores are:  
Gap, 230 
Walgreens, 200, 
Game Stop, 200
Forever 21, 128
Sears, 175
Kmart 160
CVS, 68.   

 Retailers closed a record 102 
million sq. ft. of store space in 2017, 
then smashed that record in 2018 
by closing another 155 million sq. 
ft., according to estimates by the 
commercial real-estate firm CoStar 
Group.

Penny and Myron McCann’s 24-hour, 7-day-a-week daycare business 
model caught the attention of the Central City Economic Development 
Sales Tax Board.  

Coleman

Floyd



8

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

|  
 N

O
V

. 2
1,

 2
01

9



PHOTOS: 1. Issue 4 of By 
Design Magazine is available 
to purchase.  2. By Design 
co-founder Justin Ikerionwu 
networks at Saturday Market.  
3.  Nate Irby of the Streetwave 
Podcast interviews makeup 
artist Nicky Gonzales, who 
was one of seven creatives 
who shared ideas with guest 
on implementing creative 
ideas. 4. In attendance were 

Kelsey Haynes and Neela 
Cooperwood. 5. Sha Johnson 
and Glenn Robinson were pop 
up vendors from Klout Com-

pany 6. Enjoying an evening 
out were (L-R) Karen Dawkins, 
Jaymie Collins and Carmen 
Lee.  

B
y Design Magazine 
launched its fourth issue, 
called “The Disruptors,” 

at a pop-up exhibition and festi-
val called Saturday Market.  The 
event was held Nov. 23 at the 
Union in the Crossroads area of 
Kansas City, MO.  

The event included in-
terviews with seven creative 
entrepreneurs who gave those 
in attendance advice on how to 
implement creative ideas.  Music 
was provided by DJ KidSupreme, 
there were also snacks and 

drinks, vendor’s with goods to 
sale, By Design’s newest t-shirt, 
and the chance to buy the just-
released issue of By Design.  

Just Ikerionwu, Tony Henry 
and Muenfua Lewis co-founded 
the bi-annual magazine that 
showcases creatives of color in 
Kansas City. They Launched their 
first issue in September 2017. 

www.bydesignmag.com.
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Osband Holmes Construction Company

We paint wrought iron fencing
(install cabinet hardware)

• (316) 390-4403
1010 N Pennsylvania

T
here was an overflow 
crowd for the grand 
opening of Founders’ 

Grove on Nov. 13.
Founders’ Grove is an area 

designed to empower urban 
entrepreneurs and is home 
to: Create Campaign Inc., 
Destination Innovation dba 
Camp Destination Innovation, 

the Heartland Wichita Black 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Real Men Real Heroes Inc.

The goal of Founders’ 
Grove is to be a place where 

new ideas can form and 
grow. It’s also a focal 
point to help Northeast  
Wichita grow.

“I see what happens 
when our communi-
ties try to rebuild and 
regroup in the absence 
of economic develop-
ment,” said Christina 
Long, of the Create 
Campaign in an inter-
view with KSN. “We can 
talk about better police 
relationships, we talk 
about better health 
and wellness, but if we 
leave out economic 
development, we are 
missing an opportu-
nity.”

Funds from the 
District 1 Hyatt Project 
helped pay for the 
project and nearly all 
the work to prepare 
the building was done 
by minority-owned 
companies.

Desk space and 
mail boxes will be 
available for small 
business owners 
looking for a profes-
sional office home or 
a business address. 

Founders’ Grove 
is located at 2333 E. 
21st (21st & Grove), 
Wichita, KS.    

Founders’ Grove Focus is on Economic Development

PHOTOS: 1. Initial occupants of Founders’ Grove will be: (L-R)  Chris-
tina Long, Create Campaign; Kevin Andrews, Heartland Back Chamber; 
Marquetta Atkins, Destination Inovation; and Kyle Ellison, Real Men Real 
Heroes. 2. A majority of the work was done by minority-owned business-
es: (L-R) Dale Diggs, (Long), Darrell Givens, Travis Profit,  Chris Crowley, 
Bart McCartney, and Keston Rolfe. 3. Founders’ Grove is located in the 
old Commerce Bank building at 21st & Grove, Wichita. 
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By Design Mag Launches Fourth Issue With a Pop Up





E
arlier this month, U.S. regulators  
approved a new medicine that 
can help reduce extremely pain-

ful sickle cell disease flare-ups.
The Food and Drug Administration 

approved Novartis AG’s Adakveo for 
patients 16 and older. The monthly 
infusion, which halves occurrences 
of sickle cell pain episodes, will 
carry a list price of roughly $85,000 
to $113,000 per year, depending on 
dosing. Insured patients generally will 
pay less.

Sickle cell disease is one of the most 
common inherited blood disorders, af-
fecting about 100,000 Americans, most 
of them black, and about 300 million 
people worldwide.

Its hallmark is periodic episodes in 
which red blood cells stick together, 
blocking blood from reaching organs 
and small blood vessels. That causes in-
tense pain and cumulative organ dam-
age that shortens the lives of people 

with the disease.
“The duration and severity of these 

pain crises worsens with aging. Often 
patients die during one of these crises,” 
said Dr. Biree Andemariam, chief medi-
cal officer of the Sickle Cell Disease 
Association of America.

Andemariam, a former Novartis 
advisory board member, said the drug 
appears to work better the longer 
patients receive it.

The Swiss drugmaker is continuing 
patient testing to determine whether 
Adakveo, also known as crizanlizumab, 
lengthens patients’ lives, said Ameet 
Mallik, the company’s head of U.S. 
oncology and blood disorders.

He said severe pain episodes send 
U.S. patients to emergency departments 
about 200,000 times per year. About 
85% are hospitalized for days to a 
week, running up big bills.

The debilitating condition also 
causes anemia, delayed growth, vision 

damage and painful swelling in hands 
and feet, making it hard for some 
people to maintain jobs or attend 
school.

Current treatments include a 
21-year-old cancer drug called 
hydroxyurea and Endari, approved in 
2017.

In patient studies, Endari reduced 
frequency of pain episodes about 25% 
and hydroxyurea reduced them by half. 
Hydroxyurea can have serious side 
effects and requires weekly blood tests. 
Both drugs have complicated dosing 
and don’t work — or stop working — 
in some patients.

In a one-year study of 198 patients, 
those getting the higher of two Adakveo 
doses averaged 1.6 pain episodes over 
that year and 36% had none. A compar-
ison group on placebo averaged three 
pain episodes that year and 17% had 
none. Adakveo’s side effects included 
influenza and high fever.

Danielle Jamison, of 
Islandton, South Carolina, 
has suffered with sickle 
cell pain episodes since 
shortly after birth. The 
35-year-old previously had 
a half-dozen pain crises 
requiring hospital trips 
each year. Those lessened 
by about half when she 
began taking hydroxyurea 
nine years ago.

She hasn’t been in the 
hospital since she started 
taking crizanlizumab 
two years ago as part of 
a patient study. She still 
has mild daily pain, but 
she said she can now take 
care of her home and drive her 9-year-
old daughter to activities.

All three drugs work through differ-
ent mechanisms, so doctors may switch 
patients to Adakveo or to add it to their 

current treatment, said Andemariam, 
head of University of Connecticut’s 
sickle cell treatment and research 
program.
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10 Health

Health  Briefs

MEDICARE-OBAMACARE REMINDER
If you get insurance through either Medicare or the Affordable 

Care Act, it’s time to check your coverage and make adjustments 
ahead of 2020.  

Medicare open enrollment ends Dec. 7. (Medicare.gov) 
Affordable Care Act enrollment ends Dec. 15. (Healthcare.gov)  
Coverage begins Jan. 1, 2020.  

SEXUAL DISEASES ‘ALARMING’ 
IN BLACK COMMUNITY  

With the release of the Centers for Disease Control 2018 STD 
Surveillance Report showing rates of syphilis, chlamydia, and 
gonorrhea surging for a fifth year, local health officials across the 
country are expressing “deep concern” about the racial dispari-
ties in the diseases.

According to the study:
Chlamydia - Black females had five times the rate of White fe-

males (1,411.1 and 281.7 cases per 100,000 population, respec-
tively). Black males had 6.8 times the rate among White males 
(952.3 and 140.4 cases per 100,000 population, respectively).

Primary and Secondary Syphilis - Black females had 4.7 times 
the rate of White females, and Black males had 4.8 times the rate 
of White males.

Gonorrhea - Black males rate 8.5 times that of White males 
and Black females rate at 6.9 times that of White females. 

Local partnerships and national action needed to address 
alarming rise of sexually transmitted disease in the Black com-
munity, says the National Association of County and City Health 
Officials (NACCHO).

““More emphasis must be placed on those issues that pres-

ent barriers to prevention and care of not only STDs but other 
chronic diseases, such as poverty and lack of insurance, as well 
as racism,” said Dr. Sandra Elizabeth Ford, NACCHO board mem-
ber and a graduate of Howard University’s School of Medicine. 

VAPING CULPRIT FOUND?
Investigating the cause of a mysterious outbreak of vaping 

illnesses, the Centers for Disease Control announced that the 
chemical compound vitamin E acetate has been found in fluid 
taken from the lungs of 29 patients across the country, and in 
liquid from electronic cigarettes and other vaping devices used by 
many of those who got sick. Officials said it’s the first time they've 
found a common suspect.

Vitamin E acetate has recently been used as a thickener in 
vaping fluid, particularly in black market vape cartridges. While 
vitamin E is safe as a vitamin pill or to use on the skin, inhaling 
oily droplets can be harmful. Many who got sick said they had 
vaped liquids that contain THC, the high-inducing ingredient in 
marijuana, with many saying they got them on the black market.

CDC officials cautioned they can’t rule out all other toxic 
substances, and it may take animal studies to clearly show vitamin 
E acetate was at fault.

DOES SITTING 
INCREASE DEPRESSION?

