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Governor Makes it 
official: Kansas Will 
Pay Wrongfully  

      Convicted
Kansas becomes the 33rd state 
to offer some kind of restitution for 
the wrongfully convicted.

r. Kelly Stages racy 
Performance amid 
Protest, allegations

With demonstrators standing outside 

his concert protesting his presence, R. 

Kelly summoned his passionate fans 

to carry him through what has been a 

difficult week. 

ihoP fires Server 
over racial Slur on 
Customer’s receipt

IHOP has fired a Black server at a 
suburban Kansas City restaurant 

after she printed a racial slur on a 

Black customer’s receipt.

Westar Wants Kansans 
to Pay for Peak Power. 
What Could it Mean for 

      Your Energy Bill?
The program would be optional, but if 

it accomplishes the company’s goals it 
would likely become mandatory.

Governors Sign Letter 
Backing trump for 
nobel Peace Prize

South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster 

and a group of fellow governors are 

backing President Donald Trump’s 
nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Our Top 5 Online Stories 

I
f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly 
on our website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up 
to receive our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between 

each bi-weekly issue of “The Community Voice.”  Here’s just 
some of what you missed during the last two weeks. 

4

1 3

5

Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Top photo Front : Ms. leola Montgomery, mother of brown V board of 
education plaintiff linda brown

Our  GoFundMe Goal:  

$2,000/ month  
To cover cost of our  free circulation 

To find us on gofundme.com search: community voice wichita 

We’re taking our spring break in June.  After this, our 

Next Issue Dates are:  June 14 • June 28 • July 12 • July 26

Spring Break 

2

ATTN: Newlyweds and Photographers 
Be a Part of our 2018 
Wedding Edition  

H
ave your 
special day 
featured in 

The Community 
Voice’s  annual wed-
ding issue.  

We’re looking for 
weddings to feature in 
our 2018 wedding issue.  
Any kind of wedding 
works: Big, small, indoor, 
outdoor, nontraditional, 
traditional or even court 
house weddings.  We want 
the issue to reflect how people are 
actually tying the knot today.  

Here’s the only catch: the wed-
dings must have occurred between 
June 1, 2017 and May 31, 2018.  

Newlyweds, submit your wedding 
information and photos online at 
www.communityvoiceks.com.  Click 
on submissions and weddings.  

phO-
TOgraphers: 

Here’s a chance to shine a light on 
your work.  Ask the couples from 
some of your favorite weddings to 
let you submit their wedding for 
inclusion in our Wedding Issue.  All 
photographers will be given full 
photo credit in the issue.  

The deadline for submis-
sions is Fri., June 8.  

If you appreciate the paper consider 
making a donation.  The cost of 
distribution alone – which includes the 
very small fee we pay the delivery route 
people, the cost for the courier to get 
the paper to your town, and the cost for 
space on racks in stores like Dillons in 
Wichita and CVS and Price Chopper in 
Kansas City is about $1000 per issue.  

That’s not much, but when you do 
the math -- twice a month distribution, 
12 months per year – then you’re 
looking at a much bigger figure that’s 

having a negative effect on our bottom 
line.  

We’re already in our third year of 
distribution in Hutchinson, Salina, 
Junction City, and Topeka, and we 
completed a full year in Kansas City in 
January.  Wichita, we’re talking to you 
too.  So, if you’re one of the people 
who’ve enjoyed us for years, or if you’re 
someone who’s just discovered the true 
voice, consider making a donation to 
our gofundme account.  no amount is 
too small, or too big.  

PHO



Meet the Black 
choir that sang at 
the royal Wedding
There were so many amazingly 

beautiful and touching moments dur-
ing the royal wedding of Meghan Mar-
kle and Prince Harry, but one of our 
favorites included an amazing choir 

that totally brought down the house. 
The Kingdom Choir’s performance of 
the classic R&B song “Stand by Me,” 
and “This Little Light Of Mine” created 
a moving moment.    

The royal wedding wasn’t the 
first time the group, from southeast 
England and led by Karen Gibson, has  

per-
formed 
for the 
Queen. 
In 2002, 
they per-
formed 
at the 
Queen’s 
Golden 
Jubilee 
celebrat-
ing her 
50 years 

on the throne.  Previously, They per-
formed for other notables, including 
former President Bill Clinton, Bishop 
Desmond Tutu and the late Nelson 
Mandela. They’ve also performed 
alongside American Gospel artists 
such as Fred Hammond and Donnie 
McClurkin along with British acts, 
including Elton John and The Spice 

Girls.  Other standout performers at 
the wedding included 19-year-old cel-
list Sheku Kanneh-Mason.

netflix announces 
Multi-year 

production deal 
With the oBaMas

Let’s cancel all other subscriptions 
because the Obamas are headed to 
Netflix.

Former president Barack Obama 
and (Forever Flotus) Michelle Obama 
have signed a multi-year agreement 
with Netflix to create exclusive original 
content for the streaming giant.

Netflix did not specify a timeline, but 
the company's announcement of the 

deal said "the Obamas will produce 
a diverse mix of content, including 
scripted series, unscripted series, docu-
series, documentaries and features."

The content will be launched 
through the Obamas’ newly established 
company Higher Ground Productions.  
Financial terms were not disclosed. 

The Obamas are giving Netflix valu-
able content that many of the streaming 
service's 125 million members may 

want to watch and Netflix is giving the 
Obamas a valuable platform to stay vis-
ible in their post-White House years.

The first content from the Obamas 
will appear in 2019 at the earliest, 
according to a person involved in the 
deal.

10-part Michael 
Jordan docuMentary 

set for espn
ESPN Films and Netflix are pooling 

their resources to present something 
that’s long overdue, a documentary 
series profiling the life and career of 
NBA icon Michael Jordan.

Due in 2019, “The Last Dance” is a 
10-part documentary that has the full 
blessing of Jordan and will include his 
participation in the series.

Once cut from his varsity high 
school basketball team as a sopho-
more, His Airness went on to become 
among the greatest basketball players 
in NBA history, if not the greatest.

m
a

y
 2

4
, 2

0
1
8
    |     T

h
e

 C
o

m
m

u
n

iT
y

 V
o

iC
e

3

e
n

t
e

r
t

a
in

m
e

n
t

Gibson, director of the Kingdom Choir 

Kanneh-mason
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National News  

T
his week, the house passed a 
“First Step” bill towards prison 
reform, but whether it’s good 

or bad for the community, depends.  
The Civil Rights community seems 
split on the Bills benefits with the 
National Urban League supporting 
the measured and the NAACP and 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
opposing it.  

Well the bill is literally a “First 
Step,” since that’s the bills name.  It 
stands for “Formerly Incarcerated 
Reenter Society Transformed Safely 
Transitioning Every Person Act,” 
and was previously called the Prison 
Reform and Redemption Act. 

Those who oppose the bill say it 
actually misses the boat, since the bill 
does nothing to address mandatory 
minimum sentences, nor addresses 
issues that impeded progress of the 
formerly incarcerated.  

Those who support the bill say they 
recognize it doesn’t do everything, but 
like the name says, the bill is a good 
first step.  

In part, here's what it would do:
•Put$50millionperyearforfive

years into developing individualized 
programs to reduce recidivism and 
provide education, vocational train-
ing and mental health counseling to 
prisoners; 

•Allowthoseprisonerstoearn
credits to end their sentences early 
and spend the final portion of their 

sentence in a halfway house or under 
home confinement;

•Mandatethatprisonersbeplaced
within500drivingmilesoftheir
families; 

•Helpformerlyincarcerated
individuals to obtain identification after 
their release;

•Implementafederalbanon
shackling women who are pregnant or 
have just given birth.

Last week, civil rights icon Rep. John 
Lewis, D-GA., and Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee, D-TX, joined Democratic Sens. 
Dick Durbin of IL., Cory Booker of NJ 
andKamalaHarrisofCAintryingto
stop the bill by warning colleagues in 
a letter that the roots of the bill's re-
cidivism reduction system was flawed, 
could not be implemented effectively, 
gave too much discretion to Attorney 

General Sessions and would lead 
to prison privatization.

"Moreover,"theywrote,"we
believe that prison reform will fail 
if we do not address the manda-
tory minimum sentences that have 
filled our prisons with individuals 
convicted of nonviolent offenses." 

