
N
O

V
. 2

9
, 2

0
1
8   |     T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 V
O

IC
E

 5Kansas State News

T
he federal public defender’s 
office has asked for the release 
of 67 inmates from the federal 

prison at Leavenworth and plans to 
seek freedom for more than 150 
others because authorities secretly 
recorded conversations 
between prisoners and their 
attorneys that are supposed to 
be private.

The recordings first came 
to light in mid-2016 when 
criminal defense attorneys 
inadvertently learned of the 
recordings during a criminal 
case accusing inmates and 
guards at Leavenworth of 
trafficking in drugs and other 
contraband. After a video 
recording surfaced of an 
inmate who had just met with 
his attorney, criminal defense 
attorneys discovered that their 
calls and meetings with clients 
may have been taped.

Under the Sixth Amendment 
to the Constitution, conversations 
between attorneys and clients are 
confidential. 

Evidence at a hearing in August 

2016 revealed that the private contrac-
tor operating the facility, then known as 
Correction Corporations of America and 
since rebranded as CoreCivic Inc., had 
made recordings of confidential con-
versations between inmates and their 

attorneys and may have passed some 
of it on to government prosecutors in 
response to a grand jury subpoena.

As a result, U.S. District Judge Julie 

Robinson appointed David R. Cohen, a 
neutral third party, to investigate, later 
expanding the scope of his investigation 
to look into whether the government 
obtained and used such recordings. 
After initially cooperating, the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office became uncooperative 
and in October 2017 the Federal Public 
Defender’s office file a motion to have 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Kansas in 

contempt of court.  
That motion triggered a hearing that 

began in May 2018.  However, after 
a highly charged day-long hearing in 
federal court, U.S. Attorney Stephen 
McAllister said his office was prepared 
to work out an agreement with the 
Federal Public Defender’s Office and 
Cohen.  An agreement was never 
reached and the parties were back in 
court again this fall.  

Federal public defender’s added on 
a motion for the release of 67 inmates 
whose conversations with their attor-
neys were recorded. 

Most of the federal inmates are 
being held in drug or firearms-related 
cases.  

At the hearing, testimony continued 
on the contempt of court motion, with 
Cohen testifying it took months to get 
any documents from federal prosecu-
tors and those documents provided 
little usable information. He said he 
was surprised to learn that the office 
was seeking to recuse itself from the 
investigation and that at least one 
attorney had been told not to talk to 
him.

Tom Beall, who was acting U.S. 

Attorney at the time, testified his office 
had cooperated with Cohen and had 
not intentionally slowed the investiga-
tion or hidden information. He said 
the delay in providing requested in-
formation was due in part to his belief 
that he needed permission from the 
Department of Justice before respond-
ing to Cohen's requests. And he said 
he didn't want to commit the office to 
legal procedures while waiting for a 
new U.S. attorney to be named.

Also at issue was whether former 
and current prosecutors testified truth-
fully at an earlier hearing, whether 
the government knew it had record-
ings of attorney-client conversations, 
and whether prosecutors properly 
disclosed evidence.

Federal Public Defender Melody 
Brannon alleges the government 
wiped clean the hard drive on the one 
computer in the U.S. attorney’s office 
dedicated to playing videos from the 
prison after the court had ordered 
the government to turn over all hard 
drives.

The government denied the accusa-
tion, saying that the software upgrade 
happened before the court order.

I
f elections have consequences, 
the top-of-the-ticket win for 
Democrats in Kansas likely car-

ries no more obvious upshot than 
the probable expansion of Medicaid 
in the state.

After years of unyielding op-
position from former Republican 
Gov. Sam Brownback and his 
successor — Gov. Jeff Colyer — 
Democratic Gov.-elect Laura Kelly 
looks positioned to broaden public 
health insurance coverage to tens of 
thousands more Kansans.

Kelly campaigned on expansion 
and listed it among her priorities in 
an election night victory speech.

“It’s long past time to expand 
Medicaid so that more Kansans have 

Feds’ Misconduct Could Lead to Release of 200+ Federal Inmates at Leavenworth

With Democrat Governor, Kansas Is A Whole Lot Closer To Medicaid Expansion
access to affordable health care,” Kelly 
said to cheers from supporters.

Kelly, a veteran state senator from To-
peka, defeated Kansas Secretary of State 
Kris Kobach. A conservative Republican, 
he opposed expansion with at least as 
much vigor as Brownback and Colyer.

Kelly’s decisive five-point win has 

made longtime advocates of expansion 
optimistic that they can get it signed 
into law during the 2019 legislative ses-
sion, which begins Jan. 14.

“We’re hopeful,” said Tom Bell, 
president and CEO of the Kansas Hos-
pital Association. “But we’re also not 
taking anything for granted.”

Bell and other supporters fear that 
the defeat of some moderate Re-
publicans by conservatives may have 
softened support for expansion in the 
Kansas House. However, with Kelly in 
the governor’s office, they would no 
longer need a veto-proof majority.

The Legislature approved expansion 

By Jim McLean
Kansas News Service 

C
urrently, eligibility for KanCare, Kansas’ privatized 
Medicaid program is limited to children, pregnant 
women, people with disabilities and seniors in 

need of long-term care who have exhausted their financial 
resources. Parents are eligible only if they earn less than 
a third of the federal poverty level, less than $10,000 for a 
four-person family.

Single adults without children currently are not eligible no 
matter their income.

Expansion would extend eligibility to all Kansans who 
earn up to 138% of the poverty level, or about $17,000 
annually for an individual and approximately $34,000 for a 
family of four.

In addition to extending coverage to an estimated 150,000 
low-income Kansans who are now not eligible for KanCare, 
expansion would draw billions in additional federal funding. 
Advocates say that would help struggling hospitals across 
the state, many in rural areas.

No Health Insurance? Medicaid Expansion Could Help

in 2017, but Brownback vetoed the 
bill.

Republican lawmakers shouldn’t 
waste energy opposing expansion, 
said Jim Joice, executive director of 
the Kansas Republican Party.

“I’m not sure if that (opposition) 
would be the best political strategy, if 
that’s the hill you want to die on this 
year,” Joice said.

The priority for Republicans 
should be holding Kelly to her pledge 
to balance the budget, fund schools, 
re-start the highway program and 
expand Medicaid without a tax 
increase, Joice said.

Jim McLean is managing director 
of the Kansas News Service, a col-
laboration of KCUR, Kansas Public 
Radio, KMUW and High Plains Pub-
lic Radio covering health, educa-
tion and politics. 

Operators of the Leavenworth Federal Prison have been caught recording the tele-
phone calls and taping videos of conversations between prisoners and their attorneys. 
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National News

The Supreme Court Considering States’ Rights to ‘Take Your Stuff’ 

T
yson Timbs made a mistake, 
but he wants, and believes he 
deserves, his Land Rover back.  

Timbs, 37 and an admitted former 
drug addict, sold a few grams of 
heroin worth less than $400 to 
undercover police officers in 2013.  
He was driving the Land Rover when 
the Richmond, IN, authorities arrested 
him and seized the SUV under the 
state’s Civil Asset Forfeiture law.  

The basic question before the 
Supreme Court is whether Eighth 
Amendment protection from "exces-
sive fines" applies to civil asset forfei-
ture at the state level. Most of the Bill 
of Rights is "incorporated," meaning it 
applies to states. For example, a state 
can't enact a law limiting the First 
Amendment right to free speech. 

If the justices rule that the Eighth 
Amendment protection does apply on 
a state level  – which they may  – hefty 
fees, fines and forfeitures imposed by 
state and local governments may be in 
jeopardy.

Two dozen friend-of-the-court 
briefs were filed on Timbs’ behalf 
from groups as diverse as the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.  Their 
arguments point to a trend that has 
resulted in some 10 million people 
owing more than $50 billion, accord-
ing to a study by the John F. Kennedy 

School of Government at Harvard 
University and the National Institute 
of Justice. It's a trend both the court's 
conservative and liberal justices 
seemed to find objectionable.

"I don't actually understand your 
argument," Associate Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor told Indiana Solicitor 
General Thomas Fisher, who defended 
states' right to impose property forfei-
tures despite the Eighth Amendment's 
protections. "If we look at these forfei-
tures that are occurring today ... many 
of them seem grossly disproportionate 
to the crimes being charged."

Among examples cited by left- and 
right-wing groups:

A Missouri couple racked up 
$180,000 in fines for lacking turf 
grass in their yard.

A Michigan man who underpaid his 
2011 property tax by $8.41 had his 
property auctioned off for $24,500.

A Florida homeowner who did not 
register a burglar alarm with the local 
government accrued $75 daily fines, 
resulting in a $115,625 lien on his 
property. 

Timbs' conviction resulted in a 
year's home detention, five years' pro-
bation and about $1,200 in fees. But it 
was the seizure of his SUV, purchased 
with life insurance proceeds after his 
father's death, that led to the lawsuit. 

Not all the justices were convinced 

the state acted irresponsibly in 
taking the car. Chief Justice John 
Roberts said states routinely seize 
property used in committing crimes. 
Associate Justices Samuel 
Alito and Stephen Breyer 
wondered why a hefty 
penalty would be con-

sidered excessive while a 
lengthy prison term would 
not.

What if the vehicle seized 
had been a "15-year-old 
Kia," Alito wondered, or "a 
Bugatti, which costs like 
a quarter of a million dol-
lars?" Wesley Hottot, Timbs' 
lawyer, said any forfeiture 
could be deemed exces-
sive when compared to the 
crime.

"I think in this instance, 
any forfeiture of the 
vehicle would be excessive 
because this vehicle was 
not instrumental to this 
crime," Hottot said. "It was 
incidental."

APPLYING THE BILL OF 

RIGHTS

Many of the seemingly 
excessive fines and forfeitures are 
contested and later reduced. But a 
ruling from the Supreme Court that 
clearly applies the Eighth Amend-
ment's prohibition could cut down on 
their imposition in the first place.

The case represents the latest effort 
to determine what portions of the 
Bill of Rights apply to the states. Most 
rights, such as the Second Amend-

ment's right to bear arms for self-de-
fense, have been extended. But others, 
such as the right to a unanimous jury 
verdict under the Sixth Amendment, 

have not. 
"Here we are in 2018 still litigating 

incorporation of the Bill of Rights. 
Really?" Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch 
marveled.

PAYING FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

The state's seizure of Timbs' Land 
Rover was defended by several na-
tional municipal groups. They argued 
in court papers that the vehicle was 

used in heroin trafficking that may 
have generated profits equal to its 
price, and that its forfeiture properly 
left Timbs without the ride he needed 

for his craft.
The groups' support 

is not surprising. State 
and local governments 
increasingly use funds 
collected in criminal 
and civil cases to pay 
for municipal services. 
The 100 cities with the 
highest proportion of 
revenue from fines and 
fees in 2012 financed 
between 7% and 30%of 
their budgets that way, 
the ACLU said.

