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RISE (African-Americans 
Renewing Interest in Spiritu-
als Ensemble, Inc.) turned 30 

this year, and to commemorate this 
milestone, the organization will host 
a weekend of activities, highlighting 
past directors, musicians and an icon 
in African American spirituals, Dr. 
Brandon Boyd. 

Boyd is a prolific composer and 
arranger of spirituals and a professor 
of music at the University of Missouri. 
Special to Wichitans is Boyd’s close 
relationship with Wichita native and 
international standout conductor and 
composer Dr. Andre Thomas.  Boyd 
studied under Thomas at Florida 
State University, where Thomas is 

Director of Choral Activities and Pro-
fessor of Choral Music Education.  

ARISE’s Anniversary celebration, 
which runs Nov. 16-18, will include a 
private reception, a music workshop 
conducted by Boyd and a conclud-
ing weekend performance by the 
workshop choir, under the direction 
of Boyd.  

On Sat., Nov. 17, from 2 to 7 p.m., 
Boyd, along current ARISE conduc-
tor Shawn Chastain, and founding 
conductor Jo Brown, will conduct a 
music workshop with current, past 
and guest singers comprising the 
ARISE Homecoming Choir.  The choir 
will perform in concert on Sun., Nov. 
18, 7 p.m.  Both the workshop and 

the concert will be held at Saint Mark 
United Methodist Church, 1525 N. 
Lorraine, Wichita.  

The concert will be emceed by 
KWCH TV12’s Angela Smith, and will 
also feature the Saint Mark Praise 
dancers, under the direction of 
Adriennne DeGraftenreed. While 
not required for entry, the public 
is invited to obtain complimentary 
tickets to be eligible for door prizes. 
Refreshments will also be served.

Founded in 1988 by Wichita 
educator and musician, Josephine 
Brown, ARISE has been a staple in 
the Wichita community, presenting 
concerts and educating children and 
adults regarding the uplifting quali-

ties of African American Spirituals.  At 
the reception on Nov. 16, ARISE will 
recognize Brown and Chastain, as 
well as past musicians Huron Breaux 

and Steven Jones and ARISE 
accompanist June Faucette-

Huff.
For more infor-

mation about 

ARISE 
and the 
concert, 
check them out on 
Facebook and their website, 
www.ariseensemble.com.

F
rom Opera to Blues, 
then Gospel and R&B, 
it’s an eclectic mix of 

honorees for the Holiday 
Music Awards, back for a 
second year on Sat., Nov. 
17 at LaVela, 6147 E. 13th 
St. N., Wichita.  

While last year’s suc-
cessful launch included 
recognition of R&B bands Rudy Love 
and the Love Family and the Smart 
Brothers along with Blues legend Barry 
Harris, this year’s group is all over the 
place.  To be recognized this year are:  
•GospelsingerPastorMoses
Greasham,
•HistoricGospelmalegroupthe
Dynamic Revelators, 
•Broadwaysingerandperformer
Karla Burns, 
•BluesBandtheMacyBrothers,
•R&BBandleaderandguitarist
Henry Walker, and 
•R&BvocalistMr.Lee.

While each honoree will receive 
recognition for their years of entertain-
ing Wichitans and, in some cases, 
the world, individuals who attend the 
awards will enjoy a performance by all 
of the artists, appetizers, and a great 
evening of socialization around the 
Thanksgiving holidays.  

James McCarrell of Choppin Block 
Studios sees this as a way to help sup-
port the local Wichita music tradition.  

“We believe that 
so many extremely 
talented musi-
cians deserve more 
recognition,” said 
McCarrell.  “Proudly, 
this event is a way of 
showing them our 
gratitude for their 
contribution to Wichita’s 
culture.  Life is so much 
richer with local music.” 

Despite bone-chilling 
temperatures, more than 
250 people attended last 
year’s awards program.  
McCarrell said he moved 
the awards back to 
Thanksgiving  this year, 
in hopes of having more 
favorable weather condi-
tions.  Going forward, 
his plans are to make the 
awards a regular event on the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving.  

Tickets to the program are $30 per 
person, and $50 per couple.  Tickets 

can be 
purchased in Wichita at P&P Seed and 
Bait, 1901 E. 21st Street and Franklin’s 
Barber Shop, 140 N. Hillside.  

Holiday Music Awards to Honor Eclectic 
Group of Wichita Music Artists 

ARTS & CULTURE BRIEFS

How do you feel when you finally get 
something you have always wanted but 
quickly it is lost? Five-year old B always 
wanted a puppy. B got her wish, but one 
day her puppy 
Bella Boo ran 
away.

Children 
can explore 
the adventures 
of B and Boo 
in the first 
in a planned 
series of Bella 
Boo books by Dr. Bianca Smith Love.  
The series was inspired by Love’s own 
miniature Yorkshire Terrier similarly 
named, Bella Boo.  

The next book in the series written for 
children from Kindergarten to Second 
grades is “Bella Boo’s Birthday.”  

The first Bella Boo book is available 

for purchase one at www.drbianca-
smithlove.com and on Amazon.com, for 
$11.99. 

Dr. Love, a 45-year-educator, has 

experience as an early childhood direc-
tor, principal, and teacher in Kansas City 
public schools and reading specialist 
with the Grandview C4 School District.

Boyd

Macy Brothers

Greasham

Burns

Mr. Lee

Dynamic Revelators

Walker



 

Love

ARISE 30th Anniversary Celebration to Feature Composer Dr. Brandon Boyd 

LEE’S SUMMIT AUTHOR PENS ‘BELLA BOO’

JAZZ DISTRICT IS A MILLION DOLLAR BABY
The city's finance committee is considering spending another $10-million in the 

18th and Vine area as part of the second phase of nearly $28-million in upgrades for 
the entertainment district.

The city hasn't nailed down where all the money will come from, but the city man-
ager says funding will probably be spread out over the next two or three years.

City leaders claim $7 million spent in the first phase of 18th and Vine upgrades, has 
yielded nearly $45-million of private investment around it. 

But, there are concerns about continuing to pour millions into the Jazz District 
when the city has other projects that need funding sources too: the Buck O'Neil bridge, 
an aquarium, a Platte County soccer complex, street car extension, and the Barney Allis 
Plaza renovation.



Regional News

C
ertainly, Gil Carter would be 
pleased with the progress being 
made by Erma Forbes, founder 

of the non-profit community organiza-
tion that bears his name.  Since Carter’s 
death in 2014, Forbes has been build-
ing a non-profit agency to continue his 
work with disadvantaged youth.  She’s 
ready to show off some of what the 
Gil Carter Initiate has accomplished 
at the 2nd Annual Gil Carter Initiative 
Banquet to be held on Sun., Nov. 11, 5 
p.m. at the organization’s new 25,000 
sq. ft. home, located at 2620 SE 23rd 
St., Topeka, KS  

Kansas City Royals legend Frank 
White will deliver the keynote – a 
tribute to Gil Carter.  

Carter, a Negro League Baseball 
standout credited with hitting the longest 
home run in the history of professional 
baseball, retired back to his hometown 
Topeka, but never retired from mentor-
ing and supporting children.  As a regis-
tered nurse, Forbes was one of Carter’s 
late life caregivers and witnessed 
firsthand his love for children.  

With nominal funding, and lots of 
prayers, Forbes has moved miracu-
lously forward with her vision to con-
tinue Carter’s outreach and support of 
disadvantaged youth and young adults.  

Last year, the Initiative began its 
programming with an afterschool 
childhood obesity program at Central 
Park Community Center.  The pro-
gram, held in partnership with the 
Kansas State University Research and 

Extension, included health lectures, 
cooking demonstrations and exercise 
for youth ages 5-18.  

Forbes says she will continue health 
and wellness and culinary arts as an on-
going part of GCI’s programming.  Other 
planned programming includes:

Horticultural training.  The new facility 
sits on 4-acres and she’s already work 
with KU students to develop an agricul-
tural planting plan for the land as a way to 
implement a seed to plate program.  

Music, vocal and instrumental 
training thanks to a grant from the 

Community Foundation, she’s been 
able to secure some instruments, but 
needs funding to purchase more.   

Sports and physical education, and 
other community education classes, such 
as infant safety, CPR, and financial literacy.  

Most of the programming will be 
held at the organization’s recently 
acquired 25,000 sq. ft. facility in 
southeast Topeka.  

It’s a facility that for years, Forbes 
had eyed as a potential home for GCI.  
The asking price was $1 million for the 
two-building facility that had been va-

cant for years.  While almost any 
price was beyond the organiza-
tion’s reach, Forbes didn’t give up 
and continued to negotiate with 
the building’s representative.  

Thankfully, the owners were 
supportive of Forbes desire to 
help community youth and she 
was finally able to walk away 
with an enormous deal on the 
facility that had once been a 
juvenile detention facility.  

The buildings are still in 
need of considerable work and 
furnishings.  

“We need to transform the 
environment from looking like 
a detention center to just a 
youth center,” said Forbes.  She 

estimates it will take $300,000 to get 
the buildings up and running.  That 
includes replacing the HVAC in one 
of the buildings after vandals recently 
destroyed it trying to strip the copper.  

Funds raised from the banquet will 
go towards building improvement as 
well as programs.  

As a source of additional revenues, 
Forbes is looking at contracting 
with a non-profit to operate a youth 
residential facility in a portion of one 
of the buildings.  

Another income source will come 
from using the facilities commercial 
grade kitchen to prepare and sell 
Sunday brunch for the community.  
Forbes, who is also a talented chef, 
says she hopes to get the Sunday 
brunch underway shortly after the first 
of the year.  

She’s also looking for individuals 
or organizations to adopt a room to 
decorate and furnish.  

Finally, she’s giving out a shout out 
for “willing, able-bodied” individuals 
who would be interested in serving on 
the GCI board.  The board meets once 
per month.  

Tickets to the Gil Carter Initiative An-
nual Banquet on Nov. 11 are $55 each.  
For tickets call (785) 260-9195 or 
email admin@gilcarterinitiative.org.  

Annual Gil Carter Initiative Banquet Will Be at Their New Home 
•KansasCityRoyalsLegendFrankWhitewilldeliverkey-

notespeech.

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

M
embers of the Kansas Univer-
sity Black Alumni Network 
were on 

campus in support of 
the Professional House 
of Garments, aka The 
PHOG, a professional 
clothing closet that 
provides a way for 
students to access 
free professional and 
business casual attire 
appropriate for career 
fairs, interviews, and 
the workplace.  

To increase aware-
ness of PHOG by 
students and potential 
donors of clothing, The 

University Career Center Sponsored a 
PHOG: A Fashion Story on Sat., Oct 20 

at the Burge Union on the KU Campus, 
Lawrence.  In addition to demonstrating 

what not to wear, student models 
also showcased items from the 
PHOG clothing closet.  

A networking reception held before 
the fashion show allowed alumni to 
chat with students about their profes-
sional goals.  During the fashion show, 
KUBAN members 

Portia Kibble Smith and J. Anthony 
Snorgrass shared wisdom with the 
students on dressing for success.

If you have items or money to donate 
to the PHOG, contact 
Nikita Haynie at 
nhaynie@ku.edu.  

KU Black Alumni Support PHOG Fashion Show on Campus  

PHOTOS: 1.  (Front) with 
Baby-J is Luke Bobo 
(Back: L-R) Brenda 
Vann, Portia Kibble-
Smith, J. Anthony Snor-
grass, Bonita Gooch, 
Terricita Williams, Ber-
nice Thomas, Jeainnie 
Brown and Rita Bobo.  
2.  Fashion show MC’s 
Derrick Morris and Page 
Freeman.  
3. KU students par-
ticipated in the fashion 
show.



Photos by The Community Voice



As a source of income for the non-profit Gil Carter Initiative, founder Erma Forbes 
plans to use a commercial kitchen in the organization’s new buildings to prepare a 
tasty and affordable Sunday brunch. 
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Y
ou don’t have to be real old 
to remember the glory days of 
Quindaro Blvd. in Kansas City, 

KS.  It was the commercial heart of 
KCK’s African-American community.  
There were restaurants, offices, 
clubs, retail stores, and lots and lots 
of groceries says Terrence Hender-
son, president of PRIDE, the Kansas 
City, KS chapter of the International 
Association of Black Professional 
Firefighters.  

Henderson was part of team of 20 
to 30 volunteers who dedicated at 
least part of Saturday morning Oct. 
20 to cleaning out what used to be 
Wilson’s Hardware at 1726 Quindaro.  
Back in the 80s when other business-
es were just starting to abandon the 
area in mass, PRIDE moved in.  They 
own the building that housed Wilson’s 
and the adjacent building, which 
serves as the organization’s office.  

PRIDE is invested in the neighbor-
hood and they’re joining with other 
community partners to see how they 
can turn the building into a much 
needed community grocery store.  

“There was an A&P, Safeway and 
Milgrams, plus neighborhood grocery 
stores,” recalls Henderson, who grew 

up in the neighborhood.  
These days, there’s not much 

left on Quindaro Blvd.  Wiilson’s 
Pizza is about the last restaurant.  
Between boarded and gated store-
fronts, there’s a few offices and 
store front churches, but there’s 
absolutely no grocery stores.  Not 
even the mom and pop corner 
store.  

Already a food desert, lacking 
fresh food and produce, the death 
knell for the community came 
within the last month, with the 
closing of the Dollar General at 
22nd and Quindaro.  

