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Upcoming Issues:  10/10 & 10/24

Upcoming Things to Do on the Cheap or FREE! 

Step Afrika!

2108 South Horton Street  • Fort Scott, KS

Powered by 

The Community Voice 
from myvoicetix.com

Sept 

27 6 - 8 p.m.  •  Wichita 
Wichita State University CAC Theater
See myvoicetix.com for ticketing info

The Aaron Douglas Art Fair
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Topeka
Aaron Douglas Art Park • 12th and Lane • Topeka
Admission and all activities are free.

Sept 

28

16th Annual Gordon Parks Celebration  
See Schedule  • Ft. Scott
Lots of FREE activities some ticketed events 

Oct. 

3-5

Engage ICT and 1A Across America
6 - 8 p.m. • Wichita
Crown Uptown • 3207 E Douglas
Admission is free and open to the public.

Oct. 

8

FEATURED EVENTS
Black Women Empower in Wichita  & 
Langston Alumni / Wichita Presents 

2019 Scholarship  Gala 
7 p.m.  • Wichita
Holiday Inn Select 
Buy tickets @ myvoicetix.com 

Nov

2

Nov

3
HBCU Midwest Classic 
Basketball Game 
3 p.m.  • Wichita
North High, 13th and Rochester 
Buy tickets @ myvoicetix.com 

SEE MORE GREAT THINGS TO DO 
@ MYVOICETIX.COM

Family Skate Night
5-7 p.m.  • Wichita
The Center • 1914 E 11th
$3 and $2 skate rental

Oct. 

13 See myvoicetix.com for a list of 

Halloween Activities  

List your free event  or ticket your paid event 
on myvoicetix.com.

Call 316-681-1155  to set up your account

Midwest Soul VegFest 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. • KCMO
18th & Vine Jazz District  
FREE

Oct. 

12

Celebrate 366
10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.. • Wichita
St. Mark UMC • 1525 N. Lorraine
Free gift card for first 25 attendees.

Oct. 

19

Best Selling Author: Andy Griffiths
6 - 8 p.m.. • Wichita
Watermark Books & Cafe • 4701 E. Douglas

Oct. 

29
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BILLY PORTER 
MAKES HISTORY WITH 

EMMY WIN
Billy Porter, accepted the outstand-

ing lead actor in a drama series award 
for his work in FX's ground-breaking 
"Pose." Porter made history Sept. 22 
by becoming the first openly gay Black 
man to win in this category, according 
to the Television Academy.

Porter's win came after Ben 
Whishaw, who also identifies as gay, 
won the Emmy for supporting actor 

in a limited 
series for 
Amazon's "A 

Very Eng-
lish Scandal." 

Lead actress in a 
limited series winner 

Patricia Arquette 
spoke of a 
need to protect 
transgender 

people from 
persecution.

"Game of 
Thrones" actor 

Peter Dinklage used 
his time accepting 
his fourth win for 

his role in the HBO fantasy show to 
speak about inclusion in general and 
said "I count myself so fortunate to be 
a member of a community that is all 
about tolerance and diversity, because 
nowhere else could I be standing on a 
stage like this."

Porter's Emmy win is notable for an-
other reason. The accomplished stage 
actor already has a Tony and a Grammy 
Award for his work in Broadway's 
"Kinky Boots." He just needs an Oscar 
to achieve the title of EGOT (Emmy, 
Grammy, Oscar, and Tony) winner.

OPRAH SELECTS 
‘THE WATER DANCER’ 

AS NEWEST BOOK 
CLUB PICK

Winfrey appeared on “CBS This 
Morning,” where she called “The Wa-
ter Dancer” 
one of the 
best books 
she's read 
in her entire 
life. 

The novel, 
by author 
Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, fol-

lows a young boy born into slavery who 
discovers he has a mysterious power. 
Winfrey said on Instagram that the 
book is "as beautiful as it is tragic."

"For me, the only thing more thrill-
ing than being captivated by a brilliant 
book is being able to share it with oth-
ers. It will enthrall you. And sometimes 
leave you breathless. #ReadwithUs," 
said Winfrey in a post.

Coates’ novel comes out this week, 
and is the first work of fiction by the 
author and journalist. 

The announcement also marks the 
start of Winfrey’s partnership with 
Apple’s new streaming service, Apple 
TV Plus. An interview with Coates and 
Winfrey will air Nov. 1 on Apple TV 
Plus.

DC’S ONLY BLACK-
OWNED FUNERAL 

PARLOR TO CLOSE 
AFTER 80 YEARS

 Washington, D.C., has lost its only 
Black-owned funeral parlor to gentrifi-
cation, after 80 years in the district.

The Hall Brothers Funeral Home 
only handled four funerals last year, 
the number driven low by the death of 
clientele and locals being driven out by 
gentrification, per NBC News.

The parlor’s owner, 77-year-old 
Richard Ables, says of the neighbor-
hood: “If we saw a White person, we’d 
ask, ‘What are you doing here?’ Now 
it’s the opposite.”

According to the report, the 
property housing the parlor sits 
on a block that is now home to 
an increasing number of young, 
White professionals.

As noted by the Houston 
Chronicle, from the 1950s 
through the 1980s, Hall Brothers 
performed as many as 140 funer-
als a year. 

Ables sold his dying business 
last week for about $2 million, 
more than twice the assessed value, the 
report states.

 RIHANNA’S SAVAGE X 
FENTY SHOW 

NOW STREAMING 
ON AMAZON

On Sept. 20, Rihanna’s star-studded 
Savage X Fenty lingerie show was 
launched on Amazon Prime Video, and 
will be streaming in more than 200 
countries and territories.

Special features of the show includes 
backstage and behind-the-scenes 
footage, with the label’s Fall/Winter 

2019 lingerie collection available for 
purchase via Amazon Fashion.

Among the models on the catwalk at 
the New York Fashion Week event were 
Gigi Hadid, 21 Savage, Laverne Cox, 

Aquaria, 
Christian 
Combs, 
Slick 
Woods 
and Joan 
Smalls.

Amazon 
Studios 
boss 
Jennifer 
Salke said: 

“Rihanna has conquered the worlds 
of music, film, beauty and fashion. 
She has re-invented the idea of what 
fashionable lingerie should be for a 
global customer. The brand authenti-
cally reflects empowering statements of 
inclusivity, body positivity and fun. The 
Savage X Fenty Show promises to be 
ground-breaking and we’re thrilled to 
give our global customers an exclusive 
front row seat.”

Meanwhile, Rihanna’s company 
recently secured $50 million in funding 
from investors, bringing its total invest-
ments to approximately $70 million.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. —  Tour the Pizza Hut Museum 

8 p.m. – Mentalist: Eric Dittelman | $
Location: CAC Theater

5:30-7:30 p.m. —  Sip & See Party at John Bardo Center

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
10-10:30 a.m. – Future Shocker Baby Crawl
Location: Marcus Welcome Center

11 a.m. — WSU Basketball Scrimmage

1-5 p.m. —  Ulrich Museum Fall Exhibitions

1 p.m. — Softball: WSU vs Crowder

8 p.m.-midnight — Cosmic Bowling
Location: Shocker Sports Grill and Lanes
 (Rhatigan Student Center)  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
2 p.m. —  Play: "The Moors" | $
Location: Wilner Auditorim 

� To see a full list of events, visit wichita.edu/openhouse

oct. 4-6

Don’t miss out on three days of

EVENTS, FOOD AND FUN 

FOR THE WHOLE COMMUNITY
at the Wichita State Open House Weekend.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
8 a.m.- 9:30 p.m. - Tour the Pizza Hut Museum

8 p.m. - Mentalist: Eric Dittelman | $

Location: CAC Theater

5:30-7:30 p.m. - Sip & See Party at John  Bardo 

         Center

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
10-10:30 a.m. - Future Shocker Baby Crawl

Location: Marcus Welcome Center

11 a.m. - WSU Basketball Scrimmage

1-5 p.m. - Ulrich Museum Fall Exhibitions

1 p.m. -  Softball: WSU vs Crowder

8 p.m. - midnight - Cosmic Bowling

Location: Shocker Sports Grill and Lanes

        (Rhatigan Student Center)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
2 p.m. - Play: “The Moors” | $

Location: Wilner Auditorium

Rihanna

Coates
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NATIONAL BRIEFS 

National

O
n Nov. 4, 2020, if Democrats 
wake up and a Democrat has 
been elected president, they 

may have something to celebrate, but 
not as much as they would like, unless 
they’ve also won control of the U.S. 
Senate.  

If the GOP has held onto the Senate, 
and Mitch McConnell is still the Senate 
majority leader, McConnell could virtu-
ally keep the president from govern-
ing.  He could keep the new president 

from filling any vacancies on the 
Supreme Court, tie up confirmation 
votes, and not allow debate or votes on 
important legislation. 

That’s why the Democrats realize 
it’s important for them to find a path 
to take control of the senate.  Now, 
thanks to a surprise retirement, Geor-
gia, which has been leaning blue, will 
have two senate seats up for conten-
tion in November 2020.  

Sen. Johnny Isakson (R) announced 

his retirement last month, forcing a 
special election in November 2020 
and Sen. David Perdue’s regular seat is 
also expiring, and also up for election 
in 2020.  

Winning either seat won’t be easy, 
and it looks as though they’ll have to 
do it without their star candidate, Stacy 
Abrams, who garnered national atten-
tion during her 2018 run for Georgia 
governor.  

To win the Senate majority, Demo-

D
emocrat Stacey Abrams, 
former gubernatorial candidate 
in Georgia, announced she 

will not be running for the seat Sen. 
Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.) announced 
he will be vacating for health reasons.  

Abrams had already taken herself 
out of consideration for a 2020 presi-
dential run after garnering national 
attention following her 2018 loosing 
run for governor, and before Isakson’s 
announcement, she had previously 
announced she would not run for the 
Senate against Republican U.S. Sen. 
David Perdue, whose full six-year 
term is up in early 2021.  

SO WHAT IS ABRAMS UP TO? 

In her Georgia gubernatorial race, 
Abrams lost to Brian Kemp, the Re-
publican secretary of state for Georgia 
who was in charge of administering 
the state’s elections, including the one 
where he faced off against Abrams. In 
the months leading up to the election, 
Kemp reportedly stalled more than 
53,000 voter applications, which 
included a disproportionately high 
number of Black voters.

After her loss, Abrams put a 
spotlight on the issues and challenges 
she said voters in Georgia had faced 
and on the issue of voter suppression 
more broadly across the country.

“There are only two things stopping 
us in 2020: that people have a reason 
to vote, and that they have the right 
to vote,” Abrams said last month. “I’ve 
decided to leave it to a whole bunch of 
other people to make sure they have 
a reason to vote."

Last month, Abrams announced 
plans for a multimillion-dollar initiative 

called Fair Fight 2020 to staff and fund 
voter protection teams in battleground 
states across the country ahead of the 
2020 elections.

“We’re going to have a fair fight in 
2020,” Abrams said. “I’m going to use 
my energies, and my very, very loud 
voice to raise the money we need to 
train those across the country in our 
20 battleground states to make sure 
that Donald Trump and the Senate 
take a hike and we put people in place 
who know what we need to have.”

In her fight against voter suppres-
sion, Abrams said, “My job is to be the 
voice of those who don’t think they are 
heard. People who turned in their bal-
lots in good faith only to find they were 
thrown away because their signatures 
didn’t match the card they signed 
10 years ago. My signature doesn’t 
match from Kroger to CVS.”

Abrams mentioned thousands of 
voters who took paid time off from 
work to stand in line for hours only 

to get a provisional ballot at polling 
places.

“Told ‘come back in the next three 
days and make sure it counts,' ” she 
said, “knowing they’re not going to get 
another day off from work.”

Fair Fight 2020 aims to train people 
to work polling places, build a better 
system for counting ballots and launch 
a hotline polling places can use to 
navigate any voting problems.

Abrams didn’t comment on how 
much Fair Fight 2020 would cost, 
but the effort could reportedly cost 
between $4 million and $5 million.

OPEN FOR VICE-PRESIDENT NOD

About possibly being Democrats' 
vice presidential nominee next year, 
Abrams said, “I would be honored to 
be considered by any nominee. But my 
responsibility is to focus on the primary. 
And that means using the primary as 
an opportunity to build the apparatus to 
fight voter suppression.”

Associated Press contributed

COLT SUSPENDS PRODUCTION OF AR-15 
FOR CIVILIAN MARKET

Gun-maker Colt is suspending its production of rifles for the civilian market 
including the popular AR-15, the company said in a shift attributed to changes in 
consumer demand and a market already saturated with similar weapons.

The company said it will focus instead on fulfilling contracts with military and 
police customers for rifles.

“The fact of the matter is that over the last few years, the market for modern 
sporting rifles has experienced significant excess manufacturing capacity,” Colt’s 
chief executive officer, Dennis Veilleux, said in a written statement. “Given this 
level of manufacturing capacity, we believe there is adequate supply for modern 
sporting rifles for the foreseeable future.”

Veilleux said the company, which emerged from bankruptcy in 2016, remains 
committed to the Second Amendment. He said the company is expanding its lines 
of pistols and revolvers.

CALIFORNIA JOINS NEW YORK IN BANNING 
NATURAL HAIR DISCRIMINATION

California has joined New York State in banning racial discrimination against 
people based on their natural hairstyle.  That includes wearing Afros, braids, 
cornrows, fades, Bantu knots, twists and locs.  

Discriminatory practices have often been baked into policies that operate un-
der the veil of “professionalism” or “dress codes.” Even the U.S. military banned 
cornrows by military personnel until 2017.  

New York’s law, signed into law in July, goes into effect Oct. 1.  The California 
law goes into effect Jan. 1.  

The California law, titled the CROWN Act, mandates that the definition of race 
under the employment law also include traits historically associated with race, 
such as hair texture and protective styles. 

“In a society in which hair has historically been one of many determining fac-
tors of a person’s race, and whether they were a second-class citizen, hair today 
remains a proxy for race,” the bill says. “Therefore, hair discrimination targeting 
hairstyles associated with race is racial discrimination.”

Both laws cover workplace and public school discrimination.  

How Georgia Could Help Democrats Win the Senate 

Abrams Rules Out Run for Senate, 
Will Focus on Voter Rights Protection 



crats need to pick up three seats and 
the White House, or four seats without 
the White House. They are looking very 
competitive in about three seats, but 
they also might lose as many as two or 
three seats.

Georgia is part of their equation, but 
only if they get the right candidates. 
This is a state President Trump won by 
five points. 

The growing, diversifying Atlanta 
suburbs have helped make Georgia 
more competitive for Democrats. The 
state is “fundamentally competitive” 
based on its partisan makeup now, says 
one Democrat The Fix talked to. Even 
though she didn’t win, Abrams’ gu-
bernatorial race revealed the partisan 

makeup of Georgia, shifting it slightly 
less red. In addition to winning a ma-
jority of younger and non-White voters, 
Abrams won a majority of women.

Democrats argue that even without 
Abrams running they can make a state-
wide race in Georgia competitive.

While Abrams got 48.8% of the vote 
in her 2018 governor’s race, Democrat 
John Barrow got 48.7% of the vote in 
his attempt to be secretary of state, 
suggesting that Democrats – not just 
Stacy Abrams – can be competitive in 
Georgia.  

Republicans are already on the 
defensive in seven of the 10 most 
competitive races this year.  