The average adult sits up to 10 hours a day. Sedentary behav-
iors increase the risk of heart disease, diabetes and premature 
death. Recent evidence suggests that long periods of sitting can 
also be associated with poorer mental health. In a study linking 
sitting survey data with clinician diagnoses of depression and 

anxiety, published by the American College of Sports Medicine, 
investigators found that mentally-passive sedentary behaviors like 
TV-viewing increase depression, whereas those involving mental 
activity (i.e., reading, office work and problem solving) reduce 
it. Thus, the way we use our brain while sitting appears to be im-
portant. In addition, mentally active sedentary behaviors may be 
effective at preventing depression, especially in those for whom 
physical activity or structured exercise can be challenging.

WATCH YOUR INFANTS’ SUGAR
Researchers are connecting infants’ eating habits with early 

onset of various conditions. Nearly two-thirds of infants (61%) 
and almost all toddlers (98%) consumed added sugars in their 
average daily diets, primarily in flavored yogurts (infants) and 
fruit drinks (toddlers), says a new study in the Journal of the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. Infants were 6-11 months, 
and toddlers were 12-23 months. 

 “Previous research into the diets of children over two years 
old associated sugar consumption with the development of cavi-
ties, asthma, obesity, elevated blood pressure and altered lipid 
profiles,” said lead investigator Kirsten A. Herrick, PhD, of the 
Centers for Disease Control.

Parents should be mindful of added sugars levels in the foods 
chosen when weaning their infants  Herrick said. “The transition 
from a milk-based diet (breast milk and formula) to table foods 
has an impact on nutrition, taste preference, and eating patterns.” 
She says to ask a doctor which solid foods to introduce during 
weaning and refer to foods’ Nutrition Facts label. For more info, 
visit www.cdc.gov/nutrition. 

New Drug Approved to Treat Sickle Cell Crisis



U.S. regulators have approved a new medicine 
that can help manage extremely painful sickle cell 
disease flare-ups.

Associated Press





W
ith voter turnout expected 
to make history in 2020, a 
voting expert said there's one 

person behind the surge: President 
Trump. 

"There's only one really big vari-
able that has changed," Michael 
McDonald, the founder and director 
of the U.S. Elections Project told CBS 
News. "And that's Donald Trump."  

A recent analysis by U.S. Elections 
Project and Nonprofit VOTE, found 
that the Nov. 2018 election expe-
rienced the highest turnout of any 
midterm election since 1914. It also 
marked the first time more than 100 
million Americans cast a ballot in a 
non-presidential year. 

McDonald highlighted what was 

behind the surge in voter turnout, but 
also how it could increase even more.

Metrics such as small-donor activity 
and consumption of political news 
showed Mr. Trump as the driving 
force behind the increase in voting, 
McDonald said.  

"Just all across the board people 
are very engaged right now with poli-
tics," McDonald added. 

The recent rise stands in stark 
contrast to the 2014 midterm elec-
tion, when the nation had the lowest 
midterm turnout rate since 1942. 

But despite the historic turnout 
numbers in 2018, only about half 
of those eligible to cast a ballot did 
so. McDonald said states with higher 
turnout rates could pave the way 

for more national involvement. For 
example, Minnesota clocked in the 
highest rate of any state in 2018 with 
64% of those eligible coming out to 
vote. Colorado took second place with 
63% of the vote. 

McDonald said one of the biggest 
pathways to reform would be to 
amend electoral rules to make ballots 
more accessible. This could be done 
by pushing back voting registration 
deadlines so they are closer to Elec-
tion Day, or offering same day voter 
registration.

Of the top ten states with the high-
est turnout, the analysis found nine 
had both same-day voter registration 
or vote-by-mail policies. McDonald 
said there's bipartisan incentive in 

"both red and blue states" for au-
tomatic registration, which would 
register someone when they visit 
a government office. 

There's another factor that 
McDonald admitted states 
couldn't control: Competition 
between candidates 
"figures promi-
nently" in 
whether 
people 
will 
vote. "If 
there's a 
competi-
tive race 
people 
will see a reason to vote and they will show up to participate,” he said. 
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T
he 2018 midterm elections in 
the U.S. saw an unprecedented 
number of women of color 

being elected to office–bringing their 
total number at the Congress (both 
House and Senate) to an all-time high, 
at 47. A new report helps us to under-
stand how this was achieved, suggests 
that this was not an accident and will 
likely define 2020 elections.

The number of non-White women–
Black, Latina, Asian American and 
Pacific Islander (AAPI), and Native 
American women–has increased by 

18% in the past decade. However, the 
growth in population has not been 
accompanied by a growth in political 
representation. From 1964 to 2016, 
only around 70 women of color have 
been elected to Congress.

2018 marks the watershed moment 
in political mobilization of women of 
color in U.S. history. A new report, 
published by the Asian American and 
Pacific Islander (AAPI) Civic Engage-
ment Fund and Groundswell Fund, 
examines the unprecedented and 
often ignored role of women of color 

in the 2018 Midterm elections. The 
report highlights that the increase of 
non-white congresswomen correlates 
with a rising turnout of non-white 
female voters.

 “When you look at turnout as a 
percentage of the citizen voting age 
population in previous midterms, the 
numbers for 2006, 2010, 2014 were 
39%, 39%, and 35%, respectively. In 
2018, the figure was 48%,” says Taeku 
Lee, Professor of Political Science and 
Law at the University of California, 
Berkeley and principal researcher 

for this report. This represents a 
37% increase among women of color 
voters compared to 2016. This huge 
uptick has not been found among 
other groups. 

The spike in political mobilization 
is partly due to Trump. “In 2018, 
voters were overwhelmingly angry 
because of Trump. Emotions are 
powerful motivators in turnout,” says 
Lee. This is reinforced by the success 
of prominent women of color politi-
cians, such as Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, Ilhan Omar, Ayanna Pressley, 

and Rashida Tlaib collectively known 
as “The Squad,” who are all staunch 
opponents of Trump.

In addition to the Trump factor, 
voter mobilization has been extremely 
crucial, and this was visible in three 
main ways: Mobilization among 
friends and family (turnout was fu-
elled by women of color talking to and 
encouraging their friends and family 
to vote); Grassroots and community-
based organizations often led by women 
of color; and Protest politics.

- Bonnie Chiu, Forbes.com

I
n Virginia, where the Confederacy 
once had its capital and where 
political power has historically 

eluded Black people, African Ameri-
cans have just won unprecedented 
levels of clout.

Black officials there give ironic 
credit for the change to President 
Donald Trump and the voter animosity 
he's engendered.

"We love Trump, he's our best ally," 
joked state Sen. Lionell Spruill. "The 

more that crazy White man talks, the 
better it is for us."

Since Trump took office, Virginia 
Democrats have won three straight 
election cycles and are set to control 
the legislature next year for the first 
time in more than two decades. The 
Democratic gains have been powered 
in large part by Black voters.

At least nine new Democrats were 
elected to the Virginia House in Nov., 
and four of them are Black.

Black lawmakers there say they 
plan to use their newfound influence 
to make sweeping changes to many 
state laws and policies, including 
those related to housing, education 
and criminal justice.

African Americans have been 
historically underrepresented at a 
Capitol that's produced a long list of 
racist laws dating back more than a 
century. They include the anti-school 
segregation movement known as 

Massive Resistance and a ban on 
interracial marriage drafted by a Nazi 
sympathizer.

"Now we will be taken seriously 
as opposed to many times in the past 
when we were not," said Sen. Louise 
Lucas.

The Black caucus will likely find 
a willing ally in the Democratic 
governor who was near resigning in 
February after pictures surfaced of 
him in Blackface.  

In February, Gov. Ralph Northam 
faced intense pressure to resign after 
a Blackface picture surfaced.  After 
the Black Caucus supported him he 
was able to remain in office.   

She said the scandal has made a 
"changed man" of Northam, who has 
made addressing the state's longtime 
racial inequalities his top priority. 
"He's working like a true champion to 
get things done," Lucas said. 

- Associate Press

Record Numbers Will Vote Because They Either Love Him or Hate Him

Women Of Color Are Politically Motivated to Define 2020

Black Va. Lawmakers Hold Power – Thanks to Trump 

The Trump Factor

Hate him or love him, he’s making people vote 
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C
entury II, the old downtown library, 
the Boat House, and Wichita River-
fest mixed in between, may totally 

disappear in the next few years.  They 
could be replaced by a massive green 
spaces, activities along the Arkansas 
River, a pedestrian bridge that connects 
the east and west banks of the river, a 
new performing arts center, a separate 
convention hall, along with restaurants, 
retail sites, offices and apartments.  

It’s a major decision that the Wichita 
City Council is preparing decide on in 
2020, and they honestly seem interested 
in hearing what the community wants.  
Their goal is to develop a master plan 
that will drive the redevelopment of the 
area along the Arkansas River to Main 
Street and between Douglas and Kellogg.  

There have been a number of stud-
ies looking at the future of downtown 
Wichita.  The information gathered from 
those studies along with community 
input and experts look at what worked 
and didn’t work in other cities, led to the 
presentation earlier this month of five 
preliminary design concepts for the City’s 
riverfront.  

Three design 
concepts include sig-
nificant green spaces 
for public gatherings 
and all include a 
pedestrian bridge 
connecting the area 
to the west bank 
of the river as well 
as new performing 
arts and convention 
centers.  These three 
proposals recom-
mend tearing down 
Century II, but two of 
the concepts main-
tain Century II, but 
not as it is currently 
used.  One of the 
concepts includes an 
option for repurpos-
ing Century II and 
another alternative 
gives the 50-year-old 
structure an open-air 
design, kind of like a 
huge gazebo.  

Previous studies 
have concluded 
market demand has 
outpaced what can 

be found in Century II, and 
recommended construction 
of new performing arts and 
convention space.  

