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I

f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly
on our website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up
to receive our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between
each bi-weekly issue of “The Community Voice.” Here’s just
some of what you missed during the last two weeks.

1

KS Foster Services is
Set for Overhaul and
Perhaps (More) Chaos

When kids are removed from
parents and bounced around
foster locations so much they’re
effectively homeless, there’s a
problem. Will new officials fix it?

2

Events around the state
include Christmas lightings,
concerts, shows and more in
Wichita, Kansas City, Topeka,
Hutchinson, Junction City and
Salina.
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Supreme Court Weighs
States’ Rights to ‘Take
Your Stuff’ for Profit

We wish you peace &
great happiness this
holiday season and
during the year ahead!
The Staff of The
Community Voice
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Should Black Gun
Owners Try to Stop
Bad Guys?

In recent incidents, Black men
drawing guns in response to crimes
in progress were themselves shot by
White police who mistook them for
the bad guys. Is it worth stepping in

to protect others?

Police departments have made
millions from Civil Asset Forfeiture.
When Indiana police took a man’s
SUV worth four times more than his
fine, he fought back in court.
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On-entry newsracks in Wichita,
Hutchinson, and Salina area
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The Oscar winner reflects on
his breakthrough in “Moonlight”
and confronts criticism of his new
movie, based on pianist Don
Shirley’s 1962 tour of the South
with a tough Italian as his driver.

Check Out the Holiday
Events Around Kansas
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Mahershala Ali Talks
About ‘Green Book’

Top Photo Front : Sheinelle Jones news anchor working for NBC News
and MSNBC was in Wichita celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Wichita
Links. Her mother is Sheila Kinnard and her grandmother is Jo Brown. See
story page 21.
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Claytoonz

by Clay Jones

THE 2019 GRAMMY
AWARDS NOMINEES –
HERE ARE THE NODS
THAT MATTER TO US

MISSOURI SENATOR
READS 50 CENT’S SELFHELP BOOK DURING
FILIBUSTER

locating funding. While her filibuster
was a success, the AP reports that the
House passed a similar bill (123-24)
later that day.

MICHELLE OBAMA’S
TAKE ON ‘LEAN IN’?
‘THAT &#%! DOESN’T
WORK’

Missouri Democratic Sen, Marie
Chappelle-Nadal took the
Senate floor for nearly an
Michelle Obama
hour to read from 50 Cents
spoke with poet Elizabeth
autobiographical guide, “The
Alexander during an event
50th Law” which offers “a
for the former first lady’s
philosophical reflection on
memoir at Barclays Center
the rapper’s life and career,
in Brooklyn. Michelle
interspersed with wisdom from Obama’s fans have often
Abraham Lincoln, Socrates,
remarked that she comes
Malcolm X, and other notewor- across as authentic even
thy figures,” per Pitchfork.
as her every move is
Chappelle-Nadal opposes
analyzed, and sometimes
a plan that would allow “unincorcriticized.
porated areas of
One such
St. Louis County
moment of candor
to vote on a sales
occurred as the former first
tax to fund law
lady took the stage at the
enforcement.” She
latest stop on the arenabelieves the state
filling tour for her memoir,
should focus on
Becoming.
the many internal
“Marriage still ain’t
issues of the police
equal, y’all,” she said, acforce before alChappelle-Nadal

cording to Vanity Fair. “It ain’t equal.
I tell women that whole ‘you can
have it all’ — mmm, nope, not at the
same time, that’s a lie. It’s not always
enough to lean in because that s***
doesn’t work.”
The cultural commentator Touré
was there and tweeted that the audience “freaked out” when Obama used

(L) Obama (R) Alexander

the curse word — and that the former
first lady herself said she “forgot
where she was for a moment.”
“I’m back now,” Obama said, smiling and looking a bit sheepish. She
rephrased her assessment. “But sometimes that stuff doesn’t work.”
Obama’s mention of “lean in” was a

reference to Facebook’s Chief Operating Officer Sheryl Sandberg’s mantra
and 2013 book that called on women
to be more assertive in the workplace.

RACHEL DOLEZAL TRIES
TO EARN SOME BOOK
SALES OFF OF MICHELLE OBAMA
We know Rachel Dolezal is
delusional but her latest escapade may be a bit much.
Dolezal’s self-published
memoir is causing her critics
to go in hard on her because
she’s got the nerve to compare
her book to Michelle Obama‘s
Becoming, reports The Blast.
In her new memoir, In Full
Color: Finding My Place in
a Black and White World,
Dolezal, addresses her rise
to fame as a chapter president of the
NAACP who was later removed after it
was revealed she was faking being an
African-American.
Dolezal shared a photo on Instagram holding up her memoir, along
with Michelle Obama‘s Becoming,
and said, “Two great memoirs!” It has
since been deleted. 

3

ENTERTAINMENT

The Recording Academy announced
Friday that Kendrick Lamar is the top
contender with eight nominations,
including seven for his musical companion to the
Marvel Studios
box-office hit
starring Chadwick Boseman
and Michael B.
Jordan. “Black
Panther: The
Album, Music
From and
Lamar
Inspired By” is
up for album
of the year.
Following Lamar is Drake, the
year’s most successful artist, who
earned seven nominations. Though
nominated for album of the year, he
was surprisingly shut out of best rap
album.
Others outside of music to earn
nominations included Tiffany Haddish,
for Best Spoken Word Album, and
Dave Chappelle and Chris Rock for

Best Comedy Album. The 2019 Grammys will air on Feb. 10, 2019.
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National News

George H.W. Bush's Legacy on Racial Issues is Complicated

G

eorge H.W. Bush got elected
president after a campaign
marked by the infamous Willie
Horton ad, about a Black murderer
who raped a White woman while on
a weekend furlough from prison.
On the other side of the racial
ledger, Bush appointed Gen. Colin
Powell as the first Black chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
And while Bush replaced Civil
Rights hero Thurgood Marshall with
another Black man to maintain the
racial status quo on the Supreme
Court, he picked Clarence Thomas, a
conservative whose views are at odds
with those of much of Black America.
Lionized upon his death as a man
of decency and civility, Bush has a
mixed and complicated legacy when
it comes to race.
"Intellectually and emotionally, he
was somebody who was Civil Rightsminded," said Rice University historian Douglas Brinkley. "Bush wanted
to see himself as being a man devoid
of racism. But the reality is that Bush
often had to do dog whistles and
appeal to less enlightened Americans
on race."

The Rev. Jesse Jackson summed
condemned as racist and is regarded message to paint Dukakis as soft on
up the 41st president's record this
three decades later as one of the
crime.
way: "He was a fundamentally fair
most extreme attack ads in modern
In an interview, Jackson said that
man. He didn't block any door. He
political history.
he and Bush discussed the ad and
was never a demagogue on the quesThe Bush campaign disavowed
that it was the president's biggest
tion of race."
the ad at the time, but Bush's chief
regret.
Bush, who died Nov. 30 at 94, had strategist, Lee Atwater, exploited its
"It was out of character for him,"
a political career
that spanned
decades and
straddled the Jim
Crow era, the civil
rights movement
and its aftermath.
To many Black
Americans, the
Willie Horton ad is
an indelible stain
on his reputation.
The TV spot
about the Massachusetts inmate
was produced by
Bush supporters during his
1988 presidential
campaign against
Massachusetts Gov.
Michael DukaSupreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas with The Former President #41 George H W Bush.
Yes, H.W. gave us Clarence Thomas, what else did he do for the African-American community.
kis. It was widely

the civil rights leader said of Bush
and the Willie Horton strategy. "He
did it in the heat of battle."
Bush got his start in politics in
Texas, where he joined a Republican
Party still regarded as "the party of
Lincoln." During his first, losing bid
for Congress in 1964, he criticized
his opponent's support for the Civil
Rights Act, legislation many in his
home state opposed.
He won election to Congress two
years later and went on to support the Fair Housing Act of 1968,
signed into law by President Lyndon
Johnson a week after the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr.'s assassination.
Bush caused a minor flap during
the 1988 Republican National Convention, when he referred to three of
his grandchildren as the "little brown
ones." The three were children of
Bush's son Jeb and his Mexico-born
wife, Columba.
Defending himself at a news conference, Bush called his grandchildren his “pride and joy" and added:
“For anyone to suggest that that

See LEGACY page 23
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GOP's Post-Election Power Grabs Are Called 'Disturbing'

T

wo years after North Carolina
first used a special legislative
session to pass a series of bills
limiting the powers of its incoming
Democratic governor, GOP legislators
in Wisconsin and Michigan followed
suit, pushing through sweeping
changes to the governor's power, the
judiciary, and voter access after key
midterm losses.
Now, independent state government
experts and political scientists warn
that such power grabs foretell what
could become a worrisome partisan
trend: election nullification.
Both national and statewide experts
said they had never seen such efforts like the ones in Wisconsin and
Michigan before — and that the GOP
actions indicate a new level of toxicity
has arrived in state government.
The Republican lame-duck efforts

follow the election of Democrats Tony
Evers and Josh Kaul as governor and
attorney general in Wisconsin, and
Democrats Gretchen Whitmer, Dana
Nessel, and Jocelyn Benson as governor, attorney general, and secretary of
state, respectively, in Michigan.
Republicans in those two states,
like North Carolina entering the
2016 elections, currently hold what
is known as a “trifecta” — control
of the governor's mansion as well as
both branches of the state legislature.
Although the GOP in both states will
soon lose the governor's office, the
party remains in control of the statehouses, which has allowed it to move
forward with the disputed legislation
during the lame-duck session before
the Democrats are sworn in next year.
In Michigan, Republicans moved to
usurp the secretary of state's power

to oversee campaign finance issues
and instead passed that authority on
to an independent commission, while
Republicans in Wisconsin have passed
bills such as one that would require
legislative approval before the governor could make changes to programs
like welfare.
"Until recently, no party has tried
to hamstring their opponents' future
power to the way the Republicans
are doing it now," John Chamberlin,
professor emeritus of political science
and public policy at the University of
Michigan, told NBC News, adding,
"They are a bad sign that state politics
is being infected by the toxic national
political environment."
Outgoing Republican Govs. Scott
Walker of Wisconsin and Rick Snyder
of Michigan have yet to sign the legislative proposals that have passed their

state legislative branches, and some of
the bills, if signed, are certain to trigger legal challenges.
Meanwhile, all three states where
lawmakers have passed legislation
to undermine political opponents in
the wake of an election share another
distinction: Each state has some of the
most gerrymandered legislative maps
in the nation, all favoring Republicans,
which experts say is critical to understanding how the power grabs were
made possible.
For example, Wisconsin Republicans won 63 of the 99 state assembly
seats last month despite winning fewer
than half of the Badger State's votes.
"These districts are so divided,
so safe Democrat or safe Republican," Doyle, the former Democratic
governor of Wisconsin who deferred
to Walker on issues after his election,

told NBC News. "That means that you
have this phenomenon where the
legislatures are playing to their bases
and not to the middle. And I think
everybody who looks at what’s happening with our current situation in legislatures — and in Congress — would
say that’s the cause of the problem."
Doyle said he suspects that Republican legislators' fury over Evers is at
least in part about redistricting. Following the 2020 Census, Republican
legislators will have to work with the
Democratic governor on redrawing
Wisconsin's voting maps, ensuring
that both parties must either agree, or
leave them to the courts to draw.
“These Republican legislators,
they’re going to have to negotiate with
a Democratic governor. That can only
be good," he said. "It’s a very different
world they’re in right now." 

