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National News

I
f you have a spare $46 million 
laying around, you might be 
interested in bidding on the more 

than 4 million images and thousands 
of hours of video and music footage 
in the Johnson Publishing historic 
photography and media archive.  The 
whole collection will be auctioned off 
in mid-July as part of the company’s 
bankruptcy proceedings.  

Johnson Publishing, which filed 
for bankruptcy on April 9, 2019, 
previously owned and published the 
storied Ebony and Jet magazines.  The 
two publications are known to have 
visually captured African American 
life for decades, having featured 
historic photos that reflect the African 
American experience at a pivotal 
time in the nation's history, from 
the post-war, pre-Civil Rights 
era through the end of the 20th 
century. 

The archives was appraised at 
$46 million in 2015.  Top subject 
matters covered by the collection 
include church, television, sports, 
food and fashion.

Hilco Streambank, a leading 
intellectual property advisory firm 
specializing in the valuation and 

sale of intangible assets, has been 
hired by Miriam R. Stein, the chapter 
7 trustee of Johnson Publishing LLC, 
to run the sale process. 

"The buyer of this 
archive has a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to 
acquire one of the most 
unique and important 
collections documenting 
African-American history 
ever to come to market." 
said Hilco Streambank 
CEO Gabe Fried.  “We've 
already been getting offers 
for the collection as well as 
calls from many interested 
parties who would love to 

see these assets end up in good hands 
or in a museum which would make 
them available to the public."  A 

United States Navy replenishment 
oiler has been named in honor 
of Georgia congressman and 

civil rights legend John Lewis (D-Ga.).  
Lewis cried when Secretary of the 

Navy Ray Mabus stopped by his office a 
few months ago to share what was then 
an idea, he told NBCBLK.

The USNS John Lewis is the first of 
the next generation of ships of its kind 
– fleet-replenishment oilers (T-AO 
205). Usually 677.5 feet long, 97.5 feet 
wide and anywhere between 40,000 to 
41,225 in tons, oilers are responsible 
for providing fuel replenishment as 
well as fleet cargo and store to ships 
at sea.

According to Lewis’ of-
fice, all of the ships within 
this class of fleet-replenish-
ment oilers will be named 
after civil rights heroes.

Lewis was elected to Con-
gress in 1986 after speaking, 
marching and organizing 
during the Civil Rights Move-
ment. He participated in the 
"Freedom Rides," served 
as chairman of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC), and was 

also a keynote speaker at the historic 
March on Washington in 1963. He is 
most widely remembered for surviving 
being attacked by Alabama state troop-
ers during Bloody Sunday in Selma, 
Alabama, in 1965.

There are at least nine navy ships 
named for notable African Americans, 
according to the Naval Historical Cen-
ter. The first, USS Harmon, was named 
in 1942 for Mess Attendant First Class 
Leonard Roy Harmon. Since then, 
George Washington Carver and the first 
African-American naval aviator, Jesse 
L. Brown, have also had ships named 
for them posthumously.

L
onnie G. Bunch III, the founding 
director of the National Museum 
of African-American History and 

Culture, has been named the 14th 
secretary of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion.  He is the first African American 
to hold the position in the organiza-
tion’s 173-year history.  

In this position, Bush will lead 
the Smithsonian’s collection of 19 
museums, nine research centers 
and the National Zoo.  

 “Lonnie Bunch guided, from 
concept to completion, the complex 
effort to build the premier mu-
seum celebrating African-American 
achievements,” said John G. Rob-
erts, Jr., Smithsonian Chancellor and 
Chief Justice of the United States.

Bush, a historian with more 

than 35 years in the museum field, 
brought the National Museum 
of African-American History and 
Culture to life. When he started as 
director in 2005, he had one staff 
member, no collections, no funding 
and no site for a museum.

Today the museum welcomes 
about 4 million visitors and com-
piled a collection of 40,000 objects. 
The museum is the first “green 
building” on the National Mall. He 
rallied donors of every level and 
worked with Congress to fund the 
museum through a public-private 
collaboration.

In a 2000 article headlined 
“Flies in the Buttermilk: Museums, 
Diversity and the Will to Change,” 
published in the American Alliance 

of Museums magazine, Bunch wrote 
about the paucity of Black faces at a 
national meeting of museum profes-
sionals. He quoted Al Green’s 1971 
hit “Tired of Being Alone”: “I’m so 
tired of being alone, I’m so tired of 
being on my own. There were just a 
few of us flies in the buttermilk.”

Now he’s hoping his appointment 
as secretary will help expand oppor-
tunities for African Americans.

People of color are 39% of the 
population but only 11% of museum 
audiences. Studies from art muse-
ums, which are about a quarter of 
the museum universe, show only 
4% of leadership positions are held 
by African Americans, and those 
numbers are likely true throughout 
the museum world.

Previously, Bunch was 
the president of the Chicago 
Historical Society, one of the 
nation’s oldest museums of 
history (2001–05). There, 
he led a successful capital 
campaign to transform the His-
torical Society in celebration of 
its 150th anniversary, managed 
an institutional reorganization 
and began an unprecedented 
outreach initiative to diverse 
communities.

Bunch’s Smithsonian experience 
spans three museums: the Na-
tional Museum of African-American 
History and Culture, the National 
Museum of American History and 
he began his Smithsonian career 
as an education specialist and 

historian at the National Air and 
Space Museum in 1978-79.  

Bunch received his master’s 
(1976) and bachelor’s (1974) 
degrees from American University in 
Washington, D.C., in African-Ameri-
can and American history. 

Historic Johnson Publishing 
Photos and Media to be Auctioned

New Navy Ship Named After 
Civil Rights Icon John Lewis

Bunch Named First African-American Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution

Bunch



Spike Lee, 1986 Muhammed Ali and Joe Frazier, 1971

Congressman John Lewis and Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus ( both in caps) gather with Congress 
members around a photo of the USNS John Lewis. 

Maya Angelou before performing at New York’s 
Village Vanguard.
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Juneteenth Events 
Engage Communities 
Across Kansas & KC 

Our most popular online story is 

our Juneteenth Calendar! Atchison, 

Junction City, Parsons, Manhattan, 

Lawrence, Leavenworth, Hutchinson 

join Wichita & KC in celebrating.      

Before Joyland, Wichita 
had Wonderland Park 
Sara J. Harmon’s short 

documentary on the amusement 

park that once sat in the Arkansas 

River can next be seen at 1:30 p.m. 

June 26 at Exploration Place.  

   

Answers Start to Emerge 
in Football Player’s Death  
Garden City Community 

College has remained quiet about 

Braeden Bradforth’s death from 

heatstroke, but newly exposed 

e-mails show on-the-scene 

incompetence by the coaching staff 

handling the situation.

Is Kansas Woman 
Exposing Police Racism?
When a woman called the 

Eastborough Police Dept. about a 
ticket and they thought they hung 
up, she heard & recorded what 
sounds like racist conversation 
from the officers. 

Check out OUR EATS   
- Our List of Black-
Owned Restaurants    

Let’s keep some of our summer 

money in the Community! We tried 

to track down all of Kansas & KC’s 

Black-owned restaurants for our list. 

How many can your family check out 

before the school year starts?

Our Top 5 Online Stories 

I
f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly 
on our website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up 
to receive our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between 

each bi-weekly issue of “The Community Voice.”  Here’s just 
some of what you missed during the last two weeks. 

41

2

3

5



Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Top Photo Front: Miss Show Me State Jr. Princess, Brooklyn 
Franklin participated in the 18th & Vine Juneteeth parade
story page 14.
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ARETHA FRANKLIN'S 
HANDWRITTEN WILLS 

RAISE TANGLED LEGAL 
QUESTIONS

The three wills found hidden in 
Aretha Franklin's suburban Detroit 
home this month may not be easy to 
decipher. The combined 16 pages are 

handwritten, 
filled with 
scratched-out 
phrases, notes 
in the margins 
and occasional 
digressions.

In some 
states, the documents might not even 
qualify as wills because they evidently 
were not notarized or were signed 
without witnesses present. But the 
Queen of Soul died in Michigan, and 
experts said courts there are far more 
likely to take the documents seriously.

The wills are, in fact, dated - one 
from March 2014, two from 2010 - 
and each page appears to be signed, 
according to Leigh-Alexandra Basha, 
an estate and tax planning lawyer at 
the firm McDermott Will & Emery 
in Washington, who reviewed the 
scanned copies posted online.

She was the Queen of Soul, but 

her family is about to get crowned in 
court.

MICHAEL B. JORDAN 
PRESENTS CENTRAL 
PARK FIVE MEN WITH 

COURAGE AWARD
Michael B. Jordan presented 

the ACLU of Southern California’s 
inaugural Roger Baldwin Courage 
Award to the members of the Central 
Park Five, who accepted the award on 
behalf of Ava DeVernay, creator of the 
new mini-series “When They See Us” 
about the Five. Jordan said he could 
not present the award without getting 
emotional and feeling like as a young 
Black man he, too, could have faced a 

similar ordeal.
Yusef Salaam, one of the Central 

Park Frve, cried as he accepted the 
award for DuVernay.

“I’m not ashamed to cry in front of 
you,” Salaam said after a moment of 
silence as he reflected on how he and 
the other men were “just boys” be-
tween the ages of 13 and 16 years old 
when they were wrongfully convicted.  
“Our story is a story of an egregious 
miscarriage of justice,” he added.

Salaam and the rest of the Central 
Park Five were exonerated in 2002 
after being charged with the 1989 
rape of a White woman in New York’s 
Central Park. They received a standing 
ovation while accepting the award. 
“When They See Us” has sparked a 

renewed interest in the details of the 
case.

DuVernay refocused the narrative 
on the humanity of the five men and 
has shone a new light on the case 
30 years later.

The series has also re-ignited 
outcry about how the case was 
handled. Linda Fairstein, the 
Manhattan sex crimes prosecu-
tor who observed the teenagers’ 
interrogation, has faced backlash 
for her role in their conviction. 
Fairstein has already resigned from 
at least two nonprofit boards and 
a #CancelLindaFairstein movement 
has spread on social media.

Fairstein was dropped by her 
book publisher in the face of the 
increasing criticism. 

BILLY PORTER STOLE 
THE SHOW AT THE 

TONY AWARDS 
In case you missed it, "Pose" star 

Billy Porter's Tony Awards ensemble 
was a direct nod to women's repro-
ductive rights.

He stepped out on the red carpet 
at Radio City Sunday night dressed 
in a red and pink suit with a train, 
intentionally designed to look like 

female reproductive organs, reports 
The Hollywood Reporter.

The custom "gender-fluid evening 
suit" made of red velvet, was created 

by New York label Celestino Couture. 
It included over 30,000 Swarovski 
crystals and featured recycled fabric 
from a curtain backdrop from Broad-
way's "Kinky Boots," for which Porter 
won the 2013 Tony for best actor in a 
musical.

Porter said on the red carpet, "I 
thought it was awesome because 
women's rights are under attack right 
now. I'm an advocate for all who are 
disenfranchised. This government is 
trying to take away the woman's right to 
choose and that's unacceptable."

Porter

Central Park 5 with Jordan. Inset: Salaam.

Franklin
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K
ansas Gov. Laura Kelly pledged 
the composition of her cabinet 
would reflect the diversity of the 

state and she has finally come through 
with the appointment of DeAngela 
Burns-Wallace, PhD, as her choice to 
lead the Kansas Department of Admin-
istration. Burns-Wallace currently is the 
Vice Provost of Undergraduate Studies 
at the University of Kansas.