"Perhaps because they 
are politically easier to 
impose than generally 
applicable taxes, state 
and local governments 
nationwide increasingly 
depend heavily on fines 
and fees as a source of 
general revenue," its 

friend-of-the-court brief 
said.

The practice often leads 
low-income defendants further into 
poverty, crime, prison and recidivism, 
the liberal Southern Poverty Law 
Center and libertarian Cato Institute 
argued in court papers. The American 
Bar Association noted that nearly two-
thirds of prisoners have little prospect 
of paying fines and fees upon their 
release.

•WewarnedyouaboutCivilAssetForfeiture,alawthatallowsthegovern-

ment to take your assets if they feel they were used in a crime or gained 

from the proceeds of a crime.  Finally, the Supreme Court is taking a look at 

the law, which may have some implications for Kansas, which has some of 

the most far-reaching asset forfeiture laws in the country.  

The Supreme Court, as well as both conservative and liberal 
groups appear to becoming more and more frustrated by gov-
ernment’s use of Civil Asset Forfeiture laws to take “people’s 
stuff.”  We wrote about this in our May 28 issue.  If you want 
to learn more about Civil Asset Forfeiture, and particularly 
Kansas’ laws, which are among the most far reaching in the 
country, you can read our story online at www.communi-
tyvoiceks.com.   



I
n the morning after Election Day, 
President Donald Trump chided 
U.S. Rep. Mia Love for losing her 

re-election bid in reliably red Utah.
She hadn't lost – yet. That only 

became official on Tuesday.
The first Black Republican woman 

elected to Congress in 2015, Love lost 
her bid for a third term by less than 
700 votes against Salt Lake County 
Mayor Ben McAdams, adding to the 

Democratic majority in the U.S. House 
of Representatives come January.

"This race was about connect-
ing with Utah," McAdams said while 
declaring victory on Monday night 
before the final results were posted by 
the state. "This race was about who 
was best positioned to serve Utah and 
working to not get it caught up in a 
national, partisan election."

The race had remained too close to 

call for The Associated Press for two 
weeks. 

"Regardless of how you voted, I 
want to express my sincere appre-
ciation to you for engaging in the 
process," Love said. "It is one of many 
reasons this is the greatest country on 
earth."

Love was among House Republi-
cans targeted in the hours after the 
midterms by Trump, who suggested 

their defeats were at least in part 
because of their refusal to embrace his 
presidency.

It’s difficult to guess what Love will 
do next, the one-time darling of the 
political party may not be as embraced 
now, following her snub of Trump.  

Her past experience included serv-
ing on the Utah City, UT city council 
and later as mayor of the City.  

A Fine Arts major in college, she 

passed on 
a role on 
Broadway, 
instead 
choosing 
to stay in 
Utah to get 
married.  
She and 
her husband are still together and the 
parents of three children.  

Trump's Proclamation Comes True: Rep. Mia Love Loses Re-election 

Love



The Commmunity Voice 
P.O. Box 20804 
Wichita, KS  67208

Change Service Requested  

NOV. 29, 2018VOLUME 25 NUMBER 23

PRSRT STD

US POSTAGE PAID

WICHITA KS

PERMIT NO. 560

www.communityvoiceks.com

VOICE
THE Community

A trusted voice from the community’s perspective  

Kansas City •
Page 6

Wichita •
Page 8

Obituaries • 
Page 15

11 Holiday Music Awards 
Honors Wichita Singers

Free 

8

It May Be From
Wyandotte County

Kansas City

Will it Work for Future 

Black Candidates

Did You Receive a 
Collection Letter

6

The Abrams’ 
Strategy 16

10

Arts & Culture

Creed II & Widows 
Plus:  What is a Green Book?

At the Movies: 
Green Book” 

Health

12

Common 
Cold

What Is It & 
How Do You Get It?

Holiday Events to Keep 
the Family Entertained



T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

|  
 N

O
V

. 2
9,

 2
01

8 

2

P
U

B
L

IS
H

E
R

’S
 P

A
G

E

P.O. Box 20804  • Wichita, KS 67208 
316.681.1155  

Press Releases:  press@tcvpub.com
Advertising:  adcopy@tcvpub.com

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 23 
NOV. 29, 2018

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF — Bonita Gooch

SOCIAL MEDIA  —  Glen Sharp

OUTREACH — Elaine Guillory

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Glen Frizell, Gwedolyn Squires, and 
Glenda Overstreet

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
Mike Kinard/Pictureman Productions
Kamiasha Tyner/Dignified Digital

GRAPHIC DESIGN  —  Elaine Guillory 
and Glen Sharp

ADVERTISING SALES — Cornell Hill 

E-MAIL

STAFF

The contents of each issue of  
THE COMMUNITY VOICE are copyrighted.  
Articles appearing in THE COMMUNITY 
VOICE may not be reproduced without writ-
ten permission of the publisher.  All rights 
reserved.  THE COMMUNITY VOICE is not 
responsible for unsolicited manuscripts 
or photographs. Please enclose a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to guarantee 
return. 

Advertising rates available upon request. 
Email requests for advertising rates to:  
adcopy@tcvpub.com or  
call us at 316-681-1155. 

Kansas City: 
e-mail: cVoiceKC@tcvpub.com  
Phone: 913 202-0900  

The Community Voice 
(ISSN 1090-3852) 

Published biweekly for $27.95 per year 
in Sedgwick County, $35.95 per year 
outside Sedgwick County by: 
TCV Publishing, Inc. 
2918 E. Douglas
Wichita, KS  67214 

Standard postage paid in Wichita, KS. 
POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to: 
The Community Voice 
P.O. Box 20804 
Wichita, KS  67208

DISTRIBUTION  

On-entry newsracks in Wichita, 
Hutchinson, and Salina  area 

Wichita -- Patricia Patterson, 
Geno Washington & PKK Distribution
Hutchinson -- Destin Pope
Salina -- Georgaleen Thomas
Junction City -- Cortez McKinnis, Jr. 
Topeka -- Brenda Porter
Kansas City -- Vernon Smith, Tracy Allen  
& Publisher’s Delivery Solutions

ONLINE
www.communityvoiceks.com

The Community Voice &
WichitaCommmunityVoiceConnect

@CVOICEKS & @CVOICEKC

www.communityvoicekc.com

Will 200+ Leavenworth 
Inmates Be Released 
Due to Fed’s Misconduct?

Authorities secretly recorded 

inmates’ conversations with their 

lawyers in federal prison, a violation 

of the Sixth Amendment. Inmates 

are currently suing the government.     

Check Out the Holiday 
Events Around Kansas
Events around the state 

include Christmas lightings, 

concerts, shows and more in 

Wichita, Kansas City, Topeka, 

Hutchinson, Junction City and 

Salina.  

   

Black Panther Creator 
Stan Lee Fought 
Racism With His Pen

The Marvel Comics chief’s 

underdog-superhero creations and 

sense of social justice resonated 

with the Black community in the 

1960s and still do today. 

Closed Bank Will House 
3 Community Groups
When the Commerce 

Bank at Wichita’s 21st & Grove 
closes in Dec., the building will 
be donated to three non-profit 
groups. The facility will be called 
Founders Grove.

Leavenworth County 
Official Said He Was 
Part of ‘Master Race’ 

During a public meeting, an elderly 

White county commissioner made 

strange remarks to a Black woman 

about being part of the “master race,” 

which created a furor and led to 

pressure for him to resign.

Our Top 5 Online Stories 

I
f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly 
on our website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up 
to receive our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between 

each bi-weekly issue of “The Community Voice.”  Here’s just 
some of what you missed during the last two weeks. 

41

2

3

5



Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Top Photo Front : Pastor Moses Greasham was among the honorees at the 
2018 Holiday Music Awards (See Story Page 8)

Let Our Ads Work for You 
Advertising in The Community Voice 

gets your message to about 30,000 readers* across Kansas.     

(*Data provided by professional audit) 

Next Issue Dates:  
Dec. 13 • Break • Jan. 12 • Jan. 26

Deadline for submissions for our 12/13 issue is 12/07.

VOICE
Never miss a copy of 

The Community Voice.  
Read  it online FREE 

@  www.communityvoiceks.com 
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BLACK SINGERS HAVE 
HISTORIC WEEK ON 

COUNTRY MUSIC 
CHARTS

Jimmie Allen has made history as 
the first Black artist to have his debut 
single reach No. 1 on country radio, 
and it happened on the same week 
Kane Brown, who is Black and White, 
has the top country and pop album in 
the U.S.

Allen said he cried when he got the 
news his song, "Best Shot," hit the top 
spot on Billboard's country airplay 
chart, which tracks radio success.

Allen co-wrote "Best Shot" and it 
appears on his debut album, "Mercury 
Lane," released last month. Brown's 
sophomore album, "Experiment," 
debuted at No. 1 on Billboard's 200 
albums and country albums charts, 
respectively, this week.

The 32-year-old Allen said he's 
happy to diversify contemporary coun-
try music while also paying tribute to 
other Black artists in the genre, from 
Charley Pride to Darius Rucker.

Pride and Brown have had No. 1 
country radio hits, but not with their 
debut songs

MICHELLE OBAMA’S 
MEMOIR SELLS 1.4M 

COPIES IN FIRST WEEK
Michelle Obama’s “Becoming” has 

become a massive hit.
Crown Publishing told The Associ-

ated Pres that the former first lady’s 
memoir has sold more than 1.4 million 
copies in print and digital formats in 
the U.S. and Canada in the seven days 
since it was released Nov. 13.

“Becoming” is well exceeding the 
pace of previous memoirs by first 

ladies. Reviews of the 
book, which traces 
Obama’s journey from 
Chicago’s South Side 
to the White House, 
have been positive, 
with The Washing-
ton Post praising its 

“impressive balance in telling the truth 
of her challenges while repeatedly 
acknowledging her lucky life.”

ROBERT DE NIRO, 
GRACE HIGHTOWER 
SPLIT AFTER MORE 

THAN TWO DECADES
It’s over for Robert De Niro and his 

wife Grace Hightower. The 75-year-old 
actor married Hightower in 1997 after 

dating for a decade. The pair share 
two children together, a 20-year-old 
son named Elliott and a 6-year-old 
daughter named Helen Grace, whom 
they had via surrogate.

According to PEOPLE, this isn’t the 
first time the couple has separated. In 
1999 the “Meet The Fockers,” actor 

publicly engaged in a custody dispute 
over their son, but the two eventually 
worked things out and the divorce was 
never finalized.

MARVIN GAYE TO GET 
2019 STAMP FROM US 

POSTAL SERVICE
Entertainment icon Marvin Gaye is 

getting his own commemorative stamp 
in 2019.  The stamp is part of the US 
Postal Service‘s new Forever stamps.