Kansas News
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Foster Services In Kansas Set For Overhaul, And Perhaps Chaos
•Turmoilmarksthetroublednormforkidsinfoster
careinKansas.
By Madeline Fox
Kansas News Service

N

ow political, financial and legal
forces look poised to slam the
system into a new level of chaos
that gives even seasoned child welfare
professionals a reason to worry.
*A new governor and new legislators will take office in January.
*A task force examining foster care
is preparing to present recommendations for dramatic change to policymakers new and old.
*A lawsuit filed by three organizations against state agencies says Kansas
so bungles the care of kids in crisis it
renders them homeless, shifting them
one night after the next to new, unfamiliar, sometimes unsafe locations.
*And if that’s not enough, in the
midst of all this, the state’s Department for Children and Families plans
to blow up the two-decade old system
it uses to delegate children’s care to
private nonprofit companies.

PRIVATIZATION MAKEOVER

a bright spot even for child welfare
advocates who are skittish about the
other incoming changes to foster care
and family preservation.
The two current contractors have
been accused of placing kids in the
homes licensed by their own agency
first, before turning them over to other
child placing agencies. Both contractors deny they hoard placements that
way.
But with a central system with all
the available beds logged dictating
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of the contractor transitions before,
they are definitely terrified — I don’t
think is a stretch — about what’s to
come,” she said.
is just shuffling the puzzle pieces
University of Kansas social work
around rather than making a real
professor Becci Akin says it’ll
fix. Crenshaw has worked with foster
likely take 18 to 24 months after the
kids since before the state started
contracts switch in July to tell if the
delegating the care of foster children
changes are actually improving the
to private contractors in 1996.
lives of kids in peril.
“What magic,” Crenshaw said,
Social worker turnover has been
“does a nonprofit out of Florida have
high already. It’s a high-stress job.
to come to Kansas and sprinkle its
Workers deal with high caseloads full
pixie dust on our situation and make
of traumatized children
it better?”
and, at times, angry or
DCF Secretary Gina
overwhelmed birth and
Meier-Hummel said fresh
foster parents.
blood will mean new tools
The task force looking
to get at child welfare
at Kansas’ child welfare
problems.
system says they’re un“The more people you
derpaid, though DCF says
bring in,” she said, “the
Kansas pays on par with
more resources you bring
the national average.
to the table, the better the
Akin, the KU profesoutcomes for kids and
sor, says the switch in
families.”
contractors will bring
Child advocates have
more uneasiness. Many
reason to be skeptical of
front-line social workers
Eckerd. Its foster care proweren’t around the last
grams in Florida have had
time contractors changed
many of the same probin 2013. If they work in
lems that plague Kansas
areas where the providers
— kids sleeping in offices,
are changing, they could
rotating between one-night
get anxious about their
placements, and suffering
job security and switch
abuse while in care.
agencies even before the
That worries foster care
Gov. Elect Laura Kelly has pledged to fix what’s wrong with Kansas Foster care, but are recommendanew provider formally
advocate Lori Ross, who
tions by current DCF Secretary Gina Meier-Hummel the answer. Lots of people say her suggestions will takes over.
questioned why that didn’t
set the system up for even more chaos.
Crenshaw, the psyconcern DCF enough to
where kids go, advocates say kids are
chologist who’s worked with foster
exclude Eckerd from its new grantees. who’s ultimately responsible for a
child’s well-being.
more likely to end up in homes that
kids for years, said paying enough to
Eckerd’s checkered record springs
are
best
for
them.
keep seasoned, knowledgeable providfrom how it managed kids in its care.
NEW PLACEMENT MATCHING
ers working in the foster care system
But as a family preservation contracTRANSITION CHAOS
SYSTEM
is the best way to keep kids on track
tor, it won’t actually have custody of
Publicly,
many
people
who
work
The state did award a statewide
as they move through a chaotic system.
kids. It’ll provide counseling, parentwith
foster
kids,
foster
parents,
social
foster care contract for a new place“You can make up any act or grant,
ing classes and other services to
workers and providers talk in upbeat
ment matching system. It will allow
or
name it anything you can call it
families who are still together in their
tones about how the new grants might
DCF to keep a master list of available
—
the Fluffy Happy Family World,”
homes.
help. Privately, that’s replaced by fretbeds across both its grantees and the
he
said.
“As long as it doesn’t have
ting about whether DCF blowing up
MORE DCF OVERSIGHT
smaller child placing agencies that
enough
money
to pay the people that
its system could breed years of chaos,
DCF attorney Kasey Rogg says the
recruit and work with foster families.
matter
and
teach
them and supervise
and even worse care for children.
new system is structured to give DCF
That way, DCF can plug in basic
them,
you’re
as
doomed
this week as
Christie
Appelhanz,
executive
direcbetter oversight over how the outfits
details — age, gender, school district,

you were last week.”
tor
of
the
Children’s
Alliance
of
Kansas,
it hires spend the money. Rather than
allergies and the like — and find a list
an organization representing the
https://www.kcur.org/post/fostersimply handing over a flat per-month
of all the beds in the child’s zip code
current
contractors
and
new
grantees,
services-kansas-set-overhaul-andpayment for each contractor and a
that could take them in, regardless of
says many are worried.
perhaps-chaos#stream/0
per-child payment, he said the grants
who manages the bed.
“People who have been through one
aim to give DCF more accountability
The placement matching system is
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Once courts pull children from
troubled homes in Kansas, the practical work of finding them temporary or
permanent homes largely gets handed
off to private companies. With new
grants that go into effect July 1, DCF
is splitting some jobs among more
private nonprofits.
They’re bringing in three new players in addition to the two current contractors. Missouri-based Cornerstones
of Care and Florida-based Eckerd
Connects are moving in to handle
family preservation, the process of
keeping families together and out of
foster care. Former contractor TFI
Family Services is returning to again
cover part of the state as a foster care
provider.
Since 2013, just two providers have
handled both foster care and family
preservation in Kansas. KVC Kansas
has the eastern half of the state. St.
Francis Community Services handles
the western half.
But some, like family psychologist
Wes Crenshaw, say adding agencies

and oversight over how the state’s
money is spent.
But advocates skeptical of DCF say
that while it may mean more oversight of the contractors, it means less
oversight of the state agency. Under the
old system, contracts were awarded
through the Kansas Department of
Administration. Under the new system,
DCF gets to award and administer the
grants directly.
Ross worries that letting DCF
directly award the grants could cloud

Analysis: More Than Just a Governor, How Does Kansas Legislative Leadership Stack Up?
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KANSAS

K

ansas Moderates and Liberals
will certainly have a champion in
Laura Kelly as governor, but she’s
just one leg of a three-legged stool in
Topeka. As governor, she’s the head
administrator of the government, but
she’s not actually the lead in driving
legislation; that’s the providence of the
Kansas Legislature, and with a strong
Republican hold on both the Kansas
House and Senate, Kelly’s power will
mostly come in the form of a veto.
If the legislature sends her a bill she
likes, she’ll sign it; otherwise she can
send it back. But the really big point is,
she can only act on what the legislature
sends her, hence, the makeup of and
leadership of the Legislature will have
a big say in the direction the State of
Kansas goes in the next two years.
With all members of the Kansas
House elected/reelected in November,
estimates are still out on the true leanings of some of the new representatives.
Estimates suggest that a coalition of
moderate progressives and conservatives still has enough votes, in the House,
to promote good legislation with broad

support, like funding schools, expanding
KanCare, or lowering food taxes.
On other, traditionally progressive
social policies, there may not be enough
votes. Republicans in the House (who
have 85 seats), seem to be split with
about 50 ultra-conservatives and 35 or
so moderately inclined. Add to that the
40 Democrats, and estimates range from
65-75 votes for this moderate coalition,
depending on the issue. (63 votes are
needed to pass legislation in the House.)
But leadership positions hold the
final say on what bills are brought up for
a vote, thus their outsized importance.
Earlier this month, the Kansas House of
Representatives selected their leaders
for the next two years. Republicans Rep.
Ron Ryckman, who led the chamber
these last two years, retained his position as Speaker of the House. According
to the MainStream Coalition, a moderate
coalition of voters in Johnson County,
Ryckman voted in support of their issues
20% of the time. Rep. Dan Hawkins
was elected House Majority Leader. He
also supports MainStream issues about
20% of the time. He replaced Rep.

Don Hineman, who had a voting record
supporting about 80% of MainStream’s
issues.
The 40-member Kansas Senate has
not selected new leadership. It would be
unusual to do so, halfway through the
Senate's four-year election calendar, but

rumors have been spreading that Senate
President Susan Wagle is interested in
shuffling the deck chairs, perhaps to
achieve a more conservative bent to
committee leadership there.
Whatever the outcome, we urge
Kansas lawmakers to recognize that,

whatever the color of the election map
in Kansas (spoiler: it's mostly purple),
there are conservatives and progressives
in every district, and good leaders represent ALL their constituents, regardless of
how many voted for whom. 
Contributions from Mainstream Kansas

Winn and Faust-Goudeau Make History

R

ep. Valdenia Winn, Kansas
City, and Sen. Oletha FaustGoudeau, Wichita, each made
history this year with their selection
as assistant minority leaders in their
chamber of the Kansas Legislature.
Fresh off the election, the Democrats in the Kansas House elected an
all new leadership team. The Kansas
House selected a more moderate
Rep. Tom Sawyer over Rep. Jim
Ward, who held the position Minority
House Leader for the past two years.
Both voted with MainStream Coalition 100% of the time.
With her election as Assistant
Minority Leader, Rep. Winn made

history, becoming the first
African-American female to
be chosen Asst.
Minority Leader
of the House.
On the Senate side, longserving Sen.
Minority Leader
Goudeau
will finish the
two-years of his current term as
Senate Minority Leader. But Laura
Kelly’s election as governor, created
an opening for Asst. Minority Leader
of the Senate. In a first-round vote

Winn
against
two-candidates, Sen. Faust-Goudeau
was elected Asst. Minority Leader of
the Senate, another history-making
selection.

Seasons Greetings
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Health
What’s Behind the Projected Drop in Obamacare Sign-Ups?
•Theenrollmentperiodfor2019coverageunder
ObamacareclosesonSaturday,Dec.15,andbyallindications,sign-upswillbedownsignificantly,butwhy?

N

umbers released one-month
into this year’s six-week
Obamacare/Affordable Care
Act sign-up period were down significantly over last year, and there’s
little reason for program administrators to expect a year-over-year,
bigger period-ending sign-up rush.
Why is enrollment down? It’s
hard to say exactly, but a lot of
people are quick to blame the
Trump administration for a two-year
effort to curb the federal policy.
Enrollment in the five-year-old
program peaked in 2016 with 12.7
million participants. Confusion
brought on by Republican campaign
promises to shut down the program
pushed 2017 enrolment down only

slightly to 12.2 million.
Republicans had failed to kill the
program legislatively, but by enrollment time for 2018 coverage, they’d
put in place several participationcurbing program changes. For
starters, the 90-day enrollment period was cut in half to just 45 days
and advertising dollars to promote
the open-enrollment period were
almost totally eliminated.
Another major change was a
significant reduction in marketing funds for the program. In
2016, the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, which oversee
the program, spent $100 million on
marketing and outreach. In 2017,
they spent just $10 million.

The ACA also incorporated federal funding for navigators, people
trained to help people enroll in ACA
plans. But those funds were also
cut steeply. Those first-year cuts,
combined with major second-year
changes in the ACA structure, are
expected by drive down 2019 program participation by 13%.
This year, in additional efforts
Democrats say were designed to
undermine Obamacare, Republicans abolished the individual
mandate fines for being uninsured.
Absent penalties for not signing up,
many people opted to revert back
to exactly what the program was
designed to eliminate: a growing
number of uninsured.
In addition, Pres. Trump also
introduced cheaper, slimmed down
short-term health plans that are
likely drawing some away from ACA.

