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I

f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly
on our website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up
to receive our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between
each bi-weekly issue of “The Community Voice.” Here’s just
some of what you missed during the last two weeks.
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Wings & Things
Restaurant Closes, Will
Return as Food Truck

Former NFL player Kamerion
Wimbley’s eatery surprised Wichitans
by closing, a victim of a nationwide
wing slump, but he says it may return
this month as a food truck.

2

Events around the state
include concerts, breakfasts,
luncheons, community engagement
and more in Wichita, Kansas City,
Topeka, Hutchinson, Junction City
and Salina.

ADVERTISING SALES — Cornell Hill

DISTRIBUTION

The contents of each issue of
THE COMMUNITY VOICE are copyrighted.
Articles appearing in THE COMMUNITY
VOICE may not be reproduced without written permission of the publisher. All rights
reserved. THE COMMUNITY VOICE is not
responsible for unsolicited manuscripts
or photographs. Please enclose a selfaddressed, stamped envelope to guarantee
return.

The Beauty Product Queen
battled for the title of first Black
millionaire. 100 years after her
death, we still talk about her. You’ll
be surprised to learn the identity of
her estate’s buyer and his plans.

Never miss a copy of
The Community Voice.
Read it online - FREE

@ www.communityvoiceks.com

P&P Seed and Bait
Offers Tix for KC Chiefs
Playoff Plus Bus Travel

5

KS Black Kids Are
75% More Likely to
End up in Foster Care

A new report from a coalition of
people and organizations who’ve
dealt with the underfunded KS
foster system puts scrutiny on it at a
time when people are finally paying
attention to kids’ mistreatment. 
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THEN SUBSCRIBE

($35.95 outside
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People must be getting ready for
game day. They were checking
out our ad for Wichita’s P&P deal
on round-trip bus & Jan. 13 game
tickets for $150 each. 316-265-9930
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On-entry newsracks in Wichita,
Hutchinson, and Salina area
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CJ Walker’s Estate?
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Events Around Kansas
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Top Photo Front : JC the King of Fun, gave a lively performance at the
Holiday at the Apollo Gala in Kansas City, KS. The annual event is
sponsored by the Friends of Yates. See the story page 18
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Claytoonz

by Clay Jones

WENDY WILLIAMS IS OFF
THE AIR FOR ANOTHER
WEEK

Wendy & Kevin Hunter

•videographers
•photographers
•disc jockeys
•wedding planners

SAM & DAVE TO
BE HONORED WITH
RECORDING ACADEMY
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

hits have appeared on the soundtracks
of more than a dozen films. Now, circa
2018, their music continues to remain
relevant in today’s pop culture with
Walmart using “I Thank You” in their
holiday commercials.

Sam and Dave

Sam Moore and Dave Prater, the
Soul duo Sam & Dave who were
one of the primary chart stars at the
Stax and Atlantic labels in the ‘60s,
were announced by The Recording Academy as recipients of the
the Lifetime Achievement Award. A
special award presentation ceremony

Wedding
Vendors?

FIVE EMOTIONS YOU
PROBABLY FELT
WATCHING THE LIFETIME
SURVIVINGRKELLY:
DOCUSERIES
“Surviving R. Kelly” provides an

in-depth look at 25 years of sexual
misconduct accusations against the
“Pied Piper.”
SHOCK: Unless you’ve been living in
denial or under a rock since the early
90s, the sexual misconduct, pedophilia and rape accusations against R.
Kelly shouldn’t be news to you. But,
“Surviving R. Kelly” definitely has a
shock factor.
DISGUST: The docuseries clearly
shows just how unhinged, calculated
and perverted Kelly had become over
the years.
RAGE: One of the biggest takeaways
from this documentary is that in spite
of all the evidence of sexual misconduct and the witnesses who corroborated those crimes, R. Kelly continues
to get away with it.
HEARTBREAK: You are introduced
to even more women who go into
explicit detail about the alleged abuse,
control and even starvation they
endured while under the singer’s
thumb.
A SENSE OF URGENCY: Ultimately, it is a sobering reminder
of what happens when we turn our
backs on women and girls. Hopefully,
this documentary will usher in a huge

•tuxedo rental
•limousine service

•bridal stores

winter

•venues

Publish Date: Feb. 7, 2019
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$25
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Regina King

WHO:

This annual edition is always a great
read, and works because it features all kinds of
couples: young, old and in-between. This isn’t
a who’s the cutest couple, the richest couple, or
the most powerful couple issue. It’s all about
couples who have a great relationship, no matter
how unique.

Individuals selected will receive a brief
questionnaire to complete and are required
to submit a quality photo of themselves.
A person from our staff will follow up
for additional information. The time
commitment is nominal.

PSST!!!! This is something
nice for couples to share.
Call: (316) 681-1155 for more information

HOW:You can submit your own name, or
nominate someone you know. The
deadline for
submissions
is Fri., Jan. 18.
Just go online
to our website
and click on
submissions.

www.communityvoiceks.com
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Bridal
Issue

•graphic artist

Best supporting actress in a motion
picture went to the Oscar front-runner
Regina King for her role as the matriarch in Barry Jenkins’ James Baldwin
adaptation “If Beale Street Could
Talk.” King spoke about the Time’s Up
movement and vowed that the movie
crews of everything she produces in
the next two years will be half women.
She challenged others to do likewise.
“Stand with us in solidarity and do
the same,” said
King. 

We’re looking for couples with a love that works, to
feature as one of our “Love Couples” in
our THURS., FEB. 7 ISSUE.

2019

•jewelers

REGINA KING WINS BEST
SUPPORTING ACTRESS
AT GOLDEN GLOBES

|

•caterers

3

Wanted: Couples in L ve

If your service is a wedding
must have, then.....
You need to be in our

•florist

sense of urgency that forces you to
finally protect them and hold alleged
predators like Kelly responsible.

JAN 10, 2019

•makeup artists

and concert celebrating the honorees
will be held on May 11, 2019, in Los
Angeles. Additional details regarding
the ceremony will be announced in
the coming weeks.
Sam & Dave’s music and personas
inspired The Blues Brothers, and their

ENTERTAINMENT

Is her husband’s cheating scandal
taking a toll on Wendy Williams to the
point that she is taking another week
off from her TV talk show? Or, is it
health issues?
Well, if you believe a RadarOnline
report, the cheating hubby (Kevin
Hunter) is the real problem. If you
watch her show or just stay up on
what’s happening, you already know
that not too long ago Williams, 54,
took time off claiming health issues as
the reason.
Her latest health challenge is a
shoulder fracture that, combined with
her odd behavior, has raised eyebrows
and caused people to be concerned

for her.
Although “Wendy was supposed
to return to her show on Mon., Jan.
7, she is taking another week off,” a
source told RadarOnline.
The word is Wendy’s apparent
meltdown came as her husband, Kevin
Hunter, 46, was accused of getting
his alleged mistress, Sharina Hudson,
pregnant. Hunter has been accused of
having a 10-year affair with Hudson.
Both Williams and Hunter have
vehemently denied those reports.
As a result of its snooping, RO
discovered that Hunter’s alleged love
nest with the alleged other woman has
gone up for sale.

National News
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First Criminal Justice Bill in a Decade Signed into Law

A
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rare bipartisan deal in Congress for crack-related crimes.
a number of back-end reforms that
ing birth or in postpartum recovery.
that makes changes to federal
Applying the Fair Sentencing
focus on cutting prison time once
The bill also provides for some of the
sentencing was signed into law
Act retroactively could reduce the
people are incarcerated and/or
basic necessities for female inmates,
earlier this month. Pres. Donincluding providald Trump signed the First Step
ing feminine hyAct, an acronym for Formerly
giene products.
Incarcerated Reenter Society
The bill also
Transformed Safely Transitionrequires inmates
ing Every Person Act, into law
to be housed
on Jan. 4.
within 500 miles
The bill’s name even speaks
of their families
to its limited reach.
when possible.
“I just want everybody to
The bill enknow it is just a first step,” said
courages inmates
Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.)
to participate in
Booker says the bill does
more vocational
three major things. It makes
and rehabilitathe Fair Sentencing Act of 2010
tive programs,
that reduced the disparity in
by letting them
sentencing between crack
get “earned
and powder cocaine, retroactime” credits
tive. When passed, the 2010
that allow them
bill reduced the disparity in
to be released
sentencing triggered for posearly to halfway
Seantors Chuck Grassley (R-IA) and Cory Booker (D-NJ) share an Instagram Live pose after the bipartisan passage of the First Step Act. Grassley helped write the legislation that passed the Sen 87-12
session of the same amount of
houses or home
crack from 100 times greater for the
sentences of about 2,660 inmates,
makes changes to prison policies that confinement. This change applies
same amount of crack and coke, to
90% of whom are Black. The bill
Booker just calls “outrageous.”
retroactively, potentially qualifying
18 times greater, but the change only
also gives judges more flexibility to go
The First Step bill effectively ends
4,000 inmates for release.
applied to sentencing going forward,
around the mandatory minimum sen- juvenile solitary confinement on the
Not only could this mitigate prison
and did nothing to decrease the
tencing for low-level drug offenders.
federal level. It ends the shackling of overcrowding, but the hope is that the
burden on those already sentenced
The remainder of the bill makes
women when they are pregnant, giveducation programs will reduce the

likelihood that an inmate will commit
another crime once released, and
as a result, reduce both crime and
incarceration in the long term.
Since the vocational and rehabilitative programs that already exist in
federal prisons have a huge wait list,
the bill authorizes more funding $50 million a year over five years – to
support more programs. It also
directs cost savings toward reentry
and anti-recidivism programs.
Among the advocates of the legislation was a diverse and unlikely group
that included presidential adviser
Jared Kushner, Kim Kardashian West,
the National Urban League, Black
ministers and minority lawmakers
and libertarian-leaning conservatives.
The NAACP cheered the passage of
the bill but also harbored reservations.
The legislation “offers some important improvements to the current
federal criminal justice system, but it
falls short of providing the meaningful change that is required to make
the system genuinely fair,” said Hilary
O. Shelton, director of the NAACP’s
Washington bureau. 

First Step’s Federal Focus Limits Major Reduction in Mass Incarceration

T

he First Step Act starts to
chip away at problems in
America’s criminal justice
system, although its overall impact
is unlikely to be very large.
That’s because the federal
prison system, which is what this
bill focuses entirely on, is only a
small part of the overall U.S. prison
system.
Consider the numbers: According to the U.S. Bureau of Justice
statistics, 87% of U.S. prison
inmates are held in state facilities.
That doesn’t even account for local
jails, where hundreds of thousands
of people are held on a typical day
in America. Just look at this chart
from the Prison Policy Initiative,
which shows both local jails and
state prisons far outpacing the
number of people incarcerated in

federal prisons.
If Trump were to pardon every
single person currently in federal
prison that would only push down
America’s overall incarcerated
population from about 2.1 million to
about 1.9 million.
That would be a hefty reduction,
but it wouldn’t solve mass incarceration. The U.S. would still lead
all but one country in incarceration. With an incarceration rate of
around 593 per 100,000 people,
only the small nation of El Salvador
would come out ahead. America
would still dwarf the incarceration
rates of other developed nations
like Canada (114 per 100,000),
Germany (78 per 100,000), and
Japan (45 per 100,000).
Almost all police work is done
at the local and state level. There

are about 18,000 law
enforcement agencies in
America, only a dozen or
so of which are federal
agencies.
Criminal justice reform is going to fall
largely to municipalities and states. That’s
why organizations like the
Kansas Black Leadership
Council are advocating for
the passage of a Smart
Justice Reform program on
the state level. That’s why
voting in state and local
elections is as, or more,
important than voting on
national elections. That’s
where real policy reform
affecting many issues is

actually made.

Pushed: Congress Makes Small Steps to Diversify Staffs

I

Americans accounted for 13% of the
U.S. population and 22% of those who
identified as Democratic voters, but
less than 1% of top Senate staffers.
Most senate staffs have four senior
staff positions. A few have three. The
positions are: chief of staff, deputy
chief of staff, communications director
and legislative director.
The bottom line is with 192 opportunities to hire Black men and women
for the traditional senior staff member
positions, until late 2018, only two
Senators had Black chiefs of staff.
Jennifer DeCasper, is chief of staff for
South Carolina Republican Sen. Tim
Scott and Brennen Britton, is Chief of
Staff to Kansas Sen. Jerry Moran.
After Doug Jones (D-AL) was the
surprise winner in a special Senate
election last spring, he rewarded Black
women who drove his victory at the
poll by appointing Dana Gresham, a
Black male as his chief of staff. That

made him the first Democrat in the
Senate to have a Black Chief of Staff.
This year, the Senate is stepping
up – a little. — making the incoming
Alabama senator the only member of
the Democratic caucus to have a black
chief of staff. U.S. Senator
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)
and U.S. Senator Gary Peters
(D-MI) recently announced
appointments. Sen. Gillibrand
hired Joi Chaney as chief of
staff and Sen. Peters promoted
Zephranie Buetow to serve as
legislative director.
Senator Elizabeth Warren
(D-MA) recently appointed
Anne Reid as chief of staff.
It’s important to note that neither of
the two Black Senators: Cory Booker
(D- NJ) or Kamala Harris (D-CA)
have African-Americans in key staff
positions.
"We had to fight like hell for Kamala

Harris to even hire Clint Odom as her
Legislative Director," a White House
staffer told Shaun King of the New York
Post. "It's a money thing. These Democratic senators are often hiring people
as favors to their top donors. They are

hundreds of African-Americans have
served as interns throughout both the
House and the Senate. Hundreds more
have served in the highest positions
available in the House, and in lowerlevel positions but somehow they never
get hired in top Senate
positions.
“The establishment
of a House Office of
Diversity and Inclusion
is a historic moment
for the Congress and
reflects the years of
work of many individuals and organizations,”
said Joint Center Black
Buetow
Chaney
Talent Initiative Director
getting pressured by rich benefactors
Don Bell. “While I am proud to see this
and lobbyists and even corporations to moment, I know that the work continhire people that they know and trust."
ues after today to ensure that this office
According to King, the issue has
is effective and independent. It is my
nothing to do with skills or qualificahope that the leaders of the Senate take
tions. Not dozens, but hundreds and
similar action in the new Congress.” 