Associated Press contributed





I
n the month-and-a-half since 
Kansas City man Ricky Kidd was 
freed from 23 years of wrongful 

imprisonment, he has been shaping 
a new life, and citizens are calling for 
the attorney who prosecuted his case 
to lose her current job.

Protestors say that attorney Amy 
McGowan has a history of misconduct 
and withholding evidence. Now in the 
District Attorney’s Office for Douglas 
Co., Kan., in a case that attracted na-
tional criticism, McGowen prosecuted 
University of Kansas student Albert 
Wilson for rape.  Similar to Kidd’s 
case, there was no evidence tying 
Wilson to the crime.   

EVIDENCE IGNORED

Kidd was convicted for a 1996 
double-homicide in Kansas City, Mo. 
He had two alibis. He said he’d been 
with his girlfriend that day and, at the 
time of the murders, was at the Jack-
son Co., Mo., sheriff's office to apply 
for a gun permit. 

That evidence wasn't vetted by 
Kidd's public defender or heard at 
trial. Kidd also believed he’d been 
mistakenly identified as his uncle, 
who was later implicated in the crime 
but never arrested. In 2016, Kansas 
City police board member and civic 
leader Alvin Brooks wrote a letter to 
Missouri’s governor advocating Kidd’s 
innocence, citing the evidence and 
naming the alleged guilty parties, but 
received no action. 

"There was evidence back at the 
time of the trial in 1996-97 that we 
knew who the three perpetrators 
of this crime were. There's been 
evidence all along it wasn't Ricky, and 
it was the three real perpetrators and 
it still took over 20 years for the truth 
to really come to light," said Rachel 
Wester, attorney with the Midwest In-
nocence Project, which worked to get 
Kidd exonerated.

In August, Missouri Circuit Court 
Judge Daren Adkins ruled that 

prosecutors from the original trial 
withheld evidence relied on shaky wit-
ness testimony, and reconfirmed there 
was no physical evidence tying Kidd to 
the murders.  

The judge insisted Missouri had to 
decide if it would pursue a new trial 
within the next 30 days. If it decided 
not to do so, Kidd would be a free 
man for good. Missouri didn’t pursue 
a new trial, and Kidd remains free.

PROTESTING THE PROSECUTOR

McGowan, who was one of Kidd’s 
prosecutors, has been with the District 
Attorney's Office for Douglas County 
for 14 years.  Citizens who are protest-
ing her said her history of trying cases 
is riddled with trouble, and that Ricky 
Kidd's release is proof of that.

"What do we want? Amy gone! 
When do we want it? Now!" protesters 
said during a Lawrence rally in mid-
September.

In 2013, the Kansas Supreme Court 
vacated a 52-month sentence against 
a man convicted of attempted child 
exploitation because McGowan made 
comments during the man’s sentenc-
ing that violated his plea deal. Several 
other cases have been appealed based 
on errors and improper comments by 

McGowan, say FOX4-TV Kansas City 
and the Lawrence Journal-World.  In 
several of those cases, McGowan’s 
action were ruled in violation of court 
standards, but did not result in the 

convictions being overturned.  
The Albert Wilson rape case that 

she prosecuted this year is now in the 

D
espite a new law authorizing 
compensation for the wrong-
fully convicted, KS Atty General 

Derek Schmidt has denied a request 
to compensate Lamonte McInytre.  

McIntyre spent 23 years in prison 
for a 1994 double murder he did not 
commit.  

Last year, Kansas became the 33rd 
state to offer compensation to people 
who were wrongly imprisoned. The 
state is required to pay $65,000 for 
each year they spent behind bars. And 
Schmidt is now tasked with recom-
mending to the state's finance counsel 
whether compensation should be 
approved.

Under the new state law, McIntyre 
is owed more than $1.5 million, edu-
cational assistance and counseling, as 
well as other social services. 

When then-Gov. Jeff Colyer signed 
the legislation last year clearing the 
way for the wrongfully convicted to 
be compensated, he 
offered McIntyre and 
two other men whose 
convictions were 
overturned an apology 
and a promise.

"We will make it 
right," Colyer told the 
three men.

The other two men, 
Floyd Scott Bledsoe and Richard 
Jones, have already received more 
than $1 million in compensation.  

In a court filing to answer Mc-
Intyre's claim for financial relief, 
Schmidt wrote: "The State of Kansas 
asks that claimant take nothing by his 
petition."

Despite the reams of affidavits and 
case files that led Wyandotte County 
to drop the charges against McIntyre, 

Schmidt claims his in-
nocence has not been 
proven as required by 
law. 

All of those documents 
were sent to the attorney 
general, but Schmidt 
still wants to challenge 
it, though no physical 
evidence ties him to the 

crime, no motive was ever established, 
and two witnesses have testified that 
they were coerced into identifying 
McIntyre as the shooter by Roger 
Golubski, who was then a detec-
tive in Kansas City, Kan., and Terra 
Morehead, who was a Wyandotte Co. 
assistant prosecutor.
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Protests Grow Against Prosecutor as Kidd Adjusts to New Life
The prosecutor for Ricky Kidd, freed after 23 years for 
wrongful imprisonment, is the same attorney who 
prosecuted KU student Albert Wilson for rape.  
Same question in both cases: “Where’s the evidence?”  

McIntyre

McIntyre Denied Compensation for Wrongful Conviction  



A
lbert Wilson was a college 
student out for an evening of fun 
that changed his life. He met a 

17-year-old female at a Lawrence bar 
in Sept. 2016, made out with her there, 
then accompanied her to his house – 
where she said she was raped, but he 
says they made out and clothes stayed 
on. They were gone a total of 15-20 
minutes. 

Despite a lack of evidence, Asst. 
District Atty. Amy McGowan prosecuted 
and won a conviction against Wilson.  

An affidavit says the female went to a hospital the next day for a rape 
exam. A month later the female reported the incident as a rape. A month 
after that, Wilson was interviewed by police. A year later, in 2017, Wilson 
was arrested and charged. In early 2019, he was tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to serve 12 years plus lifetime probation and sex offender 
registration. 

The female gave dramatic testimony of being diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress disorder, but McGowan presented no physical evidence of 
rape aside from a photo of what was supposedly the female’s bruised inner 
thigh and DNA of Wilson’s saliva on her chest via kissing. 

Observers said the case boiled down to she-said-he-said with a White 
victim and White jury against an African-American defendant. Wilson had 
no previous problems with the law.

Albert Wilson Rape Conviction: 
Case of He Said vs. She Said

Wilson

Ricky Kidd leaving prison in August after being exonerated. The prosecutor 
in Kidd’s case was also the prosecutor in the case of Albert Wilson earlier this 
year. Both were tried and convicted without physical evidence.  
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K
ansas Gov. Laura Kelly had cer-
emonial signing events in Wichita 
on Sept. 16 for two bills passed 

by the Legislature earlier this year, one 
to boost adult education into workforce 
growth and the other to increase voting 
access.

The governor went to the historic 
Sedgwick Co. Courthouse to sign Senate 
Bill 130, which allows voters in any 
county in the state to cast ballots at any 
polling place in their county on Election 
Day, at the discretion of the county elec-
tion official.   

The bill also requires county election 
officers to make an attempt to contact 
each voter who submits an advance 
voting ballot without a signature or with 
a signature that does not match the 
signature on file and allow the voter to 
correct the deficiency before the final 
county canvass.

The bill was officially signed by the 
governor in April and will go into effect 
once regulations and equipment are in 
place – but they aren’t yet. So, voters 
should still vote at their designated 
locations on Election Day. (Advance 
voting at any location is available in 

some counties).
SB 130 was advocated by state 

Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau, Sedgwick 
Co. Election Commissioner Tabitha 
Lehman, and election commissioners 
across Kansas. 

In lifting the polling place restric-
tion, SB 130 will allow Sedgwick Co. to 
release a phone app in the near future 
to find out which site is nearest and/or 

one you can get in and out of the quick-
est. Other counties with more than one 
polling location may follow.

In past elections over 1,000 ballots 
in Sedgwick Co. have not been counted 
due to duly registered voters casting 
ballots at polling sites that were consid-
ered "the wrong one."

At Goodwill Industries, the governor 
signed the AO-K to Work Bill that will 

expand adult education opportunities 
and help Kansas companies find more 
skilled workers.

AO-K stands for Accelerated 
Opportunities-Kansas, and will allow 
adults who have not earned their 
Kansas high school diploma to study in 
college programs.  When they complete 
their program, they will be awarded a 
high school equivalency and then they 

will be able to immediately enter the 
workforce.    

Goodwill Vice President Chris Stanyer 
said the bill brings hope for the future to 
Kansans who want to improve their lives. 
Stanyer says many adults face challenges 
in working several jobs and raising a 
family, and it has been difficult for them 
to continue their education.

R
esearchers at Kansas State 
University's Olathe campus 
are helping Kansas hemp 

growers clear the smoke when it 
comes to knowing the levels of 
delta-9 THC and CBD concentra-
tions in their crop.  The level of 
THC – the psycho active sub-
stance that makes you feel high 
– is the major difference between 
hemp and marijuana.  

The Kansas Department of Ag-
riculture requires testing be done 
on every hemp crop to ensure 
delta-9 THC levels are not above 
the legal limit of 0.3%

Growers can voluntarily send 
samples of their hemp crop to the 
Postharvest Physiology Lab at 
K-State Olathe to get the samples 
analyzed and quantified for five 
hemp-based cannabinoids, includ-
ing delta-9 HTC and CBD. Results 
are confidential and given to grow-
ers in 3-5 business days.

Changes to the 2018 Farm Bill 
made it possible for Kansas and 

41 other states to grow hemp as 
an alternative industrial crop. Kan-
sas made 2019 its pilot year for 
small-scale hemp production and 
is vying to be America's capital for 
hemp production. Missouri will al-
low limited hemp farming in 2020.

Hemp can be used to create 
fabric, paper, biofuel, plastics, 
health foods, cosmetics, building 
materials and more.

The K-State’s Postharvest 
Physiology Lab is the only state-
licensed testing facility in Kansas 
outside of the Kansas Department 
of Agriculture, or KDA, and uses 
the same testing methods.

"We help growers check their 
crop's THC levels before the regu-
latory testing is done by the KDA. 
We also are providing growers 
with their crop's CBD levels, which 
will help them better market their 
product," said director Eleni Plia-
koni, associate professor of urban 
food production and postharvest 
handling.

Delta-9 THC levels in hemp are 
significantly lower than those in 
marijuana. The delta-9 THC levels 
of hemp can rise, though, if the 
plant becomes stressed by dry 
conditions, wind or other weather 
events. 

Bills for Adult Ed and Voting Access Signed by Gov. 

M
ore students will qualify for Kan-
sas public universities under new 
admission standards approved by 

the state Board of Regents.
The board voted unanimously to 

eliminate a rule that required high school 
students to take specific courses in Eng-
lish, math and science before attending 
the universities. Class rank also will no 
longer be considered for admissions, and 
most students with a C or C+ GPA will be 
accepted at a majority of the universities, 
The Wichita Eagle reported.

Regents said under the new standards, 
87% of Kansas high school graduates 
will qualify for admission to Wichita State 
University, Emporia State University, Fort 
Hays State University and Pittsburg State 
University.

The standards for those four universi-
ties will be an ACT score of 21 or a GPA of 
2.25. Kansas State University will require a 
21 ACT score or a 3.25 GPA.

The only change at the University of 

Kansas will be dropping the curriculum 
requirement. Students there will still need 
an ACT score of 21 and a GPA of 3.25, or 
an ACT score of 24 and a GPA of 3.0.

It wasn't immediately clear whether 
the new requirements will take effect 
next fall. Board documents said several 
education regulations would need to be 
changed before the new requirements are 
implemented.

Rather than requiring specific courses, 
the universities’ high school students will 
need to complete 21 classes, or "units," in 
specific areas, including four units of Eng-
lish and three units each of math, natural 
science and social science.

The new standards change requirements 
that have been in place since 2001. Before 
that, the state allowed any Kansas high 
school graduate to attend its universities.

"We aimed to really simplify the process 
and we tried to take out some of the bureau-
cracy," said Daniel Archer, the Regents' vice 
president for academic affairs.

Standards Change Means More 
Will Qualify for Kansas Colleges

Is That Hemp or Marijuana?  K-State 
Lab Now Testing Kansas Hemp Crop 

PHOTOS: (Left) Gov. Kelly signs Senate Bill 130 with (L) Sedgwick County 
Election Commissioner Tabitha Lehman and bill sponsor KS state Sen. 
Oletha Faust Goudeau as other elected officials look on. 

(Right) Showing their support of the legislation were: (Front) Dr. Sharon Cran-
ford, KAAAC Executive Director Kenya Cox, and Sen. Faust-Goudeau, (Back) 
Terrill Florence, Pastor Bobby Love, Dr. Robert Weems, and Joseph Elmore. 

 





and how the services provided by the 
Gill/Williams saved their life.  Other 
guest artist includes, Ms. Ira Wright, 
Minister of Music at Alive Community 
Church and God’s Glory of Greater 
Pentecostal Temple. 

This is a free event; however, 
donations are welcome.  

Also for Domestic Violence Pre-
vention Month, on Oct. 25, Friends 

of Yates will hold their “19th Annual 
Awards and Community Luncheon.  

According to the KBI 2017 report, 
one domestic violence murder oc-
curs every nine days in Kansas. One 
domestic violence incident occurs 
every 23 minutes and Kansas Law 
Enforcement make one domestic 
violence arrest every 41 minutes and 
24 second.  

Millennials Say Downtown KCK is 
Up-and-Coming Neighborhood
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Kansas City News

H
opes that Kansas City would 
decriminalize possession of 
up to 100 grams of mari-

juana are on hold, city officials say.
Right now, if you're caught with 

under 35 grams you pay $25 and 
more than 35 grams carries a $500 
fine. A proposed city ordinance 
would raise the legal amount to 100 
grams, with no fine for less than 
that. 

The Public Safety Committee was 
scheduled to vote on the proposed 
ordinance on Sept. 25, but has 
postponed it.

Cigarettes typically have less than 
2 grams of tobacco. So, 100 grams 
would be about two-and-a-half to 
three packs.

Recreational marijuana is still not 
legal in Missouri, but attitudes are 
changing in Kansas City.

In November, Jackson County 
Prosecutor Jean Peters baker said 
she would no longer prosecute 
simple marijuana cases. And, Mayor 

Quinton Lucas said in his campaign 
he would work to pardon people 
with simple weed charges.

“I do believe, frankly, we do need 
to get closer to the decriminaliza-
tion of marijuana, and I think at 
the local level we’ve done a good 
amount of it and we’ll continue to 
work toward those steps,” Lucas 
said.

Kansas City police says officers 
are ready to adapt after the possible 
shift in penalties.

"Drug-related laws are on the 
books, and we enforce them as 
they’re passed, and if they changed 
we would change enforcement to 
the extent of the amount would 
differ from what we’re used to now," 
Sgt. Jake Becchina told KCTV 5.

Police say most of the drug-relat-
ed crimes they deal with surround 
marijuana sales or use. They say it’s 
too early to know if the ordinance 
would increase or decrease the 
overall load for police.

Decriminalizing up to 100 grams of 
Marijuana Put on Hold by Officials 



D
owntown KCK, includ-
ing the Strawberry Hill 
neighborhood, has been 

picked as an up-and-coming 
neighborhood in a survey of 
area millennials.