Holiday Travel Risk: Deep Vein Thrombosis

D

circulation through the lungs and
even result in death if it's not treated
quickly.
If you're traveling by car, stop
every hour and get out and walk
around. If you're on a plane, try to

car, try to raise your toes and flex your
calves every 20 minutes. This motion
causes your calf muscles to contract
and promotes the flow of blood in the
leg veins. This can help keep blood
from pooling and forming a clot.

of the services required under the ACA,

See OBAMACARE page 8

Health Briefs
EVEN JUST ONE ENERGY DRINK CAN HARM YOUR BLOOD
VESSELS, STUDY SUGGESTS
Despite the warnings, energy drinks are still among the most commonly used dietary
supplements in the United States. Now, new research suggests consuming just one drink can
lead to negative effects on blood vessel function.
What researchers found was a decrease in blood vessel dilation after just one drink. This
decrease in dilation can restrict blood flow and oxygen delivery.
“It's more work for the heart and less oxygen supply for the heart. This could explain why
there have been cases where kids have had a cardiac arrest after an energy drink,” said lead
researcher John Higgins.
The reduction’s effects can ultimately lead to an increased risk of high blood pressure, coronary heart disease, stroke or rheumatic heart disease, in addition to other vascular diseases.
While caffeine has also been linked to health benefits, the recommended daily limit is 400
milligrams for adults. But some energy drinks contain more than 200 milligrams per ounce,
including the concentrated so-called “energy shots.”
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LOSING JUST TWO HOURS OF
SLEEP MAKES YOU GRUMPY

get up and walk every 30 minutes, if
possible
Avoid alcohol, caffeine, and other
substances that may cause dehydration. Drink plenty of fluids, preferably
water.
While sitting on the plane or in the

If you have risk factors for DVT,
you may want to consider talking
with your physician before traveling
to obtain compression stockings for
your legs. If you have had a previous
blood clot, you may need to take
blood thinners.

Losing just two hours of sleep a night makes people angrier, research reveals. The study is
among the first to prove a direct link with lack of shuteye, experts say.
Previous research shows sleep loss increases negative emotions, such as anxiety and sadness, and decreases positive emotions, including happiness and enthusiasm. But researchers
at Iowa State University found losing sleep raised anger directly - not just as a result of feeling
more negative.
Study participants were split into two groups with one group keeping to their normal sleep
routine while the other had their sleep cut by two to four hours for just two nights. Both
groups were then asked to rate different products while listening to irritating noise. The
researchers said this was meant to create uncomfortable conditions and provoke feelings of
anger.
Study leader professor Zlatan Krizan said: "In general, anger was substantially higher for
those who were sleep restricted."

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

uring the holidays, many of
us travel long distances to
be with family and friends,
which can mean prolonged sitting
in cars, buses, trains, or planes.
You may not be aware that extensive travel, sitting
still for more than
four hours at one
time, can put you at
risk for developing
a particular type of
blood clot known as
a deep vein thrombosis or DVT. Deep
vein thrombosis is
a condition in which
a blood clot forms
within deep-circulation blood vessels
— typically in the
veins in the legs.
DVTs can be
very serious. The
most serious complications of DVT
can be a pulmonary embolism, or
PE. In the case of a PE, a piece of
the blood clot in the vein can break
off and travel to the lungs. If the clot
lodges in the lungs it can prevent

These plans are most often cheaper than
ACA coverage, but don’t include many
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such as coverage of pre-existing conditions and preventative screenings.
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LACK OF AWARENESS
However the biggest cause for the
decrease in enrollment appears to be
just lack of awareness. While regular
Community Voice readers have been
advised about the 45-day open enrollment period in all of our

issues since October, without any measurable investment in a promotional
marketing campaign, few people were
aware of the enrollment period.
According to early polling data from
the Kaiser Family Foundation, only 1 in
4 Americans were aware of the sign-up
deadline.
Just a quarter of those who responded to the poll said they saw ads
and explainers on how to enroll in
the coverage. By comparison, over

half of respondents to a similar survey
said they saw such ads during the first
Obamacare sign up in 2013.
"This is affordable coverage that
people need and want, but the reality
is that the administration sabotaged
open enrollment," Leslie Dach, chair
of Protect Our Care, a pro-Obamacare
advocacy group, told Politico.
Preliminary sign-up numbers will be
available in January will final numbers
out in April 2019. 

Business & Technology
Mobile Hotspots Keep You Connected Anywhere

T

hese days it seems we’re always
connected to the internet. From
hotspots at Starbucks, or hotels
and airport terminals when we travel,
there are few times when an internet
connection is not easily available. On
the rare occasion when WIFI isn’t
available, what’s a guy or gal supposed to do?
Well, short of running through the
data plan available on your telephone,
what are your other options, especially for connecting your lap top, tablet,
games or other streaming devices?

unlock the functionality. With most
cellular providers, you need to set up
the mobile hotspot capability ahead
of time and pay a monthly fee for the
service.
Using your telephone as a mobile
hotspot drains your phone battery
much faster than usual, and your data

tablet, laptop, or other devices. And in
recent years, more generous tethering
options—now up to 15 GB on the
unlimited-data plans of AT&T and
Verizon—have made it mostly unnecessary to buy and manage a separate
device. So if you need a hotspot for
only short periods, or for working

WHAT IS A WIFI HOTSPOT?

TETHERING

DEDICATED MOBILE HOTSPOTS
Just about every smartphone available now can act as a hotspot, sharing
your data signal over Wi-Fi with your

remotely a few days a month, your
phone will suffice.
The option still exists to buy a
stand-alone device dedicated to a life
of providing mobile hotspots. Today’s
dedicated hotspots are cheap, tiny,
and can often connect somewhere
between 3-10 WIFI-enabled devices
simultaneously. These devices also
require cellular connections and
contracts.
So why would you want to buy a
hotspot device (that is only a hotspot
device) when you could just buy a
mobile phone and tether it to your
WIFI devices for free?
It’s a great question. For those
who are frequent hotspot users, a
dedicated hotspot is more reliable
than tethering from your phone. And
there are a few other reasons why a
dedicated mobile hotspot device can
make sense for certain users than
tethering:
•Batterylife:mobilehotspotshavea
much longer-lasting battery life than
mobile phones, particularly tethered
ones.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
The cost for a standalone mobile
hotspot is relatively cheap. You can
definitely by a good one for less than
$100. Where you really pay is for the
WIFI connection. That’s not cheap,
with the amount you pay depending
on the amount of data you want included. Average costs range from $25
per month for 2GB of data, to $100
per month for 20 GB of data.
Some companies offer rollover
plans, with unused data rolling over
to the next month. There are also
options for daily, and weekly connection plans. That might work well for
infrequent travelers. Just sign up for
the service for your vacation week,
and never have to worry about finding
a public hotspot. Daily plans can run
as low as $3 per day. We also saw a

See HOTSPOT page 10

Glenn North, is the new Director of
Recreation
- Public
Programs
and Events
at the Bruce
R. Watkins
Cultural
Heritage
Center, in
Kansas City, Mo. He comes to this
position from the Black Archives of
Mid-America, where he was Director
of Education and Public Programs.
Besides his 9 to 5, Glenn is a wellknown and published urban poet
and spoken word artist, and was
selected the inaugural Poet Laureate of the 18th and Vince District in
2017. Earlier this year, a film, “The
Gospel According to Glenn North,”
by local artist and filmmaker Harold
Smith, debuted at the Nelson Atkins
Art Museum, KCMO.

Send us Your On the Move
Announcements
We welcome news about promotions,
retirements, appointments, awards
and recognitions. Submit them @
www.communityvoiceks.com .
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limit could take a big hit, too. Depending on the cellular network the
speed of the connection may not be as
fast as you are used to, but when it's
the only internet connection available,
it may be worth it to you.
Unfortunately, carriers continue to
offer only a “limited” amount of higher speed internet on their “unlimited”
data plans, and also limit the amount
of tethering you can do on your
phone, before significantly pumping
the brakes on speeds when you reach
a certain data allotment. So, watch
out, your telephone plan probably has
a tethering limit, and plus it’s just taping the high speed data available on
your monthly telephone plan.
Laptops that have mobile internet
access aren’t as mobile as dedicated
hotspot devices and cellular phones,
but they can often be used to create
ad-hoc WiFi networks.

Kerry Gooch, has been appointed Chief of Staff for Sen. Anthony Hensley,
the Minority Leader
for the Kansas Senate.
In this position, he
will work
to advance
the priorities of the members of the Senate
Democratic Caucus during the legislative session, while also working
to grow the Caucus during the next
election. Gooch previously served
as the campaign manager of the
Paul Davis for Congress Campaign.
Before that, he was the Chief Executive Officer of the Kansas Democratic
Party.

|

Some smartphones and laptops
can be set up to act as mobile Wi-Fi
hotspots, through a process called
tethering. When you tether, your
smartphone acts just like a modem
for one computer or as a hub of connectivity for a whole range of devices
all at once.
The process of setting up your
phone to tether varies by phone and
operating system, but as with most
operating changes on a smartphone,
you’ll have to delve into your settings.
For specific instructions, it’s better to
check your telephone manual or go
online for instructions.
Tethering is an option that is
available to most people who have
smartphones. Some service providers
don’t officially support the practice,
and others charge a fee if you want to

Mobile Hotspot technology now allows you to take your WIFI network with you,
connecting many devices, without sacrificing speed, but it will cost you.

On the
Move

DEC. 13, 2018

A Wi-Fi hotspot works much
the same as the Wi-Fi you find in
most homes. Typically, you think of
hotspots as being WIFI in a public
place, but a mobile hotspot is a little
different, a meant to provide internet
service when you’re away from home
or a public hot spot isn’t readily
available.
Suppose you are driving down a
long stretch of empty highway with no
coffee shop, bookstore, or airport in
sight, and you desperately need to get
on the internet, that’s when a mobile
hotspot is convenient. They’re also
great for people who are on the go
a lot, who don’t want to worry about
finding a public WIFI spot, or making
sure they’re in a coffee shop for hours
on end.

•Freeupyourphone:amobile
hotspot lets you keep your phone free
for taking calls and doing other work,
particularly when on a 3G connection,
where you can’t do both at the same
time.
•Reliablytetheringtomultipledevices: while many mobile phones can
tether multiple devices, the more devices that are tethered, the worse the
experience, with drops, etc. Devices
that are dedicated as a WIFI modem
can provide a better experience.
Mobile hotspots are cheap enough
that, for power users, the benefits
outweigh the cost of the device and
the hassle of carrying a dedicated
mobile hotspot device around.
But if you travel a lot and have
business income on the line, a dedicated hotspot can be more reliable
than tethering from your phone, and
its long-lasting internal battery lets
you keep your phone (and its battery)
free for other things. Plus, dedicated
hotspots have better Wi-Fi range than
phones do, and they have the option
for external antennas to boost their
signal quality.
If you need a hotspot for only short
periods, such as when you’re sending
some files from your laptop or browsing a few websites, your phone will
suffice.
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HOTSPOT
from page 9
We also saw a plan for $10 for 14 days
with 500MB of data.
Of course, prices are constantly
changing.

BUSINESS

WIFI FOR YOUR CAR
The idea of accessing the internet
from the road might seem frivolous at
first, and it’s not really necessary on
short jaunts, but it does have real utility
on long commutes and road trips. Like
in-car DVD players, video games, and
other entertainment systems, mobile
hotspots are really more about the passengers than the driver, and there are
almost endless ways to use the Internet
in your car.
Entertainment for the driver could
include listening to internet radio. You
might be able to drop your Sirius XM
service, reducing one monthly fee, but
adding another.