In March, Kelly announced her se-
lection of Shawnee Co. Sheriff Herman 

Jones as Supt. of the Kansas 
Highway Patrol.  

With two out of 14 cabi-
net positions, Kelly’s cabinet 
is 14% Black in a state that’s 
6% Black.  

Kelly also appointed 
former KS Representative 
(D-Wichita) Delia Garcia, 
who is Hispanic, as Secretary 
of Labor.  With three out of 
14 cabinet positions filled by 

minorities, Kelly has a 21% minority 
cabinet in a state that has a population 
that’s approximately 22% minority.  

In addition to appointing a di-
verse cabinet, Kelly was committed 
to appointing a strong, highly quali-
fied cabinet. Both Burns-Wallace 
and Jones contribute to that end.  

Burns-Wallace earned her BA in 
International Relations from Stan-
ford University, her MPA in Public 
Policy & International Affairs from 

Princeton University and a doctorate in 
Higher Education Management from 
the University of Pennsylvania.   Jones, 
has 40 years of law enforcement expe-
rience on the municipal, county and 
state level and has been a leader in law 
enforcement training and education. 

Burns-Wallace becomes acting sec-
retary on July 1. Her appointment must 
be confirmed by the Senate Oversight 
Committee and by the full Senate dur-
ing the 2020 session.  

I
f you’re looking for a way to give 
back to your state or influence 
decisions in an area you have a 

particular interest in, then Gov. Laura 
Kelly’s team may have a spot for you.  
Under state codes, federal mandates 
and/or some executive orders, there 
is a need for almost 1,000 Kansans to 
serve on a variety of boards and com-
missions.  While some of the positions 
on these boards are filled by leaders in 
the Kansas Legislature, a large number 
are appointed by the governor.  

In addition, nearly one-third of State 
employee positions are considered 
“unclassified” which means they serve 
without civil service protection and at 
the “pleasure of the governor.”  Of the 
approximately 30,000 state employees, 
nearly 10,000 serve in unclassified po-
sitions.  While many of the employees 
in unclassified positions can feel fairly 
secure, they’ll receive a “reappoint-
ment” letter from the governor; some 

of those jobs are what could be called 
“political appointments” which the 
governor is looking to fill.  

Too often, board and commission 
positions are filled by older White 
men. “They have skills, they have 
experiences, so some of it does make 
sense,” says Scott 
Allegrucci, Director 
of Appointments for 
Gov. Kelly.  However, 
the makeup of board 
appointees is some-
thing the governor 
hopes to change.  

“We want to see 
greater diversity 
across the whole gov-
ernment.  We want to 
find younger people 
... help them test their 
skills in leadership,” 
Allegrucci says, with 
the long-term goal 

of developing future state leaders and 
successful candidates for office.   

Board and commission positions 
are often unpaid positions that look 
good on your resume or allow you to 
exert influence in an area of impor-
tance, however, some of these posi-

tions offer a small stipend per meeting 
to a full-time salary.  

Even if the position is unpaid, board 
members are typically reimbursed for 
travel expenses to and from the meet-
ing.  At the state’s current reimburse-
ment rate of 54.5 cents per mile, an 

individual traveling to and 
from Wichita for a board 
meeting would receive 
about $160.  The rate for 
traveling from Kansas City to 
Topeka would be about $66 
and from Salina to Topeka 
about $125.  

There’s probably a board 
where your qualifications 
or interest match.  For 
example, there is a board 
for  athletics, nursing, 
barbering, and cosmetol-
ogy.  If you’re over age 60, 
you might have an interest 
in serving on the Advisory 

Council on Aging.  If you have a child 
with a special needs, you might want 
to serve on either the Autism, Develop-
mental Disability, or Death or Hard of 
Hearing Board. 

If you enjoy being creative, serve on 
the Creative Arts Industries Commis-
sion.  Don’t like the talent at the State 
Fair each year? Sign up for the State 
Fair Board.  Want to do something to 
address issues of discrimination in 
the state? Serve on the Kansas Human 
Rights Commission.  

These are just a very few of the 
boards where you can have an impact.  

To find out more about the 
200 boards and commissions, 
the roles they play, and qualifica-
tions for appointees, go to https://
governor.kansas.gov/serving-kan-
sans/office-of-appointments.  You 
can also submit your applications 
to serve on a board at the same 
location.  

A
nother sign the 2020 election 
is approaching rapidly… The 
Kansas Democratic Party has 

announced plans for the state’s 2020 
Presidential Primary.  The primary is 
set for Sat., May 2, 2020, with voting 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and at least 
one polling per location in each of the 
state’s 40 senate districts.  

The state’s larger metropolitan 
areas, i.e. Wyandotte, Johnson, 
Sedgwick or Shawnee Counties are 
typically composed of several senate 

districts.  However in smaller rural 
areas, one senate district may cover 
several counties.  In that case, there 
may be more than one polling location 
per district, to cut down on required 
travel distance.  

You can cut out travel all together 
by requesting an advance ballot and 
mailing it in.  Details about voting loca-
tions and how to obtain an advance 
ballot will be mailed to every registered 
Democrat in Kansas on March 9.  The 
same day, registered Democrats can 

begin requesting ballots via the state 
party website or by contacting the 
Topeka office until 5 p.m. April 17. 
Starting March 30, the KDP will mail 
requested advance ballots.  

Voters will rank every presidential 
candidate on their ballots. If a candi-
date receives fewer than a minimum 
15 percent of all first-choice votes, 
votes will be reallocated to the next 
preferred viable candidate until all 
candidates remaining receive at least 
15 percent.

The Kansas Democratic Party 
Primary is open to anyone registered 
as a Democrat, but make sure your 
registration is a Democrat, not as an 
Independent or Republican.  Registra-
tion will be allowed for new voters at 
the polling location on Election Day.  

The Democrats will also encour-
age high school students to register 
and vote in the primary by going out 
to schools to pre-register high school 
students.  Anyone who will be 18 by 
the Nov. 3 election day can register 

and vote in the primary.  
If you need to check your voter regis-

tration status, go to ksvotes.org.  

Gov. Kelly Rounds Out Cabinet with Two African-American Appointees 

Jones Burns-Wallace 

Governor Has Many Board, Commission and Exempt Employee Positions to Fill 

The Kansas Board of Barbering is just one of the 200 Kansas 
Boards and Commissions citizens can serve on.  There’s probably 
a board that matches your skills, trade or interests.  

Kansas Democrats Finalize Plan for 2020 Presidential Primary



Not sure if you’re registered 
to vote, or if you’re a registered 
Democrat, find out at ksvotes.
org.  
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6 Missouri News

T
he Medal of Honor:  It’s 
the highest military 
decoration presented by 

the United States government 
to a member of the armed 
forces.  The recipient must have 
distinguished themselves at the 
risk of their own life above and 
beyond the call of duty in action 
against an enemy of the United 
States.  

It’s an honor that’s only been 
awarded a little over 3,500 
times since the decoration’s 
creation in 1861.  Only 90 
Medals of Honor have been 
awarded to African Americans.  

In spite of their valorous 
deeds, some African Ameri-
can were denied the Medal 
of Honor due to their race. As an 
example, no Medals of Honor were 
originally awarded to Black soldiers 
who served in World War II.  However, 
after a 1993 study commissioned by 
the United States Army, seven Medals 
of Honor were awarded to Black 
soldiers.  

A review of the Medal of Honor 

process has been conducted for every 
U.S. conflict after 1941, but no such 
review has occurred for WWI.  Now, a 
team from the Park University George 
S. Robb Centre for the Study of the 
Great War are spearheading a Medal 
of Honor review process for minority 
WWI soldiers.  

The inspiration for this project 
stems from the university’s 2016 

Spencer Cave Black 
History Month Lecture 
that featured a discus-
sion about the role a 
White Park alumnus 
and World War I hero 
played as the leader of 
the mostly Black 369th 
Regiment of New York 
(known as the “Harlem 
Hellfighters”).

Despite comprising 
two combat divisions, 
including the “Harlem 
Hellfighters,” which 
logged more combat 

days and casualties than 
any other American 
regiment, none of the 
more than 367,000 

African-Americans soldiers who served 
in World War I received the Medal of 
Honor.

To be eligible for the review, a 
veteran must have received a Distin-
guished Service Cross and/or received/
been recommended for a Medal of 
Honor or the French Croix de Guerre 
with Palm.

Additionally, the veteran must be 
African American, Asian American, 
Hispanic American, Jewish American, 
or Native American. 

The Valor Medals Review Task Force 
is comprised of volunteer scholars 
and veterans prepared to complete the 
records collection phase of the project 
using private donations. Park Univer-
sity was the driving force behind the 

bipartisan bills introduced in Congress 
and the Senate in April to authorize the 
review of the records.  The goal of the 
Task Force is to conduct their research 
at no cost to the military.  

The project is expected to take five 
to seven years to complete.  

The George S. Robb Centre for the 
Study of the Great War is a registered 
501(c)3 supported by donations.

Which African-American Soldiers Were Unfairly Denied Medals of Honor During WWI?
• A Park University team is on a mission to identify potential World War I minority soldiers deserving Medal-of-Honor recognition.  

Want to Learn More About the 
Valor Medals Review Program? 
Event:  “From Kansas City to Washington, D.C.: World War I Valor Medals 
Review” 

When:  Wed., June 19, 6:30 p.m. 

Where:  National World War I Museum and Memorial, Kansas City, MO

Cost:  Free and open to the public, but attendees should RSVP at 
my.theworldwar.org/4234

More:  This interactive program will include Park University panelists Timothy 
Westcott, PhD, director of the Robb Centre and associate professor of history, 
and Bridget Locke, director of strategic communications, both are members of 
the Valor Medals Review Task Force.  The event will describe the three-year 
journey of the effort thus far, some of the stories that have been uncovered 
along the way, and the intense research work that lies ahead.

No African-American soldiers who served in World War 
I were awarded the Medal of Honor. None who served in 
WWII were awarded any either until a review in 1993, 48 
years after that war ended. WWI ended in 1918. 

F
or the third year in a row, 
Missouri has the highest Black 
homicide victimization rate 

in the nation with a rate of 46.21 
per 100,000—more than twice the 
national Black homicide victimiza-
tion rate and nine times the overall 
homicide rate nationwide — ac-
cording to a new analysis by the 
Violence Policy Center. 

The annual study, Black Homicide 
Victimization in the United States: 
An Analysis of 2016 Homicide 
Data, ranks the states according to 
their Black homicide victimization 
rates. It is based on unpublished 
data from the FBI Supplementary 
Homicide Report (SHR). The study 
details homicide rates for 2016, the 
most recent year for which compre-
hensive national data is available. 

This is the 13th year the Violence 
Policy Center has released the study. 

In 2016, the national Black 
homicide victimization rate was 
20.44 per 100,000, and the overall 
national homicide victimization rate 
was 5.10 per 100,000. Nationwide, 
87% of Black homicide victims were 
killed with guns.

Since the Violence Policy Center 
began issuing this report in 2007, 
Missouri has been ranked as having 
one of the 10 highest Black homi-
cide victimization rates every year.

“The devastating and dispropor-
tionate impact homicide, almost 
always involving a gun, has on 
Black men, boys, women, and girls 
in America is a national shame,” 
states VPC Executive Director Josh 
Sugarmann. “These deaths devastate 

families, traumatize communities, 
and should provoke an outcry for 
change. The goal of our research 
is to help educate the public and 
policy makers, spur action, and aid 
community leaders already working 
to end this crisis.”