Highline Partners, a KC-based 
branding and marketing firm 
focused on places, spaces and 
transformational real estate 
projects, conducted a semi-
annual survey of millennials to 
better understand their local 
neighborhood preferences and 
determine how millennials 
perceive these neighborhoods as 
potential destinations for their 
next move.

Questions included “When 
deciding where to move, what 
factors are important?” and 
“Which neighborhoods are 

most desirable for owning vs. 
renting?”

The survey comes two years 
after the company’s 2017 
inquiry to see if national trends 
aligned with their understanding 
of the KC market.

For the survey, 400 quali-
fied millennial respondents, 
aged 20-39 and living in the KC 
metro, shared their thoughts. 
River Market, Crossroads and 
Brookside/Waldo ranked high 
among their preferences.

In addition to the over-
all neighborhood rankings, 
Highline selected four up-and-
coming neighborhoods that have 
the most “buzz” in development 
circles: Downtown KCK, West 
Bottoms, the Troost corridor, 
and East Crossroads.



O
ctober is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month and the 
Friends of Yates, who operate 

the Della Gill/Joyce H. Williams Center 
for survivors of domestic violence and 
their dependent children, are holding 
the 4th Annual Evening of Praise, 
“Friends Saving Lives through Praise” 
to bring awareness to this social ill as 
well as to raise funds to provide vital 
services to victims experiences abuse 
in the community.  

The Benefit event will be held Sun., 
Oct. 6, 3:30 p.m. at Forest Grove Bap-
tist Church, 1417 N. 9th St, KCK. This 
event will feature, world renowned 
artist Pastor Stevie Wakes of Olivet 
Institutional Baptist Church, KCK, 
and other amazing Kansas City talent. 
Attendees will hear the powerful testi-
mony of a domestic violence survivor 

Friends Saving Lives Through Praise Will 
Bring Attention to Domestic Violence 

K
M-THE Realty 6, owners of the 
124-unit low-income Crest-
wood Apartments in Kansas City 

KS has had a foreclosure filed against 
them by Fannie Mae, the Federal 
organization that backed their loan. 

The foreclosure was not for non-
payment, it was for failing to keep 
the properties up to 
standards.  According 
to a KMBC report, in a 
lawsuit filed in Wyan-
dotte County District 
Court, the filing was 
due to the company’s 
failure to “fully repair” 
about $190,000 worth 
of items at Crestwood 
Apartments outlined in 
a January inspection.  
The repairs reportedly 
rose to the level of 
life-safety violations. 

The lack of action 
on the repairs, the 
foreclosure lawsuit 

says, put the company in default of 
a $2.9 million loan backed by Fan-
nie Mae. Fannie Mae is demanding 
roughly $2.5 million of the loan after 
credits applied, plus interest, accord-
ing to court documents.  

Apartment investor Michael Fein is 
named in a lawsuit. KM-TEH report-

edly owns 11 properties and about 
1,600 units in the Kansas City area, 
many of which are also in bad repair.  

KMBC 9 Investigates has uncovered 
multiple complaints from residents 
and public officials at several of KM-
TEH investors’ properties across the 
metro.

Kansas City “Slum” Landlord 
Sued by Federal Mortgage Backer

YATES RECEIVES FAMILY VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION GRANT 

Maybe property improvements may be coming at Crestwood and other apartments owned 
by KM-THE, thanks to the actions of Federal Mortgage Backer Fannie Mae.  

More than $1.2 million from the Federal Family Violence Prevention 
and Services Act (FVPSA) grant program has been awarded to com-
munities across Kansas, Gov. Laura Kelly said. Of that money Friends 
of Yates in Kanss City, KS received $70,149.  

 “It takes great courage to leave an abuser. Oftentimes, victims need 
to leave a dangerous situation quickly,” Kelly said. “Housing and other 
resources must be available to keep our survivors and children safe. 
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WHAT’S ON YOUR PLATE? 
ON SEPT. 28

Free and reduced lunch programs like WIC and 
SNAP may be changing. 

What’s on Your Plate? – a family event about 
child nutrition guidelines – will be held Sat.. Sept. 
28, from 9:30 a.m. to noon at the Community Health 
Council of Wyandotte Co., 803 Armstrong Ave., KCK. 
“Whether you’re 5 or 75 years, you have a stake in 
policies that impact hunger and opportunities in 
our community,” the council says.

This year a new version of the Child Nutrition 
Reauthorization is being worked on in Congress, 
and there could be changes to programs like the 
free and reduced lunch programs. This event is 
free, and there will be refreshments and fun family 
activities. RSVP at http://bit.ly/2KvsHDz.

‘S WORD’ SCREENING & 
DISCUSSION FOR SUICIDE 

PREVENTION MONTH
September is Suicide Prevention Month, and the 

Olathe Public Library is showing a free screening of 
the documentary “The S Word” on Sun., Sept. 29, 
at 2-4:30 p.m. at the Olathe Downtown Library, 201 
E. Park St. The film follows a suicide-attempt survi-
vor’s mission to find fellow survivors and document 
their stories of unguarded courage, insight, pain, 

and humor. Along the way, she discovers a national 
community rising to transform personal struggles 
into action. The screening includes a panel discus-
sion on suicide prevention. Refreshments will be 
provided. Free admission.

INPUT NEEDED FOR 
AIRPORT

CONSTRUCTION JOBS 
Community input sessions are under way to de-

termine what support is needed for Kansas Citians 
interested in careers in construction on the Kansas 
City Airport. Feedback is needed by employers to 
understand barriers that metro area residents ex-
perience. It will help them provide more effective 
services such as paid workforce training, child 
care, and transport to and from job sites.

Upcoming sessions: are Oct. 1, 6:30 p.m. 
West Central Missouri Community Action Agency, 
208 W. Walnut, Raymore, Mo.; Oct. 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Leavenworth Public Library – Jahn Meeting Room, 
417 Spruce St., Leavenworth, Kan.; and Oct. 9, 
6:30 p.m. at Harrisonville Chamber of Commerce 
– Downtown Square, 106 S. Independence St., 
Harrisonville, Mo.

If you can’t attend, take the survey online at 
surveymonkey.com/r/KCIAirport, or for info contact 
kerri@amazingtraditions.com.

MAKE KC MORE 
AGE FRIENDLY

AARP is aiming to help towns, cities and regions 
become more livable for people of all ages. It will 
host an interactive event to make Kansas City more 
age friendly, with info about international best 
practices for creating people-oriented cities. 

The AARP Age-Friendly Cities Idea Lab will 
be Thurs., Oct. 10, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Reardon 
Convention Center, 520 Minnesota Ave, KCK. The 
morning session will address community engage-
ment, and the afternoon session will look at parks 
and public places. RSVP at https://aarp.cvent.com/
IdeaLab1010.

JAZZ-BLUES SCHOLARSHIP 
BENEFIT BY 

SUMNER ALUMNI
KCK’s Sumner High School Alumni Association 

is hosting its seventh annual Jazz and Blues Benefit 
for Educational Scholarships, featuring Da’Truth 
Band on Sat., Oct. 12, 3-7 p.m. at the Overland 
Park Holiday Inn, 8787 Reeder Rd. Donation is 
$45 and includes hors d’oeuvres, a complimentary 
drink and cash bar.

JEALOUS & JUSTICE GROUP 
TO BE HONORED AT RACE, 

PLACE & DIVERSITY DINNER
Each year, Kansas City 

Friends of Alvin Ailey honors 
an individual whose words 
and actions demonstrate their 
advocacy for diversity and 
commitment to inclusion. This 
year’s annual Race, Place & 
Diversity Dinner will honor 
former NAACP CEO Ben Jeal-
ous and Allies for Racial Jus-
tice on Fri., Oct. 25, with VIP 
reception  at 5:30 p.m. and 
dinner at 7 p.m. at the Westin 
Crown Center Hotel.

Jealous was the youngest 
president in the history of the 

NAACP and is now affili-
ated with the Silicon Valley 
venture capital firm Kapor 
Capital. Allies for Racial 
Justice was created in 2016 
in response to the racial 
turmoil and division across 
the country arising from 
systemic issues of police 
brutality toward the African 
American community. It has 
hosted community forums 
and panel discussions on 
race and the justice system; 
movie and documentary 
discussions; and national 
speakers on equity in educa-

tion and understanding White privilege.

FOOD CO-OP FILM 
SCREENING AT 
KCK LIBRARY

“Food for Change” tells the little-known story 
of the cooperative movement in the United States 
from the Great Depression to the present, showing 
Thurs., Oct. 10, 6-8 p.m. at KCK Public Library, 625 
Minnesota Ave.

With the new local grocery co-op under way, 
the community can discuss the history of food 
cooperatives and what bringing a food co-op such 
as The MERC Co+op could mean. Discussion will 
following the film.

DINING WITH DIABETES 
PROGRAM

Nutrition and physical activity are keys to man-
aging your type 2 diabetes, but unsure where to 
start? K-State’s Dining with Diabetes program can 
help. This four-part class series will be held at the 
Turner Recreation Commission, 831 S. 55th Street, 
KCK, 6-7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays – Oct. 30, Nov. 
6, 13, and 20.

Designed especially for people with type 2 dia-
betes, this program will help you learn the skills 
needed to promote good health. Dining with Dia-
betes is taught by trained and caring educators. The 
program includes: Planning meals and snacks with 
delicious and healthy recipes; Cooking demonstra-
tions and food sampling; Motivation and support; 
Ideas for being more active; and Understanding 
how diabetes affects your overall health.

Registration and payment of $20 is required 
by Fri., Oct. 25. Call 913-299-9300 or email Jo 
McLeland at jo1@ksu.edu to register or for ad-
ditional information.

ADOPT-A-SPOT TO 
BEAUTIFY WYCO WITH 

LITTER CLEANUP
The cities of KCK, Bonner Springs and Edwards-

ville are teaming-up to make Wyandotte County litter 
free through a grassroots, citizen based program 
called Adopt-A-Spot. It’s open to families, youth 
organizations, civic groups, non-profits, churches, 
schools, social organizations, retiree organizations, 
and city, county, or state agencies.

Program sponsors will receive an on-site Adopt-
A-Spot sign with their group name printed on it after 
performing at least three cleanup events during a 
two-year period. The event will officially launch 
at 9 a.m. Sat., Sept. 28, with the mayors of KCK, 
Bonner Springs and Edwardsville at Alvey Park, 
Metropolitan Avenue and 49th Street South in KCK. 

At this time, 34 parks, 15 portions of streets, and 
66 Land Bank properties are eligible for adoption. 
The program is accepting location reservations 
now. For info and adoptable spots, visit www.
wycokck.org/SOAR/Adopt.aspx.



 9

S
E

P
T. 2

6
, 2

0
1
9    |     T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 V
O

IC
E

Wichita News

T
he Kansas African American 
Museum (TKAAM) will hold its 
2019 Trailblazers Gala event at 6 

p.m. Sat., Oct. 5, at the Hyatt Regency, 
sponsored by Cox Business. 

Each year TKAAM honors three 
community leaders at the annual 
Hall of Fame induction ceremony 
recognizing their perseverance and 
achievements. To reserve tables for 
the celebration, contact TKAAM at 
316-262-7651 or purchase single 
seats online at TKAAMuseum.org.

The gala theme is “Honoring 

Our Past, Celebrating Our Present 
& Embracing Our Future,” and will 
honor Deltha Colvin, associate vice 
president for special programs, 
Wichita State University’s Division of 
Diversity and Community Engagement; 
Greg “Hitman” Williams, program 
director and on-air personality, 
Power 93.5 Entercom Radio; and 
the late multi-platform artist Gordon 
Parks. Keynote speaker will be Kevin 
Willmott, University of Kansas profes-
sor, film director and Oscar-winning 
screenwriter.

Colvin, as longtime director of Up-
ward Bound, has assisted thousands 
of students to graduate high school 
and obtain college degrees. Colvin 
also monitors the TRIO programs 
and writes grants to get services for 
students who may need the help. 
Her programs serve limited income, 
first-generation students, students 
with disabilities, and students in foster 
care. She says WSU has more TRIO 
(10) and GEAR UP (6) programs than 
any postsecondary institution in the 
country.

Williams is one of the 
most well-known voices 
in Wichita, growing up 
and spending most of 
his 40-plus professional 
years on radio airwaves 

here.  Under his leadership, starting 
in 2000, Power 93.5 has been one of 
the city’s longest-running and one of 
the country’s top-rated contemporary 
music radio stations. He’s won na-
tional awards for his work. Williams 
has also regularly used his platform 
to help charitable causes and people 
in need. 

Parks (1912-2006), a native of Fort 
Scott, Kan., and the son of a farmer, 
gained fame as a photographer with 
the popular magazine Life. Later 
he became Hollywood’s first major 
African-American director, making 
“The Learning Tree,” based on his 
own book, and the first version of 
“Shaft,” which sparked the Blaxpoita-
tion genre. He was a Civil Rights activ-
ist, co-founded Essence magazine, 

composed music, painted, and was a 
best-selling 
author. 
This year 
marks 
the 50th 
anniver-
sary of his 
film “The 
Learning 
Tree.”

Keynote 
speaker Willmott is a longtime inde-
pendent filmmaker and film professor 
at the University of Kansas. He’s gained 
international acclaim as a screen-
writer for Spike Lee’s “Chi-Raq” and 
“BlacKkKlansman,” for which he won 
an Academy Award.

TKAAM Trailblazers to be Honored at Gala on Oct. 5

R
epublican and former Army Capt. Patrick 
Penn announced a campaign for the 85th 
District House seat.

"With the support of my family, friends and the 
former representatives of the district, Steve Brunk 
and Chuck Weber, I am compelled to run for this 
position to bring integrity and decency back to the 
people of the 85th District," said Penn. "I share the 
values of the district, and my upbringing leads me 
to challenge those who harm children."

Raised in foster care, Patrick Penn over-
came the tragedy of abuse and neglect to be-
come a proud family man with a distinguished 
record of service to our country. Growing up, 
he learned the importance of faith, family, and 
hard work.

Penn joined the United States Army upon 
graduating high school, where he served 
admirably in the war on terror in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan on multiple tours of duty, including 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring 
Freedom, and Operation Inherent Resolve. Highly 
decorated, he received the Meritorious Service 
Medal and the Combat Action Badge, before retir-
ing at the rank of Captain in 2017.

"My story is a story of overcoming obstacles. I 

understand that running against an incumbent is a 
momentous task," said Penn. "But I am up to the 
challenge, and with the support of Republicans in 
the district, we will win."

While serving his country, Penn graduated from 
Colorado State University with a degree in criminol-
ogy and earned his master’s degree in applied 
information technology from the George Mason 
University Volgenau School of Engineering.

Continuing his commitment to our nation, Penn 
put his 20 years of 
service and education to 
work for Textron Aviation 
Defense in Wichita as 
a program manager, 
leading the $14.5m T-6 
Trainer upgrade project 
for the Department of 
Defense.

Penn is a Sunday 
school teacher and vol-

unteer at Central Christian Church, and his children 
attend Central Christian Academy.

Patrick Penn is a dedicated husband to Talia, and 
father to Jaden, Josiah, Amariah, and Gabriella. His 
family is proud to call Northeast Wichita home.