Government officials in KCK 
know recognize a lot of the city’s older 
inner city communities lack a quality 
grocery store and they’ve been work-
ing to find a solution.   A few months 
ago, the Wyandotte County Unified 
Government announced they’d finally 
reached a deal to bring a grocery 
store to downtown KCK.  It was a great 
solutions for closer neighborhoods, 
but that store would be too far to 
provide the answer for the Quindaro 
area.  

That’s why representatives from 
the Historic Northeast-Midtown As-
sociation, the Unified Government 
of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, KS, 
and YouthBuild KCK were busy filling 

a huge roll-off dumpster to the brim 
and hauling off larger items left be-
hind in the former hardware store.  

Everyone agreed, it’s great the 
groups are working together.  It’s 
equally great that it’s an effort involv-
ing the community.  

The fire fighters were pulled into 
the idea of opening a grocery by 
one of their young members, Joshua 
Hatchett, who spent years research-
ing what it would take to open a 
grocery store in the community.  He 
approached PRIDE about acquiring 
or leasing their building.  Instead they 
agreed to partner with him.  

When they heard about the North-

east Master Plan Grocery Store, and 
other group’s interest in bringing a 
grocery store to the area, they agreed 
to work together on the idea.  Besides, 
everyone bought something to the 
table.  PRIDE had the building, HNMA 
and the Unified Government had staff-
ing and resources.  

 “The purpose of the cleanup is to 
prep the space for community events 
and outreach around creating a 
grocery store in Northeast KCK,” wrote 
Rachel Jefferson, executive director 
of the Historic Northeast Midtown 
Association.  

“This is phase one,” said Hen-
derson.  “Get everything out of here, 

check on the electricity, plumbing, 
utilities, and see what we need to do 
then.”

Beyond the cleanup and basic fix 
up, the next steps aren’t as clear.  

They’ve talked to a grocery store 
consultant who’s helped open and run 
grocery stores in depressed areas.  
They also have Hatchett’s research, 
and they still have Hatchett’s com-
mitment to the project, even though 
he’s no longer a firefighter, but a law 
student a Washburn.  With the UG’ and 
HNMA” s resources and support, the 
team is determined to find a way to 
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See QUINDARO, page 16

Kansas City

W
here can you catch up on 
projects and issues, get your 
questions answered, and 

interact with community leaders all in 
one stop?  At the 4th District Com-
munity Summit hosted by Wyandotte 
County Unified Government Commis-
sioner Harold Johnson on Thurs., Nov. 
15, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at Northwest 
Middle School, 2400 N. 18th Street, 
Kansas City, KS.  

Unified Government staff members 
will update attendees on the Northeast 
Area Master Plan and the Park Drive 

Plan.  There will also be presentations 
on the 18th Street Renaissance vision, 
walkability and green space initiatives, 
housing and much more.

Johnson says the Master Planning 
Process is of major importance to the 
4th District.  He encourages residents 
to get informed about the process and 
provide input.  

The things we hear often is that it’s 
just another plan that’s going to just 
sit on the shelf,” says Johnson.  “I’m 
committed to making sure these mas-
ter plans are integrated into everything 

that we do to enhance our quality of life 
in Wyandotte County. The master plans 
are a sign of hope, they are a sign of 
life, a sign of better times for areas that 
for far too long have been neglected.”

The summit will also include special 
guest appearances from:

•NewKansasCityKansasPublic
Schools Superintendent, Dr. Charles 
Foust, 

•PresidentofKansasCityKansas
Community College, Dr. Greg Mosier, 

•WyandotteCountyDistrictAttorney
Mark Dupree, 

•DeputyKansasCity
Kansas Police Chief, 
Tyrone Garner and

•ChristalWatson
from Mayor David 
Alvey’s Office.

 Come and hear first-
hand about the various 
projects and initiatives 
that are taking place, 
ask questions and share 
your concerns with city 
officials. This summit is 
for you.

Commissioner Harold Johnson to Hold Community Meeting

District Attorney Mark Dupree (R) will be among 
the special guests at the District Four Community 
Summit sponsored by Wyandotee Unified Govern-
ment Commissioner Harold Johnson (L)  

Step One, the Clean Up; Step Two, Not as Clear 

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

•CananemptystorefrontownedbytheKansasCity,Kansas,
Black Fire Fighters be the starting point to address a food desert 
in the historic core of KCK’s Black community?  

Photos by The Community Voice 

(L) Historic Northeast Midtwon Association board member Lynette Booker, helps haul trash out of the old Wilson’s Hard-
ware Store location on Quindaro Ave. in Kansas City, KS.  (R) Terrence Henderson, president of PRIDE, the KCK Black Fire 
Fighters Association, stands in front of  buildings owned by the organization on Quindaro Ave.  The fire fighters are now 
part of a community effort to turn part of their property into a community grocery store. 
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Wichita News

“T
his is Love” was by far the 
big hit of the 16th Annual 
Tallgrass Film Festival.  The 

documentary about Wichita’s first 
family of Soul, the Love Family, was 
the festival’s Friday night gala event 
and received even more love than 
the festival’s typically big name “Ad 
Astra Awards,” which this year fea-
tured 70s cinema icon Pam Grier. 

The premiere of the 80-minute 
documentary completely sold out 
the historic Orpheum Theater in 
downtown Wichita.  For Gala ticket 
holders, the evening continued 
with an after party in Old Town 
that featured a live performance 
by the 1st generation of Loves -- 
Rudy and the Love Family – as well 
as performances from a second 
generation of equally talented Love 
family members.   

What’s more the documentary 
was excellent.  The soundtrack was 
fantastic with a number of great 
Rudy tunes that many of us had 
never heard.  

“A lot of people think they know 
about Rudy Love, but they have 
no idea until they see the film,” 
Bob Love told us for an article we 
printed ahead of the premiere.  

His statement was so true.  What 
most people walked away with, 
was a story they never knew, and 
an even greater appreciation of 
Rudy Love and his artistry.  Both 
tragic and inspiring, the documen-
tary reveals a side of American mu-

sic history that needs to be exposed.  
The Orpheum showing was the 

U.S. premiere of the documentary.  
It premiered earlier in the month 

in London, where it turns out, Rudy 
is quiet a star.  The film producers 
plan to continue to movie on the film 
festival circuit for a while with the next 

stop in Rome.  After that, the goal is to 
negotiate a deal that takes the movie to 
a streaming service or network.  

The Love family story is so engag-

ing, director John Alexander told the 
audience during the Q&A he’s commit-
ted to getting the story turned into a 
movie.  

“This is Love” Premiere a Sellout at Tallgrass Film Festival 

1.  PHOTOS: Rudy (L) & Bob (C) Love on-stage during the Q&A that followed the 
premiere of the documentary “This is Love.”  with the movie’s director (R) John 
Alexander  during premiere of “This is Love”. 2. Love sisters; Peggy, Denise & Shir-
ley performed with the family at the after party.  3.  Other talented  next generation 
Love family members sang at the party including:  Rudy Love, Jr. 4.  Rudy’s oldest 
daughter, Gina Thurston and 5. Rudy’s granddaughter, Deja Thurston.  6.  Legend-
ary Radio DJ AJ Jones and his wife Angie attended the premiere.

F
or the 18th year, the 
Wichita Community 
Foundation is spon-

soring Share the Season, 
a program designed to 
help the working poor.  
Applicants do not have to 
qualify for other indigent 
programs.

Each family can receive one-time assistance to help meet their needs 
such as utilities, paying medical bills, etc.  

If you believe you or someone you know could benefit from the pro-
gram, tell them to submit their application now online at wichitacf.org.  
Applications are screened by the Salvation Army and the assistance is 

administered directly to the 
vendors, such as the bank 
or utility company.  

Under the program,
During the holiday sea-

son, one of the best ways 
to help people in need is 
through the Share the Sea-
son program. An 18-year 

program, Share the Season is a joint effort of The Salvation Army, The 
Wichita Eagle and the Wichita Community Foundation.

Last year, the program raised $216,000 for 210 Wichita families.  
Since its inception, the program has helped 3,500 families with $3.3 
million in donated funds.  

Applications Being Accepted to Provide Help to the Working Poor

1

3 4

2

5 6

S
hare the Season is one of the best ways 
possible to get charitable donations directly to 
those in need.  Your donation is tax deductible 

and since all applicants are screened, and the Com-
munity Foundation makes the payment directly to the 
vendor(s) you can be assured your donation is being 
put to good use.  

Donations can be made online @ Wichitacf.org/
donate or by mailing a check to Wichita Community 
Foundation, 301 N. Main, Ste. 100, Wichita, KS 

67202.

Why Not Donate to 
Share the Season? 
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National News

P
resident Sahle-Work  is the ceremonial 
head of state and Prime Minsiter Abiy 
Ahmed (right) holds the political power

Sahle-Work Zewde becomes Ethiopia's first 
female president

Sahle-Work Zewde promised to focus on 
gender equality and promoting peace

Ethiopian members of parliament have elected 
Sahle-Work Zewde as the country's first female 
president.

Ms Sahle-Work is an experienced diplomat 
who has now become Africa's only female head 
of state.

Her election to the ceremonial position 
comes a week after Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
appointed a cabinet with half the posts taken up 
by women.

After being sworn in, President Sahle-Work 
promised to work hard to make gender equality 
a reality in Ethiopia.

The new president was keen to make a point 
about gender equality right from the start, telling 
MPs that if they thought she was talking too much 
about women, she had only just begun.

There may now be male-female parity in the 
new cabinet but elsewhere there is still a long 
way to go.

Ms Sahle-Work's appointment has been wel-
comed by Ethiopians on social media with many 
calling it "historic".

She has been described as Ethiopia's first fe-
male head of state of the modern era, with some 
remembering Empress Zewditu who governed 
the country in the early part of the 20th Century.

Ms Sahle-Work was voted in after the unex-
pected resignation of her predecessor, Mulatu 
Teshome.

The prime minister's chief of staff, Fitsum 
Arega, tweeted that "in a patriarchal society such 
as ours, the appointment of a female head of 

state not only sets the standard for the future but 
also normalises women as decision-makers in 
public life".

President Sahle-Work has served as an 
ambassador for Ethiopia in Senegal and Djibouti. 
She has also held a 
number of UN posi-
tions, including head 
of peace-building in 
the Central African 
Republic (CAR).

Immediately before 
becoming president, 
Ms Sahle-Work was 
the UN representative 
at the African Union.

In the Ethiopian 
constitution, the post 
of president is 
ceremonial with the 

prime minister holding the political power.
The last African female head of state was Presi-

dent Ameenah Gurib-Fakim of Mauritus, who 
resigned in March over an expenses scandal. She 

denied any wrong doing.

Sahle-Work Appointment Makes Her Only Female in Africa 



L
ate last year, 
BlackPAC 
— then 

a little-known, 
liberal super PAC 
led by a longtime 
political organizer  
— swept into 
Alabama’s special 
U.S. Senate race 
and began spend-
ing hundreds 
of thousands of 
dollars to great 
effect.

The New York-
based BlackPAC 
knocked on more 
than 520,000 
doors, sent mail 
to 271,000 homes and made 72,000 phone calls to Alabamians. 
The effort helped organize Black volunteers en masse, who in turn 
urged prospective voters to the polls.

In the end, the candidate BlackPAC backed, Democrat Doug 
Jones, notched one of the most notable electoral victories in 
modern congressional history, defeating Republican Roy Moore 
in a state that hadn’t elected a Democrat to the U.S. Senate since 
1992. BlackPAC spent nearly $614,000 on canvassing and calls in 
a matter of weeks, ranking it among the biggest super PAC rain-

makers in a race that attracted more than $19 million 
in non-candidate 
spending overall, 
including the 
primaries.

Avowedly 
anti-Donald 
Trump, anti-White 
supremacy and 
pro-Black political 
power, BlackPAC 
is now positioning 
itself a “move-
ment” fighting 
against, among 
other roadblocks 
to equality, “un-
checked power” 
and a “corrupt 

campaign finance 
system that benefits 
corporations over 
citizens.”

But there’s another side to BlackPAC.
BlackPAC’s financial resources, for one, do not come from an 

army of small-dollar, “grassroots” donors in the style of a politi-
cian such as Bernie Sanders. Instead, its primary bankrollers are a 
coterie of well-heeled organizations with deep ties to the national 
Democratic Party, such as the pro-Hillary Clinton super PAC 
Priorities USA Action.

These groups, in turn, are funded in large part by wealthy, White 
men. Liberal, “dark money” nonprofit groups that don’t publicly 

disclose the identities of their own contributors are also among 
BlackPAC’s bankrollers.

Which leaves some to wonder: Is BlackPAC little more than 
a convenient rent-a-group for wealthy Democratic interests 
struggling to connect with Black voters in a post-Barack Obama 
political era?

BlackPAC’s executive director, Adrianne Shropshire, said an 
upstart group such as hers can’t achieve its activist goals without a 
significant infusion of cash.  

Shropshire, a longtime political activist and community organiz-
er with roots in California, said building an organization dedicated 
to year-round voter engagement, “takes money.”

As a Black woman commanding significant political resources, 
Shropshire herself is a rarity: Most successful super PAC leaders 
and funders this decade — whether conservative or liberal — are 
White. 

Shropshire created BlackPAC two years ago as Obama’s days 
as president were dwindling and Trump’s political fortunes were 
improving. BlackPAC’s office is located in a 12-story Harlem, New 
York, office building. Shropshire, who also serves as BlackPAC’s 
treasurer, says she works alongside a group of advisers and con-
sultants, although she wouldn’t say how many.

Black voters turned out in record numbers during the 2012 
presidential election — two out of three eligible voters cast bal-
lots.