“It’s exciting to see the 
concepts include a new con-
vention center, which would 
generate approximately $50 
million in economic impact 
annually,” said Susie Santo, 
president and CEO of Visit 
Wichita.  “The green space, 
as well as the recommenda-
tions for missed use – which 
could include restaurants 
and retail shops, would cre-
ate an attractive convention 
district for meeting attendees 
to enjoy.”

Preliminary costs for the 
design concepts range from 
$970 million to $1.5 billion.  
A final plan will be presented 
to the community in January 

2020.

NEXT STEPS 

The next step in the master plan 
process is to get public input on the con-
cepts.  Here are ways for you to provide 
your feedback on the preliminary design 
concepts.  

At www.riverfrontlegacywichita.
org/contact you can: 

Take the scenario questionnaire
Share your feedback on the pre-

liminary design concepts 
Take a fun quiz    Make Wichita 

Win has developed a short quiz to gauge 
community interest in amenities of the 
preliminary design scenarios. 

Download the presentation  View 
and download the presentation and 
scenarios presented by the Design 
Team during the Nov.14 Public Open 
House.

Others ways to engage include: 
Request an in-person community 

presentation  Email info@riverfrontle-
gacywichita.org to request an in-person 
presentation for your organization or 
community meeting.

Final Public Open House  Attend 
the Public Open House on Jan. 14 for a 
presentation of the final design. Location 
and time to be announced

Parks, Common Areas Highlight Design Concepts for Riverfront Legacy Master Plan

T
o say KS. Rep. Gail Finney (D – 
Wichita) was upset in late 2018 
when she first saw the construc-

tion of the strange cement pads in the 
heart of her inner-city Wichita district, 
would generously be described as an 
understatement.  But it’s difficult to find 
words for just how upset she was when 
she found out the pads were the bases 
for new 105-foot electric transmission 
lines running through the heart of 
the community and that the electri-
cal company, had not, and was not 
required by law to notify anyone about 
the construction of the lines.

Not one to just sit down and accept 
things, especially things that negatively 
impact her constituents, Finney went 
to work.  She immediately called press 
conferences and set up community 

meetings with Westar, the company 
responsible for installing the lines.  
However, as an elected official, she 
took another step.  She introduced 
a bill to make sure a similar situation 
does not occur again in any community 
in Kansas.  

During the 2019 Kansas legislative 
session, Finney introduced House 
Bill 2317.  The bill puts the Kansas 
Corporation Commission in charge of 
approving new electric lines and sets 
up a hearing process to involve those 
most affected by the lines process.   
The bill gained little traction during 
the 2019 session, but the determined 
legislator is already hard at work to 
gain the support of legislators ahead of 
the 2020 session.  

Finney has invited Kansas legisla-
tors to attend a tour in her district to 
see the impact the lines made on the 
community and to hear more about 

the bill.  
“I’m hoping to give the 

legislators a first-hand 
perspective.  It’s different 
when you hear about it 
or see a picture,” said 
Finney. “I want them to 
see something like this 
could happen anywhere 
else and that next time it 
could be in their neigh-
borhood.”  

As written, HB 2317 
requires electric compa-
nies to apply for a “siting” 
permit before they begin 
site preparation, it also 
requires that a public 
hearing be held to inform 
those affected by the 
lines and allow them to 
get honest answers and to voice their 
concerns.  

Final approval of the electric line 
route falls to the KCC. However com-
missioners will be required to take into 

consideration issues that 
might be of concern to 
citizens, including the 
local aesthetics, loca-
tion, environment and 
population density when 
considering the request.

Under HB2317, the 
process described 
would apply to all large 
transmission lines at least 
five miles in length bulk 
transferring 230 kilovolts 
or more of electricity.  In 
addition, the bill sets 
up a category “urban 
electric transmission line” 
described as a line inside 
the corporate limits of a 
city that is at least ¼ mile 
long and designed for 

the transfer of 69 kilovolts or more of 
electricity.  

Finney Plans Pole Tour to Encourage Adoption of New Law 
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice





By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

Two of five Riverfront Master Plan Concepts presented at a community 
meeting held early this month.  The botton concept is one of two that 
keeps Century II, but both plans repurpose the 50-year-old building.  
All five plans can be viewed online at www.riverfrontlegacywichita.org.
Top plan is scenario 1A, bottom plan is sceario 3B. 

Riverfront Park 
Civic Park
Existing Builing 
Proposed Buildings 
Convention Center 
Performing Arts Center 
Parking Structure  

KS. Rep. Gail Finney has introduced HB2317 to establish a 
procedure for approving new electrical lines that require a 
public hearing before the route is approved.  



T
he Wichita Branch NAACP held its 
99th Annual Freedom Fund Award 
Banquet on Nov. 16 at the Marriott 

Hotel. This year’s theme was “When WE 
Fight ...WE Win.”

The evening’s keynote speaker was 
Carla Pratt, dean & professor of law at 
Washburn University, who had a mes-
sage on acceptance and inclusion for 
everyone.

Music performances were by Chanel 
McCray who sang “The National Anthem,” 
Cherrie Dennis-Baldon led the audience 
in “Lift Every Voice,” Natania Watie sang 
“Imagine,” and Roy Moye III performed 
“A Change is Gonna Come/Glory.”  

In attendance were US District 
Court  Judge, the Honorable Gwynne 
Birzer; 18th Judicial District Judge 
Monique Centeno; NAACP Southeast 
Regional Field Director Kevin Myles; 
NBA legend “Cheese” Johnson; and 
Executive Director, Omega Psi Phi 
Inc. National Executive Director 
Kenneth Barnes who reminded the 
Greeks that they all have a Memora-
dum of Understanding requiring each 
of their members join the NAACP.
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Photos by My Pictureman

Local Leaders Honored at Wichita Branch NAACP 99th Annual Awards Banquet 

PHOTOS: 1. 2019 Award Honorees (L-R); William Polite, Co-Pastor Pa-
maline King-Burns, Dr. Sharon Cranford, Pat Reihold & Laura Thomp-
son (League of Women Voters, Wichita), Mary Hough, Carla Eckels, 
Tommy Benford, Bryce Graham, seated A J Jones. 2. NBA Legend, 
“Cheese” Johnson & WPD Chief Gordon Ramsey. 3.  Executive Direc-
tor of Omega Psi Phi Inc., Kenneth Barnes.  4. Dr. Marche’ Fleming 
Randle accepted the award for Gregg Marshall from Wichita Youth 
Council President Aleya Rankin.   5. A special award was presented to 
NAACP Youth Advisor, LaWanda DeShazer by Regional Field Director, 
Kevin Myles.  6. Event emcees, John Rolfe, Kansas Leadership Center 
& Felicia Rolfe, KWCH anchor 7. (L-R) Judge Monique Centeno, Dean 
Carla Pratt, and Judge Gwynne Birzer.

1

2 3

4 5

6 7

Dean Takes Home Top Honors at Wichita AKA’s 36th Annual Fashionetta 

L
aeh Dean took home top honors 
at the 36th Annual Fashionetta 
sponsored by the Beta Kappa 

Omerga Chpater of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc.  Dean, a student at the 
Independent School, is the daughter 
of Mrs. Debra Dean and the late Dr. 
Edgar Dean.  

 Baisha Jackson, the daughter of 
Lavell Jackson and Tamu Maples was 
1st runner up.  Va’Necia Manuel-Stiles, 
the daughter of Vincent Manues, II and 
Stefanie Stiles, was 2nd runner up.  
Both Jackson and Manuel-Stiles attend 
Wichita Heights. 

The awards were presented Nov. 2 at 
the culminating program of their five-
month leadership and scholarship experi-
ence. This year, 26 high school seniors 
participated in the Fashionetta Program.  

The girls were acknowledged for 
their academic achievents,  Ashton 
Conley took home honors as  Miss 
GPA  with 23 other Pearls receiving 
Scholastic bonuses.

Tiayla Mahomes received the Patricia 
Evans Scholarship, Promise Hardyway 

took home the HBCU Scholarship, 
Miss Essay was given to Amyia Barber 
and Hattie Taylor received the Faith 
Scholarship. Real Men Real Heroes 
awards went to Ashton Conley and 
Tiayla Mahomes and Deasia Taborn 
received the Cranford Memorial Schol-
arship.  Recognitions were also given 
for Miss Spirit of Fashionetta, Miss 
Community Service, Miss Fashion, and 
Miss Talent and the Cranford Memorial 
Arts Scholarhip.

PHOTOS: 1. Twenty-six Pearls 
were presented during the 
evening. 2. (L-R) 1st Runner up; 
Baisha Jackson, Miss Fashionet-
ta; Laeh Dean, 2nd Runner-up; 
Va’Necia Manuel-Stiles. 3. Dance 
routine highlighted the fashions 

of the Harlem Renaissance. 4.  
(L-R) Ebony Clemons-Ajibolade 
presented the Evergy scholars 
to: Cierra Williams, Baisha Jack-
son, Laeh Dean, Hattie Taylor 
along with AKA president Joy 
Barnes 
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RED CROSS OFFERING $5 
AMAZON.COM GIFT CARDS 

Donors of blood or platelets to the Red Cross during Nov. 18-
Dec. 18 will receive a $5 Amazon.com Gift Card via email, courtesy 
of Suburban Propane. Additionally, those who give Nov. 27-30 will 
receive an exclusive long-sleeved T-shirt, while supplies last.

Search for blood drives by ZIP code and make an appointment 
to donate by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767), visiting RedCrossBlood.org or by enabling 
the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. The 
entire donation process only takes about an hour, 
but donors can save time with RapidPass using the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App or RedCrossBlood.org. 
Pre-donation reading and health history questions 
can be completed online to save about 15 minutes.

Donors receive a mini-health screening to help 
determine eligibility that includes blood pressure, 
pulse and hemoglobin readings. First-time donors 
will also find out their blood type. Right now, there 
is a critical need for type O blood donors.