The bill was sponsored by 
an unlikely pair: conservative 
congressman who represents the 
northeast corner of Georgia, 
Doug Collins, R-GA, and a 
Democrat from the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus whose district 
includes Brooklyn 
andQueens,Ha-

keem Jeffries, D-N.Y.  
Jeffries and Collins say 

they aren't giving up on 
sentencing reform in the 
future, though – they're 
just taking the opportu-
nity that's available now.

"At the end of the 
day it will help tens of 
thousands of incarcer-
ated individuals who are 
currently living without 
hope or opportunity. 
It seems to me that the 
responsible thing to do 
is to take a significant 
and meaningful step in 
the right direction of 
prison reform," Jeffries 
told reporters this week. 

Hesaidthebillis"nottheend,"and
"not even the beginning of the end. It's 
simply the end of the beginning on a 
journey to resolving our mass incar-
ceration epidemic in America."

But there's more opposition, too, 
from Sen. Chuck Grassley, the chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
HehasauthoredthebroaderSentenc-
ing Reform and Corrections Act to 
overhaul federal sentencing, including 
some mandatory minimums, and has 
shown no interest in trimming back his 
legislation or bringing up the prison 
reform bill in his committee.

"The notion that Congress can enact 
meaningful criminal justice reform by 
focusing solely on the back-end of the 
process without addressing the under-
lying disparities in prison sentencing is 
naïve and unproductive," he wrote in a 
Fox News op-ed.

President Donald Trump is support-
ing the bill.  

"This has, a little bit, been defined 
by the president's willingness to take 
this on," Collins said. "The president 
sees this as helping people, he sees it 
helping communities, and he sees it 
making a difference."

S
ome civil rights groups saw the bill 
as a missed opportunity. 

TheHousepassedabillearlier
this month that would toughen federal 
penalties against people who intention-
ally target law enforcement officers in 
attacks, including ambushes, but several 
civil rights organizations called the bill a 
missed opportunity and “another attack 
on Black lives.”  

Those who oppose it say the bill, 
nicknamed“BlueLivesMatter,”rein-
forces the myth of the police as vulner-
able and embattled — the very grounds 
on which police officers consistently 

justify the use of lethal force against 
black life.

Still the bill, actually titled the “Protect 
andServeActof2018,”overwhelmingly
passedthehouseonavoteof382to35.

“Sadly, we’ve seen a recent rash and 
an increase in violence against officers 
especially in ambush-style attacks," Rep. 
John Rutherford, R-Fla., said Wednes-
day. “We as members of Congress must 
show the law enforcement community 
across this country that we support them 
and the important work that they do day 
in and day out. We must also show that 
those who wish to target police officers 

with violence that those attacks will not 
be tolerated."

The measure proposed by Ruther-
ford, a former Duval County sheriff, and 
Florida Rep. Val Demings, a Democrat 
and former Orlando police chief, would 
make it a federal crime to intentionally 
assault a police officer with punishment 
upto10years.Thepunishmentcould
be life in prison if the officer is killed or 
kidnapped.

A similar measure in the Senate 
proposedbySens.OrrinHatch,R-Utah,
andHeidiHeitkamp,D-N.D.,would
makeitahatecrime.TheHateCrimes

Prevention Act makes it a federal crime 
to assault someone based on their per-
ceived race, color, religion or national 
origin. The Senate bill would include the 
"status of the person as a law enforce-
ment officer.''

President Donald Trump, who 
supports the bill, said one of the most 
alarming crimes against officers is an 
ambush.

Several law enforcement groups, 
including the Fraternal Order of Police 
and the National Association of Police 
Organizations, support the legislation.

But some civil rights groups, includ-

ing the American Civil Liberties Union, 
call it unnecessary and say it duplicates 
many state laws already in place.

Kanya Bennet, American Civil Liber-
ties Union legislative counsel, said:

“It’sdisturbingthattheHouseused
Police Week to pass this divisive bill that 
does not improve officer safety. Instead 
of focusing on fostering community-
police relations, members of Congress 
chose to perpetuate the ‘war on police’ 
narrative. Contrary to what the Trump 
administration says, there is no ‘war on 
police’ — not in our towns, cities, or at 
the border.

Rep. Hakim Jeffries, D-N.Y., is just half of 
surprising duo behind the FIRST STEP Act, a 
prison reform bill that’s getting mixed support 
from Civil Rights groups.

Civil Rights Community Split on Prison Reform Bill 

House Passes Tough Penalties for Those Who Attack, Ambush Law Enforcement 





Stacey Abrams Takes a Historic Step in Georgia

T
he former House minority leader 
becomes the first black woman to be 
a major-party nominee for governor. 

Stacey Abrams won the Democratic nomi-
nation for Georgia governor on Tuesday, in 
a nationally watched race that offered two 
competing visions for how the party should 
run this fall. Abrams easily bested former 
state Rep. Stacey Evans, a lawmaker who 
she previously served with in the state-
house, who emphasized her appeal to mod-
erate and Republican voters. Abrams ran on 
a promise to mobilize disaffected Democrats 
behind her campaign to become the first 
black woman ever to serve as governor of a 
U.S. state.

History won’t come easy, though. Geor-
gia hasn’t elected a Democratic governor in 
nearly two decades, and Abrams will enter 

the general election as a heavy underdog. 
She’ll likely have a two-month head start, 
though, after none of the five Republican 
candidates hoping to replace term-limited 
Gov. Nathan Deal were on pace to garner 
the necessary majority 
needed to clinch the 
nomination outright 
on Tuesday. The 
two who appear 
most likely to 
advance—GOP 
Lt. Gov. Casey 
Cagle and Georgia 
Secretary of State 
Brian Kemp—would 
settle things in a July 
24 runoff.



Abrams



The police can take your property 
and in Kansas there’s very little you 
can do about it since the laws are set 
up against the average citizen.    

What kind of stuff are we talk-
ing about?  Virtually anything:  your 
house, your car, your money, your 
boat even your bicycle.  By Kansas, a 
law enforcement official only has to 
believe there’s about a 50-50 chance 
you used your property while com-
mitting a crime, to legally seize and 
maintain your property.  

They can do this even if the don’t 
arrest, charge or convict you of a 
crime.  It’s all allowable under the 
Kansas Civil Asset Forfeiture Law.  

Kansas isn’t the only state that has 
asset forfeiture laws. In most states, 
law enforcement agencies, includ-
ing local police, the highway patrol 
district attorneys, sheriffs, Bureaus of 
Investigation, attorney generals, etc., 
can seize your assets.  The same is 
true on the Federal level.  

HOW IT WORKS IN KAN-

SAS 
The details of the laws vary a little 

from state to state, but here’s a com-
mon example for Kansas.    

You’re from the state of Missouri, 
and you’re returning home from a 
visit to Colorado.  You’re traveling 
along I-70 and you’re pulled over by 
the Kansas Highway Patrol.  You look 
suspicious to the officer, i.e., you’re 
driving a non-Kansas car; add in 
you’re Black or Brown, and you really 
look suspicious.   

It doesn’t take much more than that 
for officers to pull you over and ask 
to search your car.  If you happen to 
have a significant amount of cash on 
you – hypothetically as little as $1000 
– an officer could say he suspects you 
obtained the money by illegal means 
and seize your cash, your car and any-
thing else of value you have on you.  

No, they don’t have to find any 
drugs on you, or guns, or  anything 
criminal. They don’t even have to 
charge you with a crime.  At the 
discretion of the officer, if her feels 
there’s better than a 50-50 chance 
the property they’re taking is part of 
criminal activity, they can legally be 
seized.  

  This example isn’t that unrealistic, 
especially considering  the Kansas 
Highway Patrol leads the state in asset 
forfeiture.  According to records 
obtained by KMBC News in Kansas 
City, 90% of Kansas Highway Patrol’s 
significant seizures have been vehicles 
with out-of-state plates.    Significant 
seizures are defined as involving 1 
pound of cocaine, 1 gram of heroin, 1 
pound of marijuana, 1 pound of meth, 
100 dosage units of LSD, or $1,000 
cash.  

Kansas Highway Patrol officers 
have stepped up their enforcement 
along the I-70 corridor, particularly 
since the legalization of marijuana in 
Colorado.  KHP sees asset forfeiture 
as an effective way to fight crime and 
thwart criminal activity.  Based on the 
rate of asset forfeiture in the state, 
other law enforcement agencies feel 
the same way.  

GROWING OPPOSITION

Those who oppose the law agree 
it can be a good tool when it works, 
but believe that too often, innocent 
citizens get caught up in the process.    

