
W
ith a solid debut solo album 
on a major label and a new 
album to be released soon, 

Stokley is a mature artist coming into 
his own after years of hard work with 
Mint Condition and backing up the 
likes of Prince and Janet Jackson.   

Stokley’s album, “Introducing 
Stokley,” has spawned two Top 10 
single hits. The first single “Level,” 
with a perfect stepper’s beat, peaked 
at No. 3 on Billboard’s Adult R&B 
Song Chart. He followed that up 
closely with the release of “Organic,” 
which reached the Top 10 on the 
same chart. 

His solo success seems to sup-
port the change of direction he’s 
taken in his career.

“The essence of life is change,” 
he told Carla Eckels, with Wichita’s 
KMUW radio station, “but a lot of 
times it’s actually hard for people to 

do or accept.”
Stokley cherishes the memories 

of talking with fellow Twin Cities na-
tive Prince about making the leap to 
solo artist. 

“He championed what I’m do-
ing right now, with the solo thing,” 
Stokley said. “He was 
adamant about me 
doing it. I feel that 
his presence is 
definitely on [“In-
troducing Stok-
ley” (Concord)]. 
I  wouldn’ t 
sound l ike 
I do without 
him.”

His h i t  “Level ” 
has been turning 
heads, and would 
make Prince 
proud. 

“ E v e r y 
time every-
body heard 
i t  t h e y 
couldn’t just 
play it once 
o r  t w i c e , 

they would play it three or four 
times, so it was pretty obvious that 
was what the single should be,” he 
said. “The song is simply about this 
journey in life, finding somebody 
that sees the world the same way 
as you do.”

Emerging from the unique 
musical incubator that was ’70s 

and ’80s Minneapolis/St. Paul, 
Stokley Williams started 

playing percussion 
instruments as a 

child and continued 
at St. Paul Central High 

School, the magnet school 
where he and the other 
members of Mint Condition 
came together.  

“We had  un ique 
classes like steel 

d r u m 
c l a s s , 

a n d 
w e 
h a d 
a re-
cord-
i n g 
s t u -

dio in the school,” he recalled. “Now, 
they’ve started losing it in schools. 
People don’t know what a guitar is. 
You can’t be it if you don’t see it, if 
you’re not around it.” 

Stokley and his crew threw them-
selves into the local scene during 
the ’80s, and it paid off. They were 
spotted by the R&B record producers 
Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis, who 
went from sidemen with Prince to 
crafting hits for Janet Jackson. Along 
with helping Mint Condition score 
a record deal, the producers put 
Stokley to work behind other artists 
like Jackson and Color Me Badd.

“I’m a drummer first. I’ve been do-
ing that longer than anything. I have 
to play. I’m itching right now,” he 
said. “In Minneapolis, I guess I was 
the residential session drummer. 
Everything they did, pretty much, 
they needed live drums, percussion, 
background vocals. I was the utility 
guy. They included me, and I really 
feel good about that.”

Those early years have served to 
direct Stokley’s musical compass to 
this day, and he’s finding inspiration 
everywhere.

“You have to have all your portals 
open,” he said. “It might come from 
the birds, you might be reading 
something, having a conversation, 
it might be a certain melody you can 
put the words to later.”

Things have come full circle, he 
says. “So many amazing things have 
happened these last few years. I’m 
opening my wings and saying yes.”

One thing that is truly full circle 
is his drum gig touring with Prince’s 
former band, The Revolution, for trib-
ute shows to his mentor. “Amazing, 
this is the group you see in Purple 
Rain,” he said. “It’s been an amazing 
journey with them because these are 
my heroes I’ve loved watching.”

Stokley was playing with The 
Revolution when they appeared in 
2018 at the Wichita Riverfest.  

Some fans say that if Mint Condi-
tion reunited, they could get in a 
Maze career vibe, enjoying a solid 
tour schedule with their dedicated 
base. Mint’s not quite ready for that.

“I know we’re in different spots 
doing different things artistically, but 

Stokley
By Glen Sharp
The Community Voice 

See STOKLEY page 14

KC Summer Soul Fest

F
or decades, and across gen-
erations, the music of Frankie 
Beverly and Maze has livened 

up family gatherings and Black 
events.  The band has a long, rich 
history of closing out shows to sway-
ing crowds of fans, and Maze will be 
at it again as the closing act of the 
KC Summer Soul Fest.

GROUP’S HISTORY 
Like many Black artists, Frankie 

got his inspiration of song from going 
to church, but he got his stage name 
from Frankie Lymon, the lead singer 
of the popular ’50s group the Teen-
agers. Growing up, Frankie, whose 
birth name is Howard Beverly, used 
to sing Lymon’s songs on the street 
corners of Philadelphia. That sing-
ing led Philadelphia fans to call him 
“Little Frankie,” and the name stuck.  

Even though Philly was a hotspot 
for ’70s soul music, with the writing 
duo of Gamble and Huff penning hit 
after hit, young Frankie and his then 
band Raw Soul didn’t find much 

love in his hometown. So, Frankie 
packed up the group and moved 
to San Francisco where they im-
mediately developed a strong and 
diverse fan base.  

Among their fans was Jan Gaye, 
wife of Marvin Gaye, who introduced 
the band to her husband.  It was 
Marvin who helped open the door 
for Frankie by booking Raw Soul 
to tour with him as his opening act 
during the summer of 1976.  

That summer, the group was 
signed as one of the earlier groups 
in Capitol Records’ fledgling Black 
music department. In order to ink 
the deal, Larkin Arnold, who was 
charged with developing the label’s 
Black brand, offered young Frankie 
an offer he couldn’t refuse – the 
opportunity to retain the publishing 
rights to all his songs.  

When the band released its first 
album, the self-named disc revealed 
the group’s new moniker, “Maze fea-
turing Frankie Beverly.”  “While I’m 
Alone,” was released as the single 

from the album, but the seven-song 
set was ultimately full of hits, includ-
ing: "Time Is on My Side," "Happy 
Feelin's," "Lady of Magic," "You," 
and "Look at California." 

By the late ’70s, disco was on 
the rise, and the group was faced 
with the tough decision to adapt or 

change their sound to fit the disco 
wave. True to their roots, Maze and 
Frankie kept their sound pure. 
Refusing to succumb to industry 
pressure to dilute their sound for 
broader appeal.

With that pure “California Soul” 
sound, Maze went on to release 10 

recordings for Capitol, including six 
studio albums, two live albums and 
two greatest-hits collections. Seven 
of those recordings are gold, including 
1978’s “Golden Time of Day,” 1979’s 
“Inspiration, 1980’s “Joy and Pain” 
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MAZE feat Frankie Beverly
Play On 
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Grub & Groove Lineup 
is Announced and Adds 
2nd Night w/ Gospel 

People are already marking their 

calendars for Aug. 15 and 16 to get 

down at Grub & Groove. Fri night is 

Gospel; Sat. is old-school Groove. 

Visit GrubAndGrooveFestival.com.      

OUR EATS: Geno’s  
Bar-BQ in Kechi, KS
Geno’s is a hidden gem in the 

Wichita area, and has been turning 

heads since its appearance on 

our list of Black-owned restaurants 

around Kansas and KC.  

   

OUR EATS: Bayou on the 
Vine in Kansas City   
Bayou on the Vine is the prime 

Cajun spot in the 18th and Vine 

District, and was also featured in The 

Community Voice’s “OUR” EATS 

list of Black-owned restaurants. Try 

them out this summer! See our full list 

online at CommunityVoiceKS.com.

Albert Wilson - Young 
Black Men Beware
It’s been months since 

Wilson was convicted on 
questionable evidence of rape 
in Lawrence, but people are 
keeping his case alive pending 
appeals and using it as a lesson. 

Governor-Appointed    
Positions That You Can 
Apply For; It’s Easy    

There’s a need for 1,000 Kansans 

to serve on a variety of boards 

and commissions, and for many 

“unclassified” jobs with the state. 
Go to governor.kansas.gov/serving-

kansans/office-of-appointments.

Our Top 5 Online Stories 

I
f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly 
on our website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up 
to receive our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between 

each bi-weekly issue of “The Community Voice.”  Here’s just 
some of what you missed during the last two weeks. 
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Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Top Photo Front: LaDora Lattimore retirement from Friends of Yates 
story page 9.
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BIRACIAL RAPPER TINY 
JAG QUITS MUSIC FEST 
OVER HIGHER TICKET 
PRICING FOR WHITE 

PEOPLE
A Detroit music festival which was 

harshly criticized by one of its sched-
uled performers for charging White 
ticket holders more money than minor-
ity spectators has announced that it has 
changed its pricing after alleged threats 

by White 
suprema-
cists.

“For 
the safety 
of our 
com-
munity, 
family, el-
ders who 
received 

threats from White supremacists, & 
youth who were subjected to seeing rac-
ist comments on our Instagram page, 
Afrofuture Fest has changed our ticket-
ing model to $20 General Admission & 
suggested donation for nonPOC (People 
of Color) on Evenbrite,” the festival 
organizers tweeted on Sunday.

The announcement came after a 

biracial rapper pulled out of the festival 
in her hometown of Detroit after she 
learned that Whites(Non-POC)  were 
being charged $20 and Blacks (POC) 
were charged $10.

Jillian Graham, who is known to her 
fans by the stage name Tiny Jag, says 
that she learned of the separate price 
tier for “non-people of color” after a 
White friend sent her a screenshot of 
the festival program to her Instagram 
account.

BLACK WOMAN NAMED 
MARIJUANA PEPSI 

EARNS PHD  
The 46-year-old mother of four 

said she refused to change her name 
because it made her the strong woman 
she is today.

The Wisconsin woman is proving 
to the world that having an eccentric 
name won’t stop her from fulfilling 
her dreams and educational goals.

Her name is Marijuana Pepsi 
Vandyck and after eight years of 
studying, she just received her PhD  
in Leadership for the Advancement 
of Learning and Service in Higher 
Education from Wisconsin’s Cardi-
nal Stritch University.

Despite her name, she doesn’t 
smoke nor is she a huge fan of soda 
pop.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
reported that Marijuana Pepsi, stressed 
that while everyone told her to change 
her name, she refused to do so. She 
told the newspaper that her mother 
picked out her name and declared it 
would take her daughter around the 
world.

While Vandyck admits that growing 
up she was constantly teased by peers 
and adults, she says that pain helped 
shape who she is today.

Even better? The name of her dis-
sertation was called, “Black names in 
White classrooms: Teacher behaviors 
and student perceptions.”

She told the Journal Sentinel that she 

spent part of her research interview-
ing Black students at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater about the effect 
their distinctly Black names had on 
their treatment by teachers and on their 
academic achievement.

In addition to teaching and running 
a performance coaching company, 
Vandyck started an annual scholarship 
award for Black students enrolled at 
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.

Congrats, Dr. Pepsi!

MELVIN EDMONDS, 
CO-FOUNDER OF 

AFTER 7 DIES
Melvin Edmonds, the brother of 

Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds, died on 
May 18.  

Edmonds along with 
Kevon Edmonds and 
college buddy Keith 
Mitchell formed 
After 7 in 1987. 
They would go 
on to release four 
albums including 
their self-titled 
debut album in 
1989. Spawning 
the singles “Ready 

Or Not,” “Heat Of The Moment,” and 
“Can’t Stop,” the group experienced 
great success. Later, Melvin and Kevon 
would join another set of brothers, 
K-Ci and JoJo of Jodeci to perform as 
Milestone. Together, they would only 
produce one song, “I Care About You” 
from the Soul Food soundtrack.

Melvin suffered a stroke in 2011, 
preventing him from re-joining a 
revamped version of After 7 with Kevon 
and son Jason. Four years later, how-
ever, After 7 was back as a foursome, 
releasing the singles “Let Me Know,” “I 
Want You,” and the album, “Timeless.” 
Melvin Edmonds was 65. He’s survived 
by his four children.

STEVIE WONDER 
CONFIRMS HE’S 

GETTING A KIDNEY 
TRANSPLANT 

Amid recent rumors of “health chal-
lenges,” Stevie Wonder revealed that he 
needs a kidney transplant.