FREE SALARY NEGOTIATION 
WORKSHOP FOR WOMEN

On average, women working full time in the 
United States are paid 80% of what men are paid 
— for women of color and other marginalized 
groups, the pay gap is even wider.  That’s why the 
Urban League of Kansas has partnered with the 
Junior League of Wichita to present American As-
sociation of University Women Work Smart, a free, 
two-hour salary negotiation workshop designed to 
give women the skills and confidence to advocate 
for themselves in the workplace.

The workshop will be held on Tues., Dec. 3, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Urban League of Kansas, 2418 E 
9th St., Wichita. Register at Eventbrite.com.

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
On Nov. 30 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. join the 

Wichita Hispanic Chamber and Bringing it Black 

for the Small Business Saturday market which will showcase 30+ 
local minority owned small businesses. 

Get ready to Shop Small® with minority business. Grab a friend 
or family member and come check out some of the amazing local 
businesses. Interested in becoming a vendor? Sign up at the fol-
lowing link https://forms.gle/MSxDYYLF1QEYghkQ8.

The event will take place at 250 W. Douglas, Ste. 100. 
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C
orey Lyons, 28, has taken over 
the helm of the McAdams 
Recreation Center following the 

retirement of long-time director Larry 
Dennis. Lyons has been on board since 
early October. 

An Alton, IL, native, Lyons moved 
to Wichita to attend Wichita State 
University and majored in Sports 
Management.  He served as the 
director at the Lynette Woodard 
Center for four years, and spent eight 
months downtown in the city’s Parks 
and Recreation administrative offices 
before applying and being hired to 
take over McAdams. 

His responsibilities include all of 
McAdams Park from 17th Street south 

to the tennis courts.  He also 
has responsibility for the Park 
Villa Community Center.  

Lyons recognizes the 
historic legacy of great 
leaders at McAdams, but feels 
comfortable he can fill their 
shoes.  He’s anxious about 
doing more to attract young 
people back to the center. 

“We do a great job of 
attracting the older generation,” 
says Lyons.  “We’re missing out 
on the kids.”

Already off to a good start, 
Lyons planned and held a Fall 
Festival that attracted more than 
200 youth participants.    

Lyons Replaces Dennis as McAdams Park Director 

Our entire family, would like to Thank 
the NAACP and everyone who 

supported us
Love & Prayers

AJ & Angie Jones

Congratulations AJ Jones

Wichita Brief





Lyons and Dennis



N
ow that the citizens of 
Kansas City have rejected 
naming The Paseo in 

honor of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., the city is looking for input 
from the public on how best to 
honor Dr. King in Kansas City.  

“While many people of good 

heart believed renaming The 
Paseo Blvd. was a fitting honor, 
many others of good heart felt 
that other approaches were 
more appropriate,” said Kansas 
City Mayor Quinton Lucas in a 
news release. “What we heard 
more clearly from the election, 

however, was that most voters 
were frustrated by the process 
used to craft the original name 
change.”

Lucas has directed the Parks 
and Recreation Board of Com-
missioners to gather public input 
on how to honor King’s legacy 

moving forward. Residents will 
have the chance to submit their 
ideas during a 90-day public 
comment period.

After the 90-day public com-
ment period, the parks board 
will hold a series of public meet-
ings to evaluate ideas.

Anyone with suggestions 
should email them to MLK-
Tribute@kcmo.org or by mail 
to: Board of Parks and Recre-
ation Commissioners, c/o MLK 
Tribute, 4600 E. 63rd St., Kansas 
City, MO 64130.

A
bove the surface, and sometimes 
bubbling just below, the ballot 
question to return the name of 

Kansas City’s historic boulevard back to 
The Paseo was positioned as an issue 
of Black and White.  That was not an 
unrealistic way to look at an issue that 
cityies across the nation have similarly 
had to confront.  

True, nationally, there is a great 
deal of respect for Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and his contributions to our 
nation, but that doesn’t always sup-
port a desire to live on MLK Blvd. So it 
also wasn’t surprising when post elec-
tion, bloggers, national news media 
and Black Twitter assumed the Kansas 
City vote was “that same old thing.” 

Did White Kansas City overwhelm-
ing vote against the MLK Blvd name 
change and disproportionately tip the 
vote against MLK Blvd? That’s what a 
lot of people projected might happen. 
However, the question that really mat-
tered to The Community Voice is how 
did Kansas City’s African-American 
community really feel about the is-
sue?  That’s the question we set out 
to answer.  Did Kansas City’s Black 
community actually favor preserving 
local Kansas City history – much of 
it Black – over honoring a national 
African-American hero that certainly 
they love, appreciate and respect?  

So, we went to the Kansas City Elec-
tion Board and dug into the results.  

On the surface, 
it was evident: 
Those who 
voted preferred 
the name The 
Paseo 3-to-1.  
But how did 
Kansas City’s 
Black commu-
nity vote?  

Obviously the 
Election Board 
doesn’t keep 
racial data, so 
we took the 
most obvious 
approach we 
could think of: 
Find out the 
results from 
Kansas City’s 
historically 
Black areas.  

All Kansas 
City voters are 
assigned to a 
ward and a pre-
cinct.  Wards 2, 
3, and 7 closely 
align with the 
areas often 
referred to as the Old Northeast, East 
and Brush Creek South areas, respec-
tively.  Each Ward has 18 precincts, 
but since several precincts vote at 
each polling site, we were only able to 
disaggregate the vote on Question No. 
1 down to the 19 voting sites located 

within the three wards.  
Here’s what we found. In 17 of 

the 19 polling locations, Question 
No. 1 -- to return the name of Martin 
Luther King Blvd back to The Paseo 
-- passed.  In one of the districts, the 
vote was a tie and in only one of the 
voting sites did the question fail.  

Certainly each of those who voted 
had their own particularly reason for 
how they voted.  While some may have 
wanted to preserve the historic name 
“The Paseo” and others may have 
voted in protest to the process used 
to approve the change, what we feel 
comfortable in concluding is that of 
those who voted from the city’s core 
Black community, their vote was in 
support of maintaining “The Paseo.”  

What also speaks volume to us is 

the very low voter turnout on this is-
sue.  Why was voter turnout just 16% 
on this issue? It makes us just want 
to scratch our head, but certainly the 
reasons must be many.  What we hope 
wasn’t on their list are a total frustra-
tion with the system, or a total lack 
of apathy, or a feeling that “it doesn’t 
matter how I vote,” especially since 
we have an important 2020 election 
year around the corner.  
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Paseo Name Change:  How East of Troost Voted  

Question No. 1 on the Kansas City, Mo., ballot - to return the name of Marting Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. back to The Paseo - passed 3-to-1, but how did the city’s African-American 
community vote on the issue.

                 %Voter
Ward Two  Yes  NO        Turnout 

 
P2, 1,3, 16,18 105 69 8.79%
P8, 12, 19  52 32 13.34%
P10-11   66 36 8.44%
P14,4,5,6,7,9,
13, 15,17  327          153 16.17%

Ward 3 
P2    21 21 15,94%
P3 4, 5, 12, 16 169          119 12,52%
P8, 13   74 43 12.70%
P9   30 21 10.41%
P10,1,15 226 94 18.70%
P11   63 28 15.56%
P14,6,7  143 57 11.51%
P17-18  102 53 17.10%

Ward 7
P1,2,3,7  145 83 13.65%
P5     37 13 9.65%
P6,4,18    124 72 11.83%
P9, 8,10
11,12,17 199 107 14.72%
P13, 14     59  88 11.53%
P15-16  144  82 13.88%
 

How  East 
Kansas City Voted

We dug into the votes for Wards 2, 3, and 7 to draw our best conclu-
sion on how Blacks in Kansas City voted on the Paseo ballot issue.  

Next Steps: F inding a Way to Honor Martin Luther King Jr. in Kansas City

Source:  Kansas City Election Board

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 
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Mu Omega Chapter, KCMO Presents its 67th Annual Debutante Ball

Photos by  Artis Photography

T
he 67th Annual Debutante Ball, presented this year by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. Mu 
Omega Chapter and the Metropolitan Leadership, Inc. (MLI) will be held on Fri., Nov. 29, at 
the Westin Kansas City Hotel at Crown Center, 1 E Pershing Rd, Kansas City, MO.  This year, 

there will be 12 Debutantes presented to society.  
The theme for this year’s Debutante Ball, “Cultured Pearls, Precious and Rare” will be displayed 

as each Debutante performs choreographed waltzes with her presenter and escort.
Commentators for the evening will be Ms. Kari Thompson, a police captain for Kansas City Mis-

souri Police Department and Mr. Stephen B. Hill, Claim Team Manager with State Farm Insurance of 
Kansas City, Mo.

The evening will culminate with the crowning of the 2019 Miss Debutante by Miss Payton Wil-
liams, Miss Debutante 2018.

For the last few months, the Debutantes have participated in various cultural and community 
activities under the diretion of the Debutante Ball General Chairman, General Co-Chairman, Mu 
Omega sorority members, and Debutante consultants, Christina Jenkins and Pat Mitchell. 