Kansas Representative Gail Finney 
tells the story of one of her young 
constituents who worked hard at a 
low-wage job to save enough money 
to buy a used car.  He had the cash in 
his pocket, and was on the way to pay 
for it when he was pulled over by the 
police for a minor offense.  The police 
were suspicious about  a young man 
that age having that much cash on 
him, and seized it.  

He contacted Finney for help get-
ting his money back.  She admits she 
didn’t believe the police had that kind 
of power.  After she learned about 
another similar case, she started 

researching the law.  
“I couldn’t believe it,” says Finney. 

“Without restraint, with no due 
process for the citizen, law enforce-
ment agencies are taking people’s 
property.”  

When she tells people about civil 
asset forfeiture laws, Finney says, most 
often they can’t comprehend it, let 
alone believe it.  A lot of people want 
to believe this happens to people who 
must be doing something wrong, she 
says. Too often, that’s not always the 
case.  

BURDEN OF PROOF

With civil asset forfeiture, unlike  
criminal asset forfeiture, a conviction 
is not required for a law officer to 
seize your assets.   According to the 
Institute for Justice, only 14 states 
require a conviction before property 
can be taken in a civil asset forfeiture 
case.  Kansas and federal law don’t 
require a conviction in these cases; 
Missouri does.  

In Kansas, the test to establish 
burden of proof in civil forfeiture 
is whether police feel there is a 
“preponderance of the evidence” sug-
gesting wrongdoing.  That’s a much 
lower level of proof than “beyond a 

reasonable doubt,” the test used in 
criminal forfeiture cases.  

GETTING YOUR 

PROPERTY BACK 

Anyone who has property seized 
can go to court to try to get it back.  
However attorney costs in cases like 
this can often be more expensive than 
the property seized.  In addition, in 
Kansas, the playing field isn’t even.  
If an individual losses in court, they 
can be required to pay the state’s 
attorney’s fees.  If the individual wins, 
the state doesn’t have to pay the indi-
vidual’s attorney fees.  The state has 
nothing to lose. 

For these reason, even innocent 
individuals end up losing their small 
value asset to the law.  Those who 
have larger ticket items to reclaim, 
still end up paying big to get their 
property back.  

HISTORY OF FORFEITURE  

Kansas’ forfeiture law was originally 
introduced 26 years ago.  It was the 
90s and the crack cocaine epidemic 
was going strong and legislatures 
across the country were passing asset 
forfeiture laws as a way to cripple 
large-scale criminal enterprises.  

While many people think of asset 

seizures as capturing mansions, mil-
lions in cash and fancy cars from big-
time drug dealers, the confiscations 
are often small amounts valued at 
$500 or less, and they hurt the small 
guy even more.   in such as cockfight-
ing, drag racing, 

Besides entrapping the innocent, 
critics contend that asset forfeiture 
is often out of proportion with the 
offense. For  example, after a drunk 
driver is arrested and convicted and 
possibly imprisoned, is it proper to 
punish him or her additionally by 
using civil forfeiture laws to confiscate 
their $50,000 car?

POLICE CASHING IN/

ABUSE 

Law enforcement agencies are netting 
millions each year in asset forfeiture.  
From the beginning, these laws were 
seen as a way to take money and other 
assets from criminals and put them to 
use for law enforcement.  

“It's now possible for a drug dealer 
to serve time in a forfeiture-financed 
prison after being arrested by agents 
driving a forfeiture-provided auto-
mobile while working in a forfeiture-
funded sting operation,” said Reagan 

The Police Can Take Your Stuff
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By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

State News

See ASSETS page 7

Kansans are surprised by the lack of limits in Kansas’ Civil 
Asset Forfeiture Law

What happens to the assets seized by Kansas law enforcement agencies.  That’s what a new law passed this year hopes to find out.  
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Brewer described Morrow as a 
“true blue Democrat,” and pointed out that they agree on issues, 
particularly the issues they feel are most important for Kansas.  

Morrow was equally positive in his accolades about Brewer.  
“Carl didn’t need someone to fill up any holes in his resume,” 

said Morrow.  
“I’ve never known anyone who can get 70% of the vote going 

through and coming out of a recession,” said Morrow referenc-
ing Brewers election results in his second-term run for mayor of 

Wichita.     
People in attendance at the duos 

Tuesday campaign stop in Wichita were 
impressed by the two veterans and two 
former mayors.   

Lonnie Wright with the Plumbers and 
Pipe fitters Union said local officials 
like Brewer and Morrow were, have 
more contact with and work much more 
closely with citizens, as compared to state 
elected officials.  

Russell Fox, said he valued people 
with urban experience.  As mayor they’ve 
run governments, something the gover-
nor will be expected to do.  

Brewer spoke about some of his top 
priorities for Kansas were diversifying the state’s income base, 
including looking into legalizing marijuana, as a source of income 
for the state; public safety, including the safety of children in the 
state foster care system, infrastructure improvement, improv-
ing urban and rural relationships, health care and developing 
regional economic plans.  

Other Democrats running for governor include state Sen. Laura 
Kelly of Topeka and former state Agriculture Secretary Joshua 
Svaty of Ellsworth.
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F
ormer Wichita Mayor Carl 
Brewer has picked another 
ex-mayor from the state's 

most populous county as his 
running mate for the Democratic 
nomination for governor.

Brewer on Tuesday an-
nounced former Gardner Mayor 
Chris Morrow as his choice for 
lieutenant governor.

The 55-year-old Morrow was 
a Gardner City Council member 
before serving as the Johnson 
County city's mayor for more than four years. He stepped down in 
January.

Morrow is a Navy veteran who ran an employment agency. He also 
recently obtained a real estate license.

Brewer said he selected Morrow after vetting a number of po-
tential running mates but selected Morrow because of their shared 
values.  

His selection, Brewer said, had to be an individual who would 
listen to the peoples, not discriminate against anyone, respect all 
people, be a person of integrity, “and give us all an opportunity to 
come to the table to build a greater Kansas.”  

“I knew this individual had to be a special person,” said Brewer, 
“and the only person who rose to the top was Chris.”  

Brewer Picks Another Ex-Mayor as Running Partner 
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 



W
estar Electric has filed a combination of request to 
adjust rates, with one rate effect in September extend-
ing a small rate reduction to customers followed by a 

bigger increase that would go into effect in February 2019.  Still, 
if the Kansas Corporation Commission, the state's utility regula-
tion agency, approves Westar’s merger with Kansas City Power and 
Light, customers will receive a second decrease which will net a 
much smaller increase in rates.  

Okay, if you think that’s a lot of confusing babble, you’re prob-
ably correct, but in the end:

1, Westar wants to increase your rates 
2.  The Kansas Corporation Commission will probably give 

them most of what they ask for.  
A decision is expected on Sept. 27, but the question remains 

exactly just how much your rates will go up and who will be 
impacted the most.  It appears those who will be hurt the most 
are small users and solar users. 

 Let’s take a look briefly at the three separate rate adjustments.  
The KCC has ordered all the state's utilities to pass along to 

customers the money they will get from tax cuts passed by Con-
gress and President Donald Trump.  The $1.5 million in savings 
the company plans to pass on would result in a small monthly 
savings to most customers.  

The KCC is currently taking comments from users on Westar’s 
request for a $54 million increase in rates to be effective in 
February 2019.  
What’S in the increaSe?

Westar has asked to increase the monthly service charge by 
$4 a month, from the current $14.50 to $18.50.  Westar says it 
costs a minimum amount to deliver service to a home, regardless 
of how much electricity each customer uses.  Also, by increas-

ing their base fee, Westar shores up its income against changes 
like weather or other factors that cause variations in their power 
sales.  

The flat fee increase is particularly controversial because it 
puts the heavier share of the cost increase on those who use the 
least amount of electricity, typically those with smaller homes and 
typically less ability to pay.  

In addition to the flat fee increase, Westar Is proposing an 
increase in the energy use charge.  Westar is calculating that an 
average customer, using 900 kilowatt hours per month, would 
see a $5.91 increase in the energy portion of their monthly bill.  
About 66% of Westar customers currently use 900 kilowatts 
house or less per month.  

Westar is also reintroducing a peak efficiency rate.  The 
company’s highest hours of demand are between 2 and 7 p.m. on 
weekdays, and the company’s resources are challenged to meet 
the demand.  Under the peak efficiency rate, individuals can enter 
a one-year agreement that lowers there rate for power usage, but 
they would also pay an additional fee each month based on the 
maximum amount of energy they use in any given hour during 
that peak demand period from 2 to 7 p.m. on weekdays.