For Missouri, the study finds that 
in 2016:

Of the 333 Black homicide 
victims, 286 were male, 46 were fe-
male, and one was of unknown sex.

Twenty Black homicide victims 
(6%) were less than 18 years old 
and 2 victims (1%) were 65 years 
of age or older. The average age was 
31 years old.

When the weapon used could 
be identified, 94% of the Black 
homicide victims (302 out of 322) 
were killed with guns. Of these, 

47% (141 victims) were killed with 
handguns.

For homicides in which the 
victim-to-offender relationship 
could be identified, 72% of Black 
homicide victims (75 out of 104) 
were killed by someone they knew. 
Twenty-nine were killed by strang-

ers.
For homicides in which the 

circumstances could be identified, 
60% (74 out of 124) were not re-
lated to the commission of any other 
felony. Of these, 77% (57 homi-
cides) involved arguments between 
the victim and the offender.

Once Again, Missouri Ranked #1 for Black Homicide Victimization

T
he FBI data in this story 
includes incidents reported 
as justifiable homicides 

of Black victims killed by law 
enforcement. Nationwide, there 
were 116 such incidents re-
ported in 2016. The data does 
not specifically identify killings by 
police that are not ruled justifi-

able. In December 2015, the FBI 
announced that it would dramati-
cally expand its data collection 
on violent police encounters by 
2017. In October 2016, the U.S. 
Department of Justice outlined 
a plan to improve the collection 
of law enforcement use of force 
data.

Black Homicide by Cops?









U
nified Government officials, 
neighborhood organizations, 
representatives from the 

Prairie Fire Development Group and 
Community Housing of Wyandotte 
County (CHWC, Inc.) all gathered at 
the corner of 8th and Washington 
Boulevard on June 7 to celebrate the 
ground-breaking of a new $11 million 
apartment community coming to 
downtown Kansas City, Kansas.

Located along Washington 
Boulevard in the Douglass Sumner 
Neighborhood, Boulevard Lofts will be 

a unique and innovative project focus-
ing on inclusivity, health and wellness 
and urban agriculture.   The project 
will serve as a quality workforce hous-
ing option necessary in the continued 
growth and sustenance of the KCK 
downtown.  It will also be within the 
boundaries of the northeast area and 
serve as a catalytic project within the 
context of the recently UG adopted 
Northeast Area Master Plan.

According to Kelley Hrabe, co-own-
er of Prairie Fire Development Group, 
Boulevard Lofts will integrate the “ag-

ricultural neighborhood” 
concept into the develop-
ment, the first of its kind 
in Kansas City.  Agricultural 
Neighborhoods are orga-
nized communities that 
integrate agriculture into 
residential neighborhoods. 
The purpose of these 
communities is to facilitate 
food production while at 
the same time providing 
recreation for members of 
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See Lofts page 23

Regional

Boulevard Lofts Catalyst for Improving Downtown KCK 
• $11 Million apartment community will focus on inclusivity, health and wellness, and urban agriculture  

Residents Of Kansas City, KS, are set to get new downtown housing for the first time 
In 30 years. Boulevard Lofts will bring 50 apartments and townhomes to downtown 
KCK next summer.

UG Approves Demolition of Old Nursing Home at Quindaro Site

T
he Unified Government 
Landmarks Commission has ap-
proved demolition of the former 

Bryant Butler Kitchen Nursing Home 
building which sets at the entrance 
to the Quindaro Townsite National 

Commemorative Site.  The decision 
to take down the building comes two 
months after 250 residents, com-
munity leaders and Congressional 
members gathered to celebrate 
Quindaro’s history and its designation 

as a national commemorative site.
Demolition of the abandoned, 

dilapidated building at the edge of 
the historic site will not only improve 
the appearance of the area, but 
potentially allow for development of 

other uses such as a visitors center or 
museum.

Over the past 18 years, the build-
ing at 3500 N 27th St., has deterio-
rated into a blighted, tax delinquent 
eyesore. The property has been 

cited for numerous building code 
violations and is the source of illegal 
dumping and squatting by homeless 
residents. The building was originally 
listed for demolition more than three 
years ago.



JUSTUS:  Housing plays a key role 
in providing stability to our most vulnerable 
citizens and is critical to the future of our city. 
In those areas where we have a lack of diversity 

The Issue:  Affordable Housing  
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Kansas City

O
n June 18, Kansas City residents will 
go to the polls to elect school board 
members, an almost totally new city 

council and a new mayor, since current mayor 
Sly James cannot run again due to term limits.  

With so many open races, voter interest is high 
- but with little to separate the candidates, the way 
many people vote may come down to personalities.  
However, for many of the city’s core residents, earn-
ing their vote for mayor will depend considerably on 

how the two candidates say they will approach what 
are two core issues, affordable housing and violent 
crime.  

We asked the candidates their thoughts on both of 
these issues.

Affordable Housing and Crime Remain Top Issues in Kansas City Mayor’s Race 

C
ompared to national numbers, housing 
stock in Kansas City is relatively affordable.  
The average rent for a one-bedroom apart-

ment in Kansas City is $915 and (based on trends) 
rising.  According to Zillow, between 2010 and 
2018, rents increased 28%.  However, over the 
same time, income only increased 10%.  

With housing affordability measured at spend-
ing no more than 30% of your household income 
the average KC rent is too high for too many, 
especially for the city’s low-income residents.  

The city has been looking for a way to address 

the lack of affordable housing and last year 
adopted a five-year plan with the following main 
goals:    

•creating5,000affordableunitsby2023
•creatinga$75millionhousingtrustfundto

create and preserve affordable housing
•requiringhousingprojectsreceivingincen-

tives from the city to include 15% percent afford-
able units.  

They’re lofty goals, but the City Council still 
struggles with defining what is affordable rent and 
onhowtofundthe$75milliontrustfund.

PHOTO: Members of the 
grassroots group KC 
Tenants are keeping the 
issue of affordable housing 
in the news.  Earlier this 
month, they held a protest 
at the site of a new housing 
development in the Power 
and Light District.  The 
$25 million development is 
receiving incentives from 
the city so it’s including 117 
“affordable” housing units in 
the development to include 
“micro-units, studios, and 
one bedrooms.”  The micro-
units, as small as 315 square 
feet, will cost as much as 
$750.  “No housing for 
working families,” said the 
protestors.  

The Candidates on the Issue of Affordable Housing



J
olie Justus, 48, was elected to 
the Kansas City Council in 2015.  A 
Democrat, she served in the Missouri 

Senate from 2007 -2015.  An attorney by 
profession, Justus works as the director of 
pro bono ser-
vices for the 
Kansas City 
law firm of 
Shook, Hardy 
& Bacon 
LLP.  In this 
position she 
has helped 
champion 
the cases of 
many who 
might not have otherwise received quality 
representation.  

If elected, Justus would be the first open-
ly gay mayor of the city.  She and her wife 
Lucy live in the Longfellow neighborhood 
with an energetic pack of rescue dogs.  

Justus has been endorsed by outgoing 
Kansas City Mayor Sly James. 

LUCAS: Throughout my time on 
Council, I have led the discussion on hous-
ing policy to move our city forward, and 
count the legislation I’ve passed as one of 
my proudest achievements. Our current 
Affordable Housing Plan has four important 
points:  
•Nolongerwill$2,000beconsidered
“affordable housing” in Kansas City. I’ve cut 
that number by more than half.  
•It’stimecitygovernmentlendahand
towards progress. Permits from the city will 
be on a less-than-60-day timeline.  
•Affordablehousingnearpublictrans-
portation lines will receive additional 
incentives – so we can fight emissions and 
promote inclusive communities develop-
ment.  
•EstablishtheHousingTrustFund.Thiswill
bring millions of dollars to see that initia-
tives are brought forward and completed.

Lucas, who chaired the city’s Housing 
Committee is now pushing an ordinance 
to set the affordable housing rate at 
$800.  Some people say, “that’s still not 
affordable for me.” Both candidates talk 
about renovating and rehabbing vacant 
and abandoned homes. Lucas claims his 

Q
uinton Lucas, 34, is a Kansas City 
native who grew up in East Kansas 
City and was raised by a single mom.  

Talented intellectually, he earned a scholar-
ship to the prestigious Barstow School where 
he excelled as an athlete and was elected 
twice as stu-
dent body 
president.  

He 
received his 
under-
graduate 
degree from 
Washington 
University 
and his law 
degree from 
Cornell.  In 
2012, he joined the University of Kansas Law 
School as a professor.  He was elected to 
the Kansas City Council in 2015, where he 
has championed economic opportunity and 
fair and affordable housing for all areas of 
the city.  

in housing prices, public policy has a vital role. 
The city’s focus should be to create, preserve and 
stabilize housing throughout the entire city. On a 
case-by-case basis, public economic incentives 
shouldencourageorrequireamaterialportion
of affordable housing units. If we focus on the 
corridors between existing economic incentive 
successes, and with an eye toward public trans-
portation lines, the city can encourage affordable 
residential life. Additionally, we should move 
forward with proposals to fund the recently cre-
atedHousingTrustFund.Thisfundingshouldbe
targeted toward creating new housing, preserving 
existing stock and providing legal and financial 
assistance to help residents stay in their current 
homes.  

Since housing is an issue of importance 
to both Lucas and Justus, they spend a lot of 
time throwing barbs at each other instead of 
emphasizing how they differ on the issues.  

Justus accuses Lucas of being ineffective 
as chair of the Housing Committee, lack-
ing in ideas on how to fund the $75 million 
Housing Trust, and noticeably absent when 
a recent vote was taken to fund a downtown 
apartment complex that put forth 315 sq. ft. 
“micro” units at $750 per month as affordable 
housing.  Justus voted against funding the 
project.  









opponent will emphasize economic develop-
ment priorities over basic services. 



partner.  
“We can’t fool ourselves into 

thinking Lamonte’s was an isolated 
case,” said the Rev. Rick Behrens of 
Grandview Park Presbyterian Church, 
KCK. The family of John Calvin told the 
crowd that their loved one has been in 
prison 17 years for a murder another 
man confessed to.  

At the rally Rose Calvin claimed Gol-
ubski took advantage of her.  And that 
John is just another of his victims.  

The Police Department issued 

a statement in response to the 
protest.  While they would not com-
ment on the lawsuits, they did say a 
hotline (913-573-6373) does exist 
for citizens to report police mis-
conduct.  And that the department 
will cooperate with any outside 
investigation “as we are confident 
we meet or exceed currently ac-
cepted practices/standards in law 
enforcement regarding how we 
handle citizen complaints through 
the Internal Affairs process.”
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P
rotestors called for the termi-
nation of Kansas City Police 
Chief Terry Zeigler during a 

march held in downtown Kansas 
City last week.  In what they called a 
“March for Justice,” the protestors 
asked the Wyandotte Unified Com-
mission to respond to “decades of 
misconduct” within the department 
by firing the chief.  They also called 
for an investigation into the full 
department by the U.S. Department 
of Justice, for an investigation into 
former KCK Officer Roger Golubski 
by the FBI and for an independent 
hotline to report police misconduct.  

The call for action was in part a re-
sponse to the filing of a lawsuit against 
the department by a former KCK police 
department cadet.  In the lawsuit, the 
trainee said she was fired after she 
complained she was sexually harassed 
and touched by Steven Rios, who was 
convicted of misdemeanor battery and 
retired after the complaint.  