M
onique Centeno will 
be Sedgwick County’s 
newest judge following 

her swearing in ceremony this 
Fri., Sept 27, 3:30 p.m. in the 
Sedgwick County Courthouse, 
Courtroom 9-1.  The public is 
invited to attend.

Centeno was appointed 
by Gov. Laura Kelly to fill the 
term of retiring Chief Judge 
James Fleetwood. Judge Centeno will be 
only the second African-American woman to 
serve as a judge in the 18th Judicial District 
and only the 10th woman. The only other 
African-American female judge to serve the 
District was Judge Jennifer Jones. 

Of the 28 judges in the 18th District, 
with Centeno’s addition, only four are cur-
rently women. Prior to Centeno, Judge Greg 
Waller was the last African-American judge 
to serve on the bench. Judge Jones served 
from 1994 to 2014, when he was defeated.

Judges in Sedgwick Co. are elected 
and serve four-year terms. When a judge 
retires in the middle of a term, the governor 
appoints a new judge to finish out the term. 
The Division 11 position to which Centeno is 
being appointed will be on the ballot in 2020.

Centeno will be sworn in by the honor-
able Anthony Powell, Kansas Court of 
Appeals.  

“Monique is a talented attorney, and I am 
confident she will serve Sedgwick County 
and the state well,” Kelly said. “Monique’s 
commitment to the legal profession and the 
community have prepared her for service on 

the bench, and she will be an 
excellent judge.”

Centeno is a trial attorney 
at Wall Huntington Law 
Firm in Wichita, where she 
represents individual clients 
in personal injury and civil 
rights. Her prior experience 
includes nine years as an as-
sistant public defender in the 
Sedgwick County Public De-

fender’s Office. Centeno is also active in the 
community as a member of the American 
Association for Justice, Kansas Trial Law-
yers Association, Kansas Women Attorneys 
Association, Wichita Bar Association, and a 
repeat volunteer with the Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) program.

Centeno was born in Brooklyn, NY, and 
traveled extensively throughout childhood 
while her father served in the United States 
Army. She graduated from the University of 
Kansas in 2000, and earned her juris doctor 
from Washburn University School of Law 
in 2005.

“I’m eager to get to work and continue 
serving my community in my new role,” 
Centeno said. “I take the opportunity to 
serve as a district judge very seriously, and 
I thank Gov. Kelly for trusting me to handle 
this important position. Every person who 
appears in court before me will be heard 
and respected, and I look forward to working 
with our legal community and my colleagues 
on the bench to continue improving the 
services the court provides to Sedgwick 
County.”

Patrick Penn To Challenge Michael 
Capps In Kansas House District 85

Judge Centeno to Take Oath on Sept. 27

Centeno

Penn

Colvin Williams Parks

Willmott
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FREE FLU SHOTS 

OCT. 19
Free flu vaccines will be available at six 

Wichita locations on Sat., Oct. 19, from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m., courtesy of The University 
of Kansas School of Pharmacy and United 
Way of the Plains as part of the 10th Annual 
Operation Immunization.

Locations include: GraceMed, 1122 
N. Topeka St.; Guadalupe Clinic, 2825 S. 
Hillside St.; Guadalupe Clinic, 940 S. Saint 
Francis; HealthCore Clinic, 2707 E. 21st 
St.; Hunter Health Clinic, 527 N. Grove St.; 
Café con Leche, North High School, 1437 N. 
Rochester St.

Vaccines will be provided first come, first 
serve to eligible patients while supplies last. 
Children must be six years old and accom-
panied by a parent or guardian.

Additional support for the immuniza-
tion clinic is provided by Guadalupe Clinic, 
GraceMed, KU School of Medicine-Wichita 
JayDoc Community Clinic, Dandurand 
Drugstore, Wichita Academy of Pharma-
cists, HealthCore Clinic, Hunter Health and 
Walgreens.

IASIS’ DR. VANN 
RECEIVES 400 AWARD

Dr. William Vann, of Wichita’s Iasis 
Christian Center, was one of several Kansas 
recipients of the Distinguished 400 Service 
Award from the 400 Years of African-Ameri-

can History Commission.
Honorees were recognized for outstand-

ing service to the community through 
non-profit service, philanthropy, public 
service and volunteerism while implement-
ing a positive influence benefiting those in 
an underserved population.

For more than 20 years, Vann has 
designed and implemented programs to 
strengthen and encourage at-risk youth. 
“His emphasis has been the plight and 
hopelessness that plagues young men in our 
community. He believes that with positive 
tools every young man can realize their 
potential of greatness," the citation said.

Vann was nominated by 400 Commission 
member N. Anyanwu Cox. Other in-state 
honorees included Marvin Robinson, U.L. 
“Rip” Gooch, Katherine Carper Sawyer, and 
Dr. Galyn Vesey.

RESIDENT INPUT NEEDED 
FOR COUNTY PLANS

Residents are encouraged to learn about 
Sedgwick County’s new strategic planning 
efforts and offer feedback during upcom-
ing meetings. The community will be able 
to give input through October before the 
Sedgwick County Commissioner receives a 
final plan in November.

Mon., Oct. 7 – Commissioner Pete 
Meitzner’s joint District Advisory Meeting 
with Councilwoman Becky Tuttle, 6:30 p.m., 
Rockwell Library, 5939 E. 9th St. North

Mon., Oct. 14 – Commissioner Lacey 
Cruse’s District 4 Citizens Advisory Board, 6 
p.m., McAdams Recreation Center, 1329 E. 
13th St. North

For additional meetings or info, call 316-
660-9370.

WICHITA BASEBALL 
ANNOUNCES HOME DATES

The team doesn’t have a name and its 
stadium’s construction is moving half-fast, 
but “Wichita Baseball” has announced 70 
home games for 2020. The team is in the 
Triple-A league that acts as a feeder to the 
Major League, and will play on the site of 
the old Lawrence-Dumont Stadium.

The home opener is scheduled for Tues., 
April 14, with the Memphis Redbirds, 
Triple-A affiliate of the St. Louis Cardinals. 
The Redbirds will stay for three games April 
14 – 16, followed by the Nashville Sounds, 
affiliate of the Texas Rangers, April 17-20. 

Other opponents will include the Kansas 
City Royals’ Triple-A Omaha Storm Chasers 
(May 4 – 7); the Oklahoma City Dodgers, 
affiliate of the Los Angeles Dodgers; and the 
Iowa Cubs, affiliate of the Chicago Cubs.

Tickets and the home schedule are at 
wichitabaseball2020.com. The complete 
schedule with game times and road games 
will be released in November. For more 
info, e-mail info@wichitabaseball2020 or 
call 316-390-7719.

Wichita Briefs



Dear Readers,
Starting in October,

                The Community Voice
will NOT be available at
             Dillons Stores

due to a change of store policy.

The Community Voice 
+will remain available at other outlets+ 

and 
we will let you know when we add more.

See our distribution locations at 
CommunityVoiceKS.com

or

Subscribe Now
see form on Page 2

T
he NJCAA national championship 
in Pittsburg is still ten weeks away, 
but #1 and #2 face off this week in 

regular season play. And, while several 
top five teams have lost this season, the 
top five remains the same with all of 
those teams winning this past weekend.

This year is the first time since Oct. 
19, 2010 that two KJCCC teams have had 
the top two spots. That week, it was #1 
Butler and #2 Hutchinson. Hutchinson 
earned their first No. 1 ranking in the 
NJCAA poll for the first time in their pro-
gram's history earlier this season.  Fol-
lowed by more history for the program 
with number one in consecutive weeks.  

This Sat., Sept 28, Hutchinson (#1, 
4-0) will hosts Butler (#2, 5-0) at 12 
p.m. Hutchinson is coming off a bye 
week, while Butler is coming off a 31-10 
win over Dodge City (0-4). Hutchinson's 
Blue Dragons are calling for a "Red 
Storm" to "#BreatheFire", asking fans 
to wear red to the game and fill Gowans 

Stadium. 
This will be one of the biggest 

football games of the NJCAA season 
and certainly worth the trip to 
Hutchinson to watch.  Tickets are 
$5 for general admission and $8 
for reserved seating.  

Butler is averaging 215 yards 
rushing, 204 yards passing, and 35 
points on offense, while Hutchin-
son is just behind them with 208 
yards rushing, 198 yards passing, 
and 33 points per game.

The NJCAA Football Champion-
ship game will be held Thurs., 
Dec. 5 at 5 p.m. CST at Carnie 
Smith Stadium in Pittsburg, Kansas. 
Hopefully one of these two almost 
local team will be in the cham-
pionship game.  Tickets for that 
game are already on sale and can be 
purchased by calling (620) 235-4796, 
or visiting NJCAAFootballChampionship.
com and clicking "Tickets."

Also in the top 20 from Kansas are 
Garden City, ranked (#14, 3-2) and Fort 
Scott ranked (#18. 3-1). Garden City 
hosts Fort Scott this Sat., Sept. 28 at 3 
p.m. Garden City is coming off a win 

over early season favorite, Iowa West-
ern (now 1-3, unranked but receiving 
votes); while Fort Scott is coming off 
a win over Independence Community 
College (2-2, unranked but receiving 
votes).

Other top 20 teams in the NJCAA in-
clude: Northwest Mississippi (#3, 4-0) 
is at Holmes (1-3) on Thurs., Sept. 
26 at 6:30 p.m. Northwest Mississippi 
is coming off a 19-15 win over #10 
Copiah-Lincoln (3-1). It took a defen-
sive stand late in the fourth quarter to 
escape with the victory, which included 
back-to-back sacks by Robert Hentz II 
and Justin Jackson. Holmes College is 
coming off their only win of the season, 
a 14-6 victory over Northeast Missis-

sippi (2-2).
Mississippi Gulf Coast (#4, 4-0) is at 

Copiah-Lincoln (#10, 3-1) on Thursday, 
September 26 at 6:30 p.m. Mississippi 
Gulf Coast is coming off a 20-14 win 
over Jones College (#17, 2-2).

East Mississippi (#5, 3-1) hosts East 
Central (3-1, unranked but receiving 
votes) on Thursday, September 26 at 
7 p.m. East Mississippi is coming off a 
41-23 win over Mississippi Delta (0-4). 
East Central is coming off a 35-0 win 
over Pearl River (1-3). This is a big 
game for both schools. East Missis-
sippi has won every game since losing 
in week one to Hinds (#16, 3-1). East 
Central's only loss of the season so far is 
to Northwest Mississippi, who faces East 
Mississippi next week, on November 3.

Other ranked teams facing other 
ranked opponents: Trinity Valley (#13, 
3-1) hosts Cisco College (3-1, unranked 
but receiving votes) on Sa., Sept. 28 at 
8 p.m. Trinity Valley is coming off a loss 
to Blinn College (#8, 4-1); while Cisco 
is coming off a 51-37 loss to Navarro 
College (2-3, unranked but receiving 
votes). 
Submitted by  Crawford County Conven-

tion & Visitors Bureau

Weekend Junior College Match-up Could be Prelude to National Championship 

Hutchinson Community College will face-off 
with Butler Community College
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Re-Elect 
SHERILLOGAN FOR WICHITA SCHOOL BOARD   

LIFELONG EDUCATOR
Classroom Teacher Building Principal Assistant Superintendent

Assistant Dean of Education, WSU USD 259 School Board Member

Ensuring Literacy by 3rd Grade

Increasing High School Graduation Rate

Preparing Students for College 

Enhancing Safety for ALL Children

Closing the Achievement Gap  

•

Paid for by Sheril Logan for School Board, Jim Todd Treasurer  

Connect with me at SherilLogan.com & on Facebook at Sheril Logan for Wichita School Board

FUTURE FOCUSED
LEADING ADVANCEMENTS IN

• • ••

•
•

•
•

•

Elder Edith Knox celebrated her 90th birthday with a drop 
by celebration at her home in Bell Air.  Her Delta Sororityy 
Sisters, church friends,  fellow educators, and members 
of the Council of Elders were among those who joined 
herr.  Several of her families members flew in for the ocas-
sion including her daughter Suzette Knox.  (Back - L-R)) 
Melody McCray-Miller and Suzette Knox and (Front-R) 
Joyce Pearson were among the guest at special 90th 
birthday celebration for Edith Knox (Front - L).   Ms. Knox 
also received a special tribute from the Kansas House of 
Representatives for her service to the Wichita community.

Edith Knox

Irene Rhone packaged the celebration of her 80th  
birthday celebration with a free lunch, book memoir 
dedication and educational address on childhood 
drama, anxiety, depression, and fear, presented by her 
daughter Dr. Linda Rhone.  The celebration was held 
Sat., Sept. 21 at Madison Avenue Residence Clubhouse.  
(Front Left)  Irene Rhone, with her (Back - Left) daugh-
ter, Dr. Linda Rhone, (Back - Right) KS State Senator 
Oletha and (Front Right) daughter, Joyce Rhone.

Irene Rhone
Happy 90th Birthday Happy 80th Birthday

 

Wichita Seahawks 
Join in 

Cleanup Challenge 
Shout out to members of the Wichita Seahawks City League 
football team for meeting the Wichita Northeast Community 
Clean up challenge.   In full force they said, “We want a bet-
ter community,” and “together we can.”
The challenge is out for other teams to step up.  Who will 
join them?  
The challenge program is being coordinated by Wichita 
community organizer Juanita Blackmon. 



12

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

|  
 S

E
P

T.
 2

6,
 2

01
9



or workers’ compensation, or heed 
minimum-wage and overtime laws. 
Industry officials estimate that a work 
force of employees costs companies 
20% to 30% more than a work force 
of contractors — a sum worth many 
hundreds of millions of dollars per 
year to Uber.

WHAT MAKES A WORKER 

A CONTRACTOR?

Different state and federal laws de-
fine employment somewhat differently, 
but most focus on factors like whether 
managers exert significant control 
over workers, and whether the work is 

central to a company’s business.
Uber, Lyft and Handy argue that their 

workers should be considered con-
tractors because the workers decide 
when, where and how long they work. 
But skeptics argue that the companies 
exert control through ratings that 
elicit certain behavior, like treating 
passengers courteously, and by barring 
drivers who cancel too many rides. 

Uber and Lyft also determine pay rates 
for drivers, something independent 
contractors typically decide.

In recent years, courts and state 
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Business & Technology

See FIGHT page 15

W
hether you’re looking for gig 
work to supplement your 
income, or as a primary ca-

reer, there are a growing list of online 
locations designed to help.  

A gig is a temporary job, where the 
worker typically works on a specific 
project for a company, either as an 
independent contractor or a freelancer.   
Some gigs can last just a few hours, 
others a few days, and other may be 
indefinite.  The big benefit of a gig, is 
you can take jobs that meet your work 
requirement, in hours, work your own 
schedule and often set your own pay.  

Gig jobs also allow you to always 
be open to new career opportunities.  
Since you’re not tied to one job, you 
can easily pick up new jobs as they 
appear.  

Gig jobs are limited to any particular 
field, so there’s certain you’ll be able to 
find a gig that matches your particular 
skills.  

Remember, even though it’s gig 
work, do your best work.  Gig jobs can 
lead to referrals and even repeat as-
signments with the same organization.  

Top Online Gig Sites
There are many different job search 

sites for gigs, freelance jobs, part-time 
jobs, and more. Make sure you are 
using a website that lists the kinds of 
jobs you want.