Lauren Underwood is the Youngest
Black Woman to Serve in Congress

Lee Keeping Conyers
Reparations Bill Alive

L

E
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process for the nation in a non-controversial manner, and not in a manner
of pitting one group of people against
another.”
In 1867, Congressman Thaddeus
Stevens of Pennsylvania, a noted
abolitionist, introduced a H.R. 29, a bill
that outlined a plan for confiscated land
in the "Confederate States of America"
– ensuring land to be given to former
slaves, who were left penniless after
generations of slavery in the U.S.
Between these two congressional attempts to compensate African
Americans with reparations or pensions
for their labor as slaves, the federal
government – including the Bureau of
Pensions, the Post Office Department,
the Justice Department and other agencies – has denied such payments. 

|

very year since 1989, Rep. John
Conyers (D-MI) reintroduced bill
H.R. 40, calling for the establishment of the Commission to Study and
Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans Act to "examine slavery
and discrimination in the colonies and
the United States from 1619 to the
present and recommend appropriate
remedies."
After Conyers resigned in late 2017
amidst allegations of sexual harassment, Congressman Sheila Jackson
Lee (D-TX) decided to take up the
mantle, taking on the role as lead sponsor of the bill.
“It’s a commission to study the issue
of what was the economic impact of
the work of slaves and how does it
translate in the 21st century. And what
we want to do is to
build a narrative,
a story of the facts
and out of that be
able to assess how
we repair some
of the damage,”
Jackson Lee said.
Jackson Lee
called the reparations legislation “a
beginning process
and an educational

JAN. 10, 2019

auren Underwood, a Democrat
defeated the incumbent Republican,
Tribune.
from Naperville, Illinois, became Randy Hultgren, in the Nov. 6 election,
For her, losing was never an opthe youngest Black woman in
garnering 52.5% of the vote.
tion.
history to be sworn in to the House of
“Are you excited to make history?,”
“I learned to be a Black woman in
Representatives on Jan. 3.
Underwood was asked Thursday after- this community,” Underwood told The
Underwood, 32, a registered nurse noon as she posed for pictures on her New York Times in July. “This is my
with two master’s degrees from Johns
way to the Capitol.
home, and the idea that I might not be
Hopkins University, began her politi“A moment in history,” Underwood a good fit is an idea I never gave a lot
cal career as a policy professional in
responded, according to The Chicago
of consideration to.”  
the Obama administration in 2014. Two
years later, she became a senior adviser
at the Department of
Health and Human
Services where she
worked to implement
the Affordable Care
Act (ACA).
Underwood
announced her
candidacy in Illinois'
14th Congressional
District in August
2017 on a platform
of expanding job opportunities, investing
Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Barbara Lee, Jahana Hayes, Lauren Underwood and
in infrastructure and
Jackson -- all Democrats -- during their swearing-in ceremony on Thursday. Jim
improving the ACA. She Sheila
Lo Scalzo / EPA

NATIONAL

t’s bad enough Donald Trump has
the Whitest cabinet in generations,
but Congress isn’t doing much
better. While the House of Representatives, with most of the members of the
Congressional Black Caucus, is doing a
little better. The Senate has long been
referred to as "the Whitest place of
employment in all of America."
Things may soon change, at least on
the House side, where representatives
passed a Rules Package creating a new
Office of Diversity and Inclusion and
requiring the appointment of a Chief
Diversity Officer and the development
of a diversity plan.
The passage comes after the Joint
Center for Political and Economic
Studies spent years pushing for a
change, particularly in chief staffing
positions in Congress.
In 2015, the Joint Center issued a
report, “Racial Diversity Among Top
Senate Staff,” finding that African
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The Plot to Kill Martin Luther King
A conspiracy fact?

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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P

were also staying in the motel because
of King’s visit, were told shortly before
the shooting by a member of the motel
staff that their rooms would no longer
be paid for by the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference and that they
had to leave immediately. When they
asked who had given this order, they
were told it was Jesse Jackson.
Jackson is also identified as the

told an hour before the shooting to stay
home because a threat had been made
on his life.

eople who believe in conspiracy THE ASSASSINATION SCENE
RAY THE PATSY
theories are crooks and crazies!
At approximately 5:51 p.m. on
One thing that many people don’t
Aren’t they? If that’s the case,
April 4, 1968, Rev. Samuel “Billy”
know is that Ray was in prison in
add to the list of crazies: The King
Kyles knocked on the door of room
1967, serving a 20-year sentence
Family, Ralph Abernathy and other
306 of the Lorraine Motel to let King
for a grocery store robbery in 1959.
Civil Rights leaders of the 60s, and
and the rest of his party know they
After a couple of unsuccessful escape
Atty. William Pepper.
were running late for a planned
attempts, Ray succeeded in breaking
Pepper is the author of three
out of prison on April
books on the conspiracy to kill
23, 1967. According to
Martin Luther King, Jr. In 1999,
Pepper, Ray’s escape was
he represented the King family
orchestrated, because
in a wrongful death lawsuit,
he had already been
"King family vs. Loyd Jowers and
chosen as the patsy in the
other unknown co-conspiraplanned assassination
tors.” Pepper spent more than
of King.
four decades compiling the facts
The warden of Mishe presented in the case.
souri State Penitentiary
During a trial that lasted four
was paid $25,000 by
weeks, Pepper produced over
Russell Adkins, Sr., a
70 witnesses. Jowers, testifying
member of the Dixie
by deposition, stated that James
Mafia, to allow Ray to
Earl Ray was a scapegoat and
escape. The money was
not involved in the assassination
delivered to Adkins by
and he identified a Memphis
Clyde Tolson, J. Edgar
police officer as the assassin.
Hoover’s right hand man.
On Dec. 8, 1999, the MemRay escaped to Canaphis jury took less than an hour
da, but was convinced to
to find in favor of the King family
come back to the United
for the requested sum of $100.
State by the mysterious
In addition to finding Jowers
Raul, whom he met in
responsible, they also found
a bar in Canada. Raul
the assassination plot included
convinced Ray he would
Where did the shot come from, up high, but not from the boarding house where James Earl Ray
"governmental agencies."
help him get papers to
was staying.
Amazingly, neither this rulgo overseas, if Ray just
ing nor Pepper’s research has
helped him with running some guns.
person who called the owners of the
garnered much attention from the
dinner at Kyles’ home. Just about a
Ray, following instructions of Raul
Lorraine Motel and demanded that
mainstream media, which continue to minute after King exited his room, a
arrived in Memphis on April 3, 1968.
King be moved from a more secure
feed us the official line that King was
single shot was fired and the bullet
They met at Jim’s Grill, where Ray
inner courtyard room to an exposed
the victim of James Earl Ray, a bitter
ripped through King’s jaw and spinal
rented a room, and he handed a deer
racist acting on his own to kill King.
cord, dropping him immediately. The room on the second floor facing the
rifle with a scope, that Raul had told
street.
Here’s a simple summary of Pepshot appeared to come from across
him to buy, over to Raul.
The Memphis Police Department
per’s stunning conclusions.
Mulberry St. King was rushed to the
On the day of the shooting, about
usually formed a detail of Black officers
King was murdered in a conspiracy hospital, where he was pronounced
an hour before the shooting, Ray was
to protest King when he was in town,
instigated by FBI director J. Edgar
dead just after 7 p.m.
given money to go to a movie. When
but did not this time. Emergency TACT
Hoover that also involved the U.S.
According to the official story,
Ray heard the sirens that followed the
support units were pulled back from the shooting, he got scared and left the
military, the Memphis Police, and
the shot was fired by Ray from the
Lorraine to the fire station, which overDixie Mafia crime figures in Memphis, bathroom of a rooming house above
area. He feared he had been set up.
looked the motel. Pepper also learned
TN, with the shot being fired by a
a bar called Jim’s Grill, which backed
CONSPIRATOR RUSSELL ADKINS, SR.
that the only two Black members of the
Memphis policeman from the nearby
on to Mulberry.
A local Dixie Mafia gangster was a
Memphis Fire Department had been
firehouse tower. Pepper strongly
SETTING THE SCENE
conspirator
in the planning of the assastold the day before the shooting not to
believes Ray took the fall for a murder
Members of the militant Black
sination,
although
he died before it took
report for work the next day at the fire
he did not commit.
organizing group the Invaders, who
place.
Much
of
what
Pepper found out
station. Black detective Ed Redditt was

about Adkins’ involvement came from
his son Ron Adkins. In his deposition,
contained in Pepper’s 2017 book “The
Plot to Kill King,” Adkins described the
many visits made to his father by Asst.
FBI Director Clyde Tolson. Known to
Ron as Uncle Clyde, the high-level FBI
official often delivered cash to the elder
Adkins for tasks he and his associates
would carry out on behalf of Hoover.
He also recalls driving with his father to
the Missouri prison to deliver $25,000
to the warden.

JIM’S GRILL OWNER: JOWERS
Jowers would eventually admit to
being a part of the conspiracy to kill
King. Getty Spate, a waitress at Jim’s
Grill and girlfriend of Jowers, says she
saw him rush into the back of the grill
through the back door seconds after
the shot, white as a ghost and holding
a rifle, which he then wrapped in a tablecloth and hid on a shelf under the
counter. Spate didn’t come forward
with this information until the 1990s.
She also recounted that Jowers had
been delivered a large sum of money
right before the assassination.

RAUL
Purveyors of the official story of
the assassination have always claimed
that Raul was an invention of Ray’s.
Pepper found Raul and learned his
last name was Coelho, from a witness
Glenda Brabow who also identified
Jack Ruby as someone she had seen
with Raul in 1963.

KING WAS STILL ALIVE
In one of the shocking bits of information revealed in his 2017 book,
Pepper says King actually survived the
shot and was still alive when he arrived at St. Joseph’s Hospital and that
he was killed by a doctor.
The hospital story was told to Pepper by a man names Johnton Shelby,
whose mother, Lula Mae Shelby, had
been a surgical aide at St. Joseph’s
that night. Shelby told Pepper the
story of how his mother came home
the morning after the shooting and
shared this story with the family:
She described Chief of surgery Dr.

See PLOT page 11

What Can (Will) Newly Elected Gov. Laura Kelly Do?
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

can support. “If the legislature sends
me a bill, I’ll sign it,” said Kelly. A
little later on she stepped back on
that statement. “I’m not going to tell
you that I’m going to support a bill
that I haven’t seen yet.” Kelly pointed
out that often bills have things added
on to a measure, i.e, a “poison pill.”

W

Kelly, who admits funding these kinds
of quality programs could prove to be
an obstacle.
Increasing the State’s Minimum
Wage: “I believe that the minimum
wage is too low, but I’m not ready to
say what it should be.”
Eliminate Sales Tax on Groceries: We didn’t cover this.
Designate Some State Contracts
and Purchases for Small Kansasbased Businesses: KBLC’s position
is that if you help small businesses,
you help Black businesses because
most of them are small businesses.
While Kelly seemed concerned about
how programs for women and minorities might be implemented in the state,
once she realized this proposal wasn’t
sex or race-based, she committed
to building the Kansas commerce
through growing businesses. “Job
creating, it’s the only way our community will grow,” she said.
Finally, Kelly said she would work
hard to build a diverse leadership
team.
“I’m taking applications from a very
diverse group of folks from across the
state and beyond and will be reviewing
them and selecting the very best and
very brightest,” said Kelly. “I want
my administration to look like Kansas
and be as diverse as Kansas, and I
continue to feel that way.” 
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kept confidential.
In addition to calling the
hotline, Kansans can chat with
a librarian instantly through the
library’s Ask A Librarian service
found at kslib.info/ask or use
their phone to text questions
to 785-256-0733. TTY users
should call 711. Questions can
also be emailed to infodesk@
ks.gov or by visiting the State
Library. 

|

Toll-free Hotline
Available for
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She referenced a successful similar
model being used in South Dakota.
“I’m going to study that model,
hen you first see Laura
and
as soon as we get our corrections
Kelly, you can’t help but be
folks on board, look at how they did
surprised at how small –
and what we can do to model that
almost downright tiny – she is. She
here in Kansas,” Kelly said.
stands probably 5 feet tall at best, and
Another criminal justice
maybe 110 pounds
measure
she supports is
soaking wet. She
redirecting
non-violent
often has to use a
first-time
drug
offenders
lift to be seen from
into
treatment
rather
than
behind a podium. But
incarceration, a process
if you’re in the room
that is already being used
with Kelly for only a
in many of the state’s more
few minutes, you realprogressive cities.
ize quickly she’s no
Backing up to before
pushover.
sentencing
guidelines are
Like bullies on the
even
needed,
Kelly says the
playground, anyone
focus
should
be
on quality
who thinks they can
early childhood education
push around this
opportunities as a way to
small and diminutive
keep individuals out of
woman is in for a big
prison later in life. She
surprise. Just spend a
pointed to The Opportufew minutes with her
nity Project, a private preand you’ll see, she’s
school program in Wichita
straight forward, clear
that’s having good results.
and precise on her
The program is known
agenda, and won’t be
for making high quality
intimidated.
Kansas Governor Elect, Laura Kelly visits with Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau and Black leaders
early learning experiences
during a campaign stop in Wichita. Although, everyone had their request for the Democratic govIt’s a formula that’s
available to children from
obviously gotten her to the top ernor she’s reluctant to get hopes up to high.
low-income households.
of Kansas government and an
disengage.”
“I
have
to
make
sure
the
bill
comes
to
“The
first
three years are critical in
approach she’ll have to stick with if
Where
else
will
you
see
Kelly
focus
me
clean.”
a
child’s
development,”
pointed out
she expects to accomplish anything
her
attention?
Beyond
foster
care,
Cap
Payday
Loan
Rates:
during her four-year term as Kansas
she points to education, the budget,
Although she’s aware of the problem
governor. With both the Kansas SenMedicaid
expansion,
Investment
in
with individuals getting stuck in the
ate and House controlled by RepubKansas’
infrastructure
as
her
top
cycle of payday loans and that the
licans, she’ll have to pick wisely her
issues.
Although
her
concerns
may
interest rates are onerous, this isn’t
political battles and rely heavily on
go
beyond
those
issues,
she
says
that’s
an issue that Kelly says she’ll be perher role as the state’s top administrawhere
her
attention
will
be
focused.
sonally working on this year. “Here’s
tor to get things done.
“I
can’t
do
everything,”
said
Kelly.
the deal,” she continued, “there will
It’s an approach we already see
“I
don’t
want
to
raise
people’s
expecbe others who are leading the charge
her taking, with the Department of
tations so that they are sort of disapon that.”
Children and Families. She immedipointed
when
we
don’t
get
it
done.”
Criminal Justice Reform: While
ately replaced the department head
She
asks
her
supporters,
as
well
as
KBLC’s
focus was on de-felonizing
and put on hold a massive overhaul
those
who
opposed
her,
to
be
patient.
drug-possession,
expanding the
p-to-the-minute informaplanned for the department. More
“It’s
going
to
take
years,
to
fix
the
use
of
diversion
and
reforming
civil
tion on the 2019 Kansas
than legislation, the improvements
problems
in
this
state,”
suggested
asset
forfeiture
laws,
Kelly’s
focus
Legislature is only a
in DCF will come from administraKelly.
Plus,
she
says
bringing
up
her
seemed
to
lean
heavily
on
“back-end”
phone
call
or chat away Kansas
tive changes in how programs are
political
position
again,
“Anything
I’m
reforms,
improving
the
situation
for
residents
can
access information
administered and that’s where Gov.
going to do, I’m going to have to get it those who are in prison.
about the Kansas Legislature,
Kelly can shine.
through the legislature.”
Kelly says she’d like to move
bill status, legislative process
Kelly says she’s “passionate” about
Exactly
where
does
Kelly
stand
on
away
from a punitive approach to
and more by calling 1-800-432DCF and the families and children
the issues in the Kansas Black Leader- incarceration into a more rehabilitathey serve. As a state senator, Kelly
3924 Monday through Friday,
tive approach. By providing training
served on the child welfare task force ship Council Agenda?
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Questions are
Expand Medicaid: She supports
for individuals while they’re in prison,
that dug deep into the state’s system
answered by experienced referit.
she says, “When they get out, they
to make recommendations for
ence/research librarians at the
Same Day Voter Registration: The
have access to a job, so they can prochange.
State Library of Kansas and are
concept is something Kelly says she
vide for themselves and their family.”