Wonder, 69, made the news public 
in July during a performance in Britain 
saying that he’s going on a hiatus from 
touring and that thankfully, he’s already 
found a donor and that the procedure 
will take place in September.

J
U

LY
 11

, 2
0
1
9   |     T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 V
O

IC
E

3

E
N
T
E
R
T
A
IN
M
E
N
T



Jag

Vandyck Edmonds



4

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

| J
U

LY
 1

1,
 2

01
9

National News

O
n their final day of decisions 
before a summer break, the 
conservative justices of the 

Supreme Court handed down two 
politically charged rulings.  

The justices ruled that federal 
courts have no role to play in efforts 
to combat the drawing of electoral 
districts for partisan gain and put a 
hold on the Trump administration’s 
effort to add a citizenship question to 
the 2020 census.  

The gerrymandering decision was 
a major blow to critics of the partisan 
manipulation of electoral maps that 
can result when one party controls re-
districting.  In their ruling, the justices 
rejected challenges to Republican-

drawn congressional districts in North 
Carolina and a Democratic district in 
Maryland.

The decision could embolden 
political line-drawing for partisan gain 
when state lawmakers undertake the 
next round of redistricting following 
the 2020 census.

Courts are the wrong place to settle 
these disputes, Chief Justice John Rob-
erts said in his opinion for the court.   
Voters and elected officials should 
be the arbiters of what is a political 
dispute.  

In dissent for the four liberals, 
Justice Elena Kagan wrote, "For the 
first time ever, this court refuses to 
remedy a constitutional violation 
because it thinks the task beyond judi-
cial capabilities." Kagan, in mournful 
tones, read a summary of her dissent 

in court to emphasize her disagree-
ment.

Federal courts in five states con-
cluded that redistricting plans put in 
place under one party's control could 
go too far and that there were ways to 
identify and manage excessively par-
tisan districts. Those courts included 
15 federal judges appointed by Re-
publican and Democratic presidents 
reaching back to Jimmy Carter.

But the five Republican-appointed 
justices decided otherwise.

The decision effectively reverses 
the outcome of rulings in Maryland, 
Michigan, North Carolina and Ohio, 
where courts had ordered new maps 
drawn and ends proceedings in Wis-
consin, where a retrial was supposed 
to take place this summer after the 
Supreme Court last year threw out a 

decision on procedural grounds.
Proponents of limiting partisan ger-

rymandering still have several routes 
open to them, including challenges in 
state courts. There is a pending North 
Carolina lawsuit.

CENSUS CASE 

In the census case, the court said 
the Trump administration’s explana-
tion for wanting to add the question 
was “more of a distraction” than an 
explanation. The administration had 
cited the need to improve enforce-
ment of the Voting Rights Act.

It's unclear whether the adminis-
tration would have time to provide a 
fuller account. Census forms are sup-
posed to be printed beginning July 1.

Roberts again had the court's opin-
ion, with the four liberals joining him 
in the relevant part of the outcome.

The Census Bureau’s own experts 
have predicted that millions of His-
panics and immigrants would go un-
counted if the census asked everyone 
if he or she is an American citizen.

Immigrant advocacy organizations 
and Democratic-led states, cities 
and counties argue the citizenship 
question is intended to discourage the 
participation of minorities, primar-
ily Hispanics, who tend to support 
Democrats, from filling out census 
forms.

The Constitution requires a census 
count every 10 years. A question about 
citizenship had once been common, 
but it has not been widely asked since 
1950. At the moment, the question is 
part of a detailed annual sample of 
a small chunk of the population, the 
American Community Survey.

Supreme Court: Gerrymandering Districts, OK; Census Citizenship, Not
By Mark Sherman
The Associated Press

E
arly this month, the State of 
Colorado announced that it has 
netted an extra $1 Billion in tax 

revenue, since the state legalized rec-
reational marijuana for adults in 2014, 
with much of the money devoted to the 
state’s Marijuana Tax Cash Fund. 

The fund spends the money on 
more than 60 programs and grants 
addressing mental health, education, 
and more.  Each year, lawmakers get 
to switch up where the money goes 
with bills introduced each year to 
create new programs the funds can be 
used on.  

The Marijuana Tax Cash Fund 
budget has contributed to these four 
areas the most: human services, public 
health and the environment, educa-
tion, and local affairs.

Of the Marijuana Tax Cash Fund’s 
budget, 16.4% has gone to educa-
tion initiatives since retail sales were 
legalized, according to the state. That’s 
bankrolled school construction proj-
ects, youth literacy, and anti-bullying 
programs. Lawmakers even set aside 
$25 million in tax revenue to help 
school districts in the state set up full-

day kindergarten programs, according 
to the Colorado Sun.

Charter schools can also submit 
requests for a share of the state mari-
juana funds, as they’re promised about 
12.5% of the overall funding available 
through the Building Excellent Schools 
Today (BEST) program.

At CNBC’s recent Net Net event 
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis said, “It’s 
going very well. ... It’s creating tens of 
thousands of jobs, tax revenue for the 
state, filling up buildings for landlords 
and reducing crime. ... Although I 
like to tell my peer governors in other 
states ‘It’s not going well, don’t do it.’ 
There is obviously more advantage to 
us when we are all a little bit more 
special, and obviously more and more 
states are moving in this direction.”

Illinois recently became the 11th 
U.S. state to approve cannabis for 
recreational adult use, joining the 
state of Washington, Alaska, Colorado, 
California, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Oregon, Vermont, Michigan and Ne-
vada. Washington, D.C., also has legal 
marijuana sales. The Illinois law will 
go into effect on Jan. 1, 2020.

All it took for Colorado to net $1 
billion in tax revenue was a 2.9% sales 
tax on medical marijuana, a 15% 
special sales tax on retail marijuana 
at the dispensary, and 15% excise tax 
on retail weed imposed every time it’s 
transferred from a production facility 
to a shop.

And that’s all before local taxes, 
which can add an extra 5% to 10% 
fee, according to Westword. For 
example, Aurora has an additional 

marijuana tax it says funds the Aurora 
Day Center, which gives homeless 
people a place to go during the day.

That doesn’t mean that marijuana 
tax revenue is always a straightfor-
ward upside to legalization, though.

For one, high taxes can simply 
drive low-income drug users to the 
black market. Plus, an over-reliance 
on marijuana taxes isn’t necessar-
ily good. California has drastically 
slashed its expectations for marijuana 

tax revenue since sales began in 2018, 
and the state’s black market is still 
thriving.

With federally licensed banks not 
allowed to accept cash generated 
from marijuana sells, lack of access to 
banking options led California’s senate 
to approve state-chartered cannabis 
banks to help the industry get around 
restrictions on access to banking 
services. The federal government also is 
considering the SAFE Banking Act.

Colorado Has Raised $1 Billion in Marijuana State Revenue  
•Whatdidtheydowiththemoney?





Marijuana sales in Colorado are heavily taxed, netting the state a big windfall.  How are they putting the funds to 
use and how do they keep high tax levels from driving buyers to the black market?  



T
he filing deadline for the 
Nov. 5 general election 
has passed and the Aug. 

6 primaries are almost upon 
Kansas voters.  In these off-year 
elections, Kansans will elect 
school and city council officials, 
and members to a variety of 
boards, including junior col-
lege, water and other utility 
boards.    

This year, we found more than 
a dozen African-American can-
didates running for office, including 
three Black candidates for the mayor 
of Wichita - that ties the number in 
KCMO’s mayoral race earlier this 
year. 
WICHITA MAYOR

Wichita’s incumbent Mayor Jeff 
Longwell is seeking his second and 
final (due to term limits) four-year 
term as mayor of the state’s largest 
city.  Longwell, has drawn eight other 
contenders who believe they can do 
a better job than he has, including 
three African-American men, all of 
whom are surprisingly young, and 
running without any political experi-
ence.  Neither of these are points that 
should disqualify them from making 
an excellent mayor, it’s a point worth 
noting.  We’re glad to see the young – 
especially the brothers – stepping up. 

With nine candidates in the race, 
Wichitans will narrow the field to the 
top two candidates with their vote in 
the Aug. 6 primary. 

Brock Booker, who works in 
male retail clothing sales, is a native 
of Southeast Kansas.  Many may know 
him as an active member, and often a 
soloist, for the ARISE Choir.

Ian Demory, an educator and 
artist, says he’s not a career politician 
and that’s good.  “What I am is a citi-
zen who wants to stand with and for 
the citizens of all walks of life. And 
that's what I feel this city needs.”

Joshua Atkinson is a master 
HVAC mechanic and SMART sheet 
metal Local Union #2 Journeyman. 
He describes himself as a “proud, 
working-class family man.”  He and 
his wife have three young children. 
WICHITA SCHOOL BOARD, USD 259

There are currently no people of 

color on Wichita’s School 
board, even though 
the school district is a 
majority-minority district.  
Only one African Ameri-
can is seeking election in 
any of the three districts 
seats up for contention 
this year. 

Joseph Shepard 
is running for elec-
tion in the at-large seat 
on the Wichita School 
Board and he has lots of 
competition, including 
the incumbent.  The four 
will face off in the Aug. 6 
primary.  Shepard, who 
works as the director of 
Multicultural Engage-
ment and Campus Life 
at Newman University, is 
a relatively recent graduate 
of Wichita State University, where he 
gained election experience in two 
successful runs for student body 
president
TOPEKA ELECTIONS

Because of a low number of 
candidates, Shawnee County will not 
be holding a primary election.  We 
understand there are two candidates 
to follow:  Tamika Terry, who is 
running for the District 2 seat on 
the Topeka City Council and Keith 
Tatum, who is running for the At 
Large seat on the Topeka USD 501 
School Board.    
KANSAS CITY UG COMMISSION

There are five seats on the Wy-
andotte County Unified Government 
Commission up for election this year 
and there will be a primary in three 
of them – District 1 At Large, District 
3 and District 4.  and there are 

African-American candidates in two 
of the three races. 

Steven James, a homegrown 
Kansas Citian, is a candidate for 
the District 1 seat on the Unified 
Government Commission.   He works 
as a mentor with ThrYve, a program 
working through KCK Schools to re-
duce youth violence.  “Change comes 
from the bottom, not the top,” wrote 
Steven, and he believes he can be the 
change Kansas City needs. 

There are three candidates in his 
race, including incumbent Melissa 
Bynum.  They will face-off in the 
August primary. 

Sitting 4th District Commissioner 
Harold Johnson is running to 
maintain his position on the UG Com-
mission.  Johnson is senior pastor 
of Faith Deliverance Family Worship 
Center, COGIC.  There are two other 
candidates in his race, so they will 
face off in next month’s primary. 

Opposing Johnson is Tarence 
Maddox, who previously served one 
term as the 4th district commissioner.  
Maddox has tagged himself “the 
Urgent Option.” “Our community has 
reached an urgent point of disparity,” 
Maddox said. 
KCK BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

The Board of Public Unities 
controls the production and distribu-
tion of water and electricity in KCK.  
There are three seats on the board 
up for contention in this election 
cycle.  All three seats have multiple 
candidates requiring the candidate 
list to be narrowed during the August 
primary. 

Running for the District 1 seat on 
the BPU board are Robert “Bob” 
Milan and Minister LaRon 
Thompson.   Milan, the incum-
bent, is retired and has served on the 
BPU board since 1991. Since May 

2018, Thompson has been interim 
pastor at Paseo Baptist Church, 
KCMO. 