“This will only begin to fix a problem 
caused by decades of corruption and 
negligence.  We will stand to see this 

through,” said the Rev. Dr. Bobby Love 
of Second Baptist Church in Olathe.  

The protest was organized by the 
Metro Organizations for Racial and 
Economic Equity (MORE2), who 
say the department has a culture of 
protecting bad cops.  

Last year, a federal lawsuit was filed 
against the department for permitting 
Det. Golubski to “terrorize an entire 
community – by using his badge to 
extort sexual favors from poor Black 
women and by coercing and manipu-
lating those women into providing fab-

ricated evidence to close his cases.”  
The lawsuit was filed on behalf of 

Lamonte McIntrye and his mother.  
McIntrye was exonerated in 2017 
after serving a 23-year-sentence for 
a double murder.  He was convicted 
even though no physical evidence, gun 
or motive tied him to the murders.  
The lawsuit claims McIntyre’s convic-
tion was a retaliation for his mother 
changing her number and no longer 
responding to Golubski.  

At the time these allegations oc-
curred, Chief Zeigler was Golubski’s 

Protestors Call for KCK Police Chief Zeigler’s Termination  

Recent protests organized by the grassroots group More2 ask for the removal 
of Kansas City Police Chief Terry Zeigler 

JUSTUS: For decades our state 
and city have gotten tougher on crime, 
but we have just started to get smart 
on crime. When I was a state senator, 
I passed criminal justice reform that 
directly impacts our community, 
including a complete revision of the 
Missouri Criminal Code and the Justice 
Reinvestment Act. This legislation has 
started us down the path of putting 
the right people in prison and making 
sure we have opportunities for people 
when they re-enter our community. As 
mayor, I am prepared to continue that 

work. 
Violent crime in our community is 

a public health issue and I support 
evidence-based programs like the 
Kansas City No Violence Alliance, AIM 
for Peace and programs that take a 
public health approach to prevent 
crime. I support the addition of social 
workers to our KCPD patrol divisions 
and an increased focus on community 
interaction officers.

Justus said she would bring a “smart 
on crime” approach to the state board 
that oversees the Kansas City Police De-

partment, on which the mayor serves 
and continue to push for neighbor-
hood policing.

LUCAS: When I've worked with 
the incarcerated, their involvement 
in crime was really often the result of 
lack of opportunity and a lack of hope 
that they can support themselves and 
their families well in the “formal sec-
tor” of the economy.  

The late 20th century approach to 
crime-fighting was just to increase 
the costs of committing crime. I don't 
think that was particularly effective.  I 

think a 21st century approach is to 
recognize that one has to have incen-
tives for participation in the formal 
sector of our economy.  Such incen-
tives would, in my opinion, include a 
living wage being earned for our labor, 
infrastructure and law that supports 
formal employment, such as accessible 
health care, daycare, etc., and commu-
nities that one can live in without fear.  

More directly, I think the city can 
help further increase awards for the 
provision of confidential information 
and encourage further opportunities 

for our youth in the summer and after 
school-consistent activities that build 
community, build activities, skills and 
interests.

If elected, I will use the existing par-
don power of the mayor to extinguish 
all stand-alone convictions for minor 
municipal marijuana violations.  I 
will work to decriminalize poverty by 
eliminating incarceration for offenses 
relating more to a person’s inability to 
pay — such as warrants for parking 
tickets — than underlying antisocial 
conduct.

The Issue:  Violent Crime Rate 

The Candidates on the Issue of Violent Crime

T
here is no city more syn-
onymous with violence in the 
United States than Chicago, 

yet when you look at the popula-
tion of Kansas City, its homicide rate 
outpaces Chicago’s.  In fact, Kansas 
City currently has the 5th highest ho-
micide rate in the country.  In 2018, 
the city’s homicide rate was 32.5 

per 100,000 residents while Chicago 
placed 11th with 21.1 murders per 
100,000 residents.  

Violent crime has never been 
higher in Kansas City, with the city’s 
current murder rate exceeding the 
previous all-time high rate of 30.9 
per 100,000 reached in the height 
of the 1990s crack epidemic.  It’s a 

trend that’s particularly dis-
turbing considering the city’s 
homicide rate in 2014 was 
down to 19.3 per 100,000.  
These are numbers the city 
must get a hold of, or all of 
their efforts to position the 
city economically will be in 
vain.  

There are 12 Mothers 
in Charge chapters 
around the country, all 
founded by mothers of 
children killed by violent 
crime and survivors. 
KC MIC’s mission is to 
reduce violent crime and 
support the families of 
victims. KC MIC goes to 
every homicide scene to 
provide crisis interven-
tion and peer support.





Mobile License Office for Teen Drivers

S
ummer typically means longer 
lines at the driver’s license 
office. In an effort to reduce 

wait times, the Kansas Department 
of Revenue is piloting the use of its 
mobile driver’s license kiosks in part-
nership with the Blue Valley School 
District for teen drivers.

“Our hope is to be able to address 
the lines we typically see while 
providing a convenience for our new 
drivers,” Director of Vehicles David 
Harper said.

The mobile office will be in the 
commons area at Liberty View 
Elementary School, 14800 S. Green-
wood Street, in Olathe. Appointments 
are required and offered 8 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. every Tuesday and Wednesday 
in June. This service is for students 
ages 14-18 to handle permit and 
licensing needs.

An appointment can be made at 
the following link: https://www.kdor.
ks.gov/Apps/MotorVehicles/Mobile-
Schedule. 





E
very day with our food, 
beverages and the very air we 
breathe, we are ingesting tiny, 

often microscopic pieces of plastic - 
“microplastics.”  

If you drink bottled water, you 
could double the microplastic par-
ticles you ingest.

Depending on their age and sex, 
Americans eat, drink and breathe 
between 74,000 and 121,000 micro-
plastic particles each year, suggests 
new research in the journal “Envi-
ronmental Science & Technology.”

Those who exclusively drink 
bottled water rather than tap water 
can add up to 90,000 plastic par-
ticles to their estimated annual total, 

according to the study.  However, the 
full impact on our 
health isn’t known. 

Research shows 
some particles are 
small enough to 
enter our tissues, 
where they can 
trigger an immune 
reaction, or release 
toxic substances and 
pollutants absorbed 
from the environ-
ment, including heavy 
metals.

Not only do 
animals ingest tiny 
plastic particles in 

their environments, but microplastics contaminate our food during pro-
duction and packaging, 
previous studies suggest. 

Total annual inges-
tion and inhalation of 
microplastics amounted 
to approximately 81,000 
particles for boys, 
121,000 for men, 74,000 
for girls and 98,000 for 
women, the study said.

Whether you drink tap 
or bottled water is key 
to annual ingestion of 
additional microplastics: 
The researchers estimated 
annual particle intake 
via drinking water to 

be approximately 75,000 for boys, 
127,000 for men, 64,000 for girls 
and 93,000 for women if bottled 
water is the only source.

For those who consume only tap 
water, microplastic intake via water 
for boys is 3,000 particles, 6,000 for 
men, 3,000 for girls and 4,000 for 
women.

“Our estimates of American con-
sumption of microplastics are likely 
drastic underestimates overall,” the 
study authors concluded.

This news comes on the heels of 
the discovery of microplastics in life 
forms in the deep ocean, which was 
previously thought safe from that 
pollution.
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Blood Needed for 
Sickle Cell Patients

I
f you notice company logos missing the letters A, 
B and O, it’s because they’re bringing awareness 
to a shortage of the blood types A, B, O and AB.
The Red Cross says the blood supply is half of 

what’s needed, and part of the problem is that just 
3% of Americans give blood. Their #MissingTypes 
campaign is aiming to bring awareness to the 
problem.

Blood is needed regularly for emergency and 
scheduled medical procedures and even for basic 
treatments, like for people with blood disorders such 
as Sickle Cell.

You don’t even need to know your blood type to 
donate, the Red Cross says. Donors can bring an ID, 
do a quick health check, and donate a pint of blood 
in 10 minutes. Find a donation event close to your 
neighborhood at redcrossblood.org/missingtypes.
html or by calling your local Red Cross office.

Bottled Water Drinkers: How Much Plastic is Inside You?

PHOTO: Kevin Wake, Sickle Cell patient and advocate, 
visited members of Congress last year to increase aware-
ness of the disease. 

Health

Sickle Cell Patients Look Forward to New Treatments On the Way

T
his year’s World Sickle Cell 
Day on June 19 may mark 
the first time that increased 

awareness is being met with real 
advances in battling Sickle Cell 
Disease.

In addition to national public-
ity on the TV show “60 Minutes” 
in March, there are 40 drugs and 
treatments being tested right now, 
says Kevin Wake, a volunteer with 
the Uriel E. Owens Sickle Cell 
Disease Association of the Midwest 
and a Sickle Cell patient. 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has announced 
that it’s “fast-tracking” tests of a 
take-once-daily pill called IMR-687, 
the National Institutes for Health 
are accelerating gene therapy tests, 
and Howard University is hosting a 
symposium on June 19 to address 
new innovations.

“Sickle cell disease results from 
a single genetic mutation that 
causes a person’s red blood cells to 
form an abnormal, sickle shape,” 
the NIH website, nih.gov, says. 
“These sickled cells can clog the 

blood vessels and deprive cells of 
oxygen. In turn, this lack of oxygen 
wreaks havoc on the body, damag-
ing organs, causing severe pain, 
and potentially leading to prema-
ture death.”

“I think there’s a lot of misun-
derstanding about the disease,” 
said Wake, who advocated for 
patients with members of Congress 
last year during Rare Disease 
Week. “You can’t catch it; you’re 
born with it. You can also carry 
the trait genetically and not have 
the disease, but can pass it to your 
children.” 

The child of two trait carriers has 
a 25% chance of having the disease.

Sickle Cell is classified as a 
“rare” disease, but it afflicts 
100,000 Americans and 4.4 million 
people worldwide, and though 
many patients are Sub-Saharan 
Africans, it’s not just a “Black” 
disease, Wake said. Other ethnici-
ties affected by it include Hispanics, 
Iranians, East Indians and Greeks.

Sickle Cell is now the most 
common genetic disease in France 
and Jamaica. Outside the U.S., life 
expectancy for Sickle Cell patients 

is about 5 years old due to lack of 
access to treatment, Wake said. It’s 40 
to 60 years here.

The great part about the new 
treatment/cure initiatives, he said, is 

that the gene-editing and stem-cell 
technologies being pioneered for 
Sickle Cell can be translated for use 
with other diseases.

To support patients, people should 
donate blood 

regularly because it’s always needed 
for treatments and there’s currently a 
shortage (see Sidebar). Also, join the 
national registry to donate stem cells 
for Sickle Cell and blood-cancer patients 
at join.bethematch.org/CURE44.





•June19isWorldSickleCellDay

By Glen Sharp
The Community Voice 
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Weddings 2019

C
harles Johnson II and Kaylin Kinchion were married on June 1, 
2019, the officiant was Kiyan Zakai. The maid of honor was 

Naya Jackson and the best man was  Devin Johnson. The 
couple honeymooned in 
Santa Cruz, Costa Rica.