 It’s a plan that works out well for those who are at work or 
have limited demand for power during peak hours.  However, 
it doesn’t work out well for those who come home from work 
around 4 or 5 p.m., start a load of laundry, turn on a couple of 
televisions and start cooking dinner on an electric stove.  

Under this plan, each month, Westar will determine your 
“highest” one hour of use between 2 to 7 p.m. weekdays.   What-
ever that usage is, they’ll multiply that by $9.45 per kilowatt dur-

How Will Westar’s Rate Increase Affect You 

See WESTAR page 21

(top) Brewer followed his announcement of Murrow 
as his running mate by officially filing for office with 
the Kansas Secretary of State.  The filing deadline 
for all state offices is June 1.  (Left) Brewer and 
Murrow great supporters in his Wichita office.  
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from page 5

Regional

Historic Mural Unveiled At The State Capitol

T
he Kansas Statehouse has a new 
mural commemorating the land-
mark Brown v. Topeka Board of 

Education ruling that struck down racial 
segregation in public schools.  The mural 
was officially unveiled on May 16.

The artist, Michael Young, if from Kan-
sas City Kansas.  Young began work on the  
8 X 22-foot mural in 2017.  The mural’s 
focal point is an African-American teacher 
surrounded by a diverse group of students 
learning about the Brown v. Board case.  
The mural is  located in front of the old 
Supreme Court room which held a hear-
ing in 1925 that prohibited the Knights of 
the Klu Klux Klan in Kansas.

 A broad group of Civil rights leaders 
and Kansas state officials attended the 
unveiling. Kevin Myles, Regional Director, 
NAACP, and a former KS State NAACP 
president spoke at the ceremony, saying 
the United States today finds itself “in a 
moment of gridlock.” “But that’s OK,” he 
said. “We as a nation have been at a place 

where there were people of clear 
minds on different sides of a very 
difficult issue. And the fact that 
everyone couldn’t necessarily 
agree on how to move forward 
didn’t mean that we didn’t have 
the capacity to move forward.”

Charles Jean-Baptist and 
former president of the Kansas 
NAACP, petitioned Senator An-
thony Hensley and the legislature 
in 2009 to pass a resolution for 
a Brown vs. Board of Educa-
tion mural. In 2012 lawmakers 
passed the legislation, but stated, 
“no public funds shall be used 
to pay the costs of creating and 
installing the mural....”

Kenya Cox, Executive Director,  
Kansas African American Affairs 
Commission assisted in raising 
the $125,000 in private dollars 
needed to pay for the mural and 
hang it. 

PHOTOS: 1.  (L-R) Senators, Antho-
ny Hensley, Oletha Faust Goudeau 
and David Haley  supported the 
bill authorizing the mural.   2. The 
mural being unveiled.  3. (L-R) 
Deborah Dandridge, KU Spencer 
Research Library; Leola Montgom-
ery, mother of Linda Brown and Ja-
net Thompson-Jackson, Professor 
of Law, Washburn University and 
Board Chair of the Brown Founda-
tion. 3. (L-R) Charles Jean Baptiste, 
Evelyn Criswell, Kevin Myles

1
2

3
4

Photos by My Pictureman

Attorney General Richard Thornburgh 
in 1989.  

It’s a trend that’s continued.  Funds 
from asset forfeiture continue to pay 
for new police vehicles and help cover 
the cost of putting additional officers 
on the street.  However, there are 
plenty of reports of agency abuse of 
forfeiture funs,  for example, agencies 
using their funds to install high-end 
granite counter tops or to purchase 
custom artwork.  

Critics say forfeiture laws have too 
many profit incentives for police.  
Need a new police vehicle, take one.  
Need more feet on the streets, pay 
for them by confiscating more goods.  
Critics also add that the Kansas and 
federal forfeiture laws contain a 
conflict of interest, with both laws 
requiring the revenue generated from 
asset seizure to be used only within 
the department that seized it.    

According to the KMBC report, 
roughly $2 million seized through 
asset forfeiture has gone to Kansas 
Highway Patrol salaries in the past 
three years.  

“I would rather we fully fund the 
highway patrol to give them the money 
they need, whatever they need, instead 
of taking from unsuspecting citizens,” 
says Finney.  

In Missouri, money raised must 
go to area school districts, not law 
enforcement.  

TRACKING THE MONEY 
Anyone who’s watched a police 

television drama has seen drugs and 
money disappear from the evidence 
room.  Well in Kansas, it appears 
there’ was only limited tracking of the 
assets seized, including the kind and 
their value.  

This year, the Kansas legislature 
addressed that issue with the passage 
of House Bill 2459 which requires 
all law enforcement agencies across 
the state to report  the date, location, 
and value of asset seizures, as well as 
whether or not criminal charges were 
filed in conjunction with the seizure.  
It will also make police departments 
open their books and show their 
forfeiture fund balances, deposits and 
expenditures.  

The bill wasn’t the kind of asset for-
feiture reform Rep. Finney had hoped 

for, but she supported the measure, 
seeing it as a small step forward.  At 
least now, she says, the police know 
someone’s paying attention. 

 Finney believes the data compiled 
under the law will prove helpful.  

“I want to be able to see a trend, 
the number of people affected by this 
in Kansas,” says Finney.  “After that, 
then we can see if we can get some 
different legislation passed.”

THE FUTURE OF 

ASSET FORFEI-

TURE 
Like other tough of crime 

era policies, asset forfeiture 
is under increasing scrutiny.  

Concerned by police 
abuse, in 2015, then At-
torney General Eric Holder 
implemented a policy that 
prevented local law enforce-
ment from using federal 
forfeiture laws to circum-
vent more restrictive state 
forfeiture laws.    However in 
2017, the Trump administra-
tion, and Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions announced 
plans to expand the use of 

civil asset forfeiture.  
However, often citing abuse by law 

enforcement and the entanglement 
of too many innocent people,  there’s 
growing support for change, and it 
isn’t just from the left.  Conservatives 
and Libertarians are joining in, calling 
for change.  Even in Kansas, Finney 
says she’s finding broad support for 
the measure.  

During the past four Kansas legisla-
tive sessions, Rep. Finney has intro-

duced bills to increase the burden of 
proof for asset forfeiture in Kansas to 
the tougher “clear and convincing” 
standard and, to require a conviction 
before property can be taken.  

So what’s holding up the passage of 
her bill?  The law enforcement lobby.  

While support for asset forfeiture 
reform is strong within the legislature, 
the legislative leadership – who set the 
legislative agenda and the issues to be 
heard – won’t move the bills forward, 

says Finney.  
 “The law enforcement 

lobby is extremely strong 
and they get whatever they 
want,” said Finney.  “They 
(legislative leadership) are 
afraid of getting the law 
enforcement agencies mad 
at them.  I don’t care how 
great of a bill, if you don’t 
have leadership’s support, 
they don’t even put the issue 
on the agenda for consider-
ation.”

Law enforcement agencies 
and Kansas municipalities 
continue to support the state’s 
asset forfeiture laws.  

Ks. Rep. Gail Finney (D-Wichita) testifying before the Kansas 
House Judiciary Committee on asset forfeiture. During the past 
four legislative sessions, Finney has introduced legislation to 
tighten the state’s  forfeiture laws.  
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Providing a full range of services to 

meet your health care needs, including:

Our Services

Let Loving Touch 

contact your Insurance 

Provider for you.

Care Givers

•Light Housework
•Companionship
•Shopping &   
     Errands
•Meal Preparation
•Local     
    Transportation
•Laundry
•Toileting
•Medication 
     Reminders

RN’s & LPN’s

•Medication/   
     Special 
     Assessment
•Physical Therapy
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty 
    Nursing
•Medication 
    Set-Up

HHA’s

•Bathing
•Medication    
    Reminders

Call (316) 269-3368 today!

1631 E 17th St. N
Wichita, KS 67214
Fax: 316-269-2744

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

This ad was prepared by Hunter Health with assistance from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE).  

Any opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the policies of the KDHE or the CDC.  
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The 40-Day Poor People’s Campaign Protest Continues With More Arrests 
T

his Monday, the police arrested 
18 people protesting inside 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris 

Kobach’s office.  The previous Monday, 
24 citations were issued by Topeka 
police after protestors from the same 
group blocked traffic for two hours 
on Topeka Ave., just south of the State 
Capitol.  