Faith Andrews-O’Neal
St. Teresa’s Academy

Parents: Michael O’Neal & 
Elizabeth O’Neal

Eden Barnes
Piper High

Parents: Rev. Stephen Barnes & 
Rev. Dr. Lynette Sparkman-Barnes

Akira Gilmore
Lee’s Summit North

Parent: Lamonica Gilmore

Ra’Vyn Green
Piper High

Parent: Vanessa Tucker-DeShields

Amshanette Hawkins
Lutheran High

Parents: Late Raymond Hawkins & 
Anshanette Hawkins

Makayla Hill
Lee’s Summit High

Parents: Michael Hill & Cimina Hill

Alyssa Murray
Shawnee Mission Northwest
Parents: Erik Murray & Rebecca 

Zamora

Jordan Nevels
Blue Valley Northwest

Parents: Mr. Lamar & Mrs. Kelly 
Nevels

Kamryn Rogers
Notre Dame de Sion

Parents: Mr. Robert & Mrs. Doris 
Rogers

De’Aira Thomas
Blue Springs High

Parents: Daryl Thomas & Sparkle 
Thomas

Destiny Tillman
Raytown High

Parents: Richard Tillman & Omega 
Tillman

Lazara West-Fielder
Ramore-Peculiar High

Parents: Late  Dondrea Fielder & 
Monique West-Fielder

(L-R)
Grace Boswell
President, 
Metropolitan 
Leadership Institute

Sharon Hayes
President,
Mu Omega

BUY BLACK SATURDAY IS NOV. 30
Join holiday shopping with local Black businesses on Sat., 

Nov. 30, for Buy Black Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Victori-
ous Life Church, 3400 MLK Blvd., KCMO.

The event is free, and sponsored by KC Black Wealth - Buy 
Black Empowerment Initiative, DuBois Consultants, Hot 103 
Jamz, Cascade Media Group, National Black United Front, 
and Sisters Helping Sisters. Vendors are still welcome to reg-
ister. For info, call 816-866-0585 or visit BuyBlackKC.org.

FAMILY LINK TO LYNCHING SPARKS 
‘WHITEOUT’ 

When internationally renowned artist Hugh Merrill and 
his daughter Rebecca investigated their family history, they 
discovered a connection to the legal 1920 lynching of Sgt. 
Edgar Caldwell, a just-home WWI vet convicted and hanged 
for murdering a White man in self-defense. 

Their project “Whiteout” is designed to help people dis-
cuss the truth in their family histories and their own percep-
tions on heritage, privilege, power and racism in America. 

A free presentation is at 6:30 p.m. Tues., Dec. 10 at Unity 
Temple on the Plaza (requested donation $5). This perfor-
mance includes staged readings of Merrill’s memoir (book 
$15), a panel discussion, poetry and audience participation 
through stories and questions. For info, contact hughmerr@
hotmail.com or 816-686-8626.

APPLY FOR: KCI WORKFORCE 

TRAINING PROGRAM 
Applications will be accepted for round one of the KCI 

Workforce Training Program on Wed., Dec. 11, or Sat., 
Dec. 14, at your nearest Full Employment Council location.  
Individuals accepted into the program will receive 120 
hours of training and be paid $400 weekly stipened during 
the training program.  Make sure you bring: a government-
issued photo ID and a calculator for use on a WorkKeys 
Assessment. Fill out an app and list the trade(s) you’re inter-
ested in learning:  your trade(s): cement masons, plumbers, 
elevator constructors, ironworkers, electricians, waterproof-
ers. Learn more at CWCJV.com/WTP.

Kansas City  Briefs
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WICHITAN RETURNS AND TEACHES 
BUCKNER 3RD GRADERS TO CODE

A great example of giving back! Landon Breckenridge, a 2011 Heights High 
graduate and a K-State graduate who is now a software engineer with Micro-
soft in Seattle, spent two days at Buckner Performing Arts and Science Magnet 
Elementary 
teaching cod-
ing to third 
graders. 

Brecken-
ridge was so 
impressed at 
how engaged 
the students 
were during 
his lessons, 
he asked 
friends and 
his company 
to help pay for six iPads. He gave the iPads to the six students who showed the 
most potential during the coding lessons. Besides being able to keep the iPads, 
the six students will use them to teach their classmates during future coding 
lessons. 

“I wanted to encourage them to pursue their interests in technology,” 
Breckinridge said. “Hopefully they will keep at it and maybe go into a career in 
computers.”  

Landon's mother, Carla Breckenridge, teaches at Buckner. Buckner’s princi-
pal, Bettina Banks, was Landon’s elementary school teacher.

$40K RON BROWN SCHOLARSHIP: 
CALL FOR APPS

African-American students graduating high school are encouraged to apply 
for four-year $40,000 scholarships ($10,000 each year) from the Ron Brown 
Scholarship Fund, honoring the legacy of the late Secretary of Commerce. The 
deadline is Jan. 9, 2020.  For info, visit www.RonBrown.org

The program targets community-minded, intellectually gifted, economically-
challenged African Americans who demonstrate a keen interest business entre-
preneurship and global citizenship. The program competitively awards scholars.

Recipients may use the renewable scholarships to attend an accredited four-
year college or university of their choice within the United States. Ron Brown 
scholarships are not limited to any specific field or career objective and may be 
used to pursue any academic discipline. Since the Program’s inception in 1996, 
more than 300 students have been designated as Ron Brown Scholars.

HBCUS HAVE HIGHEST 
STUDENT LOAN DEFAULT RATE 

A student loan debt default rate report from LendEDU shows that while the 
national default rate was 10.10%, it was 15.66% at historically Black colleges 
and universities, 5.35% at women’s colleges, and 9.45% at all other schools. 
The report used data from the Department of Education, and lists default rates 
at nearly 4,500 colleges. Read the report at LendEDU.com/blog/student-loan-
default-rates-by-school-state.

Some key findings: Southern states typically had very high default rates, while 
New England and the Midwest had the lowest. For-profit schools had a collective 
default rate of 15.20% compared to 9.60% at public schools and 6.60% at non-
profit private schools. Nevada had the highest state default rate (18.16%) with 
the next highest being Mississippi (14.94%). The lowest were Massachusetts 
(5.82%) and Vermont (6.17%).

This is the first year for the report. Student loan debt in the U.S. is at an 
all-time high of $1.6 trillion, and the issue is expected to heat up with the 2020 
election.

Education Briefs

Breckenridge
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  19Arts & Culture

W
e won’t take you back to a 
time when there were only 
three networks, or even to a 

time when everyone dashed to their 
neighborhood video store to get the 
best new releases before they were 
all checked out.  However, we will 
go back to the arrival of Netflix, who 
supplanted Blockbuster Video with 
their DVD-by-mail delivery company. 

Today Netflix is the wildly suc-
cessful grandfather of a growing 
ecosystem of competing streaming 
services.  Believe it or not, streaming 
has been around for more than a 
decade.  Netflix started streaming in 
2007.  They were followed by Hulu, 
YouTube, each paving the way for 
those looking for content in a way 
that does not conform to the norms 
of standard television. Egged on by a 
growing list of binge-worthy original 
programming, streaming has grown 
in popularity and developed a loyal 
following of viewer.  

Sixty-one percent (61%) of adults 
under 45 said they have cable pack-
ages, compared to 66% of all adults.  
That’s still a pretty good percentage, 
but cable has lost close to half of its 
market share in about a decade and 
it’s only going to get worse    

CUTTING THE CORD 
Cutting the cord (i.e. ditching 

cable subscriptions entirely) is a 
popular discussion in the office or 
neighborhood gatherings, but it 
hasn’t translated into action quite yet.   
That’s pretty good news for cable un-
til those same individuals are asked, 
“What are the chances you’ll cut the 
cord in the next year?” Then two-
thirds of those who have not cut the 
cord yet say there would be at least 
some consideration of doing so.

While cord cutting may sound 
fantastically liberating -- no more 
contracts and no more nickel-and-
dime taxes and fees -- the process 
is still rather complicated and 
confusing.  However it’s working for 
some who are adventurous and more 
technically inclined.  

With that in mind, younger adults 
are an obvious driving factor for the 
shift towards streaming services, but 
they are not the only ones. Survey 

company Trendency found that 
women, by a 2 to 1 ratio, make up 

the shift towards streaming services, 
with 28% of women under 45 ex-
clusively watching entertainment 
through streaming services. If the 
future is indeed female, then com-
panies shouldn’t be running towards 
streaming services – but building a 
one-way, high-speed pipeline.

HEAVY HITTERS ENTER THE 

MARKET

Given the numbers, it is not sur-
prising to see Disney and Apple mov-
ing into streaming. Disney, who just 
launched their streaming service on 
Nov. 12, is projecting 60 – 90 mil-
lion subscribers worldwide by 2024.  
That’s likely an underestimation, 
considering the company announced 
they secured 10 million customers 
on their first day.  

For comparison purposes, 
Netflix has around 60 Million 
U.S. subscribers, and in 2018 
added 5.7M new subscribers.

Apple TV Plus, announced by the 
company during a March 25 Apple 
Special Event, launched just two 
weeks earlier.   Apple TV+ content 
is viewable through Apple's website 
and through Apple's TV app, and 
other apple devices.  However, Apple 
has not created an app that allows 
the services to work on television-
connected Android TV and Chrome-
cast devices, leaving users of those 
devices to workarounds for viewing 

Apple TV.  
Despite the constant addition of 

new targeted streaming services, 
Disney + and Apple TV+ join Netflix, 
Hulu and Amazon Prime Video as 
the heavy hitters of streaming, with 
each giving  subscribers access to a 
unique digital library of movies and 
TV shows – some of them original 
productions.  Each has its own perks 
and drawbacks for different viewers.

DISNEY PLUS 

Price: $6.99 per month for just 
Disney+ and $12.99 for Disney+, 
ESPN+ and Hulu (Disney controls 
nearly 60% of Hulu).  There’s also a 
$69.99 a year option.

Disney has spent 
the last few 
years 

B
rown Sugar, a streaming service 
from the Bounce Television 
Network, was the star of Black 

Streaming, but it could be surpassed 
soon by the new big player in the mar-
ket BET+ that launched in September.  

Brown Sugar is the grandfather 
of African-American streaming.  The 
company, which launched in 2011, 
branded itself as “Badass TV” and 
proudly features the “biggest collection 
of the baddest African-American mov-
ies of all time.  The platform’s bread 
and butter consist of about 300 titles 
that include the Blaxplotation films of 
the 1970s, plus some historic Black 
sticoms.  Bounce has added a few 
original shows and also streams those 
on Brown Sugar.  