WICHITA
KANSAS
NEWS

“As governor, I’m going to be
looking at those (task force recommendations) and selecting staffing
and a leader for that agency who can
implement the relevant recommendations from the task force,” said Kelly.
“I will be very involved as governor
with that particular issue…. I will not
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Regional News
Kansas Black Leaders Put Forth 2019 Legislative Agenda

T

he Kansas Black Leadership Council, a nonpartisan
coalition of African-American
leaders across the state have submitted their 2019 legislative platform to
members of the Kansas Legislature
and state leadership. This year’s
platform builds on the Council’s previous platforms and identifies seven
focus areas:
•ExpandMedicaid
•SameDayVoterRegistration
•CapPaydayloanratesand/or
revise laws regulating such loans

•AdopttheKansasSmartJustice
Agenda
•Increasethestate’sminimum
wage
•Eliminatesalestaxongroceries
•Designatesomestatecontracts
and purchases for small Kansasbased businesses.
“As in previous years, our platform continues to focus on issues
that we feel, if addressed, will have
the great positive impact on African
Americans across the state,” said Bonita Gooch, president of the Kansas

JOIN US FOR

Black Leadership Council. “While
this is a platform for and by the
state’s Black community, if approved,
the items on the platform will have a
positive impact on all Kansans.”
The Kansas Black Leadership
Council adopted their first platform
ahead of the 2016 Kansas legislative
session.Agroupofapproximately
75 leaders from across the state
gathered under the motto, “if you
don’t ask, you don’t get,” to put
together the first of its kind platform
of issues representative the needs of

THUR, FEB. 21

Kansas Black Legislative Day
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re you frustrated by what’s
going on in Kansas?
Maybe one of these issues is your personal pet peeve?
• Voter ID laws
• Open gun carry
• Payday loan interest rates
• Harsh penalties for non-violent
crimes
• Stand your ground laws
• Laws that challenge the dignity
of the poor and those needing
services
• A Foster Care system that’s lost
more than 70 kids
Or whatever is rubbing you the
wrong way.
It’s time to let your opinion be
heard.
Sitting at home, yelling at your
televisions set, or talking bad
about our elected officials, is not
going to change a thing.
Change comes from getting
involved.
Change comes from speaking
out, especially to those who have
power to bring about the change
you want.
That’s why we’re heading to
Topeka on Thur., Feb. 21, for
Kansas Black Legislative Day. We
want the legislators to put a face
to the people concerned about
and affected by our issues. That’s
why we’re heading straight to the
capitol.
We’re calling for a coalition of
African Americans from across the
state to show up at the capitol, be

seen, and ask for something.
Please join us for what will
be an informative, effective and
powerful day.
We’ll learn more about the legislative process and how and where
grassroots groups and individuals can get involved to make an
impact for change. We’ll receive
a report on the
State of Black
Kansas, as a
way of better
understanding
our community’s
needs.
We’ll visit
both the Kansas
House and
Senate to see
Gooch
government in
action, but also to be seen.
Over lunch, members of the
Kansas Black Legislative Caucus
will join us for lunch and provide us
with some much needed insight on
the process and the issues.
In addition, it will be a great
day to meet other activists and
concerned citizens from across the
state. You’ll find out more about
what they’re doing and potentially
build collaborations around common issues and concerns.
You’ll get back home feeling
better, because you had a day with
purpose. You told it like it is, stood
up, got involved, and confronted
power.
The Kansas Black Legisla-

tive Day is a collaborative effort
of several grass roots, civic and
educational bodies from across the
state. In addition to the Kansas
Black Leadership Council, sponsors include:
The Kansas Black Leadership
Council
The Kansas African American
Affairs Commission
The Kansas State
Conference of NAACP
Branches
The Kansas Black
Legislative Caucus
We’d love to have more
groups and organizations
join our effort. Invite your
sorority or fraternity members, church, social, civic
or professional organization to make attendance at Kansas
Black Legislative Day part of their
civic outreach.
Registration is $25 and includes
continental breakfast and lunch.
Registration can be done online at
eventbrite.com or mail a check to
KBLC, P.O. Box 20804, Wichita,
KS. Registration deadline is
Monday, Feb. 18. 
Any questions, feel free to give
me or Kenya Cox, director of the
Kansas African American Affairs
Commission a call. My office number is (316) 681-1155. Kenya’s
number is (785) 296-4874.
Bonita Gooch, President
Kansas Black Leadership Council

the state’s Black community.
The platform hasn’t changed much
over the years. A few things have passed
or been address by law, rulings or
administrative action. One item on the

2017 platform, for the state to adopt a
“Ban-the-Box”policy,wasimplemented
lastyearthroughanexecutiveorderissuedbyGov.JeffColyer.Asaresultof

See AGENDA page 11

Adopted 2019 Legislative Focus Items

1. Expand Medicaid

We join the growing group of organizations across
the state asking the legislature to close the gap
between the Kansas Medicaid eligibility and the
Affordable Care Act eligibility to help more Kansans
have affordable insurance.

2. Same Day Voter
Registration

Voting is a constitutionally protected right and
instead of implementing laws that disenfranchise
people, KBLC supports measures to increase access of all citizens to the ballot box and encourage
the passage of a measure to allow

3. Cap Payday Loan rates and/
or revise laws regulating such
loans.
KBLC supports the passage of laws that will
significantly reduce the interest paid by Kansans
for payday and title loans. One acceptable option
would be passing an interest rate cap similar to
the rate set by the Federal government on loans to
military members -- currently 36%APR. If needed,
to help set an interest rate or other policies governing the renewal and issuances of these loans,
we recommend the appointment of a committee
composed of representatives from: the payday loan
industry, financial institutions, the communities most
impacted by these loans, and past and present
payday loan customers. Working together, we feel
confident a committee of this type could develop a
proposal for new state payday loan regulations that
are less oppressive while still assuring a reasonable
short-term loan option remains available to those
who need it.

4. Adopt the Kansas Smart
Justice Agenda

(smartjusticekansas.org)

KBLC support the entire Smart Justice Agenda for
Criminal Justice Reform. We particularly encourage
attention to the following suggestions for criminal
justice reform.
1. Reduce sentence for nonviolent drug crimes by
de-felonizing drug-possession.
2. Expand the use of diversion for those with
minimal criminal records through the amendment
of existing Kansas law by articulating that diversion
is appropriate and recommended in circumstances
where the sentence is probation.

3. Reform civil asset forfeiture laws to prevent
innocent citizens from having their property unfairly
stripped from them.

5. Increase the state’s minimum wage

KBLC seeks to increase the state’s minimum wage
to $10.25/hr by 2020 to ensure Kansas have a livable wage that allows them to provide their families
with decent and safe housing.

6. Eliminate sales tax on
groceries

This regressive tax hurts the states most vulnerable
the most. As you all know, Kansas remains one of
just a few states in the country that does not exempt
basic necessities such as food from ales tax.

7. Designate some state contracts and purchase for small
Kansas-based businesses.

More than tax breaks, small Kansas businesses
need business. We propose designating certain
small value state contracts strictly for small Kansasowned businesses. This program would not discriminate on the basis of race, and all Kansas-owned
businesses that meet the identified designation of
“small” could participate in the program. KBLC
supports this program because we recognize most
Black-owned businesses are small businesses.

KBLC Adopted
Legislative Platform also
includes

Although we will focus our attention on these above
seven issues in 2019, we continue to support the
passage of issues adopted as part of our previous
platforms that have not been addressed.

• Repeal of the death penalty
• Body cameras for all police departments
• Adopt and economic development program designed to revitalize impoverished
Kansas communities
• Adopt the full Kansas Smart Justice
Agenda.

Kansas City News
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Program Connects Suburban Youth With Their Culture and Friends
By Gwendolyn Squires, PhD
The Community Voice

T

sion on the topic “Staying Focused
in a World Filled with Distractions.”
Students shared stories and gave
practical tips on staying focused.
The young men of Suburban Balance received a tour of the U.S. Court
House in downtown Kansas City, MO
and the Federal Judges Chambers
from District Court Judge Brian C.
Wimes. A Suburban Balance dad,
Wimes talked to participants about
the field of law and shared a bit of his
life story, including his journey to the
bench as an appointee of Pres. Barack
(L) Suburban Balance Youth Leaders
gather for a picture
during the Christmas
Holidays. (Below)
Suburban Balance
was founded in 2012
by LaShawn Walker

the Book Club or join the High School
Youth Leadership Team.
Just a few of the 2018 Suburban
Balance programs include:
Participants gathered for a discus-

Obama.
More than 50 Suburban Balance
Youth participated in the “Fundraise
on the Runway” fashion show. Participants wore their own clothes, which

gave them an opportunity to express
their own style. The event raised
$2,000 a portion of which was used to
fund a scholarship.
For the first time, the organization
awarded an academic scholarship.
This year’s recipient was Olivia Williams.
More than a program just for children, “Suburban Balance has evolved
into an organization that serves the
entire family,” says Walker, who serves
as the organization’s president.
Recent adult programs have
included a men’s networking forum
Common Denominator and for
women, a half-day self-care seminar
that focused on “feeling and being
your best. The feel-good event
included enjoying healthy smoothies
and making essential oils and sugar
and salt scrubs.
Suburban Balance also sponsored
an Equity in Education Community Forum Lee Summit R-7 parents featuring
Supt. Dennis Carpenter. The goal of
the forum was “to inform and develop
a plan of action and discuss solutions
around the issue of equity of education in the R-7 District.
The club isn’t afraid to take on the
tough issues. In addition to equity in
education, the organization will kick
off 2019 with a program on suicide
and mental health.
The club is sponsoring a free

community forum, open to the public:
“S.W.A.T: Suicide Won’t Attach This,”
on Sat., Jan. 26, 11 a.m. at Memorial
Church International, 11424 Hickman
Mills Drive, KCMO. Mental health advocates, medical experts, social workers, counselors, doctors, therapist and
psychologist will help attendees “get
out front on addressing mental illness
and the stigma surrounding it.”
This forum will educate attendees
on the warning signs and symptoms of
mental illness and provide them with
the tools and resources needed to
help their family or to help someone
else. Everyone is invited.
The SWAT forum is being held in
partnership with Suburban Balance
members, Pastor James and Robbin
Roustic of Abundant Life and Bishop
Larry B. Aiken and Pastor Olivia CQ
Aiken of Memorial Church International.
For Suburban Balance Book Club
Members in K-5, a February program
is planned featuring local children
book authors. This Black History
Month Program will provide members
of the Suburban Balance Girls and
Boys Book Club an opportunity to
read and support authors of color.
To learn how you can be a part
of this family organization with a
membership of 250 families, inbox
Suburban Balance via Facebook. 

Phi Delta Kappa Members Explore Becoming Published Authors at Teach-A-Rama

Squires.

answer session, it was amazing to find
how many stories the attendees had
to share.
“Write your own books and
make your own money,” Dr. Squired
quipped.
Everyone left believing that their
day will come.
The program chairperson was Edith
Vaughn, 1st Anti-Basileus. Members of
the Teach-a-Rama planning committee were Rosalind Morgan, Rochelle
Slaughter, and Daisy Young. Monica
Nance, is Basileus of Alpha Alpha
Chapter. Alpha Alpha’s sister chapter,
Gamma Beta from Kansas City, KS, was
also in attendance. 
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ing each other become published
Beyond sharing about her 13 selfabout the role mentoring played in
authors. The presenter was Dr.
published books, Dr. Squires, shared her success, and how mentoring can
Gwendolyn
help others.
Squires,
Mentoring comes
a former
from accountability and
elementrust, said Squires. “You
tary/middle
must establish relationschool prinship goals”
cipal who is
She shared how her
now a writer,
mentor, Laverne Jones,
best-selling
helped her fulfill her
author,
dream of becoming a
consultant,
published author. She
and owner of
also shared five steps on
Gwendolyn
how to write and publish
Members of Alpha Alpha Chapter, KCMO, and Gamma Beta Chapter,
Tea Time
a book.
(KCK) of Phi Delta Kappa Sorority, Inc., gathered for a photo after their
Publishing.
Through the question and
Teach-a-Rama brunch. Also picture is the presenter, Dr. Gwendolyn

|

“M

entoring Matters: The
Write to Read” was the
theme for the Alpha Alpha Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc.’s
annual Teach-a-Rama Luncheon. The
event, which included a luncheon buffet, was held at the Blue Moose, 1134
Holmes Rd., in Kansas City, MO.
Phi Delta Kappa Sorority members
are dedicated teachers and career
educators. The annual Teach-a-Rama
is designed to acquaint, sorority
members, parents, students, and the
community with various aspects and
issues in education.
This year’s theme focused on the
importance of mentoring and help-
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he benefits of growing up in
the suburbs are numerous.
There’s higher student achievement, lower crime rates, and lots of
amenities. But if you’re a Black child
growing up in the “burbs” there can
also be a lot missing: connections to
your culture, few friends of color and
let’s not forget that sense of just not
fitting in.
Six years ago, La Shawn Walker,
a Lee’s Summit resident and
mother of one
son, felt strongly
enough about the
impact the “cons”
of growing up in
the suburbs were
having on her child
that she decided to
take action. She
formed the club
Suburban Balance
to help fill the
important gap of
cultural exposure
she knew plagued
many suburban Black families.
Today, Suburban Balance is a
membership organization serving
almost 250 families in the Kansas
City suburbs of Jackson and Johnson

County. These are parents dedicated
to providing a well-balanced, wellrounded lifestyle for their children,
nurturing their talents, supporting
their academic achievements and encouraging a spirit of service to others.
Through Suburban Balance, youth
members come together to learn
about their culture and have fun while
doing so. They network, bond and
build long-term friendships. There’s
programming for boys and girls, high
school, middle and elementary students. Students can also participate in
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Former Rapper Serves Students at KCKCC for Success
By Gary Enrique Bradley-Kopez
The Community Voice

KANSAS CITY

I

nside Kansas City Kansas Community College is a hidden jewel called
Fringe Benefits of Education, led
by rapper, activist, and mentor Roger
Suggs, also known as Vigalantee.
With the help of the college’s administration, Suggs created FBOE in 2007
as a way to engage and connect AfricanAmerican students to the college, and
ultimately their education.
His goal was “to recruit Black students and retain them” said Suggs, “I
wanted to give students who looked like
me something I wish I had.”
FBOE, with the leadership of Suggs
has created an atmosphere that engages
students in a non-traditional method of
education, “bringing the HBCU to the
community college,” said Suggs.
FBOE has been a success at KCKCC
for two reasons: its programming and
its leader.
A creative leader, Suggs has introduced a variety of programs on cam-

pus, including: Operation Retention,
Mr. and Mrs. Metoo, and T.R.U.T.H.
(The Reason You Try Harder)
as motivational platforms
for the students. FBOE has
also hosted national leaders:
including Civil Rights activist
Alvin Sykes, economist Boyce
Watkins and actor Isaiah
Washington.
Beyond programming,
Suggs plays the role of
motivator and mentor for
students, often helping to get
them through some of life’s
adversities and challenges.
Suggs has literally saved
students. It’s his passion and
a responsibility he doesn’t
take lightly.
“The first year I created
this program, a student was
killed. It’s something I wish
I could’ve stopped,” he
confessed.
He may have lost that
one, but it’s nothing to see
him use little more than his

words and connection with students
to de-escalate situations that have the

potential for getting out of control.
Aliyah Shaw KCKCC student senate
president and FBOE
member said the
program works
because it meets
students where
they are. Instead
of forcing students
to conform to the
traditional educa-

(Top) Fringe Benefits of
Educating (FB0E) students pose with their
TRUTH hoodies on.
TRUTH, a motivating
acronym for the organization stands for The
Reason You Try Harder.
(Above) Roger Suggs
AKA Vigilantee founded
FBOE at KCKCC.

tion model, FBOE caters to who the
students are.
Suggs agrees. “Nobody cared about
the hood,” he said, “there was a
college campus in Kansas City, Kansas,
but many students from the northeast
had never even been on the campus.”
FBOE has not only been successful at recruiting and retaining those
students, but it’s also graduating them.
The programs chill factor has also
helped the program attract and serve
an even more diverse mix of students.
FBOE Thursday night meetings are
also extremely popular, possibly
because they’re known for providing,
often cash strapped students, a muchneeded meal.
“Every time we go to a meeting,
he asks us to state our goals, which
makes our dreams more tangible,”
said Shaw.
“I see great potential in these
students,” he said, “all I want is to
see multiple success stories when
they are done with FBOE and graduate college.” 
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LEARN TO EARN ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR
SPRING PROGRAM
Learn to Earn, a 20-year-old program that
helps youth learn the principles and skills to
work well with others, interface with authority
and co-workers and resolve conflicts, is accepting applications for its spring program. The
after-school program will run Feb. 13 – May 15.
Students learn, but they also earn a small stipend
for successfully completing the program.
The program, administered by the Historic
Northeast Midtown Association, Inc., targets
youth ages 12 to 16. Attendance, punctuality,
and accountability for one’s behavior and social
etiquette are expected from all participants.
If you, or someone you know, are interested
in applying for the program, they can submit an
application online, or download an application
at https://www.northeastkck.org/kck-youthprogramming/ The deadline for receipt of
applications is Jan. 25.