Behance.net: Behance.net 
is specifically for people in creative 
industries, including photographers, 
designers, illustrators, and more. You 
can showcase your work to employ-
ers, and you can also search for gig 
and part-time work. You can search 
for gigs by location, field, company, 
and keyword.

Fiverr: Fiverr claims to be the 
biggest global network of freelancers. 

The site offers freelance positions in a 
variety of fields, from tech to graphic 
design to music to writing. Most jobs 
are only $5 or $10, so while you might 
not make a lot of money, it is a great 
site to use for building your portfolio. 

FlexJobs.com: FlexJobs lists 
flexible, part-time, freelance, and 
telecommuting jobs. The site requires 
a monthly fee, but they thoroughly vet 
all employers who want to list jobs. It 
is a great way to avoid scams. They 
offer jobs in 55 categories, so there 
are plenty of options for every kind of 
employee.

Freelancer.com: Freelancer.
com offers you several different kinds 
of job opportunities, including fixed-
price and hourly projects. You can also 
submit to “contests,” in which job seek-
ers submit to a project and receive a 
fixed prize if they are selected. For 
job listings, job seekers place bids on 
jobs and receive the job if their bid is 
accepted.

Gigster: Gigster is a niche job 
site specifically for people looking for 
gigs in IT, with a focus on software 
development. Gigster requires you 
to go through a screening process 
to be accepted on the site, and they 
take a percentage of your fee for any 
project. However, many of the jobs 
are very lucrative, so this is a great 
site for IT professionals looking to 
begin gig work.

Guru.com: Guru lists thou-
sands of freelance jobs in a variety of 
categories. You can search for jobs 
by category, payment type (hourly or 
fixed price), location, and more. You 
can also post your previous work to 
demonstrate your skills. Guru has a 
virtual “Work Room” where you can 
schedule your tasks, communicate 

with employers, share materials, and 
decide on payment.

LocalSolo.com: LocalSolo 
allows freelancers to find gigs in a 
number of industries. The site initially 
only listed jobs that involved face-
to-face contact with the employer, 
but now they also list telecommuting 
jobs. The site does not get involved 
with payment or contracts, putting the 
freelancer and employer in control. 
This site also allows users to network 
with each other.

TaskRabbit: TaskRabbit allows 
people to post requests for help with 
various chores and tasks, ranging from 
making deliveries to cleaning houses 
to moving boxes. TaskRabbit notifies 
you of jobs nearby, and you can select 
the ones you want to complete. The 
site does not have as many IT and 
creative jobs as other sites, but they 
allow you to find jobs with extreme 
flexibility.

Toptal: Toptal helps IT and finance 
freelancers find gigs. Jobs range from 
coding to software engineering to web 
design and financial modeling. Toptal 
only accepts a percentage of freelanc-
ers who apply. You have to complete 
a series of screenings and interviews 
first. However, if you are accepted, you 
have access to some excellent IT and 
finance positions.

Upwork.com: Upwork offers 
a variety of projects (some ongoing, 
some for a fixed period) for freelanc-
ers to complete. There are hourly and 
fixed-price jobs. You can track your 
hours and get paid through Upwork, 
which streamlines the process when 
you are working for multiple compa-
nies. 

          By Alison Doyle, 
The Balance Small Business 

Finding a Gig Online — Best Sites  

I
n the growing era of the gig econ-
omy, a new battle is being fought 
and both sides seem determined 

to win.  Why not?  At stake are not 
only big dollars, but also the potential 
upheaval of the basic business models 
for some companies, and for the gig 
workers, the guarantee of strength-
ened worker protections.  

At the core of the issue is whether 
gig workers should be classified as 
contractors or as employees.  

GIG WORKERS VS. COMPANIES

Large companies like Uber and Lyft, 
armed with an army of well-financed 
lobbyist, are working the floors of 
State Capitols across the country 
determined to ensure their drivers 
remain independent contractors. 
More than just drivers, companies 
like GrubHub, Handy, Lyft, Postmates, 
Thumbtack, YourMechanic, and 
TaskRabbit all have an interest at stake 
in this issue.  

Not so well financed organizations 
of gig workers and organizations like 
the National Employment Law Project, 
a nonprofit worker-advocacy group, 
often joined by unions, all of whom 
are fighting to protect the rights of 
gig workers and to make sure they’re 
fairly compensated?  

When large companies like Uber 
and Lyft are able to classify workers 
as contractors, they don’t have to con-
tribute to unemployment insurance 

Is Gig Work a Job? The Fight to Shape the Answer

T
he existing legal framework in 
the United States recognizes two 
statuses for workers: employees 

and independent contractors. 
In their report “A Proposal for 

Modernizing Labor Laws for Twenty-
First-Century Work,” researchers Seth 
Harris of Cornell University and Alan 
Krueger of Princeton University sug-
gest a need for a change in status for 
workers to reflect new forms of work 
in society, like gig work. They propose 

that Congress and state legislatures 
enact legislation to define and establish 
a third legal category of workers, which 
they call “independent workers.”  

Using ride-seek drivers as an 
example, they found that much like an 
independent contractor, these workers 
can determine whether to work, how 
many hours to work, and when to 
work. But much like an employee, the 

Researchers Propose a New Worker 
Classification: Independent Worker 
•Thisclassificationcombinestheflexibilityofindependent
contractorswhileprovidingsomeofthebenefitsand
protectionsofworkers



See WORKER page 15
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The Community Voice
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11 AM - 8 PM

THURSDAY SPECIAL 5$
3 Chicken Tenders w/ 1 Side & Drink

DAILY SPECIAL 6.99$
6pc. Small Catfish Steaks

EVERYDAY:

FRESH BUFFALO 
  FISH RIBS

FRESH-COOKED 
    PORK RINDS
SWEET SPICY
   CHKN BITES
CORNBREAD
MAC & CHZ

TURKEY
LEGS & WINGSw/ 1 Side & Drink

MONDAY SPECIAL 7$
Whole Catfish Dinner w/ 2 Sides & Drink

TUESDAY SPECIAL 5$
Catfish Nuggets w/ 1 Side & Drink

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL 5$
2pc. Catfish Steaks w/ 1 Side & Drink

PATIO
NOW

OPEN!

Osband 
Holmes 
Construction
Company

We paint wrought iron fencing
(install cabinet hardware)

1010 N Cleveland • (316) 390-4403

L
eslie Fleuranges, is a pet 
mother, who spent the last 14 
years of her professional career 

working for Hill’s Pet Foods in 
Topeka.  She retired as the com-
pany’s director of global innovation, 
a position where she was in charge 
of coming up with innovative new 
product ideas for the multi-billion 
dollar pet food brand. 

Now, Fleuranges has put her 
innovative mind to work for herself.  
She’s come up with a creative con-
cept in pet care that targets an area 
that’s so far untapped.

Earlier this month, Fleuranges 
broke ground on her first Tender 
Loving Care Pet Nursing Hotel.  Obvi-
ously, working for Hill’s, Fleuranges 
recognized that the American Pet 
Industry is a multi-billion a year 
business.  It was also at Hill’s that 
Fleuranges recognized the need for 
her new niche. 

TLC Pet Nursing Hotel will pro-
vide 24-hour care for special-needs 

pets and serve as a home away from 
home for elderly, sick and recovering 
cats and dogs with non-communicable 
diseases. 

At Hill’s, Fleuranges says she 
would watch her co-workers plan 
their workday around caring for 
their sick pet.  Some pets would 
need shots or treatments at certain 
times or intervals. 

“Their pets would have kidney 
disease, diabetes, and other diseas-
es, and they wouldn’t trust anyone to 
take care of them,” says Fleuranges.   
“They wouldn’t go on vacation, to 
weddings or to graduations, because 
they didn’t trust anyone to take care 
of their pet for them, or if they did, 
they’d come back and the pet would 
be worse.”

It’s a very rare pet center that will 
accept an even mildly sick pet.   

“They’re mostly playgroups for 
young pets,” Fleuranges says. 

TLC will offer a home away from 
home for elderly, sick, dying or 
recovering pets.  The center will offer 
daycare, as well as 24-hour care and 
extended care, provided by certified 
veterinary nurses.  With certified techs, 

TLC will also be able to administer the 
same pet medications that pet parents 
can legally administer at home. 

“As a devoted pet parent, I know 
how important it is to give our furry 
family members the best care possible. 
Many pet parents in Topeka and sur-
rounding areas have sick or older pets, 
and I want them to have peace of mind 
knowing that their treasured pets are 
receiving the special care they need,” 
says Fleuranges.

TLC will be located at 2500 S.W. 
17th St. in Topeka.  It’s a quaint brick 
Tudor-style brick home in a commer-
cial area near Washburn University.   
Fleuranges broke ground on a 600 sq. 
ft. addition that will expand the facility 
to 4,000 sq. ft. 

She definitely was looking for a 
house instead of a commercial facility. 

“A home away from home, that’s my 
business model,” says Fleurganes.  “All 
of our TLCs will be in houses.”

Each pet will have their own luxury 
suite, no kennels or crates at TLC.  
Fleuranges says she plans to uniquely 
decorate each of the suites.  Her 
current anticipated opening date is 
January 2020.  

Topeka Entrepreneur Breaks Ground on Innovative Pet Nursing Hotel

Leslie Fleuranges broke ground on the addition to her innovative new pet nurs-
ing hotel on Sept. 10 in Topeka.  (L-R)  Jacquelyn Rakoski-Diediker, Architect 
One; Andrea Engstrom, B’Ajilion Agency; Brent Trout, Topeka City Manager; 
Leslie and her dog MiMi; Michelle Fleuranges, Leslie’s sister; and Martha Snyder, 
Leslie’s good friend and older dog consultant.  

A
ug. 22 was Black Women's 
Equal Pay Day, which marks how 
far Black women had to work 

into 2019 to make what White men 
earned in 2018 alone. For a second 
year, LeanIn.Org and SurveyMonkey 
partnered to conduct new research 
to measure Americans' awareness of 
this pay gap and better understand 
the experiences of Black women in 

the workplace, using SurveyMonkey 
Audience. The results are clear and 
troubling: Black women face far more 
barriers to advancement, and only half 
of Americans think these obstacles still 
exist.

On average, Black women are paid 
39% less than White men and 21% less 
than White women. According to the 
National Partnership for Women and 

Families, if the pay gap between White 
men and Black women were closed, in 
a single year, a Black woman working 
full-time would be able to afford over 
three years' worth of groceries, nearly 
two years of rent, or two and a half 
years' worth of childcare.

The new research from LeanIn.Org 
and SurveyMonkey shows that many 
people don't know Black women are 

paid less or don't understand the 
magnitude of this pay gap. A third of 
Americans don't know there's a pay 
gap between Black women and White 
men — and 42% of people who are 
aware of this pay gap underestimate its 
size. Moreover, half of Americans don't 
know there's a pay gap between Black 
women and White women.

"While many Americans don't 

realize the pay gap for Black women 
exists, Black women and their families 
certainly feel the effects. 

The Pay Gap is the Tip of the Iceberg for Black Women





S
E

P
T. 2

6
, 2

0
1
9    |     T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 V
O

IC
E

 15

N
E

W
S

 2
 U

S
E

online gig economy worker is typically 
integral to the business of the company, 
and the company often controls aspects 
of the work.  

It’s a relationship that doesn’t fit 
neatly into either of the two statuses 
for workers that exist currently under 
existing employment, labor, and tax 
laws.  In their policy proposal, Harris 
and Krueger propose allowing indepen-
dent workers to maintain the flexibility 
of setting their work hours and load, 
while providing them many, but not all, 
of the benefits awarded typically just to 
employees.  It’s a creative new concept 
that might prove attractive to a lot more 
workers in today’s economy.  

The benefits that could possibly ac-
crue to “independent workers” that are 
currently not available to contractors 
would include: 

Ability to Organize - This would 
require a change in America’s anti-
trust laws, but giving gig workers the 
freedom to organize and collectively 
bargain would eliminate any incentive 
to misclassify employees as independent 

contractors as a way to keep them from 
organizing.  

Ability to Pool - Companies could 
offer independent workers a range of 
employer-provided benefits at a lower 
cost and higher quality than the workers 
could obtain on their own in the private 
market. Such benefits could include 
disability insurance, auto insurance, 
health insurance, banking and savings 
products, retirement products, and li-
ability insurance.

Civil Rights Protections - While 
employees benefit from a variety of 
protections provided through federal 
antidiscrimination statutes, independent 
contractors do not have access to the 
same protections. Harris and Krueger 
propose modifying federal employment 
discrimination laws to cover indepen-
dent workers.  

Tax Withholding and FICA Con-
tributions - Harris and Krueger would 
require companies to provide taxwithhold-
ing services, arguing that such a benefit 
would help gig workers avoid the quarterly 
payments and relevant paperwork they 
need to file and increase tax compliance, 
leading to greater revenues for the federal 
and state governments.

WORKER

from page 13

and federal agencies have disagreed 
on this question. But there’s little 
debate that if courts and regulators 
classified large numbers of gig work-
ers as employees, the move would be 
highly disruptive to companies that 
depend on them. 

What gig workers want are ben-
efits, such as paid leave, health insur-
ance, civil rights protections, and the 
ability to organize.  

STATE-BY-STATE 

About 25 states have enacted such 
provisions, known as carve-outs that 

have maintained ride-hailing drivers’ 
classification as independent con-
tractors.  In other states, Uber and 
Lyft worked with a broader group of 
companies to have most gig workers 
who are dispatched through digital 
platforms, not just drivers, classified 
as contractors.

While company lobbyists have had a 
recent stream of legislatives successes, 
they’ve come up short in a few states 
including Colorado, Georgia, North 
Carolina and California. 

CALIFORNIA PASSES AB5 

Earlier this month, California Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom signed into law 
AB5, which was supposed to move 

toward classifying more gig workers 
as employees, but it doesn’t appear 
clear yet whether the bill will do much 
to move the issue forward.  

All the bill does is to require com-
panies to use a three-part “ABC test” to 
determine if a worker is an employee 
or an independent contractor, but the 
problem with the bill is that the A-B-C 
requirements are undefined, subjec-
tive, and therefore subject to varying 
interpretations.  

The ABC test has been the law in 
Massachusetts for over a decade, with 
no discernible impact on the worker 
classification habits of gig economy 
platform companies. 

appeal process. (See box Page 5 for 
more about the Wilson case)  

"How many more other cases has 
Amy McGowan done this in?" said 
Latahra Smith, director of KC Freedom 
Project.

The KC Freedom Project has long 
advocated for McGowan to be fired 
from her current job. "She needs to 
be disciplined, and we also want her 
disbarred," Smith said.

The Douglas County District Attor-
ney tried to deflect by issuing a state-
ment calling the protests a stunt to sway 
a jury in a current case, and criticism of 
McGowan misplaced because the Kidd 
case was overturned due to witness re-
canting, not McGowan’s conduct. “Ms. 
McGowan has never been convicted 
nor disciplined by the Missouri Court 
System or the Kansas Supreme Court,” 
the statement said.

KIDD ADJUSTING

Kidd, 44, walked out of a Mis-
souri prison on Thurs., Aug. 15, 
after serving 23 years. A week after 
his release, he said the biggest sur-
prise he encountered was automated 

checkout counters.
Kansas City’s FOX4 news took him 

on a tour of the city on Sept. 10. Neither 
the Power and Light District nor 18th 
and Vine had been redeveloped when 
he was convicted. "I am amazed. I am 
amazed," he said.