Running for the District 3 at large 
seat on the BPU board are Chiquita 
Coggs and David Haley.  Coggs 
is the former director of the Kansas 
Board of Cosmetology.  Haley is a 
long-term Kansas Senator, repre-
senting the district that covers most 
of Northeast Kansas City, KS.  Yes, 
he can legally hold both positions.  
There are four other candidates in 
that race, for a total of six. 
KCKCC BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Will not hold a primary election. 
KCK SCHOOL BOARD, USD 500

Will not hold a primary election.  
Both the KCKCC Board of Trustees 
and USD 500 have numerous candi-
dates to keep an eye on.  We’ll make 
sure to cover these races ahead of 
the November election.  
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Brock Booker - WichitaBob Milan - Wyandotte

Chiquita Coggs - Wyandotte David Haley - Wyandotte Harold Johnson - Wyandotte

Ian Demory - Wichita Joseph Shepard - Wichita

Joshua Atkinson - Wichita LaRon Thompson - Wyandotte

Steven James - Wyandotte Tarence Maddox - Wyandotte

More Than a Dozen African-American Candidates Seeking Election in 2019

Keith Tatum - Topeka Tamika Terry - Topeka





F
ollowing the recent release of 
reports by Missouri Attorney 
General Eric Schmitt and Audi-

tor Nicole Galloway, a Special Mis-
souri House Committee on Criminal 
Justice has announced public hear-
ings to be held July 24 in St. Louis 
and Aug. 1 in Kansas City.  

This spring, Attorney General 
Schmitt released his 2018 Vehicle 
stops Report, which showed Black 
drivers were 91% more likely than 
White motorists to be pulled over 
by police. That is the largest racial 
disparity in vehicle stops 
since the state began keeping 
records more than a decade 
ago.  

Auditor Galloway’s report 
shows an increase in cash and 
property seized by Missouri 
law enforcement agencies of 
$9.1 million in 2018, up from 
$7.1 mission in 2017, despite 

a U.S. Supreme Court ruling restrict-
ing the use of asset forfeiture.  

State Rep. Shamed Dogan, (R-
Ballwin) who chairs the committee, 
says the public hearing will examine 
the issues of racial profiling and civil 
asset forfeiture.  Committee members 
are seeking input from law enforce-
ment, community leaders, prosecu-
tors, elected officials and members of 
the public.

“If you have experienced racial 
profiling or had property seized 
through forfeiture, or know someone 

who has, please 
consider testifying 
about your experi-
ence,” wrote Dogan 
on a recent Facebook 
post.  “The numbers 
released by Attorney 
General Schmitt and 
Auditor Galloway are 
concerning and a 

true call to action for our committee 
and our legislature. It’s imperative 
that we seek solutions to help better 
protect Missourians’ 4th Amendment 
rights while also upholding law en-
forcement’s responsibility to protect 
public safety,” 

The first public hearing in St. Louis 
will take place Wed., July 24, at 9 a.m. 
at the St. Louis County Council cham-
bers 41 S. Central Ave., Clayton, MO.

The Kansas City hearing will take 
place Thurs., Aug. 1, at 9 a.m. at 
the Robert J. Mohart Multi-Purpose 
Center, 3200 Wayne Ave., Kansas City, 
MO.

The Special Committee on Criminal 
Justice was formed during the 2019 
legislative session to explore ways to 
reform Missouri’s criminal justice 
system. Dogan was selected by House 
Speaker Elijah Haahr to chair the 
committee for the 100th General 
Assembly. 
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6 Missouri News

A 
report from Missouri's attorney 
general shows a widening gap 
between how Black and White 

drivers in the state are treated.  The 
report released by Missouri Attorney 
General  Eric Schmitt in May, shows 
in 2018 that Black drivers across the 
state were 91% more likely than White 
motorists to be pulled over by police, 
up from 70% more likely in 2015.  

Last year's statewide disparity rate 
between White and Black drivers is 
the highest recorded in the almost 
two decades since the state first began 
compiling data.

"For the 18th year in a row, the 
Missouri Attorney General's office 
has released a report that shows 
Black communities, and people of 
color are disproportionately stopped 
and searched by law enforcement," 
ACLU legislative and policy Director 
Sara Baker said in a statement. "A 
report is not enough. Actions must 
be taken."

The Missouri NAACP in 2017 issued 
a travel advisory warning people to 
be careful while in Missouri because 
of a danger that civil rights won't be 
respected, citing in part the attorney 
general's annual report on disparities 
in police stops.

"One has to be cautious about 
how you interpret that," said Richard 
Rosenfeld, a University of Missouri-St. 
Louis criminologist who analyzed the 
data for the attorney general's office.  
"Because in the more recent years 
of course we're moving further and 
further away from the 2010 Census, 
which was used as the population 
base. But I don't think use of the 2010 
Census alone explains that increase in 
disparity."

Missouri Sheriff’s Association 
Executive Director Kevin Merritt in a 
statement said "law enforcement has 
no tolerance for racial bias in policing 
and in general is not opposed to data 
collection." But he raised issues with 

drawing conclusions from police 
stops and said law enforcement 
officials have pushed to collect 
additional data on whether of-
ficers knew the race of the driver 
before pulling them over.

"There is much more to this 
issue than raw data of stops," 
Merritt said. "Those who support 
our law enforcement officers 
should not blindly conclude bias 
exists without being part of the 
solution."

"If you don't have any teeth 
in that law that bans racial 
profiling, then you won't get 
compliance," said Republican 
state Rep. Shamed Dogan, of the 
St. Louis suburb of Ballwin. "We 
need to get Republicans on board to 
recognize that it's a crisis. We have 
data to prove this has been going on 
for two decades."

Missouri law allows the governor to 
strip state funding from police agen-

cies that don't comply with the state's 
racial profiling law. State Budget 
Director Dan Haug said at least as far 
back as 2015, that has not occurred.   

"The numbers are either constantly 
remaining the same or going up," said 
former Springfield NAACP President 

and current board member Cheryl 
Clay. "There has been no progress 
whatsoever."

Clay says her biggest concern is that 
there are no efforts being made by the 
state to do anything with that data. 

  Associated Press

Missouri House Committee to Hold Hearings on 
Driving While Black and Civil Asset Forfeiture  

Attorney General’s Report Shows Widening Stop Gap 

S
en. Jamilah Nasheed (D-St. 
Louis) and Rep. Shamed 
Dogan (R-Ballwin) have both 

introduced bills in the Missouri 
Legislature designed to address 
the issue of racial disparities by 
Missouri-based law enforcement of-
ficials.  Police agencies are already 
required to submit vehicle stop data 
to the Missouri attorney general 
each year. Their bills strengthen 
the state’s current data collection 
requirements, but goes further.  

THEIR BILLS:

•Formally prohibits discrimination 
in policing.

•Creates accountability by 
requiring law enforcement agencies 
to review their vehicle stop data 
yearly and report back to the com-
munity.

•Requires that officers who po-
lice unfairly face discipline, as well 
as counseling and training.

•Mandates that officers ask for 
consent to search someone in 

easily understood terms. Officers 
also must document when a person 
gave permission for the search. 
Searches can only take place 
when an officer has specific facts 
that lead them to ask a person for 
consent to search.

•Establishes a procedure for put-
ting law enforcement agencies that 
illustrate a pattern of "significant 
disproportion" in its policing under 
review by the Missouri Attorney 
General. 

After six years under the at-
torney general's microscope, "then 
the attorney general has the ability 
— not required, but he has the 
ability — to take away their funding 
and to continue working with them," 
Dogan, the only African-American 
Republican in the Legislature.

•Redirects revenue from fines 
and fees to additional training if a 
law enforcement agency demon-
strates consistently high numbers 
of discriminatory stops.

Missouri Reps Propose Law 
To Reduce Bias in Policing 





Black drivers across the state were 91% more likely than White motorists to be 

pulled over by police.

Dogan



W
ith back-to-school for USD 
259 students about a month 
away, parents are probably 

wishing it could come sooner, except 
when they consider the associated 
cost.  Getting children ready for the 
school year can be expensive, and 
a particular hardship on some 
parents.  The costs for school sup-
plies, uniforms, 
immunizations, 
physicals and 
back packs can 
break an already 
tight budget.

That’s why a 
growing number 
of community 
organizations 
are sponsoring 
back-to-school 
giveaways, to 
help some fami-
lies start the new 

school year on the right foot.  
Here are the details on the Wichita 

area back-to-school programs we’re 
aware of.  If we learn about more, 
we’ll post them on our Facebook page 
and on our website at www.Communi-
tyVoiceKS.com.  

BACK TO SCHOOL CARNIVAL  
July 13, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Sponsored by HealthCore Clinic, 
2707 E. 21st St., Wichita.  

Fun kids activities, prizes and 
snacks, and community resource 
booths.  On July 13, Healthcore will 
offer $15 sports physical.  You must 
call 316-691-0249 to schedule a 
sports physical.

CONVOY OF HOPE

July 20, 10 a.m. – till 
Convoy of Hope is back 

this year at two Wichita 
locations:  

Bethel Life Center, 3777 S. 
Meridian

McAdams Park, 1329 E. 13
Giveaways will include, 

groceries, backpacks (child 
must be present), and 
children’s shoes (child must 
be present).  There will 
also be free haircuts, health 
services, sports physical and 
immunizations immunization 

record required).  In addition, there 
will be a community services resource 
fair, job and career services, family 
portraits, and breast health services.  
Finally, enjoy lunch, live entertainment 
and a Kid’s Zone.  

4TH ANNUAL BACK2SCHOOL 

BLOCK PARTY

Aug. 11, 3-8 p.m. 

LaunchPad Community Center, 
1156 N Oliver, Wichita.

In addition to back packs and 
school supplies, this event will 
include free haircuts, nail painting, 
dental screening and informational 
workshops.  Children can enjoy face 
painting, touch a fire truck, music 
from a DJ and live performers.  
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www.mhrsi.org

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $625 OR LESS

NEW HOMES FOR SALE WITH

INCREASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY                

For info, visit mhrsi.org or call Nancy Waltner at 316-942-4848

Back to School Giveaways and Events Getting Underway 

G
iveaways can be great, but 
the dollars have to come from 
somewhere.  That’s why the 

team at the LaunchPad Community 
Center are selling raffle tickets to 
raise funds for their Aug. 11 block 
party and their other efforts in the 
community.  

They’re selling $10 raffle tickets for 
a chance to win a 2015 Dodge Dart.  
Only 2,000 raffle tickets will be sold 

and you must be 18 years or older to 
enter.  They car will be given away 
at 8 p.m. on Sat., Aug. 3.  For ticket 
locations check www.ictlaunchpad.
com.  They will also be selling tickets 
on Sat., Aug. 3-8 p.m. at Taco Fest in 
Old Cow Town Wichita.  For tickets or 
additional information, you can also 
contact Naquela Pack, volunteer & 
community impact manager, 316-519-
2294.

Help Raise Funds for School Giveaway 

Backpacks and school supply giveaways are planned in Wichita.  
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CANDIDATE FORUM
The Voter Empowerment Primary Com-

munity Political Forum will be held at Saint 
Paul AME Church, 1756 N. Piatt, Wichita, 
from 4 to 6 p.m.  Sun., July 28. 

Many local candidates will be on hand 
to answer questions. The primary election 
is Aug. 6.

REAL MEN REAL HEROES 
HOSTS 

BLAIR UNDERWOOD
Real Men Real Heroes (RMRH), the 

award-winning youth mentoring organi-
zation, will host its annual recognition 
event and fundraiser, Celebrating Everyday 
HEROES, 6 to 8p.m. Tuesday, July 30, at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel Wichita.

Keynote speaker and Pride Award 
recipient will be Emmy and Grammy 
award-winning performer Blair Under-
wood. Recognition will be given to RMRH 
students plus Davis-Moore Chief Financial 
Officer Stuart Ray and former Wichita City 
Council member Lavonta Williams for their 
community building efforts.

For info, visit www.RealMenRealHeroes.

org or contact RMRH Executive Direc-
tor Kyle A. Ellison at 316-973-0544 or 
contact@realmenrealheroes.org.

DRIVER’S LICENSE 
REVOCATION WORKSHOP 

AUG. 24
A workshop for people with suspended 

or revoked driver’s licenses will be held 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat., Aug. 24, at the 
Rockwell Library Branch, 5939 E 9th St. 
N., Wichita.

How do you pay off fines? How do you 
renew your license? The event is sponsored 
by the Racial Profiling Citizens Advisory 
Board of Wichita. For info, visit RacialPro-
filingKS.com or call 316-371-0013.