GREYHOUND BUS LINE
LAUNCHES KC SERVICE
Kansas City residents now have a new transit
travel option. Greyhound Lines has launched

daily bus service from KCMO to Salina and back.
The bus will also make a stop on the K-State
campus in Manhattan.
From Salina, riders can connect to Wichita,
Denver and all points West. From the KCMO
station, riders can transfer to any Greyhound
location across the country. The buses will depart KCK from the Transit Center, 47th St. Transit
Center, 849 47th St., KCK.
“Greyhound’s inclusion into KCK will result
in an additional mobility option for the residents
of Wyandotte County,” said Unified Government
Transit Director Justus Welker. “Greyhound
offers an economical fare and convenient onboard amenities that result in convenient and
comfortable travel. Greyhound will allow our
residents the opportunity to explore destinations
beyond the Kansas City Metro area.”

STAY STRONG, STAY HEALTHY
SESSIONS TO BEGIN IN MARCH
Eight-week Stay Strong, Stay Healthy sessions
will begin March 5. This is an outstanding
exercise program for older adults that targets
strength, balance, and flexibility. Level 1 sessions
are from 11 a.m. to Noon. Those who have
completed Level 1 can attend Level 2 from 1 to 2

p.m. The sessions on Tuesday and Thursday are
led by trained university extension faculty. The
fee for the 8-week session is $20. Sessions are
held at the K-State Extension, 1216 N. 79th St.,
KCK.
For more information and registration, call KState Research and Extension, Wyandotte County,
Lori Wuellner (913) 299-9300 ext. 107, or
e-mail lwuellne@ksu.edu. You can also contact
Jo McLeland ext. 100, jo1@ksu.edu.

KCC APPROVES SETTLEMENT
AGREEMENT LOWERING RATES
FOR KCP&L CUSTOMERS
The Kansas Corporation Commission approved a settlement agreement that will cut electric rates for Kansas City Power & Light (KCP&L)
customers by $10.7 million dollars annually as
well as provide $36.9 million in bill credits.
The $10.7 million rate decrease took effect
on December 20, 2018. The average residential customer will save approximately $.40
per month or $4.80 per year. Included in that
decrease are $7.5 million in savings realized
from the company’s merger with Westar Energy
earlier this year.
The bill credits, of approximately $100 per

customer, will begin in March 2019. The bill
credits are the result of tax savings from the
Federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA).
KCP&L filed an application for rate review on
May 1, 2018, requesting a 4.5% rate increase
totaling $32.9 million, including property tax rebasing. As a result of the Commission’s approval
of the merger of KCP&L’s parent company, Great
Plains Energy, with Westar Energy in May, the requested increase was reduced to $22.6 million.
In October, the company reached a unanimous
settlement agreement with KCC Staff, the Citizens
Utility Ratepayer Board and other interveners in
the case resulting in a 0.68% rate decrease.
Other components of today’s order include
the establishment of a procedure for evaluating
a possible rate class for schools, the implementation of a three-part rate plan for residential
distributed generation (DG) customers, and two
optional pilot programs: time of use and residential demand.
In issuing today’s decision, the Commission
found the settlement agreement to be in the
public interest and that it will result in nondiscriminatory, just and reasonable rates that will
enable KCP&L to continue to provide sufficient
and efficient service. 

Kansas Settles First State Mistaken Conviction Lawsuit Eggleston New USD 11

T

he attorney general’s office has
wrongfully imprisoned people access
parking lot in Roeland Park. The thief
resolved the first lawsuit filed
to health care, education and housing
only managed to grab the victim’s
under a new mistaken-convicassistance, as well as a certificate of
cellphone.
tion statute enacted by the legislature
innocence.
Jones bore a striking resemblance
in 2018. In Dec. Attorney General
Jones’ conviction was based entirely to another man, whom Jones’ lawyers
Derek Schmidt reached an agreed
on eyewitness identification, which is
later proved was almost certainly the
resolution of a lawsuit filed in August
notoriously unreliable. He was picked perpetrator.
by Richard Jones. In 2000, Jones
out of a photo lineup three months
Tamara Scherer, the victim of the
was convicted in Johnson County and
after an attempted purse snatching
robbery, testified at Jones’ trial that
imprisoned for an aggravated robbery on May 31, 1999, at the Walmart
Jones was the perpetrator. But she
he did not commit. His
later signed a sworn affidavit stating
conviction was vacated
that if she were presented with
and charges against him
photographs of Jones and the other
dismissed in 2017. He
man, she probably would not have
spent nearly 17 years in
been able to tell the difference.
prison for the crime he
Johnson County District Judge
didn’t commit, and under
Kevin Moriarty ordered Jones’
the new law, he’s getting
release after students and faculty
$1.1 million from the state
working on a post-conviction projof Kansas.
ect at the University of Kansas Law
Under the mistakenSchool, which had taken up his
conviction law, exonerated
case, presented evidence showprisoners are eligible for
ing he was wrongly identified in
$65,000 for each year
the lineup. The Kansas City-based
spent in prison on a
Midwest Innocence Project also
false conviction. They get
assisted in the case.
another $25,000 for each
Two other lawsuits under the
In a cas of mistaken identity, Richard Jones (R) spent new mistaken-conviction statute
year serving parole or
17 years in jail for the most likely crime committed by have been filed by other individuals.
listed on the registry for
Ricky (L) The state of Kansas has agreed to pay him
sex offenders.
Those lawsuits remain pending in
$1.1 Million under a new Kansas Law.
The law also gives
Sedgwick and Shawnee Counties. 

PLOT
from page 6

citizenship to register to vote. Thanks
to rulings on a number of lawsuits,
many of them filed by the American
Civil Liberties Union, some of the
measures of the SAFE Act have been
ruled illegal, including the proof of
citizenship requirement.
Bills have been introduced each
year on many of the measures, with
some items even making it to the

floor for a vote. Last year, Medicaid
Expansion passed both the House and
the Senate but was vetoed by then Gov.
Sam Brownback.
Gooch says she’s pleased with positive progress on all of the issues put
forth by the Council.
“Each year, we continue to see
legislation introduced on many of our
issues, and even floor votes on some

of the issues,” says Gooch. “We don’t
always get the results we want, but we
recognize how important it is to keep
our issues in limelight.”
Gov. Laura Kelly offered encouragement to KBLC, “continue to bring
it (our issues) back, time and time
again,” said Kelly “YOU shouldn’t give
up.”
As proof, she brought up Scruffy’s

WHO FIRED THE SHOT

WHY PEPPER GOT INVOLVED
Peppers said like most people, he
believed the official story and only
went to speak with Ray at the encouragement of Ralph Abernathy, who
remained unsatisfied with the official
account of the shooting
This was a full ten years after King’s
murder. He said that after a five

Eggleston

of Education where he headed
up a team assigned to assist 18
struggling school systems, with the
aim of preventing the state’s forced
intervention. 

hour interview, he and everyone in
the room were convinced Lee didn’t
murder King. After that, he began
digging further.
Yes, Ray did plead guilty to the
murder, something he quickly
recanted. He stuck by his innocence
even when asked on his death bed by
Martin Luther King III.

KING FAMILY FINDS CLOSURE
Are we talking crooks and crazies
here? Believe what you like, but “the
King family is happy that they have
closure,” said Pepper. 

bill, an animal abuse bill Sen. David
Haley worked on for years.
“Year after year he brought the bill
back until he finally got it passed,”
said Kelly.
Gooch agreed, “We find a need to
vary our lost a little year to year, but
you can bet we’re going to continue to
work on these core issues until we get
them passed,” said Gooch. 
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of the order, the question, “have you
been convicted of a crime,” has been
removed from the state’s job applications.
The initial KBLC platform called
for the repeal of the Kansas Safe Act,
including both the requirement to
provide an ID to vote and the proof of

particular rifle that had been brought
in four or five days earlier by a member of the fire department. On the day
of the assassination, Strausser spent
the whole day practicing with it.

Another shocking reveal in “The

Plot to Kill King” is a 2003 deposition from Lenny B. Curtis, who was
a custodian at the Memphis Police
Department rifle range. Only after his
death in 2013 did Pepper reveal what
he shared.
Curtis identified the shooter as
police officer Frank Strausser. Curtis
said to Pepper, he heard Strausser say
four or five months before the assassination that “somebody was going
to…. blow his mother f-ing brains
out.” He also described that Strausser
had practiced in the rifle range with a

said she looked back over her shoulder as she was leaving the room and
saw that the breathing tube had been
removed from King and that Bland
was holding a pillow over his head.
Ron Adkins helped confirm this
story. Ron, who was 16 at the time
of the murder, remembered hearing
Breen Bland say to his father, “If he’s
not killed by the shot, just make sure
he gets to St. Joseph Hospital, and
we’ll make sure he doesn’t leave.”

school district when the state was
forced to step in citing deficiencies
in fiscal procedures, transportation systems, student academic
achievement, and their graduation
rate. Following that assignment, he
returned to the State Department

|

AGENDA
from page 8

D

r. Reginald Eggleston will
be the new Superintendent
of Schools for the Geary
County USD 475 District. He will
begin with an interim contract on
April 15, followed by a two-year
contract that begins July 1, the start
of the district’s new fiscal
year. His annual salary
will be $185,000 plus
fringe benefits.
Board President Tom
Brungardts said he liked
Eggleston’s military association, which will be
useful in a district where
60% of the students have
some association with
the military. Eggleston is
a Lieutenant Colonel in
the Army Reserve.
Eggleston, who
currently resides in
Alabama, has worked as an intervention specialist helping to turn
around troubled districts. He was
assigned on an interim basis to
help turn around the Montgomery

JAN. 10, 2019

Breen Bland entering the emergency
room with two men in suits. Seeing
doctors working on King, Bland commanded, “Stop working on the
[N-word] and let him die! Now all of
you get out of here, right now. Everybody get out.”
Johnton Shelby says his mother
described hearing the sound of the
three men sucking up saliva into their
mouths and then spitting. Lula Mae

475 Superintendent
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National Theme: Humanity Tied in a Single Garment of Destiny

T

KING HOLIDAY

he phrases “inescapable network of mutuality”
and “single garment of destiny,” as well as the
corresponding theme of interdependence, appeared
many times in King’s writing and speeches. How appropriate,
in a growing era of divisiveness and intolerance, for the King

WICHITA
Fri., Jan. 18, 2019
5th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
7 p.m. - Free
Calvary Baptist Church – 2653 N.
Hillside
Keynote Speaker, Rev. Robert
Johnson, pastor at St. Mark United
Methodist Church. Presented by
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Sat., Jan. 19, 2019
MLK Breakfast & Parade
Breakfast 7-8:30 a.m.
MLK Parade - Lineup – 9:30 a.m.
MLK Parade – 10 a.m.
Christian Faith Centre, 1130 S.
Broadway – Route North on Broadway to Douglas – destination Chester
I Lewis Reflection Park

Center to select this passage as a theme for the 2019 King
Holiday celebration.
We’re all in this together, and the impact on you has an
impact on me.
The theme is even more relevant as Americans live daily

from a wide range of musical styles
including choral, jazz, gospel and
spirituals. Remarks: BY Gov. Elect of
Kansas Laura Kelly. Special Performances: Mr. Roy Moye III, Ms. Sheila
Kinnard, Proverbs 21 Dance Ministry

Mon., Jan 21, 2019
Heroes & Sheroes Breakfast
7:30 a.m. - $30
St. James Episcopal Church – 3750
E. Douglas
For tickets contact 316 685-0453,
316 681-0544 or scran50452@cox.
net. Sponsored by ARISE Inc.

Mon., Jan. 21, 2019
2019 Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day Worship Celebration
12 Noon - Free
WSU Metroplex - 5015 East 29th

2019

| JAN. 10,
THE COMMUNITY VOICE

Topeka events presented by
Living The Dream, Inc.

2424 SE California
Area high school drum lines will
be showcasing their performances.

Sun., Jan. 13

Tue., Jan 15

TOPEKA

Unity in the Community
4 p.m. - Free
New Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church – 2801 SE Indiana
Kick-off musical includes Gospel
rapper LeVar “Boy Big” Fletcher.

Mon., Jan 14
Drum Line Showcase
7 p.m. - Cost: $2 or 2 can goods
Highland Park High School Gym –

13th Annual Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Poetry Competition
6:30 p.m. - Free
Antioch Family Life Center – 1921 SE
Indiana
Competition for students in grades
5-12. Reception will follow the
program.

Fri., Jan 18
Community Leadership Lun-

E

Thu., Jan 17
Winans

Greater Wichita Ministerial League presents
Special Guest: Bishop
Marvin Winans, Senior
Pastor, Perfecting
Church, Detroit MI and
award winning National
Gospel artist.

Mon., Jan 21
Martin Luther King
Jr. Day of Service
Century II, Bob Brown
Expo Hall, 225 W.
Douglas Ave.
8 a.m.-noon -Free.
Volunteers 10 and
Lincoln University Vocal Ensemble
older will frame the
ers, including Governor-elect Laura
walls of two Wichita Habitat for
Kelly. The Lincoln University Vocal
Humanity homes. Pre-register at
Ensemble “LUVE” a nationally rechttps://bit.ly/2rvmay. tahabitat.org
ognized HBCU ensemble performing

cheon
11:30 a.m. - $25
Ramada Hotel & Convention Center –
420 SE Sixth St.
Luncheon speaker, Michael
Toombs, Ex. Dir., The Storytellers, KCMO. Corporate leaders will
be recognized. For tickets email:
ltdleadershipluncheon@gmail.com

Sat. Jan 19
Scholarship & Awards Banquet
6 p.m. - $50
Ramada Hotel & Convention Center –
420 SE Sixth St.
Ms. Joanne Bland, the co-founder

Gov.-Elect Kelly and Lt. Gov.-Elect Rogers Announce King Schedule
mphasizing the importance of giving back to local
communities, Gov.-elect Laura Kelly and Lt. Govelect Lynn Rogers will hold a day of service and
community celebrations across the state of Kansas on Jan.
12 as part of the Kelly Rogers Inaugural 2019 festivities
Volunteers from each community will be organizing
these free events for the public, which will include a cel-

Sat., Jan. 19, 2019
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Celebration
6 - 8 p.m. - $5.
Chapel Hill United Methodist Church
- 1550 N. Chapel Hill
The Kansas African American
Museum celebration will include
performances local and regional
groups and remarks from local lead-

under the leadership of a narcissistic president who, typical
of the personality disorder, continues to project an inflated
sense of his own importance, a deep need for excessive
attention and admiration, and a lack of empathy for others.
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.