The service costs $3.99 a month 
and can be watched through most 
mediums including Roku players, 
iOS, Chromecast, Android, and 

PCs. 
Brown Sugar gained a 

heavy competitor in Sep-
tember with the launch of 
BET+. While Brown Sugar 

is a small African-Amer-
ican owned company, 

BET+ has the money and 
support of its owner, media giant 

Viacom in partnership with Tyler Perry 

Studios.  
For $9.99 a month, the network 

offers a host of African-American-
focused on-demand video to subscrib-
ers. BET+ is the official streaming 
home for Tyler Perry’s box office-
topping theatrical films, including films 
from the Madea series.  The platform 
also comes with BET’s library of films 
and documentaries, and the platform 
will be the first streaming home for the 
classic comedy shows, “Martin” and 
“Comic View” which weren’t previously 
available for streaming.  

The platform launched with several 
original programs with more, some for 
Perry, to come.

 Still hanging in there is a super 
niche Black platform, the American 
Legacy network, with a focus on 
African-American history and cultural 
programming, including some original 
content.  This network is heavy on 
inspiring, empowering and educating 
the Black community.  

This is yet another transition for 
American Legacy, which was originally 
a magazine founded as a joint venture 
with Forbes in 1995.  The publication 
had a readership of 2 million when it 
was discontinued in 2011.

This streaming service is also $3.99 
per month.  

With Two New Heavyweights, Online Streaming is No Longer the ‘Next’ Big Thing 
slowly buying back the rights to its own 
material.  This is why you started to 

see titles go missing from 
Netflix and Hulu. That 
"hundreds of movies and 
thousands of episodes of 
television" statistic isn't an 
exaggeration. 

And thanks to Disney's 
merger with 20th Century 
Fox, the company's catalog 
got a whole lot bigger. 
Disney is heavily marketing 
the platform to men, pitch-
ing its arrangement with 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
their exclusive rights to 
every “Star Wars” movie 
ever made, plus the new 
original Star Wars show 

“The Mandalorian.”
The content also includes a lot of 

National Geographic documentaries, 
Pixar films, every Disney Channel 
original movie, all the Muppets films 
and every single episode of “The 
Simpsons.”

Another way Disney+ is trying to 
retain viewership? It's avoiding the 
binge model on its original titles. Shows 
like "The Mandolorian," "Encore!" and 
"High School Musical: The Musical 
— the Series" only have one episode 
available at a time, instead of dropping 
entire seasons of TV at once. If you 
want to watch, you've got to come back 
each week. 

In short, there's an abundance of 

African-American Streaming 
Content Is Growing  

See STREAMING page 20
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content on Disney+ in its first week alone, 
with more coming down the pike.

APPLE TV +

 Price:  $4.99 per month
Unlike Disney TV, Apple 

TV+ launched with just a few 
series including: “See” an 
epic post-apocalyptic drama 
starring Jason Momoa and 
Alfre Woodard, “The Morn-
ing Show” a Reese With-
erspoon-produced drama 
about the TV news industry, 
“Dickinson” a coming-of-age 
dramedy about the famous 
author,” For All Mankind” a 
new space epic from Battle-
star Galactica showrunner 
Ronald D. Moore, and “The 
Elephant Queen” a one-of-a-
kind nature documentary.

New shows will drop 
each month. “Servant” a 
new thriller from M. Night 
Shyamalan will premiere on 
on Nov. 28. “Truth Be Told” 
a series from Aaron Paul and 
Octavia Spencer about Ameri-
ca's obsession with true 
crime, will launch on Friday, 
Dec. 6. Meanwhile, “Little 
America” inspired by true 
stories from Epic Magazine, 
“The Banker” a movie based 
on a true story about two 

Black entrepreneurs in the 1950s starring 
Anthony Mackie and Samuel L. Jackson, 
and “Hala” a 2019 Sundance favorite 
about a Muslim teenager struggling with 
her identity will be available soon.

NETFLIX

Price: $8-$14 per month
Netflix is still the granddaddy of streaming 
services, and though their film library has 
taken a big hit in recent years with many 
titles transferring to Disney, Hulu or Ama-
zon, they've made up for it through their 
television catalog and an almost absurd 
amount of original content. The $14 sub-
scription lets you create up to five different 
profiles, so the whole family can customize 
their lists with their own selections from 
Netflix's diverse content. Netflix is not the 
service for you, however, if you're always 
itching to see movies or cable TV shows as 
soon as they hit on-demand services.

HULU

Price: $8 per month with ads, $12 per 
month without ads
There's no denying Hulu's prominence 
in streaming television, with more than 
75,000 episodes from 1,700 titles on 
the service and many more being added 
the day after their original airing. Their 
original content has improved with a noted 
hit in "The Handmaid's Tale," but their film 
library is lacking.

AMAZON PRIME VIDEO

Price: $9 per month, $11 for full 
prime benefits
Amazon Prime Video works best for those 
who plan on taking advantage of other 

Prime benefits though the e-shopping site, 
like free shipping or same-day delivery. 
Their film selection was estimated to be 
four times larger than that of Netflix in 
2016, and they've bolstered their original 
programming with hits like "Transparent." 
Unfortunately, their user interface is largely 
unhelpful for finding all those titles.

THE OTHER GUYS 

The other guys may never surpass the 
big hitters in subscribers.  Where they 
win is with their “niche” appeal to their 
subscribers’ specific interests.  Surpris-
ingly, there’s a niche streaming service 
for almost every kind of interest, and if it 
doesn’t exist yet, just wait a little, it’s prob-
ably coming.  

For example there’s Shudder for hor-
ror films fans, Acorn TV for watching Brit-
ish Classics, Spuul for Bollywood films, 
and even a Hallmark Movies, Starz and 
HBO Streaming service for those who 
want more of what those networks have to 
offer or who want to enjoy those networks 
without having to contract with big cable.  

While the list of streaming services is 
constantly changing, you can check out a 
list of services we’ve found – some of them 
free – on our website, www.communi-
tyvoiceks.com/lifestyles/arts_and_culture.

One thing is for certain, the online/televi-
sion viewing systems is getting more and 
more fragmented, confusing and potentially 
expensive to put together a lineup of enter-
tainment that addresses your needs.  It may 
be a while before there’s much consolida-
tion and as supporters of the little guys, 
we’re not necessarily sure that’s so bad.

WORKS FROM WOMEN 

ARTISTS OF COLOR 

WANTED FOR EXHIBITION

The Kansas African American Museum is soliciting submissions 
for inclusion in their spring 2020 exhibit Shades of Strength and 
Beauty: An Homage to Women of Color which will take place from 
March 7, through May 30.  Female Artists of Color who currently 
live in or have a Kansas connection, and are 14 years of age and 
older are invited to submit artwork to be considered for this com-
memorative museum-quality exhibition.

Submissions are being accepted through Fri., Dec. 6, 11:59 p.m. 
at TKAAMuseum.org.  A committee of the TKAAM curator and staff 
will select works for the exhibition

Each artist may submit digital images of up to 3 two-dimensional 
or three-dimensional works of art completed during within the 
past three years that pay homage to the character demonstrated by 
women of color. Artists must submit a brief artist statement with 
their work in the forum space provided (250 words max). There is 
no submission fee.

Selected artists will be notified via email no later than Mon. 

Dec. 16.   TKAAM will mat and frame all works selected for 
display if necessary, and the works will be returned after the 
exhibition closes.  Questions?  Contact Paris Cunningham at paris.
cunningham@TKAAMuseum.org or call 316-262-7651.

NEW JAZZ MUSEUM EXHIBIT LOOKS 

AT DEVELOPMENT OF THE JAZZ AGE 

A large cultural movement evolved in the 1920s in the grand 
era of The Jazz Age as we know it today.  A new exhibit opening 
Sun. Nov. 24, at the American Jazz Museum takes a look back at 
that era that started it all.  The economic boom after World War I, 
the rise of radio and records, partying and drinking in “wide-
open Kansas City,” despite federal Prohibition Laws, helped pave 
the way for The Jazz Age to flourish.  The result was a unique and 
radically different road America would travel down for decades to 
come.  

The exhibit “100 Years: Revisiting the Jazz Age” showcases 
numerous photographs that show the everyday life of the 1920s, 
famous jazz artists, and what the nightlife was like. There will also 
be garments portraying the fashion of the iconic decade. 

The exhibit will be on display through Fri., Jan. 3.  

STREAMING

from page 19
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Bell, Willow D., 67, died 11/15/19.  
No Further Details.

Curry, Sylvester, 59, died 11/09/19. 
He was employed by Maintenance 3p 
Processing LLC.  Service will be held 
at 2 p.m. on 11/23/19 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel, 1125 E. 13th St. He 
is survived by: Brothers and Sisters: 
Joyce Williams-Wilson, Janet Sue 
Hopkins and Melvin Ridley.

French, Mary J., 54, died 11/02/10. 
Service was held 11/13/19 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  She is survived by: 
Sisters Deborah L. Jordan & Chris W. 
French.

Hatcher, Janna, 60, died 11/16/19.  
No Further Details

Kelley, Duane, 61, died 11/02/19.  
No Service Details. He is survived by: 
Daughter; Nicole Simone Sims, Son; 
Christopher Duane Kelley

LaBroi Jr., Michael A., 44, died 
11/12/19.  Service will be held at 3 
p.m. on 11/23/19 at The Venue, 3201 
E. 31st St.  He is survive by: Children; 
Malachi Singletary LaBroi, YoHinace 
LaBroi, Kedar and Nalah LaBroi, 
Armani LaBroi, and Justin Roberts, 
Siblings. Les LaBroi, Lia LaBroi-Goss, 
Parrish LaBroi, Terryl White, Joey 
White, LaDria Robinson

Reedy, Avery D., 43, died 11/11/19.  
He was employed as a Server Twelve 
Restaurant.  Service will be held at 11 
a.m. on 11/23/19 at Progressive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 2727 E 25th St 
N.  He is survived by: Children; Baylie 
and Rhylie Reedy, Grandmother; 
Jocella Jenkins, Brothers and Sisters; 
Adrian, Rebecca and Christopher 
Reedy, Dawn, Kayla and Donald 
Muldrow.