But Black voter turnout declined in 2016, to less than 60% of 
eligible voters. This marked the first decline of Black voting in a 
presidential election in 20 years, according to Pew Research. And 
it contributed to an outcome the vast majority of Black Americans 
didn’t want: Trump’s defeat of Clinton. Clinton received 88% of the 
Black vote in 2016, compared to Obama’s 93%, according to Pew.  

Adrianne Shropshire, second left, with BlackPAC volunteers with then Governor-elect Ralph 
Northam, center, in Virginia in Nov. 2017. BlackPAC / via Twitter

In the end, the candidate BlackPAC backed, Democrat Doug Jones, notched one of the 
most notable electoral victories in modern congressional history, defeating Republican Roy 
Moore in a state that hadn't elected a Democrat to the U.S. Senate since 1992. BlackPAC 
spent nearly $614,000 on canvassing and calls in a matter

•DoesitmatterthatitsfundersareWhite?

A Super PAC Has Raised Millions to Mobilize Black Voters

See MOBILIZE,  page 16
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Soul Man Rudy Love 
Gets Loved by Kansas
The Tallgrass Film Fest 

had the distinction of holding 

the American premiere of “This 

is Love” a documentary about 

Wichitan Rudy Love and his 

musical family.      

Election Previews 
And Cheat Sheet
For this election year, 

Kansans are expected to turn out 

at the polls in record numbers, 

and the popularity of these articles 

shows that people want to know 

who they’re voting for BEFORE the 

winner takes office.  

   

What Are the Most 
Lucrative Side Hustles?
You’re making money on a 

part-time venture outside your main 

career - that’s a side hustle. But 

which ones bank the most? Don’t 

waste your time farming; keep on 

eye on real estate. 

Ship Designer Was a 
Hidden Figure for Navy
Arkansas native Raye 

Montague has died at 83. She 
battled discrimination to win a 
place in history by pioneering the 
use of computers to design the 

boats that keep America safe

Nursing Home Ranks 
Are Surprising 
Nursing homes in KS and 

MO rank at the top and bottom of 

a national list based on customer 

reviews. Spoiler: It’s better to sunset 

in Topeka and Wichita than KC or St. 

Louis, but every city beat Atlanta.

Our Top 5 Online Stories 

I
f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly 
on our website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up 
to receive our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between 

each bi-weekly issue of “The Community Voice.”  Here’s just 
some of what you missed during the last two weeks. 

41

2

3

5



Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Top Photo Front :  Irene Marcus celebrated her 99th birthday on Oct. 20, 
2018   (See Story Page 6)

Let Our Ads Work for You 
Advertising in The Community Voice 

gets your message to about 30,000 readers* across Kansas.     

(*Data provided by professional audit) 

Next Issue Dates:  
Nov. 15 • Nov. 29 • Dec. 13

W w Abou
f Bl k Kansas? 

Deadline for submissions for our 11/15 issue is 11/9.

STATE OF BLACK KANSAS 2018

 

This  is just one of the many interesting facts in the special report 
The State of Black Kansas 2018.  

Download your free copy today from our pinned post 
@ facebook.com/TheCommunityVoice 

VOICE
Never miss a copy of 

The Community Voice.  
Read  it online FREE 

@  www.communityvoiceks.com 

FREE 

REPORT

6 out of 10 Black Children in Kansas are being raised in single-parent 
homes.  Compare that to all Kansans, Hispanics and Whites, where only 3 of 10 

children are raised in single parent homes, and consider the implications.  
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SNOOP DOGG AND 
KIRK FRANKLIN TEAM 

UP FOR ‘FROM 
GANGSTER TO GOSPEL 

TO REDEMPTION’ 
WEB SERIES

Snoop Dogg fans were shocked 
when he announced he was going to 
make a Gospel album. The “Bible of 
Love” when it came out it received 
great reviews and Snoop enlisted Gos-
pel as well as R&B artists to perform 
on the album. According to BET, Patti 
LaBelle, Tye Tribbett and Fred Ham-
mond lent their voices to 
make it a success.

Snoop is now moving 
forward and has decided 
to do a three-part You-
Tube series titled “From 
Gangster to Gospel to 
Redemption,” with Kirk 
Franklin. In the first 
episode they talk about 
faith, family and mo-
ments of their past.

Snoop said, “95% 
of the gangster rappers 
were born and raised in a 
church, and the first style of music that 
they heard or were introduced to was 

Gospel music. That’s their upbringing. 
Kirk during the interview spoke 

about how rappers like Eric B., Big 
Daddy Kane and more influenced him 
even though he grew up in church. He 
recalls Snoop asking if they could col-
laborate in 1998, and Kirk didn’t know 
what to do. 

Kirk said, “I was scared to death. 
Because, I know on the West Coast, 
y’all were coming out of that whole 
Death Row movement, and it scared 
me to death because it was so real.” 

Even at that time Kirk could see the 

passion Snoop had and years later got 
to work with him. 

‘BLACK PANTHER’S’ 
KILLMONGER SET FOR 

FIVE-PART MARVEL 
COMICS MINISERIES
Killmonger, the tragic villain in 

Black Panther is getting his first solo 
series.   The five-issue Marvel Com-
ics story is billed as “the fall of Erik 
Killmonger,” Polygon reports.

According to the report, “the series 
will begin with Erik, 
an Amer-
ican-
raised 
Wakan-
dan 
exile, 
graduat-
ing from 
MIT, and 
follow the 
choices and 
events that 
cement him 
into his villainous role and his hatred 
for the Black Panther.”

“What I would like to let readers 
know is they should expect the unex-
pected with this,” Hill told Vulture. “If 
they think that they know who Erik 
Killmonger is, they will be surprised 

by the aspects of this story. There’s 
everything here.”

The first issue of “Killmonger” will 
debut sometime in December.

SHONDA RHIMES 
REVEALS SHE’S TV’S 

HIGHEST-PAID 
SHOWRUNNER

Shonda Rhimes was recently hon-
ored at Elle magazine’s 25th annual 
Women In Hollywood celebration 
where the “Grey’s Anatomy” creator 
revealed that she’s the highest paid 
showrunner in television after inking a 
lucrative deal with Netflix.

“I am the highest-paid showrunner 
in television,” the 48-year-old told the 
audience.

It was previously announced 
that Ryan Murphy, who was in the 
audience, signed a 
five-year Netflix 
deal worth 
as much 
as $300 
million, 
The YBF 
reports. 

Rhimes dropped the bomb about her 
#BlackGirlMagic to point out the differ-
ences between men and women.

THE RICH GET RICHER: 
JAY Z AND BEYONCE 

MAKE $250M ON ‘OTR II’
According to Complex, Beyoncé and 

Jay-Z’s “On the Run II” tour earned 
$253M including $14M bucks from 
just TWO nights in Atlanta.

NME Media described the show as 
“a two-hour masterclass from a pair of 
icons who are seemingly hell-bent on 
proving that love conquers all.”  The 
run of 48-joint concerts began in June 
and ended in Seattle in October.

 The tour included 18 stops in 
Europe, followed by 30 more in North 
America. The latter leg was preceded 
by the release of the couple’s Every-
thing Is Love album, an effort that 
recently won Album of the Year at the 
BET Hip Hop Awards.

The tour sold 2,177,000 tickets 
with each show grossing an average 
of $5.28M.

Meanwhile, the “OTR II” tour 
is up for several Billboard Live 
Music Awards, including Top 
World Tour. 
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Snoop Dogg & Franklin

Killmonger (Jordan)

Rhimes



BORROW A TOOL FROM THE 
OLATHE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Check out a book, Check out a tool at the Olathe Down-
town Library, 201 E. Park St. The Tool Lending Library 
(TLL) is a collection of tools intended for public use in 
completing minor to moderate lawn and garden improve-
ments and/or repairs.  Some available tools include rakes, 
cultivators, seed spreaders, bulb planters, and more.

Learn more and browse tool inventory at OlatheLibrary.
org/ToolLendingLibrary. 

Just like books, late fees will apply.

DONATE HATS AND GLOVES 
FOR THE HOMELESS

Hats and gloves for adults and children are being col-
lected for the 2nd annual “Hats & Gloves for the Home-
less” drive, hosted by the Unified Government Human 
Services department. Items will be collected until Dec. 14, 
and then delivered to local shelters. For more info, con-
tact humanservices@wycokck.org, or call 913-573-5502.

Drop-off locations: KCK City Hall Lobby, 701 N. 7th St., 
KCK; Big Grill & More,  501 N. 6th St., KCK; Chips & Coins, 
720 Minnesota Ave., KCK; CD2 Alteration Inc., 601 Minne-
sota Ave., Suite A, KCK; Tarahumaras Mexican Restaurant, 
503 N. 6th St., KCK.

FREE SHOWING OF MAVIS!
The American Jazz Museum will present a free screen-

ing of Mavis!, the first feature documentary on gospel/
soul music legend and civil rights icon Mavis Staples and 
her family group, The Staple Singers, at 6 p.m. Mon, Nov. 
5 at the museum, 1616 E. 18th St., KCMO. 

Mavis! reveals the struggles, successes, and intimate 
stories of her journey. At 75, she's making the most 
vital music of her career, winning Grammy awards, and 
reaching a new generation of fans.

This film is part of the 2018-2019 Film Series with 
American Jazz Museum, Greater KC Black History Study 
Group, and the National Archives at Kansas City.

MORE CHIEFS TICKETS 
AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY

KC Chiefs tickets sold out so fast for the Niles Fun-
draiser that they added new games to the fundraiser 
schedule. 

Use promo code NILESHOME to get tickets to see the 
Kansas City Chiefs at Arrowhead Stadium. Tickets are 
only $30. Proceeds benefit the youth at Niles and help 
provide compassionate care to youth in crisis.

Visit www.chiefs.com/tickets/ticketfundraiser for info. 
Parking is not included.

I
t’s obvious from the stories shared 
by friends and family of Irene Whit-
ley Marcus, that she’s quite the cut 

up.  Even at 99, her quick wit and jovial 
personality still shines through.  But as 
you listened to the repeated accolades 
your admiration for this woman grew 
and grew.  

Irene is a great lady of many lay-
ers.  She’s the well- loved patriarch 
of her family, a coveted club member 
to many, the longest living member 
of her church and a historian for the 
community.  

The 99th birthday celebration for 
Marcus was held on Sat., Oct. 20, and, 
appropriately for this historian, at 
the Black Archives of Mid-America in 
Kansas City, MO.  

“She can tell us more about KC than 
you can ever imagine,” said her pastor 
Rev. Raymond Handy of Bethel AME 
Church.  

Fellow church member Garnett 
Wilson, who made of point of letting 
people know she’s a few months older 
than Irene, remembers when Irene 
started “collecting.”  

 “It started as a 
hobby, but it turned 
into the preserva-
tion of the Black 
History in Kansas 
City,” said Wilson.  

Irene has col-
lected and knows 
such much about 
Kansas City’s 
history that even 
historians come 
to her to get their 
history right.  Two 
different repre-
sentatives from the 
State Historical 
Society of Missouri 
were on the pro-
gramming, sharing 
stories about Irene.    

The retired 
school educator 
was praised by 
Kansas City Public 
Schools Board 
member Amy Hartsfeld.  

Her club members composed a 

large portion of those in atten-
dance.  Irene is a long-term member 
of the Twin Citians Social Club, The 

Saturday Night Sixteen Club and the 
American Bridge Association.  

Irene has been a member of the 
Twin Citians since 1943, the year 

the club was founded.  At the 
Saturday Night sixteen Club, 
they could always count on Irene to 
get things done.  “She knew everyone 
in the City and could get right to the 
top,” said Earlene Griggs, 

Bridge Club members, reflecting 

on the length of 
Irene’s mem-
bership in dol-
lars and cents.  
When Irene 
first joined, the 
cost was $.15 
a game, now 
it’s $4.  

The recipient 
of honors upon 

honors, from time to time, Rev. Handy 
says she would jokingly query, “What 
did I do besides get old?”  

It‘s evident, Irene Whitely Marcus 
has done a lot.  
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6 Friends, Family and Community Celebrate Historians 99th Birthday  

Kansas City Briefs

1

2

3

PHOTOS:  1. Honoree Irene 
Whitley Marcus arrives at her 
tribute to a standing ovation.  
She’s accompanied  by her 
niece Gena Irene Bardwell.  
2.  Marcus’s nieces Ramona 
Issac, Briana Bigham and 
Tiffany Bigham, presented her 
with a special gift.  3.  Gar-
nettt Wilson, also 99, “roast” 
Irene, while their pastor Rev. 
Raymond Handy joins in the 
laughter.  





T
he Wichita Branch NAACP held 
its 99th Annual Freedom Fund 
Banquet on Oct. 27 at the 

Marriott Hotel.
This year’s keynote speaker was 

to be Dr. Robert C. Smith, author 
of the book, “Ron Walters and the 
Fight for Black Power, 1969-2010” 
and a Professor of Political Science 
at San Francisco State University.  
Unfortunately, Dr. Smith suffered a 
fall as he was entering the banquet 
hall and was unable to give the 
keynote. The widow of Dr. Ron 
Walters, Mrs. Patricia Walters was 
in attendance.  She stepped in and 
gave a wonderful presentation about 
Dr. Smith and his accomplishments.  
They’ve been friends for over forty 
years.