With this new stamp in the Music 
Icons series, the U.S. Postal Service 
honors Marvin Gaye (1939–1984) 
— the “Prince of Soul” — one of the 
most influential music performers of 
his generation. The stamp design fea-
tures a portrait of Gaye, with the 
stamp pane designed to 
resemble a vintage 
45 rpm record 
sleeve. One side of 

the pane includes 
the stamps, brief text 
about Gaye’s legacy, 
and the image of a 
sliver record seeming 
to peek out the 
top of the 
sleeve. 

IF BEALE STREET 
COULD TALK IN AMC 
THEATERS DEC 14 

“If Beale Street Could Talk,” by 
James Baldwin is a timeless and 
moving love story of both a couple’s 
unbreakable bond and the African-
American family’s empowering 
embrace, as told through the eyes 
of 19-year-old Tish Rivers (screen 
newcomer KiKi Layne). A daughter 
and wife-to-be, Tish vividly recalls 
the passion, respect and trust that 
have connected her and her artist 
fiancé Alonzo Hunt, who goes by the 
nickname Fonny (Stephan James). 
Friends since childhood, the devoted 
couple dream of a future together but 
their plans are derailed when Fonny 

is arrested for a crime he did not 
commit. Through the unique in-
timacy and power of cinema, “If 
Beale Street Could Talk” charts 
the emotional currents navigated 
in an unforgiving and racially 
biased world as the filmmaker 

poetically crosses time frames 
to show how love and 

humanity endure. 

Brown



Thank you to all of our donors, benefactors, partners and 

parents for believing and investing in our mission. 

Help us to continue to make a difference in the lives of 

youth – make a tax deductible donation to RMRH

Visit our FB page or RealMenRealHeroes.org and click the donate button

Mail checks to 1847 N. Chautauqua, Wichita KS 67214

(316) 973-0544 realmenrealheroeswichita@gmail.com

FROM REAL MEN 
REAL HEROES!

and Happy New Year

In The Community Voice’s  Annual

Holiday Greetings Issue

• Let them know they’re appreciated and loved,
• Wish them Happy Holidays & a Prosperous New Year,
• Thank them for their support and/or business, & 
• Help Support The Community Voice that gives freely   
      to the community all year long.

Gary Potts

Carwash and Mobile Wash

3027 S. Broadway 

(316) 871-1025

Wichita, KS 67216  

ProDet
ailWichita.c

om

Bumper to Bumper Detail • Hand Waxing • Odor Removal (Smoke/pets) • Polish

If your car isn’t becoming to you, then you should be coming to us!

Happy Holidays from Gary 

and the crew!

Send Holiday GreetinGS
To the community, friends, family and/or customers

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year Rev. Dr. Akiiki Daisy Kabagarama

Radio Host of “A Light from the Nile” on 

KSUN Community Radio 95.9.

Coming Early 2018 “My Grandmother’s 

Story of Capture, Loss, Redemption and 

Survival.”

Dec. 13, 
2018 

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasFrom
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.Wichita Alumnae Chapter
Wichita Alumnae Chapter

Call (316) 681-1155

Ads begin at $150
Space Reservation Deadline, 
Thurs., Dec. 6
BONUS GIFT
A post of your holiday greeting on Facebook!  
Your ad will reach both our print and online fans  

Allen
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High Aspirations 8th Annual Mentors Challenge Addresses Lack of Role Models

PHOTOS: 1. (L-R) Former Sprint 
Foundation President; Ralph Reid ac-
cepts award as honoree and mentor’s 
challenge winner from Fariid Tokpah 
and High Aspirations Director, Henry 
Wash.  2.  In preparation for the din-
ner, Aaron Smith assists Malik Taylor 
with his bow tie.  3.  The organization 
also honored Sculptor and retired 
NASA astronaut, Ed Dwight 4.  Sixty-
nine young men 8-18 participate in 
the program.  5.  Jaylon Caillier and 
Marcus Harris compete at chess.

T 
High Aspirations,  a faith- based 
program that solely focuses on 
young African American males 

ages 8-18, held their 8th Annual  Men-
tors Challenge Banquet at the Marriott 
downtown Kansas City.  

The keynote speaker for the 
evening was Ed Dwight, Jr. a criti-
cally acclaimed sculptor, former test 
pilot, the first African-American to 
be trained as an astronaut, and a 
Kansas City native.

The evening also honored Ralph 
Reid, retired Sprint Foundation 
Executive as the Mentor’s Challenge 
winner.  

High Aspirations was founded 
by Henry W. Wash in 2004.  The 
program addresses the lack of role 
models for African-American males 
through its mentoring program that 
supports the participants in four ar-
eas: socially, academically, emotion-
ally and spiritually.   

Some of the objectives partici-
pants are asked to follow include:   
Developing a relationship with God, 
practicing abstinence, learning to 
be a leader and not a follower, and 
developing a self-concept, gaining 
an identity and gaining self esteem.

I
f you received an unknown col-
lection letter from the Collections 
Bureau of Kansas, it may just be 

a not so pleasant greeting from the 
Wyandotte County Unified Government.  
They’ve working with CBK to collect 
unpaid parking ticket fines.  

In 2016, KCK Municipal Court began 
a 3-year approach to improve its 
enforcement and citizen notification of 
violations of City Ordinance 35-595 – 
Overtime Parking.  The plan included 
dismissing old and unenforceable 
parking citations and improving the 
quality of the court records 

Since parking tickets are, in most 
cases, issued to an unattended vehicle 
and filed with the Court with only a 
vehicle license number, it’s difficult 
for the Court to tie the ticket to the 
offender.  

So, in 2018 the Court entered into a 
partnership with the CBK to assist with 
owner notifications for parking tickets 
issued between 2014 and 2016. CBK 

has the ability to match vehicle license 
plates with registered owners and 
provide notification to that person of 
an outstanding parking ticket. 

CBK was able to do in days what it 
would have taken the Court months to 
accomplish.  After identifying the regis-
tered owner of the vehicle, they began 
sending out collection notices.  So, no 
that notice is not a prank or a scam.  

IF you received a notice there are 
several ways to proceed.  

If you agree you owe the fine, mail 
the payment directly to CBK at the 
address provided on the notice.  IF 
you don’t believe the fine is correct, 
call CBK directly.  You can ask for the 
court case or file a dispute directly with 
them.  They can be reached at (786) 
228-3636.  

It’s better to pay the fine directly to 
CBC instead of paying the fine directly 
to the Court.  It may cost you less.    

According to the Unified Government 
newsletter, “The Court removed all late 

fees associated with the citations before 
sending them to CBK. If you attempt 
to pay with the Court, you could be 
charged these late fees which many 
times are higher than the collections 
agency fee.”

If you want to find out if there are 
any other parking tickets with your tag 
number on them, UG staffers suggest 
accessing the public court records 
through www.municourt.net and search 
by your tag number with an unknown 
last name. 

Unlike traffic tickets, if you don’t pay 
a parking ticket, a warrant is not issued 
for your arrest.  

If you don’t pay, the unpaid amount 
will not be reported to a credit bureau.  

So then, why should you pay? “Fair-
ness,” is the answer from UG staffers.  
“Many other citizens abide by the 
City Ordinance by feeding the meter 
and address citations when they are 
received.” 

S
tarting on December 8, 2018, 
the Wyandotte County Yard 
Waste Center will begin its 

winter hours. From December 
through March the Center will only 
be open on Saturday and Sunday 
each week. Hours of operation 
will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  It is 
closed on Holidays. 

Wyandotte County residents can 
take grass clippings, garden trim-
mings, leaves and branches to the 
Yard Waste & Recycling Drop Off 
Center. The Center cannot accept 
stumps and logs larger than 12 
inches in diameter or items more 
than four feet in length. Wyandotte 
County residents will need to show a 
proof of residency such as a driver’s 
license. Commercially generated 
yard waste material will not be 
accepted.  

Recyclable items accepted 

include newspapers, magazines, 
mixed office paper, cardboard, 
paperboard, food & beverage cans 
and plastics. Clear, brown, and 
colored glass are also accepted at 
the Center. The glass does not have 
to be separated by color and will 
be placed in the same container.  In 
addition, other recyclables also do 
not need to be separated and will 
be placed in another container. 

But there are some plastic items 
that will not be accepted:
•Plasticbagsortoys
•Motoroilorotherautoproduct
container
•Herbicideorpesticidecontainers
•Styrofoammaterials
•Plasticcerealboxorcakebox
liner bags

•Plastic6-packholders
The Drop Off Center is located at 

3241 Park Drive, Kansas City, KS.

That Collection Letter May Be From Wyandotte County Wyandotte County Yard Waste 
Recycling Center Begins Winter Hours
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O
n Sept 9, 2017 
the “13 Essential 
Elements” made 

Kansas history with 
their membership and 
formation of the Epsilon 
Eta Eta Chapter of Chi 
Eta Phi Sorority. Prior 
to their chartering of 
Epsilon Eta Eta, Kansas 
did not have a chapter 
of this professional or-
ganization of registered 
nurses.  

With the support of 
Upsilon Chi Chi Chapter 
of Kansas City, MO, the 
ladies coordinated their 
first Founder’s Day celebration on 
Oct. 16, at First Baptist Church, 
KCK.  The Founder’s Day Celebra-
tion acknowledged, and gave thanks 
to the ladies who organized the so-
rority on Oct. 16, 1932.  Aliene C., 
Ewell, RN, with the assistance of 11 
other nurses, chartered the original 
chapter at Freedman’s Hospital in 

Washington, D.C. for two specific 
purposes:  elevating the plane of 
nursing and increasing interest in 
the field of nursing

In this season of Thanksgiving 
we continue to acknowledge and 
celebrate and give thanks to the 
founders of Chi Eta Phi Soror-
ity, Inc., wrote chapter president 
Stephanie Y. Moss. 

Epsilon Eta Eta Chapter members 

who gathered for the Founder’s 
Day celebration included:  (L-R)  
Rebecca Barber, Bertha Thomas, 
Stephanie Moss, Rennae Ellis, 
Tara Johnson, Michele Davis and 
Caroline Asaga.  The remaining  
chartering members (not pictured) 
are:  Robin Barber, Chanda Burns, 
Doris M. Mosby Peterson, Mar-
quita Davis, Rodqisha Donley and 
Dionne. Williams.  

S
tanding proud and 
tall, Metropolitan 
Community College 

honored the veterans 
among its students, faculty 
and staff at their annual 
Chancellor’s Veterans Day 
Scholarship Luncheon at 
MCC-Penn Valley on Nov. 
12.

Cpl. David McHenry, 
with Missouri Army 
National Guard, was one 
of two veteran students at 
MCC who received $2,500 
scholarships to attend 
MCC.  

McHenry is studying 
criminal justice police sci-
ence. He hopes to obtain his bach-
elor’s degree and become a police 
chief of a medium-sized department 
or director of corporate security for 
a large company or hospital.

Cpl. Steven Dinwiddie, of the U.S. 
Marine Corps also received a $2,500 

scholarship.  
MCC Chancellor Kimberly Be-

atty presented the scholarship.  Dr. 
Beatty has a big heart for veterans.  
She has a son who is serving in the 
Army and the scholarship is named 
in honor of her late father Reggie 
Helms, an Army veteran who served 

in Vietnam.
So far, Dr. Beatty says 

$20,000 has been raised 
for the scholarship fund.