Governor’s MLK March &
Celebration
Kansas State Capitol, Topeka
Noon - Free
Parade: lineup- south steps of Capitol
Program – 1st Floor Capitol rotunda
Premiere viewing of Brown V Board
mural. Theme “Intelligence and
Character: That is the goal of true
education” MLK, Jr.

ebration, community service project of their choice, and
a screening of a new short film about Kansas by director,
screenwriter and KU professor Kevin Willmott.
The events are sponsored by the Kelly Rogers Inaugural
2019 Committee. Other events will be added throughout
the week. For more information, contact Inaugural team
at community@laurakellyforkansas.com.

sion on Food Insecurities – 12 Noon
– 420 N Main
Salina – Day of Service – Ad Astra
Book & Coffee House – 141 N Santa
Fe
Garden City – benefit coffee in
support of 3 organizations – Patrick
Dugan’s Coffee Shop – 301 N. Main
Lawrence – supply drive for Willow
Domestic Violence Center – Boulevard Grilll @ Doubletree – 200
McDonald

Day of Service Activities
Jan 12

Jan 13

Wichita – Kansas Food Bank-Cargill
Cares Complex – 1919 E. Douglas
• Food Drive – Advance Learning
Library – 711 W 2nd
Topeka – drop off food donations at
1949 NW Topeka; 2601 SW 6th; 3627
SE 29 and 5350 SW 17th
• Harvesters Repackaging donated
items – 215 SE Quincy
Overland Park – Clothing Drive
– Johnson County Democrats – 8971
W 75th
Hutchinson – Community Discus-

Drive – 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. – Richard
Allen Cultural Center – 412 Kiowa
Jan 12

Leavenworth – Food & Clothing

Wichita – Kansas Food Bank-Cargill
Cares Complex – 1919 E. Douglas,10
a.m. - Noon.
• Food Drive – Advance Learning
Library – 711 W 2nd, 1-3 p.m.
Topeka – Food drive, thru Jan. 12.
drop off food donations at 1949 NW
Topeka; 2601 SW 6th; 3627 SE 29
and 5350 SW 17th. Collected items

will go to Let’s Help and Doorstep.
• Harvesters Repackaging donated items – 215 SE Quincy, Noon
- 1-6p.m.
Overland Park – Clothing Drive –
Johnson County Democrats – 8971 W
75th, Noon - 6 p.m.
Hutchinson – Community Discussion on Food Insecurities – 12 Noon
– 420 N Main, Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Salina – Day of Service – Ad Astra
Book & Coffee House – 141 N Santa
Fe, 3 p.m.
Garden City – Benefit coffee in
support of 3 organizations – Patrick
Dugan’s Coffee Shop – 301 N. Main
Lawrence – Supply drive for
Willow Domestic Violence Center –
Boulevard Grilll @ Doubletree – 200
McDonald Dr., Jan. 12, 10 a.m. 0
Midnight.

Jan 13
Leavenworth – Food & Clothing

Drive – 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. – Richard
Allen Cultural Center – 412 Kiowa

Guest speaker: Robert Smith, Jr.
Ph.D. Professor of Preaching,
Sanford University. 30 graduating
seniors will receive the Rev. C.E.
Taylor scholarship.

KANSAS CITY, MO & AREA

Sat. Jan 12

The drumline showcase is a popular Topeka King holiday event. It’s held on
Mon., Jan 14 in Highland Park High School gymnasium.

of The National Voting Rights Museum, Selma, AL is the keynote banquet speaker. High school senior’s
scholarship and community awards
recipients will be recognized.

Mon., Jan 21
Dr. MLK Holiday & Day of
Community Service
10 a.m. - Free
Brown National Historic Site –
1515 SE Monroe
Student Recognition and awards
program. Winners of the MLK ark,
essay and poetry competition will be
recognized. Winning artwork will be
displayed through Jan. 31.

JUNCTION CITY

MLK Commemoration Service
10 a.m. - Free
C L Hoover Opera House, 135 W 7th
Guest Speaker, Tre Walker, a motivational speaker for youth. There will
also be a 60-voice Children’s Choir.
The is “Rise Up: Legacy” Special
recognition will honor the life of Ruby
Stevens’ legacy of education, activism
and family. Community March to follow immediately afterward

Sun., Jan 13

KANSAS CITY, KS. & AREA

Tue., Jan 15

Sun., Jan. 20

Rev. Nelson “Fuzzy” Thompson
Community Luncheon
12 Noon - $75
Downtown Marriott – 200 W. 12th
The President’s award will be pre
sented to Bishop Mark C. Tolbert.

Annual MLK Celebration
3-5 p.m. - Free
Olathe Conference Center - 10401 S.
Ridgeview Road, Olathe, KS
Join the Olathe Human Relations
Commission to celebrate the legacy;
keynote speaker Bob Kendrick, president of the Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum; featuring visual artwork,
essays, along with multimedia awards
for local students,, K-10.

Interfaith Service
3:30 p.m. - Free
Community Christian Church – 4601
Main St.
The keynote speaker will be Rev.
Teresa Hord Owens. Rev. Owens is the
first African-American to be elected
as the General Minister and President
of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in the US and Canada.

Mon., Jan 21
35th MLK, Jr. Holiday
11 a.m. - Can goods/donation
Reardon Center - 520 Minnesota Ave,
KCKS

5th Annual Chancellor’s Martin
Luther King, Jr. Scholarship
Luncheon
11 a.m. - $85
Marriott Downtown – 200 W 12th.,
Metropolitan Community College
Foundation presents featured speaker
Kevin Willmott who co-wrote the
movie “BlacKkKlansman.” Wilmott is
a professor of film and media studies
at the University of Kansas. Also in
attendance will be Ron Stallworth, the
Black detective who the film is based
on
City-Wide Community Forum &
Panel
3:30 p.m. - Free
The Palestine Missionary Baptist
Church – 3619 E. 35th
Forum topic is: ``Mkaoving from
Mass Incarceration to Mass Mobilization: African American Men Rising!’’

Willmott

Stallworth

Mon., Jan. 21, 2019
Prayer Breakfast
8 a.m. - $10
Four Points by Sheraton -530 Richards
Drive
Speaker: Dr. David L. Griffin Sr.,
Former Assistant Dean, College of
Education and Director of the Center
for Student and Professional Services,
Kansas State University
Topic: Responding to the Dream

Fri., Jan. 18

Mon., Jan 21

Sat., Jan 19
27th Johnson County Martin
Luther King, Jr. Celebration a
2 p.m. - Free
Blue Valley West High School – 16200
Antioch Rd, Overland Park
Guest Speaker: Darryl Burton,
founder, Miracle of Innocence, In. Mr.
Burton spent 24 years in prison for a
crime he did not commit. Sponsored
by Johnson County NAACP

Black Achievers Reception and
Awards Dinner
6 p.m. - $75
Federal Reserve Bank – 1 Memorial
Drive
15 Black Achievers will be inducted
into the Black Achievers Society.

MLK Jr. Community Celebration
4:00- 6:00 p.m.
Peace Memorial Auditorium - 1101
Poyntz Avenue
Speaker: Corey Williamson, Executive Director, Kansas State University
Student Union

6 p.m. - Free
Community Mass Celebration
The Palestine Missionary Baptist
Church – 3619 E. 35th
Keynote speaker will be Representative Karen Bass. The Legacy Award will
be presented to Ms. Rosemary S. Lowe
for her leadership in a life of service to
the community.

ATLANTA
KING CENTER
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Tues., Jan. 15
2019 King Holiday
Observance Kickoff
9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. - Free
The King Center, Freedom Hall
This kick-off reception as
serves to presesnt the Dream
Forward Community Service
Awards will be presented in
the following categories: Social
Justice, Media, Faith, Elected
Official and Environmental
Responsibility.

Mon., Jan 21
The Martin Luther King, Jr.
Annual Commemorative
Service
10 a.m
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 101
Jackson St. N.E.
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Annual Commemorative Service is
the hallmark of the King Holiday
Observance. Bryan Stevenson,
founder and Executive Director
of the Equal Justice Initiative, will
deliver the keynote speech at this
ecumenical service.

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

Mon., Jan. 21

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Receptiom
4:30 - 5:30 P.M.
Cosmosphere Lobby
Community reception in honor of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Enjoy performances from local
musicians and dancers as well as hear
from a special guest speaker. Light
refreshments will be served.

Thu., Jan 17

13
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Guest Speaker, Pastor Desmond Lamb
and choir, 4th Grove Baptist Church,
Kansas City, KS. Praise dancers, One
Voice MLK Ensemble

Mon., Jan. 21, 2019

35th Annual Northland Martin Luther King Jr. Community
Celebration
10 a.m. - Free
Gano Chapel, William Jewell College,
500 College Hill, Liberty.
William Jewell College brings back
alumnus Lila Tolson (class 07) aas
keynote speaker. Tolson is ann assistant Attorney General, for the state
of New York.

Sat., Jan. 19

JAN. 10, 2019

Sun., Jan. 20, 2019
Gospel Celebration
2nd Street Missionary Baptist
Church - 701 W 10th St
3:30 p.m. - Free

HUTCHINSON

Gospel Artist Tribute
7 p.m.,
GEM Theater – 1615 E 18th
Cost: $20
Featuring performances by: Millie
Edwards Nottingham, Doriel Demps,
Teresa McClendon, Genetter Bradley,
Mia Ramsey and Quez.

Wed., Jan. 16

MANHATTAN

KING HOLIDAY

Unless otherwise noted, all
KCMO events are sponsored by
the Kansas City Chapter of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Council

The Community Service award will be
awarded to Kansas City Star Breaking
News reporter, Glenn Rice. (Online at
www.sclckc.org)

Wichita News
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Black Women’s Issues to be a Focus of Wichita March

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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W

ichita women will have a
Kamela Eaton, Wichita State University Keeper of the Plains and proceed to
chance to demonstrate in
Muslim Association President Amena
City Hall, where there will be speaksolidarity with others around Elamin, Helena Popejoy, Renee
ers, live music, networking with orgathe world later this month at the city’s Duxler, Teresa Rupp, Luisa Taylor,
nizations, voter registration and more.
third annual Women’s March.
Guadalupe Magdaleno, Katie Knutter,
Signs and banners are welcome.
Wichita organizers
say they have made
getting Black women
involved a priority.
“We have been
deserted in the past,
and this time we
wanted to put Black
women’s issues
front and center,”
planning committee
member Mary Dean
This will be the third year for the women’s march. The first march, in 2017, was a heavy
said.
protest of Pres. Donald Trump and was held just days after his inauguration.
The event will run
1 to 3 p.m. Sat., Jan. 19 downtown,
and Theresa Doan.
“We want to enhance the leaderand is sponsored by the Women’s
Dean says Hispanic, Asian, Indian,
ship role of women and to support
March-Air Capital and the League of
Native American and LGBTQ women
the ongoing work and collaboration
Women Voters-Wichita Metro.
will be involved.
with other organizations in focusing
It coincides with Women’s March on women's issues such as equal
events in
pay, domestic violence, immigration,
many other
foster care, sexual assault, racial
cities and
profiling, police brutality, and reprocountries.
ductive and mental health,” Women’s
The main
March-Air Capital founder Brandi
Women’s
Calvert said in a statement.
DeShazer
Eaton
March will
Dean says Wichita has historically
Magdaleno
take place
been an agent of social change, with
on the Naevents such as the 1958 Dockum
tional Mall in
Drugstore Sit-In contributing to the
Washington,
Civil Rights movement.
D.C. Kansas
“We want to be agents of change,”
City
will
also
Dean
said. “Unless we come together,
Duxler
Vann
Elamin
host a march, we can’t do it.”
Speakers will include Dr. Michelle
at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 19, from Brookside
Several thousand women have atVann, local NAACP board member
Park to Swope Park.
tended the past marches. 
LaWanda DeShazer, mural artist
The Wichita march will start at the

Wichita Briefs
YMCA ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2019 YOUTH
JOB PREP PROGRAM
Youth ages 15-17 can acquire needed training and certifications for attaining
a job in the Y’s free Job Prep program for youth age 15-17. Participants will
learn first aid and CPR along with how to fill out a job application, manage your
money, dress for success, and become a valuable employee.
Participants who complete the course requirements may be eligible for a
part/-time summer job.
The 12-week training program begins the week of Feb. 4 and meets two
hours, once a week at the Downtown YMCA. Participants can enroll in one
class time: Monday, 5 – 7 p.m. or 7 to 9 p.m., or Tues., Wed., Thurs from 5-7
p.m.
To participate in the program, applicants must schedule and attend an
in-person enrollment meeting before Tues., Jan. 22. Proof of income must be
provided. For more information on income verification and to schedule an
interview contact Tyrone Baker, 316-776-8172.

CITY OF WICHITA TO TAKE REAL
LOOK AT RACIAL HEALING

Wichitans are invited to come together across racial lines to discuss Racial
Equity and Leadership (REAL) in our City on Tues., Jan. 22, a national day
dedicated to racial healing. Wichita’s event will be held at the Mid-America AllIndian Center, 650 N. Seneca, from 6 to 8 p.m.
The evening includes conversation and experience sharing, cultural performances, music, poetry and art. The mission of the event is to help strengthen
local leaders’ knowledge and capacity to eliminate racial disparities, heal racial
divisions, and build a more equitable community.
For more information go to Wichita.gov/real.

SIX-WEEK HEALTHY COOKING MADE EASIER
WORKSHOPS BEGINNING THIS MONTH

A free six-week hands-on cooking class for adults who are either pregnant
women, parents or caregivers of kids, begin this month at two area locations.
Each week, participants will: receive free take-home groceries to try new
recipes, learn about meal planning & budgeting and how to incorporate more
fruits, vegetables and whole grains into their meals. There will also be handson cooking and tasting of nutritious dinner ideas and a grocery store tour to
learn more about affordable, healthy foods.
A Monday evening class begins at Child Start, 1002 S. Oliver on Jan. 14. A
Wednesday evening class at the downtown YMCA, 402 N. Market gets underway
on Jan. 16. A second class at the downtown Y on Thursdays begins Feb. 7. The
downtown Y classes offer free childcare.
Space is limited for each class. To register contact Tammi at (316) 7768176 or tammi.krier@ymcawichita.org.

WICHITA BASEBALL IS NOW
TAKING NAME SUGGESTIONS

Minor League Baseball is returning to Wichita with the arrival of the Miami
Marlins’ Triple-A affiliate and will be playing in downtown Wichita for the
inaugural season in 2020. Now, the team is asking fans to provide team name
suggestions.
The team invites fans to suggest names, along with the reasons for those
names, online at https://www.milb.com/milb/forms/wichita-name-the-team.
Suggestions can be submitted through Mon., Jan. 21, and feedback will be
utilized in the process of selecting the team name. 

Old House Lead Paint Cleanup to Start
•AgrantfromtheU.S.Dept.ofHousingandUrbanDevelopment,will
fundthecleanup.