Eleven community leaders and 
activists were honored at this year’s 
banquet for their work to make 
Wichita a better place for all.  
Along with the awards celebra-
tion was the commemorative 
recognition of the 1958 Dockum 
Store Sit-in participants. Dr. 
John Bardo, president of Wichita 
State University and Dr. Marche’ 
Fleming-Randle; Vice-President 

of Diversity and Community Engage-
ment, presented each of the Doc-

kum participants with a “Certificate 
of Appreciation and Recognition.” 
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Defeat Hate: Vote was Theme of Wichita NAACP 99th Annual Banquet

PHOTOS:
1.  Jordan Atwater and Mya Thomp-
son were in attendance to support 
their family members who were being 
honored. 2. 2018 NAACP Youth Coun-
cil members Aleya Rankin, Makayla 
McClellan, Antonio Rankin, Jasmine 
Posey, Maximus Frias, Victoria 
Posey, Youth advisor, LaWanda De-

Shazer,  Amya Rankin, Jaxsen Hunt 
and Kyndal Jennings paid special 
tribute to the 1958 Youth Council.  3.  
Kianga Crowley and Riccardo Harris 
served as emcees for the evening.  
4. Dr.  John Bardo, President of 

WSU, presented each of the Dockum 
participants with a certificate of ap-
preciation.  5. Honorees (Back: L-R) 
Gordon Ramsay, Frankie Perkins, 
Annie Montgomery (Dennis Family 
Ministry), Dr. Alicia Thompson, Dr. 

Rev. T. LaMont Holder, Marquetta 
Atkins, Mrs. Armelia Chaney (Chaney 
Family Ministry), Kevin Andrews, Dr. 
Marche’ Fleming Randle and Terry 
Atwater. Front (L-R) Dockum Store 
sit-in honorees: Mrs, Ron Walters, 

Peggy Wesley, Carole McAlpine-
Watson, Carol Parks-Hahn, Howard 
Kendall and Dr. Galyn Vesey.  6.  Mrs. 
Patricia Walters, widow of Dr. Ron 
Walters gave the keynote address.
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Photos by My Picture Man

ANNUAL ALTERNATIVE 
GIFT MARKET NOV. 10 

“Gifts inspiring change.”  That’s the idea 
behind the Wichita Alternative Gift Market, 
which brings dozens of local, national, and 
global charities under one roof for one day.  
It’s a community of people who care.  Not 
just a shopping day.    Shoppers can purchase 
these tax-deductible gifts to honor their 
family and friends, then present them with a 
beautiful greeting card including a gift insert 
describing the project their gift supports.  In 
addition, shoppers who select the gifts get a 
complimentary ornament representing their 
sponsored causes.  

This year’s market, on Sat., Nov. 10, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., offers an opportunity to 
learn about projects around the world that 
relieve poverty and suffering.  

DAUGHTERS OF ELKS 

HOLDING 90TH
 ANNIVERSARY 

The IBPOE if W Princess Temple #557 
are holding an event celebrating the 90th 
anniversary of their unit on Sat., Nov. 1 , from 
7 to 11 p.m. at St. Peter Claver Complex, 1209 
N. Indiana, Wichita.  Recommended attire: 
purple and white.  Music will be provided by 

D.J. Charles.  This is a BYOB event and you 
must be 21 and over to attend.

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the 
door. For tickets contact Deborah (316) 559-
5637 or princess.u577@gmail.com.

TAX PREP VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

Volunteers are needed for the free tax 
preparation program that assists individuals 
and families receive their refunds.  

Experience is not needed to be a part of 
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program.  
Individuals are trained and will be certified by 
the IRS and receive on-going support 
at the VITA site.  Volunteer positions 
include:  greeters and site coordinators 
(must be a certified tax preparer.)  

Volunteers are needed to help in 
Sedgwick, Butler, Cowley and Marion 
counties.    To sign up or get more 
information dial 2-1-1 the United Way’s 
Information Line or visit www.united-
wayplains.org/taxvolunteer. 

ACT PREP 
WORKSHOP TO BE 

HELD AT WSU
WSU’s Counseling and Testing Center 

is offering an ACT workshop  for  high 

school students on Sat, Nov. 10, from 8 a.m. 
- noon.  The workshop will provide general 
test-taking tips and information the ACT exam 
– English, math, reading and science.  The 
cost is $32 and pre-registration is required by 
Thurs., Nov. 8 at www.registerblast.com/wsu.  
For information call (316) 978-3440.

Students need to bring a pencil and a 
calculator to the workshop. All other materi-
als will be supplied, including practice tests.  
Refreshments will be provided.  

The next ACT national test date after the 
workshop is Saturday, Dec. 8.

Wichita Briefs
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N
o matter how over the top 
Madea may have been, you 
could always count on a Tyler 

Perry comedy to have balancing 
characters and a strong message 
about making the right life choices.  
It was a balance that typically earned 
the predictable comedies a PG-13 
rating.

However with “Nobody’s Fool,” 
in theaters this weekend, Perry 
records yet another first.  This time, 
it’s his first R-rating for one of his 
comedies, with the Motion Picture 
Association of America citing “sexual 
content and language throughout, 
and for drug material.”  

No, this isn’t Perry’s first R-rated 
movie.  “For Colored Girls” was a 
tough drama and “Acrimony”  was  a 
squeamish thriller.  

Unlike his lead character Madea, 
whom Perry has played in nine 
movies, it appears Perry let Tiffany 
Haddish, his female lead in “No-
body’s Fool,” cut loose – something 
she does so well – with only limited 
concern about colorful language.

The movie’s co-lead, Tika Sumpter, 
who has worked with Perry on sev-

eral projects, said “Nobody’s Fools” 
was different.  

“He let loose, he had a good time, 
and we were free in our characters – 
not that we weren’t before – but we 
could have a little bit more fun and 

say more ad-libs than we would’ve.”
In the movie, Haddish plays wild 

child Tanya, who is trying to back on 
her feet after being released from 
prison.  She looks to her buttoned-
up, by the book sister Danica, played 

by Sumpter, to help her get back on 
track.  As these polar opposites col-

lide – with hilarious and sometimes 
disastrous results – Tanya discovers 
that Danica’s picture-perfect life 
– including her mysterious online 

boyfriend – who might be “catfish-
ing” her.  

If the movie is a hit, it could signal 
a new era for Perry’s comedic melo-
dramas, or at least a simple-enough 
way to separate his Paramount/Via-
com Inc. releases from the previous 
13 years of Lionsgate offerings.  

Also starring in the movie is 
Whoopi Goldberg, who brings even 
more laughs to the film. She plays 
Sumpter’s and Haddish’s mother.  
While she’s loving, she’s an empty 
nesters and somewhat a free spirit.   
You can imagine her character as a 
hippy back in the 60s.  It’s an easy 
role for Goldberg to play and she 
nails it.  

“Whoppi kills it, she’s so funny,” 
said Perry, who also admits being at 
awe that the star agreed to appear in 
the movie.  

Haddish and Sumpter were also 
pleased to have the star in the midst.  
Ever since she was a young girl, 
Haddish said she dreamed of having 

Goldberg as her mother.  For her the 
movie is a dream come true.  

“Nobody’s Fools,” opens in the-
aters nationwide on Nov. 2.

With R Rating, Tyler Perry Comedies Finally Leave Their Clean Image Behind 

Perry Says He’s Ending ‘Madea’  

Tika Sumpter (left) plays the by the by-the- book character, Danica  while Tiffany Haddish (right)  stars as the wild child in 
Tyler Perry’s “Nobody’s Fool.”  Whoopi Goldberg (center) brings even more laughs to this R-rated comedy and plays the 
mother of the ladies. 

After 20 years, Madea is coming to an end.  Madea 
made her first appearance in the 1999 play I Can Do 
Bad All by Myself





T
yler Perry’s character Madea 
is extremely hard to kill — she 
even came back to life in “Boo 2! 

A Madea Halloween.” But Perry says 
he’s finally retiring the character for 
good in his upcoming “Tyler Perry’s 
a Madea Family Funeral,” set for 
release in March 2019.  

“This is it,” Perry told SiriusXM 
radio host Bevy Smith on her show 
“Bevelations” on Monday. “It’s time for 
me to kill that old bitch. I’m tired!”

 “Family Funeral” will be the eighth 
and final film in the Madea franchise 
and the 11th film in which Perry’s 
portrayal of Madea has appeared. 

“We’re gonna say goodbye in ’19,” 
Perry said. “I just don’t want to be her 
age playing her.”

Perry also said on the show that 
he’ll be taking the character on a 
“farewell” stage tour, including some 

of the original 
characters and 
actors from 
across the fran-
chise of films.

Meanwhile, 
Smith also asked 
Perry if he would 
ever consider 
doing a play 
on Broadway, 
and it looks like 
that’s extremely 
unlikely.

“My thing with 
Broadway is that 
you got to do the 
exact same thing 
every night, the 
exact same way. 
That wouldn’t 
work for me,” Perry said. “I’d piss off 

all the producers. I’d be like, look, we 
gotta do something different.”

N
tozake Shange, a Black feminist 
poet and playwright who brushed 
aside linguistic conventions, 

racial barriers and criticism 
from her male peers to 
compose works of bracing 
honesty— most notably her 
1976 theatrical debut, “For 
Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide/When 
the Rainbow is Enuf” — 
died Oct. 27 at an assisted-
living community in Bowie, Md. 

Ms. Shange had several strokes in 
2004. In recent years, she suffered 
from a neurological disorder known as 
CIDP, chronic inflammatory demyelinat-
ing polyneuropathy, which prevented 
her from typing or using a pen, forcing 

her to write with voice-recognition 
software on her laptop.

In nearly 50 plays, novels, chil-
dren’s books, and poetry 
and essay collections, 
Ms. Shange went on to 
establish herself as one 
of the most distinctive 
voices in American letters, 
a stylistic innovator who 
blended forms and genres 
to address themes of 

women’s empowerment, racial inequal-
ity, domestic abuse, abandonment and 
self-respect.

“For Colored Girls” was the second 
play by an African American woman to 
appear on Broadway, following Lorraine 
Hansberry’s “A Raisin in the Sun.”

Shange, ‘For Colored Girls’ 
Playwright, Dead at 70 
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Business & Technology

G
o Long, a half-Day lead-
ership training event is 
the newest project of 

the dynamic husband and wife 
duo Jonathan and Christina 
Long.  The Longs are the im-
petus behind Wichita’s Urban 
Professional Network and the 

Create Campaign, business 
development workshops.  

There new project is 
designed for progressive 
professionals, or anyone who 
is trying to make progress 
on personal and professional 
goals.  The event will feature 

talks, workshops and a mentor 
panel featuring the Longs’ 
mentor network, personal 
action-planning and more.  

The workshop is Mon., Nov. 
12, at Northrock, 8111 E 32nd 
St N, Wichita.  The day begins 
at 9:30 a.m. with networking, 

with sessions from 10 a.m. - 
1:30 p.m.  

The registration fee is $35 
for an individual or $50 for 
two.   The fee includes lunch 
and training material.  Register 
online at Eventbrite.com.  
Dress is business casual.  

“When you want to 
buy, refinance, 

repair or pay off
other debts,

call Ramona!”

Office: 316-260-5656
Cell: 316-409-5569
10111 E. 21st St. N., 

Suite 200
Wichita, KS 67206

NMLS #1753891

 

I can make 
home ownership 
possible for you!

Ramona Chapman
Mortgage Loan Originator

APPLY ONLINE

www.HomeWorkWithRamona.com

ramona.chapman@spmc.com

Go Long Half Day Leadership Training Nov. 12 

Free Business Workshops Abound in Kansas City During Global Entrepreneurship Week 

D
uring one week each November, 
thousands of events and competi-
tions in 170 countries inspire 

millions to engage in entrepreneurial 
activity while connecting them to 
potential collaborators, mentors 
and even investors. The week, called 
Global Entreprenuership Week 
is supported by dozens of world 
leaders and a network of more than 
15,000 partner organizations.  

The 10th Annual Global Entrepre-
neurship Week is Nov. 12-18 and if 
you want to start or grow your small 
business, finding a GEW workshop 
near you is a great idea.  

Since Global Entrepreneurship 
Week was started in Kansas City 
as an outspring of the Ewing and 
Marion Kaufman Foundation, no 
wonder the City supports GEW in 
such a big way.  Each day of the 
week, individuals can choose from 
nearly 50 free GEW sponsored classes 
in Kansas City.  

There’s something for everyone, no 
matter where you are in business, or 
the kind of business you operate.  

"GEWKC connects people who may 
not identify as 'entrepreneurs'—who 
may think of themselves as makers, 
creators, freelancers, artists, business 
owners—with the spark, network and 
support they need to start and grow 
businesses,” said Jenny Miller, orga-
nizer for GEW Kansas City and leader of 
KCSourceLink.

A guide to the more than 200 GEW 
Kansas City events can be found online 
at www.kcsourcelink.com.  This year, 
workshops are divided across five 
tracks:  

Makers and creators – For individu-
als or businesses who make or create, 

i.e. brewers, distillers, bakers, artist 
or other creatives. 

Social enterprises –  For busi-
nesses that want to maximize their 

business for social and environment 
well-being as well as profits.

Start ups --   For those who are 
looking to dip their toes into a new 

business venture or who are up and 
running yet still need help navigating 
business ownership.