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES TO INCAR WIFI?
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There are a number of advantages to
having the WiFi connection built in:
•Bigger,betterantennabuiltintocars
gives you a stronger and more consistent

signal than using your smartphone as a
hotspot
•Allowsyoutoconnectmultipledevices
without sacrificing speed
No need to worry about draining your
phone's battery or the person with the
phone leaving the car
These devices require yet another data
plan for connectivity.
Assmartphonesbecomemorereliable as hotspots and unlimited data becomes more common, in car WiFi may
soon be as outdated as 6-CD changers.
In the meantime, if you use your car
for business or do frequent multi-passenger road trips, it can make the road
ahead significantly more enjoyable.
If you don’t have built-in WIFI in your
car, you can use one of the dedicated
hotspot devices we discussed above.
While these hotspot devices aren't
specifically designed for automotive
use, their inherent portability means
that these gadgets can be used in your
carjustaseasilyasanywhereelse.And
since you can usually plug these portable
devices into a 12-volt accessory outlet
for power, you don't even need to worry
about the battery going dead.
The other option for WIFI in your car
remains tethering your smart phone. 
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Happy Holidays

Dale G. Diggs, Jr.
Chief Executive Officer

Seasons Greetings
Wichita• Kansas City •Houston
Hartford •New York City

Derrick Diggs, LEED AP
President

Our Mission:
Provide professional construction services that form relationships built on trust and teamwork, creating both a partnership
with our clients and successful projects.

Arts & Culture
What Kwanzaa Is and Isn’t

K

reaffirm the bonds between them;
A time of special reverence for the
creator and creation in thanks and respect
for the blessings, bountifulness and beauty
of creation;
A time for commemoration of the past
in pursuit of its lessons and in honor of its
models of human excellence, our ancestors;

A time of re-commitment to our highest
cultural ideals in our ongoing effort to always bring forth the best of African cultural
thought and practice; and
A time for celebration of the Good: the
good of life and of existence itself, the good
of family, community and culture, the good
of the awesome and the ordinary, and the
good of the divine, natural and social. 

nuts and or cheeses) for the Kuumba
(creativity salad). Our hosts will provide
the salad greens and beverages.
The Kwanzaa celebration will also include the "enstoolment" of new members
of the Wichita/Sedgwick County Council
of Elders.
The first 50 children will receive a book,
as a Zawadi (gift) from the hosts. The
Griots will perform. 

values are called the Nguzo
Saba which in Swahili means the
Seven Principles. Developed by
Dr. Karenga, the Nguzo Saba
stand at the heart of the origin
and meaning of Kwanzaa, for
it is these values which are
not only the building blocks for

community but also serve to
reinforce and enhance them.
Each Day of Kwanzaa – Dec.
26 – Jan. 1 focuses on one of
the seven principles.
• Umoja (oo-MO-jah)
Unity stresses the importance of
togetherness for the family and
the community, which is reflected
in the African saying,
"I am We," or "I am
because We are."
To strive for and
maintain unity in the
family, community,
nation and race.
• Kujichagulia
(koo-gee-chagoo-LEE-yah)
Self-Determination
requires that we
define our common
interests and make
decisions that are
in the best interest
of our family and
community. To define
ourselves, name
ourselves, create for
ourselves and speak
for ourselves.
• Ujima (ooGEE-mah) Collective Work and Responsibility
reminds us of our obligation to
the past, present and future, and
that we have a role to play in the
community, society, and world.
To build and maintain our own
stores, shops and other businesses and to profit from them

together.
• Ujamaa (oo-JAH-mah)
Cooperative economics emphasizes our collective economic
strength and encourages us to
meet common needs through
mutual support. To build and
maintain our own stores, shops
and other businesses and to
profit from them together.
• Nia (NEE-yah) Purpose
encourages us to look within
ourselves and to set personal
goals that are beneficial to the
community. To make our collective vocation the building and
developing of our community in
order to restore our people to
their traditional greatness.
• Kuumba (koo-OOMbah) Creativity makes use of
our creative energies to build
and maintain a strong and
vibrant community. To do always
as much as we can, in the way
we can, in order to leave our
community more beautiful and
beneficial than we inherited it.
• Imani (ee-MAH-nee) Faith
focuses on honoring the best
of our traditions, draws upon
the best in ourselves, and helps
us strive for a higher level of
life for humankind, by affirming
ourself-worth and confidence in
our ability. To believe with all our
heart in our people, our parents,
our teachers, our leaders and
the righteousness and victory of
our struggle. 

KC Black United Fund to Celebrate
37th Annual City-Wide Kwanzaa

T

he 37th Annual City-Wide
Kwanzaa Celebration held
by the National Black
United Front – Kansas City Chapter in partnership
with the American
Jazz Museum will
be held every night
of Kwanzaa with
the theme "Lifting
as We Climb."

Kansas City is one of only a
handful of cities nationwide that
celebrate Kwanzaa a full seven
days. The first six days, Dec. 26Dec. 31, are
celebrated
at the Historic Gem
Theater on
18th and
Vine, Kansas

City, MO. Each evening begins at
6 p.m. with an African Market.
It opens each evening at 6 p.m.
The program begins each night
at 7 p.m. with a drum call and
procession.
The final day of Kwanzaa,
Tues., Jan 1, will be celebrated
at the Nefertiti Ballroom in

See UNITED, page 23
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T

he African American Council of
Elders, the Wichita Griots and
the Wichita Branch NAACP will
cooperatively host a 1st day of Kwanzaa
celebration in Wichita on Wed., Dec. 26, 4
p.m. at McAdams Park Recreation Center,
1329 E. 16th St., Wichita, KS.
This event is free and open to the
public. Guests are encouraged to bring
their favorite salad topping (fruit, veggies,

K

wanzaa was created to
introduce and reinforce
seven basic values of
African culture which contribute
to building and reinforcing family,
community and culture among
African American people as
well as Africans throughout the
world African community. These

|

Groups Collaborate to Sponsor First
Day of Kwanzaa Celebration in Wichita

The Principles of Kwanzaa

DEC. 13, 2018

wanzaa is a unique African American celebration with a focus on the
traditional African values of family,
community responsibility, commerce,
and self-improvement. Kwanzaa is neither
political nor religious and despite some
misconceptions, is not a substitute for
Christmas. It is simply a time of reaffirming
African-American people, their ancestors
and culture.
Kwanzaa, which
means "first fruits
of the harvest"
in the African
language Kiswahili, has gained
tremendous acceptance. Since its
founding in 1966
by Dr. Maulana
Karenga, Kwanzaa
has come to be
observed by more
than 18 million
people worldwide,
as reported by the
New York Times.
When establishing Kwanzaa
in 1966, Dr.
Karenga included an additional "a" to the
end of the spelling to reflect the difference
between the Africa- American celebration
(kwanzaa) and the Motherland spelling
(kwanza).
It’s a celebration of community, coming
together.
Kwanzaa is:
A time of ingathering of the people to
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Black Archives of Mid-America: Just Off the Strip
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By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

on the state of the archives, which
resulted in the selection of a new
board of directors.
That proved to be the reset the
organization needed. Thanks to
a $1 million grant from the Kemper Foundation the next year, the
board began transforming the
old park maintenance building it
now calls home.
Other key players in the rich
history of the Black Archives
include Barbara Peterson,
Horace’s wife, who stepped in
after his death and worked diligently to save what her husband
started. Also the City of Kansas
City, which donated $4 million
for the renovation of the old
park maintenance building the
Archives now calls home. The
building is on the National Register of Historic Places. Another
key player is Kansas City Library,
and a list of community activists,
like Carol Coe and Sharon Sanders Brooks, who refused to let
the Archives die.

J

ust off the strip, but still
right in the midst of
Kansas City’s historic 18th
and Vine district is a place
with even more Kansas City
history than you’ll likely find
in the Negro Baseball League
Museum and the American
Jazz Museum combined. A
half block west, facing Parade
Park, is the Black Archives of
Mid-America, home to one
of the largest collections of
Midwestern African-American
memorabilia. It includes
artifacts, oral histories and
business records covering
historic local leaders, organizations and neighborhoods.
An archive is a place where
people can go to gather
firsthand facts, data, and
evidence typically from letters, reports, notes, memos,
photographs, and other
primary sources. The file
CURRENT PROGRAMING
(Top) The Black Archives of Mid-America is located inside the historic Parade Park Maincabinet, drawer or box in
tenance Building. The building, on the National Register of Historic Places, is located
The major function of any
your home, full of materials
just behind the popular Negro League Baseball and American Jazz Museums. (Bottom) A
archive is the preservation of
recording important events
permanent display in the Archives Gallery, tell the history of Kansas City’s Black community. its collection. At the Archives,
from your family’s history, is
documents are properly stored
your personal archive.
items chronicling his career and the By 2005 the organization was almost
in a temperature, humidity, and light
From either donation or
growth of the Alvin Ailey American
defunct, and the collectibles were on the
controlled environment to help extend
solicitation, the Black Archives of
Dance Theater.
auction block. However, then Missouri
their life. Handling of the documents
Mid-America has collected personal ARCHIVES’ HISTORY
Attorney General Jay Nixon intervened,
is limited, and when touched, they’re
archives or collections from some
Every great collection has to
and the documents were saved. In 2006,
handled with care.
of the region’s most prominent
begin somewhere. For the Black
Nixon held a series of public hearings
Archives are a favorite place for
citizens, businesses, churches and
Archives of Mid-America, it was in
schools. Combined, the items begin the trunk of Horace Peterson’s car
to pull together a rich historic picin the 1970s. Peterson started colture of the life and times of Kansas
lecting relics of African-American
City’s African-American community.
history in his trunk. When he was
One of the most renowned
out of room there, he found a locas a retired instructor of African“This is an exciting place and an
American History, no wonder
incredibly beautiful place,” says Williams,
collections of the Archives are the
tion to keep his collectibles.
Carmelita Williams is excited about about what is a under-utilized jewel in the
papers of choreographer Alvin
The first home of the Black
her new position as executive director of
community.
Ailey. In 1984, Kansas City became
Archives was the old Paseo – or
the Black Archives of Mid-America.
“We want people to come in; we want
the second home to the Alvin Ailey
Black -- YMCA building at 19th and
While Williams life hadn’t slowed
people in the door,” William said.
American Dance Theater. That rePaseo. In addition to collecting
down much, the idea of heading
The facility is a
lationship was built in part because
more items, Peterson began colup the largest repositories of
great place for club
of Ailey’s personal friendship with
lecting oral histories of some of the
Midwestern African-American
and organizations
memorabilia hadn’t crossed
to meet, and beautiKansas City resident Allan Gray.
community’s elders.
her mind. However, when she
ful design makes
Before his death in 1989, Ailey
The next home for the Black
received a call about the job from
a great backdrop
entrusted his personal papers to
Archives was the old fire station at
Archives board member Keslie
for receptions and
Gray. The collection includes Ai2033 Vine Street. That location was
Spottsville, she found herself
social events.
ley’s personal notebooks, calendars, also a historic part of the commuexcited about the possibilities.
As a way of
and correspondence as well as
nity; it housed the first all-Black fire
Now, Williams is determined to
connecting with
Ailey’s book library, newspaper clip- crew in the city.
spread her excitement about the
the community,
Black Archives to the community.
Williams says she’s
pings documenting the company’s
Peterson’s unexpected death in
Williams
travels and performances, and other 1992, threw the archives for a loop.

researchers, looking to find out more
on a particular topic or person. Unlike
a museum, where the goal is to show
their collected items, with preservation
as their goal, there’s not that much for
the average guy to see at an archive.
No problem, the Black Archives
has a wonderful permanent display,
With “My Eyes No Longer Blind” in its
main gallery. “Juxtaposing portraits of
African-American community leaders
with a KC skyline of buildings that loom
large in that community’s history, the
exhibit presents a compelling rendering
of the human story Peterson spent his
life preserving,” Williams said.
The Archives often displays special
temporary exhibits – from their collection or traveling exhibits – for the
community to enjoy.
Another major focus of the Archives
is educating others about the area’s
rich African-American history. Toward
that end, the Archives offers a regular
schedule of programming including:
Community Stories with Carl Boyd
During these events, community
personality Carl Boyd, interviews key African Americans who offer new insight
and perspective on historic events.
Horace M. Peterson III Lecture
Series
This quarterly lecture series invites
published and critically acclaimed
scholars to engage community members regarding their work in the study
of African American culture and history.