“He was an extremely 
proud veteran,” Dr. Be-
atty says of her father.” I 
can’t think of any better 
way to honor him and 
his name than to honor 
students, our veteran 
students.”

Before the luncheon, 
MCC welcomed local 
veterans who own busi-
nesses. At the third an-
nual Outreach Business 
Forum For Those Who 

Have Served, veteran-
owned enterprises learned how to 
do business with regional institutions 
and governmental entities.

MCC has more than 500 veterans 
currently enrolled and more than 20 
veterans who are part of the College’s 
faculty and staff.

Kansas City Kansas Nursing Sorority 
Celebrates First Founder’s Day 

Cpl. McHenry Receives Scholarship at MCC Veterans Day Luncheon

Cpl. David McHenry receives scholarship from  Metropoli-
tan Community College Chancellor Kimberly Beatty at the 
colleges annual Veterans Day Scholarship 

NEW PAYIT APP MAKES 

PAYING TAXES, A LITTLE EASIER
Wyandotte County 2018 Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Bills are now 

available on the Unified Government’s myWyco App.  PayIt will be pushing email 
notifications out notifying property owners that their 2018 tax statements are 
available for payment. Paper copies of property tax will still be mailed.  

The myWyco App is available on desktop & mobile devices at mywyco.wy-
cokck.org or download the app from the Google Play Store and Apple App Store.

For questions about email notifications or tax bills, residents should contact 
the Treasury Office at 913-573-2821 or PayIt Support at 816-343-8095. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES TO SCREEN UP FROM THE 

BOTTOMS: THE SEARCH FOR THE AMERICAN DREAM
On Monday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m., the National Archives will host a free 

film screening of Up From the Bottoms: The Search for the American Dream. This 
program is presented in partnership with the American Jazz Museum and the 
Greater Kansas City Black History Study Group.

Up From the Bottoms traces the experiences of African Americans, now in 
their 80's and 90's who migrated north in the 1940s to the war factories in the 
north, specifically those in Michigan. The film is narrated by Emmy, Tony, and 
Academy Award-winning actress Cicely Tyson and features interviews with civil 
rights activist Dick Gregory. Since its release, the film has been incorporated into 
the curriculum at schools in the state of Michigan as an example of first-person 
accounts of struggle and sacrifice. Reservations are requested for this free pro-
gram by calling 816-268-8010 or emailing kansascity.educate@nara.gov. 

The National Archives is located at 400 W. Pershing Road, KCMO.  

Kansas City  Briefs







African American Historic Trail 
Being Consider For Kansas City 

K
ansas City has a great African American history, some of which is widely 
known, but a lot of which needs to be recognized.  That’s why there’s a 
comprehensive effort underway to pull together a more comprehensive 

way to make information about these spots available for others to learn about 
and enjoy.  

The project is being funded through a state grant and the effort is being 
coordinated by the KCMO Historic Preservation office, working with the Black 
Archives and the Historic KC Foundation.  The project will begin with a website 
and brochures, and extend to include markers identifying the sites.  

Of course, sites on the National Historic Register will be included, but ad-
ditional sites, not as well known, will be considered.  

Bradley Wolf, Historic preservation officer for the City, told local television 
station KSHB, he hopes the trail will help highlight and save some places. The 
City lost the historic Satchel Paige home earlier this year to a fire.  Another home, 
which remains boarded, is the home 
of Sarah Rector, at 12th and Euclid.  
She was the city’s first African-Ameri-
can millionaire.  

There will be a meeting to help 
people learn and understand more 
about the planned trail, and to add 
some suggestions for trail stops.  The 
meeting will be held on Tues., Dec., 
18 , 5:30 p.m. at the Bruce Watkins 
Community Center, 3700 Blue Pkwy., 
Kansas City, MO.     Sarah Rector House, Kansas City, MO. 
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Wichita

2nd Annual Music Awards Honors Local Musicians

PHOTOS: James McCarrell and one of the 
2018 honorees, Henry Walker. 2.  Richard 
Smart one of last year’s honorees has 
a conversation with musician Sterling 
Gray.  3. Dana & Jackie McPherson did not 
want to miss seeing several of Wichita’s 
best musicians honored.   4.  Deltha 
Colvin served as emcee for a second year.  
5.  Members of 2018 honorees, the Dynamic 
Revelators, (L-R) Rev. James Fields, Floyd 

Williams and Gee McGowan stand with Dana 
McPherson (2nd from Right).  6.  Members 
of 2017 honorees, the Love Family, Peggy & 
Denise Love were in attendance this year.

Photos by My Picture Man

C
hop-N-Block Studio held its 2nd An-
nual Holiday Music Awards on Nov. 17 
at LaVela’s. in Northeast Wichita.  This 

year’s event honored six of 
Wichita’s legendary singers 
and bands.  The honorees 
included: Henry Walker, 
Karla Burns, the Dynamic 
Revelators, Pastor Moses 
Greasham, Mr. Lee and the 
Macy Brothers.  

Performances were done 
by most of the honorees 
plus a special performance 
by 2017 honorees the Smart 
Brothers Band .  

Table decorations and 
chair coverings were 
provided by Quiana’s 
Sassy Yet Classy Events 
a wonderful buffet 
was included in the 
cost of ticket.

In 2017, Chop-N-
Block founder James 
McCarrell wanted 
a place to mentor 
young, up and coming 

musicians so he opened a studio at 2010 E. 21st 
where these musicians are mentored by great 
legends of the Wichita music scene.
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Family of Servant Leaders Continue to Bless the Community 

W
ho would have guessed the 
legacy that came straight out 
of 67214, from the remark-

ably well kept but small house with 
one bathroom that was home to so 
many.  It was the home to the Dennis’, 
Pastor Dr. J.P. Dennis, First Lady Sarah 
Dempsey Dennis, and their nine – 
yes nine – offspring.  

Over the decades, the Dennis’ 
have become widely known for 
their music ministry, but there is 
so much more to this ordinary 
family that’s become extraordinary.  
There are three handsome sons 
and six gorgeous daughters  (from 
first born to last) Annie Dennis Mont-
gomery, Jerris Dennis Martin, Larry P. 
Dennis, Cherrie Dennis Baldon, Lori 
Dennis-Johnson, Jettie P. Dennis, III, 
Donna Dennis Roberts, Jacqueline 
Dennis Palmer and Jason P. Dennis.

Today, they are all servant leaders 
and hard workers in their churches 
and neighborhoods, on their jobs and 

in this community and beyond.  The 
family includes preachers, teachers, 
musicians, vocalists, counselors, edu-
cators, song writers, cooks, caterers, 
event planners, deacons, youth work-
ers, playwrights, encouragers, artists, 
athletes, trustees, intercessors, etc. 

as well as wives, husbands, parents, 
grandparents, siblings, uncles, aunts, 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Individually and collectively, they 
have received dozens of awards from 
dozens of organizations for humbly 
serving this community in love using 
their gifts and talents to bless thou-
sands of people. 

Their music ministry includes sing-

ing at weddings, celebration of life 
services, various churches and com-
munity special banquets and events.  
They also take their music ministry 
to care facilities and hospitals.  The 
family has recorded two CDs gospel 
recording and were part of the 2017 

Class inducted into the Wichita 
Gospel Music Hall of Fame.

By far, their biggest perfor-
mance is their annual Christmas 
Concert.  For 34 years, the 
concert has become a greatly 
anticipated, exciting and popular 
community Christmas worship 

tradition. This year’s concert will be 
held on Sun., Dec. 2, 6 p.m. at Taber-
nacle Bible Church, 1817 N. Volutsia.  

While the concert is free, a good 
will donation is taken, with proceeds 
donated to local non-profit organiza-
tions and awarded as college scholar-
ships.  Some of the organizations 
that have benefitted from the concert 
in the past include:  Susan G Komen 

Breast Cancer Awareness & Re-
search, The Kansas African American 
Museum, American Heart Association, 
Alzheimer’s Association, RiverFest, 
Leukemia/Lymphoma Association, 
Black Arts Festival, Juneteenth,  Amer-
ican Cancer Society, The Lord’s Diner, 
Share the Season/Community Founda-
tion, and the HealthCore Clinic.

No need to worry about this great 
family disappearing; they and their 

spouses have and are  following in 
their parents’ footsteps by raising up 
another awesome generation of ser-
vant leaders which includes 18 chil-
dren and 10 grandchildren.  Although 
they are a close knit family, they have 
unselfishly mentored hundreds of 
youth and family members over the 
years...and helped their parents adopt 
many others into their family circle.





35th AnnuAl Dennis FAmily 

ChristmAs ConCert

Dec. 2, 6 p.m. 
Tabernacle Bible Church
1817 N. Volutsia, Wichita

PHOTO:  The nine Dennis siblings (Front Row L-R) Annie, Jerris, Jacqueline, 
Donna, Cherrie,  and Lori. (Back Row L-R) Jettie, Jason and Larry. 



A
s Wichita’s aviation companies plan to 
add more jobs, WSU Tech is ramping 
up its training opportunities and offer-

ing them tuition-free. Through WSU Tech’s 
Wichita Promise scholarship program, 
individuals will have the opportunity to get 
trained for select high-demand jobs with 
tuition and fees paid and a guaranteed job 
interview.

“Our hope is people who are cur-
rently looking for a way to get into a career, 
whether they are unemployed or underem-
ployed, will see this as their opportunity to 
make that happen.” Said Dr. Sheree Utash, 
WSU Tech President.

The eligible aviation programs include 
Aviation Sheetmetal Assembly, Process 
Mechanic Paint, and Composite Fabrication. 
All training can be completed in as little as 6 
weeks to 3 months and students will receive 

a technical certificate upon completion.
“We are seeing over 95% of our students 

in these programs receive job offers,” said 
Megan Madasz, Director of Em-
ployer Relations at WSU Tech. “For 
programs like aviation sheetmetal 
assembly and process mechanic 
paint, aviation companies are in-
terviewing students in the first few 
weeks of their training and most 
will have contingent job offers 
before they graduate.” 

For individuals interested in a 
career outside of aviation, WSU 
Tech will be offering the Wichita 
Promise Scholarship for their 
pre-health courses for surgical 
technology, dental assistant and 
practical nurse.

Classes for the eligible pro-

grams will start in January.  Scholarship 
applications are currently being accepted 
at and will be awarded on a first-come, first 
served basis.

T
he Wichita Griots held 
its Annual Tellebrations 
on Nov. 17 at the Kansas 

African American Museum.  
Tellebrations is an international 
event held across the world on 
the third Thursday in November 
to build community support for 
storytelling.  