K

Hall said it’s estimated that
around 12,000 homes in the city
have lead-based paint that was
used prior to 1978, but the focus
of the Lead Safe Wichita program
will be on households with children under 6 who have tested for
elevated blood levels of lead.
The city will be working with
the Healthy Homes Program, the
Wichita-Sedgwick County Division of Health, the Kansas Health
Foundation, the Wichita Housing
Authority and the Kansas Safety
Training Center, Vice Mayor Bryan
Frye said.
The city will work with local
contractors who have appropriate
lead removal training and certifications, Frye said.
Nationwide, HUD hopes to target
6,500 low-income households with
significant lead and other health
hazards.
Residents with lead concerns
should call the Sedgwick Division
of Health at 316-660-7300.

“HOLLYWOOD’S GREATEST GAME SHOW”
COMING TO KANSAS STAR CASINO
Kansas Star Casino presents “Hollywood’s Greatest
Game Show,” an interactive extravaganza bringing the
nation’s top game shows to Kansas Star Arena on Sat.,
March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The live interactive game show combines versions
of “The Newlywed Game,” “Let's Make a Deal,” “Card
Sharks,” “Family Feud,” “Name That Tune,” “Love
Connection,” “Dealers Choice” and many other games
performed live on stage. During the show, audiences
will have a chance to win a share of the more than $10
million in cash and prizes. More than 40 contestants are
guaranteed to head home winners, and someone in the
audience has a chance to win a $1 million grand prize.
Tickets start at $15 and go on sale Sat., Jan. 12.

$1 MILLION GRANT WILL HELP MAINTAIN FREE SATURDAYS AT WAM
Long-time Wichita philanthropist Colby Sandlian has
gifted $1 million to the Wichita Community Foundation
to establish an endowed fund to benefit the Wichita Art
Museum in perpetuity.
The Colby Sandlian – WAM Art Access Fund at the
Wichita Community Foundation will provide an annual
grant distribution to WAM. Through the gift, all Saturday
visitors receive free general admission. Sandlian began

underwriting Free Saturdays in 2003. To guarantee the
continuation, the endowed fund at WCF was created in
late December 2018.
Patricia McDonnell, director of the Wichita Art
Museum, said Free Saturday accounts for nearly half of
WAM’s annual attendance.
WAM’s Saturday hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Additional
information about the Museum can be found at wichitaartmuseum.org.

WICHITA

ids and lead paint don’t
mix, and a number of older
homes in Wichita pose a
health risk to families because of
the paint.
A fix will soon be under way for
some of those homes thanks to a
$1.66 million federal grant to the
city.
The U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
awarded more than $139 million last month to 48 state and
local government agencies to
protect children and families from
lead-based paint and home health
hazards as part of the Federal
Action Plan to Reduce Childhood
Lead Exposure.
Wichita’s three-year grant will
be used to provide lead reduction
or elimination for 110 homes, said
the city’s director of housing, John
Hall.
Lead exposure can cause blood
disease, organ failure and mental
problems.
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U.S. CENSUS HIRING NATIONWIDE
The 2020 Census is interviewing now for field positions starting soon. They have a wide variety of positions
open requiring various levels of experience, training and
education from field agents to management professionals, from full-time to flexible part time and temporary
positions. For more information go to 2020census.gov/
jobs.

NEW EXERCISE CENTER INSTALLED
IN FAIRMOUNT PARK
No that new equipment in Fairmount Park isn’t a playground center for children. It’s a new exercise unit, with
multiple stations. The outdoor equipment is courtesy of
the city’s partnership with WSU Shocker Neighborhood
Coalition. 
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In a Tight Labor Market ‘Ghosting’ Has Made it Into the Workplace

H

ere today, gone tomorrow!
Or, similar to a ghost: Now
you see them, now you don’t!
It’s the concept behind a millennial
term that up until recently was used to
refer to one person disappearing from
a romantic relationship, whether in an
online app or after a few face-to-face
dates. (i.e, “we went out a few times,
and then he/she ghosted me.”)
Now the term has officially found its
way into the business lexicon. Ghosting’s mention in the Federal Reserve
District publication, the “Summary
of Commentary on Current Economic
Conditions,” comes with a helpful definition: "A situation in which a worker
stops coming to work without notice
and then is impossible to contact."
In dating, ghosting is often seen as
no big deal, and not considered terribly
rude unless the couple has spent a substantial amount of time with each other.
In business, it’s downright tacky.

However, in a perverse way, it's a
positive sign of a strong economy and a
strong labor market.
Employees just stop showing up, or
you hire someone and they never show.
With unemployment rates at a 50year low, ghosting is a growing trend in
the workplace. Employers should know
that it can happen at any time: after
a job interview, after a hiring, or even
after someone has started on the job.
The idea is that by disappearing,
both parties are spared the awkward
conversation about at least one half's
lack of interest.
According to The Washington Post's
Danielle Paquette, employers are
increasingly noticing that workers are
leaving their jobs by simply not showing
up and cutting off contact with their
companies.
According to The Post, experts are
blaming the uptick in workplace ghosting on the US labor market. Unemploy-

ment is at its lowest point in decades,
and there are more job openings than
there are people looking for jobs, emboldening workers to skip the awkward
conversations with their bosses and
move on to other opportunities.
"Why hassle with a boss and a bunch
of out-processing when literally everyone has been hiring?" Michael Hicks, a
labor economist, told The Post.
Predictably, experts on workplace
etiquette frown upon ghosting your
employers, as well as any other meanspirited method of resigning. It's a surefire way to burn bridges and tank your
reputation not just with your higher-ups,
but most likely any coworkers you
planned on keeping in touch with.
"Even colleagues who don't have
a stake in it are going to see that and
think, 'Wow, that's really unprofessional
— that person is so immature,'" Caroline Ceniza-Levine, a career coach with
SixFigureStart, told Business Insider's

Áine Cain.
When people quit their jobs without
notice, it's often a symptom of bad
communication between management
and employees, said Caleb Papineau, an
executive at the employee-survey firm
Tinypulse.
"Quitting a job abruptly is neither
good for the employee nor the employer," Papineau told Business Insider

in 2016. "Employees that feel unheard
and under-appreciated at times can feel
as if they have no choice but to leave
abruptly."
Instead, he recommended finding
time to talk to a manager rather than
make a hasty, emotional decision.
"Have a plan, be professional, and
don't burn bridges unless you have to,"
he said. 

How to Quit Your Job With Good Taste
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C

ongratulations!! You have your
ducks in order, and you’re ready
to quit your job.
Maybe you landed a great new gig,
or maybe you can’t wait to stick it to
him with your two weeks’ notice.
No matter what’s pushing you out
the door, there’s one last thing you
need to accomplish: leaving on good
terms.
Martina Daniels, a career expert
from Resumes Planet, explains why
leaving your job gracefully, and with
goodwill, is so important:
“You’ll no longer be part of this job,
but it’s part of your working history.
Future employers will call your previous boss or manager to get recommendations and opinions.
How do you ensure you’re
remembered as a popular and great
colleague?
RESIGN WITH GOOD GRACE
Different roles will have varying
notice periods. So before you hand
in your resignation, work backwards
from the date you need or want to
leave and make sure you give notice

in time.
Unless you really don’t think it’s
a wise idea, resignations are usually
better delivered face to face, then followed up with a properly constructed
resignation letter.
DON’T LEAVE LOOSE ENDS
Work hard to complete, as far as
possible, any current projects. If any
work isn’t finished by the time you
depart, ensure that you hand it over

properly, fully briefing your replacement on what they need to do and
leaving everything in good order.
DON’T BE TOO HONEST
Inevitably your boss and colleagues
will ask why you are leaving. If it’s
genuinely to embrace an exciting new
opportunity, take a career break or
embark on your own business adventure, then by all means tell them.
But if you are leaving because you’re

Try to avoid burning bridges. You never know when your paths will cross
again with former coworkers or bosses.

not happy in your current role, beware
of being too honest. While some
employers may welcome constructive
criticism and observations, others will
be offended. So honesty is not always
the best policy! If you are leaving
because you are unhappy, you may
want to create an alternative story for
leaving, to ensure you part on warm
terms.
DON’T BRAG ABOUT YOUR AMAZING
NEW JOB
Beware of bragging too much about
your new job. Yes your colleagues will
be pleased for you – but only to an
extent.
So by all means tell people what you
are doing – and be joyful about it – if
they ask. But just be careful not to tip
into bragging territory.
STICK TO YOUR DECISION
Your boss or colleagues may try to
talk you out of leaving. They could list
reasons why you’re better off staying,
try to diminish the choice you have
made, or even tempt you with an offer.
But be careful. If you had good

reasons for leaving, those reasons may
not change with more responsibility or
a higher salary.
And yes, there’s always risk with
trying something new – a new job
or starting a business – but unless
someone has a valid reason why you’ve
made a poor decision, you’ll regret not
taking that risk if you back out. Who
wants to wonder ‘what if?’
DON’T GET EMOTIONAL
Resist any temptation to share everything you’ve been keeping inside for
the last few years: to let people know
they didn’t give you credit for your
work, or that no one really likes them.
An emotional outburst, however satisfying it may feel in the moment, may well
come back to haunt you.
You never know when you’ll need a
reference, or will come across an excolleague or boss in future. It’s much
better to part on good terms – so
save your rants about how awful your
ex-colleagues or boss were for your
friends! 
- Micheal Gilmore, talentedladiesclub.com

Your Luck Finding a Job Depends on Location

I

f your new year’s resolution is to find a new job,
it’s a good time to be in the
job market. According to the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’
most recent jobs report, the
national unemployment rate

has fallen to an eighteen-year
low of 3.7 % while hiring is up.
College graduates, especially, will see a strong boost in
their job prospects. According
to the National Association
of Colleges and Employers,

T

he Heartland Black
Chamber of Commerce
will hold their first networking session of the year on
Fri., Jan. 25, 5:30 -8:30 p.m.,
at UMB Bank, 1010 Grand
Blvd, KC, MO. Registration
is $10.
Come network with the
Heartland board and chairpersons, tell them what you want,
customize your membership
and enroll in programs that
will fit your needs. Learn
from the committee chairs
about new Heartland pro-

grams: :Heartland Construction Contractors Program,
Heartland Young Professionals
and Entrepreneurs (HYPE),
Women Entrepreneurs and
Professionals (WEAP),
Community Action Network
(CAN), and Heartland Youth
Entrepreneur Program (YEP).
Hors d'oeuvres and light
cocktails will be served and
parking will be validated.
RSVP online at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/its-all-aboutyou-tell-us-what-you-wanttickets-54065347911. 

If you’re not looking to move
to far away from your Kansas
or Missouri roots, here’s how
some near by cities fared.
13. Denver, CO
50. Omaha, NE
106. St. Louis, MO
117. Tulsa, OK
121. Kansas City, MO
134. Oklahoma City, OK
147. Wichita, KS
Rankings for some other
popular destinations:
18. Atlanta, GA
31. Miami, FL
81. Los Angeles, CA
132. Chicago
152. Memphis, TN
171. New Orleans, LA
173. Detroit, MI.
Texas us a hot place for jobs.
21. Irving, TX
26. Dallas, TX
With Grand Prairie, Arlington and Fort Worth all scoring
in the top 60.
Just down the road, Austin,
placed 16th and Houston
82nd. 

BUSINESS

Heartland Black Chamber
Networking Meeting Set

employers plan to hire 16.6%
more members from the Class
of 2019 than from the previous
graduating cohort.
But your luck of finding
work depends largely on location. To help you with the job
hunt, WalletHub compared
more than 180 U.S. cities
across 30 key indicators of
job-market strength. They
range from job opportunities to employment growth to
monthly average starting
salary.
According to WalletHub findings, the top 10
cities for jobs were:
1. Scottsdale, AZ
2. Columbia, MD
3. Orlando, FL
4. San Francisco, CA
5. Colorado Springs,
CO
6. Portland, ME
7. Plano, TX
8. Washington, DC
9. Boston, MA
10. Chandler, AZ
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Take Your Business to
the Next Level With the
Emerging Leaders Program
JAN. 10, 2019
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usiness owners or chief executives interested
in developing a strategic growth plan for their
business should apply for the Small Business
Administration’s Emerging Leaders Program. The
next class is scheduled to begin in April.
The SBA's Emerging Leaders is a seven-month
program designed for business owners to create
a three-year strategic growth action plan for their
firms. The curriculum of the program is based on
the StreetWise MBA developed by Interise and Boston
University. Emerging Leaders is for existing businesses
over three years old, with annual revenues between
$250k and $10 million.
Each member of the class will develop a three to
five year growth action plan for their business. While
this program is offered at no financial cost, each
participant must invest the time attend all 13 sessions
to complete the program.
If you’re interested, apply online at http://www.
interise.org/sbaemergingleaders.
The deadline to apply for the 2019 class is March
1, 2019. 
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Council of Elders Host Kwanzaa Celebration and Enstoolment Ceremony

T

he African American Council of
Elders of Wichita/South Central
Kansas, Wichita Branch NAACP
and the Wichita Griots presented their
2018 Enstoolment and Kwanzaa celebration on Dec. 26 at the McAdam’s
Recreation
Center.
The program
included
performances
by the Wichita
Griots Drummers, Ikenga
Drumming
Group and the
Mansaws. Also
included was
the enstoolment of
elders: Viktur
Atughonu,
Letitia Brown,
Anyanwu Cox,
Jo BoganJohnson,

Sylvia Kelly, Charles McAfee, Gregory
Robinson, Regina Roundtree, Gretta
Samilton, Carl Shackelford, Maaskela
Thomas and Marvin Stone. Enstoolment of Associates and Scribes:
Ellamonique Baccus, Randy Barbour,

Autumn Black, Ernest Cox, Marche’
Fleming-Randle, Joaquin Martinez,
Marcela Martinez-McNett, Anita
Nance, Jan-Maeve Saggerson, LeSean
Tarkington and Johnetta Tarkington.
Kwanzaa began in 1966 by Maulana

Karenga and is celebrated Dec. 26
through January 1 and Umoja is celebrated on the 1st day of Kwanzaa. 

3
Photos by MAS Art Co.

2
PHOTOS: 1. (L-R) Members of the
Council of Elders: Rob Simon, Pastor Terrell Florence, Jean Pouncil
Burton, Dr. Robert Weems, Joseph
Elmore, Geneva Holloway and
Pastor Titus James look on as performances took place, were given a
place of honor during the ceremony.
2. Newly enstooled elder, Regina
Roundtree posed for the camera.
3. (L-R) Queen Mother Genevia
Holloway, Azeb Telele and Elder
Fran Jackson presented. 4. Elders

1

4
Maaskelah Thomas and Janet Diggs
explain the principles of Kwanzaa.

Friends of Yates End the Year With Holiday Gala
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F

riends of Yates, marked the completion of their 105th year of service to the Kansas City community with their year end
meeting and Holiday at the Apollo Gala held Sat., Dec. 15 at Lake Quivira Country Club. Executive Director LaDora
Lattimore, used the event as an opportunity to report on the
organizations successful years and to recognize her board, staff and
volunteers. Yates provides a safe place, counseling and housing for
victims of domestic violence and their children. In 2018, they were
able to increase their capacity from 22 to 42 beds. 

PHOTOS: 1. Rev. Desmond Lamb,
gave the benediction, 2. To the dance
floor they go. Robert Milan, Sr. and
event Mistress of Ceremony Carolynn
Washington show what they can do.
3. Great music was provided by JC
the New King of Funk and his band.
4. Shanice Gibson, who was honored
as Yates staff
member of the
year poses
for a photo
with Sen.
David Haley.
5. Yates staff
members, with
Executive Director LaDora
Lattimore at
the podium.