See ARCHIVES, page 23

New Executive Director Excited About Black Archives Possibilities

A

looking to build partnerships.
“We want to be the community’s
partner and we want them to partner with
us,” said Williams.
She sees partnerships as just one
way to help the Archives grow.
Her goal is to grow not only the
Archive’s collections, but also its reach
and contribution to the community.
In addition to teaching Black History
and English at Johnson County, Williams
was the founding director of the college’s
Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. After her retirement, she spent a
year in China, teaching at Central China
University.
She and her son Jason are the founders of Williams Publishing Group. 
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Merry Christmas

Merry
Christmas!

Milton Reagans
(316) 448-3559
Computer Support Technician

Marry Christmas
&
Happy New Year

From:

316-688-5777 • 5017 E 21st St.
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From

“Jesus is the Reason
for the Season”
610 S. Oliver
(316) 681-1213
leonardwilkins111@gmail.com

Season’s Greetings
From

Curtis L. Whitten, CEO
316-689-6850
250 N. Rock Road, STE. 360, Wichita
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Merry Christmas
Mr. Real Estate, Inc.
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Wichita
Speak Out Launches Robotics Program for Community Youth

S

tart them early! That’s the idea
behind the Robotic Stem Club
sponsored by Speak Out Kansas,
and it only make sense.
The goal is to “spark their interest
in getting a career in a STEM field,”
says Chester Selmon,
director and founder
of community-based
non-profit Speak Out
Kansas. With more
than 80% of jobs in the
world expected to be
impacted by a computer
by the time these young
students enter the work
world, Selmon saw
the club as not just an
educational opportunity,
but also an economic
endeavor.
So, when Selmon was
approached by Nathan
Smith, manager of the
Wichita State University
Innovation Lab, about
launching a Robotics
Club in cooperation
with the university, he
knew it was an opportunity Speak Out
couldn’t let slip by. He reached out to
nearby Gordon Parks and Jackson Elementary looking for the 12 students,
ages 8-12, to participate as members

of the initial club.
Interested students and their
parents/guardians were invited to
a meeting at the Innovation Lab,
where they met Smith and some of
the Engineering students who would

be working with the club members.
Everyone seemed ready to commit to
the program and they got underway in
mid-September.
Since then, the club members have

met on Mondays and Tuesdays after
school for one hour. Meetings are
held at the Speak Out Kansas Offices
at 2201 E. 13th.
Speak Out Kansas, with the help
of a grant from Beach Foundation

By the end of the fall semesters,
each of the students would have
finished building their first robot.
After the break they’ll start learning to
program the robot. This will require
the students to learn coding.

Through code, club members will
be able to make their robot adjust as
needed to change in directions of the
path.
In addition, the car will have a sensor that will keep it from running into
robots or items in front of it. Finally,
the robot is designed to have a zero
turning radius, which means it can
turn on a dime.
That’s some pretty advanced work
for 8-12 year olds.
The club is scheduled to continue
through May 2019. By then, each
club member should have completed building and programming
two computers.
Speak Out Kansas, was founded
in 2009 by Selmon with a mission
to equip the community with tools
for a better tomorrow. Membership
in the organization is open to all
interested individuals in the Wichita
(Left) Kip, one of several WSU engineering students working with the Speak
Metro area; however, their outreach
Out Kansas Robotic Club, helps Sean with his robot. (Above) Legion making
is focused primarily on elderly,
some final connections on his robot vehicle. The club members will begin
youth and early elementary students
programming their robots next semester.
attending schools that have a high
and donations from friends of
According to Kip, one of the student percentage of families receiving free
Speak Out, purchased all the
instructors, the robots the students
to reduced lunches.
equipment needed for the program,
are building and programming will
Annual memberships of $25 are the
including a laptop for each student to
work similar to a self-driving car.
organizations main source of revenue,
use, and all the parts needed for each Once the robots are programmed,
although the organization receives a
club participant to build their own
they’ll be able to follow a path
few grants and donations from friends
robot.
(similar to a road) placed on a floor
and supporters. 

to share their wisdom and help guide
our community are:
Letitia Brown, Gretta Samilton, Anyanwu Cox, Gregory Robinson, Charles
McAfee, Sylvia Kelly
Associate Elders moving to
Eldership are: Regina Roundtree,
Maaskelah Thomas, Carl Shackelford,
and Viktur Atughonu
Known as foot soldiers within
the community, new associates and
scribes are:
Ernest Cox, Marcela Martinez-McNett, Joaquin Martinez, Ellamonique
Baccus, Randy Barbour,
Autumn Black, LeSean Tarkington,
Johnetta Toodle-Tarkington, Marche
Fleming-Randle, Anita Nance. 
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the grandparents and elders. It is this and leadership on issues affecting our when needed.
tradition on which the African Americommunity. They are here to instruct,
They represent vintage leadership
can Council of Elders - Wichita/Sedgadvise, guide, assist, and to correct
and a community treasure - meeting
wick County was formed in
with youth, presiding
2001.
over community celebraThe Elders are a collections, mentoring current
tive made up of concerned
and future leaders, repelders from our communiresenting the community
ty, who have come together
with public officials and
for the express purpose of
so much more.
sharing what they’ve seen
This year, the elders
and learned to help our
will “enstool” 10 new
community grow stronger.
members and nine new
Collectively, they represent
associates and scribes
over 1,500 years of experiduring the Seventh Comence and knowledge.
munity Enstoolment and
They act as an advisory
Kwanzaa Celebration.
Current members of the Council of Elders are preparing to welboard, offering guidance
New elders agreeing
come new members this month.

|

O

ver the 1.5 million years of
human existence, it is only
for about the past 200 years
that most people have gone to anyone
other than local elders for solutions
to life’s problems.
Anthropologists tell us that in
prehistoric times, the accumulated
wisdom of older people was a key to
human survival. Not only did the old
improve the survival chances of their
offspring, they were the tried and
tested experience, the true “elders”
to whom group members would go to
for information and guidance.
Traditional African communities
would not have functioned without
the day-to-day input and guidance of

DEC. 13, 2018

Council of Elders Announces New Members and Scribes
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Gunshot Detection System Pilot Launches in Wichita
• The City of Wichita is first in the world to test this particular technology

B
WICHITA

y the time you read this article,
a gunshot detection system may
be at work in your neighbor-

hood.
If you didn’t know there was such
a thing, you’re not alone. Apparently
the concept is relatively new, but the
particular system Wichita is trying is
totally new.

WHY A GUNSHOT DETECTION
SYSTEM?
Violence in crime is up in Wichita
and city officials hope to do something about it. How this system will
reportedly help is by getting law
enforcement officer on the scene in a
much shorter period of time.
“The faster response times will help
officers locate suspects and those in
need," explained Mayor Jeff Longwell.
Dispatchers say, having officers arrive on the scene earlier will help cut
down their call load.
"The quicker that officers get into
that area the less likely we are to
get more calls. When people see the

personnel out there, they know that
help is there and they don't have to
call us," said Elora Forshee, director
of Emergency Communications for
Sedgwick County.
Other benefits could be more
shooters caught and possibly less
shooting. Currently, according to
Wichita Police Captain Wendell
Nicholson, only about one in five
unlawful gunshots are actually called
into police.

directed to the area. The one-year
pilot project will consist of several
phases, with the accuracy of the sensors

expected to improve after each phase of
the pilot project.

WHERE WILL THE PILOT BE TESTED

BIG BROTHER IS LISTENING

HOW IT WORKS
The systems works based on
sound detection, it’s similar to the
system used by the Navy to detect
prowling submarines. The Acoustic
sensors can pinpoint gunfire within
a one-square-mile area. When a
gunshot is detected, multiple sensors will determine the location,
time, date, type and direction of the
gunfire.
This information is transmitted
within seconds to Sedgwick County
911 Dispatch and officers will be

Initially this is just a pilot test program that will be set up in several areas
of the city. According to Wichita Police,
the locations for the test were selected
based on crime data. However, they
won’t reveal the test areas in order to
avoid pushing potential offenders to
different parts of the city.

Big brother is not only watching, he’s listening in Wichita. Expect more and
more of these kind of devices as police departments try to find more ways to
combat crime.

If the system can hear gun fire, what
else will it hear?
It’s a valid question of concern to
many who have a growing concern
about government oversight.
While the system is always on and
always listening, it’s not listening for
quiet things like speech, said Michael
Barnett, Smart City Coordinator with the
City of Wichita. The devices, he says,
are adept enough to even distinguish
between a gunshot and other loud
noises like fireworks.
The technology is part of the City
of Wichita’s StreetSmart approach
to Smart Cities, using technology to
positively impact citizens’ lives. A Community Safety grant is funding the pilot
project.
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Statute to Dave the Rave Stallworth Unveiled at Wichita State
Are you 55 years or older living on
a limited income and love working
with children in an educational
environment?
Join the Catholic Charities
Foster Grandparents Program to:
• Tutor/mentor children in a community school or daycare
• Make new friends of all ages as
you work
15-40 hours a week
• Earn Tax-free income

A

n eight-foot tall
bronze sculpture depicting
Wichita State Basketball
legend Dave “The Rave”
Stallworth was unveiled
earlier this month
outside of Wichita State
University’s Koch arena.
A 6'7" forward/center,
Stallworth set 18 WSU
records, including the
highest career point-pergame average (24.2).
He earned the nickname
"Dave the Rave" while
playing at Wichita State
and was named to the
All-American team twice.
He helped the 196465 WSU team, reach the
1964 NCAA Division I
Basketball Tournament
final four, the university’s
first appearance ever,
which helped endear
him to Wichita University

(as it was named then) and WU
fans.
The project to memorialize
Stallworth was led by his teammates
on the 1965 Final Four team and
other community members who saw
him play. The group raised in excess
of $140,000 to underwrite the
Stallworth Memorial. Sadly, Stallworth passed away on March 2017
and didn’t live to see the memorial
constructed.
All of the living players from the
1964-65 team were scheduled to
participate in the unveiling ceremony.
In the 1965 NBA draft, the New
York Knicks selected Stallworth in
the first round with the third overall
pick.
Stallworth played eight seasons
(1965–1967; 1969–1975) in the
NBA as a member of the Knicks and
Baltimore/Capital Bullets.
He averaged 9.3 points per game
in his career and won a league championship with New York in 1970. 
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Urban League Takes on Implicit Bias at Difference Maker’s Luncheon

I

f you were looking for a typical
luncheon with a less than memorable speaker, the Urban League
of Greater Kansas City Difference
Maker Luncheon wasn’t it. Urban
League president and Chief Executive Officer Gwendolyn Grant and her
team took on a tough topic at their
luncheon and did good job of shining
a light on the complex and disturbing
issue of implicit bias.
The topic was definitely deeper
than the 1.5 hour luncheon held
backstage at the Starlight Theater
could solve. But certainly, everyone
in the diverse audience of business
professionals left more enlightened,
and with at least one interesting point
to consider further.
The lunch program began with the
League’s awarding the Equal Justice
Initiative (EJI) with their Difference
Maker Award for Racial Justice. EJI
is a non-profit organization that
provides legal representation to prisoners who may have been wrongly
convicted of crimes, poor prisoners
without effective representation, and
others who may have been denied
a fair trial. They’ve also worked to

make sure
children
are never
sentenced
to life in
prison
without an
opportunity
for parole.
While
the organization is based in Montgomery, AL,
their reach and efforts extend across
the country.
If a movie about EJI’s efforts wasn’t
moving enough, a distinguished panel
of legal professionals, civil rights
activists, educators and law enforcement to the stage for a “fireside”
chat on “Living in Color: Explicit
Consequence of Implicit Bias.” The
panel was moderated by Grant who
dished out the tough questions about
implicit bias and what can be done
about it. Interesting perspectives
were revealed.
In response to a questions about
“is justice blind,” Jackson Circuit
Court Judge John Torrence, made
a point, that judges don’t file cases,

1

2

3
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5

4
they just preside over trials.
In response, Kansas City Police
Chief Rick Smith made a point, that’s
probably at the root of the issue.
“Funny how you come from different perspectives,” he said. “We
say, we just put the cases up and the

judges handle it.”
Like we said, interesting perspectives
were revealed.
“Conversations
like this help,” Smith
concluded. 