The couple met on the 
basketball courts at Cof-
feyville Community College.  
They were both with friends 

and Kaylin happened to notice Charleshad a hat on that said “I love 
Jesus.”  She went over  to him and asked, “You love Jesus? I love 
Jesus, too!” And from there, a genuine friendship started. 
The Proposal:  After Kaylin’s graduation from Wichita State Uni-
versity in May 2018, the couple went to dinner with her family and 
then on a date to watch the fire at The eeper of the Plains. During 
our usual conversations, Charles started to get down on one knee. 
Immediately I told Charles to get up, because I thought he played 
too much. Then we started talking again and Charles talked about all 

the ways I complemented his life, still acting nervous, 
Charles got down on one knee, and asked me to be his 
wife. I stood there and said “WOW”... at least 3 times. 
Charles replied, “say yes!” And I told him “yes.” He re-

plied, “Are you sure?” 
And I said “yes” again.
The Wed-
ding: We 
wanted a 
natural, 
spiritual, nontraditional theme, adding elements of our heritage. 
This lead to the groomsmen and groom wearing Hebrew garments. 
The ladies wore jumpsuits, as did the bride. We can both say that the 
wedding was beautiful and we felt loved and supported on our spe-
cial day.  Decorations were by Le’Posh Weddings by Caela Kinchion.

Johnson

S
hapel Ross 
and LaKeshia 
Parker were 

married on May 
19, 2018, at St 
Mark United 
Methodist Church, 
Pastor Robert 
Johnson offici-
ated. The couple 
honeymooned 
at the Choctaw 
Casino & Resort in 
Oklahoma.

Gabrielle 
Owens and Leigh 
Ann Henderson 

served as the 
bridemaids 
and Antwain 
Scales and 
Deon White 
served as the 
groomsmen.  
The groom’s 
brothers were 
the Best Men.

Shapel and KaKeshia are both employed at. Spirit Aerosystems.  
The couple first met 14 years ago 
when Shapel coached LaKeshia’s 

son in Biddy Bas-
ketball.  Their first 
date was at Frontier 
City in Oklahoma.

The Proposal:  Shapel – I 
proposed the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving 2017, after asking 
her mother for her blessing to marry her daughter

The Wedding: Our wedding was very nice and among family 
and friends and a few co-workers.  The wedding started a little 
late --- we had to wait for one of the mothers.  

Ross
W         

e’re a bunch of softies here at The Com-

munity Voice.  We love love, which 

makes this section among our annual  

favorites.  We get to go inside some of the best wed-

dings of the year.    

As you can see, we like all kinds of weddings.   

Since 2001 our pages are filled with young brides 

and mature brides, big weddings and small wed-

dings, formal weddings and very informal weddings.  

We don’t care who you are, we only care that you 

love each other enough to share your vows with 

each other and your photos with our community. 

Wichita



Photos by My Pictureman

Photos by Jalon Humphrey



Wichita

WEDDING VENDOR DIRECTORY

WICHITA

Photography & Videography
MyPictureman LLC
Mike Kinard
(316) 371-1149
mypictureman.smugmug.com

Jalon Humphrey
jalonsphotography@gmail.com

Event Design 
Le’Posh Weddings
Caela Kinchion
caelat@hotmail.com
(316) 282-7969

Personal Touch Events
Donnis McPhaul & Debbie Boyd
(316) 789-3940

Transportation
Tornado Transit, LLC
Rick Bradford
(316) 650-5080
Email: rick@tornadotransit.com    
Limo and group transportation

KANSAS CITY

Event Design & Photography
BriJoRae’ Productions 
BriJoRae’ Pusch-Zuniga 
(785) 422-6002
www.BriJoRaeProductions.com

Dignified Digital
Kamisha Tyner
(913) 707-0775
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D
ominique Anderson and Raevon Bailey were married on 
Nov. 1, 2018, with the scenic Monument Rock as their 
backdrop. 

The wedding was officiated by Brittany Pusch-Zuniga and 
included only the  mother of the bride TaushaTate and best man 
Gail Tate.

The couple met as neighbors at age 9 and have spent a lot of 
time together during the years.

The Proposal:  It came unexpectedly but we were just 
talking on the phone and he mentioned it. Originally, I 

thought he was joking because of how soon it was. Eventually, he 
made it known that he wasn't joking and I said yes.

The Wedding:  It was a disaster at first, because nothing was 
going right.  However, it all fell apart to fall together into the most 
magical day of my life.

The Red Dress. (excerpt from BriJoRae’ Productions) 
“When I first mentioned the red dress to Raevon, she hesitated, 
having an idea in her mind of what statement a “red dress” 
would make. That darn scarlet letter was about to be the death of 
a brilliant idea before it had even been birthed.   

Because it has become common to see a woman in a red dress 
and instantly pass judgment on who and what she is, I felt the 
need to share with Raevon the truth I saw in that red dress. Sex 
appeal should not be shameful. Raevon’s truth (flaws and all): 
she is beautiful. She is daring because she is confident. Defiant 
because she refuses to give up regardless of how the world may 
try to 

keep her down. That mindset breeds strength to stand. And her 
outspokenness is courage to say what most people are thinking 
but where they choose to hide, she chooses to fight.”

Anderson
Topeka

Photos by  BriJoRae’ Productions

C
hristopher Williams a service manager and Shantay McIn-
tosh who works with the MacFarlane Group were married 
on Sept. 1, 2018 at Faith City Christian Center with Pastor 

W.R. Starr officiating. The couple went to the Dominican, Punta 
Cana for their honeymoon.

The maids of honor were Alisha Simmonds and Sophia McIn-
tosh. Christopher Williams Jr. was the Best Man.
The Courtship: Our Pastor rolled up on me and in a general 

conversation brought up the fact that brothas were sleeping on 
Sis Shantay and that she’s a good sista. To which I replied, “Not 
me! I tried to talk to her but she didn’t give me no play.” Pastor 
Starr asked me, “Did she know you were serious?” I said, “No, I 
don’t think she felt I was because I was just nibbling at her.” He 
said, “Mannn, you better speak up before she’s gone, then you’re 
kicking yoself.” That was confirmation that I had my eye on the 
right one after using some cloudy judgment. So I let her know 
how serious I was & she gave in finally, after trying to resist. She 
gave me her number and we would talk for hours into the early 
morning. We started dating and it became more and more appar-
ent that she was the one. 

The Proposal:  November 5, 2017, my life completely 
changed, said Shantay.  We went to the Dallas vs Chiefs game. 
I had no clue what this weekend would turn out to be. I just 
thought it was a normal trip with friends. Chris was asking all his 

questions about us, life in general, oh and (if ) we 
ever got married and so on and so on. I had no 
clue what Chris was up to with the “99 questions 
and Shantay was one.” (LOL) So fast forward, 

Chris kept saying, baby, today is going to be a good 
day.  He said it about 50 times.  At this point I’m like, 
why you keep saying that? My Baby proposed to me 
in the Dallas stadium! The Chiefs lost, but I won, I 
must say.

The Wedding:  My wedding was beautiful, a day 
I will never forget. I married my best friend. 

Williams

Kansas City



Photos by Dignified Digital
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D
ennis Johnson, a patient care 
tech, and Tahnya Stewart, a 
general anesthesia dental as-

sistant, were married on Aug. 8, 2018, 
by Pastor Starr Williams.  The couple’s 
honeymoon was a 5-day Caribbean 

cruise.
The couple met in 2009 at a dance 

class.  Tahnya says their official first 
date was at HuHot where her mom 
had a list of questions she asked before 
she would officially call him Tahnya’s 
boyfriend.

The Proposal. My husband pro-
posed to me on the July 4 with the help 
of our daughter. He had my father’s 
blessing which made me even happier 
and our parents and best friends were 
there. The fireworks felt like they were 
just for me that night. 

The Wedding. The theme for our 

wedding was elegance and I feel we 
matched it completely. With wisteria, 
navy blue and silver as our main colors 
we were able to capture the love and 
perfect mixture of us both. My brides-
maids and I made all the decor and 
worked on it for six months. 

We chose to recite our own vows 
and though they weren’t memorized, 
they were from the heart and neither 
of us could get through them without 
crying. My husband also had heart-felt 
vows for our daughter and gifted her 
with his Batman Fidget Spinner. Let’s 
just say she was extremely excited 

about that! We were so blessed by ev-
eryone who came out to support us and 
appreciated all family and friends for 
taking time out of their day to celebrate 
our unity.

The Wedding. Our wedding day 
was everything I dreamt it would be 
and so much more! We  had an open 
bar with a max of $650 that we paid 
for guests to enjoy during cocktail hour 
which turned into a cash bar once the 
max was met. Let’s just say, cocktail 
hour was cocktail minutes (LOL). 
Thankfully my dad took care of the bridal 
party when it came to alcohol. 

Manhattan

Johnson



Photos by  BriJoRae’ Productions
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Photos by Paul Franciskato

Photos: Events at the Nelson Atk-
ings Museum included 1. 2-Step 
Showcase, 2-5. free admission 
to the 30 American’s Exhibit, and 
basket weaving lessons. 7-8. 
JuneteenthKC held their parade 

in the 18th & Vine Area on June 1.    
9-11.  Junction City’s Juneteenth 
Celebration took place on June 8 
and included music, singing and a  
watermelon eating contest.

J
uneteenth celebrations have already begun across the state.  In 
Kansas City, MO, the annual Juneteenth Cultural Parade was 
held in the historic 18th & Vine District on June 1. The parade 

included a large number of community organizations, marchers 
and steppers.

The Nelson Atkins Museum of Art held its annual Juneteenth 
celebration on June 8.  Events included a 2-Step showcase, storytell-
ing, basket making, music and so much more. The museum also 
held extended free entry to their exhibit “30 Americans,”  which runs 
through Aug. 25.  (Read more about 30 Americans on page 19.)

Mark your calendar for the JuneteenthKC “Fortifying Legacies” 
on June 15 in the 18th & Vine Jazz District. 

Junction City held its 25th annual celebration on June 8 at 
Heritage Park.  This Juneteenth celebration included lots of music 
youth essay and artwork contest.  Other activities included a skit to 
a Juneteenth Got Talent Show. 

Juneteenth continues with events in Junction City and Topeka  
June 14 & 15 and a week of activities in Wichita running June 15 - 
June 22.  For a full calendar of events go to CommunityVoiceKS.com.

Photos by The Community Voice
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 15Business & Technology

Cynthia Owens Harris, PhD, 
has been pro-
moted to Asso-
ciate Dean for 
Public Health 
in the College 
of Pharmacy 
a n d  P h a r-
m a c e u t i c a l 
Science and 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
School.  In her previous position, Har-
ris served a director and professor of 
the Institute of Public Health at FAMU.  
Owens-Harris, is a Kansas City, KS, na-
tive and University of Kansas graduate. 

On the 
Move

Send us Your On the 
Move 

Announcements  

We welcome news about promo-
tions, retirements, appointments, 

awards and recognitions.  
Submit them @ 

www.communityvoiceks.com.

A
re you tired of loading your 
event on a national ticketing site 
and getting nothing more in re-

turn?  Who are those people?  Where 
are those people?  What do they care 
about the success of your event, and 
what will they do to help promote 
your event and grow your ticket sales?

For national ticketing firms, the an-
swer to that last question is absolutely 
nothing.  But that’s not the case with 
myvoicetix.com, a new regional ticket-
ing site powered by The Community 
Voice.  We’re a regional ticket site, 
ready to leverage the regional reach 
of our award-winning publication to 
help promote your event and boost 
your ticket sales.  