SUMMER WALKING 
SESSIONS CONTINUE 

THROUGH AUG. 22
Win the Day, a 12-week health and fit-

ness series geared toward residents of the 
neighborhoods hugging WSU, will continue 
through Aug. 22.  The fitness walking 
classes begin at Koch Arena on the Wichita 
State University Campus.  They meet four 

times a week, at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Everyone is 
invited to participate.  

The program is a partnership of Shock-
er Neighborhood Coalition, the PPMC, City 
of Wichita Park and Recreation and Denise 
Colborn Fitness. Funding for the fitness se-
ries is provided by a grant from the Kansas 
Health Foundation. 

FREE MICROSOFT OFFICE 
TRAINING

A free Microsoft Office software training 
program for MS Word, MS Excel and MS 
Power Point will be offered by the Urban 
League of Kansas and the Goodwill Learn 
IT Mobile Digital Skills Lab on Thurs., July 
25 at 2418 E. 9th St. N., Wichita.

There will be two sessions, at 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Seating is limited, so reserve 
your spot by contacting 316-262-2463 or 
ksurbanleague@gmail.com.

The Lab is a no cost resource for 
Kansans across the state. The goal is to 
help equip individuals with the digital skills 
they'll need to join and/or remain part of a 
competitive workforce. 
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Photos by Friends of Yates

Kansas City

T
he installation, “Phoenix Rising 
Out of the Ashes,” is surround-
ed by brown plaques that tell 

the history of African Americans in 
Kansas City.  

A few years ago, the intersection of 
Linwood and Prospect was a high-vol-
ume intersection on Kansas City’s east 
side, but there was little reason to stop.  
A few businesses were hanging on, but 
concerns about safety and selection, 
didn’t give much reason to stop.  

Now, thanks to $15 million in 
both public and private money, the 
intersection is thriving.  Just one year 
ago, the newly renovated 40,000 sq. 
ft. Linwood Shopping Plaza opened, 
anchored by a high-quality, full-
service super market – Lipori Sun 
Fresh – with a selection of fresh fruits 

and vegetables, a delicatessen, bakery, 
and pharmacy.  

Now, timed to coincide with the 
renovated center’s first anniversary, 
the City unveiled a new 16-foot art 
installation by renowned artist Ed 
Dwight.  Like most Dwight installa-
tions, the project is more than just art, 
it’s also about history.  

Dwight calls the piece “Phoenix Ris-
ing Out of the Ashes,” as a reflection 
of the rebirth of the community.  Out 
of the hollow column, that in a way re-
sembles the base of a tree, are people 
(5) of the community:  young and old, 
but led by a Black businessman.  

"I’m concerned about, as I’ve 
traveled from city to city doing these 
things, the lack of strong powerful 
African American businessmen," said 

Dwight in an interview 
with a Kansas City Fox 4 
reporter.   "Which is why I 
put the businessman on the 
front of the thing, in order 
to encourage these young 
men to stay in school, get 
educated and come back 
to the community and 
contribute to the commu-
nity. That’s what that whole 
thing is all about."

Arranged around the 
sculpture are 12 stone 
bases with bronze plaques, 
where Dwight shared 
the history of African 
Americans in Kansas.  Even 
though Dwight grew up in 
Kansas City, KS, it was the 

history he found he didn’t know.  
“I got to digging into the his-

tory, and it turns out that Blacks 
came here in the 1600s and the 
French brought them here from 
Haiti,” said Dwight.  

The history of Kansas City he 
shares begins in 1600 when the 
slaves first arrived.  

“I walk through early pio-
neers.  I walk through the whole 
history of KC with those bronze 

Ed Dwight Sculpture Unveiled at Linwood Shopping Center 

“Phoenix Rising Out of the 
Ashes,” is a 16-foot tall sculp-
ture that features five figures 
symbolizing the Linwood 
neighborhood and the sur-
rounding area’s emergence 
from stagnation to progress.

F
riends, family, fellow class-
mates, executive directors of 
sister organizations, community 

partners, faith community, govern-
ment dignitaries , funders, members 
of the board and staff gathered, Fri., 
June 28, to celebrate the retirement 
and “beautiful career journey” of 
LaDora Lattimore, executive direc-
tor/CEO of Friends of Yates, Kansas 
City, KS.   Friends of Yates has served 
the Kansas City, Kansas and Greater 
Metropolitan area for 106 years, with 
Lattimore serving at the helm for 39 of 
those years. 

Guests shared cherished memories 
and spoke to the legacy Lattimore is 
leaving the community. Under her 
tenure, the organization grew and 
flourished.  Some of her accomplish-
ments included:  the transition of 
the dissolution of the Yates branch 
YWCA to Friends of Yates sover-
eignty, developing the Black Men and 
Women of Distinction Program, in 
honor of Black History Month, the 
Crime Awareness Coordinating Effort 
(C.A.C.E) and the only comprehensive 
domestic violence program in Wyan-
dotte County.  

Lattimore managed multiple 
expansions and renovations, the most 

recent being the completion of the 
Della Gill/Joyce H. Williams Center for 
victims of domestic violence and their 
children, which doubled the facility’s 
bed capacity from 22 to 44 beds.  

Throughout her career, Lattimore 
has served on and led numerous 
boards and community organizations.  
In her retirement, she will continue 
some of her love of sharing and caring.  

The celebration, held at the Kansas 
City Community College Technology 
Center, included dinner and a pro-
gram of music and, of course, fond 
memories, laughs and well wishes 
for Lattimore.  Some of those on the 
program included:  Gerald Hall and 
Carolynn Washington, who served as 

master and mistress of ceremony, Pas-
tor Dr. Robert Baynham, Yates Board 
President Jo-
sephy Taylor.  
Musical talent 
included Paul 
Burnett, Dr. 
Vernard John-
son, and W. 
Timothy Bai-
ley.  The list of 
speakers and 
well-wishers 
was lengthy 
and included 
some of the 
community’s 
largest names 

in government, religion, business 
and community outreach.  

Friends, Family and Community Celebrate LaDora Lattimore’s Retirement 

PHOTOS:  1. Ms. LaDora Lattimore with grandson Mr. 
Jeremy Lane, former Seattle Seahawks Superbowl-

winning cornerback.  2 Mr. James & Mrs. Phyllis White 
3. Jonathan Carter, Ms. Lattimore, Pastor Dr. Robert 

L. Baynham, Mrs. Norma Roland, Ms. 
Arica Roland, Chief Deputy DA Damon 
Mitchell. 4. Sheriff Don Ash, Ms. LaDora 
Lattimore, Sen. Pat Pettey, Mr. Thomas 
Scott 5. Dr. Joanna Newman, Arkansas 
& Dr. George Smith, New Orleans. 
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See DWIGHT page 10
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from page 9

plaques,” Dwight said.  
The $250,000 display is part of the 

city's commitment to devote 1% for art 
on public projects.

Dwight, 85, is a world-renowned art-
ist.  Since he first began sculpting in the 
early ’70s, he has been commissioned 
and installed around 130 public art and 
large-scale memorials across the country.  
In 2009, Ed was honored with the 
commission to create an historical life 
size sculpture presentation of President 
Barack Obama’s first inauguration scene. 
The scene includes the President, the 
First Lady, the two Obama girls and Chief 
Justice John Roberts administering the 
oath. The exhibit is on tour throughout 
the U.S. in museums and other venues.

If you like his work, prepare to dig 
deep into your wallet to afford a piece of 
Dwight’s art. It’s hard to find even one 
of his smallest pieces for less than $200.  
For one of his table-top pieces – say 
approximately 2 feet tall by 2 feet long 
– prepare to shell out from $10,000 to 
$20,000.  

Check out more of his work online at 
eddwight.com.  

SWOPE HEALTH CELEBRATING 

50 YEARS WITH JULY 27 PARTY 
In celebration of its 50 years of service, Swope 

Health is hosting a real summer party 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Sat., July 27, at 3801 Blue Pkwy., KCMO.

The free event will have raffles, carnival performers 
and games, free treats, free massages, face painting, 
free portraits by a caricature artist, a KCMO fire truck, 
info tables and community resources and  food trucks.

There will be special appearances from the Rev. 
Wallace Hartsfield Sr. of Metropolitan Missionary 
Baptist Church, the KC Marching Falcons, DJ Mo Heat 
Cheirs, the Cleveland Boys & Girls Club, and De Barker 
and the Young Deezys.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL GIVEAWAYS
Two free back-to-school giveaway events will be 

held on Sat., Aug. 3, in Kansas City.  They will feature 
free backpacks, food, games, free uniform t-shirts, 
immunizations, sports physicals, enrollment and food 
and other school supplies while supplies last.

From noon to 5 p.m. the giveaway will be at Rock-
hurst Community Center, 5401 Troost. Presented by 
Activate Your Evolution, Visit activatekc.org for more 
info.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the giveaway will be at 2901 
Troost. Presented by Kansas City Public Schools Educa-
tion Foundation and Hot 103 JAMZ,  Entertainment 
will include live music, dance groups, soccer, football 
and basketball. Pre-register at www.KCPublicSchools.
org/Summerfest. 

WYCO OFFERS 
EXPUNGEMENT SESSIONS

The first step in the expungement process is to 
see if your offense is expungable. 

The Wyandotte County District Attorney’s Office 
is offering weekly expungement sessions 2 to 5 

p.m. every Wednesday through Aug. 14 at the KCK 
Community College Technical Education Center,  
6565 State Avenue in KCK.

Bring a photo ID. For info, contact Paul Han-
cock, manager of employment services, KCKCC, at 
phancock@kckcc.edu or 913-288-7817.

Crenshaws Make a Matching Donation to 
Sumner Alumni Scholarship Fund 

In memory of her father, William Jerome Strick-
land, Class of 1953, Joy Strickland Crenshaw of 
Chicago presented a $3,000 check to the Sumner 
High School Alumni Association Education 
Foundation at their June 29 general membership 
meeting. William was a proud and supportive 
SHS alumni and the first African-American Midas 
Muffler franchise owner. He went on to own four 

Midas shops in the Chicago area.  Joy’s employer 
will match this donation to help fund college 
scholarships for KCKS Public Schools graduates. 
PHOTO (L-R) Robert Brady, treasurer, '62; Michael 
Hobson, president, Sumner Academy '79; Joy 
Crenshaw; Dr. Deloris Pinkard, past president, 
'62; Joanne Collins, classmate & friend, '53; and 
Morris Campbell, past president, '62. 
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KC Summer Soul Fest

Bishop Bullwinkle

GRANDVIEW AMPHITHEATER - 

1948-2019

By Glen Sharp
The Community Voice 

F
ans of 1990s soul mu-
sic definitely remem-
ber the sweet sounds 

of Lo-Key?, a group that 
shot to the top of the charts 
with the No. 1 smash “I 
Got A Thang For Ya.” After 
scoring hits with “Sweet On 
You,” “Hey There, Pretty 
Lady,” and more, the guys 
called it quits in 1995, and 
each went on to other musi-
cal interests.  

Last year, after too many 
years apart, the group 
reunited and to the luck of 
Summer Soul Fest attend-
ees, they’re out on tour.  

The group was originally 
founded by Lance Alex-
ander and Tony "Prof T" 
Tolbert.  Both Lance and 
Prof T were from Kansas 
City, where they were mem-
bers of a band called Grand 

Jury. During a seminar that 
was attended by Jimmy 
“Jam” Harris, the duo was 
able to get their demo to 
the producer, which led to a 
songwriting deal for Jam’s 
Flyte Tyme Productions in 
Minneapolis.  

It was in Minnesota that 
Lo-Key? was formed and 
signed to Jam & Lewis' 
record label, Perspective 
Records, 
and re-
leased 
their 
debut 
album, 

“Where Dey At?,” on 
October 6, 1992.  In 
addition to Alexander 
and Prof T, original 

members of the group 
were Andre “Dre” Shepard 
(lead vocals), Darron “D” 
Story (vocals/trumpet), 
Tyrone “T-Bone” Yarbrough 
(vocals/bass guitar).