PHOTOS:
1 Justin Ridgeman , Heartland Coke & Sherman Whites,
Kauffman Foundation 2. Kaleena James, Toni Alexander,
Esther Walker Young, Ki(L-R) Dooley with Visit KC. 3.
Debbie Phillips Shakia Webb, Slyvester Pearl of UMB
Bank 4. Dr. Clara Wilkins, Assist. Professor at Washington University, St. Louis and Gwendolyn Grant, Executive Director of the Urban League of Greater Kansas City
5. Porsche Townsend, Micelle Ward, Shaundalyn Smith
with Burns & McDonnell.
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schools. “They feel like jail,” he says.
Bradley-Lopez, now a third year
college student, has his act together
now. However, he readily admits, he
was not a perfect student. He was
able to get on the right path, but he’s
had a lot of friends who didn’t.
Getting involved helped. He found
activities he enjoyed: theater, debate
and eventually politics. He’s active in
the Democratic Party, and is chairman
of Wyandotte County Young Democrats
and serves as 2nd Vice-President of
the Kansas Young Democrats.
At Kansas City Kansas Community College, he was Student Senate
President. Now he’s a student at
UMKC working on a Bachelor’s in
Communication, with an emphasis in
journalism.
If he’s elected to the school board,
he feels certain he’d be the first

school board member who still lives
at home with his parents. But that’s
all part of the unique perspective he
believes he would bring to the board.
“I can understand what students
are going through,” he says. “I’d be
a student representing students.
Finally, a few more issues on his
well-developed platform.
Mandatory Equity Inclusion and
Diversity training – Too many of the
teachers have trouble connecting
with students of different cultures.
With his multi-cultural heritage -his father is Black and his mother
is Hispanic – Bradley-Lopez knows
a thing or two about relating across
cultures.
Investing in conversations with
human resources about ways to
increase the diversity of the teaching
staff.

As soon as the weather warms up,
he’ll be out knocking doors. In the
meantime, you can find him hard at
work in the community. 
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Just a few years out of high school
himself and a product of the Kansas
City Kansas Public Schools, BradleyLopez says, he’s not so far removed
from school that he can’t relate to the
issues and concerns of students, and
aren’t the students what education is
all about?
The number one item on his platform is ending the school to prison
pipeline.
“I saw a lot of my classmates get
kicked out of classes for petty things
the teacher could have handled,” said
Bradley-Lopez.
Out-of-school suspensions are just
a recipe for trouble, he says. Instead,
he recommends keeping students in
school by ending “out-of-school” suspensions. He also endorses limiting
the use of school resources officers,
and stopping the militarization of

|

f candidates are already running
for president of the United States,
and that election isn’t until November 2020, Gary Enrique BradleyLopez, says it certainly isn’t too early
for him to throw his hat into the ring
for an at-large seat on the Kansas City
Kansas Public School Board.
School board elections are in
November 2019, and Bradley-Lopez
is getting a jump start on his potential
competition, many of whom he assumes will have much greater name
recognition.
That may be the only thing his competitors have over this ambitious and
well-spoken young man. Anyone who
spends just a few minutes listening to
Bradley-Lopez, will realize he’s a serious and strong candidate with a well
thought out platform for improving
KCK Publish Schools.

DEC. 13, 2018

Bradley-Lopez Makes Early Entry in KCKPS Board Race

Gary Bradley-Lopez, an early announced candidate for the KCKPS
Board, says he brings a unique perspective to his race.
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Friends of Yates Honor Supporters at Domestic Violence Luncheon

KANSAS CITY

I

n honor of National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, the
Friends of Yates hosted its 18th
Annual Domestic Violence Community
Luncheon on Oct. 31, at the Friends of
Yates Center. Community members,
partners and government officials
gathered to recognize the community partners and members for their
collaborative efforts to help victims of
domestic violence live violence-free
lives.
Friends of Yates, Inc.-Della Gill/
Joyce H. Williams Center for Battered
Women and their Children continues
to provide comprehensive programs
and services for battered women as
they make the transition from “Victim”
to “Survivor.” These programs and
services include a strength-based case
management program, BridgeSPAN
Healthcare Program, Crime Awareness Coordinating Effort, community
education and outreach, individual

and group counseling, educational
seminars, children programs, court
advocacy, job coach, budgeting
substance abuse services, Keep a
Clear Mind, transitional housing and a
24-hour crisis hotline.
In recognition of extraordinary
community efforts to not only end
violence, but to also be a support and
or resource to survivors; community
activists, officials and advocates received the “Mary Ann Flunder/ Castina
Cooper Distinguished Service Award.”
The honorees, individually
or collectively impacted the
lives of survivors of abuse.
Award recipient’s included:
Ms. Angela Hobson, Comm.
Harold L. Johnson, Comm.
Melissa Bynum, Dep. Chief
Tyrone Garner, Dist. Atty.
Mark Dupree, Donnie V.
Bowers, Doug Harsh, Dr.
George Smith, Erin Jones,

Jeff Christopherson, Jennie N. Moore
Chapter #50, Joe Monslow, Judy
Kennedy, Maj. Kelli Bailiff, Rep. Kathy
Wolfe-Moore, Rep./Comm. Tom Burroughs, Rev. Dr. Robert L. Baynham,
Rev. Vernon Debose,. Sheila Hollis,
Sheri Purpose Hall, Shirley Wickliffe
and Tamara Jordan.
Those in attendance heard
highlights of 2018 Friends of YatesDella Gill/Joyce H. Williams Domestic
Violence Program, which included outreach services to 2,097 individuals and

groups. Over
291 victims
of domestic
violence were
provided
shelter and
transitional
housing, they
occupied over
5,026 bed
nights, and
over 2,279
calls were

2

1
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PHOTOS: 1. 2018 Mary Ann Flunder/ Castina Cooper Distinguished Service Award
Recipients 2. Ms. Stacy Putman performs for the audience. 3. Ms. LaDora Lattimore,
Friends of Yates Executive Director/ CEO addresses the attendees.

4

Photos Courtesy of Friends of Yates

3
answered on the 24-hour service
hotline.
The Mistress of Ceremony for the
luncheon was Olivia Dorsey, community affairs director for KMBC,
Channel 9. This year’s featured
artist included saxophonist Dr.
Vernard Johnson who serenaded the
audience with a performance of “Amazing Grace.”
Stacy Putman performed an
emotional liturgical dance
to “Release It” by Vickie
Winans, and Sheri Purpose
Hall delivered a thoughtprovoking piece that compared a deer in headlights
to a woman experiencing
domestic violence and the
complexities of why women
stay.
Friends of Yates Executive
Director/CEO, Ms. LaDora
Lattimore gave robust remarks acknowledging the
gratitude, and appreciation
the agency and those served
have for special community
partners, donors, contributors, and supporters who
continue to make the
Friends of Yates mission
possible. 
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Wichita Links Proudly Celebrate 50 Years
The vision of 13 young ladies in
1968 has proven a blessing to the
Wichita community and hundreds
of young men and women who have
benefitted from the programs of the

Wichita Chapter of Links, Inc. That
vision, 50 years ago, of the founding members of the chapter was
celebrated during a special Golden
Legacy Luncheon held on Sun., Dec.

2, at the Wichita Hyatt Regency.
Josephine Brown, the only living
founding member, was a special
guest of honor at the event. Jo’s
presence was possibly more
honored than that of her granddaughter, Sheinelle Jones-Ojeh who
was keynote speaker for the event.

Jones, the co-anchor of the Saturday
edition of Weekend Today, the host
of MSNBC Live, and a correspondent
for all platforms of NBC News, flew
home to Wichita just for the occasion.
Jones, is a third-generation member
of the Links, Inc. Her mother Sheila

Kinard (Jo’s daughter) is also a Link
and an active member of the chapter
her mother helped found.
Sheneille’s message, obviously
geared to the Link’s golden anniversary celebration, was about Living
Your Life Like it’s Golden, or simply
put, living the best life you can. 

1

2

3
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PHOTOS:
Doris Lee; Jo Brown;
Sheinelle Jones,
co-anchor of the
Saturday edition of
Weekend Today, a
host of MSNBC Live,
and a correspondent
for all platforms of
NBC News; Sheila
Kinnard Sheinelle’s
mother, and Sharon
Cranford donned
their hats and
gloves. 2. Jesse

and Mary Barnes.
3. Judge Jennifer
Jones received
a Certificate of
Achievement during the luncheon.
4. Verner Cartledge, DeShawne
Boyd and Dr. Rhea
Rogers-Knowles
show off their hats.
5. Jo Brown, is the
only living founder
of the Wichita
Links Chapter.

Photos by My Pictureman
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Merry Christmas
& Happy New

LEGACY
from page 4
comment of pride is anything other
than what it was — I find it personally offensive.”
Once in office, Bush elevated
African-Americans to the heights of
public office. He nominated Powell
to the top post in the U.S. military.
He also appointed Dr. Louis Sullivan,
founding president of the Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta,

as secretary of health and human
services.
"He is someone who I would
characterize as fiscally conservative
and socially liberal," Sullivan said in
an interview Monday. "He believed
that people should earn their way,
but he felt that everyone should have
the equal opportunity for development and appointment to positions.
He was very much committed to that,
as was his wife, Barbara."
In 1991, Bush nominated Thomas

ARCHIVES
from page 14

UNITED
from page 13
Kansas City, KS. This celebration
will include the Unity Feast as
well as a program. The Jan. 1
celebration begins at 3 p.m. with
the drum call and procession.
Each evening of Kwanzaa is
hosted by a local community
organization who highlights the
principles of Kwanzaa with
unique performances, speakers
and talent. During the opening
ceremony, our ancestors are
honored. 