We’re in the community covering 
your stories, issues and for many of 
you, we’re already supporting your 
events with our: online calendar; our 
newspaper’s  social, business and 

arts pages; and online via our social 
media outlets.  

We’ve worked hard developing our 
reputation as a “trusted voice.”  Now, 
we invite you to extend that 
trust in us to your event 
ticketing and promo-
tions.  

Our ticket-
ing site does 
everything the 
national sites do 
and more.  

Like other 
ticketing sites, our 
site doesn’t cost the 
event creator a single 
dime.  All (100%) of our 
ticketing fees can be passed 
on to the buyer, and our fees are 
comparable to others in the market.  
You have the option of choosing how 
you want your tickets delivered, with 

up to six different ticket delivery 
options.  

Our site “back of the house” is 
easy to use and for those 

who struggle with 
technology, we 

have available 
video train-
ing support.  
Your orga-
nization’s 
dashboard 
helps you 
track all 

of your 
events and  

provides 
extensive reports 

including up-to-date  
income tracking.  In addition, 

our mobile app allows you to scan 
tickets at the door to eliminate forged 
or duplicated tickets.  

Our system is full of bells and whis-
tles, but where we really shine is in 
our personal support.  If you have a 
problem, you can reach us by phone, 
plus we provide rapid online support 
between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday 
thru Friday.  We also help promote 
your event through our website, 
social media channels and our weekly 
e-newsletter.  

Ca;ll (316) 681-1155 or email 
(info@myvoicetix.com) and we can 
set up your ticketing account TODAY!  
From there, you’ll have 24/7 access to 
personally manage your account.  

Let’s keep our ticketing dollars in 
our communities.   Stop contributing 
to the growth of another BIG corpora-
tion.  Buying tickets through myvoice-
tix.com helps grow a small business, 
and we reinvest that money in other 
small businesses and organizations so 
we can all grow and thrive.  

Community Voice Launches Event Ticketing Site myvoicetix.com
• Organizations can leverage the Community Voice’s regional reach to promote their events and boost ticket sales.

MYVOICETIX.COM
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Wichita Briefs

Wichita

Free Rides and Recreation From the City This Summer

WICHITA TRANSIT:  

T
ransit is offering residents the 
opportunity to ride the Route 
11 bus for free through Aug. 

10. The route was recently revised to 
provide new service to the 
Sedgwick County Zoo and 
Sedgwick County Park. No ID 
is required and riders can get 
on or off the bus at any point 
on the route.  The basic route 
leaves downtown going West 
on Maple to Ridge, then North 
to 21st and Zoo Blvd.  Other 
stops on the route include the 
Delano area, Friends Univer-
sity and Towne West Mall.

Transit is also offering 
free and unlimited bus rides 
to students who can show 
an ID. Youth may ride any 
of Wichita’s 18 bus routes 
for no cost, Monday through 
Saturday, through Aug. 31. 
Students without a school ID 
can obtain a free ID card at 
the Wichita Transit Center, 

214 S. Topeka. Route information can 
be found at www.wichitatransit.org.

If a child has never taken the bus 
before, Wichita Transit is also offer-
ing no-cost travel training. Please call 

316-352-4868 and ask to speak to the 
travel trainer.

PARK & RECREATION:

The City’s Park & Recreation Depart-
ment is offering a number of free pool 
days for community members of all 
ages to enjoy on days when day care 
programs and camps are traditionally 

T
he Wichita Tennis Open, 
partnering with the United 
States Tennis Association, 

hosted more than 400 local youth 
at the ITF World Tennis Tour M25 
men’s tournament in Wichita on 
Tues., June 11. 

Kids from Colvin, Evergreen 
and Lynette Woodard recreation 
centers took part in the USTA Net 
Generation Community Kids’ Day. 
Kids of all ages and abilities were 
introduced to the tennis and par-
ticipate in fun skill-based tennis 
games in a carnival atmosphere 
in coordination with the Arkansas 
City’s Junior Team Tennis players 

and coaches, coaches from the 
McAdams National Junior Tennis 
and Learning Program and profes-
sional coaches from Wichita’s 
Riverside Tennis Center.  

In addition, kids in attendance 
toured Wichita State University 
Campus and had an opportunity to 
watch professional tennis matches.

The event was part of the USTA’s 
Net Generation, the official youth 
tennis of the USTA, aimed at 
inspiring the next generation of 
tennis players by promoting youth 
tennis and encouraging children to 
develop a healthy lifestyle through 
fun activities. 

Local Youth Take Part in USTA  Net 
Generation Community Kid’s Day 
•Eventsponsoredinconjunctionwiththe5than-

nualWichitaTennisOpen,amen’sprofessionaltennis
tournament,withplaydailyatWichitaStateUniversity’s
SheldonColemanTennisComplexthroughSun.,June

Alex Lee, of the McAdams National Junior Tennis and Learning Pro-
gram, works with Shylena Melton, who’s taking a double-handed swing 
at tennis, while Ina Mayembla waits her turn at the Net Generation Com-
munity Kid’s Day, Wichita State University.  

The Wichita Griots Summer 

Cultural Enrichment Camp 
Wichita Griots Camp is still accepting registrations for 

their one-week cultural arts camp, July 8-13, 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. each day. At the camp, students explore cultural and 
creative arts including dancing, drumming, poetry, African 
dance, and arts and crafts.  The camp is held at Urban Pre-
paratory Academy, 2821 E. 24th St. N., Wichita.  Registra-
tion is $30 per child, and $20 for each additional sibling.  
Registration is being accepted online at myvoicetix.com.   

Dockum Sit-in Documentary 

Showing June 25  
There will be a free showing of “People Pride and 

Promise: The Story of the Dockum Sit-In” on Tues., June 
25, from 6 – 7:30 p.m. at the Wichita Public Library Ange-
lou Branch, 3051 E. 21st St., Wichita.  

During summer 1958, the Wichita NAACP Youth Council 
changed the nation when they led America’s first success-
ful student-led lunch counter sit-in. Join Storytime Village 
for a special evening dedicated to the Dockum Sit-In par-
ticipants featuring musical tributes, dance and words from 

Dockum Sit-In participant Dr. Galyn Vesey.  FREE.

Next Lunch and Learn June 28
Black Business Connect  

The next serving from the Grassroots 2019 Lunch and 
Learn series will be held on Fri., June 28, from 11:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m.  at the Sedgwick County Division of Health, 
1900 E. 9th St.  The topic will be Black Business Connect: 
Growing Your Business or Brand with Social Media.  The 
speaker will be social media marketing consultant Keenen 
Smith. Bring your lunch and join the group for knowledge 
and sharing every fourth Friday.  Sponsored by the African 
American Council of Elders with support from the Kansas 
African American Affairs Commission 

Dates for your Calendar:  
Wingapalooza, Sat., July 20,  from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 

Intrust Arena, Wichita.  Tickets are $20 in advance, and 
$25 the day of.  

Real Men, Real Heroes Annual Fundraiser and Recogni-
tion Banquet, Tues., July 30, 5 – 8 p.m., Hyatt Regency, 
Wichita.  This year’s keynote speaker is actor, activist and 
philanthropist Blair Underwood.  

•SummerisfinallyhereandtheCityofWichitaisoffering
FREEpooldays,meals&moretohelpaddtoyoursummerfun.  

are not open.  Open hours are 1-6 p.m. 
as follows:  

Sun.,June16      Aley

Sat.,July6    Evergreen 

Sun.,July14     Minisa 
Sat.,July20 Linwood
Sat.,July27         Orchard

Four community recreation centers 
are providing a free summer youth 
program for kids 6 – 18 years of age 
to have fun, play as well as enjoy a free 
meal. These are the centers and dates of 
the programs. See the graphic this page 
for date, time and locations.  







FREE Summer Youth Program Ages: 6-18

Each site will provide a variety of fun activities and free food for the first 50 participants. 
There will also be onsite security provided by the Wichita Police Department.

• WEDNESDAYS (7-9  p.m.)
Dates: June 5, 12, 19, 26
July 10, 17
Lynette Woodard Center  
2750 E 18th 
316-303-8015

• FRIDAYS (8 – 10 p.m.)
Dates: June 7, 14, 28

July 5, 12, 19, 26
August 2

McAdams Recreation

1329 E. 16th 316-337-9222

• SATURDAYS 
Dates: June 8, 15, 29

July 13, 20, 27
Edgemoor Recreation Center

5815 E. 9th (316) 688-9392

(10 a.m. – 12 p.m.) SATURDAYS (10 a.m. – 12 p.m.)
Dates: June 8, 22, 29

July 13, 20, 27
Linwood Recreation Center

1901 S. Kansas 
316-337-9191
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Residential • Business  • Alleys  • Backyards

MT McCray SANITATION

U Call 
We Haul

U Pay 
 That’s All!

Call
316-687-6479

Ask
 fo

r

MT

McCr
ay

60 for 
3 months

Wichita
Area

$

GWML Hosts 3rd Annual Hope Scholarship Banquet

T
he Greater Wichita Ministerial League held its 3rd Annual 
Hope Scholarship Banquet on June 8 at the Rhatigan Stu-
dent Center on the Wichita State University Campus.

This year the League presented  six graduating area high 
school seniors each a $1,000 scholarship. All applicants were 
required to write and essay that reviewed by a team of area 
educators that included: Dr. Sharon Cranford, Sheila Kinard and 
Dr. Robert Weems.

The keynote address was presented by GWML President Pastor 
Roosevelt DeShazer. Pastor DeShazer encouraged the young 
people to have a plan that is bendable.  He stated that life doesn’t 
always go as you planned so you must be able to adapt or even 
change your plan.

Dr. Cynthia Wolford was the emcee for the evening.  Music was 
provided by Steven Jones, and Jodee B catered the meal.

Top: Four of the scholarship receipients included: (L-R) 
Jacob Greene, Yadira Duenas, Lucia Sustaita, and Daegiona 
Wilson; (not pictured) Elda Santo-Trevizo, Dejuan McPhaul 
Bottom: GWML members.
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P
latform Promotions is back in 
Wichita again this year for their 
summer-ending concert, but 

this day with a promised twist - a sec-
ond festival day dedicated to Gospel.  

The two-day event will be Fri., Aug. 
16, and Sat., Aug. 15, and returns to 
last year’s successful new location, 
the Andover Amphitheater, just a few 
miles east of Wichita.  

Friday night will be Grub-&-Gospel 
and Saturday remains Grub-&-
Groove.  Notice the emphasis still on 
eating, but with this year’s lineup, 
the music will once again be the big 
feature.  

The Friday night lineup includes 
some of the top names in Gospel 
music.  Folks will definitely be getting 
their praise on with this lineup:  

Crystal Rucker – “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness.” 

Zacardia Cortez – “One More 
Time,” “I Believe” and “Oh How I Love 

You.”
Bishop Cortez Vaughn 

– KCK’s  own, whose single 
“You Deserve it” spent 26 
weeks at No. 1 on Billboard’s 
Gospel Chart.  

Wess Morgan – “I 
Choose to Worship,” “You 
Paid it All,” and “Can’t Thank 
You Enough.”  

Jay Moss – “God’s Got 
It,” “Good & Bad,” and 
“Sweet Jesus.”  

Special guest Roy Moye, III 
– a young man with Wichita 
and KC roots.  

The lineup for Grub & 
Groove remains old school, 
with the return of some Grub 
& Groove favorites from the 
past.  