Ross, Eleanor D., 74, died 
11/11/19.  Service will be held on 
11/22/19 at 9:30 a.m. at Greater Holy 
Temple COGIC, 1706 E. 11th St.  She 
is survived by: Husband; Donald Ross, 
Sister Beverly Robinson, Sons; Mark 
Royster, Lorenzo Jones, and Daughter; 
Lisa K. Jones-Totten.

Trezvant, Sylvester, 64, died 
11/03/19. No Further Details. He is 

survived by: Son: Sylvester Clemons, 
Jr., Brothers; Jackie and Michael 
Trezvant, Sister; Linda Clemons.

Asher, Sidney, 74, died 11/11/19.  
No Further Details.

Bailey, John G. 63, died 11/11/19.  
No Further Details.

Bonner, LeRoy A., 72, died 
11/10/19.  Service was held 11/16/19 
at Biglow Funeral Home Chapel.

Gary-Frost, Siera J., 28, died 
11/11/19. Service will be held at 11 
a.m. on 11/26/19 at Unity Temple 
COGIC, 1538 N. Hillside.

James, Gary, 77, died 11/11/19.  No 
Further Details.

Moore, Diane M., 72, died 
11/06/19.  No Further Details.

Payne, Othella E., 79, died 
11/13/19.  Service will be held at 10 
a.m. on 11/23/19 at Biglow Funeral 
Home, 2310 E. Lincoln.

Smith, Kevin W., 31, died 11/14/19.  
No Further Details.

Wheaton,  Ciarra L., 14, died 
11/06/19. Service was held 11/16/19 
at Victory Temple Outreach Ministries 
C.O.G.I.C.,

Hudspeth, Kevin W., 50, died 
11/16/19.  No Further Details.

Wheaton, Marion T., 15, died 
11/06/19. Service was held on 
11/16/19 at Northern Star Mortuary.  
He is survived by: Mother; Shatara 
Gibbs; Father; Marion Wheaton, Sr.; 
Siblings; LaTajae Wheaton, Man-
nique Wheaton and Sandra Wheaton; 
Grandmother; Joyce Wheaton and 
Grandfather; Cletus Gibbs.

Allan, Daniel V., 41, died 11/05/19.  
Service was held 11/12/19 at Old Mis-
sion Mortuary Chapel.

Conley, Edith, 83, died 11/14/19.  
Service was held 11/18/19 at Old Mis-
sion Mortuary Chapel.

Dailey, Jordon M., 22, died 
11/10/19.  No Further Details.

Fallis, Alice, 90, died 11/11/19.  
Service was held 11/19/19 at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church.

Grubb, JoAnne, 81, died 11/04/19.  
No Further Details.

Lanning, T. Michael, 73, died 
11/2/19.  Service was held on 
11/08/19 at Northside Church of 
Christ.

Skiles, Stan, 72, died 11/10/19.  
Service was held 11/16/19 at North-
side Church of Christ.

Stephens, Verda, 83, died 
11/11/19.  Service was held 11/18/19 
at the Bethel Life Center.

Weems, Kevin C., 59, died 
11/12/19.  Service was held 11/19/19 
at Strangers Rest Baptist Church, 
KCK. He is survived by: Wife: Kim, 
Son; Kyle, Parent; Camille Harris and 
Charles Weems Sisters; Patricia Gas-
ton, Terri Miller and Karla Robinson, 
Brother, Kristopher C. Weems.

Boyd, Donald A., 82, died 
11/07/19.  Service was held 11/15/19 
at Salem Baptist Church, KCK.

Cook (Woodson), Doris M., 98, 
died 11/12/19.  Service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on 11/23/19 at Thatcher’s 
Funeral Chapel, 1529 N. 5th, KCK. 

Davis, Russell W., 67, died 
10/29/19.  Service was held 11/09/19 
at Christ’s Church of the Jesus Hour, 
KCK

Johnson, George A., 71, died 
11/13/19.  Service will be held at 11 
a.m. on 11/22/19 at Bread of Life 
East Church, 7222 E. Bannister Rd., 
KCMO.

Robinson Jr., Melvin L., 48, died 
11/05/19.  Service was held 11/16/19 

at Eastside Missionary Baptist Church, 
KCMO.

Ross, Deborah A., 63, died 
11/06/19.  Service was held at 
Thatcher’s Funeral Chapel, KCK.

Walker, Marvin A., 67, died 
10/27/19.  Service was held 11/11/19 
at Thatcher’s Funeral Chapel, KCK.

Westbrooks (Prather), Mae F., 
81, died 11/07/19.  Service was held 
11/16/19 at Metropolitan Baptist 
Temple, KCK.

Keeling, Wilbur R., 62, died 
11/06/19.  Service was held 11/15/19 
at at Bowser Johnson Funeral Chapel, 
Topeka.

Miller, Evangelist Inez, 86, died 
11/01/19.  Service was held 11/14/19 
at Bowser Johnson Funeral Chapel, 
Topeka.

Roberts, Asahd I M, newborn, 
died 10/31/19.  Service was held 
11/09/19 at Bowser Johnson Funeral 
Chapel, Topeka.

Roberts, Ashay, C M, newborn, 
died 11/05/19.  Service was held 
11/09/19 at Bowser Johnson Funeral 
Chapel, Topeka.

Galloway (Ferguson), Vera B., 84, 
died 11/12/19.  Service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on 11/22/19 at at Peaceful 
Rest Funeral Chapel, 401 SW Har-
rison, Topeka.

Wheaton, Lois A., 75, died 
11/02/19.  Service was held 11/08/19 
at Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Ellis (Estes), Ellen R., 80, died 
11/02/19. Service was held 11/15/19 
at Southside Christian Church, KCMO.

Jenkins,, Pinky E., 90, died 
10/29/19.  Service was held 11/09/19 
at Lawrence A. Jones & Sons Funeral 

Chapel. KCMO.

Tolliver, James M., 72, died 
11/02/19.  Service was held 11/09/19 
at Lawrence A. Jones & Sons Funeral 
Chapel. KCMO.

Harris Sr., Ronald P., 57, died 
11/01/19.  Service was held 11/08/19 
at ES Eley & Sons Funeral Chapel, 
KCMO

Sholaja, Olubori M., 47, died 
11/09/19.  Service will be held at 10 
a.m. on 11/23/19 at Second Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 5111 Harry S. 
Truman Dr. KCMO

Smith, Marvin F., 74, died 
11/04/19.  Service was held 1/09/19 
at ES Eley & Sons Funeral Chapel, 
KCMO

Eldridge, Lillian, 72, died 
11/12/19.  No Further Details.

Green, Johnnie M., 82, died 
11/08/19.  No Further Details.

Green (Cooper), Tyree N. 39, died 
11/06/19.  Service was held 11/16/19 
at Mt. Carmel COGIC. 

Groves Sr., Terry, 64, died 
11/10/19.  Service was held 11/16/19 
at Duane E. Harvey Funeral Directors.

Kivett, Bishop Gary M., 57, died 
11/10/19. Service was held 11/16/19 
at Mt Carmel COGIC. 

Mercer, Lydia, 73, died 11/17/19.  
No Further Details.

Quarles, Nicole, 42, died 11/10/19.  
Service will be held at 2 p.m. on 
11/23/19 at Duane E. Harvey Funeral 
Directors.

Spearman, David W., 48, died 
11/11/19.  No Further Details.

Roebuck, Paul, 78, died 11/16/19.  
No Further Details.

Yates, Nathaniel G., 84, died 
11/15/19.  No Further Details.

Jackson
Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Old Mission

Wichita

Lawrence A. Jones & 
Sons 

Kansas City

Duane E Harvey

KCMO

Northern Star

Wichita

Northern Star

Kansas City

Thatcher Funeral
Kansas City

Bowser-Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest

Topeka

E S Eley & Sons

KCMO
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A Season of New Beginnings at

Saint Matthew 
Christian Methodist Episcopal

Church

Come Join Us for
Everyone is Welcome!

Our Mission: Renewing Spiritually, Numeri-
cally & Financially as We Build God’s Kingdom.

Rev. Dr. 
Patricia A. Havis,

Pastor
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.  

Sunday Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study - Thursdays 6:30 p.m.

841 N. Cleveland, Wichita / 316-500-7871

W
hen First Baptist Church 
of Kansas City, Kan., was 
born in 1859, its found-

ing families had escaped from the 
South and made their home among 
a community of Wyandotte Natives 
along the Missouri and Kaw rivers 
in Kansas Territory. They held 
services in their homes, starting in 
Aunt Dinah Smith’s residence at the 
edge of the village, what is now the 
southwest corner of Fifth Street and 
State Ave. 

Now, 160 years later, First Baptist 
is celebrating a special anniversary 
on Sun., Nov. 24, at its current 
home at 500 Nebraska Ave., KCK, 
just a block from that original 
location.

The morning service at 10 a.m. 

will feature the message delivered 
by the Rev. Edward A. Cottner 
of Wichita.  Dinner will follow 
morning service and the afternoon 
service will begin at 2 p.m. with 
the Rev. Dr. Robert Baynham. The 
Metropolitan Baptist Temple will 
join in fellowship 
to celebrate the 
occasion.

During its 
early years, 
which were dur-
ing the Civil War, 
First Baptist grew 
as more slaves 
escaped to the 
area, and then 
after the war 
freedmen left op-

pression in the South for economic 
opportunity and settled in KCK. 