The protestors are part of the 
nationwide Poor People’s Campaign 
with similar actions taking place in 
30-states. On May 14, the Kansas group 

of about 75 protestors, joined in as oth-
er groups across the country kicked-off 
40 days of direct nonviolent action of 
the poor, clergy and advocates. 

The kick-off was timed to coin-
cide with the 50th Anniversary of the 
original Poor People’s Campaign held 
on the National Mall in Washington 
D.C.  The campaign had been the vision 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who 
was assassinated six weeks before the 
campaign was scheduled to begin.  His 
associates and Coretta Scott King went 

on with the campaign in his absence.  
The campaign demanded economic 

and human rights for poor Ameri-
cans of diverse backgrounds. After 
presenting an organized set of demands 
to Congress and executive agencies, 
participants set up a 3,000-person 
protest camp on the Washington Mall, 
where they stayed for six weeks in the 
spring of 1968.

This year’s campaign “the Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National Call for 
Moral Revival,” is co-chaired by Rev. 
Dr. William J. Barber II and the Rev. Dr. 
Liz Theoharis.

Barber said that 50 years after 
King’s assassination, systemic poverty, 
systemic racism, ecological devasta-
tion, the war economy, and Christian 
nationalism still persist and that the 

campaign intends to bring these “moral 
failures” back to the center of public 
discourse.

Kansas protestors 
plan weekly protests 
in the state’s capital on 
Mondays, except on 
Tues. May 29, because 
of Memorial Day.  Each 
week of the campaign 
will focus on a differ-
ent issue.  

Their “season 
of organizing” 
will culminate in 
“mass mobiliza-
tion in Washing-
ton, D.C., on June 
23, but Rev. Dr. 
Theoharis says 

that event will not be the end for the 
campaign but a “recommitment.”

1 2

Photos by The Community Voice

3

PHoToS:1.  Wichitan Durell gilmore leads protestors on 
the capitol steps.  2.  On the first Monday, protestors shut 
down heavily traveled Topeka Ave. for two hours.  3.  To-
peka police watched patiently for a while.  4.  The second 
Monday, 18 were arrested after occupying the Secretary 
of State’s Office. 

4
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O
pioid use and addiction is a 
growing epidemic in America.  
The National Institute of Drug 

Abuse reports that in 2015, more than 
33,000 Americans died as a result of 
an opioid overdose, with 42,000 deaths 
in 2016.  That’s a 27% single year in-
crease, and 2017 numbers are expected 
to show another increase.  That’s a 
higher death toll than from guns or car 
crashes that year, and a higher amount 
than the deaths per year from HIV/AIDS 
at the peak of that crisis.  Just that two-
year total alone, greatly surpasses the 
number of U.S. military casualties in the 
Vietnam and Iraq wars combined.

What are OpiOids? 

Opioids are a class of drugs naturally 
found in the opium poppy plant. Some 
prescription opioids are made from 
the plant directly, and others are made 
by scientists in labs using the same 
chemical structure. Opioids are often 
used as medicines because they contain 
chemicals that relax the body and can 
relieve pain. Prescription opioids are 
used mostly to treat moderate to severe 
pain, though some opioids can be 
used to treat coughing and diarrhea. 
Opioids can also make people feel very 
relaxed and "high" - which is why they 
are sometimes used for non-medical 
reasons.

Popular slang terms for opioids 
include Oxy, Percs, and Vikes.

Common prescription opioids 
include: 
•hydrocodone(Vicodin®)
•oxycodone(OxyContin®,Perco-
cet®)
•oxymorphone(Opana®)
morphine(Kadian®,Avinza®)
•codeine
•fentanyl

heroin is a non-prescription opioid.  

hOW did We Get here?

The crisis dates back to the late 
1990s with pressure being put on 
doctorstorecognizepainasaserious
medical issue and it is.  About 100 

million U.S. adults suffer from chronic 
pain, according to a 2011 report from 
the Institute of Medicine. 

Pharmaceutical companies took ad-
vantage of this concern, launching a big 
marketing campaign, to get doctors to 
prescribe products like OxyContin and 
Percocet.    While the products have 
proven effective for short-term, acute 
pain, there was little evidence about the 
safety and efficacy of the drugs for treat-
ing long-term pain.  In fact, many of the 

pharmaceutical companies have been 
sued for misleading marketing about 
the safety of the drugs.  

However at the time, doctors, many 
exhausted by dealing with difficult-to-
treat pain patients, took to the products, 

prescribing them in droves.  The drugs 
proliferated, and as a result, America 
has by far become the world’s leader in 
opioid prescriptions.  

The powerful opioid painkiller Oxy-
Contin, a time-release version of oxy-
codone, was hailed as a breakthrough 
treatment for chronic pain when it was 
approved by the FDA in 1995. It worked 
over 12 hours to maintain a steady level 
of oxycodone in patients suffering from 
a wide range of pain ailments.

Unfortunately, it could be easily 
abused to achieve a heroin-like high 
by crushing the pills and snorting or 
injecting the entire dose at once. The 
drug’s maker, Purdue Pharma, refor-
mulated OxyContin in 2010 to make it 

harder to crush and stopped selling the 
original form of the drug.

Keeps GettinG WOrse 

The opioid crisis just keeps getting 
worse, in part because more and 
stronger forms of the drug keep finding 
their way onto the streets.  Fentanyl, 
a powerful synthetic opioid, is legally 
prescribed to manage pain after sur-
gery.  However, clandestine laboratories 
are producing the product and taking it 
straight to the street.  

Fentanyl is deadly 
because it’s so much 
stronger than hero-
in, as shown by the 
photograph above, 
which was taken at 
the New Hampshire 
State Police Forensic 
Laboratory. On the 
left is a lethal dose of 
heroin, equivalent to 
about 30 milligrams; 
on the right is a 
3-milligram dose of 
fentanyl, enough to 
killanaverage-sized
adult male.

Fentanyl, accord-
ing to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, is up to 100 times more 
potent than morphine and many times 
that of heroin.

Heroin and fentanyl look identi-
cal, and with drugs purchased on the 
street, “you don’t know what you’re 
taking,” Tim Pifer, the director of the 
New Hampshire State Police Forensic 
Laboratory, told STAT, a health related 
website, in an interview. “You’re inject-
ing yourself with a loaded gun.”

MediOcre respOnse 

Unlike the Crack Cocaine epidemic, 
where America immediately got tough 
on crime, and moved to arrest addicts 
and strengthened the penalties for 
crack drug related offenses, America 
has been slow to respond to the opioid 
crisis, which has been brewing for 
nearly 20 years.  

First the drug “pushers” were big 
pharmaceutical companies instead of 
Pookie and his boys on the corner.  
Then the drugs were being prescribed 

by doctors and legally, as allowed and 
licensed by the Federal Drug Adminis-
tration.  However, as the demand for the 
opioids grew, so did the illegal market 
and criminal related activity.  

The Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion finally began to crack down on 
doctors operating “pill mills.”  Of the 
42,000 Americans who died from 
opioid overdoses in 2016, 40% were 
attributed to prescriptions.  

In February 2016, Dr. Hsiu-Ying 
“Lisa” Tseng of Los Angeles became the 
first doctor in the U.S. to be con-
victed of murder for overprescribing 
opioids to multiple patients. Tseng was 
sentenced to 30 years to life for the 
deaths of three patients, including sell-
ing Xanax and oxycodone to a college 
student who later died after mixing the 
substances with alcohol.

While the DEA chronicles the ar-
rests of physicians illegally dispens-
ing substances, these aren’t the only 
means in which opioids make their 
way into communities.

The DEA also keeps tabs on drugs 
that are either lost or stolen. In 2016, 
there were nearly 19,800 cases of 
drug theft or loss from pharma-
cies and almost 5,700 incidents in 
hospitals, with 68% of all incidents 
identified as “lost in transit.”

In one instance, a pharmacist stole 

On the left, a lethal dose of heroin; on the right, a lethal dose of fentanyl.

We’ve been hearing about it, but few Americans 

understand the growing problem in America 

with Opioid addiction.  It’s no longer just a 

problem, it’s a crisis and if it goes unchecked, 

in the next 10 years, experts project as many as 

650,000 people will die from opioid over-

doses – that more than the whole population of 

Johnson County, Kansas.  