Michel’le -- this R&B songstress 
makes her G-&-G debut.  “Something 
in My Heart” displays her wonderful 

vocal talent, but dance-beat songs 
“No More Lies” and “Niceity” were 
also big hits for her.  

Glen Jones -- another strong R&B 

singer, has been around since the 
early ’80s. His biggest hits are “Here 
We Go Again,” which peaked at No. 1, 
in ’91 and “Show Me,” a 1983 hit that 

topped at No. 3.  
Then it’s going to get funky with: 
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  19Arts & Culture

See CONCERTS page 23

Grub & Groove Returns for 5th Year as Two-Day Event  

Put ‘30 Americans’ Exhibit at Nelson Atkins Museum on Your Summer “To Do” List  

T
hirty Americans offers a rare 
opportunity to see the work of 
some of the most influential 

Black artists of our time and all in 
one fantastic 
exhibit.  The 
works, drawn 
from the ac-
claimed Rubell 
Family Collec-
tion, “30 Ameri-
cans” presents 
American expe-
riences as told 
from the distinct 
perspectives 
of 30 African-
American artists 
including Jean-
Michel Basquiat, 
Carrie Mae 
Weems, Kerry 
James Marshall, 
Mickalene 
Thomas, Rashid 
Johnson, Kara 
Walker, Hank 

Willis Thomas, and Kehinde Wiley.
Through more than 80 paint-

ings, drawings, prints, sculptures, 
photographs, and videos, the 

influential artists in 30 Americans 
are significant contributors to the 
complex dialogues surrounding race, 
history, identity, and beauty that have 
shaped contemporary American art 
and life for the past four decades.

Although it has traveled the 
country for a decade in various 

iterations, 30 Americans is tailored 
to be a unique experience at each 
venue. Based on Kansas City area 
communities’ histories and in rela-
tion to ever-evolving contemporary 
conversations, the Nelson Atkins 
team and its community advisory 
group have developed a series of 

“robust” programs to be offered in 
conjunction with the exhibit.   All of 
the programs can be found online 
(www.nelson-atkins.org/events/30-
americans), but here’s just a few 
examples.  All events are at Nelson 
Atkins Museum and free, unless 
specified.

For additional events, visit www.
nelson-atkins.org.

Rashid Johnson, “The New Negro”



•Thismovingexhibithighlightsthetakeof30African-
AmericanArtistsonrace,history,identityandbeauty.

Mickalene Thomas, “Whatever 
You Want”Gary Simmons, “Duck, Duck, Noose”

1 2

3 4 5

Among the Grub and Gospel artists are 1. Zacardia Cortez and 
3. Jay Moss. New to Grub and Groove are R&B singers 2. Glen 

Jones and 4. Michel’le.  Back again this year after bringing 
down the house in 2016 is Zapp.
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ust back from performing at 
the Seabreeze Jazz Festival in 
Panama City, Florida, enter-

taining crowds of 10,000 fans, 
Skinny Hightower is now in the 
mood for producing new music. 
With three back-to-back suc-
cessful albums under his belt, 
this local artist and jazz pianist 
has had four Top 10 songs on 
Billboard’s Smooth Jazz Chart, 
including his single “Taboo” that 
spent 14 weeks on the charts 
and topped at No. 1. 

That’s an outstanding track 
record for an artist coming from 
Kansas, but Skinny is looking to 
add even more to his resume. 

At age 33 and three albums 
into his mainstream career, 
Skinny has found his pace and 
artistic vision.  He’s ready to 
work with bigger names in the 
industry like Jay Z and Beyoncé 
– his talent knows no borders 
and for him this is only the 

beginning.  
From Wichita, 

Skinny graduated 
from South High 
School and attend-
ed Cornerstone 
Church regularly.  
Like many young 
Americans trying 
to find their place 
in this society, he 
joined the military.  
This new experi-
ence brought him 
several excursions 
overseas, but his 
love for music 
continued to linger 
and grow.  It was 
during this period 
of his life that he 
decided to pursue 
music full time.  

His “battle 
buddies” would 
often regard him 
as skinny due to 
his cardio workout 
habits, and when 
they caught wind 
of his rising jazz 
aspirations – they 
likened him to a 

skinny “Mr. Hightower,” in ref-
erence to the Steve Harvey Show 
from the 1990s. 

Though his real name is 
Jason Carroll, the name Skinny 
Hightower stuck with him and 
has become the banner for his 
artistry.

Now, Skinny is all about 
gains, and the muscles of 
manhood have set in.  He has a 
warm and genuine presence, a 
fantastic smile, and a polished 
style. When he plays the piano, 
you can trust in his abilities. 
Suave, sleek, and sharp come to 
mind while watching him work. 
His wife and children are lucky 
to have him.     

Skinny plays multiple instru-
ments.  He started with drums, 
and then picked up the bass.  
His father and uncle taught him 
how to play each, respectively.  
At 7 he was introduced to the 
piano by his mom, and ever 
since he’s mastered both the 
technical and creative aspects of 
his craft.  

When he first signed 
with his record label, Trip-
ping ‘N’ Rhythm Records, he 
naturally took to the producing 
role.  Skinny is able to raise an 
ordinary song to extraordinary 

during the composition and 
editing phases.

Skinny is backed by a 
talented group of Wichita artists 
who take their musical talents 
to the next level on every song 
of their newest album “Retro-
spect.”  They’re a local band 
with big-city spirit and their 
music reflects it.  The band - 
including Bongo Bobby Thomas, 
Jalen White, DJ Breathett, and 
Brett Johnson - has been able 
to branch out and grow in their 
individual talents. 

With such big talent, the guys 
still have humble spirits.  They 
believe that it doesn’t matter 
how big the crowd, they will 
always consider themselves 
at home.  The community is 

important to them; giving back 
is necessity.  Whenever Skinny 
Hightower can speak to youth, 
he does. Keeping wisdom 
and passing it down is most 
important.

He wants anyone who will 
listen to know that, “Being a 
creative, you have to wear two 
hats: creativity and business. 
Our future generations need to 
know about the use of mutual 
funds and more.”

When asked what the music 
industry needs more of, Hightow-
er stated, “It needs more people 
who are willing to do what they 
want to do.  As a creative, you 
can’t be true to yourself if you’re 
hampered by all these stigmas 
that define any genre.”

Local Artist Topping Billboard’s Smooth Jazz Chart 
By Natania Watie
The Community Voice



Hightower’s “Retrospect” Another Chart Topper

S
kinny Hightower and his 
newest album, “Retro-
spect,” has been light-

ing up the smooth jazz charts. 
Released in 2018, the first 
single from the album, “One 
Way Street” peaked at No. 3 
on the Smooth Jazz charts 
in October. A second single 
released this year, “Sample 
That,” has already peaked at 
No. 7 on the charts.  

The album grooves with 
saucy rhythm, while the bass 
and drums keep you dancing.  
It is filled with jazzy optimism, 
tied into rhythmic baselines.  
This album is Skinny Hight-
ower’s best yet. 

  Joining Skinny on the 
album is a group of talented 
local artists: Bongo Bobby 
Thomas, Jalen White, DJ 
Breathett, and Brett Johnson.  

Brett Johnson in particular 
shines in his guitar solo for 
the song “California Dreams.” 
Bongo Bobby Thomas does 
his thing in the nearly self-
titled, “Bongo’s Groove.” 

As if this album “Retro-
spect” needed new spice 
to take it over the top, the 
featured singer on the album, 
Bebe Merrills does just that 
on the song “Next to You.” 
Her sultry voice elevates the 
track-list with her surprising 
guest appearance.   

“Retrospect” is a great 
album and in truth – every song 
deserves a nod from Billboard.  
Skinny Hightower has had one 
No. 1 hit, and three Top 10 
songs.  Two of those jams have 
come from his newest album 
alone.  “From the Heart” is not 
just a song, it is also a reflection 

of what these artists bring to 
their music.

From his second album, 
“Emotions,” Skinny also 
produced two Top 10 songs. It 
seems this artist has a knack 
for producing hot music. As 
Kansas natives and settlers 
alike, let’s listen to what our 
community has nurtured. 
Truly, this music is a gift to 
behold. 

“Retrospect” is an album 
that ushers many feelings of 
nostalgia, while keeping to a 
new age feel - “People Make 
the World Go ’Round,” for 
example. Skinny Hightower 
has years of experience and 
a broad range of musical tal-
ent. In addition to his newest 
album, check out his previous 
works as well on iTunes and 
other music platforms. 
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Alford, Robert L., 85.  He was a 
US Army Veteran.  Service was held 
06/14/19 at St. James Episcopal 
Church. He is survived by: Son; Andre’ 
Julien Alford, Brothers; Warren & 
Curtis Alford

Bencent, Andre, J., 65, died 
04/20/19.  Service was held 05/25/19 
at Tabernacle Bible Church. He is 
survived by: Mother; Dilce Polite, 
Sons;  Carey Neloms, Lamar Bencent 
Brothers; Kenneth Polite, William 
Polite, Marvel Polite, Sisters;  Melva 
Jean Selectmanr, Evelyn Polite-Myers, 
Deborah Polite-Brown,  Natisha 
Polite-Choice 

Bias, Hazel M., 85, died 06/05/19.  
Service was held 06/13/19 at St. Peter 
Claver.  She was retired Petroleum 
Club hostess. She is survived by: Hus-
band; John Calvin Bias, Jr. Children 
John III, Andrew, Francis, James Bias, 
Brothers and Sisters Verna Williams, 
Saundra Dawson-Levels, Larry Lee & 
Standley  Lee

Brazil, Dale M., 62, died 06/08/19.  
Service is pending.  He is survived by: 
Companion; Annette Shine, Son; Dale 
Brazil, Jr., Brothers and Sisters; Jea-
nette Williams, Beverly Jones, Evern, 
Karen & Lisa Williams & Michael 
Williams.

Green, Loise, 68, died 06/09/19.  
No further details.

Holloman, LC, 53, died 06/03/19.  
He was an Elite Staffing employee.  
Service was held 06/11/19 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  He is survived by: 
Son; L. C. Jr., Grier, Maurice Ostrand-
er, Deon and Vitenis Clark, Daughters; 
Antoinette and Tiffany Holloman, 
Brothers: Sullivan, Leo, Issac, Clifton, 
Ervin (Erika) and Lester. Sisters: Glo-
ria, Victoria, Shirelonia, Cindy, Lucille

Lockett, Douglas, D., 62 died 
06/05/19.  Service will be held at 11 
a.m. on 06/17/19 at Jackson Mortuary 
Chapel, 1125 E 13th. He is survived 
by: Son; Douglas Davis Lockett, Jr., 
Sister; Debra C. Lunn, Brothers; James 
Wesley, Timothy P., Jerry M. Lockett.

Metcalf, Deborah, A., 61, died 
06/02/19.  Service is pending.  She is 

survived by: Mother;  Mary L. Jones & 
Brother; Steven Metcalf.

Mpirwa, Dieuveut “David” 20, 
died 05/17/2019.  Service was held 
05/28/19 at Three Angels Seventh Day 
Adventist Church.  He is survived by: 
Mother; Mukamwiza Leoncie, and Sis-
ters; Nyira Kibyeyi Diane, UwaJeneza 
Macibiri & Gikundiro Anitha.