"Our fans have been the 
driving force and motiva-
tion for our return,” said D 
in a January 2018 inter-
view  for soultracks.com.  

13501 Byars Rd • Grandview, MO

The 90’s R&B Group Is Back 
By Popular Demand Lo-Key?

See LO-KEY? page 14

Bishop Bullwinkle, 
originally sched-
uled to appear at 

KC Summer Soul Fest, 
passed away of a heart 
attack on Father’s Day 
2019, at age 70.

A longtime comedian 
and singer, Bullwinkle 
became a viral internet 
star with his 2016 release 
“Hell to Da Naw, Naw, 
Naw With Da Bicycle.” 
The music video has 
scored more than 38 mil-
lion views since its debut.  

A soulful takedown of 
the hypocrisy of some 
preachers and parishio-
ners, the video was shot 
in a backyard with Bull-
winkle - stylishly dressed 
in a white suit, sunglasses 
and cowboy hat - walk-
ing from his bicycle to a 

podium and doing some 
old-school rapping. 

A Florida resident, Bull-
winkle, real name Bernard 
Thomas, toured Southern 
clubs for decades with 
his “preacher persona,” 
and The Chicago Reader 
compared him to Rudy 
Ray Moore. After his You-
tube success, he gained 
more exposure at music 
festivals.

“Growing up in our 
household, it was always 
music,” daughter Nikkia 
Wright told local news. 
“He might come in and 
talk a little junk. He might 
hear a little beat, he might 
start rapping. He teaches 
us how to read, he was 
rapping and reading. Like 
he was that music … 
when I think of him, I think 
music and comedy.” 

As for the bicycle in his 
video, that was a nod to 
the bicycles he liked to 

repair and build for kids in 
his neighborhood. It was 
just part of how he gave 
back to his community.  

“Mother’s Day, he went 
out, and he cleaned out 
all the graves out there 
in [the] graveyard,” friend 
John Phillips said. “He 
was a person that when 
kids didn’t have a bicycle, 
he built bicycles. You see 
all the bicycle parts and 
all of that stuff he’s done.

“He’s not gone,” Phil-
lips continued. “He’s still 
here, and everybody out 
there, play ‘Hell to the 
Naw Naw.’ You remember 
that Bishop is a blessing, 
and he’ll always be a 
blessing.”

Passes Just Weeks Before Soul Fest



Sir Charles Jones, a 
leading man in Blues 
and Soul, is in his 

19th year of creating and 
performing the music the 
masses of Southern Soul 
fans enjoy.   

Although he was born 
“up North” in Akron, OH, 
Sir Charles was raised in 
Alabama. He received early 
support from Southern Soul 
standout Marvin Sease and 
began his recording career 
in 2000 with a self-titled 
album. 

Jones taught himself to 
write, play and produce his 
own music, and has worked 
hard to keep his Southern 
Soul flair pure. 

Sir Charles first record-

ed a studio album back 
in 2000 and his self-titled 
project made it to Bill-
board’s Top 100 Albums in 
R&B and Hip Hop, peak-
ing at 84 on the charts. 
He has since released five 
more albums, and three of 
those have followed suit 
on the charts. 

His biggest album, 
“Love Machine,” spent 57 
weeks on the charts, and 
peaked at 28 in 2002.  A 
year following its success, 
Charles was involved in 
a motorcycle accident 
that left him in a coma for 
several days. 

Following the accident, 
Sir Charles did not yield 
to defeat. Instead, he 
continued working hard to 
keep his Blues presence 
known. He went on to 
release “Thank You for 

Holding On” in 2006.   
Living Blues credited Sir 

Charles’ ballad "Is There 
Anybody Lonely?" for 
single-handedly growing 
contemporary interest in 
Southern Soul/Blues music.  
His song “Friday” is another 
party starter at juke joints 
far and wide.  

He released his latest 
album, “The Masterpiece,” 
in 2019 on his own label, 
Southern King Enter-
tainment. So far, songs 
“Drowning in My Own 
Tears” and “My Everything” 
are proving to be 
streaming 
favorites.  

The King of Southern Soul 
Has Hot 2018 Release 



Sir Charles
By Natania Watie
The Community Voice 

KC Summer Soul Fest Map
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“We see all the posts and 
comments online asking 
‘where dey at?’ and ‘we miss 
you’ or ‘bring back some 
real music.’  After you read 
that so many times, you 
can't help but be motivated 
and, in my opinion, we have 
unfinished business. It’s truly 
like the perfect storm. There 
is no question it's time for our 
return.”

In the same interview, 
group member Prof T spoke 
to the a growing support for 
’90s R&B. “The resurgence 
of ’90s R&B artists is, in large 
part, due to our generation's 
nostalgia for the 'feeling' the 
music of that era gave them. 
It also reminds us of the 
simplicity-of-life/fun we had. 
But you also have to give 
the millennials a lot of credit.  
We've really piqued their 
interest as well as respect 
for ’90s music, so the timing 
is perfect for a group like Lo-
Key?.” 

LO-KEY? 

from page 13
I’m hoping we can get together 
at some point and do another 
[album] for us and for fans,” he 
said. “It’s amazing everything 
we’ve created together. I’m 
so blessed to know them and 
have them as brothers.

Stokley’s advice to aspiring 
and seasoned artists is simple: 
“Learn your craft, learn the 
business, and stay abreast of 
technology,” he says. “Those 
three things, if you stay on it, 
you can’t lose.”

Look for Stokley’s new 
album, “Sankofa,” out soon, 
along with the new single, 
“She.” Connect with him at 
istokley.com and on Twitter @
StokleyOfficial.

Thanks to Carla Eckels, 
director of Cultural Diversity, 
News and Engagement 
and host of Soulsations on 
KMUW Radio, Wichita, for 
her interview of Stokley for 
this article.  Her complete 
interview can be heard 
online @ www.kmuw.org.

STOKLEY 

from page 12
and “Live in New Orleans,” 1983’s 
“We Are One,” and 1985’s “Can’t 
Stop The Love.” 

The band also racked up 
impressive sales when it defected 
to Warner Bros. Records in the 
late ’80s, scoring two more gold 
certifications for 1989’s “Silky Soul” 
and 1993’s “Back to Basics.”

MAZE NOW 

More than four decades after 
their 1977 recording debut, Frankie 
Beverly and Maze are still selling 
out venues across the world.  
Frankie, still as smooth as ever, 
takes the stage in his signature all 
white, and, of course, the white cap, 
and grown folks still go wild.  

For many Maze fans, a Maze 
concert is almost a spiritual 
experience. One such fan is 
author and former talk show host 
Tavis Smiley.  

“Everyone is there for a Maze 
and Frankie Beverly concert, and 
everyone is joyful. People are on 
their feet, swaying and singing. It 
was the kind of spiritual experience 
I’d never had outside of a church. 
You could feel the spirit,” said 
Smiley for an article published by 

theundefeated.com.  “I’ve never 
done drugs in my life, so I can’t 
imagine what it’s like to be high. 
But on that night, I felt one of the 
highest highs I have ever felt.”

Frankie Beverly’s impending 
demise has been rumored for 
decades. While the singer admitted 
to having some throat troubles as 
early as 2000, rumors about him 
suffering from throat cancer are 
absolutely false, and his publicist 
is quick to correct anyone who 
spreads that misinformation.  
Frankie is healthy, especially 
healthy for a 73-year-old who tours 
constantly.  This year, the band’s 
calendar includes 43 performances 
around the world.  

The Maze lineup has changed 
consistently over the years.  
However, still hanging in there with 
the old guy is percussionist Roame 
Lowry, the only remaining founding 
member of the band.  

Frankie, who still resides in San 
Francisco, rarely agrees to do 
interviews, so we’re not surprised 
our request for an interview was 
turned down. However, those who 
know him say he’s a grounded 
individual who hasn’t let fame go to 
his head.  

As much of an institution as 
Maze is in the African-American 

community, it’s surprising the band 
has never earned a Grammy or an 
American Music Award, nor have 
they been inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. But those 
who know Frankie say the singer, 
who hasn’t let fame go to his head, 
isn’t likely disturbed by the lack of 
recognition.  

“He’s very intelligent, very easy 
to talk to … not a harsh personality,” 
said David Nathan, co-founder of 
SoulMusic.com and a longtime 
acquaintance of Beverly’s.

That “easy” personality seems 
reasonable, coming from a 
songwriter who penned songs 
about happy feelings, sweet 
Southern girls, how joy and pain 
are two sides of the same coin, 
and how we are one – Frankie’s 
reported favorite.  

The meaning of “We Are One” 
requires no explanation, but he 
offers this: “It’s true. If you are lucky 
enough to travel around the world, 
you’ll find we’re all the same and 
want the same thing: love! People 
for the most part are good. If not, 
we would have torn the world apart 
by now. I’ve learned to not be racist 
in my life. Our White brothers are 
our brothers, too, and I’m not trying 
to be some kind of love guru or 
anything. We are the same.”  





MAZE

from page 12



aren’t supposed to discriminate 
based on how old you are, 
getting hired can be a challenge 
when you’re considered to be an 

“older” worker. And you don't 
need to have gray hair to be con-
sidered too old to get hired.

About half of Americans think 

there’s age discrimination in 
the workplace, according to a 
poll by The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research.

Three-quarters of adults 60 
and older — and 65% of those 
between ages 45 and 59 — say 
they believe their age puts them 
at a disadvantage when looking 
for work. One in 10 adults 60 
and over and about 2 in 10 of 
those age 45 to 59 say they have 
been passed over for a raise, pro-
motion or chance to get ahead 
specifically because of their age.

If you’re middle-aged or 
even younger, keep in mind 
workers over the age of 45 are 
unemployed longer than younger 
workers.
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Business & Technology

Send us Your On the Move 
Announcements  

We welcome news about promotions, 
retirements, appointments, awards and 

recognitions.  Submit them @ 
www.communityvoiceks.com .

John Rolfe is the new chief development 
officer for the Kansas 
Leadership Center, 
Wichita.  In this posi-
tion, Rolfe will focus 
on the development 
of partnerships across 
Kansas and commu-
nity relations activities.   
Rolfe is returning to Wichita from Houston, 
where he served as chief administrative officer 
for Houston First Corporation.  

KLC focuses on helping people from all posi-
tions, backgrounds and sectors hone the skills 
needed to successfully confront problems that 
exist in organizations and communities.

Christal Watson has accepted a position 
as executive direc-
tor of the KCK Public 
Schools Foundation 
for Excellence.  She 
most recently served 
as Deputy Chief of Staff 
to Wyandotte Unified 
Government Mayor 
David Alvey. Watson work with the mayor from 
his inauguration in January 2018, focusing pri-
marily on small business development.  Watson 
launched the “From Our Neighborhoods Up” TV 
show which airs on UGTV, the Unified Govern-
ment’s television channel.

Sylvia Kelly, long-time activist in Newton, 
KS, was recently award-
ed the prestigious 
National Federation of 
Democratic Women 
Humanitarian Award 
at the organization’s 
national convention 
held in Albany, NY.  
Kelly, president of Harvey County Federation of 
Democratic Women in Newton, KS, has served 
in her community for 40 years, including 
positions on the boards of Head Start Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates for Children, Habitat 
for Humanity and the Housing Authority Boards, 
the Newton Community of Racial Justice Board, 
and on several boards connected with Bethel 
College in North Newton.  

On the Move

A
fter fighting racial discrimination 
in the workplace throughout their 
career, and sexual discrimination 

as well, hold on!  Get prepared, 40-year- 
olds! They’re about to pile another one 
on you – age discrimination.  

If you were among the lucky ones 
that floated your way up the organiza-
tional ladder with a little help from your 
“two-fer” status – we get a minority and 
a female in one candidate – get ready.  
You’re now a “three-fer” and all of them 
are weighing heavily against you.  

Age discrimination in the workplace 
is real and it hits particularly early for 
women.  As men age, they are considered 
to be like a fine wine that increases in 
value. It is no secret in a society that is 
obsessed with physical appearance, that 
women fight a battle to stay relevant as 
they reach middle age.