He’s started a job with the Midwest 
Innocence Project, which helped free 
him. He's the community engagement 
manager, working on fundraisers, 
volunteer engagement and helping 
exonerate others who were wrongfully 
convicted.

“I feel like people need to know 
that I am the type of people they are 
leaving behind," Kidd said. “I get to 
now do great work for an organization 
who was solely responsible, or greatly 
responsible, for my exoneration. I’m 
paying them back and they are some-
how still paying me a check.”

Making a living is a problem for 
many exonerees. Companies dis-
criminate in hiring, and there's no 
compensation bill in Missouri. Anyone 
wrongfully convicted is only eligible 
for cash compensation if DNA is used 
to overturn the case. As of now, Ricky 
Kidd isn’t eligible for a payout. Since 
2011, 62 individuals in Missouri have 
been exonerated.

KIDD

from page 5





FIGHT

from page 13

A 
new survey of almost 4,000 
children has found that 43% of 
those aged between eight and 

13-years-old are talking to people they 
have never met in real life on social 
media and gaming platforms.

CyberSafe Ireland surveyed 3,867 
children and found that 92% of them 
owned their own smart device and were 
active online.

STRANGER DANGER

It found that 43% of those 
surveyed were speaking to strang-
ers online, with a third of them 
speaking to strangers every day or 
at least once a week. 

Although 99% of children 
surveyed were under the age of 
13, which is the minimum age 
required to sign up to social media 
sites, many reported being active 
on the platforms.

Snapchat was the most popular 
with 33% of children surveyed hav-
ing an account, WhatsApp was the 
second most popular app at 28%.

Some 23% reported having an 
Instagram account and another 21% 
reported having a TikTok account.

CyberSafe Ireland’s chief executive 
Alex Cooney said: “The online service 
providers benefit so much from their 
users, without having to take the full de-
gree of responsibility that they should.”

HOURS PER DAY

More than 1 in 10 of children aged 
eight to 13-years old who took part in 
this survey said they spent more than 4 
hours a day online – this included 12% 
of 8-year-olds and 15% of 12-year-olds. 

Gaming was another issue raised 

by the charity as 29% said they played 
over-18 games, rising to 47% for boys 
and falling to 12% for girls. 

“As a teacher with 20 years’ experi-
ence I know how kids this age like to 
spend their time but it’s astonishing to 
think that 12% of the children surveyed 
spend 4 or more hours per day online: 
that amount of daily screen time 
equates to a total of 61 days each year,” 
said Philip Arnell, head of education 
and innovation at CyberSafe Ireland.

POOR KIDS MOST AT RISK

Children in schools in disadvantaged 
areas were 29% more likely to talk 
to strangers every day and 42% more 
likely to be online for more than four 
hours a day. 

“This is such a scary story,” said 
Dr. Katherine Brown is an assistant 
professor in the School of Criminol-
ogy at Tarleton State University in Fort 
Worth. She specializes in crimes against 
children. “What kind of conversations 
are children having with strangers and 
what kind of information are they giving 

out?”

TIPS FOR KEEPING YOUR KIDS SAFE 

ONLINE

Have a conversation with your kids – 
Warn them about malware, dangerous 
websites, and sex offenders. Let your 
kids know you’re looking out for them. 

Keep your computer in a common 
area of the house.

Know which other computers your 
children are using.

Remind your chil-
dren, "Don't talk to 
strangers — or meet 
them" – Remind 
your children that 
people often lie about 
their age, and online 
predators often pre-
tend to be children. 
Emphasize that your 
children should 
never reveal personal 
information, or even 
their friends’ names. 

Make internet 
time family time.

Know your children's passwords.
Watch for changes in your children’s 

behavior. 
Pay attention to any gifts anyone gives 

your children.
Check your children’s browsing 

history. 
Set rules — and stick to them.
Think your child is being preyed 

upon? Report it.
Use an antivirus! If your child 

accidentally begins to download any 
malware, it should automatically block 
the infection.

Survey: More than 40% of Children are Talking to Strangers Online



Getting online as a family can keep kids from predators.



A 
firestorm of warnings have fol-
lowed national reports of nine 
deaths (two in Kansas) and 500 

or so cases of illness, mostly among 
young men, that include seizures and 
pneumonia. It’s allegedly connected 
to vaping e-cigarettes – but is it just a 
smokescreen?

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control issued a warning in early Sept. 
for people to stop vaping immedi-
ately until a source was found for the 
mysterious lung disease affecting e-cig 
users. 

“The CDC has not been putting out 
very clear information,” Dr. Michael 
Siegel of Boston University told Boston 
Public Radio. “About the most specific 
they've gotten is ‘don't use e-cigarettes 
and don't vape.’ What we need is 
much more specific information, and 
the only thing that we've been able to 
tease out from the data so far is that 
80% to 90% of these patients have 
reported the use of THC. 

“In other words,” he said, “they're 
not vaping the traditional nicotine 
e-liquids that we keep hearing about. 
What they're vaping is illicit THC vape 
cartridges that are essentially pur-
chased off the street. These are black 
market products. So we truly have no 
idea what is in those products.”

HIDDEN CAUSE

E-cigarettes were introduced in 
2003, gained several million users 
globally by 2013, then have increased 

exponentially since, according to 
the Annals of the New York Academy 
of Sciences. Now, about 41 million 
people vape, the BBC reports, creating 
a global market of nearly $20 billion

The sudden spate of lung illnesses 
means "it is unlikely it is e-cigarettes 
that have been on the market for a 
long time" unless "something was 
either changed or a new product was 
introduced into marketplaces," New 
York University public health profes-
sor Ray Niaura told USA Today.

One potential contaminant that 
experts have named is Vitamin E 
acetate oil. 

“This is an oil that is being used as 
a thickening agent in black market 
THC cartridges,” Siegel said. “It may 
be that is responsible for at least the 
bulk of these cases because oil is cer-
tainly not meant to be inhaled into the 
lungs and when the lungs get coated 
with oil, they literally cannot function.”

With some of the current rash of 
lung ailments identified as lipoid 
pneumonia, Siegel says it makes sense 
if victims are vaping a largely oil-based 
product. 

“Pretty much all nicotine e-liquids 
are not oil-based. They're water-based. 
And so we know for sure that those 
products can't cause lipoid pneumo-
nia,” he told Canadian Broadcasting.

REACTION

After the CDC warning, the Food 
and Drug Administration announced it 
would investigate the “vaping deaths,” 
the states of New York and Michigan 
banned flavored e-cigarette products, 

Massachusetts will ban all sales for 
four months, the nation of India 
pledged to ban all e-cigs, and Walmart 
and some other stores announced 
they will stop selling them.

Health officials from several states 
are going to testify in Washington, 
D.C., Reuters reported. Several have 
commented on the threat of e-ciga-
rettes to teenagers, who have been a 
growing audience for vaping. In many 
places, like Kansas, sales are illegal to 
under-18-year-olds, but 16-year-olds 
can vape if they have products in their 
possession. There is no national law.

One in four 12th-graders and 
nearly one in ten 8th-graders reported 
vaping a nicotine product during 
the previous 30 days, a study by the 
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 
reported this month.

THE BIG ‘BUT’

Many of the lung illnesses are 
reported to be young people, but they 
may not be using store-bought e-cig 
products. USA Today reported cases 
in San Francisco, Utah and Wisconsin 
that involved THC oil.

“What's going on behind the scenes 
that youth are not being so upfront 
about is that they're actually vaping 
marijuana,” Siegel, the professor from 
Boston, said. 

“There are THC cartridges that are 
spreading through distribution chan-
nels [and] through our schools,” he 
said. “And I think what this outbreak 
is telling us is that the issue is not 
necessary vaping, the issue is ‘what 
are you vaping?’ What is going into 

that product?”

STILL BETTER THAN TOBACCO

In 2017, the journal Tobacco Con-
trol published a study on e-cigarettes 
funded by the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse and the National Cancer 
Institute that indicated a switch from 
cigarettes to e-cigarettes has the 
potential to prevent almost 90,000 

premature deaths in the United States 
in the year 2026, with growing pre-
vention in following years.

What’s getting lost in the e-cig 
scare, experts say, is that smoking 
actual tobacco remains far more dan-
gerous than store-bought, non-THC 
e-cigarettes.

“The CDC – and physician groups – 
should be telling the public that nearly 
a half million Americans die each 

year from cigarette smoking. That’s 
over 1,300 … Every. Single. Day. For 
the past 30-plus years,” said Brad 
Rodu, health professor and special-
ist in tobacco harm reduction at the 
University of Louisville, in a post for 
RealClearPolitics.com.

“Smokers burn tobacco to release 
and inhale nicotine laced with a toxic 

tar containing 7,000 chemicals. After 
20 or 30 years, they have high risks 
for heart diseases, many cancers, 
asthma, emphysema and more,” he 
said. “Vaping is a form of harm reduc-
tion, and it’s considered 95% safer 
than cigarettes. Not perfectly safe, but 
a big improvement over smoking.  Not 
sharing this information – and instead 
letting a frenzy develop over vaping – 
is harm escalation.”
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By Glen Sharp
The Community Voice

Health

Is the E-Cig Scare Legit Enough to Quit?



See DIFFERENT page 17

T
he media, who aren’t often very 
informed, often use the term 
vaping and e-cigs interchange-

ably, which has led to a lot of confusion 
among those who use neither.  
The truth is E-cigs and vaping are both 
classified as vaping.  They’re the same, 
but they’re very different, especially 
when it comes down to how creative 
you can get with their use.  

OVERVIEW OF VAPING

Vaping is the simple act of inhaling 
and exhaling vapor from an electronic 

cigarette or similar device, for example 
a vaporizer or vape pen. The actual 
device used for vaping is a small battery 
-powered device that heats e-liquid into 
an inhalable vapor, similar to how steam 
is formed. E-liquids come in a variety 
of flavors and nicotine levels, including 
nicotine-free.

WHAT IS AN E-CIG?

Electronic cigarettes are often 
referred to as “cigalikes” because they 
were created to imitate the look and feel 
of a traditional (combustible) cigarette. 

E-cigs provide a simple setup with mini-
mum parts. They use a rechargeable 
or disposable battery, combined with 
disposable e-liquid cartridges, which 
means that there’s no tank to fill.

When engaged by pressing the 
power button on the device, or in 
some cases simply by inhaling, the 
battery heats an element in the device 
called the cartomizer. This is a small 
component that contains a heating coil 
wrapped in polyfill. The polyfill wrapping 

E-Cigs and Vaping:  The Same but Different 
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F
ormer tobacco smokers find 
e-cigarettes less addictive than 
traditional cigarettes, new 

research finds.
Even though they “smoke” e-

cigarettes as often as they did regular 
cigarettes, thousands of ex-smokers 
said they have fewer cravings and 
are less likely to feel impulsive and 
irritable over their need to smoke, 
researchers reported.

“The pattern was really very clear. 
The score was significantly less for 
e-cig use than for tobacco use,” said 
lead researcher Jonathan Foulds, a 
professor of public health sciences 
and psychiatry at Penn State College 
of Medicine. “E-cig users feel less 
addicted.”

For this study, published in Nicotine 
& Tobacco Research, the research-

ers used an online survey to assess 
more than 3,600 e-cig users’ previous 
dependence on cigarettes and their 
current dependence on e-cigarettes.

The ex-smokers, all of whom now 
use e-cigarettes, reported their smoking 
is about the same. They have about 24 
sessions a day with e-cigarettes, and 
used to smoke about 24 cigarettes daily.

However, their dependence on e-
cigarettes is much different:

They are more likely to wait longer 
for their first smoke of the day, 45 
minutes on average compared to 27 
minutes when they used cigarettes.

Two out of five would wake in the 
middle of the night to smoke a ciga-
rette, but only about 7% continued to 
do so with e-cigarettes.

About one-third had strong cravings 
to use their e-cigarettes, compared 

with more than nine out of 10 when 
they smoked cigarettes.

About one-quarter reported being 
irritable or nervous when they can’t 
use e-cigarettes, versus more than 
90%t who recalled feeling that way as 
cigarette smokers.

POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS

There are a couple of reasons why 
e-cigarettes might create less addic-
tion to nicotine, Foulds said.

First, e-cigarettes typically are worse 
at delivering nicotine than tobacco 
cigarettes. “Blood nicotine levels get a 
much larger boost with smoking than 
with e-cigarettes,” he said.

How people use e-cigarettes also 
might help explain the difference.

Because people don’t have to light 
an e-cigarette, they are under less 
pressure to smoke in concentrated 
bouts, Foulds said.

“When you smoke cigarettes, you 

smoke it in one go. You go outside 
from your workplace and you take 10 
puffs, you smoke it until it’s three-quar-
ters done and then you throw it away,” 
he said. “With e-cigs, they take two 
or three puffs, and then wait 10 or 15 
minutes and have another two or three 
puffs. It’s kind of like they’re grazing 
on it, rather than binging on it.”

FOES WEIGH IN 

Health advocates said they found 
the study interesting, but remain 
reluctant to endorse e-cigarette use. 
The devices are not regulated by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 
although the agency has announced its 
intention to extend its tobacco author-
ity to cover e-cigarettes.

Manufacturers of e-cigarettes are 
producing more powerful devices that 
deliver higher nicotine concentra-
tions, said Erika Sward, assistant vice 
president of national advocacy for the 

American Lung Association.
Such innovations could increase the 

addictive powers of e-cigarettes, and 
concerns exist that e-cigarettes main-
tain nicotine dependence for people 
who might otherwise have quit smok-
ing altogether, she said. Experts also 
worry that kids who use e-cigarettes 
might find them a “gateway drug” that 
leads to tobacco use.

The study authors noted that depen-
dence might vary by liquid nicotine 
concentration, product characteristics 
and could increase with time.

Patricia Folan, director of the Cen-
ter for Tobacco Control at the North 
Shore-LIJ Health System in Great 
Neck, N.Y. said, “there is some con-
cern about comparing an individual’s 
past recollection of their addiction to 
traditional cigarettes with their current 
addiction to electronic devices.”

Web MD, HealthDay News 

Are E-Cigs Less Addictive Than Regular Cigarettes?
•Usersreportfewercravings,lessirritability.



soaks up the e-liquid, which is then 
heated until it turns into vapor for 
inhalation. All this takes place in just a 
few seconds.

There’s typically no modifying e-
cigs.  You can buy brands, just like you 
buy tobacco brands.  Users often find 
a brand and stick to it, expecting the 
same flavor and taste consistently.  

WHAT IS A VAPE?

A vaporizer works in much the same 
way as an e-cig. A rechargeable battery 
heats a small element that in turn vapor-
izes the e-liquid in the device. Unlike 
e-cigs though, most vaporizers use a 
tank to hold the e-liquid rather than a 
cartridge. As the tank gets low, or if you 
want to change flavors, you simply add 
additional e-liquid of your preferred 
flavor and nicotine strength to the tank. 

Vape users like the broad range of op-
tions available and the variety of devices 
and liquids available. Generally a little 
larger than an e-cig, vaporizers also tend 
to offer longer battery life.  Some even 
have capsules you can switch out.  No need 
to finish one before switching to the next.

Vaping is becoming a way to smoke 
Marijuana, without having to inhale the 
tar.  A few of the recent health concerns 
with vaping have involved individuals 
vaping THC, the psycho active sub-
stance in marijuana.  