Patterson, Timothy, 48, died 
05/18/19.  Service was held 06/08/19 
at Kansas Post 4, American Legion 
Riders. He is survived by: Wife; 
Leslie Patterson, Children; Cheyanne 
Tromble and Stephanie Patterson & 
Billy Erford, Mother; Barbara Liska  & 
Step Father; Leo Roberts 

Ray, Ivell L., 28, died 06/02/19.  
Service will be at 10 a.m. on 06/15/19 
at New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1001 N. Ohio.  He is survived 
by:  Parents; Ivan & Jennie Ray, Broth-
ers and Sisters; Ila, Jeneva, Ira, Ivas 
Ray, Ivanisha Ray-Harris, Iko, Ivay, 
Jetta Ray, Ivonna Ray-Hood, & Isley 
Ray.

Sabater, Robert P., 49, died 
05/26/19.  He was a Georges French 
Bristo waiter.  Service was held 
06/03/19 at Tabernacle Bible Church.  
He is survived by: Parents; Linda & 
Willie Kendrick, Children; Truan, 
Londan & Anise Sabater, LaParis & 
Cheyenne Burton

Watkins, Patricia, A., 71, died 
05/21/19.  She was owner of Watkins 
Bus Line Transportation. Service was 
held 05/29/19 at Jackson Mortuary 
Chapel.  She is survived by: Children; 
Gina Richardson, Kimberly Cotton 
& Chadwick Cotton. Brothers and 
Sisters; Carolyn Kelly, Edward Bell, 
Larry Bell, Wardell Bell & Brenda Bell 
Ennis.

Zachry, Carl, D., 
81, died 05/25/19.  
He was former 
employee of Dole and 
Excel Meat Packing 
Company. Service 
was held 06/08/19 at 
Progressive Mission-
ary Baptist Church. 
He is Survived by: 
Wife Armeita Terrell 
Zachry, Sons; Carl Jr., 
Gwendale, Gary, Carl, 
Larry, Terry, Michael, 

Ronnie. Daughters; Beverly, Debbie, 
Venita. Sisters: Florence Wilson, Ei-
leen Zachry, Delores Pendleton,Dinah 
Zachry, Dianna Zachry & Renetta 
Zachry and Brothers; Leonard & 
Robert Zachry.

Butler, Patricia, A.,  60, died 
05/31/19.  Service  was held 06/10/19 
at Truevine Baptist Church, Topeka.

Carter-Omar, Rashad C., 5 mo., 
died 05/18/19.  No further details

Johnson, Michelle, L., 71, died 
05/28/19.  No further details.

Lowe, Mical, 40, died 05/23/19.  No 
further details.

Renfroe, Marion, 85, died 
05/22/19.  Service was held 06/01/19 
at New Salem Missionary Baptist 
Church

Quintero, Maria G., 72 died 
06/04/19.  Service was held 06/11/19 
at St. Ann’s Catholic Church.

Yates, George, W.  95, died 
06/01/19.  No further details.

Kincaid, 
“Baby” Kamon-
tez J. 2 mo., 
died 05/23/19.  
Service was held 
05/29/19 at 
Biglow Funeral 

Chapel

Mayfield, James 
Earl, 74, died 
05/22/19.  Service 
was held 05/31/19 
at Grace Chapel of 
Christ Church.  

Reid, Sharon, 
63, died 05/18/19.  
Service was held 
06/01/19 at 
Antioch Baptist 
Church, Tulsa.

Walker, Ama-
riah, L., 2 mo., 
died 05/16/19.  
Service was held 
06/01/19 at Shiloh 
MBC.  

Davis, Linda, 64, died 05/29/19.  
Service was held 06/01/19 at Central 
Avenue Funeral Services Chapel.

JayNesahkluan, Zayden, 2, died 
5/31/19.  Service was held 6/1/19 at 
The Bridge Church.

Markham, LT, 79, died 6/1/19.  
Service was held 6/8/19 at Central 
Avenue.

White, Beverly J., 67, died 6/10/19.  
No further details.

Brown, Harold, E., 92, died 
05/28/19.  Service was held 06/06/10 
at St. Peter CME Church, KCK

Edward Andre’ L., 48, died 
05/13/19.  Service was held 05/24/19 

at Second Missionary Baptist Church, 
Grandview, MO.

McNeal, Regina, N., 58, died 
05/30/19.  Service was held 06/08/19 
at Bethel Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, KCK.

Pugh, Willie, D., 87, died 05/27/19.  
Service was held 06/08/19 at Second 
Baptist Church of Argentine,  KCK

Richardson, Timothy, 73, died 
05/20/19.  Service was held 05/28/19 
at Sheffield Family Life Center, KCMO

Sann-Brown, Linda, K.,  69, died 
05/25/19.  Service was held 06/01/19 
at Bowser Johnson Funeral Chapel.

Smith, Sr., Eddie L, 76 died 
05/23/19.  Service was held 05/31/19 
at Bowser Johnson Funeral Chapel

Alexander, Kori, 40, died -6/01/19.  
Service was held 06/14/19 at Apos-
tolic Church of Jesus Christ.

Bryant, Landrew, 71, died 
06/03/19.  Service was held 06/10/19 
at Asbury Mount Olive UMC.

DeMoss, Chester, 75, died 
06/01/19.  Service was held 06/08/19 
at Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Fields, II, Darton A., 34, died 
05/26/19.  Service was held 06/08/19 
at El Shaddai Ministries Community 
Church

Jackson
Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

R J Bethea

Wichita

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

Central Avenue

Wichita

Bowser Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest

Topeka
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Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals & Cremations
615 W. Maple, Wichita 

(On the Southwest Corner of Maple and Sycamore)

316-201-1660
rjbetheafunerals.com

“Choosing a funeral home requires a great deal of trust, 
and I’m honored with everyone who has entrusted 

Bethea’s Funeral Home 
with caring for your dearly beloved.” 

- Robert J. Bethea, Jr.

Bethea’s Funerals and Cremations 
continues to serve your family and loved ones 

during their time of transition.  

R
egional bodies of the United 
Methodist Church are passing 
resolutions denouncing the 

denomination’s recently approved 
“Traditional Plan,” vowing to refuse to 
enforce the rules.

The UMC Great Plains Annual 
Conference, which is centered on 
Kansas and Nebraska, passed a 
resolution on June 1 by a vote of 586-
396 rejecting the Traditional Plan.

“We reject the Traditional Plan 
approved at General Conference as 
inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and will resist its implementa-
tion,” read the resolution in part.

“We will work to eliminate discrimi-
natory language and the restrictions 
and penalties in the Discipline regard-
ing LGBTQ persons. We affirm the 
sacred worth of LGBTQ persons and 
commit to being in ministry together.”

The Conference also approved a 
resolution making $20,000 in grant 
funding available to local churches 
for ministries that appoint LGBTQIA+ 
persons as mission leaders. The vote 
was 548-385.

Over the same weekend, the 
Michigan Annual Conference 
overwhelmingly passed a resolu-

tion calling for the creation of a new 
“Central Conference” that would allow 
clergy to perform same-sex weddings 
and noncelibate homosexuals to be 
ordained.

Baltimore-Washington Conference 
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling commis-
sioned two individuals, each in a 
same-sex marriage, to the positions 
of provisional deacon and full elder.

In February, the UMC held a spe-
cial session of General Conference in 
which delegates voted 438-384 to ap-
prove a “Traditional Plan” to address 
the church body’s years-long debate 
over whether to change its stance 
labeling homosexuality “incompatible 
with Christian teaching.”

The approved plan called for strict-
er enforcement of the rules against 
same-sex weddings, while allowing 
for a “gracious exit” for congregations 
that cannot accept the UMC’s official 
positions.

In late April, the United Methodist 
Judicial Council, the UMC’s highest 
court, upheld most of the Plan, which 
is set to take effect in the United 
States on New Year’s Day 2020, and 
overseas 12 months after the 2020 
General Conference. 

United Methodist Regional Bodies 
Fighting Against Church’s Anti-Gay Plan 
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JOIN US AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

OPEN INTERVIEWS JOB FAIR
JUNE 26, 2019

2 - 6 P.M.

8428 W. 13th Suite 120

A variety of full and part time positions available

$500 Hiring Bonus

$$$ Tuition Assistance Available $$$

For Technical and/or College Courses

• CNA Positions - Starting at $12 per hour
• Direct Support Positions - Starting at $9.75 - $12.48 per hour 
(Most Direct Support Positions require no experience)
• Dental, Health & Vision  • Paid Training • Paid Time Off
• Discount Membership for YMCA • Positive Work 
Environment • Holiday Pay * Federal Student Loan 
Forgiveness Program • Referral Bonus

Requirements: High School Diploma or GED/Silver Work-

Keys certificate •  valid driver license & good driving record 

* Must be 18 years old to apply

EEO

Apply at: www.starkey.org

the community.  
“Although Boulevard Lofts won’t be a 
full-on agricultural neighborhood, it’s 
going to be much, much more than 
a community garden.  We will have 
a demonstration center to prepare 
food grown in the garden, an apiary 
for honey production and an on-site 

garden manager.  Our hope is that 
we can turn this into a community 
asset and educational tool for the 
surrounding neighborhood,” says 
Brennan Crawford, executive director 
of CHWC, Inc.

One of the pillars of the master 
plan is “A Healthy Home.”  With its 
emphasis on urban agriculture, the 
Boulevard Lofts will be present a 
unique and affordable housing op-
tion, the likes of which haven’t been 
seen in quite some time in the urban 

areas of KCK.  
“I believe the project will serve 

as starting point for more housing 
and economic development in the 
northeast area of Wyandotte County.  
It has been a long time coming but I 
am excited about the possibilities this 
project will bring to the 4th District, 
the northeast area and downtown 
KCK,” says Unified Government 
4th District Commissioner Harold 
Johnson Jr.

 Boulevard Lofts is being financed 

with Affordable Housing Tax Credits 
from the Kansas Housing Resources 
Corporation and an economic 
development grant from the Board 
of Public Utilities.  Other partners in-
clude the 
Unified 
Govern-
ment, M1 
Bank, 
Boston 
Financial 
Invest-

ment Management, ODIMO Architec-
ture, Vireo and Continental Consulting 
Engineers.

Visit online at www.liveatboulevard-
lofts.com.

LOFTS

from page 7



CONCERT

from page 19

 
  

Lakeside – “Fantastic Voyage,” “It’s All the Way 
Live,” and “Your Love is on the One.”  

Midnight Starr – “Curious,” “Midas Touch,” “No 
Parking on the Dance Floor,” “Freak-a-zoid,” “Opera-
tor,” and “Wet my Whistle,” to name a few.   

Zapp – “Computer Love,” “More, Bounce to the 
Ounce,” “So ruff, So Tuff,” “Do Wa Ditty,” and “I Want 
to be Your Man,” again, just to name a few.  

MC Lightfoot is back as mc for both evenings and 
will definitely keep things live.  

Admission each night is $45 general admission and 
$75 for VIP reserved seating.  Tickets are online at 
etix.com.  
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INTRODUCING 

 POWERED BY myvoicetix.com

A regional ticketing hub 

That’s the ticket!
Myvoicetis.com is a regional ticketing hub and 

our platform is FREE to event creators.  

  Take advantage of working with a trusted 

regional team, who cares about the success of 

your event, your business or organizations, and 

the sucess of your community.  

Stop ticketing with national agencies who 

take the money and run, and provide absolutely 

no additional support for your event.  We’ll help 

promote your event to the masses and put the 

money to work in our communities.   

         GET STARTED!!

Got an event and need 

to sell tickets?  

Contact Bonita or Cornell 

@ (316) 681-1155 or 

     (913) 202-0900 

info@myvoicetix.com