4

2
1

5

4

3

Black Repertory Theater at Bruce Watkins
for “Looking Over the President’s Shoulder”

B

Presidents and their families: Herbert Hoover,
Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman and Dwight
Eisenhower.
The Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage Center
& Museum in collaboration with the Black
Repertory Theater of Kansas City will host
“Looking Over the President’s Shoulder,”
from January 22 through February 3.
Shows are not scheduled for Mon., Jan.
28 – Wed., Jan. 30. All shows are at 7:30
p.m. except on Sundays when shows begin
at 3 p.m. The Watkins Center is located at
3700 Blue Parkway, KCMO.
Tickets are $40 and can be purchased
online at BRTKC.org. A limited number
of student tickets ($20) and senior tickets
($30) will be available at the door. 

o

ther than your
mother’s house,
or your house
– if you’re all that –
where do you go to get
some good soul food?
We’re compiling a
list of soul food restaurants in our readership
area – all of Kansas
and the Kansas City
metropolitan area.
We’ll feature all of them
in an upcoming issue.
While Applebee’s, even Cheddars and Cracker Barrel, can do

SOUL FOOD

Jazz Museum Announces Next Two Film Series Selections

O

coaches and families, they chase their
ultimate dreams: to win a step championship and to be accepted into college.
This all female school is reshaping the
futures of its students’ lives by making it
their goal to have every member of their
senior class accepted
to and graduate from
college, many of
whom will be the first
in their family to do
so. Deeply insightful
and emotionally inspiring, STEP embodies the true meaning
of sisterhood through
a story of courageous
young women worth
cheering for.
These free film

showings are a partnership between
the American Jazz Museum, the Greater
KC Black History Study Group, and the
National Archives at Kansas City. Each
evening begins with a reception at 6 p.m. 

Come Celebrate Jay McShann’s Birthday

T

he American Jazz Museum
will celebrate the birthday
of Kansas City musician Jay
McShann with a birthday bash
that runs all month long.
The public is invited to the
birthday celebration and exhibit
kick-off on Fri., Jan. 11 from
5:30 -7:30 p.m. There will be
a performance by the Marcus

Lewis Quintet, and a lecture by
historians Chuck Haddix and
Marcus Lewis. Pre-listening
music will be McShann’s CD
recorded in Japan.
Visitors to the museum will
be able to view the documentary
about McShann “Confessing the
Blues” in the Horace Peterson
Visitors Center January 11-13. 
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n Mon., Feb. 4, viewers can enjoy
a screening of “Wylie Avenue
Days.” This 1991 film explores
the heyday of Pittsburgh's Hill District,
which lasted from the 1930s through
the 1950s. This eloquent documentary
recaptures it all... the music clubs that
attracted both Black and White, the best
Negro League baseball teams in America,
the church picnics and family businesses
that comprised the essence of life in this
vibrant neighborhood.
On, Mon. March 11, the 2017 film
STEP will be screened. This is the
true-life story of a girls’ high-school step
team against the background of the heart
of Baltimore. These young women learn
to laugh, love and thrive – on and off
the stage – even when the world seems
to work against them. Empowered by
their teachers, teammates, counselors,

in a pinch, why not get the real
thing, straight from the source
and support a local community
business while you’re at it.

help us help
others: those who
don’t know how to
or don’t care to get
down in the kitchen
and these small
business owners.
Submit the name
of a soul food restaurant you love to
us via our website:
communityvoiceks.
com. Click on
submissions.
We’re taking submissions
through the end of January. 

Arts & Culture

efore Lee Daniels’ The Butler, Emmy-Award
winning writer James Still wrote the reallife story of Alonzo Fields, the grandson of
a freed slave, who was forced by the Depression
to give up his dreams of
becoming an opera singer.
When Fields accepted the
job as a butler at the White
House in 1931, his plan
was to work there for the
winter. That winter lasted
21 years.
The play, “Looking Over
the President’s Shoulder,”
is told from the unique
perspective of the Chief
Butler who served four U.S.

Nothing Like Some Good Soul Food!
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Are Soaps/Shampoos Pushing Girls into Early Puberty?

E

xposure to chemicals found in
many personal care products has been linked to early
puberty in girls because they mimic
estrogen, a new investigation warns.
If confirmed, it may provide the
reason why Black girls experience

said.
Her team found that "the higher
the levels of the chemicals in mothers' or daughters' bodies, the earlier
the puberty" among girls. No such
link was found for the timing of male
puberty, however.

BLACK GIRLS AND
BEAUTY PRODUCTS

•African Americans spend $9 billion per year in the beauty industry, twice
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the amount of other groups, and so have greater risk exposure than other
groups
•Studies have linked early puberty to hair detangler use by Black girls. In
one of the studies African American girls as young as 2 years old started
showing signs of puberty after using products containing animal placenta
found in many detanglers and conditioners.
• Girls using chemical hair oils and hair perms are 1.4 times more likely to
experience early puberty.
•Lasting health effects include cancer risk and weight gain due to lowered
metabolism.
Source: Black Women for Wellness, www.bwwla.org

puberty earlier than other ethnicities.
(See box.)
The issue centers on specific
chemicals including phthalates,
parabens and phenols. They're found
in items such as perfumes, soaps,
shampoos, nail polish, cosmetics,
toothpaste, lipstick, hairsprays and
skin lotions - to name just a few.
The findings were published in
early December in the journal “Human Reproduction.”
These chemicals "get into our
bodies either by absorption through
the skin, by being inhaled, or being
ingested (like lipstick)," study author
Kim Harley said. "Once they are in the
body, they are quite quickly metabolized and (then) excreted in urine."
Harley is associate director of the
Center for Environmental Research
and Children's Health at the University
of California, Berkeley.
As to how routine exposure to the
chemicals might affect puberty, she
said they've "been shown to mimic
estrogen in certain laboratory conditions." Prior animal studies have
suggested that exposure can throw
puberty timing out of whack, Harley

"Since these tend to be estrogenic
chemicals, it makes sense that they
might impact girls," Harley said.

THE DATA
To explore the issue, investigators
analyzed data collected in a study that
enrolled pregnant women between
1999 and 2000. The women had
blood tests twice throughout their
pregnancy, and interviews were also
conducted to gauge exposure to the
chemicals in question.
Nine in 10 of all the urine samples
taken from the expectant moms tested
positive for chemicals that fall into
one of the three chemical classes of
concern, with slightly lower percentages (about seven in 10) with respect
to a chemical called triclosan. An
antimicrobial, triclosan was banned
for use in soap by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration in 2017, but it
can still be found in some toothpastes, the researchers said.
In the study, the scientists tracked
338 of the women's offspring through
adolescence, with urine samples analyzed at the age of 9. Onset of puberty
was then checked regularly between
the ages of 9 and 13.

The researchers determined that
for every doubling of a woman's blood
level of phthalates, the development of
her daughter's pubic hair started 1.3
months earlier than usual.
A doubling of a mother's triclosan
levels was also linked to a one-month
earlier start of her daughter's first
period, the study found.
Blood tests were also taken of the
children themselves. Harley's group
found that a doubling of paraben levels
in girls was linked to the one-month
earlier onset of both breast and pubic
hair development.
Industry groups already dispute the
study, and Harley stressed that the findings are not absolute proof that such
chemical exposure actually causes
early puberty in girls.
"That said, our findings are consistent with what we know about the

endocrine-disrupting
properties of these
chemicals," said Harley.
"So, although we are
not ready to say that
early life exposure to
these chemicals causes
earlier puberty in
girls, we have enough
evidence to be concerned."
Consumers can find
recommendations for
safe personal products, foods, household
cleaners and detergents
via the web sites of
watchdog organizations
like the Environmental
Working Group – www.
egw.org. 

Health Briefs
ADULTS ARE GETTING FATTER
BUT NOT TALLER
U.S. adults aren’t getting any taller but they are getting
fatter, says a new report from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
The average U.S. adult is almost obese, thanks to
average weight increases in all groups. And, the average
height for men actually fell 1/10th of an inch over the past
decade. There was no change for women.
The average man is about 5 feet 9 inches tall and 198
pounds, an inch taller and 30 pounds heavier than in the
1960s, when the CDC started collecting data. The average
woman is about 5 feet 4 inches tall and 171 pounds, a
half-inch taller and also 30 pounds heavier than in the
1960s.
The findings come from a 2015-16 CDC height and
weight survey of about 5,000 U.S. adults.
One factor may be the shift in the country’s population.
There’s a growing number of Mexican-Americans, and that
group tends to be a little shorter than Whites and Blacks,
said report co-author Cynthia Ogden of the CDC.

VIA CHRISTI IS GETTING
NAME ALTERATION
Via Christi Health is adding its parent company’s name,
Ascension Health, to its branding as part of a national
effort to make it clearer and easier for patients to navigate
their health needs.
Ascension Health, the largest non-profit health system

in the U.S. and largest Catholic-operated health system in
the world, absorbed Via Christi in 2013. It took until now
for Via Christi to complete the legal requirements for the
name changes.
Via Christi Health will become Ascension Via Christi, and
Via Christi Clinic will become Ascension Medical Group Via
Christi as of Jan. 9, says Todd Conklin, Via Christi’s chief
operating officer, who is leading the transition.
Exterior signs and other materials have already been
replaced or will be by February.

WYCO/KC JOINS LAWSUITS
AGAINST OPIOID INDUSTRY
The Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas
City this week is joining more than 1,000 other state and
local governments across the country in suing manufacturers and distributors in the prescription opioid industry.
The federal lawsuit contends opioid makers sparked
a public health crisis by misleading doctors about the
dangers of the drugs and allowing suspiciously large shipments to flood their jurisdictions.
“Cities and counties throughout Kansas and the country
continue to expend public funds to counter the public
nuisance of the opioid epidemic caused by the failure of
manufacturers and distributors to adequately monitor and
report suspicious prescribing activity over the course of
several years,” UG spokesperson Mike Taylor said. “Our
lawsuit seeks to recover damages to deal with the ongoing
public cost of this crisis.” 

Pregnancy Rates For Teens Are Down in KS

P

Rate of Teen
Pregnancies in KS

The federal government’s Healthy People
2020 initiative has a
national target of 36.2
pregnancies per 1,000
females for 15-17
year-olds, and Kansas
hit 9.5 per 1,000. The
national target for females aged 18-19 was
105.9 pregnancies
per 1,000 females,
and Kansas did 48.9
per 1,000.
While Kansas had
lower teen pregnancy rates than the
national targets, the
state’s birth rates for
females aged 15-19
were lower than the
national rates from

Health Briefs
KS ISSUES WARNINGS
FOR EATING FISH

E

nrollment for health coverage
from the Affordable Care Act,
or Obamacare, has ended and
the final numbers are in.
Nationwide, 8.4 million people
enrolled for insurance coverage,
according to the government. In
Kansas, 89,993 people enrolled.
Nationally, there was a decrease
from last year of 300,000, and in
Kansas about 8,000. (Kansas had
98,238 enrollees in 2017 and
101,555 in 2016.)
The decline isn’t as steep as it
could’ve been, given the challenges
the program faces.
The enrollment period was cut in
half, to about 45 days.
For groups of “navigators,” the
helpers available to assist people in
the signup process, President Trump
cut funding from $36.8 million last
year to $10 million this year. He also
cut the health care advertising
budget to $10 million, down from
$100 million during the Obama
administration.
Additionally, toward the end of
enrollment in mid-December, a
lawsuit against Obamacare filed
by 20 Republican state attorneys

general won a U.S. District Court
decision declaring the health care act
unconstitutional.
That decision is now being appealed, but may have shaken the faith
of people who may have otherwise
enrolled.
Price increases on insurance policies may also have prevented some
from signing up, but subsidized tax
credits were available to many within
income requirements.
In all, more than 15.8 million
people used the HealthCare.gov
website during the signup period
in November and December; 10.7
million submitted applications; and
there were 2 million new customers,
according to data released by the
Department of Health and Human
Services.
The Affordable Care Act’s future
awaits an appeal in federal court. 
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Exercise can reverse damage to sedentary, aging hearts
and help prevent risk of future heart failure – if it’s enough
exercise, and if it’s begun in time, says a new study by
cardiologists in Texas.
To reap the most benefit, the exercise regimen should
begin before age 65, when the heart apparently retains
some plasticity and ability to remodel itself, according to
researchers at the Institute for Exercise and Environmental
Medicine (IEEM), a collaboration between UT Southwest-

The Sickle Cell Foundation of Georgia, Inc. (SCFG) is
sponsoring a camp for kids from around the country this
summer, and registration is now open.
Camp New Hope will be held July 21-27 at Georgia's
historic Rock Eagle 4-H Center in Eatonton. Register at
www.sicklecellcamp.com. Spaces are limited.
Annually, SCFG attracts hundreds of special-needs kids,
and offers a professional, 24/7 medically supervised
experience with doctors and nurses on hand. Activities
include hiking swimming, boating, Native American crafts,
herpetology, ornithology, lake ecology and putt-putt golf.
The camp was established by SCFG co-founders of Dr.
Nelson McGhee and Dr. Delutha King of Atlanta, who in
1971 realized that Sickle Cell patients and their families
deserved an organization devoted to providing support
services, counseling and special research efforts.

Obamacare is Troubled
But Keeps on Kicking

|

STUDY: EXERCISE CAN
REVERSE HEART DISEASE

KIDS SICKLE CELL CAMP IS
TAKING REGISTRATIONS
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Eating fish is healthy, but if the fish have been living in
polluted water, those pollutants could pose a risk to your
health.
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment
(KDHE) and the Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) are issuing fish consumption advisories for
2019. They identify types of fish or other aquatic animals
that should be eaten in limited quantities or, in some cases,
avoided altogether because of contamination.
Generally, people should beware of bottom-feeding fish
like catfish due to PCBs and shellfish due to cadmium and
lead in lakes and rivers in Johnson, Sedgwick, Sumner,
Cherokee, Seward, Douglas and Leavenworth counties.
People should also monitor their intake of locally caught
and store-bought fish due to mercury levels and other
pathogens, the state said.
For the advisories and info on KDHE’s Fish Tissue Contaminant Monitoring Program, visit www.kdheks.gov/befs/
fish_tissue_monitoring.htm

ern Medical Center and Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital
Dallas.
The exercise needs to be performed four to five times
a week. Two to three times a week was not enough, the
researchers found in an earlier study.
“Based on a series of studies performed by our team
over the past 5 years, this ‘dose’ of exercise has become
my prescription for life,” said senior author Dr. Benjamin
Levine, of UT Southwestern. “I think people should be
able to do this as part of their personal hygiene – just like
brushing your teeth and taking a shower.”
He compared the change in the heart to a stretchy, new
rubber band versus one that has gotten stiff sitting in a
drawer.

1996 to 2006.
Since 2008, teen
birth rates in Kansas have remained
higher than the
U.S rate; however,
both Kansas and
the U.S. teen birth
rates have been
declining since
then.
The report can
be found at www.
kdheks.gov/phi/
adol_teen_preg/
Adolescent_Teenage_Pregnancy_17.pdf.