In Wichita, community 
members join the professional 
storytellers, by telling one of 
their favorite stories.  This year’s 
contributors were an especially 
talented group.  
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PHOTOS: 1. Ellamonique 
Baccus, director of Arts Part-
ners, shared a story about 
her amazing trip to France 
to study art and this photo 
she drew of her family roots.  
2.  Children of the Watoto 
Dancers, danced to the beats 
of the Griot Drummers.  3.  
Griot Rob Simon served as master of 
Ceremony, and 4.  Denise Sherman, the 
director of The Kansas African American 

Museum shared a story about her 
family and a very special painting 
drawn by her daughter Bethany.   

W
IC

H
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Wichita Griots Presented Tellebrations 2018

2 3

1

4

More aviation jobs equal more aviation scholarships at WSU Tech

A
n eight-foot tall bronze sculpture de-
picting Wichita State Basketball leg-
end Dave “The Rave” Stallworth will 

be installed outside of Wichita State Univer-
sity’s Koch arena the morning of December 
1. The unveiling of the Stallworth sculpture 
will take place at 11 a.m. near the flagpole 

by Koch Arena’s main entrance. 
“Dave Stallworth deserves to be re-

membered every time WSU fans enter the 
arena.” Says Robert Litan, an organizer 
of the project. “Along with his amazing 
statistics, Dave endeared himself with the 
fans and community with his contagious 

personality.”
The project to memorialize Stallworth 

was led by his teammates on the1965 Final 
Four team and other community mem-
bers who saw him play. The group raised 
in excess of $140,000 to underwrite the 
Stallworth Memorial.

Dave the Rave, WSU Basketball Legend, To Be Memorialized with a Sculpture
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10 Arts & Culture

“G
reen Book,” a warm 
and insightful road-film 
exposing race dynam-

ics and identity tensions in the US 
through its buddy-drama, opened 
in theaters on Thanksgiving eve 
to rave reviews but lackluster 
audiences.  Since its initial film 
festival opening, there’s been 
Oscar buzz surrounding this film.

Based on a true story, in the 
early 1960s, the movie is the 
real-life story of musician Don 
Shirley and tough guy/chauf-
feur Tony Lip, who are complete 
opposites. Shirley is a highly-
educated African-American who 
lives above Carnegie Hall playing 
classical music for audiences. 
Lip, is an Italian-American from 
the Bronx who works in security 
but agrees to be Shirley's driver 
through the south.

Shirley was a musical prodigy 
who sat down at a piano at age 2; 
played much of the standard concert 
repertory by age 10; and made his 
concert debut at age 18, playing 
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1 
in B flat with the Boston Pops. Before 
collecting two honorary degrees 
and an apartment above Carnegie 
Hall, the Florida-born musician was 
told by a manager that American 
audiences were not ready to accept a 
“colored” pianist. 

As such, the musician rerouted his 
passion—melding his beloved classi-
cal music with more popular genres, 
like jazz, and playing the unrefined 
nightclubs he despised. Two decades 
after the tour, Shirley still bristled 
about the way he had to corral his 
career because of his skin color. 

Academy Award nominee Viggo 
Mortensen plays Tony Lip in the film 

and Academy Award winner Maher-
shala Ali, plays Shirley.  

While it might be easy to dismiss 
this as an inverted “Driving Miss 
Daisy,” this has a more politically 

aware and acceptable racial role re-
versal going for it.  Through the eyes 
of Tony, we encounter a gradually 
escalating set of injustices and preju-
dices Shirley had to endure because 
of his skin color as they head deeper 
south. Via this enlightening experi-
ence, Tony goes through a redemp-
tive arc that begins with him having 
similar prejudices and finishes with 
him rejecting and turning around 
his erroneous ways just in time for 
Christmas.

Despite its message, the heart-
warming and largely lighthearted film 
is pegged as a mainstream feel-good 
film.  Director Peter Farrelly, known 
previously for very different films like 
“Dumb and Dumber” and “There's 
Something About Mary,” brings a 
light touch to the subversive drama.

Though the film’s message is 
uplifting and timely, the film failed 

to draw an audience.  Thanksgiving 
weekend  the film finished ninth, 
with a cumulative gross of under $8 
million.  

Critics of color have also slammed 

the project for focusing most of its 
attention on Vallelonga’s story, privi-
leging his viewpoint.  The controversy 
raises the question of whether getting 
any Don Shirley movie is better than 
not getting a Don Shirley movie. 

However, maybe it’s just a case of a 
stereotypical movie duo that America 
has grown tired of.   

Green Book is a “both sides” 
movie, writes reviewer Mark Harris 
for the website vulture.com., which 
he describes as a 50-year plus tradi-
tion in American   

A “both sides” movies, writes 
Harris is designed to be appealing to 
White Americans who see themselves 
as non-racists and on the other side, 
to Black people who, in this version 
of the American narrative, almost 
have something to learn themselves.  
Think, the redneck cop and Virgil 
Tibbs in the “Heat of the Night,” 

Green Book Opens to Critical Acclaim, Lackluster Audiences

T
here’s a scene in the newly 
released movie “Green Book,” 
when Don Shirley, a classically 

trained pianist, and his white chauf-
feur, Frank “Tony Lip” Vallelonga, 
climb into a blue Cadillac before 
setting out on a 1962 concert tour 
that would take them through a still-
segregated United States, including 
potentially treacherous stops in the 
Midwest and the Deep South.

Shirley (played by Mahershala Ali) 
slides in the back seat. Vallelonga 
(Viggo Mortensen) takes 
the driver’s seat, pre-
pared to leave New York 
for an eight-week tour. 
But before they hit the 
road, a manager slips 
Vallelonga a “Green 
Book,” explaining quick-
ly that Black people 
can’t stay everywhere 
and that the guide might 
help the chauffeur find 
accommodations for 
Shirley.

If you’re younger 
than 70, you probably 
aren’t familiar with the 
Green Book, an annual 
publication published 
from 1936-1966 by New 
York City mailman Victor 
Green and his wife Alma. 

Green decided to begin publishing 
“The Negro Motorist Green-Book,” 
after the couple encountered discrimi-
nation during a car trip.

“Just What You Have Been Looking 

For!!” Green wrote in the first edition. 
“Now We Can Travel Without Embar-
rassment.”

The Green Book was not just for 
travel through the South or Midwest 
but also printed listings in the West 
and in Northern cities where segrega-
tion and discrimination were also 
common.

The first Green Book listed hotels, 
tourist homes, service stations, 
restaurants, garages, taxicabs, 
beauty parlors, barbershops, tailors, 

drugstores, taverns, 
nightclubs and funeral 
homes that welcomed 
black people at a time 
in the country when it 
was legal for establish-
ments to discriminate 
based on race.

The response to the 
first guide was so great 
that the next issue 
went national, offering 
listings across the 
United States. Over 
the years, the price 
varied — some cost 
75 cents, others $1.50. 
Salespeople helped 
distribute the copies. 
Customers could also 
order the guidebook in 
Green’s Harlem office.

FYI, if you can get your hands on an 
old copy of the guide, hold on to it.   A 
few years ago, a 1941 edition sold at 
auction for $22,000 to the Smithsonian 
Institute. 

Gene Hackman’s ex-sheriff is in 1988’s 
“Mississippi Burning,”  Jeff Bridges’s 
lawman in 2016’s “Hell or High Water”  
or even the duo in the 1960s television 
series “I Spy.”  

Even though you’ve been there and 
seen that, the well-directed and –acted 
play could deserve your support, espe-
cially since there are still lessons to be 
learned.  

The Green Book was a Bible for Black Travelers 

The guidebook for African 
American travelers was 
published from 1936 to 
1964 by Victor H. Green. 
(Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture/
New York Public Library)





I
f you’re not feeling “The Green 
Book,” two movies by Black di-
rectors are currently in theaters 

and drumming up big dollars at the 
box office. “Widows,” is the first 
movie for director Steve McQueen 
since his feature “12 Years a Slave” 
that won Oscar’s Picture of the Year.  

His “Widows,” is a bit of a turn for 
the director. Not only is it led by 
four women, including Academy 
Award winner Viola Davis, but the 
film is also a thriller that allows 
McQueen to show off a different 
side of his directing skills.  Accord-
ing to reviews, both McQueen and 

Davis deliver.  The movie follows 
four widows trying to reclaim their 
lives after the debt left behind by 
their dead husbands’ criminal 
activities. Hoping to forge a future 
on their own terms, the four women 
join forces to pull off a heist their 
husbands were planning.  

Director Steven Caple, Jr had 
only one feature under his belt, the 
2016 film “The Land,” but he ap-
parently has a hit on his hand with 
“Creed II”  The movie was number 
two at the box office Thanksgiving 
weekend, raking in $58.5 million in 
just five days.  The movie is a follow 

up to the “Creed 1,” which had U.S. 
Champions Apollo Creed killed in 
a boxing match with Russian boxer 
Ivan Drago.  “Creed II” follows the 
hype, build up and ultimate fight be-
tween their sons and start Michael 
B. Jordan as Apollo’s son and of 
course Sylvester Stallone is back.  

Two Other Options in Theaters Now From Black Directors



Talented acting, combined with a touch of humor and real life scenarios hasn’t 
proven enough to attract an audience for the “Green Book.”



Holidays
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WICHITA 
The Arc’s Lights 2018
Enter off of Douglas Ave & St Paul St. 
Price: Donation.
5:30 – 9 p.m. Extended to 10:00 PM 
on Dec 19, 20 and 23 Christmas Eve: 
5:30 – 11:30 PM

Drive through over 1 million lights & 
holiday displays. 

Now Thru Dec. 31 
Illuminations
Botanica -  701 N. Amidon 
5:30 p.m. 8:30 p.m. 
Price: $7 members $10 non-members

Stroll through Kansas' most grand 
Christmas light display which features 
more than one million lights glittering 
throughout the garden. All outdoors.

Sat., Dec. 1
Little Miss Afternoon Tea and 
Fashion Show
WSU McKnight Art Center and Ulrich 
Museum -  (WSU Campus)
12 – 4 p.m.
Cost: $10- $35

 Dress up in your fanciest tea or 
princess attire. Enjoy an enchanting 
ballet performance and a fabulous 
runway show. Tickets not sold at the 
door.  Contact: Kianga Crowley simply-
aladyco@gmail.com. 

Sun., Dec. 2
Dennis Family 35th Annual 
Christmas Concert
Tabernacle Bible Church
1817 N. Volutsia
6 p.m.
Nov. 22 - Dec. 28
Price: Free will offering

Sun., Dec. 2
Lights On The River
Wichita Boathouse - 515 S. Wichita 
4 - 7 p.m.
Price: Free

A fun, free, family event on the 
Arkansas River! Lights on the River is 
happening before, during and after the 
Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting. Trol-
leys from The Boathouse to Old Town 
Square for the Tree Lighting Ceremony 
and back to the Wichita Boathouse for 
the Lights on the River Launch!