Scalers -- For business that have 
survived the startup phase, 
but have not yet reached 
maturity. These business 
owners are eager to grow 

their businesses.  
Global Entrepreneurship Week 

began in 2008 with an emphasis 
on inspiring young people to make 
their mark and has quickly grown 
to become a comprehensive effort 

Topeka Hosts GEW Boot 
Camp for Entrepreneurs 
T

his year Topeka is joining Global En-
trepreneurship Week with their Small 
Business Boot Camp on Sat., Nov. 10, 

8 a.m. – 4 p.m., at 712 S. Kansas Ave.  The 
free event begins with an entrepreneurship 
Survey or personal assessment, then goes 
on to include the following workshops:  

Business Model Canvas   -- The 
anatomy of a business – a tool consisting 
of nine building blocks to help participants 
understand their business and how each 
component supports the other. 

Understanding the Statement and Quick-
books Tips – Financial information a small 

business owner must know. 
Guerilla Marketing & the Legal Side of 

Things   -- Participants will develop a seven 
sentence marketing plan as well as explore 
small business legal issues.  

General Business Solutions – This is an 
open session with Q&A.  

To reserve your space now online at 
topekachamber.org/events or contact Mary 
Ann at MaryAnn.Anderson@TopekaPart-
nership.com.  The boot camp is sponsored 
by Entrepreneurial & Minority Business 
Development, a Go Topeka Program, and 
712 Innovations.  

Last year’s Global Entrepreneurship Week KC participants helped provide the organizers 
feedback that planners feel will help make this year’s program even better.  

See GLOBAL, page 16
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Rep. Gail Finney
KS 84th District

Rep. KC Ohaebosim
KS 89th District

Vote Like 
Your Rights 

Depend On It
Nov. 6

Paid for by Finney for Kansas, Jerrold Finney, Treasurer, and

the Campaign to Elect KC Ohaebosim, Carol Brewer, Treasurer

E
lection Day, Florida voters will vote in a 
highly contested governor’s race, but there’s 
another big issue at the bottom of the 

Florida ballot.  Floridians will decide on Election 
Day whether the right to vote should be granted to 
1.5 million former felons who live in the state.  

With Iowa and Kentucky, Florida is one of just 
three states I the nation to permanently keep 
anyone who has committed a felony from ever 
voting again.  A grassroots movement headed by 
former felons is leading the effort to bring about 
a change.  

Amendment Four’s two leading advocates 
and most dogged supporters make for strange 
bedfellows: Neil Volz, a White, conservative former 
congressional chief of staff who was sentenced to probation 
for his role in a lobbying scandal; and Desmond Meade, 
a Black, formerly homeless man who served several years 
in prison for drug and weapon charges. Together, they are 
asking the state’s voters—citizens, they emphasize, just like 
them—for forgiveness.

“Returning citizens”—a term the movement’s organiz-
ers much prefer to felons—across the state are visiting 
churches, speaking at community events, and telling their 
neighbors about their experiences. It is in these heart-to-

heart conversations, activists believe, that they can convince 
Floridians to vote not for a political issue, but for a funda-
mental value: “When a debt is paid, it’s paid,.”

The amendment would give all former felons, except for 
convicted murderers and sex offenders, the right to vote 
once they complete all terms of their sentence. To pass, 
at least 60% of the state’s voters must support it. And that 
means that several million Floridians will have to accept, 
on good faith alone, that people who have been convicted 
of serious crimes should be fully accepted back into their 
communities.  

V
oters in some of the most 
conservative states in the 
Union are poised to legal-

ize marijuana, at least for medical 
purposes.

Even Utah, home of the Mormans, 
is considering legalizing medical 
marijuana in the November 2018 
election. Let that one sink in for a 
moment.

Support is so high in the United 
States for medical marijuana that 
even the measure in Utah seems 
likely to pass.  How high is that 
support? A Quinnipiac survey in 
April 2018 found that 93% support 
legalized medical marijuana, with 
only 5% saying they don’t. 

This November, voters in four 
states will take the issue into their 
own hands. Two will decide on 
legalizing recreational use. Two will 
decide on medical use. If passed in 
every state voting next month, the 
U.S. would have 32 states with legal 
medical marijuana and 11 states 
with legal adult-use marijuana. Here 
are the states where voters will de-
cide on marijuana ballot initiatives.

MICHIGAN

Michigan has had legal medical 
marijuana since 2008. Voters now will 
decide whether to approve adult-use 
cannabis. 

NORTH DAKOTA

Voters in North Dakota approved legal 
medical marijuana in November 2016, 
with 64% voting in favor. Just two 
years later, the state is considering le-
galizing recreational marijuana, even 
though the medical marijuana system 
is not yet in place. A survey conducted 
over the summer found that 46% of 
North Dakota voters favored legalized 
adult-use cannabis, with 39% against 
and 15% undecided.

A win in North Dakota would be 
significant, as it is the most conserva-
tive state considering legalization of 
adult-use marijuana.

UTAH

Voters in Utah will decide to allow 
medical marijuana sales at the ballot 
box. However, even if passed, the new 
law would have some severe restric-
tions not found in most other states. 
For example, it would remain illegal 

to smoke marijuana. Patients would 
have to use marijuana via edibles, 
vaping 

MISSOURI

Voters in the Show Me State will 
decide whether to allow the sale of 
medical marijuana. There are three 
initiatives on the ballot. Two would 
require a constitutional amendment, 
one does not. The big difference is the 
proposed tax rate on marijuana sales, 
ranging from just 2 percent on one 
initiative to as high as 15 percent on 
another.

Additionally, in Wisconsin, a slew of 
cities and counties have put advisory 
initiatives on the ballot to determine 
whether voters in their area support 
legalized medical or recreational 
marijuana. The non-binding vote is in-
tended to give public officials a sense 
of where voters stand on the issue.

Four States Voting on Legal Marijuana in November

Supporter of Andrew Gillum for governor are hoping the felon dis-
enfranchisement issue on the ballot will have a reciprocal affect, 
with both issues benefitting from increased Black voter turnout.  

Florida Felons May Get Their Voting Rights Restored

ISSUES TO WATCH ACROSS THE COUNTRY
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B
ut maybe you know someone 
who hasn’t hit the books so 
hard. We’ve got them covered 

here with a quick cheat sheet that 
sorts out the players and the contests 
that could decide 
whether conserva-
tives prevail in 
Kansas or lose turf 
to Democrats and 
moderates.

GOVERNOR

The race is a 
battle for the heart, 
and the political 
future, of Kansas. 
Republican 
Secretary of State 
Kris Kobach rep-
resents the state at 
its most adamantly 
conservative. If 
he’s got a criticism 
of hard-right Sam 
Brownback — the 
two-term governor who left for a 
job in the Trump administration 
earlier this year amid cratering 
poll numbers in Kansas — it’s 
that his cut-taxes-and-services 
approach was too mild.

Kobach offers a more populist 
approach, a promise to continue 
his tough line on immigration and 
voting rules in what he calls “full-
throttle” conservatism.

Democrat Laura Kelly, a party 
leader in the state Senate, would mark 
a decided shift leftward. She played a 
part in reversing the Brownback tax 
cuts and represents a greater willing-
ness to tax Kansans to pay for school 
spending and various state services.

She’s managed to rally a number of 
Republicans to her side — notably a 
former U.S. senator and some former 
governors.

Greg Orman, Kansas City-area 
businessman running as an indepen-
dent, has yet to gain momentum. He 
scores, at best, 10 percentage points 
in most polls.

Libertarian Jeff Caldwell and 

Independent Rick Kloos each pull a 
fraction of what Orman gets.

KANSAS HOUSE

State senators aren’t up for election 
this year. But every seat in the Kansas 

House is on 
the ballot.

The House 
will almost 
certainly stay 
in Republi-
can control. 
But the par-
ticular mix of 
the chamber 

still remains in doubt. How many con-
servatives Republicans hold on against 
Democrats or how many moderate 
Republicans, or even Democrats, win 
will determine the willingness of the 
Legislature to steer further right with 
Kobach or reverse Brownback policies 
with Kelly (or, theoretically, Orman).

U.S. HOUSE

3rd Congressional District
The 3rd Congresssional District 

covers Wyandotte and Johnson Coun-
ties, and a small bit of northern Miami 
County.  

Incumbent Republican Kevin 
Yoder is running for re-election and, 
if polls are to be trusted, is in trouble. 

He’s campaigning as 
a moderate, although 
Democrats portray him 
as a conservative out of 
step with the suburban 

area. Immigration’s 
become an issue partly 
because he’s waffled 
on various votes in 
recent months.

Democrat Sharice 
Davids is making her 
first run for office. 
She’s an attorney and 
was a White House fellow during 
the Obama years. Immigration has 
also popped up in her campaign in 
the wake of uneven statements about 
whether the federal government 
should continue to fund U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement.

Outside groups have spent heav-
ily in the campaign, 
notably abortion rights 
group EMILY’s List 

backing Davids.

2nd Congressional 

District
In an area that cov-

ers the eastern third 
of Kansas — minus 
Johnson and Wyandotte 
counties — U.S. Rep. 
Lynn Jenkins held what 
had been a safe seat for 
Republicans. Then she 
decided not to run for 
re-election this year. 
That’s made all the dif-
ference.

Paul Davis, a former 
leader in the Kansas 
House, faced no opposition for the 
Democratic nomination. He made a 
respectable, if ultimately doomed, run 
for governor four years ago and won 
that contest within the 2nd District.

Baggage that haunted him in that 
race shows up in campaign com-
mercials this year. In the late 1990s, 
he was a single, young adult attorney 
working at a law firm that represented 
a strip club. He was present, and in 

a secluded area with 
a dancer, when cops 
raided the place for 
drugs. He wasn’t ar-
rested or charged with 
a crime.

His politics are typi-
cal of a Kansas Demo-
crat, falling probably 
toward the center of 
Congress but well to 
the left of Jenkins or 
his opponent, whom 
he accuses of posing a 
threat to Medicare and 
Social 
Security.

Re-
publican 

Steve Watkins was 
a political newcomer 
when he jumped into the 
race’s crowded primary. 
Buoyed by heavy spend-
ing from his father, 
he won the nomina-
tion. He’s a West Point 

graduate 
and an 
Army 
combat 
veteran. 
But 
claims 
he’s 
made 
about his life — his 
role in building a busi-
ness, in providing relief 
to earthquake victims 
in Nepal — have been 
picked apart by news 
organizations.

Polls suggest the 
race is a toss-up, and 
outsider players have 
spent heavily, particu-

larly House Speaker Paul Ryan’s super 
PAC for Watkins and the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee 
for Davis. If Democrats hope to take 
over the U.S. House, they’ll need wins 
in races like this one.

4th Congressional District
This House race, anchored in 

Wichita and a few surrounding rural 
counties, cranks up a rematch from 
a special election last year to replace 

Mike Pompeo, who left to work as 
CIA director and then moved on to 
become President Donald Trump’s 
secretary of state.

Ron Estes is the incumbent Re-
publican who beat Democrat James 
Thompson last year. Now the two 
offer a sharp divide to represent what 
has become a relatively reliable seat 
for the GOP.

Estes was treasurer of Sedgwick 
County and then the Kansas Treasurer. 
He’s a traditional conservative: Oppos-
es abortion rights, pushes for smaller 
government and lower taxes, more 

defense spending.
Thompson is a 

civil rights attorney 
who comes from 
the fledgling Bernie 
Sanders wing of the 
Democratic Party, 
willing to raise taxes 
to pay for health care 
and anti-poverty 
programs. But he’s 
also an Army veteran 
who fell to the right of 
his primary opponent 
on gun control even 
though he supports a 
mandatory safety class 
for first-time gun 
buyers.

1st Congressional 

District
The 1st Congressional District, or 

the Big 1, is a huge sprawling district, 
covering almost all of Kansas west of 
the turnpike.  

 Alan LaPolice keeps running for 
this job. He tried as a Republican in 
2014 and lost, then as an independent 
in 2016 and lost again. Now he’s the 
Democratic Party’s nominee hoping to 
beat the Republican incumbent Roger 
Marshall in the most predominantly 
Republican district in Kansas.

LaPolice contends that he’d bring 
a less divisive, more non-partisan 
approach to legislating in Washington, 
and that he’s as conservative as the 
district.

Marshall is heavily favored in the 
race, partly thanks to his seat on the 
House Agriculture Committee. This 

Your Kansas Election Guide Cheat Sheet

Kloos

OrmanKobach

Kelly

Yoder

Davids

Davis

Watkins

Estes

Thompson

See CHEAT page 21

Caldwell

Election Day will be here before you know it. It’s like finals week in your civic 
class.  So when Tuesday, Nov. 6, arrives, you’ll be ready, right? Because you’ve 
been cramming by reading up on all the candidates, watching every debate, 
scouring candidate websites for position papers, of course.
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2018 KANSAS VOTER’S GUIDE

Pre-existing Conditions Vs Immigration
The 2018 Election Battle  

•TheDemocratsarehittingRepublicanshardontheir
attempttorepealtheAffordableCareAct’sprovisionto
coverpreexistingconditionsandRepublicansareroiling

uptheirbasewithconcernsaboutillegalimmigrants.
It’stheelectionbattleof2018,withalittleTrumplove
versushatestirredin.Intheend,whichissuewillwin?

W
hile Democratic enthusiasm 
this year has largely been 
fueled by anger toward Presi-

dent Donald Trump, candidates have 
targeted their messaging to focus more 
on health care.

It's the subject of the greatest share 
of political ads on television now, 
according to a Wall Street Journal 
analysis, and a top issue in campaigns 
from Virginia to Arkansas to California.  

"Democrats believe that health care 
is the issue that's going to deliver them 
the majority," said Nathan Gonzalez, 
editor and publisher of the nonpartisan 
Inside Elections. "In 2016, Democrats 
learned that going all-in against Trump 
was not the right strategy, so they're 
trying to be more specific."