The Deadliest Drug Overdose Crisis in History 
The Opioid Epidemic:

What Do We Know 
About the opioid Crisis?
•  Roughly 21 to 29% of patients 
prescribed opioids for chronic pain 
misuse them.
• Between 8 and 12% develop an 
opioid use disorder.
• An estimated 4 to 6% who misuse 
prescription opioids transition to 

heroin.
• About 80% of people who use 
heroin first misused prescription 
opioids.
• The Midwestern region saw opioid 
overdoses increase 70% from July 
2016 through September 2017.

How Do You Overdose 
On Opioid Drugs?

W
hen people use too much of an opioid 
painkiller they can experience a diminished 
level of consciousness, depressed or slowed 

breathing, and a resulting lack of oxygen to the brain. 
Death is a distinct possibility with opioid overdoses. 
Though alcohol, sedatives, or a mix of opioids (either 
prescription or illicit) are frequently involved in many 
opioid-related overdose deaths, overdoses on opioid 
alone do occur.  

Because oxycodone and hydrocodone are so fre-
quently prescribed, they are two of the most common 
culprits involved in opioid overdose deaths. More 
recently, illicit fentanyl and fentanyl analogues are 
increasingly implicated in deadly opioid overdoses.

See OPIOIDS page 10



IDs. 
Commissioner Selzer offers these 

tips to beneficiaries receiving the new 
IDs:
•Destroytheoldcardimmediately
upon receiving the new one.  Use 
thenewIDnumberforallMedicare
transactions from 
that point on.
•Watchoutfor
Medicarescams
regardingthe
cards.Newcards
willbemailedto
beneficiaries,and
nooneconnected
withMedicare
will be calling 
or knocking on 
doors.

Ifyouhave
Medicare

questions, call the Senior Health 
Insurance Counselors of Kansas 
(SHICK).  The number is 800-860-
5260.Youcanalsoseeashortvideo
onthenewcardsatwww.cms.gov/
medicare/new-medicare-card/nmc-
home.html .
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S
unglasses are important to protect 
eyesfromUVrays,butthewrong
onescouldcausemaculardegen-

eration,growthontheeyes,cataracts
orblindness.

"Don'tgotothedollarstoreand
pick up a cheap pair of sunglasses 
thinkingyou'resavingmoney
there.Inthelongrun,you'rejust
causingmoreharmthangood,"
saysDr.VinDang.

Butyoudon’thavetobuythe
most expensive pair to get the 
maximumprotection.Whatyou’re
reallylookingforisUVprotection.
ThesungivesoffUVradiation
thatyoucan’tseeorfeel.Insmall
doses,itboostsvitaminD.Buttoo
much of it can cause problems 
likesunburnandskincancer.It
canalsodamageyoureyes.

Sunglassesareregulatedbythe
FDA,andifthey'resafethey'llhavea
stickeronthemthatsays,"UV100%"
or"UV400."

Stillsomeglassesmayhaveonly
acoatingofUVsprayedonthem.As

people clean off their sunglasses, 
they'rewipingofftheUVprotection.It
onlytakesafewwipestotakeoffthe
UVcoatingcompletely.Thisiswhyit’s
worthinvestingalittlemoreforyour
glasses.

Dangsayswearingunprotected
sunglasses is worse than wearing no 
sunglasses at all.

"Whenyou'rewearingsunglasses,
yourpupilswilldilate.Moreharmful

rayswillgointothebackofyoureyes,"
saysDang.

ToomuchUVlightcancause
cataracts.Itcanalsodestroytheretina,
theliningatthebackofyoureyesthat
helpsyouseeclearly.Itcouldeven
causetissuetogrowoveryoureyeball.

UVlightcancausechangesincells
thatleadtoskincancer,sayseye
doctorRachelBishop,MD.Itmaynot
leadtocancerinyoureyes,butitcan
thickentissuesaroundthemandcause
discomfort.

FIT
Apairthatdoesn’tfitwellcanlet

UVraysseepontoyourskinandinto
youreyes.

“I look at something that fits the 
facewell,”saysoptometristFraser
Horn,OD.“Idon’twantituptouching
theeyelashes,butIalsodon’twantit
pushedwayout.AndIwantsomething
thatlinesupwithyourbrow.”

Sunglassesthatwraparoundyour
eyescanhelpblockstrayUVlight.They
canalsokeepoutsandandallergens.
Thosethingsaren’tgoodforyoureyes,

either.

POLARIZED LENSES
Thesereduceglareatthebeach,in

thesnow,oroutonthewater.Butthey
don’ttaketheplaceofUVprotection.

You might see better through them 
whenthere’stonsoflightaround.But
theycanmakeithardertoseethings
like computer screens, smartphones, 
ordashboards.

DARKNESS AND COLOR
Just because a lens is almost black 

doesn’tmeanitblocksUVrays.So
again,readthatlabel.

Yourpupil,theblackdotatthe
centerofyoureye,controlshowmuch
lightgetsin.Whenyouweardarkened
lenses, the pupil opens more to let in 
morelight.Ifyoursunglassesaren’t
ratedtoblockUVrays,youmightlet
evenmoreintothebackofyoureye.

LENSES
What’sbest:Shatterproofglass?Plas-

tic?Somenewfangledpolycarbonate
material?Again,it’samatteroftaste.
Howwelltheyhelpyouseemattersa
lot,too.Somelenses,especiallythe

morecurvedones,cancausedistor-
tion.Butthat’snotalwaysthecase.

“Ifyou’restoppingbythegassta-
tiononthewaytothelaketopickup
sunglasses,you’remorelikelytohave
somethingoflesserquality,”Hornsays.
Butahigherpricetagdoesn’talways
equalgreatimagequality,headds.

SUNGLASSES FOR ALL
Whenyoupickoutyournewshades,

rememberthis:Getsomeforthekids
youknow.Andbesuretheywearthem,
sunnyornot.

A2014surveybytheAmerican
AcademyofOphthalmologyfoundthat
only32%ofparentsmaketheirkids
wearsunglassesthatareratedtoblock
UVlight.

“Wheneveryou’rethinking,‘Hmmm,
Ishouldbeusingsunscreen,’you
shouldbewearingsunglasses,”too,
Bishopsays.“Asaparent,youshould
beawarethat[kids]startaccumulating
thatsundamagejustassoonasthere’s
exposure.Kidswearingsunglassesis
an important thing.”

Portions from WebMD 

'Shady' Shades: Beware of Cheap or Counterfeit Sunglasses

over35,000pills(includingoxyco-
done)overathree-yearperiodfrom
thePennsylvaniahospitalwhereshe
wasemployed.Thehospitalwaslater
orderedtopay$510,000tosettlethe
allegationsthattheyenabledthisstaff
membertostealthedrugs.Afterplead-
ingguiltyto25countsofpossession,
thepharmacistwassentencedtosix
yearsinprisonandthreeyearsof
supervisedrelease.

In the case of government-run 
hospitals(likethoseaffiliatedwiththe
U.S.DepartmentofVeteransAffairs),
therateofdrugsreportedmissingis
morethandoubletheratereportedby
private-sector facilities. In response, 
theVAarguedmanydrugswerelostin
transit, although the DEA argues those 
casesmayhavebeenwronglyclassi-
fied.Studieshaveshownveteransare
morethantwiceaslikelyasnonveter-
anstodiefromaccidentalopioidover-
doses,particularlyamongthosewho
experience chronic pain as a result of 
their service or deployment.  

OPIOIDS

from page 9





K
ansans will begin receiving 
newMedicarecardsafterJune
2018,buttheonlychangethey

willexperienceisnewidentification
numbers. Kansas Commissioner of 
Insurance,KenSelzerwantstoclarify
thatthesenewidentificationcardsfor
beneficiariesdonotincludechanges
to current coverage or benefits. The 
CentersforMedicareandMedicaid
ServicesisrequiredtoremoveSocial
SecurityNumbersfrombeneficiary

New Medicare Cards Coming to Kansans This Summer



Coming June 14

Our “Feeling Fine” Edition
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Business & Technology

Mark McCormick has accepted a 
position as Communications Director for 
the American 
Civil Liberties 
Union of Kan-
sas in Overland 
Park.  For the 
past five years, 
he served as 
executive di-
rector of the 
Kansas African 
American Museum in Wichita.  His prior 
communications experience includes 
work as a columnist and reporter for the 
Wichita Eagle.  

Jonathan Long is the new Di-
rector of Community Advancement at 
the Wichita Re-
gional Chamber 
of Commerce.  In 
his new role he 
will oversee the 
Chamber’s Com-
munity Advance-
ment initiatives 
including diversi-
ty and inclusion, 
City-to-City trips and Leadership Wichita.  
Long is the founder of Wichita Urban 
Professionals and was most recently em-
ployed as a Talent Acquisition Recruiter 
for T-Mobile USA.