Sat., Dec 8
Happy Steppin’ Holidays
Vann’s - 3926 E 13th
7 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Price: $20

Best dressed contest and Hors 
d’oeuvres

Fri., Dec. 7 
Victorian Christmas at Cowtown.
1865 Museum Blvd.
6 p.m.
Price: $9 adults; $8 seniors; $7 (12-
17); $6 (5-11)

Take a wagon ride, see what’s cook-
ing at the farm, and enjoy a Victorian 
town ready for Christmas.

Tue., Dec. 11
Spirit of the Season Family 
Holiday Concert
Century II - 225 W. Douglas  
7:30 p.m.
Price: Free

This one-hour concert will celebrate 
the sounds of the holiday season with 
your favorite Christmas carols and 
holiday hits performed by your Wichita 
Symphony Orchestra.  

Fri., Dec. 14
Cookies With Santa
McAdams Rec. Center – 1329 N. Ohio
6 p.m.
Price: Free

Fun event for entire family. Cookie 
decorating & hot cocoa stations, live 
Christmas music and free book for 
each child. Christmas tree lighting and 
competition. For more information visit 
www.storytimevillage.org

Dec. 14-16
45th Annual Nutcracker Ballet 
Century II - 225 W. Douglas 
Dec. 14-15, 7 p.m. & Dec. 16, 2 p..m. 
Price: Tickets start at $25

Ballet Wichita will transport Wichita 
into a magical world of dancing dolls, 
mischievous mice and sparkling snow-
flakes with the time-honored classic. 
Performances feature the Ballet Wichita 
Symphony..

Sat., Dec. 15 
Christmas in the Park 
McAdams Recreation Center
1329 E. 16th  
3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Price: Free

There will be: A Christmas Tree 
Lighting, Pictures with Santa, Gifts for 
Kids, Gingerbread Man Decorations 
and more. The first 100 children that 
attend will receive a wrapped gift.  
For ways to support contact RMRH 
at 316.973.0544 or email contact@
realmenrealheroes.org

Wed., Dec. 26 - 28
Winter Art Mania
Wichita Art Museum - 1400 Museum 
Blvd. 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Free

Art exploration and activity.  Watch a 
fun flick, make  art, create a family mas-
terpiece together and take a mini tour.

HUTCHINSON
Sat., Dec. 6
Hutchinson Symphony Concert 
Fox Theatre - 18 E 1st
7:30 p.m.
Price: Adult - $25 & Student - $10

The Hutchinson High School and 
Nickerson High School Choirs will join 
the Symphony on Stage, performing 
selections from the musical romantic 
comedy, La La Land and more.

JUNCTION CITY
Thu., Nov. 29  
A Christmas Carol
C.L. Hoover Opera House - 135 W. 7th 
7:30 p.m.
Price: $25

Enjoy amazing sets, music, and cos-
tumes brings this classic story to life in 
an amazing way!

Fri., Dec. 14 & Sat., Dec. 15
1st Infantry Division Band Holi-
day Concert
C L Hoover Opera House
135 W 7th
7:30 p.m.
Free
Make this spectacular event a part of 
your holiday tradition! The Annual 
Holiday Concert has delighted audi-
ences for years. 

TOPEKA
Thru Dec. 31
Winter Wonderland
Shawnee Lake
5-10 p.m.
Price: $10 carload

View dazzling holiday light displays, 
featuring one million lights, while wind-
ing through a 2-mile scenic drive. 

Dec. 1 
Holiday Craft Show 
Crestview Community Center
4801 SW Shunga Dr. 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Handmade crafts and holiday treats 
from 50 vendors.

KANSAS CITY AREA
Fri., Nov. 30
Downtown KCK Holiday Lighting 
Festival
3 – 7 p.m.
City Hall – 701 N. 7th

Gather for arts and crafts, movies, 
snacks and dance performances. En-
tertainment by local school and com-
munity groups, holiday characters, visits 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus and other 
holiday traditions. The highlight of the 
evening is the lighting of the Mayor’s 
Tree at 7 p.m. 

Nov 30-Dec. 1 & Dec 7 & 8
Luminary Walk
Overland Park Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens, 8909 W 179th St
5-9 p.m. 
E-tickets $9, At the door $10 Children 
5 and younger free.  

Thousands of candles illuminate over 
a mile of pathways through woods and 
gardens, while holiday lights brighten 
the trees, buildings and bridges. 

Sat., Dec. 15
Holiday at the Apollo Gala

Lake Quivira Country Club - 100 Cres-
cent Blvd
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Price $50
Enjoy an afternoon featuring dinner and 
a silent auction to benefit the programs 
of Friends of Yates 

 Thru Dec. 31
Christmas Celebration
Union Station – 300 W Pershing Rd. 
10 a.m. Kickoff Celebration begins
Price: $3

Union Station’s Grand Hall is decked 
out with trees, tinsel, lights and more 
during the holidays. Take the kids to 
see the Holiday Express Train as it 
rolls into the station, bringing loads of 
Christmas spirit.

Thru Dec. 31
Christmas in the Park
Frank White, Jr. Softball Complex
3901 SW Longview Park Dr.
Lee Summit, MO
5 p.m.
Price: Free
for this favorite holiday pastime since 
1988 that boasts more than 300,000 
lights of varying colors and sizes. 

Mon. Dec. 31 
Revel The Nye Spectacular 
Arrowhead Stadium 
8 p..m. - 1:30 a.m. 
Tickets $40 -$125
newyearskc.com

Party with the men of  Beta Lambda 
Chapter Alpha Phi Alpha.  

Mon. Dec. 31 
2018 Omega Ball XVIII
Overland Park Sheraton
6100 College Blvd 
Price:  $105 - $115
omegaballkc.org

Includes dinner, champagne toast 
and breakfast, live entretainment.  

Thru Dec. 31 
Winterfest 
World’s of Fun, KCMO
Price starting at $23 per person

World’s of Fun is decked out for 
the holidays with lots of extra fund 
including ice skating, reindeer round 
up, cookie decorating, live musical 
performances, crafts, carriage rides, 
and St. Nick himself. Days are Fridays 
and Saturdays through Dec. 15, Dec. 
16-23, and Dec. 26-31.  Hours are 
5-10 p.m., except Saturdays open at 
4 p.m. and New Year’s Eve their open 
until midnight.  



T
he “common cold” is common. Most of 
us will have at least one or two per year. 
Children get sick more often and very young 

children often get more than five colds per year.
Even though it’s so common there’s a lack of 

good research looking into this infection and 
ways to prevent and treat it.

WHAT IS A ‘COLD’?

The common cold is caused by viruses. It’s 
generally an acute self-limiting infection, which 
means it comes on quickly and resolves by itself. It 
involves our upper respiratory tract and airways.

The incubation period is usually about two 
days before our symptoms start. The illness often 
lasts for five to 10 days.

You are likely to be contagious while you have 
symptoms but you’re most contagious in the early 
part of illness (the first few days). Once your body 
effectively fights the infection, the numbers of 
the virus in your body will drop off and you will 
recover. We recover from these viral infections 
when we develop immunity to the strain infecting 
us by sending white cells to kill the virus and 
making antibodies active against it.

Sore throat, malaise, cough, sneezing and 
running noses are the more common symptoms. 

Headaches, fevers, body aches and severe tired-
ness are relatively less common.

HOW DO WE CATCH COLDS?

It was, and is still thought by many, that expo-
sure to cold temperatures, especially in winter 
caused the common cold. By itself this does not 
appear to be true. The common cold is caused by 
viruses. One needs to catch one of these viruses 
to get a cold – just exposure to low temperatures 

won’t do it.
However when it’s cold 

and wet outside we are more 
likely to be indoors and be in 
more crowded places includ-
ing with other people who 
may have a cold. Hence cold 
weather does make it more 
likely that we will catch a 
cold, especially if we are near 
people who have one.

Its common association 
with winter and cold weather 
likely contributed to its name. 
Whether cold weather and 
lowered humidity also con-
tribute to the transmission of 
these viruses is still unclear.

We often believe most of 
us get these types of respira-
tory infections because we 
breathe in the viruses that 
cause them. The viruses 
are present in aerosols and 
droplets so when people 
cough and sneeze, we can 
inhale them. However what 
now looks more likely, is that 
most of us get these infec-
tions via our hands.

We often touch contami-

nated surfaces. Then we infect ourselves when 
our hands touch our mouth, nose and/or eyes. 
So it’s by our hands that we most often “catch” a 
cold. This is also why good hygiene, along with 
regular hand-washing with soap and water or with 
alcohol-based solutions not only decreases our 
chances of catching a cold but helps protect those 
around us as well.

WHAT CAUSES COLDS?

The common cold is caused by quite a few dif-
ferent viruses - not just one. Rhinoviruses are the 
most common cause. These are small RNA viruses 
named after the nose “rhino” and which grow 
best at temperatures found in the nose 33-35°C.

Other common causes are coronaviruses, 
influenza viruses, and a host of other viruses. All 
the viruses cause the same type of symptoms. 
Therefore you can’t tell by your symptoms which 
virus is making you unwell. You can usually only 
tell which virus it is by sophisticated molecular 
pathology testing on a sample from your respira-
tory tract.

It’s commonly stated rhinovirus and common 
cold symptoms are different to influenza (the flu). 
However all the viruses mentioned can cause an 
influenza-like illness. Most people infected with 
influenza virus have only mild symptoms or are 
asymptomatic. Many infected with influenza have 
exactly the same symptoms as those infected with 
rhinovirus.

This is why it’s usually not possible for you, or 
a doctor, to tell whether you are suffering from 
a cold or flu. The term “ILI” or “influenza-like 
illness” is also used for colds, especially where 
there is also fever.

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT THEM?

The common cold is caused by viruses so 
antibiotics do not work and should be avoided. 
They won’t kill the causative viruses but just give 
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12 Health

What is a Common Cold and How Do You Get it?   
R e m i n d e r :

O B A M A C A R E
D E A D L I N E :  D e c .  1 5

h e a l t h c a r e . g o v
 

R e m i n d e r :
M E D I C A R E

D E A D L I N E :  D e c .  7
m e d i c a r e . g o v

See COLD, page 13
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Health Briefs

OLDER ADULTS NEEDED 

FOR ARTERY STUDY 

KU School of Medicine-Wichita is seek-
ing adults age 50 and older for a study 
on Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD). 
Participants will be compensated for their 
time and effort.

Do the following describe you? Over-
weight or obese; age 50 or older and 
English-speaking; buttock, thigh or calf 
muscle cramping while walking; and dif-
ficulty walking without frequently stopping. 

If so, you may have poor leg circulation 
and may be eligible to participate in this 
study, which focuses on overweight/obese 
adults with Peripheral Arterial Disease.

The study will include a phone screen-
ing, an in-person screening that includes a 
short walking test, and a random place-
ment into one of two groups. One group 
will meet in person to discuss exercise and 
nutrition, while the other group will receive 

the same exercise and nutrition informa-
tion via an app.

For info, call 316-293-2687 or email 
Mary Benton at mbenton3@kumc.edu.