The Democratic furor around 
health care comes from Trump's 
push to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act. House Republicans voted for a 
wide-ranging bill that would have, 
among other things, undermined 
protections for people with pre-
existing conditions and drastically 
changed and shrunk Medicaid. The 
Senate never took up the bill, and 
its own attempt to reverse the health 
care law failed by one vote.

This year, the Trump adminis-
tration supported a group of GOP 
attorneys general who filed a lawsuit 
arguing the ACA is unconstitutional. 
The administration singled out pro-
tection for pre-existing conditions as 
unsustainable.

Democrats are effectively perform-
ing political judo on the GOP, who 
blistered them over four elections for 
messing up voters' health care with the 
Affordable Care Act and vowed a hasty 
repeal once they were back in power. 

Now that the GOP tried and failed to 
change health care, Democrats are 
pouncing.

INSURANCE, IT’S PERSONAL

At a recent appearance to rally 
volunteers in Scottsdale, Democratic 
candidate for the Senate Kysten Lea  
Sinema was introduced by Leslie Foldy, 
a 64-year-old court reporter. "I've had 
diabetes since high school. I've been 
taking insulin shots ... for the past 47 
years," Foldy said.

Sinema picked up the theme and 
ran with it. "We have a chance to elect 
a United States senator who under-
stands Leslie's struggles to make sure 

she gets access to the important medi-
cation she needs and that she's not dis-
criminated against because of having 
a pre-existing health condition," she 
said, adding a dig at the GOP health 
bill that her opponent  supported 
for containing what she calls an "age 

tax" — a provision allowing insurance 
companies to charge people ages 50 
to 64 who buy insurance on health 
exchanges rates five times higher than 
younger consumers. Under the ACA, 
the limit is three times higher.

In an interview, Sinema described 
her health care agenda as mainly 
a fight to preserve popular parts of 
the Affordable Care Act. She said she 
didn't like everything about the bill and 
noted she'd sponsored bills delay-
ing or repealing some of its funding 
mechanisms.   

Glen Bolger, a Republican pollster, 
notes that health care is a perennial 
Democratic base issue but acknowl-

edges it appears especially potent this 
year. However, he said, Republicans 
have a possible counter — pushing 
back against some Democrats' support 
for a single-payer system that would 
require higher taxes.

"That, as a pushback message, tests 

Dems Slam Republicans for Attempts to 
Repeal  Popular Parts of Obamacare   

A
mericans list health care, the 
economy and gun policy as the 
three most important issues 

they’ll consider when casting their 
vote, with immigration coming in 
fourth, according to a nationwide 
poll conducted by the nonpartisan 
Kaiser Family Foundation. But 
self-identified Republicans cited im-
migration as their top concern.

Earlier this month, President Don-
ald Trump’s political team reviewed 
similar polling data that showed 
issues like border protection, safe-
guarding immigration officers and 
standing up to illegal immigration 

resonated with his base, 
and the president jumped 
on the issues.  

Even before these find-
ings, Trump had been the 
driving force behind that 
hyperfocus on immigra-
tion.  Now he’s seized on 
the issues as winners for 
Republicans attempting 
to preserve their con-
gressional majority.  

Even in states far from 
the Mexican border, like 
Idaho and Wisconsin, 
immigration is an issue 
for Republican voters.  
You would think in states 
where unemployment 
is low, and the His-
panic population is single 

figure, there wouldn’t be much 
concern about immigration.  In the 
past, those were the fears of border 
states.  

Political experts say there’s also a 
level of “cultural anxiety” at play.  If 
you’re having a problem grasping the 

concept, just reverse the words,  Re-
publican voters are feeling a “certain 
level of anxiety” about the changing 
culture of America, much of which 
they see being brought about by the 
increasing number of immigrants.  

“Esquire” magazine took a deep 
dive into the psyche of the 2014 
Trump supporters and came up 
with some very interesting numbers.  
Three factors stood out as strong 
independent predictors of how White 
working-class people would vote. 
The first was anxiety about cul-
tural change. Sixty-eight percent of 
White working-class voters said the 
American way of life needs to be pro-
tected from foreign influence. Nearly 
half agreed with the statement, 
"things have changed so much that I 
often feel like a stranger in my own 
country." Together, these variables 
were strong indictors of support for 
Trump: 79% of White working-class 
voters who had these anxieties chose 
Trump, while only 43% of White 
working-class voters who did not 
share one or both of these fears cast 
their vote the same way.

These White working-class voters 
are so frustrated by the Pakistani 
man at the gas station, the Syrian 
at the convenience story and the 
Hispanics on the elevator who don’t 
speak English that they’re willing 
to vote against their own interest 
on health care and the economy 
to focus exclusively on the same 
“anxiety” that’s divided this country 
for 500 years.  

With they’re “anxiety” so justified 
by Trump’s rhetoric, there’s little if 
anything Democrats can do to win 
them over. 

I
n an expansive look at the 
2018 midterm elections, 
the latest Kaiser Family 

Foundation Health Tracking 
Poll finds a majority of voters 
nationally say health care is 
“very important” in making 
their voting decisions for Con-
gress this year, and at least a 
quarter choose health care as 
the “most important issue.”   
•  Medicaid expansion is 
another health care issue 

that could be on the minds of 
voters living in non-expansion 
states (including those liv-
ing in states with Medicaid 
expansion ballot measures). 
Overall, a majority of people 
would like to see their state 
expand Medicaid.
 •  An October poll by the 
Pew Research Center found 
75% of Republican voters 
considered illegal immigra-
tion a “very big” problem. 

By comparison, only 19% of 
Democrats felt the same way. 
•  The poll also finds while 
most voters say they are pri-
oritizing candidates’ position 
on issues above the political 
environment, majorities of 
voters say candidate and 
political dynamics – including 
the candidates’ support for 
or opposition to President 
Trump – will be major factors 
in voting decisions.

What the Polls Says 
If We Choose to Believe Them

Trump Supporters Real 
Problem With Immigrants 
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Do You Need to Sign Up 
For 2019 ObamaCare?

I
t’s Obamacare Sign up Time Again

Obamacare is still alive and well 
and if you’re like so many people 

who love the insurance plan and all of 
its benefits, then don’t miss this year’s 
abbreviated sign up period.  

The enrollment period for 2018 
coverage is from Nov. 1 thru. Dec. 15.  

The insurance marketplaces are still 
open at healthcare.gov

For people new to the exchange or 
those who need a refresher, here’s a 
quick Affordable Care Act Primer.  

1. Open Enrollment for 2019 
coverage runs Nov. 1 – Dec. 15, 2018

Plans sold during Open Enrollment 
are effective Jan. 1, 2019.

After December 15, you can enroll 
in 2019 health insurance only if 
you qualify for a special enroll-
ment period due to certain major 
life changing events.  i.e., you 
lose your health coverage, you 
move out of your coverage area, 
you get married or you adopt or 
have a child.  

2. The Health Insurance 
Marketplace is for people who 

don’t have health coverage.
If you don’t have health insurance 

through a job, Medicare, Medicaid, 
the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP), or another source 
that provides qualifying health cover-
age, the Marketplace can help you get 
covered.

•IfyouhaveMedicare:Youcan’t
switch to Marketplace insurance, 

supplement your coverage with a 
Marketplace plan, or buy a Market-
place dental plan. Visit healthcare.gov/
medicare for more info.

3. What you pay for insurance 
depends on your income

Yourmonthlyreductionofthelist
policy price depend on your expected 

household income for the year. Over 
8 in 10 people who apply are eligible 
for a price reduction, which is actually 
a tax credit that you take ahead of the 
year and use to reduce your monthly 
premium. 

Youmayqualifyforapremiumtax
credit that lowers or pays all of your 
monthly insurance bill, and gives extra 
savings on out-of-pocket costs like 

deductibles and copayments. 
In general, you may be eligible 

if you are single and your annual 
2019 income is between $12,140 to 
$48,560 or if your household income 
is between $20,780 to $83,120 for a 
family of three, according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, kff.orf. The range 

differs for families of different 
sizes. 

Healthcare.gov also helps 
determine if you are eligible for 
Medicaid.

Medicaid and CHIP provide 
free or low-cost coverage to 
millions of people and families 
with limited income, disabilities, 

Health
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Do You Need to Sign Up 
For Medicare This Year?  

See OBAMACARE, page 16

M
edicare’s Annual Election 
Period has started and 
runs until Dec. 7 for senior 

citizens to choose their Medicare 
plans for 2019. Coverage takes 
effect Jan. 1. 

It’s that time of year again.  
While you don’t need to sign up 
for Medicare each year, but each 
year during or ahead of the elec-
tion period, Medicare recipients 
should review their coverage 
and if they see areas where their 
coverage could better suit their 
current health situation, then opt 
for changes. 

Medicare covers about 60 mil-
lion Americans. Seniors become 
eligible for all of the program's 
components – Parts A, B, C, and 
D – when they turn 65. 

Option for a Test Drive  
The enrollment process is 

different this year.  This time, 
seniors with Advantage Plans will 
have the chance to "test-drive" 
plans for the first three months 
of the 
year 
– and 
select 
a dif-
ferent 
plan if 
their 
initial 
choice 
doesn't 
meet 
their budgetary or healthcare 
needs. 

If you’re about to turn 65, 
Medicare enrollment begins three 
months before your 65th birthday 
and continues for 7 months. If 
you’re already receiving Social 
Security Disability insurance for 
24 months, you don’t need to do 
anything.

WHERE DO I ENROLL?

Online at medicare.gov. 
By calling Social Secu-

rity at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 
users 1-800-325-0778), Monday 
through Friday, from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.

In-person at your local 

Social Security office.
If you worked at a railroad, 

enroll in Medicare by contacting 
the Railroad Retirement Board 
(RRB) at 1-877-772-5772 (TTY 
users 1-312-751-4701), Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.

Through an agent or broker. 
They can help seniors determine 
which Medicare Advantage plan 
would be best for them or wheth-
er they'd be better off enrolling in 
traditional Medicare. 

For more info, visit medicare.
gov.

WHAT ARE THE MEDICARE 

PARTS?

Medicare Part A pays for 

hospital stays. Part B covers 
doctor visits, same-day surgeries, 
and potent medications admin-
istered in physicians' offices. 
Part D is Medicare's optional 
prescription drug benefit. 
Part C, also known as 

Medicare 
Advantage 
is admin-
istered by 
private 
insurance 
carriers and 
places a 
cap on the 
out-of-
pocket ex-
penses not 

available on Parts A and B of 
Original Medicare. Part C typically 
includes the prescription drug 
benefit at no additional cost. 

More than 20 million Ameri-
cans are enrolled in 2,300 differ-
ent Medicare Advantage plans, 
each with its own mix of benefits, 
monthly premiums, copays, and 
out-of-pocket spending. 

Deciding on a plan can be 
tricky. Beneficiaries must consider 
lifestyle factors, how much they 
can afford to spend, and what 
their future health needs may be.

For more info, visit medicare.
gov, your local social security 
office. or an insurance agent. 
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Franklin, Melvin, 69, died 10/28/18.  
He was a retired Wichita Fire Depart-
ment, lieutenant.  Service will be held 
on 11/5/18 at 12 p.m. at Church of the 
Living God, 2725 N. Hillside.  He is 
survived by his spouse; Mamie Franklin.  
Green, Alford, 71, died 10/23/18.  
Service was held 10/30/18 at New Je-
rusalem Baptist Church.  He is survived 
by: spouse;  Eula Ann Green, children; 
Lymique Grant, Sincere Haskin, Nericer 
Haskin and LaTosha Adams, sister;  La-
Nita Strong.

Jacobs, Jaylin, 19, died on 10/28/18.   
He was a UPS package handler. He is 
survived by: son; Jasiah Jacobs, mother, 
Monique Horton and father; Michael 
Jacobs.  Service is pending.

Love, Dana Leon, 53, died 10/22/18.  
Service is pending.  

McClellan, Stanley,  55, died 
10/18/18.  Service will be held 11/2/18, 
11 a.m. at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. He 
is survived by: mother; Alice Thomas, 
Moss-Williams, Gladys Louise, 92, 
died 10/21/18.  Service will be held 
11/3/18, 11 a.m. at Pleasant Grove Mis-

sionary Baptist Church.  She is survived 
by: sons; Hardy Williams & Othell 
Williams, daughter; Patricia Allen and 
sister;  Dr. Minnie Rogers.
Sisters; Tandra Price and Sherri Sims.
Smith, Jr., Robert, 88, died 10/28/18.  
Service is pending

Stewart, Sr., Darfus “Prince”, 
85, died 10/18/18.  Service was held 
10/26/18 at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  
He is survived by: daughters; Renita J. 
Adkins, Caroline J. Stewart and Casan-
dra D. Stewart, son; Darfus Stewart Jr., 
sisters;  Oddie Howard, Lillie R. Bruce, 
Mrytle J. Beal-Cochran and brother; 
Lawrence Cochran.

Williams, Joan, 79, died 10/28/18.  
She was a retired Southwestern Bell 
employee.  Service will be at 11 a.m. 
on 11/3/18 at St Mark United Method-
ist Church, 1525 N. Lorraine. She is 
survived by son; Darius, sisters; Hazel 
Bias, Verna Williams, Sandra Dawson 
and brothers; Larry Lee and Stanley Lee

Wright, Elizabeth, 57, died 10/22/18.  
Service is pending.  She is survived by: 
siblings; Shirley Reynolds, Sylvester 
Wright, Eddie Wright, Patricia Bruner, 
Benny Wright, Mark Wright, Ricky 
Wright, Debra Wright, and Tolesia 
Wright, children; Elliott Edwards and 
Christopher Wright.