The recently released results of a 
study confirm – it’s tougher for women.  
Researchers submitted 40,000 mock 
applications for jobs that were advertised 
online in 12 cities.  The jobs were in four 
categories:  office administration, retail 
sales, security guard and janitor.  The 
“applicants” fell into three age groups, 
younger (29 to 31); middle-aged (49 
to 51) and older (64 to 66) and all the 
“older” resumes were for people with 
more than five years of work experience.

The researchers found that female ap-
plicants in their mid-60s were much less 
likely to be called back for job interviews 
when applying for low-skilled jobs than 
men that age were. For the sales jobs, 
younger applicants were more likely than 
older ones to be asked in for interviews, 
but the gap was twice as large among 
women over 60 than men over 60. 

Among all four categories, callback 
rates were about 35% percent lower for 
older workers than for younger workers.

Although the study did reveal age 
discrimination against men over 60 for 
some of the occupations, the bias against 
them was less than the authors expected.

The Gray Ceiling
The gray ceiling is a term used to de-

scribe the age discrimination that many 
older job seekers and employees face 
while they’re searching for jobs or seek-
ing promotions. Even though employers 

Age Discrimination: It’s a Third Strike 
Against ‘Mature’ Black Women  

M
ary Eileen Williams, a 
career counselor and 
author of “Land the Job 

You Love! 10 Surefire Strategies 
for Jobseekers Over 50,” offered 
these three tips:

•Use powerful words on 
your resumé that highlight 
your accomplishments and stress 
the results you are capable of 
achieving. Such words include: 
Exceeded, Expanded, Increased, 
Maximized and Saved. Then fol-
low these words with percentages 
or other quantitative markers of 
your success.
•You also want to under-
score your leadership 
abilities and your demon-
strated initiative using words like: 
developed, drove, eliminated, 
implemented, launched, turned 
around, managed, produced and 

spearheaded.
•In job interviews, dispel 
any perception that you 
lack energy or enthusi-
asm due to your age. Hiring 
managers want to employ can-do 
workers who will add positive 
energy and value to their team 
and who’ll make their organiza-
tion look good. 

A few ways Williams suggests 
to counter age discrimination:
•Project energy and confi-

dence through your posture, 
handshake, eye contact, vocal 
tone and smile.
•Present a youthful ap-

pearance. Yes, this may seem 
silly and perhaps even a little of-
fensive, but it’s also the reality. Be 
certain your outfit is stylish and 

is similar to what the employer’s 
staff wears. If you wear glasses, 
make sure they’re contemporary. 
If necessary, whiten your teeth. 
And if gray hair is not your friend, 
consider coloring it.
•Avoid using weak words 
and phrases such as I feel,
I hope, I was wondering, my 
opinion and sort of.
•By this point in your life, 
you probably have loads 
of business contacts, so 
use some for job refer-
rals. When you spot an interest-
ing job opportunity, the first 
question you should ask yourself 
is: “Who do I know who might 
work there or who might have ties 
to someone who works there?” 
Then, use social media (LinkedIn, 
Facebook, Twitter) to arrange a 
face-to-face meeting.

Career Advice For Women 60+

Except for jobs in office administration, adults 60 and older believe 
their age is a  disadvantage when looking for work.

E
conomists David 
Neumark of University of 
California-Irvine, one of 

the researchers on the study, 
offered these suggestions.    
•Consider phasing into 
retirement at the job 
where you currently 

work, rather than look-

ing for a new employer. 
Changing jobs after 60 isn’t 
easy, Neumark noted. So it 
might make more sense to talk 
with your manager about ways 
you could work differently there: 
reduced hours, a flexible sched-
ule or shifting into a role that is 

less demanding physically.
•If you want a new job, 
plan on a long search. 
“Anticipate that there may be 
a lack of interest in your ap-
plication,” said Neumark. The 
more attempts you make, the 
more you’ll increase the odds of 
success.
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Health Briefs

Health

I
n a lab just south of San Francisco 
I am looking at two blown-up 
images of microscope slides on 

a computer screen, side by side. The 
slides are the same cross-sections of 
mouse knees from a six-month-old and 
an 18-month-old animal. The older 
mouse’s image has a splattering of little 
yellow dots, the younger barely any. 

That staining indicates the presence 
of so-called senescent cells – “zombie 
cells” that are damaged and that, as a 
defense against cancer, have ceased to 
divide but are also resistant to dying. 
They are known to accumulate with 
age, as the immune system can no 
longer clear them, and as a result of 
exposure to cell-damaging agents such 
as radiation and chemotherapy. 

The problem is that zombie cells re-
lease chemicals that can harm nearby 
normal cells.   

What kind of trouble? In mouse 
studies, drugs that eliminate zombie 
cells — so-called senolytics — have 
been shown to improve an impressive 
list of conditions, such as cataracts, 
diabetes, osteoporosis, Alzheimer’s 
disease, enlargement of the heart, 
kidney problems, clogged arteries and 

age-related loss of muscle.
Mouse studies have also shown a 

more direct tie between zombie cells 
and aging. When drugs targeting those 
cells were given to aged mice, the 
animals showed better walking speed, 
grip strength and endurance on a 
treadmill. Even when the treatment was 
applied to very old mice, the equivalent 
of people ages 75 to 90, it extended 
lifespan by an aver-
age of 36%.

Researchers have 
also shown that 
transplanting zombie 
cells into young 
mice basically made 
them act older: their 
maximum walking 
speed slowed down, 
and their muscle 
strength and endur-
ance decreased. 
Tests showed the 
implanted cells 
converted other cells 
to zombie status.

Kirkland and colleagues this year 
published the first study of a zombie-
cell treatment in people. It involved 

14 patients with idiopathic pulmonary 
fibrosis, a generally fatal disease that 
scars the lining of the lungs. Risk rises 
with age, and the lungs of patients 
show evidence of zombie cells.

In the preliminary experiment, after 
three weeks of treatment, patients 
improved on some measures of physi-
cal fitness, like walking speed. Other 
measures did not show improvement.

Overall, the results are encourag-
ing and “it really raises enthusiasm 
to proceed with the more rigorous 

studies,” said Dr. Gregory Cosgrove, 
chief medical officer of the Pulmonary 
Fibrosis Foundation, who played no 
role in the study.

To date, about a dozen drugs have 
been reported that can mop up zombie 
cells.  Clearance of the cells in mice 
has been shown to delay or alleviate 
everything from frailty to cardiovas-
cular dysfunction to osteoporosis to, 
most recently, neurological disorders – 
though whether killing senescent cells 
extends life is complicated. 

Most of the benefit seen in mice 
seems to be in extending healthspan, 
the time free of frailty or disease. True 

longevity – the maximum time the 
animals remain alive for – remains 
relatively unchanged, though studies 
published in July and September 
2018 show an extension of remaining 
lifespan in mice that were treated when 
they were very old.

The field of zombie cells is still 
young. But Kirkland estimates at least a 
dozen companies have formed or have 
launched efforts to pursue treatments. 
He holds shares in one.

Unity, which was founded in 2011, 
has received more than $385m 
in funding to date including 
investment from big tech names 
such as Amazon’s Jeff Bezos and 
PayPal co-founder Peter Thiel. 
It went public this May and is 
valued at more than $700m. Its 
first drug entered early clinical 
trials in June, aimed at treating 
osteoarthritis.

“I’ve never seen a field grow 
so quickly,” says Laura Niedern-
hofer, a researcher who studies 
ageing at the University of Min-
nesota Medical School, adding 
that there isn’t even as yet any 

human data. “There is a recogni-
tion that there is potential here to go to 
a root cause [of ageing].”   

Associated Press

Call Them Zombie Cells — They Refuse to Die
•Scientistbelievethey’vefoundwhat’s
makingusageandnearlyadozenphar-

maceuticalcompaniesareracingtoget
thetreatmentforzombiecellstomarket.

MIND STUDY SEEKING 
PARTICIPANTS WITH MEMORY 

LOSS FOR TRIAL  
Most Americans, believe memory loss is a 

normal part of aging, but that’s a myth. Memory 
loss can be a symptom of mild cognitive impair-
ment, or MCI, a precursor to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Nearly one in seven people age 65 or older 
have MCI. Unfortunately, there is no treatment.

An innovative new study funded by the 
National Institutes of Health is testing whether 
nicotine, delivered safely through a patch, can 
improve memory and functioning in people diag-
nosed with MCI. Researchers have used nicotine 
in memory studies for more than 30 years, and 
have found it improves attention and memory in 
MCI patients. The MIND Study is the largest and 
longest memory study of its kind, and it’s taking 
place locally at Cypress Medical Research Center.

Some people may be hesitant to join a study 

involving nicotine, because of the well-known 
dangers of smoking. Nicotine, however, does 
not cause cancer, heart disease, or respiratory 
illness. It’s the tar and thousands of other chemi-
cals in cigarettes that do.

Study officials need healthy, non-smokers 
over the age of 55 who have mild memory loss 
to participate in the study.  If you’re interested in 
helping call 866-MIND-150 or visit MINDStudy.
org for information.

INSURANCE MARKETPLACE 
DECLINES IN KANSAS 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
released final summary enrollment data in 
March 2019 for the sixth open enrollment pe-
riod of the health insurance marketplace created 
by the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 

For the 2019 plan year, 89,933 Kansans – and 
11.4 million consumers nationwide – elected or 

were automatically re-enrolled in a marketplace 
plan. 

The 89,993 Kansas enrolled is 8,245 fewer 
than the previous year.  

The average premium for a Kansas market-
place plan for enrollees in 2019 was $661 per 
enrollee per month. In 2018, the average was 
$624.

More than four in five (86.1% or 77,446) 
enrolled Kansans received Advanced Premium 
Tax Credits to reduce the cost of their monthly 
premium payments.

The net average monthly premium for Kansas 
enrollees receiving APTC was $76.

INSURANCE MARKETPLACE 
ENROLLMENT INCREASES IN 

MISSOURI  
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

released final summary enrollment data in 

March 2019 for the sixth open enrollment pe-
riod of the health insurance marketplace created 
by the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 

For the 2019 plan year, 220,491 Missouri-
ans – and 11.4 million consumers nationwide 
– elected or were automatically re-enrolled in a 
marketplace plan. 

The 220,491 Misssourians enrolled is 1,902 
more than the previous year.  

The average premium for a Missouri market-
place plan for enrollees in 2019 was $685 per 
enrollee per month. In 2018, the average was 
$694.

Nearly nine of 10 (89%) enrolled Missou-
rians received Advanced Premium Tax Credits 
to reduce the cost of their monthly premium 
payments.

The net average monthly premium for Kansas 
enrollees receiving APTC was $90.

THE TRIGGER
Damage of disease, along with 
signals from other cells dur-
ing development, can induce 
senescence.

SPITTING OUT SIGNALS
Once senescent, cells stop 
dividing and belch out proteins 
such as cytokines, which attract 
immune molecules.

CLEAR OR CLOG
The immune system can kill 
senescent cells and allow tissue 
to regenerate.  But in diseased 
or ageing tissue, senescent cells 
build up.

ZOMBIE KILLERS
Drugs in development turn off 
a cell’s survival tricks to clear 
senescent cells from joints, 
blood vessels or the eyes.

Damage or disease can lead a cell down the path to senescence.  Scientist are still 
finding out how cells behave once they get there – and how to get rid of them.

Damage
Immune 
response

Drugs

Diagram depicting how zombie cells create inflammation and how to deal with 
them.
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T
he Kansas State Board of Nurs-
ing has joined a Nurse License 
Compact that includes 30 other 

states.  
The NLC allows for registered 

nurses (RNs) and licensed practical/
vocational nurses (LPN/VNs) to have 
one multi-state license, with the ability 
to practice in person or via telehealth 
in both their home state and other 
NLC states.