HEALTH

regnancy rates for school-aged
birth rates was Johnson County, with
teens have dropped slightly
4.8 per 1,000 females, and among
in Kansas, and the rate is also
the highest was Geary County, with
well below national trends, says the
39.4 per 1,000 females. (Geary is
Kansas Department of Health and
home to Junction City)
Environment.
Pregnancies among
Kansas resident females
aged 10-19 dropped by
1.6% from 2016 to 2017.
Rates among females 10-17
Geary Co. – 39.4 per 1,000
and 15-17 as individual
age groups also dropped
Douglas Co. – 9.0 per 1,000
in 2017.
Johnson Co. – 4.8 per 1,000
However, pregnancy
Riley Co. – 11.1 per 1,000
rates among females aged
18-19 years increased
Sedgwick Co – 16.3 per 1,000
3.2%, according to KDHE’s
Wyandotte Co. – 22.6 per 1,000
just released 2017 Kansas
Saline Co. – 14.9 per 1,000
Adolescent and Teenage
Pregnancy Report.
One of the lowest teen
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Carolyn Frye
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1936-2018

Old Mission / Wichita Park
is under
NEW MANAGEMENT

“Start the New Year right
by coming in to inquire
about our January
specials.”
Leigh Ann Henderson,
New Mortuary Manager
& Funeral Director
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to Wichita, KS. Carolyn
obtained her
GED, began
work as a
Nurse Aide and
later became
a Licensed
Practical Nurse.
She attended
WSU where
she earned
a Bachelor’s
and a Master’s
degree in Nursing.
Carolyn worked in Wichita
as a Registered Nurse and as
a Nurse Educator in Oklahoma City hospitals. Mrs.
Frye retired as a Professor
of Nursing at Oklahoma
City Community College in
Oklahoma City, OK.
Carolyn’s loving, caring
and compassionate spirit was
fueled by her faith in Christ
which she developed as a
young girl. It was this faith
that galvanized her unwavering tenacity for attainment of
excellence in her life.
We have watched, we
have seen, we have learned
and we thank you.
We love you Mama.

Advertise Your Events in The Community Voice:
Call Us For Ad Pricing (316) 681-1155
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arolyn Frances Frye
was born
in Sand
Springs, OK. Carolyn was preceded in death by her
parents, Burr and
Hester Madison
and sister Ethel
Mae Madison.
Carolyn
accepted Christ
at an early age
as a member of First Baptist
Church in Sand Springs, OK.
While living in Wichita, KS she
was a member of Tabernacle
Baptist Church and later became a member of Macedonia
Baptist Church in Kansas City,
MO.
Carolyn leaves behind her
husband of 43 years, Lee Frye
Sr., 5 children, Lee Frye Jr.,
Marilyn Taylor, Daniel Frye,
Kevin Frye Sr., Terri LaBlance,
a host of grandchildren, great
grandchildren, extended
family and friends.
Carolyn dropped out of
high school at the tender age
of 15 to start a family with
her high school sweetheart,
Lee Frye Sr. Th family moved

Jackson
Mortuary
Wichita
Alford, Lisa, 61, died 1/4/19. Service
is pending.

Bruce, Rev. Jeff, 86, died 12/29/18.
He was a retired Unites State Air Force
and Pastor of Friendly Second Baptist
Church, Wellington. Service will be
held 1/12/19 at St. Mary’s Missionary
Baptist Church. He is survived by:
Daughters; Teresa Sheree Bruce Johnson and Angela Nicole Bruce, Sons;
John Michael Bruce, Brothers; Lemuel
Bruce, Harrison Bruce, Sisters; Willie Catherine Redd, Daisy Gibson and
Gloria Thickpen.
Campbell, Michael Charles, 64,
died 12/29/18. Service is pending. He
is survived by: Children; Nicholas Louis
Charles Campbell and Julian Alexander
Campbell
Glass, Patricia Ann, 68, died
12/22/18. Service was held 1/4/19 at
Shiloh Baptist Church. She is survived
by: Son; Thurman Hughes, Jr.

Miller, Jone M., 82, died 12/24/18.
Service is pending. She is survived by:
Son; Anthony Miller, Granddaughters;
Tanea and Tagyn Miller.

Jones, Sr. Russell, 74, died 12/22/18.
Service was held 01/05/19.

Wimbley, Esther, 70, died 12/12/18.
Service was held 12/21/18 at Paradise
Missionary Baptist Church. She is
survived by: Children; LaShonda Green,
Michelle Horton, Casandra Jones, Siblings; Dorothy Moore, Bertha Sanders
& James Green, Jr.

Booker, Elsa L., 67, died 12/9/18.
Elsa was cremated, and a memorial
service will be planned in the spring
of 2019.

Keeling, Stanley, Jr. 74, died 01/04/18.
Service pending.

Young, Curtis, 85, died 12/15/18.
He was a Broadview Hotel dietary aide.
Service was held 12/27/18 at Kechi
Cemetery.

Thatcher Funeral

Biglow Funeral
Wichita
Cabral, Jeffery Jay, 66, died 1/5/19.
Service is pending.
Johnson, Linda, 55, died 12/27/18.
Service was held 1/5/19 at House Of
Faith Ministries.

Jamison, Mayverdis R., 98, died
12/18/18. Service is pending.

Kansas City
Anderson, Chad, B., 36, died
12/20/18. No service information.
Anderson, Deborah R., 63, died
12/26/18. Service was held 1/5/19 at
Evangelistic Center.
Baynham, JoAnna, L., 78, died
12/11/18. Service was held 12/21/18
at Metropolitan Baptist Temple.
Haltiwanger, Andre’, L., 53, died
12/24/18. Service was held 01/5/19
at Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church.

Smallwood, Stephen Foster, 70, died
12/15/18. Service was held 12/28/18
at New Jerusalem Baptist Church. He is
survived by: Children; Shauntus, Jeremy
& Jerome Smallwood, Sisters; Sharon
White, Karon Howard, Doris Metcalf
and Elizabeth Smallwood.

Ross, Gene, 55, died 12/9/18. Service
was held 12/15/18 at New Jerusalem
Baptist Church.

Smith, Emma L., 74, died 12/15/18.
Service was held 12/22/18 at Holy
Temple COGIC. She is survived by:
Children; Margie Shelby, Anthony Smith,
Sr. Lucretia Bert, Siblings; Willie Baker,
Alice Bryant, Annie Mathenia, Ida Billingsley & Lula Hanley.

Wichita

Jones, Nathan, E., Jr., 33, died
12/28/18. Service was held 01/5/19
at House of Prayer Church.

Allen, Jr., Arbra, 66, died 12/11/18.
Service was held 12/22/18 at Mt. Olive
Tabernacle of Praise Church of God
in Christ.

Kane, Jr., John, J., 85, died 12/25/18.
Service is pending.

Summers, Maxine, 99, died 12/31/18.
Service was held 1/9/19 at Central
Community Church. She is survived
by: Children; Kathryn LaTrisha Wright,
Betty Ruth Harris, Beverly Ann Schroeder, Otis Shorter, Jr., Martha Louise
Parkinson, Toni LaRue Brizille and Lisa
Lynn Shorter.
Wicks, Richard M., 75, died 12/22/18.
Service was held 1/5/19 at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. He is survived by: Sisters;
Karlyn Carlis, Beggy Burns and Phyllis
Castile, Brother Stacy Peppers
Williams, Sharlee Arnetia, 94, died
12/14/18. Service was held 12/29/18 at
Calvary Baptist Church. She is survived
b: Son; Jerome Lawrence Williams.

Williams, Leora, 62, died 12/8/19.
Service is pending.

R J Bethea

Huey, Dorothy, J. 89, died 12/13/18.
Service was held 12/22/18 at Olivet
Institutional Baptist Church.

Bland, Charles E., 73, died 1/7/19.
Service is pending.

Truelove, James, 90, died 12/27/18.
Service was held 1/4/19 at First Baptist
Church.

Clark, Hattie Jean, 79, died 12/18/18.
Service was held 12/29/18 at Christian
Faith Center.

Williams, Cheryl, L. 68, died
12/30/18. Service was held 1/5/19 at
Metropolitan AME Zion.

Cornwell, Darrell Jermaine, 36,
died 12/18/18. Service was held
12/29/18 at New Jerusalem Baptist
Church.

Peaceful Rest

Haley, Jr., Elijah, 67, died 12/25/18.
Service was held 1/5/19 at Evening Light
Church of God.
Jenkins, Darrell, 82, died 12/13/18.
Service is pending.
Uche. Brooklyn A., newborn, died

Topeka
Bass, Richard, 75, died 11/18/18.
Service was held 11/30/18.
Douglas, David, 56, died 12/28/18.
Service was held 01/05/19.
Friend, Clara, 85, died 12/1/18. Service
was held 12/12/18.

Kimble, Lechanda, 31, died 12/6/18.
Service was held 12/14/18.
Marteen-Jones, Saveah, Newborn, died
1/2/19. Service was held 01/7/19.
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Owens, Darnell, 53, died 12/14/18.
Service was held 01/03/19.
Phelps, Phyllis, 84, died 12/20/18.
Service was held 12/29/18
Phillips, Frederick, 84, died 11/30/18.
Service was held 12/17/18.
Porter, Sherlyn, 72, died 12/1/18. Service pending.
Scales, Romie, III, 61, died 12/25/18.
Service was held 01/05/19
Seahorn, Troy, 68, died 11/28/18.
Service was held 12/11/18.
Sherman, Kyesha, 59, died 12/15/18.
Service was held 12/22/18.

In Memory of
Sharlee Williams
1924-2018

S

harlee Arnetia West Williams, slipped
quietly away into the arms of Jesus, on
Friday, December 14 at 8:30 a.m.
She is survived by her only son, Jerome Lawrence (Pamela); granddaughter
Nycole; grandson Josiah; four great granddaughters
Keira,
Jaedyn,
Promise
and Jerikne; and
two great
grandsons
King and
Rydah.
She is
preceded
in death by
her husband, the late Rev. Dr. W.G. Williams. A Celebration of her life was held
on Saturday, December 29, 2018 at 11:00
a.m. with the Calvary Baptist Church, 2653
N Hillside, Wichita, where she served as
“First Lady,” for over 40 years. Memorials
are being established with the
Calvary Baptist Church and The Kansas African American Museum..
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McElroy, Sandra Gail, 70, died
1/4/19. Service is pending. She is
survived by: daughter; Dayna Maples,
sons; Jerry Maples and Anthony Maples

Shields, Doris Ann, 74, died
12/15/18. She was a retired Boeing
employee. Service was held 12/21/18
at Calvary Cemetery. She is survived
by: Daughter; Terrie Armstrong-Byrd,
Sisters; Geraldine Adams-Wright &
Emma Young.

Topeka

Bowser-Johnson

Johnson, Mattie, 90, died 12/12/18.
Service was held 12/22/18.

|

Martin, Marie A., 96, died 1/5/19.
Service is pending. She was a retired
Wichita Airport Authority custodian..
She is survived by: Daughters; Shelia
Lloyd and Patricia Grimmett.

Sanders, Bertha L., 66, died 12/24/18.
Service was held 1/5/19 at Paradise Missionary Baptist Church. She is survived
by: Spouse; Sherman Sanders, Son;
James Dunbar Sister; Dorothy Moore
and Brother; James Green, Jr.

12/13/18. Service is pending.
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Lyons, Lucille H., 92, died 12/26/18.
Service was held 1/5/19 at St. Mary Missionary Baptist Church. She is survived
by: Children; Carole Osborne, Carl
Lyons, Susan Sims, Curtis Craig Lyons,
Darryl Andre Lyons, Errol Lyons and
Mildred J. Evans.

Reno, Richard, 58, died 12/29/18.
Service is pending. He is survived by:
Mother; Leatrice Pete.

Wilson, Mary Lou, 93, died 12/29/18.
Service was held 1/7/19 at St. Peter
Cleaver Catholic Church. She is survived
by: Spouse; Vernon Wilson, Son; Todd
Wilson and Daughter; Mary Jones.

OBITUARIES

Blaine-Kopke, Rhonda L., 53, died
12/20/18. Service was held 1/5/19 at
Maize Community Center. She is survived by: Children; Danielle, Gabrielle
& Thomas Blaine, Rebekah Johnson,
Amber Stenholm-Navarro & Zach &
Sam Scogins, Siblings; Jim Blaine &
Terri Zimmerman

Pridgett, Bertha L., 82, died 12/27/18.
Service was held 1/4/19 at New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church. She is survived by: Children; Shirley Roundtree,
Jane Maggett, Jerry Pridgett, Horace
Pridgett, Judy Wright, Ellis Pridgett,
Ronda Goode and Vonda Pridgett. Siblings; Maxine Magness, Aaron McCray,
John Henry McCray and Joan Engler.
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A Quick, Personal Look Back at 2018
By Abagond

M
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y look back on the year 2018 as it ended:
The bad news: Donald Trump is still the
US president.
The good news: Trump lost control of the lower
house of Congress in the midterm elections.
This year's theme: Fear. Criminalizing and fearmongering on mom-and-pop asylum seekers from
Central America. The caravan of several thousand
asylum seekers crossing Mexico were painted as an
invasion bringing disease, crime, and terrorism to the
US. They were duly gassed, men, women, and children, when they tried to cross the border (pictured
at top).
This year's new/old trend: Calling the police
on Black people minding their own business. Among
this year's trendsetters: Starbucks, #BBQBecky, #PermitPatty, #PoolPatrolPaula, #CornerStoreCaroline,
#BrooklynBecky, #PaulBlartPoolCop, #BaggageClaimBecky, #CouponCarl, #DepressedDebbie.
Brett Kavanaugh was confirmed by the Senate to
serve on the US Supreme Court, giving it a 5-4 hardright majority. In spite of riveting Senate testimony
by Christine Blasey Ford of an attempted rape by
Kavanaugh in 1982, all but one Republican senator

backed him.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the future US president
(2037-2045), was elected to Congress.
Russiagate: Robert Mueller's investigation proceeds apace. Trump calls it a witch hunt, but in July
he all but licked Russian President Putin's boots at a
summit in Helsinki.
North Korea can now nuke California. Trump met
with Kim Jong-un, the leader of North Korea, in a
historic photo-op that at least cooled tensions.
Film: Black Panther, Crazy Rich Asians.
Television: Power & grown-ish
Music festivals: Coachella became Beychella.
Music videos: Childish Gambino's This Is
America.
The Doomsday Clock is now two minutes to
midnight, a half minute closer than last year, thanks
mainly to Trump.
Global temperature average: "The website you
are trying to access is not available at this time due to
a lapse in appropriation." (Thanks to Trump's current
partial shutdown of the US government.)
Word of the Year: toxic (Oxford), as in toxic

masculinity.
“Times” Person of
the Year: The Guardians: news reporters
who were persecuted,
arrested or murdered,
Jamal Khashoggi (pictured) being merely the
most famous.
Top US R&B song:
PHOTOS: (Above)
"God's Plan" by Drake
Childish Gambino’s
(Billboard).
video “This Is America”
was shocking with
Top Hollywood
all sorts of hidden
film: "Avengers: Infinity messages. (Right)
War" ("Black Panther"
#BBBQBecky was part
was number two).
of a 2018 trend, White
people reporting Black
In memoriam: Ntozake Shange,
Aretha Franklin, Nancy Wilson, The Old Kanye, Linda
Brown, Winnie Mandela, Barbara Bush, George H.W.
Bush, John McCain, Stephen Hawking, The Village
Voice, Tumblr, Yvonne Staples, Dennis Edwards,
Saheed Vassell, Jackeline Caal, Sandra Parks, Stephon
Clark, Antwon Rose, Botham Jean, E.J. Bradford Jr,
Jemel Roberson, Patrick Kimmons, the 11 gunned

down at the Tree of Life synagogue by Robert Bowers,
and the 17 gunned down at Parkland high school.
We take absolutely no credit for this look back at
2018, it’s the work of blogger Julian Abagond who
posts on his blog “500 Words a Day on Whatever I
Want” almost daily, at his wordbpress site abagond.
wordpress.com. He’s worth checking out.