 
SUCKING YOUR BABY’S PACI-

FIER TO CLEAN IT 

MAY PREVENT ALLERGIES

If the thought of sucking your baby’s paci-
fier to clean it and then popping it in your 
baby’s mouth grosses you out, think again. 
New research suggests parental sucking on 
pacifiers lowers allergies in young children.  

“We found that parental pacifier sucking 
was linked to suppressed IgE levels begin-
ning around 10 months, and continued 
through 18 months,” said allergist Edward 
Zoratti, MD, co-author of the study, which 
was performed by Henry Ford Health System 
in Detroit. IgE is a type of antibody related 
to allergic responses in the body. Higher IgE 

Man With Runny Nose L eaking Brain Fluid 

A 
North Carolina grandpa who suffered 
from a runny nose for five years was 
shocked when he found out that it was 

actually brain fluid leaking out. 
“I was preparing a meal and standing 

in the kitchen and it just added itself to the 
ingredients — it screwed up the whole din-
ner,” Greg Phillpotts told ABC News. 

He’d seen different doctors who diagnosed 
him with pneumonia and bronchitis.

“I was stuffing tissues up my nose,” he 
said. “It became normal up until February 
because I was up all night coughing. You’re 
sitting here, you’re a family man; you don’t 
want to check out of the picture when it’s 
something someone could readily fix.”

Finally, Dr. Alfred Iloreta at Mount Sinai 
Hospital in New York determined it had 

been leaking cerebrospinal fluid, which 
cushions the brain to protect it from shock 
or trauma.

“It can evolve into what we call 
an ascending infection. So bacteria 
can travel from the nose to the 
brain resulting in meningitis,” Dr. 
Iloreta said.

Phillpotts was successfully 
treated with a minimally invasive 
skull surgery using a piece of skin 
tissue harvested from his body to 
fix the problem.

Dr. Iloreta warns others to 
beware that a runny nose on one 
side of the nostril producing a salty 
taste and intense headache could 
be more than just a runny nose.  

the individual side effects and needlessly 
help cause antibiotic resistance to rise as 
well.

There are few good studies that have 
looked at what works for the common cold. 
Many things don’t work. As well as antibiot-
ics, vitamin C, vitamin D and echinacea also 
don’t work.

Antihistamines don’t work by themselves 
but may be of benefit if combined with a 
decongestant and analgesic. Deconges-
tants are only of small benefit if used by 

themselves. 
Over-the-counter cough treat-

ments and vapour rub don’t seem 
to be of benefit. Anti-inflammato-
ries such as aspirin and ibuprofen 
help relieve pain and aches but 
don’t seem to benefit control of 
other symptoms.

Humidified air, nasal irrigation 
and ginseng are all of unclear 
benefit. Oral zinc as lozenges does 
appear to be of some benefit. 
Honey might help but so does 
chicken soup – especially if made 
by your mother! 

COLD

from page 12

levels usually indicate a higher risk of having 
allergies and allergic asthma.

“Further research is needed,” Zoratti 
said, “but we believe the effect may be 
due to the transfer of health-promoting 
microbes from the parent’s mouth.”

MRI SCANS MAY 

PREDICT DEMENTIA

One day, MRI brain scans may help 
predict whether older people will develop 
dementia. In a small study, MRI brain scans 
predicted with 89% accuracy who would 
go on to develop dementia within three 
years, according to research at Washington 
University School of Medicine.   

Doctors used a technique called diffu-
sion tensor imaging to assess the health of 
the brain’s white matter, which encompass-
es the cables that enable different parts of 
the brain to talk to one another.

Researchers could tell that the individu-
als who went on to develop dementia have 
these differences on diffusion MRI.  Next 
steps are to get more control subjects and 
develop computerized tools than can more 
reliably compare individuals patients scans 
to a baseline.  



Social Security Is Running Short on Money, How Can it Be Saved? 
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On the 
Move

Joseph Shepard has been named 
Director of 
Multicultural 
Engagement 
and Campus 
Life at 
Newman 
University, 
Wichita.  In 
this position, 
Shepard 
will develop and plan programs 
surrounding the topics of diversity 
and multiculturalism while enhancing 
student engagement opportunities 
through cultural celebration, diversity 
and inclusion programming and 
student success initiatives.  Shephard 
comes to the position from the Kansas 
Leadership Center, where he was a 
program associate of business initiatives.  
A Wichita State University graduate, 
Shepard was elected that university’s 
first African American student body 
president. 

Jonnette 
Oakes of 
Topeka, was 
one of two 
winners of 
the 28th 
annual 
Excellence in 
Community, 
Education and Leadership (Ex.C.E.L.) 
Award.  Honorees are selected on 
the basis of leadership, effective 
communication skills, involvement at 
KU and in the Lawrence community, 
academic scholarship and ability to 
work with a variety of students and 
organizations. Oakes, a senior majoring 
in political science with a minor in 
business, is a member of Delta Sigma 
Theta sorority and served as the 
chapter’s president, was secretary of the 
law fraternity Phi Alpha Delta, has been 
a student ambassador at KU, and assists 
new students as an Adidas peer mentor. 

Send us Your On the 
Move Announcements  

 Submit them @ www.
communityvoiceks.com , click on 
submissions.

Shepard

Oakes

W
e’ve long heard warnings 
that the Social Security 
program that 52 million 

Americans rely on for their retire-
ment benefits could one day run out 
of money.   Well this year, the system 
hit a worrisome milestone.  

HOW SOCIAL SECURITY 

IS FUNDED

To understand what’s going on, 
let’s first begin with understanding 
how Social Security is funded.  Social 
Security benefits that are paid each 
year to retirees and beneficiaries are 
primarily funded from two sources 
-- payroll taxes collected from 
workers each year, and the Social 
Security Trust Fund. Of these two 
sources, payroll taxes shoulder most 
of the burden, making Social Security 
primarily a pay-as-you-go system. 

If taxes in a given year exceed 
benefit payments, then the surplus is 
added to the Trust Fund. Likewise, if 
taxes fall short of benefit payments 
due for the year, the Trust Fund 
makes up the difference -- until it 
runs dry. For many years Social Secu-
rity operated with a surplus, building 
up the Trust Fund to about $2.7 tril-
lion as of the beginning of 2013.

This year’s worrisome milestone: 
the Social Security Administration 
reported that the retirement benefits 
paid out each month exceeded the 
tax revenues and interest that fund 
the program.  That necessitated the 
first dip into the Social Security Trust 
Fund in 35 years. 

A PROBLEM OR A CRISIS?

Because future taxes are projected 
to fall short of benefit payments, 
Steve Goss, chief actuary for the So-
cial Security Administration, projects 
the combined Social Security Trust 
fund will run dry in 2033. At that 
time, benefits to retirees and other 
beneficiaries in that year would 
need to be reduced by about 23% 
in aggregate. While that certainly 

isn't good news, it doesn't mean that 
Social Security will totally run out of 
money and won't be able to pay any 
benefits.

“There’s a problem, but not a 
crisis,” said Andrew Eschtruth, a 
researcher at the Center for Retire-
ment Research at Boston College. 
“It’s something policymakers have 
acted on before, and the program 
has always paid full benefits.”

POSSIBLE FIXES MAY 

AFFECT YOU

 “It’s a good time to step back 
and try to make Social Security more 
effective,” said Richard Johnson of 
the Urban Institute, author of a new 
report on raising the program’s 
retirement age.

The fixes will likely include 
changes designed to bring more 
money in and pay less out. Imposing 
a higher payroll tax or raising the 
level of earnings subject to Social 
Security taxes (as of January 1, they 
will apply to the first $132,900, 
already an increase) would bolster 
revenues.

Money-saving measures could 
include reducing benefits for high 
earners and trimming the number 
of years that workers collect benefits 
by raising eligibility ages. Typically, 
such changes phase in for younger 
workers, not those already receiving 
Social Security or on the cusp of 
qualifying for benefits.

The demographic imperatives 
underlying these options are evident. 
With baby boomers retiring, the 
system has more beneficiaries to 
support. Longer life expectancies 
— about five additional years over 
the past several decades — and 
improved health have meant that 
“people can certainly work longer 
than they could in 1960,” Dr. John-
son said.

Social Security now allows 
workers to claim benefits at age 62, 

though they’ll receive bigger checks 
if they wait until their full retirement 
ages (66 to 67) or beyond. The 
average monthly payment this year: 
$1347.46.

Working longer and claiming 
benefits later — trends already 
well underway — pay off in ways 
that extend beyond Social Security 
itself. “It’s good for people, it’s good 
for government tax revenues and it 
could fuel economic growth,” Dr. 
Johnson said.

But as his report points out, living 
longer doesn’t always mean people 
can work longer. “Health problems 
are increasingly concentrated among 
less educated workers and they’re 
falling further and further behind” 
economically. Moreover, even those 
who could work often discover that 
“employers don’t seem eager to hire 
62 year olds.”

The Urban Institute report sug-
gests raising the early entitlement 
age to 65 and the full retirement age 
to 70, but building in safeguards 
for those who can’t work, perhaps 
through Social Security’s other 
programs.

While some think tanks and 
congressional staffs are exploring 
ways to strengthen Social Security 
financially, others are looking into 
outmoded provisions that penalize 
beneficiaries, primarily women.

Senator Bob Casey, Democrat of 
Pennsylvania, has introduced legisla-
tion intended to help widows, wid-
owers and divorced spouses qualify 
for higher payments and receive 
benefits earlier if they’re disabled.

“This bill would boost the 
incomes of Social Security recipients 

who are most likely to be living in 
poverty, the majority of whom are 
women,” Mr. Casey, ranking member 
of the Senate Special Committee on 
Aging, said in a statement.

Another effort would award work 
credit for those who temporarily 
leave the labor force because of 
caregiving responsibilities.

“To what extent does society place 
a market value on caregiving?” Mr. 
Eschtruth asked. The answer, at the 
moment, is that it barely does, at 
least in the United States.

Most other industrialized coun-
tries credit some years of caregiving 
when calculating retirement benefits.

Legislation introduced by Senator 
Chris Murphy, Democrat of Con-
necticut, last year would incorpo-
rate caregiving when calculating 
a person’s future Social Security 
benefits. To qualify, a person would 
have had to provide 80 hours of care 
a month to a “parent, spouse, do-
mestic partner, sibling, child, aunt or 
uncle” who needed assistance with 
daily activities. The caregiver would 
be credited with a modest wage for 
up to five years.

Alas, none of these changes seems 
imminent.

The last time Congress made ma-
jor adjustments to Social Security, in 
1983, “we didn’t get change until the 
trust fund was at high risk of being 
unable to pay benefits,” Dr. Johnson 
said. This round, too, might involve 
brinkmanship and delay, at least 
until after the presidential election.

“Any kind of change is going to be 
painful for someone,” he said, “so 
there’s a big incentive for Congress 
to kick the can down the road.”