Mbembe Milton Smith Poetry
Series
This poetry series highlights artists
whose work provokes discussion
of provocative historical issues
related to our community, region,
and country. This series also includes
an interactive poetry workshop component where participants can hone
their skills in the development of this
classic art form.
Soul of Art Pop Up Gallery
These “First Friday” events feature

to replace the retiring Marshall,
the first African-American on the
Supreme Court. Thomas was the
ideological opposite of Marshall, a
Civil Rights legend who argued the
Brown v. Board of Education case
that struck down school segregation.
Currently the longest-serving
member of the high court, Thomas
has ruled against affirmative action
and voted to end key protections in
the Voting Rights Act.
Also in 1991, Bush denounced

a variety of mixed media artists
whose work relates to aspects of
African American life and culture.
Artists featured in this program express themselves through sculpture,
painting, photography, and through
performance art.
With a totally new staff, we might
expect to see new program offerings
at the Archives in 2019.

CONNECTING TO THE COMMUNITY
With more than $4 million
invested in renovating the historic
home of the Black Archives, it’s beautiful, regal and pristine. The center
offers a great place for community
organizations to meet and for special

former Ku Klux Klan grand wizard
David Duke as a racist and a "charlatan" days before Duke lost his bid
for governor of Louisiana.
The 1992 Rodney King verdict and
Los Angeles riots also tested Bush on
race in his final year as president. In
a primetime address in the wake of
the burning and looting that resulted
in dozens of deaths, injuries and
arrests, Bush called for law and
order while seeming to empathize
with those who were angered by the

events.
Carmelita Williams, the recently
appointed executive director of the
Black Archives, definitely wants to
build a stronger connection between
the community and the Archives.
“We want people to come in; we
want people in the door,” says Williams who’s jut been on the job for
less than a month.
“It’s an incredibly beautiful place,”
that makes a great meeting space for
clubs
and
organizations,

acquittal of the officers charged in
the videotaped beating of the Black
motorist.
Harvard University historian Leah
Wright Rigueur said that ultimately,
Bush is hard to pin down on race.
"Bush helped pave the way for the
modern Republican Party, we see
now," she said. "He gives us Clarence
Thomas, but he also gives us Colin
Powell. That's his signature, that he
plays both sides of the game." 
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- ERRIN HAINES WHACK, AP
Williams continued.
The facility can even be rented for
receptions and social events. The
rental rates, posted on their website,
are surprisingly affordable.
Current operating hours for the
facility are: Wednesday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m., but events can be
scheduled outside regular hours of
operation. For more information
about use of the facility or to request
a tour call 816-221-1600. 

Season Greetings
From The Community Voice Staff
DEC. 13, 2018
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Untold Stories Are Focus at Wichita Black Republican Banquet

SOCIAL

T

he Sedgwick
County Black
Republican
Council held its 9th
Annual Recognition
Banquet on Dec.
8 at the Marriott
Hotel.
This year’s banquet theme “Untold
Stories” recognized
community people
whose stories we
should know but
don’t.
Trudy Baker has
been a strong proponent of health
education and
prevention. Her
expertise spans
over 40 years in various areas of practice
including Labor and Delivery, Community
Health and Student Health Services. She
recalled events of her childhood and her
mother’s illness that propelled her to go
into nursing.
John Stevens has spent time volunteer-

2
Photos by My Picture Man

1

ing with SCORE, counseling small business owners. He works as a community
activist through his participation in city
and neighborhood organizations.
Rowena Sanders was raised and
educated in Topeka. She recalled having
to walk 22 blocks to attend the Black
school while passing by several schools

that were much closer. She has since
relocated to Wichita and accepted a position with the Federal government. This
two-time cancer survivor has amassed
over 12,000 hours volunteering in the
surgery waiting room at Wesley Hospital.
Joseph Elmore is the Chairman of the
Council. 

3
PHOTOS: Honorees: Trudy Baker,
John Stevens and Rowena Sanders. 2. (Seated) (L-R)Jerry &
Sherry Spires, Joseph & Sandra
Elmore Standing (L-R) Martin &

Linda Pinkett, Barbara Ellis, Harley.
3. (L-R) Katie Phillips, John Baker
III, John Baker, Jr. Trudy Baker,
John Baker, Sr. and Ebony Harris.

AKA Beta Omega Chapter Hosts 66th Annual Debutante Ball
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T

he Beta Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and
the Ivy Community Service and
Education Foundation, Inc. (ICSEF)
hosted the 66th Annual Debutante
Ball on Nov. 23 at the Sheraton Kansas
City Hotel at Crown Center. The
theme, “A Legacy of Elegance and
Beauty”, came to life as 17 beautiful
Debutantes from high schools across
the Kansas City metropolitan area
dazzled onlookers with their presentation to society.
The evening included a presenter and Debutante waltz as well
as a Debutante and escort waltz. The
Debutantes also performed a dance
routine in tribute to their parents.
Payton Gabrielle Williams was
crowned Miss Debutante 2018 and
Myuah Christel Hamilton won Miss
Debutante First Runner-Up. Other
winners were: Sydney Nicole Pullen,
Miss Scholarship; Kendall Micole
Rogers, Miss Scholarship First Runner-Up; and Lauren Michelle Winston,
Miss Scholarship Second Runner-Up.
Kendall Micole Rogers also received

the Miss Fundraising title and Myuah
Christel Hamilton received the addi-

year. This year, Dr. April F.
Sutherland served as Debu-

1
Photos Courtesy of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority

tional title of Miss Congeniality. Each
of the remaining Debutante participants were given book awards.
The Kansas City Debutante Ball is a
cherished annual tradition. Two local
Alpha Kappa Alpha chapters, Beta
Omega of Kansas City, MO and Mu
Omega of Kansas City, KS, alternate
hosting responsibilities from year to

tante Ball General Chairman.
Ms. Cleora Taylor served
as General Co-Chairman.
Attorney Charnissa HollidayScott is president of Beta
Omega Chapter and Barbara
Ashby is president of the
ICSEF. 

2
PHOTOS: 1. Debutante Ball General
Chairman April F. Sutherland (L) and
Beta Omega President Charnissa
Holliday-Scott (R) congratulate newly
crowned Miss Debutante 2018, Payton
Gabrielle Williams.Miss Debutante
Winners. 2. (L to R): Sydney Pullen,

Miss Scholarship; Lauren Winston,
2nd Runner-Up Miss Scholarship;
Myuah Hamilton, 1st Runner-Up Miss
Debutante and Miss Congeniality;
Payton Williams, Miss Debutante 2018;
and Kendall Rogers, 1st Runner-Up
Miss Scholarship and Miss Fundraiser.
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McAdams Golf Club
wishes each of you a

Happy
New Year
&

Merry
Christmas
DEC. 13, 2018
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USDA Moves to ‘Make School Lunches Great Again’
•ChocolateMilk,RefinedGrainsHeadingBacktoSchoolLunchMenus

W
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ith a hint of a hyperbole,
Agriculture Secretary Sonny
Perdue moved earlier this
month to “make school meals great
again,” somewhat relaxing dietary
regulations championed by former first
lady Michelle Obama aimed at making
U.S. school lunches healthier.
Perdue’s announcement delivers
on a promise he made when he took
office in May 2017, said schools under
the current rules faced challenges
serving meals that were both appetizing and nutritious.
“If kids are not eating what is being
served, they are not benefiting, and
food is being wasted,” Perdue said in
a statement.
The new rules will affect nearly
99,000 schools and institutions that
feed children through USDA’s school
meal programs, the USDA said in a
release.
The new rules will provide local
schools with additional options to
serve healthy and appealing meals.
A final rule to be published later
this month in the Federal Register,
increases local flexibility in school

nutrition standards for milk, whole
grains, and sodium.
“This announcement is the result
of years of feedback from students,
schools, and food service experts
about the challenges they are
facing in meeting the final
regulations for school meals,”
Perdue said in a release.
The American Heart Association encouraged schools
to “stay the course” and
commit to meeting the stricter
standards that started going
into effect in 2012.
The Center for Science in
the Public Interest also said
the decision to roll back the
whole-grain requirement
makes no sense because
most schools were already in
compliance.
In 2010, the Democratled Congress and the Obama
administration imposed a new set of
school food regulations. The idea was
to make the food healthier.
The resulting regulation set
minimum levels of vegetables and

fruit served, calorie limits on how
much children can put on their trays,
it banned 2 percent and whole milk,
banned non-whole grains, set maximum fat levels, and set a schedule for

billion a year, parents get charged
another $6 billion, and states chip in
hundreds of millions more.
The trouble is, children throw a lot
of the food away.

lowering the sodium content of meals.
Some 30 million children eat the
lunches sponsored by the federal
National School Lunch Program. The
federal government spends some $13

How much? Nobody knows for
sure. Several studies, each limited to
a handful of schools, found waste of
roughly 25-45%, with vegetable waste
up to 90%.

Certainly a change in the standards
won’t fix all that’s wrong with school
lunches. Some other school lunch
issues that need to be addressed:
Time to Eat -- Some students don’t
finish their meals simply because the
school doesn’t give them enough time.
One in seven students has less than 15
minutes to eat, a 2013 parents survey
showed.
Eating Habits -- If children
don’t eat apples and broccoli at
home, they’re less likely to eat them
at school.
Mediocre Quality -- Since the
government pays for a lunch served,
not eaten, schools don’t have a
financial incentive to ensure children
actually eat their food. That may lead
schools to settle for mediocre meals.
It’s not that, there’s necessarily
something wrong with the food. But
there’s not much right with it either.
That’s especially so for schools serving
a lot of students from low-income
families, where the taxpayer picks up
the whole tab. As long as the food is
preferable to hunger, the schools don’t
have to worry too much about students
quitting on lunches altogether—and
thus stripping the school of the federal
funding. 

Wichita Promises Tuition-Free Scholarships Available to Attend WSU Tech

T

here’s a demand for
employees in Wichita’s
aviation and health
fields and the Wichita Promise Scholarship Program
is making available free,
training in these fields for
Wichita residents. However
thanks to additional grant
funds, residents of Wichita
City Council Districts One
and Three may be eligible
for additional financial assistance.
The scholarships are
available for use towards
up-to-16-week training
programs in the following
areas:
•AviationSheetMetalAs-

sembly
•CompositeFabrications
•ProcessMechanicPaint
•Surgicaltechnology
•PracticalNurseand
•DentalAssistant.
People who successfully complete
the program will received a technical certificate and a guaranteed job
interview.
In one year, Wichita Promise
Scholarships have been awarded to
39 residents of Wichita City Council
District Three and 64 residents of
District One. Presently, 20 District
Three Residents and 32 District One
residents are working in Wichita’s
aviation industry or continuing the
Grant money available in District 1. It’s your turn education at WSU Tech, respectively.
The good news is additional
now. Classes start every four weeks

grant funds are now available to assist District One and District Three
residents with their cost of tuition.
The grant funds were designated
by City Council members Brandon
Johnson (District One) and James
Clendenin (District Three) from
proceeds of the City’s sale of the
Hyatt Regency in downtown Wichita.
Each council member has a pool
of funds from the Hyatt sale for
use in their district. Johnson has
designated $75,000 for the grant
program and McClendon has designation $100,000.
Council District One covers much
of Northeast Wichita’s core AfricanAmerican community and District
Three covers predominately Southeast Wichita.

To be eligible for the program,
participants must be high school or
GED graduates, be new adult students at WATC/WSU Tech or previous
JumpStart students. Prior WATC/WSU
Tech students must have a minimum
cumulative 2.5 GPA.
Students must complete a financial
aid package and enroll in Spring
2019 semester.
The Wichita Promise Scholarship is only available for Spring
2019 semester and does not cover
textbooks and tools. Scholarships
are limited and will be awarded on
a first come first serve basis. For
more information, contact WSU
Tech or Colvin Center, 2820 S.
Roosevelt or Atwater Center, 2755
E. 19th St. 