The church’s leadership was 
initially a collaboration of a Baptist 
minister (Rev. Joe Strater) and a 
Methodist minister (Rev. Buchan-
an). Eventually, the congregations 

gathered enough members of both 
denominations and they decided 
to split accordingly in 1864. The 
Methodist parishioners formed what 
would become First AME Church 
of KCK, which celebrated its 160th 
anniversary earlier this year.

First Baptist then 
grew from a storefront 
at Fifth and Washington 
Blvd, with 28 members 
(1864) to a 23-by-36-
foot frame building 
in the 600 block of 
Nebraska Ave (about 
1866-81) to their cur-
rent property at 500 
Nebraska Ave.  Their 
brick church was one 
of the first in the city, 

and they had a new organ (about 
1881-1902). 

With several hundred members 
in 1902, First Baptist replaced its 
home of 20 years with a new brick 
building designed by architect 
E.O. Brostrum of KCMO, and this 
structure survives today with some 
additions.   

First Baptist has weathered 
hardships like fires, floods and the 
passage of loved ones, but has been 
blessed with a strong community 
and leaders.

Senior Pastor Cedric L. Rowan, a 
KCMO native who was called to the 
ministry in mid-life, has led First 
Baptist since 2009. 

For more information visit: 
KCFirstBaptistChurch.com. 

D
irk Chaney made a name for 
himself in the world of Gospel.  

The Wichita native, who 
led a music ministry in Atlanta, was 
known internationally for his musical 
artistry in directing, arranging, teach-
ing and his high energy. His talents 
led him to a role in the 1996 Whitney 
Houston movie “The Preacher’s Wife,” 
and he worked with some of Gospel’s 
biggest stars including the late James 
Moore, Dorothy Norwood, the Geor-
gia Mass Choir, Kirk Franklin, Pastor 
Hezekiah Walker and many others. He 
also established his own choir, Dirk 
Chaney & the Chosen Aggregation, 
which recorded two albums.

Since his death at age 33 in 2002, 
his family has kept his legacy alive 

through the Dirk Chaney Memorial 
Workshop, a Gospel music seminar 
that focuses on musical excellence 
and church etiquette.

It’s a continuation of 
the workshop Chaney 
started in 1989 at Wich-
ita’s St. Andrews Baptist 
Church to expose his 
choir to trends that were 
happening in other parts 
of the country.

The 30th annual 
Dirk Chaney Memorial 
Workshop, conducted 
by his sister Aletra 
Chaney-Profit, runs Dec. 
26-28 at 7 p.m. each 
night and concludes 

with a concert at 5 p.m. Dec. 29 at St. 
Andrews Missionary Baptist Church, 
3901 E 25th St. N., Wichita.

Anyone who loves Gospel Music is 

invited to participate in the workshop 
and the public is invited to enjoy the 
workshop concert.

The Workshop is a partnership 
between the Chaney Legacy Founda-
tion and St. Andrews Church.

First Baptist of KCK to Celebrate 160 Years of Service & Blessings

Gospel Workshop Dec. 26-29 Keeps Dirk Chaney’s Legacy Alive

Cottner Rowan


Aletra Chaney-Profit, Dirk Chaney Memorial Workshop conduc-
tor, leads the choir during the 2018 music workshop.
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JCAA’s 2019 Football Champion-
ship will bring rival schools 
Mississippi Gulf Coast (11-0) 

and Lackawanna (10-0) together for a 
showdown on Division II turf, at Kansas’ 
Pittsburg State University. 

No. 1 Mississippi Gulf Coast and No. 
2 Lackawanna will square off on Thur., 
Dec. 5, with kickoff scheduled for 5 p.m. 
The matchup will be the first between the 
two prominent programs. 

Game tickets are $15 general admis-
sion, and available at www.pittstate.edu/
office/ticket-office or call 620-235-4796. 
The game will be televised on CBS Sports.

The night before the game, the teams 
will be guests at the Mpix.com Celebra-
tion Banquet at 6 p.m. Wed., Dec. 4, with 
keynote speaker Bobby Bell, member of 
the Kansas City Chiefs’ 1970 Super Bowl 
Championship Team.

Bell will share inspiring stories of 
his life. Although he was on a national 

collegiate championship football team in 
1960, he left college to go pro – and then 
due to a promise to his father, returned 
to finish his degree 50 years later. His 
coursework included writing a manual 
for youth football and creating and oper-
ating a youth camp; that camp was held 
at a Pittsburg high school with help from 
Pitt State in 2014.  

Banquet tickets are available to the 
public for $25 on a first-come-first-
serve basis and can be ordered by 
emailing Devin Gorman of the Craw-
ford County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau at dgorman@visitcrawford-
county.com, or call 620-231-1212. The 
banquet will be in Pitt State Memorial 
Auditorium.

The Bulldogs won their conference 
title and are riding a 15-game winning 
streak dating back to last season. The 
Bulldogs won the Junior College Cham-
pionship in 1948, eight years before the 
first official NJCAA championship, and 
they also won national championships in 
1971 and 1984 and were co-champions 

in 2007.
The Lackawanna Falcons have their 

own impressive winning streak of 22 
games that spans three seasons, and will 
make their first-ever national champion-
ship appearance. Though it’s the Falcons’ 
first championship game, 20 alumni have 
reached the NFL, including Bryant McKin-
nie, Kevin White, and Mark Glowinski.

The big game will take place in Pitt 
State’s tech-upgraded 96-year-old Carnie 
Smith Stadium.

Constructed in 1923, it’s undergone 
many changes, and since 2001 several 
major upgrades have totaled $10 million. 
With new additions like a $1.7 million 
video board – dubbed the “Jungletron” – 
fans are provided with 2,800 square-feet 
of vibrant video and scoring updates. 
The stadium is widely regarded as one of 
the finest in Division II. In a recent NCAA 
poll, fans ranked it No. 12.

Last year’s championship game 
was also hosted in Pittsburg, with East 
Mississippi topping Kansas’ Garden City 
Community College 10-9.

W
ichita Heights’ Taylor 
Jameson was one of just 
two athletes fon USD 

259’s fall Signing Day selected by 
a Division I school.  

Jameson has played on the var-
sity squad all four years and now 
she’s signed with George Mason 
University to play for their women’s 
basketball team this fall; before 
that, she’s headed to Fairfax, Va., 
for summer conditioning with the 
team. 

“I put in the work behind closed 
doors, so when you see me play in 
the bright lights you can see what 
I have been working on,” Jameson 
said.

Off the court, Jameson is an 
honor-roll student and a hard 
worker for the Greater Wichita 
YMCA. In college she plans to 
major in business management, 
and minor in sports management. 

She has high hopes to play in 
the WNBA one day, and later on 

become the head coach for any 
level program. 

This girl stays busy and is 
committed to her goals. Good luck, 

Taylor Jameson! 

L
ast year was a big one for the 
world of professional Esports. 
The NBA was the first profes-

sional league to take online gaming 
seriously, following the formation of 
the National Association for Collegiate 
Esports (NACE); they held a draft 
in which 102 Esports players were 
selected to participate exclusively in 
their basketball-themed game fran-
chise NBA 2K. 

KU is the newest addition to the 
growing number of Kansas schools 
entering partnership with NACE in 
an effort to join the wave of online 
gaming. The current list of schools 
includes WSU, Pratt, McPherson, 
Kansas Wesleyan, University of Saint 
Mary, Central Christian College, Baker, 
Ottawa, Highland and Fort Scott.

Starting in January 2020, KU will 

compete in “League of Legends.” The 
Jayhawk Esports Team will be com-
posed of current KU students, many of 
whom have already been competing in 
Esports via a student organization, KU 
Gaming Community.

WHAT IS ESPORTS?

Esports, in short, is a form of com-
petitive, organized video gaming. It is 
a global market and in 2017, over 580 
major Esporting events took place. 

However unorthodox, these sport-
ing events draw very large crowds and 
bring in big money. 

According to Newzoo, a research 
company dedicated to tracking the 
trends in connection to games, Esports 
and mobile phone users - it is estimat-
ed that the global audience for Esports 
will grow to 495 million in 2020. 

Their data also shows that 2019 
total revenue streams brought in by 
Esports is $1.1 billion; that figure 
includes sponsorships, media rights, 

advertising, merchandise, tickets and 
game publisher fees. 

Esports players, like traditional 
athletes, can rake in big money. Win-
ning a tournament can mean millions 
of dollars in prize money, which is 
typically shared amongst the winning 
team members.

ESPORTS AT THE COLLEGIATE 

LEVEL? 

Depending on the program and 
school, collegiate Esports varsity mem-
bers are afforded many benefits. 

Gamers will be coached on tech-
nique; they will receive a jersey; team-
mates have access to state-of-the-art 
gaming labs, networking opportunities 
and more. Being a current student in 
any program is standard, and in some 
cases you must be full-time. 

The most significant benefit is ac-
cess to potential grants and scholar-
ships for competing in tournaments.

On Nov. 17, KU held its first tryouts 

for team-building. Since it’s a new pro-
gram, it will start small and compete 
in the most popular event for Kansas 
colleges – “League of Legends.”

As a member of NACE, varsity 
Esports teams have huge opportuni-
ties for competition.  Currently, NACE 
counts more than 175 institutions 
as members. This organization is 
member-driven and was formed to 

help legitimize collegiate Esports by 
guiding members on starting varsity 
programs, providing a network of 
communication between adminis-
trators, a recruiting network and a 
collective voice representing 94% of 
all institutions in the collegiate varsity 
Esports space across North America.

For more info, visit union.ku.edu/
jayhawk-esports.

KU is Latest KS College to Join Esports Boom
By Natania Watie
The Community Voice

Esporting has become the thing on many college campuses.

Pitt State to Host 2019 NJCAA Championship 
Football Game & Banquet w/ KC Chief Bobby Bell 
By Natania Watie
The Community Voice

Student Signs to Play 
Division I Basketball





Taylor

When You Sign, Let Us Know!
Email us your photo and signing info to press@tcvpub.com
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