Melika Harris is a new Associ-
ate Attorney 
at Rasmus-
sen Dickey 
Moore, LLC 
Trial Coun-
sel in Kansas 
C i t y,  M O .  
Harris will 
work on the 
firm’s toxic 
tort defense team an as a member of the 
firms Diversity and Inclusion Practice 
Group.  Harris is a Kansas City local and 
a graduate of UMKC Law School.

Send us Your On the Move 
Announcements  

We welcome news about promotions, 
retirements, appointments, awards 
and recognitions.  Submit them @ 

www.communityvoiceks.com .

On the 
Move

W
hether you’ve fully em-
braced it or are still hope-
lessly in denial, there’s no 

rejecting that the automotive industry 
is electrifying now faster than ever. 

With lower-than-average owner-
ship costs, increased driving ranges 
and the latest advanced safety fea-
tures, AAA sees 
a strong future 
for electric 
vehicles, with 
20% or 50 
million Ameri-
cans likely to 
go electric 
for their next 
vehicle pur-
chase.  That’s 
up from 15% 
in 2017

To help 
“green” car 
shoppers 
make an in-
formed choice, 
AAA conducts 
independent, rigorous test-track 
evaluations of plug-in hybrids, hy-
brid and fuel-efficient, gas-powered 
vehicles.

 “Today, electric vehicles have 
mainstream appeal,” said Greg 
Brannon, AAA’s director of Automo-
tive Engineering. “While concern 
for the environment is still a major 
motivator, AAA found U.S. drivers are 
also attracted to the lower long-term 
costs and advanced technol-
ogy features that many of 
these vehicles offer.”

Perhaps fueling Ameri-
can’s desire for electric 
vehicles, AAA’s survey found 
that “range anxiety” is 
beginning to ease. That’s 
because newer electric cars 
are getting an increased 
range, and with the hybrid 
models, there’s an internal 
combustion engine inside 
that’s got your back.  

WHAT’S OUT THERE  
The market for electric 

cars is divided into three 
categories:  Full electric 

cars, hybrid electric cars, and 
plug-in hybrid cars.   The truly 
electric vehicle is pretty simple.  
There’s no Internal Combustion 
Engine (ICE) inside.  These models, 
like Teslas, run totally on electricity, 
and more companies are beginning 
to introduce totally electric cars to 

their line.  
Most manufacturers now offer 

a hybrid model.  But you need to 
make sure you know which kind of 
hybrid you’re getting.  A traditional 
hybrid or a plug-in hybrid.  While 
most people understand the concept 
of a hybrid car having both an 
internal combustion engine (ICE) 
and electric motor running on a bat-
tery, the majority can’t identify what 

makes one a “conventional” hybrid 
or classifies another as a plug-in. 
The difference lies in the way in 
which they use those two power 
sources as well as how they’re 
recharged.

While a traditional hybrid 
vehicle has both an ICE and electric 

motor, it derives the majority of 
its power from the engine. It can 
run solely on electricity at very low 
speeds, but the electric motor is 
mostly there to complement the 
engine when extra propulsion is 
needed. In this way, electricity is 
used to take some strain off the en-
gine while improving fuel economy.

A plug-in on the other hand is 
much more similar to a fully electric 

car. The vehicle relies solely 
on the electric motor for all 
speeds until the battery level 
drops to a predetermined 
point at which it can no 
longer sufficiently power the 
car. Once this occurs, the ICE 
steps in to either serve as the 
vehicle’s primary source of 
propulsion or to act as a gen-
erator running to charge the 
car’s batteries, thus powering 
the motor.

These two types of electric 
vehicles also differ in how 
their batteries are recharged. 
Traditional hybrids do so 
while the vehicle is running 
on engine power and through 

reclaiming energy with a process 
called regenerative braking where 
kinetic energy created by both 
braking and “coasting” is stored and 
utilized by the vehicle’s batteries.

A plug-in hybrid’s battery or 
batteries are charged by doing exact-
ly what the name suggests – plugging 
it into the electric power.  Although 
regenerative braking can help bat-
tery life to a certain degree, you’ll 
need either a wall outlet or charging 
station to fully charge it up. Charging 
time varies according to the power 
source, type of charger used as well 
as the PHEV model itself.

So which is the better option? 
Besides having the edge in both fuel 
efficiency and range, plug ins also 
make a great fit for both types of car 
owners.  Those who take a more 
hands-off approach and are either 
too lazy or forgetful to plug it in, still 
have a gas engine to rely on, making 
it a fully functioning car at all times. 
On the opposite end of the spec-
trum, more diligent EV only owners 
have the ability to not only drastically 
increasing their car’s range, but can 
even attempt to “hyper-mile” and 
maximize their time running on EV 
only.

CHARGING AWAY FROM 
HOME 

Although Americans may be more 
eager to buy an electric vehicle, 
having the right infrastructure will 
be critical to its widespread adop-
tion. The newer model electric cars 
have longer ranges, up from 50 
to 75 miles per charge to 200 to 
300 miles.  But still, what to do if 
you want to take your EV on a long 
distance trip?  

In 2018, the availability of charg-
ing stations had grown to more than 
16,000 in the United States and, 
although anxiety over range has 
reduced, AAA’s survey found con-
sumer expectation for charging time 
while on the road may not align with 
reality. Seven-in-ten Americans feel 
that while out driving, a charging 
time of no more than 30 minutes is a 
reasonable amount of time to wait.

Thinking Electric? Options are Improving   

Category Vehicle 
Overall  Tesla Model X 75D
Subcompact Car Chevrolet Bolt EV Premier
Compact Car Nissan Leaf SL
Midsize Car BMW 530e i-Performance
Large Car  Tesla Model S 75
Pickup  Ford F-150 4X4 XLT Sport
SUV/Minivan Tesla Model X 75D
Best Under $30K Kia Niro LX
Best $30K - $50K Chevrolet Bolt EV Premier
Best Over $50K Tesla Model X 75D

See E-CARS page 12

 Winners, detailed evaluation criteria, vehicle 
reviews and an in-depth analysis of the green 
vehicle industry can be found at AAA.com/
greencar.

2018 AAA Top Green 
Vehicle Award Winners

The Kia Niro hybrid subcompact SUV arrived in 2017. This year, a plug-in hybrid variant (pictured) arrived and Kia has 
also an all-electric configuration before the end of 2018, likely as a 2019 model.
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Free Paint now available!
Is your home ready for a fresh coat of paint?  The City of Wichita’s Housing and 

Community Services Department offers free paint to qualifying homeowners!  Call 

462-3713 for details!

Home imProvement loan Programs oFFered!
Is your home in need of rehabilitation?  Low interest home improvement loans are 

available to qualifying homeowners!

low interest loan Programs For rental 
ProPerty owners!

Loans Offered for improvement of single-family or 

multi-family housing.  Low interest rates!  24-month payment 

deferrals!

reHabilitation loans For 
          Historic ProPerties!

             Installment Loans and Deferred Loans

            

city of wichita Housing and community services department
455 N. Main, 10th Floor   •     Wichita, Kansas  67202

455 N. Main, 10th Floor   •     Wichita, Kansas  67202

Federal Income Limits Apply

call 462-3713 
For additional information!

E-CARS

from page 11



“Today’s drivers are accustomed 
to a quick fill up at the corner gas 
station, but electric vehicle charging 
can sometimes take several hours,” 
said Brannon. “With a little planning, 
electric vehicle owners can avoid 
a roadside inconvenience and, as 
technology improves, charging times 
will too.”

We found seven charging stations 
listed online in the Wichita area, 
nine in the Kansas City market, two 
in Hutchinson and one in Topeka.  
The Topeka station, and a few of the 
others were for Tesla charging only, 
cutting down further the number of 
available stations. 

More stations are coming, poten-
tially making things easier.  Tesla is 
tripling its fleet of fast-chargers by the 
end of 2018, Volkswagen is spending 
heavily on new stations, and the U.S. 
government is backing new infra-
structure plans, among many other 
investments. 

Volkswagen’s emissions scandal 
turned out to be good news for 
electric-car charging.  The German 
automaker agreed to invest $2 billion 
over 10 years in U.S. electric-car 
infrastructure, including new stations 
and educational initiatives, as part 
of a federal settlement over its diesel 
emissions scandal.