•Ifyou’resittingaroundexpectingsocialsecuritytotake
careofyouinyouroldage,youmightwanttopayattention
toplanstohelpshoreupthesystem,especiallyifyouhope
todrawincomefromthesystemafter2033.That’stheyear
moneyintheSocialSecurityTrustFundisexpectedtorunout.





Harvey, Mary Helen, 71, died 
11/17/18.  Service will be held 
12/1/18, 11:00 am at Thatcher’s 
Funeral Chapel.

Spears, James Tyrone, 21, died 
11/8/18.  Service was held 11/17/18 

at Our Lady and St. Rose Catholic 
Church.

Webster, Jr., Joe, 82, died 
11/13/18.  Service was held 11/24/18 
at Pleasant Green Baptist Church
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Harris, Ernestine, 78, died 
11/14/18. Service was held 11/26/18 
at Mizpah Baptist Church. She is 
survived by: children; Eva Pearson, 
Wanda Harris, Patricia Harris, Tammy 
Harris, Guy Harris, Johnny Harris and 
Joseph Harris.

Horn, Melrose, 97, died 11/21/18.  
Service will be held 11/29/18, 11:00 
am at St. Mark UMC. She is survived 
by: Son Alvin Horn

Johnson, Ann Elizabeth, 74, died 
11/14/18.  Service was held 11/24/18 
at Tabernacle Bible Church.

Law, Dietrick, 52, died 11/12/18.  
No service. He is survived by family 
members: Shirley Wise, James Price, 
Virginia Price, Darwin Law and Leon 
Law.

Lisk, Anani, Elma, 77, died 
11/15/18.  She is survived by: daugh-
ter; Sandrine Lisk, son; Sydney Lisk-
Anani and brother; Melvin Lisk.

LyDay, Mary, 81, died 11/26/18.  Ser-
vice Pending. 

Patterson, Thurlee, 78, died 
11/12/18.  Service was held 11/19/18 
at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church.  

Collins, Herbert Allen, 65, died 
11/15/18.  Service was held 11/26/18 
at The Life Transformation Church.

Mathis, Tony, 48, died 11/12/18.  
Service is pending.

Rogers, Elmer Lee, 79, died 
11/13/18.  Service was held 11/24/18 
at St. James MBC.

Webb, Jr., Otis, 74, died 11/25/18.  
Service is not available.

Calvert, Jr., Michael Montana, 
newborn, died 11/11/18.  Service was 
held 11/20/18.

Fantroy, Robin Kay, 56, died 
11/5/18.  No service.

Richard, Sr., Lieutenant Colonel 
William E., 96, died 11/22/18.  No 
service.

Bass, Richard Allen “Quiet Man”, 
75, died 11/18/18.  Service will be 
held 11/30/18, 11:00 am at Peaceful 
Rest Funeral Chapel.

Jones, Charles Allen, 69, died 
11/17/18.  Service was held 11/26/18 
at New Mount Zion MBC. 

McFalls, Marion Avery, 53, died 
11/16/18.  Service was held 11/26/18 
at Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Brown, Sr., Robert Lee, 81, died 
11/16/18.  Service was held 11/24/18 
at Galilee Baptist Church.

Jackson Mortuary
Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Bowser-Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest

Topeka

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

The City of Wichita has 
developed Program Year Ac-
tion Plan to identify spending 
priorities for funds received 
from the U.S. Department 
of HUD to benefit low and 
moderate income citizens. A 
substantial amendment to the 
Plan has been proposed, and 
is now available for review 
and comment. 

An amendment summary is 
available from November 16, 
2018 – December 15, 2018 
at City Hall; all Neighborhood 
Resource Centers; Central 
Library and Ford Rockwell, 
Lionel Alford, and Westlink 
branch libraries; at the Hous-
ing and Community Services 
Department, and online at 
www.wichita.gov. 

Comments can be submit-

ted through December 15, 
2018 to: Housing & Com-
munity Service Dept, 332 N. 
Riverview, Wichita, KS 67203, 
by phone to (316) 462-3734 
or by email to mstanberry@
wichita.gov.  

There will be a public 
hearing on this matter during 
the City Council meeting on 
Tuesday, December 18, 2018, 
at 9:00 A.M.  Oral comments 
can be made at the meet-
ing.  Individuals who require 
auxiliary aids and services for 
effective communication with 
City of Wichita personnel 
should contact the Office of 
the City Manager, 316-268-
2468 as soon as possible, 
but no later than 48 hours 
before the scheduled event or 
appearance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

The Housing and Community Services 
Department’s Wichita Housing Authority 
(WHA) will close applications for the Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher Program on Monday, 
December 31, 2018 at 11:59 p.m.  The 
Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program 
provides rental assistance to income eligible 
families in order to make housing affordable in 
accordance with housing quality standards.

  The process for making application is as 
follows:  

1. Preliminary applications is available on line 
at https://wichita.apply4housing.com or http://
www.wichita.gov/Government/Departments/
Housing and ending on Monday, December 
31, 2018 at 11:59 p.m. (Central Time). 

2. Disabled persons who need special 
accommodations to complete the application 
may request accommodation in writing or call 
316-462-3700.  Written notification request 
must include:  full name, address, and phone 
number where you can be reached or an email 
address.  The request will need to be provided 
to the WHA by one of the following methods:

- Letter hand-delivered or mailed to the WHA 

located at 455 N. Main, City Hall – 10th Floor, 
Wichita, Kansas 67202

Email request to: 
Communityhousing@wichita.gov

3. The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 

Program staff will review all applications in 
the order received.  As vouchers become 
available, families who meet preliminary 
eligibility criteria will be contacted to complete 
a formal application.  
4. When contacted to complete a formal 
application, applicants will be required to 
provide the following information:

• A copy of Social Security Cards for all family 
members
• Evidence of U.S. Citizenship or legal 
immigration status
• Documentation of all Household Income
Failure to provide this information at the time 
of formal application will result in delayed 
processing and/or disqualification.

5. Once available vouchers have been 
allocated, all other families will remain on a 
waiting list for the next available vouchers.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
The Wichita Housing Authority does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status or 
national origin in the admission or access to, 
or treatment or employment in, its federally 
assisted programs or activities.

If you have questions regarding the 

Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program 
preliminary application process, please contact 
the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 
Program Office at (316) 462-3700.

LEGAL PUBLICATION
           

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tabernacle Bible Church / 1817 N. Volutsia, Wichita
Free Admission - Free Will Offering

  

Sunday, 
Dec. 2
6 p.m. 

The Dennis Family
35th Annual Christmas Concert
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D
emocrat Stacey Abrams was 
poised to become America’s 
first Black female governor in 

Georgia during the 2018 midterms. 
Even though she lost, by just 1.5%, 
I still think she – and future Black 
candidates won.

FEW BLACK STATEWIDE ELECTED 

OFFICIALS

In general, despite the election of 
Barack Obama and the near propor-
tional representation of Blacks in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, Blacks 
are underrepresented in statewide of-
fices like governor, U.S. senator and 
state attorney general.

In the more than 150 years since 
Reconstruction, there have been 
only two elected Black governors, 14 
lieutenant governors, five elected U.S. 
senators and, until Election Day, four 
state attorneys general. On election 
night, four African-Americans won 
races to serve their states as attorney 
general and one African-American 
won a lieutenant governor’s seat.

Scholars attribute part 
of the current disparity to 
demographics. While there 
are congressional districts 

with large minority populations that 
have a history of electing Black rep-
resentatives, no state has a majority 
Black population that would likely do 
the same.

Because no state has a majority 
African-American population, schol-
ars and political analysts have opined 
about the likelihood that non-Black 
voters would be willing to vote for 
Black candidates statewide.

Abrams’ candidacy – along with 
the breakthrough candidacy of 
Florida’s Andrew Gillum – help to 
dismantle the implied fear of many 
Democratic observers that Black 
candidates cannot be viable statewide 
candidates, especially in the Deep 
South.

States like Massachusetts and 
Virginia, which have larger White 
Democratic populations, have elected 
African-American governors. How-
ever, this has been less likely to hap-
pen in the Deep South, where racially 

polarized voting is more stark and 
gives the advantage to Republican, 
typically White, candidates.

Sometimes, African-American 
candidates have run as the sacrificial 
lamb candidate – the one who has no 

chance of winning, but runs anyway 
to ensure Democratic representation 
on the ballot.

In lieu of willing Black candidates, 
Georgia Democrats have often nomi-
nated centrist White candidates.  They 
hope such candidates will win over 
moderate Republicans, a formula 
that worked in Kansas. back working 

class or suburban White voters who 
started leaving the party after the civil 
rights movement and first helped to 
deliver the governor’s mansion to the 
Republicans in 2002.

Usually, regardless of their race, 

both the White and Black Democratic 
candidates ended up losing.

In this context, Abrams offered a 
new path – one that did not pay off 
in this election, but will likely reap 
dividends in the long run.

A NEW CAMPAIGN TEMPLATE?

Abrams proposed expanding the 
Democratic 
Party base 
in Georgia 
through 
voter regis-
tration and 
intensive 
voter mo-
bilization 
designed 
to drive up 
turnout.

Her 
campaign 
invested in 
canvassing 
and phone 

banking operations, taking to heart 
the lessons imparted by scholars like 
Don Green and Alan Gerber, who 
demonstrated how canvassing and 
live phone banking increases voter 
turnout.

Abrams radically asserted a 
strategy premised not on trying to 
woo back Whites who had left the 
Democratic Party long ago, but 
focused on building a new base of 
voters of color, whose population 
in Georgia is growing.

Abrams was challenging the 
practice that political scientist 
Paul Frymer referred to as Demo-
cratic “electoral capture.” Frymer 
argues that Democrats assume 
that they do not need to target 
campaign messages to Black vot-
ers because data show roughly 90 
percent of them vote Democratic.

Instead, Abrams looked at the 
diversity of the Democratic base 
in Georgia and argued that be-
cause of their strong Democratic 
voting behavior, Blacks deserved 
additional campaign attention.

A COMMUNITY NO LONGER 

TAKEN FOR GRANTED

By focusing on minority out-
reach, Abrams turned the notion 
of electoral capture on its head, 
arguing that Democrats could 
yield more Black votes if they 
campaigned in Black communi-

ties.
Moreover, as a serious candidate 

of color, Abrams also challenged 
the idea that only centrist White 
candidates could put together a 
formidable campaign coalition in 
Georgia. By expanding the electorate 
through voter registration and taking 
painstaking care to remind new and 
longstanding voters to turn out to 
vote, Abrams earned more votes than 
previous Democratic gubernatorial 
candidates.

So, even though Abrams lost this 
election battle, she still won in many 
important ways.

Democratic candidates still face 
challenges running in solidly Repub-
lican states, but Abrams has provided 
a template for showing how Black 
Democrats can be competitive, even 
in parts of the Deep South.

This article is republished from 
The Conversation under a Creative 
Commons license. 

Abrams’ Strategy May Make Victory Easier for Future Black Candidates 
By Andra Gillespie, Emory University
TheConversation.com