“The Kansas State Board of Nursing 
is extremely excited to announce 
the implementation of the Nurse 
Licensure Compact in Kansas! With 
the implementation of the NLC legisla-
tion, it will allow the citizens of Kansas 
to have increased access to care 
while maintaining public protection 
at the state level. KSBN is commit-
ted to remaining at the forefront of 
reducing the regulatory burden to our 
licensees, while creating better access 
to care for those we serve.” comments 
Carol Moreland, MSN, RN, executive 
administrator, Kansas State Board of 
Nursing.

Licensing standards are aligned in 
NLC states, so all nurses applying for a 

multistate license are required to meet 
the same standards, which include a 
federal and state criminal background 
check that will be conducted for all 
applicants for multi-state licensure.

The NLC also enables nurses to 
provide telehealth nursing services 
to patients located across the country 
without having to obtain additional 
licenses. In the event of a disaster, 

nurses from multiple states can easily 
respond to supply vital services. Addi-
tionally, almost every nurse, including 
primary care nurses, case managers, 
transport nurses, school and hospice 
nurses, among many others, needs 
to routinely cross state boundaries 
to provide the public with access to 
nursing services, and a multi-state 
license facilitates this process.

Could a Simple Shot Be a Breakthrough Treatment For PTSD?

T
he first living Marine to win the 
nation's highest combat decoration 
since Vietnam was able to have his 

PTSD symptoms greatly eased. 
But the experimental treatment Medal 

of Honor winner Sgt. Dakota Meyer re-
ceived is only available in 12 of the 172 VA 
hospitals. 

The proce-
dure, commonly 
used since 
the 1920s for 
treating chronic 
pain, consists of 
injecting a local 
anesthetic into a 
cluster of nerves 
deep in the neck 
called the stel-
late ganglion. 

The effects of 
SGB can last up 
to six months, 
for some even 
longer. SGB is 
not a cure, but for PTSD sufferers like 
Iraq War veteran Henry Coto, it helped 
when nothing else did.

The numbers of soldiers and veterans 
suffering from PTSD is the highest ever 
after 18 continuous years of war. 

Despite the billions the U.S. Military 
has spent on PTSD, only about 40% of its 
sufferers find any relief. 

Retired Army General Donald Bolduc, 

who also benefited from stellate ganglion 
block therapy, is calling for SGB to be 
made a part of all PTSD treatments.

 Bolduc, a former Green Beret and 
the only senior officer to admit hav-
ing PTSD while on active duty, wants to 
change that. "There's enough evidence out 
there that this is a valid therapy and it’s 
something that works." He says that after 
his wife confronted him about his PTSD 

he received an SGB. "It was 
magnificent. Everything was 
crisper and clearer," he tells 
Whitaker.

Dr. Michael Alkire of the 
Long Beach, California, VA is 
studying how SGB works by 
pinpointing the changes in 
the parts of the brain affected 
by PTSD. He says 80% of 
his SGB patients had relief 
from depression and suicidal 
thoughts. He was shocked at 
first, "Because there's very few 
things in medicine that work 
that quickly," he says. 

When Whitaker character-
izes SGB as "rebooting" the 

veterans' brains, Dr. Alkire responds, "A 
very good way to think of it."

War veterans receive (SGB)  stellate ganglion block injection to treat PTSD 
(Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder)



Kansas Implements Nurse License Compact With 30 States

Telehealth is the use of digital information and communication technolo-
gies, such as computers and mobile devices, to access health care services 
remotely and manage your health care.





T
he countdown is on. After 25 
years, “The Lion King” is still one 
of Disney’s most popular releases, 

so the live-action remake to be released 
on July 19 has its job cut out for it to live 
up to the legacy. 

It’s just one of many remakes and re-
boots in recent memory, especially from 
Disney, and the trend continues with a 
vengeance for the foreseeable future. 
(Just look at how “Aladdin” raked in 
money on Memorial Day weekend, and 
you’ll know why!) 

Let’s preview some: 

THE LION KING – JULY 19

The story follows lion cub Simba, 
prince of the Pride Lands, on his journey 
to claim his father’s kingdom after being 
exiled by his evil uncle. News surround-

ing the movie indicates it’ll be one of 
Disney’s most ambitious projects. 

With no other studio scheduled to 
open a blockbuster that same weekend, 
“The Lion King,” directed by Jon Fa-
vreau (“Iron Man”), will be a sure-thing 
to win the box office, and it probably 
would have anyway. 

With an almost-all-Black cast, the 
movie is sure to rank alongside “Black 
Panther” as a signal event in the African-
American community.

Though the movie brings back only 
one actor from the original – James Earl 
Jones as Simba’s father Mufasa – the big 
buzz is about Beyonce’s role as Simba’s 
mother Nala. For two years, fans have 
anticipated the singer’s take on the 
much-loved soundtrack. But, a just-

leaked clip has fans talking online that 
maybe Beyonce sounds TOO Beyonce. 

“Her voice is too distinct for this. It 
doesn’t even sound like she attempted 
to change the sound of her voice for 
the character,” one person said. “I love 
Beyonce, I REALLY do. But that thick-a** 
country voice of hers better not ruin the 
memory of my childhood.”

We’ll see soon!

THE ADDAMS FAMILY – OCT. 11

The last time we saw the Addams 
Family on the big screen was in 1993’s 
“Addams Family Values.” Now this kooky 
family is instead getting closer to its mag-
azine-cartoon roots by doing an animated 
movie. The story will see the characters’ 
lives unraveling as they face off against 
a reality TV host while preparing for 

extended family 
to arrive for a big 
celebration. The 
voice cast includes 
Oscar Isaac as 
Gomez and Charl-
ize Theron as 
Morticia.

CHARLIE’S AN-

GELS – OCT. 11

In keeping 
with the original 
TV series and the 
two movies from 
2000 and 2003, 

this reboot will follow a trio of crime-
fighting women who are given their 
assignments by the mysterious Charlie. 
Starring Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott 
and Ella Balinska with Elizabeth Banks, 
Patrick Stewart and Djimon Honsou.

MALEFICENT: MISTRESS OF EVIL – 
OCT. 18

Four years after “Maleficent” raked 
in $758 million at the global box office, 
Angelina Jolie and Elle Fanning return 
for a new installment, with Michelle 
Pfeiffer and Chiwetel Ejiofor. The sequel 
will see Maleficent (Jolie) and Princess 
Aurora (Fanning) find alliances and 
enemies as they fight to protect their 
enchanted forest.

MULAN – MARCH 27, 2020

The tale of a Chinese woman who 
disguises herself as a man to fight 
in her father’s place during a war, 
“Mulan” returns to theaters as a live-
action movie in just seven months. 

Chinese actor Liu Yifei, also 
known as Crystal Liu, will star as Mu-
lan. Rumors of whitewashing swirled 
when a person who claimed to have 
read a script said the movie would 
feature a White male lead. However, a 
source close to the film says “all primary 
roles, including the love interest, are 
Chinese.” 

This version of “Mulan” is sure to 
boost the Asian community’s standing in 
the entertainment world.

Viewers will notice one difference 
between the 1998 animated film and 
the new version right away: it won’t be a 
musical, shattering hopes of a live rendi-
tion of “I’ll Make a Man Out of You.”

“It’s a big, girly martial arts epic,” 
the director says. “It will be extremely 
muscular and thrilling and entertaining 
and moving.”

CRUELLA – DEC. 23, 2020

The origin story of “101 Dalmations” 
villain Cruella de Vil is the focus of this 
Disney live-action movie. Emma Stone 
is set to star. Glenn Close played the 

character in the 1996 live-action “101 
Dalmatians” and the 2000 follow-up 
“102 Dalmatians.”

In the live-action 2015 Disney TV 
movie “The Descendants,” Cruella was 
played by Howard University graduate 
Wendy Raquel Robinson, best known for 
her work on the TV series “The Game.”

FUTURE DISNEY REMAKES

PETER PAN – TBA 
TINK – TBA – Follows Peter Pan’s 

fairy Tinker Bell, set to star Reese 
Witherspoon.

THE SWORD IN THE STONE 

– TBA – This take on the animated 
original about King Arthur’s origins 
will be written by a “Game of Thrones” 
producer.

PINOCCHIO – TBA 
LILO & STITCH - TBA
THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE 

DAME – TBA
LADY & THE TRAMP - TBA
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE KIDS – 

TBA 
ROSE RED – TBA – This spin on the 

Snow White story focuses on her sister, 
who was in the old fairytale but not the 
movies.

PRINCE CHARMING – TBA – The 
handsome prince steps up for his spot-
light, but is he Cinderella’s man or Snow 
White’s man? Or is he seeing them both? 
We don’t know yet.

THE LITTLE MERMAID – TBA - 
This movie may be in its early stages but it 
made big waves when Disney announced 
on July 3 that its live-action mermaid 
Ariel would be Halle Bailey, known for 
appearing on “Grown-ish” and as one 
half of R&B act Chloe x Halle. Production 
will begin in 2020.

J
U

LY
 11

, 2
0
1
9   |     T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 V
O

IC
E

  19Arts & Culture

Above: A scene from the 
new “Lion King.”

Left: “Mulan” stars Crys-
tal Liu.

Right : Halle Bailey has 
been announced to play 
“The Little Mermaid.”

Beyonce / Nala

•‘TheLionKing’comesoutJuly19,andthere’snodoubt
itwillcontinuethereignofblockbusterremakes.

There’s No Escaping Simba Mania & Movie Remakes 
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“C
hasing Gods” is a seemingly 
simple story of a family deal-
ing with loss and a clash of 

values across generations that explores 
themes of faith, bigotry and radical 
acceptance as the family deals with 
the repercussions of their matriarch’s 
unyielding piety in the wake of the Pulse 
nightclub shooting.

“Chasing Gods,” is a new play by 
Paris Crayton III, who is in residence 
at the University of Kansas this summer.  
Starring in the play is a cast with a mix 

of professional Kansas City-area actors 
and students from KU’s Department of 
Theatre & Dance, under the direction 
of Markus Potter, co-artistic director of 
Kansas Repertory Theatre.

Performances of “Chasing Gods” are 
July 12-14 and 19-21. Showtimes are 
7:30 p.m., except for Sunday perfor-
mances, which begin at 2:30 p.m. It will 
be set on Stage Too!, the stage of the 
Crafton-Preyer Theatre. General admis-
sion tickets are on sale at the University 
Theatre Box Office in Murphy Hall, by 

calling 785-864-3982, and online at 
kutheatre.com. 

The play ask the question, “Can we 
tolerate intolerance? If so, how? And 
why should we?”

 “Chasing Gods” audiences will see 
the talent of Walter Coppage, an Equity 
actor who has appeared in featured 
roles at a number of Midwest theatre 
companies, as James “Pops” Allan, a 
good-natured yet ornery grandfather 
figure who always has a shoulder to 
cry on. 

Lynn King, an actor with exten-
sive Kansas City professional theatre 
experience, most notably at the Kansas 
City Repertory Theatre, is featured as 
Deidra, a Baptist pastor and matriarch 
of the Curtis family. Deidra’s husband, 
Immanuel, will be played by Theodore 
Priest Hughes, whose talents have 
been seen extensively at KC Melting Pot 

Theatre and Metropolitan Ensemble 
Theatre, among others.

 Elijah and Olivia, the family chil-
dren, will be portrayed by recent KU 
graduate DeAngelo Davis and KU theatre 
performance junior Gabrielle Smith, 
respectively. KU film & media studies 
senior Jané Franklin will play the role of 
Sandra, a friend of the family.

The cast and crew of “Chasing 
Gods” posed for this picture on 
June 12, the third anniversary of the 
Pulse nightclub shooting.  “Chasing 
Gods” is set three weeks after the 
Pulse shooting.  Pictured:  (Front 
Row, L-R) Lynn A. King (Deidra 
Curtis), Markus Potter (director 
and co-artistic director of Kansas 
Repertory Theatre), Paris Crayton 

III (playwright), Alysha Griffin 
(assistant director).  (Back Row, L-R) 
Sheridan McKinley (stage manager), 
Tehreem Chaudhry (assistant stage 
manager), Theodore Priest Hughes 
(Immanuel Curtis), DeAngelo Davis 
(Elijah Curtis), Gabrielle Smith (Olivia 
Curtis), Jané Franklin (Sandra Tyler), 
and Walter Coppage (James “Pops” 
Allan).