DIFFERENT

from page 16



P
atricia Deegan, Ph.D., did a 
research study asking people 
what helped them through 

emotional struggles.  It turned out 
that most people talked about ac-
tivities they did and people that gave 
them meaning in life, rather than 
medications they took.  Dr. Deegan 
coined the term “personal medicine” 
and the sponsors of the Health Futur-
ism Conference are big supports of 
the idea of personal medicine as one 
of the best paths to healing. 

The things that give you personal 
power – arts, poetry, physical activi-
ties, sports – can help others heal, 
especially when the activities are 
packaged with peer interaction that 
allows patient-led and community-
led healing.  It’s Deegan’s model, a 
unique approach to healing, that’s 
working.  In addition, this confer-
ence will discuss how to turn these 
healing efforts into scalable business 
models.  Why not make money? Doc-
tors certainly are. 

This is the premise behind the 
Health Futurism Conference, which 
will be held Oct. 7 – 9 at the Kaufman 
Conference Center, 4801 Rockhill 
Road, KCMO.  Opening activities and 
registration begin at 3 p.m. Oct. 7. 
and the conference concludes 1 p.m. 
Oct. 9.  This is the second year for 
this conference sponsored by Poetry 
for Personal Power

This will be a robust conference 
full of interactive workshops cen-
tered around the fusion of business, 
mental health, and arts.  Some of the 
topics to be explored are: 
•Howdoweaddressthelackof
minority representation within 
healthcare?
•Howcanartist/advocatessustain-
ablecreate/innovate?
•Howdoartist/advocatescol-
laborate with the traditional medical 
sector?
•Whatarepossiblefundingmecha-
nisms for patient-led innovations? 
•Howdowescaleupthesebusiness

models?
•Whatareother
non-traditional 
routes for treat-
ment of various 
medical condi-
tions?
•Whatgroupsexist
that help with my 
specific issue, or 
how can I start one?

The conference 
keynote speaker 
is Dre Taylor, 
founder of the 
program Man to 
Men and the Niles Valley Aquapho-
ics, 1000,000 Pound Food Project.  
Through his program, Taylor helps 
heal young boys from the community.  
His goal is to raise strong conscious 
productive young men by working 
with youth ages 7-18 around the 
focus issues of health, economics, re-
spect, discipline, community service 
and academics.  

The conference will also include 
a Health Futurism Slam on Tues. 
Oct 8, from 8 – 11 p.m. at Equal 
Minded Café, 4327 Troost Ave, 
KCMO.  Registration for the confer-

ence is $350 and includes all work-
shops and meals.  A special one-day 
registration for the main conference 
day, Oct. 8, is $125.  To register, 
go to poetryforpersonalpower.com. 
Click on events.  

Health Futurism Conference Will Explore 
Scaling Up Patient-Led Healthcare Innovation 
•Thisrobustthree-dayconferencewillbefullof
interactiveworkshopscenteredaroundthefusionof
business,mentalhealthandarts.

Dre Taylor

Poetry for Personal Power is building a national pro-
cess to share healthcare messaging.
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E
arlier this month, 
the U.S. House 
passed H.R. 

2486, the Fostering Un-
dergraduate Talent by 
Unlocking Resources 
for Education (FU-
TURE) Act sponsored 
by Rep. Alma Adams 
(D-NC) and Rep. Mark 
Walker (R-NC). 

This legislation, 
supported by Demo-
crats and Republicans 
in the House and Senate, was written 
to extend $255 million of funding for 
education in the sciences, technol-
ogy, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) in Title III, Part F of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 until 
Sept. 30, 2019, for Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), 
Tribal Colleges and Universities 
(TCUs), Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
(HSIs) and other Minority-Serving 
institutions (MSIs).

The funds were originally estab-
lished by the College Cost Reduction 
and Access Act for the years of 2008-
2009, retained in the Higher Educa-
tion Opportunity Act of 2008, and 
then extended until 2019 in the Health 
Care Education and Reconciliation Act 
of 2010. All three pieces of legislation 
were passed in the House and Senate 
on a bipartisan basis showing support 
for this crucial stream of funding. 

“In an era where state support of 
higher education has been in a rapid 
decline in many parts of our country, 

our nation’s publicly-supported HB-
CUs and PBIs (Predominantly Black 
Institutions) can ill afford to lose the 
federal funding that is the lifeblood of 
some of the most impactful program-
ming on our campuses,” Dr. Harry L. 
Williams, Thurgood Marshall College 
Fund president and CEO, who repre-
sents publicly supported HBCUs, said 
in a statement, NBC reports. 

The United Negro College fund 
(UNCF) launched the #ProtectingOur-
FUTURE campaign aimed at influenc-
ing Capitol Hill to pass the bill. 

 “This effort has resulted in about 
20,000 letters and phone calls being 
sent or made to Congress this month 
alone so far,” UNCF President and 
CEO Dr. Michael L. Lomax said. “We 
want to make sure that the gains HB-
CUs and MSIs have made in diversify-
ing the STEM majors and professions 
are not dealt a deathblow.” 

“Passing the FUTURE Act is the 
number-one priority for HBCUs right 
now, and it is UNCF's top initiative,” 
Lomax continued.  
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HBCU Federal Funding to Expire 
Sept. 30 Unless Senate Acts 

How to Show Support for HBCU Funding

Federal funding for HBCUs begun under the Obama 
Administration focuses on developing STEM programs  
and increasing STEM graduates.



F
ederal funding Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities have 
depended on since 2008 may 

disappear at the end of this month 
if the U.S. Senate does 
not extend the funding.  
H.R. 2485, the FUTURE 
Act has been passed 
by Congress, now the 
Senate has just days 
to act.    

The United Negro College Fund 
has put together a rather simple online 
system to help you reach your senator 
with your message of support.  Just go to 
www.uncf.org/protectingourfuture,  and 

opt to either call or write your senator.  
Simply enter your name and address. 
If you opt to write your senators, the 

program will populate with a letter 
to your senators and all you have 
to do is press submit.  

If you opt to telephone your 
senators, the program will 
populate with a phone number 

to reach one of your senators. 
Dial the number and if you’re not sure 

what to say, there’s a script included 
or, simply tell them your name, where you live 
and ask for the senator’s support.  

If you have a personal story to share, 
consider sharing it. 
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A Season of New Beginnings at

Saint Matthew 
Christian Methodist Episcopal

Church

Come Join Us for
Everyone is Welcome!

Our Mission: Renewing Spiritually, Numeri-
cally & Financially as We Build God’s Kingdom.

Rev. Dr. 
Patricia A. Havis,

Pastor
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.  

Sunday Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study - Thursdays 6:30 p.m.

841 N. Cleveland, Wichita / 316-500-7871

Old Mission / Wichita Park

COATS for KIDS
Sept. 16 - Oct. 15

Please drop off gently used coats. 
They will be cleaned & donated to 

Jackson Elementary!  

3424 E. 21st Street North, Wichita / 316-686-7311

P
astor Fred Hayes Jr. and the 
members of New Life Church 
made a big step up and out, 

earlier this month when they relocated 
from their old church home to their 
new 50,000 sq. ft. church at 1156 N. 
Oliver, Wichita. 

It was definitely a step up in size.  
The church had been worshipping at 
5221 E. Elm, a nice-sized church that 
a lot of congregations would be proud 
to call home.  But this move is also a 
step “out” for New Life, and by out, we 
mean out into the community, a direc-
tion the church is already aggressively 
embracing at their new location. 

In fact, the new church signage – the 
first outward change they’ve made – 
proudly proclaims the church’s new 
outward mission.  The sign proclaims 
the facility is more than just New Life 
Church.  The sign reads, “New Life 
Church and (in big capital letters) 
OUTREACH CENTER.”

New Life had their grand open-
ing at the new location on Sept. 22, 
but months before that, they were 
already using the center for community 
outreach. 

They were in negotiations to pur-
chase the building when Doug Lockett, 
operator of the Underground Café – a 
free feeding program that had been 
operating in the building for six years 
– passed away unexpectedly in June.  
Hayes and his members immediately 
stepped in and took over the charitable 
feeding program.  Since June, they’ve 
been providing free dinner to the com-
munity on Wednesdays.  The goal is to 
expand the program to daily. 

While a lot of churches in the com-
munity are serving lunches, New Life is 
the only one serving dinner. 

“Everyone can’t make it to the Lord’s 
Diner,” says Hayes, about the need for 
a daily feeding program in the com-
munity. 

On Wednesday evenings, they also 
invite children from the community, 
to join youth from the church, for an 
open gym session from 6 to 8 p.m. 

“We give them a short lesson, feed 
them, and let them go back to the gym 
until 8 p.m. 

New Life also operates a clothing 
ministry.  It’s also open on Wednesday 
evenings. 

Hayes also wants to bring youth 
basketball back to the community.  

The church gym used to be the 
home for a youth basketball league, but 
now, all of the leagues have moved to 
newer league facilities in far northeast 
Wichita.  A lot of parents don’t have the 
transportation to get their children to 
those facilities or the money needed to 
participate. 

Hayes says they plans to launch a 
community-based basketball league 
this fall. 

Another goal for the outreach center 
is to operate a daycare facility in a por-
tion of the three-story classroom wing 
of the church. 

There were a number of businesses 
operating in that part of the building 

prior to New Life’s acquisition.   A 
few of them have remained, including 
the Youth Educational Empowerment 
Program and Teen View Magazine, both 
operated by Marquis Murphy. 

A new home school robotics pro-
gram is also using some of the space. 

Two other churches are using the 

facility including the previous church 
tenant, The Bridge Church, who will 
relocate once the renovations at their 
new location are complete. 

Pastor Hayes invites the community 
to stop by and participate in any of New 
Life’s programs, including their regular 
Sunday worship service at 11 a.m. 

New Life Has New 50,000 Sq. Ft. Church Home 
•PastorFredHayesJr.andthemembersofNewLife
Churcharereachingouttothecommunityattheir
newchurchhome.

1156 N. Oliver, Wichita, is now the new home of New Life Church with 
Pastor Fred Hayes Jr. They’re focusing on outreach to the community.
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Allen, Alvin "Pappy" M., 93, died 
09/06/19.  Service was held 09/14/19 
at St. James Missionary Baptist 
Church.  He is survived by: Spouse; 
Patricia; Daughter; Janet, Sons; 
Ronnie, Sterling, Larry, Robert, Dale, 
Step-daughter; Shondalyn Step-son; 
Jeffery, Sister; Carolyn Owens; Uncle; 
Willie Houston

Bullock, Glenda M., 67, died 
09/15/19. Service was held 09/24/19 
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel 
He is survived by: Mother; Doris J. 
Bullock, Sons; I.C. Collins III & Mi-
chael Frazier, Sister; Carolyn Grimes, 
Brothers; Michael Bullock, Gary 
Bullock, Tony & Steven Bullock.

Collins, Haley A., 33, died 
09/05/19.  He was a Signal 88 em-
ployee.  Service was held 09/12/19 
at GracePoint Church.  He is survived 
by: Parents; Janice and Willie Collins, 
Brother; Austin Collins, Grandparents; 
Howard and Rosalie Foreman.

Glover, Sr., Barry A., 60, died 
09/16/19.  He was a self Employed 
Master Electrician.  Service will be 
held 09/28/19 at Jackson Mortuary 
Chapel, 1125 E. 13th.  He is survived 
by: Sons; Barry Arnell Glover, Jr., 
Darius Arnell Glover, Daughter; Kia M. 
Glover, Brothers; Leon McClennon, Jr., 
Sisters; Levolia Glover, Lillian Baker, 
Regina Glover-White, Tina Bowen, 
Dorothy Wilson, Galia Smith and 
Yolanda Spann.

Harris, Sharon L., 78, died 
09/14/19.  She is survived by: 
Children; Andrew Harris, II, Audrey 
Harris, Shari Ware, Michael Harris, 
Kelly Fisher, Tyrena Judie, and Duane 
Judie. 

Morris, Sr., Billy V., 89, died 
08/31/19. Service was held 09/18/19 
at First United Methodist Church, 
Arkansas City, KS.  He is survived by; 
Sons; Billy V. Morris, Jr. ,  Dr. Vernon 
Robinson Morris,  Daughters; Dr. Cyn-
thia Morris Kellam and Bobbi Morris 
Garlington Daughter-in-law; Robbin 
Howard Morris, Brother; Theodore 
Eugene Morris; Sister in law; Angie 
Morris,

Owens, Martha M., 67, died 

09/10/19.  Service was held 09/18/19 
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  She is 
survived by: Children; Shauntella Ow-
ens, Sherika McClennon & Da'Onna 
Owens, Brother; Jimmy Owens, 
Sisters; Mildred Cherry & Barbara 
Owens,

Phillips Jr., Floyd, 60 died 
09/08/19.  Graveside service was held 
09/17/19 at Maple Grove Cemetery.  
He is survived by: Siblings; Betty 
Phillips-Burton, Maybelline Binkley, 
Shirley Franklin, Linda Calcote, 
Maxine Phillips, Sandra Riley, Teresa 
Phillips Wiggins Crosby, Yolanda Phil-
lips Brown, Angelina Phillips,

Pyles, Kathy L., 56, died 09/06/19.  
Graveside service was held 09/11/19 
at Wichita Park Cemetery.  She was a 
surgical technician.  She is survived 
by: Mother; Gwen Albright Toney, 
Children; Chelsea & Kaylynn Pyles, 
Sister; Cynthia Scales and Brother; 
Ralpheal Toney. 

Villegas, Jose E. C., 62, died 
09/3/19.  He was a former employee 
of Mel Hambelton.  Service was held 
09/12/19 at The Center Church.  He 
is survived by: Sisters; Maria Perez, 
Paula and Rosa Villegas and Brother; 
Andres Villegas.

Fountain, JoAnna D., 35, died 
09/06/19.  

Hansen, Carl F., 89, died 09/09/19
Service was held 09/21/19.

Lopez, Ulises A. M., 20, died 
09/12/19.  Service was held 09/18/19 
at Biglow Funeral Chapel.

Fort, Espernola, 92, died 09/19/19. 
Service will be held at 10 a.m. on 
09/28/19 at St Peter Claver, 1209 N. 
Indiana.

Gearhart, Loreen M., 88, died 
09/15/19.  Graveside Service was held 
09/18/19 at White Chapel Memorial 
Gardens.  

Henry, Viola M., 84, died 09/14/19. 
Service was held 09/19/19 at Old Mis-
sion Mortuary Chapel.

Poole, Susan, 76, died 09/18/19.  
Service was held 09/26/19.

Schumacher, Gregory, 49, died 
09/17/19.  Service will be held at 
11 a.m. on 09/28/19 at Old Mission 
Mortuary Chapel, 3424 E 21st. 

Meyer, Al G., 86, died 09/15/19.  
Service was held 09/20/19 at Grace 
Lutheran Church 

Surritte, Sharron K., 73, Died 
09/14/19.  No further details.

Bradley Jr., Hubert W., 61, died 
09/03/19.  A Memorial Service was 
held 09/11/19 at Lawrence A. Jones 
and Sons Funeral Chapel KCMO

Diamond Sr., William J., 80, died 
09/11/19.  Funeral service was held 
09/21/19 at Faith Mission Church KCMO

Reed, Mary L., 70, died 09/05/19.  
Funeral Service was held 09/20/19 at 
Pleasant Green Baptist Church 2910 
East 30th St. KCMO

Stevens, “Nink Nink”, Jalen D., 
21, died 09/10/19.  Service was 
held 091/19/19 at Lawrence A. Jones 
Linwood Chapel. 