Dean, Ella Mae, 73, died 10/19/18.  
Service is pending.

Cousins, Douglas, 51 died 10/10/18.  
No service details available.
Davenport, Julie, 60, died 10/30/18.  
Service is pending.

Forbes, Leonard, 79, died 10/17/18..  
Service was held 10/27/18 at Chisholm 
Trail Church of Christ.

Reiz, Gloria, 80, died 10/26/18.  
Service was held 10/30/18 at Robert J. 
Bethea, Jr. Funeral & Cremations

Shugart, Sheila, 49, died 10/7/18.  
Graveside service was held 10/15/18.

Swinton, Amber, 31, died 10/24/18.  
Service was held 11/1/18 at Robert J. 
Bethea, Jr. Funeral & Cremations.

Steele, Lillard C., 87, died 10/15/18.  
Service was held 10/27/18 at Bowser 

Johnson Funeral Chapel.

McGee, Earl David ,  71, died 
10/17/18.  Service was held 10/27/18 
at Love Fellowship Church.

Scott, Willie Mae, 91, died 10/16/18.  
Service was held 10/27/18 at Mt. Cal-
vary Missionary Baptist Church.

Aldridge, Phil Stanley, 58, died 
10/14/18.  Service was held 10/20/18 
at Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Campbell, Mary Madeline Carol, 
67, died 10/18/18.  Service was held 
10/25/18 at First Baptist Church of 
Quindaro.

Eastman, Josefina, 73, died 10/15/18.  
Mass was held 10/19/18 at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.

Gary, I’sis Elizabeth, 25, died 
10/21/18.  Service will be held 11/3/18, 
11 a.m. at 2nd Christian Church.

Kindle, Etta Fay, 64, died 10/22/18.  
Service was held 10/30/18 at Peaceful 
Rest Funeral Chapel.

Sanders-Norford , Jr., Sherman 
Jerome “Old School”, 62, died 
10/13/18.  Service was held 10/27/18 
at Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Jackson
Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Bowser-Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest

Topeka

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

R J Bethea

Wichita

FINAL EXPENSE LIFE INSURANCE

This policy covers the policyholder for his/her entire life, with final 
expense insurance benefits at an affordable rate. Whole life program.

Final Expense Monthly Premium 

For more information call

KSKJ LIFE! AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION

CLIFF CROSS
(316)721-4200 (OFFICE)    •   (316)841-0091(CELL)

Office	 	 Cell

40 YEARS
of insurance service

      Age          Female   Male       Amount of Insurance
       50           $23.10  $26.04          $10,000
       55           $26.38  $30.64          $10,000
       60           $30.99  $36.46          $10,000
       65           $37.32  $44.82          $10,000
       75           $35.82  $42.66            $5,000

(non-smokers)

Two Cemetery 
Plots For Sale
Two adjoining plots at 

White Chapel Cemetery
$750 each with a 

$400 transfer fee
God Bless

Call: (316) 262-2559

R
aye Montague, a trailblazing 
black woman from Arkansas who 
revolutionized the way the U.S. Navy 

designed ships, has died. She was 83.
Montague, who had a 33-year career in 

the Navy, developed a computer program 
that created rough drafts of ship specifica-
tions. She told the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette in 2012 that the program allowed 
the Navy to cut the time it took to build a 
ship's draft design from two years to 18 
hours and 26 minutes.

Her son, David Montague, says his 
mother died of congestive heart failure.

Raye Montague, a civilian engineer, 
fought discrimination during her career. 
When a co-worker wouldn't show her how 
to operate a computer, she taught herself.

"I had to run circles around people, but 
when they found out I really knew what 
I was talking about they came to respect 

me," Montague told the 
newspaper. "I worked long 
hours and traveled for the 
job because I couldn't say 
I wanted the same wages 
as the guys if I couldn't. 
I had to do all the same 
things, within reason, that 
they did."

Her son said, "She al-
ways made it a point to just 
try to meet every challenge 
with a smile."

Montague's work became wide-
ly recognized after the release of 
the movie "Hidden Figures" in 2016. The 
film told the story of the work done by 
black female mathematicians during the 
early days of NASA.

A 2017 article on the Navy's website 
about Montague noted she was known as 
the Navy's "hidden figure."

Montague was born in 1935 in Little 
Rock and grew up in segregated Arkansas. 

David Montague said 
his mother was unable 
to pursue engineering 
in college because the 
University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville wouldn't ac-
cept black students at the 
time. So Raye Montague 
attended Arkansas Agri-
cultural, Mechanical and 
Normal College — now 
the University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff — and 

studied business instead.
After graduating in 1956, she 

went to Washington, D.C., determined 
to find a job related to engineering. She 
started as a clerk typist with the Navy and 
worked her way up to become its first 
female program manager of ships.

Montague, was awarded the Meritori-
ous Civilian Service Award by the Navy and 
was inducted into the Arkansas Women's 
Hall of Fame this year.

Black Woman Who Had Trailblazing Navy Career Dies at 83
Known as Navy’s “Hidden 
Figure.” 

Montague
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OBAMACARE
from page 14

that engages entrepreneurs, investors, 
policymakers, researchers, support 
organizations and others collaborat-
ing to advance economic growth and 
innovation around the world.  

The basecamp for GEW Kansas City 
is the Plexpod Westport Common, 
a business sharing space, at 300 E. 
39th St., KCMO.   However, a very 
few workshops are planned in other 
locations.  

Most workshops are 1.5 hours 
long.  Some of the workshops that 
caught our eye were:  
•HowtoStartaBusinessWithNo
Money, 

•Solopreneurs:SocialMediaTips
and Treats, 
•CheapandEasyHackstoMake
Your Videos Look Professional, 
•BrandingBootcamp,
•HowtoScaleYourbusinessUsing
Data, 
•ConquerforGood–theBalanceof
Purpose and Profit, 
•SayWhat?TheBestBusinessNews
I Ever Got, 
•SoYouWanttoBuildandApp,
•BuildingBelievability,
•IntroductiontoOpeningaFood
Business,
•ProvideAService?LearnHowto
Get Your Clients to Love You. 

There are also events targeting 
minorities. 

PARTY WITH A PURPOSE   

Get on the bus to check out the 
KCBlackTechnologyEcosystem.
Education, training and technology 
programs serving the urban core will 
be showcased. There will be door 
prizes, music and fun for this edu-
tainingeventonThurs.,Nov.15from
1 to 2:30 p.m.  This is a free event.  
ToGetontheBus–gotoGreggKlice
Community Center Parking Lot, 1600 
JohnBuckO'NeilWay

KansasCity,MO.Formoreinfor-
mation, contact Ina P. Montgomery at 
UrbanTEC,(816)599-1805.

BLACKTECH WEEK 

BlackTechWeekorWeekendevents
that have been expanding across the 
country are finally coming to Kansas 

City.  With the support of the Kauff-
manFoundation,BlackTechWeekwill
bring a curated group of representa-
tives from the tech community to 
speak about the ins and outs of life as 
an ecosystembuilder. These people do 
the work, build the spaces, and create 
the communities that are inspiring 
change in tech.

The#btwkc2018speakersare:
AdrienneHaynes,Founder&Man-

aging Partner, Seed Law
Dell Gines, Sr. Community Develop-

mentAdvisor,FederalReserveBankof
Kansas City

DonaldHawkins,Founder,Ci-
tySmart

Dr.FallonWilson,Founder,Black
InTechNashville

FeleciaHatcher,Cofounder,Black-

TechWeek&CodeFeverMiami
InaMontgomery,Founder,Urban

Tec
Sheyvette Dinkens, Entrepreneur/

Speaker/Author
WilliamThomas,Founder,Mortar

Ohio
The daylong event will be held on 

Fri.,Nov.16,from11a.m.–6p.m.at
Mohart Multipurpose Center, 

3200WayneAve.,KansasCity,MO.
Thisisnotafreeevent.Registra-
tionis$15.Registrationisonlineat
Eventbrite.com.  

Sessionsinclude:FindingFunding,
BringingVisiontoLife,Coworking
WhileBlack,andBlacTechinKC.The
evening concludes with a networking 
sessions with food, wine/beer and net-
working.   The event ends at 6 p.m.  

GLOBAL
from page 13





bring groceries to Quindaro.  
Pulling the community in to the 

planning process and getting their 
buy in is important part of the process 
agrees all of the team members.  

Henderson referred to it as the 
“FUBUmentality,”referencingtheurban
clothing line which gained the urban 
legendofstandingfor“ForUsByUs.”

His point; It will be the 
neighborhood’s grocery store, so the 
neighborhood’s input on what it should 
be like is important.  

“We’lltakeitstep-by-step,”said
Henderson.“Notasfastaspossible,
but in a timely manner.  This is long 
overdue.”

QUINDARO
from page 5

So Shropshire and her political orga-
nizing contemporaries from across the 
countryposedaquestiontothemselves:
HowcouldtheysustainBlackvoterinter-
estafterObamalefttheWhiteHouse?

Akeyanswer:bigmoney.Ofthemore
than$5.4millionBlackPAChasraised
since its founding, $1.7 million has come 
from the Service Employees International 
Union,theSEIU’sCommitteeonPolitical
EducationandlocalandregionalSEIU
entities.SEIUhasovertwomillionmem-
bers who work in healthcare, property 
services and public service.

BlackPACwas“incubated”bySEIU,
Shropshire said. The union continues 
to play a significant role in the amount 
offundingthatBlackPACreceives.
ShropshiresaidSEIUhasanextensive
track record of supporting liberal 
organizationsandBlackcivicengage-
ment.Becauseofthis,shesaid,SEIU
helped bring together its state and 

localpartnerstotalkabouthowBlack
voters could be involved in the political 
process. Shropshire helped to conceive 
and facilitate these conversations, and 
BlackPACwasborn.

LiberalsuperPACsSenateMajority
PAC(whichsupportsDemocraticU.S.
Senatecandidates),PrioritiesUSAAction
(themainsuperPACthatbackedClinton
in2016)andWomenVote!(aproject
of EMILY’s List, which backs Demo-
cratic women who support abortion 
rights),areamongBlackPAC’sothertop
bankrollers.

ThemoneythatBlackPACdoes
receive, said Shropshire, is about those 
whounderstandexpandingBlack
political engagement and supporting 
BlackPAC’sagenda.

“They’re supporting our agenda — 
nottheotherwayaround,”shesaid.
“Our agendas often align, but we are 
always very clear about who we are 
accountableto—Blackcommuni-
ties — and what we stand for — fixing 
our rigged economic system and its 
predatory relationship to communities 

of color, ending the strategy of mass 
incarceration, protecting voting rights, 
andcreatingamoreequitableeducation
system; we welcome donors who share 
thesevalues.”

MOBILIZE
from page 4

K
ansas residents had a last 
chance to get to know candi-
datesinthe2018GeneralElec-

tion at a meet-and-greet hosted by Mu 
OmegaChapterofAlphaKappaAlpha
Sorority, Inc., Kansas City, KS on Sat., 
Oct. 27 at the West Wyandotte Library.  
Amoreinformalsettingallowedresi-
dents to meet candidates and discuss 

their platforms. 
The event was cosponsored by 

AlphaPhiAlphaFraternity,Beta
Lambda Chapter; Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority,Inc.,KansasCity,KSAlumnae
Chapter;ZetaPhiBetaSorority,Inc.,
AlphaEpsilonZetaChapter;Jackand
JillofAmerica,JohnsonCounty;and
theNAACPofJohnsonCounty. 





and some other situations. Many 
states expanded Medicaid to cover all 
households below certain incomes, 
but Kansas hasn’t done this yet.  

YourchildrenmayqualifyforCHIP
evenifyoudon’tqualifyforMedicaid.

4. Since Kansas has not 
expanded Medicaid individuals 
who have a household income that’s 
below100%ofpovertydonotqualify

for insurance in the marketplace.  So 
if you’re one of those people who 
are self-employed and don’t like to 
show much income, you may want to 
take another look at what you report.  
Reportingalittlehigherincomecould
possiblyhelpyourqualifyforaquality
insurance  program at a very afford-
able price.  

5. You can apply for coverage 
Five ways

•Online–visithealthcare.gov.
You’ll need your Social Security num-

ber, and your most recent W2, 1099, 
or other income information.

•By phone –visithealthcare.gov/
contact-us for the right number for 
your situation.

•With in-person help–visit
localhelp.healthcare.gov for local 
helpers.

•Through an agent or broker 
–ifyoudon’talreadyhaveone,visit
localhelp.healthcare.gov for ones in 
your area.

•With a paper application–

you still have to download it from 
healthcare.gov, so you might as well 
justfileonlineyourselforwitha
helper.

PENALTY FOR NOT HAVING 

INSURANCE REPEALED 

WhileCongressionalRepublicans
wereunabletomustertherequired
majoritiestopassseveralversionsof
House and Senate health care replace-
ment bills, they were able to include 
a provision to repeal the individual 

mandate(i.e.theObamacarepenalty)
via successfully passing their GOP 
tax reform bill to support President 
Trump’s tax reform agenda.

The Obamacare penalty still applies 
for2017and2018taxfilingsfor
2019theAffordableCareAct(ACA)
individualmandateprovisionrequir-
ingeveryeligibleAmericantoobtain
health insurance or pay financial 
penalty when filing taxes has been 
permanently scrapped.