Professional KC Actors Bring ‘Chasing Gods’ to Life at Kansas Repertory Theatre
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Barnes, Jacob, A. 85, died 06/29/19.  
Service was held 07/05/19 at Taber-
nacle Bible Church. He is survived by:  
his brothers, James W. Barnes, Jimmy 
Barnes, and John Barnes sons; Bonnie 
Anderson, Alonzo Anderson, Gregory 
Joel Barnes, Lonnie Barnes, and 
Charles Johnson, daughters; Ann
Thomas, Charlene Parham, brother in-
law, Harold Carney, Sister in-law Sandra 
Barnes Companion; Pat Evans.

Benson, James, 73, died 06/26/19.  
Service was held 07/03/19 at Christian 
Faith Centre.  He is survived by: Chil-
dren; James Williams, David Williams, 
Sharese Johnson & Twila Benson. 
Bothers & Sisters; Carol Morgan Oggs, 
Bruce Benson, Melva Green, Joyce 
Benson, Mary Johnson, Ester Potter, 
Duboise Benson, Wilhelmina Benson-
Holden & Barbara Henderson. 

Esters, Eric, P., 65, died 07/09/19.  
Service is pending.  He was a United 
States veteran.  He is survived by: 
Mother; Berry Jean Esters, Daughter; 
Nikia N. Esters, and Brothers; Charles 
D. Esters & Harry A. Esters.

Hunter, Ruby, M., 81, died 06/23/19.  
Service was held 07/05/19 at St. Mary 
Missionary Baptist Church.  She is sur-
vived by: Husband; Charlie G. Hunter, 
Sons; Otis & Jimmy Ponds and Sister-in-
Law; Jerrie Curtis. 

Paxton, Michelle, D. 56, died 
06/30/10. Service will be at 11 a.m. 
on 07/12/19 at Heart of Christ, 856 S 
Green. She is survived by: Daughters 
Evelyn T. Johnson & Desire Hayes, 
Brothers and Sisters; Shelia Jeffery, 
Daniel Paxton, Keith Woods, Tony Jef-
fery & Thomas Jeffrey,

Pryor, Laura, B., 85, died 06/24/19.  
Service was held 07/03/19 at St. Peter 
Claver Holy Savior Catholic Church.  
She is survived by: Raymond Pryor, 
Randy Pryor, and Jeffrey, Elisa Turner, 
and Theresa Wolfe.

Taylor, Frankie, C., 81 Service was 
held 07/09/19 at Evening Light Church 
of God.  He is survived by: Compan-
ion; Lorraine Keeler, Children; David 
Taylor & Robert Taylor, Step-Children 
Raesheon Keeler & Rolena Keeler, 
Tarlena Burgin, Lewis Keeler, Jr., Danny 

& Terry Keeler, Brother; Andrew Taylor 
and Sister; Sally Benton.

White, Stephanie, 65, died 07/05/19. 
No further details.

Williams-Smith, Marjorie, J., 93, 
died 06/29/19.  Service will be held 
07/13/19 at 10 a.m. at Progressive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. 2727 E. 25th.  
She is survived by: Husband; Lee P. 
Smith, Daughter; Marticia  Stennis, Son; 
Robert Anderson

Carlis, El-
nora, 102, died 
06/24/19. Service 
was held, 07/06/19 
at Chisolm Trail 
Church of Christ,  
She is survived by 
son: Charles Carlis, 

six grandchildren, 13 great grandchil-
dren and host of relatives and friends.

Coleman-Green, Justin, N., 35, died 
06/22/19.  Service was held 07/06/19.  
He is survived by: Wife; LaShon Green, 
Mother; Phoenicia Wright, Brothers; 
Brian E Hill, Anthony D. Spires and 
Murphy M. Brown Sr. Grandmother; 
Clara D. Wright, Sister; Nena Spires 
Father;  and Stepmother Alfred & Jewel 
Green Jr., Paternal brothers; Alfred 
Green III, and Deandrea Green

Foster, Rita, E., 58, died 07/04/19.  
No further details.

Hammond, Glenda, R. 62, died 
06/22/19.  No further details

Wilson, Charles, J.,, 73, died 
07/02/19.  No further details. 

Beals, Phillip, J., 84, died 07/04/19.  
Service was held 07/10/19 at Old Mis-
sion Mortuary Chapel.

Piper, Dean, A., 89, died 07/05/19.  
Service was held 07/10/19 at Old Mis-
sion Mortuary Chapel.

Orsbon, Carol, A. 70, died 07/03/19.  
Service was held 07/09/19 at Central 
Community Church.

Womack, Reatha, 75, died 07/03/19.  
Service was held 07/12/19 at Old Mis-
sion Mortuary Chapel

Bankhead, John “JB”, 77, died 
05/31/19.  Memorial service was held 
07/13/19 at New Fellowship Missionary 
Baptist Church, KCK

Gipson, Bennie, 81, died 06/18/19.  
Service was held 06/29/19 at St. Ste-
phen Baptist Church. KCMO

Hinson, Roger, D. 70, died 
06/30/19.  Service was held 07/05/19 
at Thatcher’s Funeral Chapel.

Vann, Charles, L., Jr. 55, died 
06/26/19. Service was held 07/06/19 at 
Thatcher’s Funeral Chapel.

Bailey, Loyce (Blake), 76, died 
06/24/19.  Service was held 06/29/19 
at Bowser Funeral Chapel.

Elrod, Alvin, Jr., 66, died 06/20/19.  
Service was held 06/28/19 at Bowser 
Funeral Chapel.

McCrae, Sara, L., 81, died 06/23/19.  
Service was held 07/05/19 at Antioch 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Morris, Phillip, 75, died 06/21/19.  
Service was held 07/02/19 at True Vine 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Patterson, Juanita, 48, died 
06/30/19. No further details.

Watson, Janet, A, 54,  died 
06/27/19.  Service was held 07/06/19 
at Kansas City Community Church, KCK

McDougald-Fields, Barbara, J., 
88, died 06/24/19.  Service was held 
06/29/19 at New Rising Star Missionary 
Baptist Church. 

Old Mission

Wichita

Jackson
Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

R J Bethea

Wichita

Central Avenue

Wichita

Bowser Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest

Topeka

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

Lawrence A Jones & Sons 

Kansas City, MO

Robert L. Alford
February 26, 1934 - June 5, 2019

Nicholson (Burton), Mattie, L., 
80, died 06/16/19.  Service was 
held 06/29/18 at Macedonia Baptist 
Church KCMO

Ricks-Martin, Sandra, 66, 
died 06/20/19.  Service was held 
06/29/19 at Watkins Heritage Chapel, 
KCMO

Warner, Hannah, L., 79, died 
06/06/19.  Service was held 
07/07/19 at Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church, KCMO 

Allen, Curtis, R., Sr. 79, died 
06/18/19.  Service was held 
06/29/19 at E.S. Eley & Sons Funeral 
Chapel, KCMO    

Brown, Edward, C., 79, died 
06/17/19.  No further details.

Lee, Terri, A., 74, died 06/29/19.  Ser-
vice was held 07/06/19 at Zion Travelers 
Missionary Baptist Church, KCMO

Shurn, Joyce, L., 79, died 
06/19/19.  Service was held 
06/28/19 at Macedonia Missionary 
Baptist Church, KCMO

Creath, Napolian, 83, died 
07/06/19.  No further details.

Pennie, Derrick, 30, died 
07/03/19.  Service will be held at 2 
p.m. on 07/13/19 at Duane E. Harvey 
Funeral Directors, 9100 Blue Ridge 
Blvd, KCMO.

Rembert, Reginald, L., 59, died 
07/01/19.  Service will be held at 11 a.m. 
on 07/13/19 at Duane E. Harvey Funeral 
Directors, 9100 Blue Ridge Blvd, KCMO.

Thomas, Curtis, L., 70, died 
07/03/19.  Service will be held at 
Noon on 07.14/19 at Linwood Bou-
levard S.D.A. Temple, 4300 Linwood 
Blvd, KCMO

W
as born in Oklahoma 
and moved 
to Wichita in 

his late teens.
He was owner of 

Alford Electric for over 
30 years. Mr. Alford 
was the only African 
American to operate a 
show room for at least 
20 of those years.  He 
furnished lighting for many busi-
nesses worldwide, including for 
the home of Andrew Jackson.

After retiring from Alford Elec-
tric, he and his business partner 
built MassFord Plaza Shopping 

Center near 21st & Grove.
Alford has served on 

many boards of direc-
tors in the city of Wich-
ita as well as the state 
of Kansas. He received 
the Wichita Branch 
NAACP Legacy Award 
and was inducted to 
the Black Business Hall 
of Fame by the Wichita 

Heartland Black Chamber.
Mr. Alford leaves to cherish 

his memory: son; Andre Alford, 
Daughter; Tanya Braggs, 3 grand-
daughters and 6 great grandchil-
dren.

Eley & Sons

Kansas City, MO

Duane Harvey Funeral

Kansas City, MO
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O
n June 26 during the AME 
Church's Annual Council of 
Bishops and General Board, 

the Right Reverend Adam Jefferson 
Richardson Jr. was installed as the 
Senior Bishop of the AME Church. 

The Senior Bishop is the active 
Bishop with the longest tenure of 
service in the AME Church and is 
first in order of precedence among 
the Council of Bishops. The position 
occupies a key role in the polity and 
practice of the AME Church. 

Bishop Richardson succeeds the 
Right Reverend McKinley Young who 
died in January 2019. 
Young was elected and 
consecrated the 115th 
Bishop at the 1996 
General Conference.

With service in pulpits 
throughout Georgia and 
Florida, the last church 
the Bishop pastored 
prior to his election was 
Bethel AME Church in 
Tallahassee, FL, where 

he served for 18 years.  He obtained 
the bachelor of arts degree from the 
Florida A&M University (where he was 
noted as the head drum major of the 
"Marching 100" Band).  He received 
his master of divinity and doctor of 
sacred theology degrees at the Inter-
denominational Theological Center in 
Atlanta, GA.

As a Bishop, he has served 
churches in Sierra Leone, Ghana 
Liberia, Cote D'Ivoire, Togo and Benin 
(14th District), the Republic of South 
Africa (19th District), Virginia, North 
Carolina, Maryland and Washington, 

DC (2nd District) and 
currently Florida and the 
Bahamas Islands (11th 
District). 

Bishop Richardson 
will serve as Senior 
Bishop until his retire-
ment in 2024.  

He and his wife, Dr. 
Connie Speights Richard-
son, are proud parents 
of two adult children. 

Adam Jefferson Richardson New 
Senior Bishop of the AME Church 

Bishop Richardson Jr.
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T
he  2019 "Old School T.A.R.P. 
Reunion"was held on July 6 
at McAdams Park. Despite the 

downpour from a thunderstorm, the 
event was a success as 75 people 
braved the weather to come out to 
socialize, eat (chicken, potato salad, 
baked beans, rolls ...), party and 

celebrate this annual event with 
old friends and family. 

Larry Dennis received a gift 
certificate from Hatman Jack’s 
in recognition for his 42 years of 
service as he retires from the city 
of Wichita and the Department of 
Park & Recreation.

Despite the Rain, T.A.R.P. Reunion Still a Time to Reunite
PHOTOS: 1. Don Woodard, Dr. 
Arthur Dehart, Robert Dehart, 
Wendell Betts got together to 
reminesce about the good old 
days.  2. Linda Lattimore braved 
the rain to enjoy former class-
mates, 3. Gordon Maloney and Is-
sac Stegall enjoy T.A.R.P. 4. Pam 
Stevenson & Ted Threadgill show 
they can still move.  5. East and 
North  graduates Floyd, Carolyn 
& Robert stop for a photo, 6. 
Edith Alexander, Brenda Stid-
ham, Cleo Polite share a laugh. 



2 3

1 4

5 6

Photos by Parlene Warren
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