Taylor, Odessa, 82, died 09/17/19.  
Funeral service was held 09/18/19 at 
New Horizon Baptist Church, KCMO

Tyler (Ingram), Marie O., 94, died 
09/17/19.  Funeral service was held 
09/19/19 at Jamison Temple CME, 
KCMO

Berry, Ronald E. "Speedy", 73, 
died 09/18/19.  Funeral service 
will be held 09/27/19 at 11 a.m. at 
Thatcher's Funeral Chapel, 1520 
North 5th Street, KCK

Dial, Iris, 91, died 09/20/19.  No 
further details.

Webster, Marcus L., 40, died 
09/11/19.  Memorial service was 
held 09/21/19 AT Thatcher's Funeral 
Chapel, KCK

Brown, Aaliyah A., 20 died 
09/13/19    Funeral service was held 
09/21/19 at Martin Temple Church of 
God in Christ, KCMO 

Gaines, Gwendolyn F., 68 died 
09/05/19.  Memorial service was held 
09/21/19 ay E.S. Eley & Sons Funeral 
Chapel, Inc. KCMO

Jackson, Edward L., 58, died 
08/31/19.  Funeral service was held 
09/14/19 at E.S. Eley & Sons Funeral 
Chapel, Inc., KCMO 

Parker, Steven A., 68, died 
09/05/19.  Funeral service was held 
09/16/19 at E.S. Eley & Sons Funeral 
Chapel, Inc., KCMO

Pierce Jr., Lemal, 62, died, 
09/08/19.  Celebration of Life was 
held 09/20/19 at Linwood United 
Church, KCMO
 
Waller, Sr., Darryl A., 56, died 
09/12/19.  Celebration of Life was 
held 09/20/19 at Concord Fortress of 
Hope Church, KCMO 

Guess, Sharon E., 68, died 
09/17/19. Funeral service will be held 
at 12:00 p.m. on 09/27/19 at Second 
Baptist Church of Independence.

Hawthorne, Billy J., 76, died 
09/10/19.  Funeral service was held 
09/14/19 at Morning Star Missionary 
Baptist Church 

Hayden, Jessie, 87, died 09/15/19. 
Funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. 
on 09/28/19 at Pilgrims Rest Mission-
ary Baptist Church

Logan, Sr., Buford, 90 died 
09/12/19.  Funeral service was held 
09/21/19 at Duane E. Harvey Funeral 
Directors.

Morgan, Ronnell D., 65, died 
09/18/19.  Memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m. on 09/28/19 at Duane 
E. Harvey Funeral Directors.

Richardson, Mae H. 76, died 
09/15/19. Funeral service was held 
09/21/19 at Mount Vernon Missionary 
Baptist Church

White, Shyrlye, 87, died 09/18/19.  
Funeral service will be held -0/28/19 
at 11 a.m. at Greater Pentecostal 
Temple

Cook, Charles M., 65, died 
09/11/19.  Funeral service was held 
09/17/19 at the New Church of the 
Living God

Williams, John W., 59, died 
08/31/19.  A Celebration of Life 
Gathering will be held at 2 p.m.  on 
10/05/19 at the Johnson Cremations-
Funerals-Receptions, 203 N. Washing-
ton, Junction City

Jackson
Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Old Mission

Wichita

Central Avenue

Wichita

Lawrence A. Jones & 
Sons 

Kansas City

Thatcher Funeral
Kansas City

E S Eley & Sons

KCMO

Duane E Harvey

KCMO

Johnson Crematory

Junction City



T
he 16th annual Gordon 
Parks Celebration in Fort 
Scott, Kan., is set to com-

memorate the 50th anniversary of 
the film The Learning Tree during 
a three-day event that kicks off 
Thurs., Oct. 3, with a full weekend 
of workshops, tours of Parks’ Fort 
Scott, viewings of “The Learning 
Tree,” jazz receptions, picnics 
in the park, banquets and even a 
reunion of “Learning Tree” actors, 
even those who had bit parts.

Gordon Parks wrote about his 
hometown of Fort Scott in his autobio-
graphical novel and subsequent film 
“The Learning Tree” – which was one 
of the first 25 films selected for place-
ment on the National Film Registry of 
the Library of Congress in 1989.

Though the film is based in a fic-
tional town in Kansas, it was formed 

from and filmed right in Fort Scott. 
During the filming, many Fort 

Scott residents were given roles as 
extras.  
So for 
the 50th 
Anniver-
sary, a 
special 
effort is 
being 
made 
to bring 
the extras, along with three stars 
of the film together for a special 
remembrance.  Several months ago, 
Kirk Sharp, executive director for 
the Gordon Parks Museum, put out 
a call for extras to return for this 
special anniversary. 

“So many folks have told us time 
and time again that they were in 
the movie ‘The Learning Tree’ as 
an extra or a spectator, so we’d 

like to have that wonderful time to 
document that.”

Several credited actors from the 

movie, Karole Graham, Stephen 
Perry, and S. Pearl Sharp, will attend 
this year’s celebration and receive 
the 2019 “Gordon Parks Choice 
of Weapons Award.”  The awards, 
which celebrate their career and 
character, will be presented at a 
Saturday evening closing banquet.  

After Parks’ huge success with 
this film – making him the first 

Annual Gordon Parks Celebration to Commemorate 
50th Anniversary of ‘The Learning Tree’ Movie
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22 Arts & Culture

A
s America celebrates 400 years of 
Africans in America, the Kansas 
African American Museum has 

compiled an exhibit in recognition 
of 150 years of African Americans in 
Wichita.  The exhibit, “Defining Black 
Wichita: 1870s to 1930, Black Belt 
Beginnings, The Downtown West End 
District” begins in the year Wichita was 
incorporated.

Wichita was little more than a trading 
post but African Americans migrating 
from the South, found a certain degree 
of safety in the Midwest city convenient-
ly positioned along the Arkansas River 
and the Chisholm Trail.

When the Atchison Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railway reached the city in 1872, 
Wichita became a destination for cattle 
drives traveling north from Texas to 
access railroads heading to markets in 
eastern U.S. cities.  Driven heavily by 
the cattle trade, Wichitans – both Black 

and White – grew rapidly in number 
and prosperity.    

If you’ve ever wondered what life was 
like for African Americans during those 
early days, “Defining Blackness” will 
answer your questions. What you’ll find 
is that as Wichita flourished, so did the 
stature of African Americans in Wichita.  
While none of them ultimately rose to 
the level of Archibald Derby, founder of 
Derby Oil, or Fred C. Koch, founder of 
Koch Industries, a strong Black middle 
class evolved.

The Black community formed 
churches and social organizations.  
Initially, Black children attended school 
with White children.  The schools 
weren’t segregated until 1911.  There 
was also a successful Black-owned 
businesses community. 

As in most segregated communities, 
Wichita’s Black community had its own 
restaurants, a hotel, clothing stores, 
tailors, a newspaper, a YMCA, and 
American Legion, a children’s home 
their own fire station to put out Black 

fires, and their own police officer to ar-
rest Black folks who were went outside 
of the law.

Initially, Water Street, the area just 
south of the Sedgwick County Court 
House, was the center of Wichita’s 
downtown business community.  You’ll 
learn how that area eventually became 
Wichita’s Black economic center and 
how the White businesses moved to 
Douglas Avenue. 

You’ll learn about some of Wichita’s 
early Black families: including the Van 
Leus, the Porters, the McAfees and the 
Robinsons.  That’s not to say all things 
were great for Wichita’s Black com-
munity. 

“Defining Black Wichita,” beauti-
fully curated by Paris Cunningham, 25, 
brings home a well-rounded message of 
both the “good” and the “bad” without 
making the exhibit seem to morose.  
The exhibit is more of a celebration of 
the amazing life put together by a group 
of people who in many cases were fresh 
out of slavery, potentially illiterate, but 

determined to take advantage of the 
possibilities America and, in this case, 
Wichita had to offer. 

“Defining Black Wichita:1870s to 
1930s” is on display at the Kansas Af-
rican American Museum, 601 N. Water 

through Sat., Nov. 23.  It is the first in a 
series of three Black Wichita exhibits.  
The next exhibit is “Defining Black 

Wichita: 1930s to 1970s – Heart of the 
Community, The Dunbar McAdams. 
District.”  

New Exhibit Looks at Early Life and Accomplishments of Blacks in Wichita

The Kansas African American Museum curator Paris Cunningham has 
compiled an amazingly informative exhibit that looks at the first 60 years of 
African-American life in Wichita.  



By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

By Natania Watie
The Community Voice

S. Pearl Sharp Steven Perry Karole Graham

B
lues in the 
Night,” a 
musical 

revue conceived by 
Sheldon Epps, will 
be the debut perfor-
mance of the 2019-
20 theatrical season 
of the Kansas City 
Black Repertory 
Theater.  The show 
will run Thurs., 
Sept 27 – Sun., Oct. 13 with perfor-
mances on Thursday through Sunday 
at the Kansas City Gem Theater, 1615 
E. 18th St., Kansas City, MO.  There will 
not be a performance on Sat., Oct. 5.  

“Blues in the Night,” a dialogue-free 
show, is set in a rundown Chicago hotel 
in 1938.  The show focuses on three 
women’s relationships with the same 
snake of a man, and their interweaving 
stories told through the torch songs and 
blues of Duke Ellington, Bessie Smith, 

Johnny Mercer, Harold 
Arlen, Vernon Duke, Gor-
don Jenkins, and Alberta 
Hunter, among others.

Showtimes are 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m. Thursday thru 
Saturday, and 3 – 5 p.m. 
Sunday.  Tickets are $40 
per person.  Student tickets 
$15 and senior tickets $30 
are available at the door, 
when seats remain open.  

Thursday evening, Oct. 3, is Industry 
Night and theatre industry professionals 
and college/adult students may purchase 
half-price tickets at the door.  Howard 
University Alumni Night is Sun., Oct. 6.  

In 2016, Damron Russel Armstrong 
founded the Black Repertory Theatre of Kan-
sas City to highlight neglected works of the 
Black experience in the American theatre. 
BRTKC funds performing arts professionals 
who teach in urban school districts that 
lack programs of their own.

KC Black Repertory Theater Returns for 
New Season  With ‘Blues in the Night’

See PARKS page 23 



African-American to direct a major 
Hollywood production – he went on to 
direct other films like “Shaft” in 1971, 
and authored more than a dozen books. 
He also wrote several original musical 
compositions, film scores, and a ballet. 
As a photojournalist for Life Magazine, he 
chronicled the Civil Rights movement for 

two decades, which established his reputa-
tion for groundbreaking work.

The Gordon Parks Celebration is for 
the whole family, with plenty of free events 
each day. Several events require pre-regis-
tration by Wed., Oct. 2, but otherwise each 
day you will have the opportunity to regis-
ter at the museum for the day’s events.

Attendees will have several chances 
throughout the event to catch a screening 
of “The Learning Tree” free of charge. 
There will also be guided tours of Fort 

Scott locations filmed in the movie.
Several noted artists will be in town, 

including Kansas City’s Jazz Ambassa-
dor Queen Bey.  She will present a jazz 
master class during the day and will be the 
evening entertainment at “A Night of Jazz” 
reception on Friday evening. 

Visitors will also go behind the scenes 
of “The Learning Tree,” and sit in on a 
panel discussion with actors from the film 
and Parks’ son, David Parks.
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from page 22

E
ddie Legacy, better known as the Photo 
Pharaoh, is South Central Kansas’ “go-to” 
urban photographer. 

Born in Wichita but raised in Atlanta, Eddie 
Legacy, 28, was molded a little differently than 
most photographers in our region. He grew up 
facing many obstacles that would break others, 
but for him those obstacles created an artistic 
machine.

After a short stint in college, a life of creativ-
ity chose him.

The Legacy brand is a name inspired by the 
memory of his grandfather, and it later trans-
lated into what he wanted to do for his clients 
– capture their legacies.

Eddie has been capturing and solidifying the 
legacies of his subjects for the past 10 years, 
but within the last three he’s been able to hone 
his craft to complete some truly amazing works 
of art.

A photo session with him has become known 
as the Eddie Legacy Experience. Subjects and 
fans alike have come to expect the unexpected, 
but they are guaranteed to be wowed with visual 
brilliance.

Legacy said, “I wanted to provide a platform 
where regular people could come and feel 
good about themselves and build their self-
confidence. I want them to feel good and look 
good, then I take it upon myself to capture 
them in angles and in different ways that they’ve 
never seen themselves.”

It all starts with a thought. The creative 
process takes root as an idea before the 
masterpiece comes to life. He will then plan 
the photo extravaganza by scouting the perfect 
location for expression, and then comes the 
design of the set and props. Legacy doesn’t stop 
there – he takes full creative control over every 
aspect of the process. Working with this artist, 
you’re in for a whole style makeover. Legacy has 
even been known to design the clothing that his 
models wear.

He’s gained a loyal fan-following and on any 

given day of the week 
his followers’ check-in 
hoping he’s released new 
work. 

The Legacy buzz re-
ally took off with his Yarn 
Project. The project of 
nearly a dozen posts, all 
have his models creatively 
and alluringly wrapped in 
bright yarn.  His Sunflower 
Series transports us some-
times dramatically, and 
at other times whimsi-
cally, into a field of Kansas 
sunflowers. 

His photography man-
ages to allow each of his 
models, young and old 
alike, to shine brightly 
without diminishing anyone else in 
the group. 

His work is sleek and it is edgy. 
His angles and slants capture his 
models’ regalness, and there’s no 
question about the Photo Pharaoh’s 
regality, since he is at the top of his 
game, leading the urban photography 
industry here in Kansas.

The Photo Pharaoh is very spiritu-
ally motivated. His work is about 
spreading God’s love and showing the 
people the beauty that lays within. His 
overall goal is to help uplift others.

Even with the reality that following 
your dreams can be tough, he said, 
“The thing that keeps me going is the 
fact that it’s not just me anymore. I’m 
doing this for the people. This is my 
work of God – preaching through 
imagery. Also through experience, be-
cause I come with the fruitful wisdom 
that I’ve accumulated at a young age.”

To stay updated, follow him on 
Instagram @THEPHOTOPHARAOH, 
Facebook @Eddie Legacy, or Snap-
chat @LEGVCY.

Photo Pharaoh Preaches Through His Photography
By Natania Watie
The Community Voice 

PHOTOS: Eddie Legacy brings creativity and 
uniqueness to his photography.  Pictured: work 
from his Yarn Project and Sunflower series, and 
Legacy at work in a sunflower field.   
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24 Coming Soon: 

Pedestrian Wayfinding Signs

New wayfinding signage connects residents 
of Shocker Neighborhoods to existing 

community resources on and off campus

Routes and signs are made possible through 
a grant from the Kansas Health Foundation

Healthy Food Market

(Save-A-Lot)

GraceMed 

Clinic

Fairmount Park

Redbud 

Path

Go Create Marketspace

Rhatigan 
Student Center

One Stop 

Student Services

WSU 

Post Office

Heskett Center

Lynette Woodard 
Recreation Center

Atwater Neighborhood

Resource Center

HealthCore 

Clinic

Maya Angelou 
Branch Library

Open Door Food Program

Boys & Girls Club