AKAs KCK Host Candidate Meet and Greet 

Pictured candidates with members 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc. were (Seated front row L-R) 
Kathy Wolfe Moore (D) Patrick 

Wilbur, Rob Hodgkinson (L) Pam 
Curtis (D) , Nathaniel McLaughlin 

(D), and Chiquita C. Coggs (R)



•U.S.AttorneywatchingKansaselections;supplies
telephonenumberstocalltoreportvotingirregu-
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T
he traditional get-out-the vote 
push that used to focus on the 
final hours of a contest, has 

become an elaborate 45-day opera-
tion, with early voting become a major 
strategy for both the Democrats and 
Republicans.  

Both sides recognize the results 
on most elections weighs heavily on 
who shows up at the polls.  So the 
new campaign strategy is vote early.  
It’s an adage comparable to the old 
saying “a bird in the hand is worth 
two in the bush.”  In other words, a 
vote already cast is worth far more 
than a promised vote on Election Day 
when potential voters can easily get 
distracted from voting by other obliga-
tions, weather, illnesses, or just plain 
apathy.  

Early voting started becoming popu-
lar three decades ago, when localities 
in California and other western states, 
looking for ways to stimulate turnout, 
started mailing ballots to all registered 
voters. The idea spread eastward as 
voter increasing enjoyed the flexibility 
and convenience – and campaigns be-
gan to exploit it as an organizing tool. 

“This is how we used to vote in 
America,” said Michael McDonald, a 
University of Florida professor who 
heads the United States Elections Proj-
ect, which collects information about 
the country’s electoral system.  

Until 1845, states allowed up to a 
month for voting, to accommodate 
farmers and other rural residents 
who faced long trips to polling places.  
But improved communications and 
concerns about fraud led Congress 
to establish the first Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November as the sole 
day of voting.  

Kansans have three convenient 
voting options to choose from:  Vote 
early by mail, vote early at a polling 
locations or vote on Election Day at 
your polling site.    

VOTE EARLY BY MAIL

To vote by mail, complete an 
Advance Voting Application and mail, 
email, or fax it to your county Election 
Office. The election office begins 
mailing ballots 20 days before Elec-
tion Day. By Kansas law, the last day 
ballots can be mailed is 7 days before 

the election.  This year, that date is 
Oct. 30.  So if you have not already 
requested a ballot by mail, it’s too late.   

If mailing, your ballot must be 
postmarked by Election Day and 
received in your county Election 
Office no later than 3 days after the 
election. Advanced ballots can also 
be returned to your county Election 
Office, any Early Voting location, or 
an Election Day polling location by 7 
p.m. on Election Day. Ballots return to 
Early Voting locations should only be 
dropped off during times the polls are 
open for voting. 

Military and overseas voters can 
vote in federal elections by submitting 
to the Election Office a completed Fed-
eral Post Card Application. This allows 
a ballot to be mailed 45 days before 
the election so it can be returned by 
Election Day.

VOTE EARLY IN PERSON

Go to the Advance Vote Center most 
convenient for you. They will check 
you in by computer. You can vote on a 
voting machine or by paper ballot.

The number of Advance Voting 
locations, their hours and the start 
dates vary by county.  Whiles some 
County Election Officers are very 
generous with their advance voting, 
others are not.  Counties are required 
to have Advance Voting at the Election 
Commission Office and the only other 
consistent rule that applies across the 
state is that Advance voting at the Elec-
tion Commission Office is noon on the 
Monday before the election.  

Any registered voter who wishes to 
vote in advance of Election Day is eli-
gible and may apply for an advanced 
voting ballot. Advance voting begins 
20 days before an election. Ballots will 
be issued until noon the day before 
elections; however, advance by mail 
ballots MUST be turned in before polls 
close on Election Day at 7 pm.

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY 

While you can vote at any Advance 
Voting Location, on Election Day, you 
are required to vote at your assigned 
polling location.  IF you show up at a 
different location, you will have to cast 
a provisional ballot, all or portions of 
which may not be counted.  

Kansas Voting Options:  
Early or the Day Of 

A
midst growing claims across 
the country of voter suppres-
sion, Civil Rights organizations 

are closely watching this election for 
possible improprieties, and Kansas is 
no exception.  

Under current Secretary of State 
Kris Kobach, the Kansas Legisla-
ture has passed some of the most 
restrictive voting laws in the U.S.A.  
Through his ties to Trump, Kobach 
became a national leader in voter 
suppression efforts, so it’s not sur-
prising that the American Civil Liber-
ties Union Foundation of Kansas has 
implemented a statewide Election 
Protection Hotline effort to safeguard 
the voting process in Kansas.    

That effort was announced before 
the ACLU found a need to file a 
lawsuit against Ford County (Dodge 
City) Clerk Deborah Cox who singu-
larly decided to close the county’s 
only voting location and move it 

outside of town, and more than 1 
mile from the nearest bus stop.   

The Dodge City situation has 
brought further negative scrutiny to 
Kansas’ election process, so much so 
that U.S. Attorney Stephen McAl-
lister has stepped forward to help 
insurance Kansas voter’s rights are 
protected.  In response to concerns 
raised in Dodge City, McAllister has 
announced he will send a federal 
monitor to Dodge City to observe vot-
ing in the November election.  

In addition, McAllister announced 
he will have a federal prosecutor 
on duty on Election Day to respond 
to complaints of possible election 
fraud or voting rights violations in 
Kansas.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jared 
Maag will be available to the public 
at 785-295-2858 while the polls are 
open on Nov. 6.

The FBI’s Kansas City Field Office 
will also have Special Agents avail-

able to receive allegations of election 
fraud, intimidation, suppression, and 
other election abuses. The public 
can provide information regarding 
possible election crimes to the FBI’s 
Kansas City Field Office’s toll-free 
hotline, 1-855-527-2847, or email 
kcpctip@ic.fbi.gov.

The ACLU Voter Hotline # is 
866-OUR-VOTE.  Hotline callers 
can ask voting-related questions or 
report problems encountered while 
attempting to vote. Hotline lawyers 
will help voters with questions and 
assist election officials in resolving 
issues. Calls are logged in a database, 
tracked for trends, and followed up 
when necessary.

McAllister warned there are 
penalties under federal law for any 
efforts to fraudulently influence the 
outcome of an election or to improp-
erly prevent another person from 
exercising the right to vote.

The hotlines are nonpartisan and 
all voters are encouraged to use 
them as needed. 

Problems at the Polls?  Report It

K
ansas’ three major cities – 
Topeka, Kansas City and 
Wichita -- all have free ride 

programs on Election Day, Tues., 
Nov. 6.  

Topeka Links & 
New Mt Zion Baptist 
Church are giving rides 8 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. on Nov. 6. To reserve a 

pickup call Links at 785-554-1533  
or New Mt. Zion at 785-267-6312 
(leave name, phone number and 
address. Must have photo ID)

Topeka Metro will be free 
of charge all day for fixed routes, 
and provide two free rides for 
paratransit users. 

Ride KC routes will offer free 
fares all day on Nov. 6 as well, to 

make it easier for citizens to vote.  

Wichita’s free ride system 
isn’t as straight forward.  People 
who sport an “I Voted” sticker can 
ride free all day on Wichita Transit 
Authority Routes.  That doesn’t 
necessarily get you a ride to the 
polls, but filling the void are Uber 
and Lyft, who are offering free rides 
to the poll.  

Free Bus Rides to the Polls 
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Keep an Independent Voice Working for Manhattan

Your Neighbor, Your Friend, Your Advocate

I Believe In ...
Education  Supporting Our Troops  Fair Tax  Building Our Highways

  Among those who Recommended and/or Endorsed me:

Kansas National Education Association (KNEA), Sierra Club, Kansas Hospital 
Association, Equality Kansas, KS Chapter National Women’s Political Caucus, 

Kansas Farm Bureau, American Federation of Teachers (AFT KANSAS), 
Planned Parenthood, Carpenters Local #918, Kansas Families for Education, 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers & Trainmen 

www.SydneyCarlinforKansas.com
Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Sydney Carlin, State Representative,

Jennifer Edwards, Treasurer

spot on the panel figures prominently in the farm country 
that makes up most of the district.  

SECRETARY OF STATE
The Secretary of State is in 
charge of running elec-
tions and for maintaining 
databases and records on 
everything from voter regis-
tration to business startups.  
Over the past eight years, the 
current Secretary of State 
Kris Kobach catapulted the 
position into the center of 
national attention and in the 
process led the legislature to 
pass the most restrictive vot-
ing laws in the country. .  

Kobach showed Kansans 
how it really does matter 
who we put into office, no 
matter how insignificant we 
believe the position might 
be.  

Now that Kobach is walking away from the job to pursue 
his run for governor, political scientists say it’s no coinci-
dence that the candidates vying to take over are promising 
to just get the job done — and well. But the Democrat and 
Republican are plenty different in other ways.

Olathe Republican Scott Schwab is a conservative legis-
lative leader in line with Kobach politically. He’s campaign-
ing on a message of non-partisanship and service to the 
county clerks who do the lion’s share of election work.

Brian McClendon is a former vice president of Google. 
The Lawrence Democrat sees a chance to help state gov-
ernment get technology right. He wants to boost low voter 
participation, too, by making polling locations and other 
aspects of the experience more convenient.

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
The office regulates and 

reviews insurance com-
panies, licenses insurance 
agents and polices the insur-
ance marketplace.  Like the 
Secretary of State position, 
there is not an incumbent 
in the race since current 
Insurance Commission Ken 
Selzer decided to run for 
governor.  He came in fourth 
in a seven-candidate primary 
race.  

Republican Vicki 
Schmidt is a moderate state 
senator from Topeka who 
chairs several committees, 
including Public Health 
and Welfare and the Child 
Welfare System Task Force. 

She won the primary despite opposition from anti-abortion 
forces who felt she wasn’t strong enough on the issue.

Schmidt has campaigned on 40 years of health care 
experience as a pharmacist and her work to expand 
Medicaid. She’s also talked about luring more insurance 
companies to the state.

The Democrat in the race, Nathaniel McLaughlin, is 
a former health care services executive. He also supports 
Medicaid expansion.

ATTORNEY GENERAL
The attorney general is the 

main legal advisor for the 
state and top law enforce-
ment official.  The Kansas 
Bureau of Investigation falls 
under the attorney general’s 
jurisdiction.  

Incumbent Attorney 
General Derek Schmidt 
was elected to the job in 
2010. His time in office has 
been marked by defending 
the state in lawsuits taken to 
the Kansas Supreme Court 
over whether lawmakers 
spend enough on schools. 
He’s repeatedly called for a 
constitutional amendment 
that would shut out the court 
and let legislators make the 

ultimate call on education funding.
The race is all but a foregone conclusion. The Democrat 

in the race, Lawrence attorney Sarah Swain, lost her own 
party’s support over a poster in her office that some people 
interpreted as hostile to law enforcement.

TREASURER
Republican incumbent 

Jake LaTurner is a former 
aide to retiring U.S. Rep. 
Lynn Jenkins. He took over 
as treasurer last year after 
Ron Estes left the office to 
serve in Congress. LaTurner 
previously was a state sena-
tor from southeast Kansas.

Democrat Marci Fran-
cisco is a state senator. 
She’s been in the Legislature 
since 2005, representing a 
district that covers part of 
Lawrence and areas north 
of the college town. She’s a 
former mayor of Lawrence.

- Scott Canon, Kansas 
News Service. Celia Llopis-
Jepsen and Madeline Fox 

contributed to this post.
http://www.kcur.org/post/heres-whats-stake-when-kan-

sans-vote-year-boiled-down-one-place#stream/0

CHEAT

from page 20
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SHARE THIS INFO

It’s online @ 

www.communityvoiceks.com
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Not sure if You’re 
Registered to Vote?

Election Day
Tuesday

Nov. 6 
ks otes.org

L
og on to ksvotes.org.  It’s a simple website 
to use, and it’s loaded with information.  
Just enter your name, the county you live 

in, and your birth date and you’ll get an answer 
in seconds.  If you’re registered, it tells you the 
location where you’re supposed to vote.

Where to Vote? 

N
ot sure where to vote?  Ksvotes.org 
has the answer.  Enter the information 
requested above and if you’re registered to 

vote, it tells you your polling location.  

 

S
tate law requires all polls to be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m., but in some areas the polls 
open earlier.  Check with your county election 

office for your poll hours, especially if you need to 
vote earlier.  

Poll Hours   7 a.m. –
 7 p.m. 

Preview a 
Sample Ballot

D
on’t get caught by surprise.  You can 
preview the exact ballot you’ll see at your 
polling location online @ ksvotes.org.  

After you enter your personal info, below your 

polling location is a link to your sample ballot.  

Election Offices  
Telephone # / Web address

Sedgwick County 
(316) 660-7100
sedgwick.org/
elections

Wyandotte County
(913) 573-8500
wycokck.org/
election

Johnson County 
(913) 715-6800
jocoelection.org

Riley County -- (785) 537-6300
https://www.rileycountyks.gov/128/Elections

Saline County  --  (785) 309-5820
www.saline.org/Departments/Elections-Office
Geary County  -- (785) 238-3912
http://ks-geary.manatron.com/ElectedOffices/CountyClerk/
ElectionInformation/tabid/4828/Default.aspx 

Got Voter ID? 

I
f you’re a registered voter, bring one of these 
to the polls:  Driver’s License, Nondriver ID 
Card, Concealed Carry Handgun License, 

U.S. Passport, Government Employee ID, U.S. 
Military ID, Kansas College ID, Government Public 
Assistance ID or Indian Tribe ID. 
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