Sprint Announces Expansion 27
of 1Million Project Foundation
Sprint first launched the 1Million
Project Foundation in August 2017.
During the 2017-2018 school year, the
1Million Project served 113,000 students
nationwide, and this school year, an
additional 150,000 students will receive
a free mobile device and free internet
access. The initiative helps to address the
homework gap that affects high school
students living in the more than 5 million
households across the country lacking
high-speed internet access.
In Kansas City, MO, approximately
24% of households do not have internet
access, and that number climbs to nearly
33% in Kansas City, KS. Last school year,
the foundation worked with four local
school districts to help 3,400 students
by providing them the essential digital
tools they need to access the internet
anywhere, anytime just as most of their
classmates do. With the expansion announced today, 13 new school districts
and 3,000 additional students will join.
Sprint and the 1Million Project Foundation also announced a partnership
with Best Buy to open a Teen Tech Center
in the Kansas City area to provide local
teens with access to free technology and
training needed for future success. 

EDUCATION

T

he program will give device and
anytime internet access to every
eligible high-schooler in the KC
Metro area.
Sprint CEO Michel Combes and the
1Million Project Foundation announced
new, significant investments to support
Kansas City area high school students
who lack home internet access and
struggle to keep up with their peers.
Combes outlined a drastic expansion
of the 1Million Project Foundation’s
(1MPF) effort to give free devices and
internet access to every high-schooler in
the KC Metro who does not have reliable
broadband service at home.
The program will expand locally
from four districts to 17, and will nearly
double the number of KC area student
participants to a total of 6,400.
“Education is the foundation for
success in life, and not having access
to the internet when you go home each
day from school can greatly hinder a
student’s ability to complete homework,
conduct research, and apply for jobs and
college admission,” said Combes. “Sprint
is a company that cares deeply about its
customers and communities, and that is
why we are helping low-income students
here in Kansas City.”
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National Martin Luther King, Jr. Theme: King’s Vision: Humanity Tied in a Single Garment of Destiny
The phrases “inescapable network of mutuality” and “single garment of destiny,” as well as the corresponding theme of interdependence, appeared many times in King’s writing and speeches.
How appropriate, in a growing era of divisiveness and intolerance,
for the King Center to select this passage as a theme for the 2019

WICHITA

Fri., Jan. 18, 2019
7 p.m., Free
Calvary Baptist Church – 2653 N.
Hillside
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
presents
5th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Celebration
Keynote Speaker, Rev. Robert
Johnson, pastor at St. Mark United
Methodist Church.

Mon., Jan 21, 2019
7:30 a.m., $30
St. James Episcopal Church – 3750 E.
Douglas
ARISE Inc. presents
Heroes & Sheroes Breakfast
For tickets contact 316 685-0453,
316 681-0544 or scran50452@cox.
net
12 Noon, Free
WSU Metroplex - 5015 East 29th St N
Greater Wichita Ministerial League
presents
2019 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Worship Celebration
Special Guest: Bishop Marvin
Winans, Senior Pastor, Perfecting
Church, Detroit MI and a award win-

Seasons
Greetings
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Mon., Jan. 21, 2019

King Holiday celebration.
We’re all in this together, and the impact on you has an impact
on me.
The theme is even more relevant as Americans live daily under
the leadership of a narcissistic president who, typical of the per-

ning National Gospel artist.

KANSAS CITY, MO

Sat. Jan 12

7 p.m., $20
GEM Theater – 1615 E 18th
Gospel Artist Tribute
Featuring performances by: Millie
Edwards Nottingham, Doriel Demps,
Teresa McClendon, Genetter Bradley,
Mia Ramsey and Quez.

Sun., Jan 13
3:30 p.m., Free
Community Christian Church – 4601
Main St.
Interfaith Service
The keynote speaker will be Rev.
Teresa Hord Owens. Rev. Owens is the
first African-American to be elected
as the General Minister and President
of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in the US and Canada.

Tue., Jan 15
12 Noon, $75 (available online at
www.sclckc.org)
Downtown Marriott – 200 W. 12th
Rev. Dr. Nelson “Fuzzy” Thompson
Community Luncheon
The President’s award will be
presented to Bishop Mark C. Tolbert.
The Community Service award will be

awarded to Kansas City Star Breaking
News reporter, Glenn Rice.

Tue., Jan 17
6 p.m., Cost $75
Black Achievers Reception and
Awards Dinner
Federal Reserve Bank – 1 Memorial
Drive
15 Black Achievers will be inducted
into the Black Achievers Society.

Fri., Jan. 18
11 a.m., $85
Marriott Downtown – 200 W 12th
Metropolitan Community College
Foundation presents
5th Annual Chancellor’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Luncheon
Featured speaker Kevin Willmott
who co-wrote the movie “BlacKkKlansman.” Wilmott is a professor of
film and media studies at the University of Kansas.

Sun., Jan 20
Palestine Missionary Baptist Church –
3619 E. 35th
3:30 p.m., Free
City-Wide Community Forum &
Panel The forum topic is: ``Moving
from Mass Incarceration to Mass
Mobilization: African American Men
Rising!’’

sonality disorder, continues to project an inflated sense of his own
importance, a deep need for excessive attention and admiration,
and a lack of empathy for others.
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.

6 p.m., Free
Community Mass Celebration
Keynote speaker will be Representative Karen Bass,. The Legacy Award
will be presented to Ms. Rosemary S.
Lowe for her leadership in a life of
service to the community.

MANHATTAN

Sat., Jan. 19

4:00- 6:00 p.m.
MLK Jr. Community Celebration
Peace Memorial Auditorium - 1101
Poyntz Avenue
Speaker: Corey Williamson, Executive Director, Kansas State University
Student Union

Mon., Jan. 21, 2019

8 a.m., $10 for breakfast buffet
Prayer Breakfast
Four Points by Sheraton -530 Richards Drive
Speaker: Dr. David L. Griffin Sr.,
Former Assistant Dean, College of
Education and Director of the Center
for Student and Professional Services,
Kansas State University
Topic: Responding to the Dream

Send us your King
Calendar Items
Deadline (Fri., Jan. 4, 2019)
Email info to:
Guillory@tcvpub.com
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Have a Blessed Holiday Season
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Jackson Mortuary

and Rhonda Lewis-Birdsong

Wichita
Dean, Ada M., 78, died 12/9/18.
Service is pending.

Gracey, Geneva, 92, died 12/10/18.
Service is pending.
Jackson, Phillip J., 62, died
11/28/18. Service was held 12/8/18
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. He is
survived by: Mother; Phyllis Jackson,
sons; Dwayne, Phil and Lamar, sisters;
Lavonta, Audrey and brothers; Robert,
Wesley and Chris.
Lewis, Joseph Althea, 89, died
12/2/18. Service will be 12/15/18 at
11 am at St Mary Missionary Baptist
Church, 1648 E 17th. He is survived
by: daughters; Joni Lewis Williams

Rolfe, Juanita, 96, died 11/30/18.
Service was held 12/7/18 at New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church. She
is survived by family members; Clariesa Rolfe, James Daniel and Bessie
Henderson

Biglow Funeral
Wichita
Neil, James, Luke, 40, died
12/1/18. Service is pending.
Ross, Gene, 55, died 12/9/18. Service is pending.
Starr, Sr., Robert, Percy, 68,
died 12/1/18. Service will be held
12/14/18 at 1 p.m. at The Upper
Room Church, 2036 N Pennsylvania.
Thiv, “Baby” Theo, newborn, died
11/29/19. Service is pending.

R J Bethea
Wichita
Cook, Barbara Jean, 63, died
11/21/18. Service is pending.
Johnson, Joyce, 63, died 12/6/18.
Service is pending.
Lee, Sr., Varice, 81, died 11/26/18.
Service was held 12/8/18 at New Testament Non-Denomination Church.

Bowser-Johnson
Topeka
Brixley, Lois, K, 87, died 12/7/18.
Service is pending.

Peaceful Rest
Topeka
Friend, Clara H., 85, died 12/1/18.
Service was held 12/12/18 at Peaceful
Rest Funeral Chapel.

held 12/7/18 at Allen Chapel AME
Church.

Phillips, Frederick M., 84, died
11/30/18. Service will be 12/17/18
at KCK Community Church, 5901
Leavenworth Rd.
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Pennington, Kevin, 53, died
11/28/18. Service was held 12/7/18
at Thatcher Funeral Chapel.

Porter, Sherlyn J., 72, died
12/1/18. Service is pending.
Seahorn, Troy Lee, 68, died
11/28/18. Service was held 12/11/18
at KCK Community Church.

Thatcher Funeral

Sublett, Harry L., 93, died 12/1/18.
Service was held 12/10/18 at
Thatcher Funeral Chapel.
Spears, James Tyrone, 21, died
11/8/18. Service was held 11/17/18
at Our Lady and St. Rose Catholic
Church.

OBITUARIES

Dyer, III, William, H., 65, died
12/3/18. Service is pending. He is
survived by: children, Loretta Ricker,
Bobby McDaniel, David McDaniel,
Joey Dyer, Michael McDaniel and
Zsigmarius Dyer.

McDougle, Barcinna, 71, died
12/9/18. Service is pending.

Walker, Doretha, Lavenia, 86, died
12/1/18. Service was held 12/11/18
at 10 a.m. at St. Luke C.O.G.I.C

Kansas City
Webster, Jr., Joe, 82, died
11/13/18. Service was held 11/24/18
at Pleasant Green Baptist Church

Harvey, Mary Helen, 71, died
11/17/18. Service will be held
12/1/18, 11:00 am at Thatcher’s
Funeral Chapel.

May God Give
You Peace
During the
Holiday Season

McDonald, Sandraliece, M. 74,
died 12/1/18. Service was held
12/8/18 at Pleasant Green Baptist
Church.
Nelson, Voltie V., 96 died 12/24/18.
Service was

Other Deaths
Aunt Janice Mitchell, a number
of close cousins, and some
recently discovered siblings.
Burgin, Keith Leon, 66, died
12/16, 18 in Cedar Hill, TX.
Service was held 12/13/18, at
Community Baptist Church,
Desoto, TX. He is survived
by: daughter Keidra Burgin
(Jacobie) McGriff, Houston;
sister Carolyn Burgin (Royce)
Griffin, Plano, TX; and ex-wife
Jocelyn Burgin. Keith was a
Wichita native and graduated
from Wichita Heights

DEC. 13, 2018

Iverson, Marcia Lynn, 43,
passed, 11/14/18, in Houston,
TX. Marcia was born in
Wichita, the daughter of the
late Lura Mae Iverson and
Willis Walker. She was raised
by her grandmother Wilda Lee
Mitchell, assisted by her aunt
Janice Mitchell. She attended
Holy Savior Catholic School,
graduated from Wichita Southeast, and attended St. Mary’s
Baptist Church. In 2012, she
became the mother to her
wonderful son Maeson. She
is survived by son Maeson Joe,
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Allows parents or grandparents to provide their loved ones with the
Best possible life insurance benefits at an affordable rate.

Super Youth Term Annual Premium
Issue ages are 0 through 23. With the Super Youth Term, the annual
premium is the same at all ages up to 24.
Amount of
Insurance

Annual
Premium

Amount of
Insurance

Annual
Premium

$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000

$14.00
$21.00
$28.00
$30.00

$30,000
$35,000
$40,000
$50,000

$36.00
$42.00
$48.00
$50.00

FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK LADIES ASSOCIATION

For more information call

CLIFF CROSS

40 YEARS
of insurance service

(316)721-4200 (OFFICE) • (316)841-0091 (CELL)

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

SUPER YOUTH TERM LIFE INSURANCE
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