Mark McNabb, CEO of the VW-
funded Electrify America program, 
said the company is spending $500 
million apiece in four 30-month 
cycles. The first round of investments 
is focusing heavily on installation of 
stations in 17 metro areas, including 
six in California. The terms of the 
settlement prevent VW from favoring 
its own technology.

Home charging will remain critical 
for electric car owners, with the De-
partment of Energy projects that more 
than 90% of charging will take place 
in a residential setting.  Most of the 
cars can be charged slowly on a 120V 
outlets  -- possibly 8-12 hours.  The 
next level of home charging  operates 
on 240 V and will power up a car in 
4-6 hours.  It will require owners to 
install a charging station at a cost of a 
few hundred or thousand dollars. 

The next level of charging operates 
at 500V and will mostly be limited to 
commercial locations.   These outlets 
will charge your car in 15-30 min-
utes, with smart drivers timing their 

recharging with comfort breaks.
Drivers can access charging station 

locations through AAA’s Mobile app 
or TripTik PlannerDrivers can access 
charging station locations through 
AAA’s Mobile app or TripTik Planner. 

OPERATING COSTS GOOD 

On average, the cost of an electric 
vehicle, whether all-electric or 
plug-in hybrid is higher than that of a 
conventional gas powered car. How-
ever, there are a number of federal 
tax credits and some additional tax 
credits in certain states (not Kansas 
or Missouri) other incentives that can 
lower the upfront cost so EV drivers 
can take advantage of fuel savings and 
reduced emissions.

The Federal Qualified Plug-in 
Electric Drive Motor Vehicle Tax 
Credit is the main federal incentive 
program for electric cars available in 
the United States. Under this program, 
the purchase of a new electric vehicle 
is eligible for a tax credit worth 
$7,500 as long as it meets some basic 
criteria:

While you don’t have to buy gas, 
you still have to pay for the electricity 
used to charge your car.  The eGallon 
price represents the cost of fueling a 
vehicle with electricity compared to a 
similar vehicle that runs on gaso-
line. For example, if gasoline costs 
$3.60 a gallon in your state and the 
eGallon price for your state is $1.20 
that means that for $1.20 worth of 
electricity you can drive the same dis-
tance as you would for $3.60 worth of 
gasoline.  Based on current electric 
rates in Kansas, the eGallon rate is 
$1.17 compared to current gas prices 
of around $2.79 per gallon.  

The current egallon rate f price 
is calculated using the most recently 
available state by state residential 
electricity prices. The state gasoline 
price above is either the statewide 
average retail price or a multi-state 
regional average price reported by 
EIA. The latest gasoline pricing data is 
available on EIA’s webpage. Find out 
more at www.energy.gov/eGallon.

For most drivers, a trip to the fuel 
pump is an easy reminder of the day-
to-day cost of gasoline or diesel. But 
for electric vehicle (EV) drivers, who 
typically charge their car at home, 
there isn’t a similar measurement 
to determine the cost of driving on 
electricity. To help both current and 
potential EV drivers better understand 
the cost of driving an EV, the Energy 
Department created the eGallon.



I’m guilty of limiting my an-
nual Riverfest experiences to a 
couple of concerts and a visit to 
the food court, probably because 

there wasn’t much more to do 
in the past, but now, Riverfest 
offers a constant stream of inter-
esting activities for people of all 

ages, and all for just a $10 but-
ton.  I’ve checked out the festival 
guide, and here are a few things 

I’m determined to try this year.  
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 13Arts & Culture

Wichita Riverfest:  Beyond the Concerts and Food 

Among my main stage concert picks are (top going clockwise) Morris Day and the Time, John P. 
Kee and the Delvon Lamarr Organ Trio.  

I 
remember  walking through the 
food court and on to Kennedy 
Plaza during River Festival a few 

years ago and wondering why there 
wasn’t more to do.  If you weren’t 
interested in the concert lineup of 
the night, beyond filling up on tasty 
delicacies at the food court, there 
wasn’t much else to do.  That was a 
true statement a few years ago, but 
not anymore.  Wichita’s River Festival 
has shaped up to become a full-
entertainment event with a plethora 
of ways to engage if you want to, and 
this year, I’m going to.  

I’ve checked out my handy River  
Festival guide and here are a few of 
the things I’ve checked to give a try. 

There are a number of “con-
stants,” events that occur every day 
that I want to check out.  The plan 
is to either work them in during one 
of the evenings I plan to watch a 
concert or possibly add an evening 
to just checkout some of these cool 
things.  

Ackerman’s Backyard This 
area along the river and just west 
of Century II is a great place for a 
drink (alcholic one’s are sold there 
too) take  a photo with some of the 
props -- including the giant admirals 
chair, watch activities along the river, 
or enjoy some of the cool perform-
ers scheduled to appear in the area.  
During the week, Ackerman’s opens 
at 5 p.m., but it opens at 11 a.m. 

on the second Friday of Festival and 
both Saturdays and Sundays. 

The Last Carnival, a circus 
troupe from Lawrence, KS, is one 
of the interesting acts you can catch 
at Ackerman’s Backyard.  They 
perform daily from 7-8 p.m.  They’ll 
“amaze and delight you with feats of 
strength, agility and skill,” reads the 
RF Guide.  

Phlox Kansas is a group of fire 
performers that will appear nightly 
at Ackerman’s Backyard from 9-9:45 
p.m.  The act include fire dancers, 
fire eaters, and other “fire” perform-
ers.  

Paddle Boats  Here’s a confes-
sion: I go to River Festival every year, 
but I’ve never been on the Arkansas 
River.  This year, I’m in.  You catch 
the paddle boats in the Cox Kids Cor-
ner at the Hyatt Lawn.  The hours are 
pretty strange.  They close early most 
nights (8:30 p.m.) but even earlier 
the nights of fireworks.  

Wagonmasters River Tours  
For those who don’t think they’re 
up for paddling the river, these free 
boat rides happen daily  and close 
most days at 8 p.m. but earlier on 
fireworks nights.  Load these cruises 
under the Douglas Street Bridge.  

Cox Virtual Reality Experience 
I’ve never experienced virtual reality, 
so I’m off to give this a try.  New 
this year, this a try.  This new event 
occurs in a 30’ x 30’ virtual reality 
trailer and allows you to experience 
a variety of 360 degree virtual reality 

environments and games.  This event 
begins weekdays at 5:30 p.m. but at 
11 a.m. on weekends.  You’ll find it 
at the Red Guard Stage Area, that’s 
southeast of the Hyatt.  

The Crate Escape: An Escape 
Room Experience  Why not?  I’m go-
ing to figure out how to escape this 
room before time runs out.  Look 
for this event in the Kennedy Plaza 
Tripodal Area.
LIMITED RUN 
EVENTS

Hot air bal-
loons  I love hot 
air balloons.  Never 
been in one, but I 
want to.  Well you 
can’t ride in these 
at River Festival, but 
you can enjoy the 
beauty of them.  The 
balloons launch on 
Sat., June 2 at 7 a.m. 
from the Red Guard 
Stage area.  Can’t 
get up early?  They 
launch again on Sat., and Sun., June 
2 & 3 at 6:30 p.m.  

Riverfest Marketplace  I’m not 
much of a shopper, but I’m a fan of 
original art and unique art pieces 
you can’t often find in stores, that’s 
why I’m definitely going to check out 
the Marketplace.  It’s along Douglas 
on Sat., June 2 from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. 

XPogo Stunt Team  These 
professional athletes will defy gravity 

flying 10 ft in the air on extreme 
pogo sticks, throwing down flips 
and incredible tricks.  Check them 
out at the RedGuard Stage Area on 
Thurs., 5 and 7:30 p.m., and on Fri., 
June 8 and Sat., June 9 at 1:30, 2:30 
and 6 p.m.  

When Nature Sings  After 
several years absent, a Gospel play 
returns to River Festival on Sunday 
evening, June 3, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
in Century II’s Mary Jane Tealle 
Theater.   

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

Bonita’s Concert Picks 

I
’m determined to have a life outside 
downtown Wichita during this year’s 
River Festival, but it’s going to be 

pretty hard with this year’s concert 
lineup.  Here’s my don’t miss list for 
this year.  
Sat., June 2  I’m a Reggae fan so I’m 
not going to miss Stephen Marley who 
closes out an evening of music.  He’s 
on stage at 9 p.m.  
Mon., June 4  Gospelfest  The 
evening starts with local talent at 6 p.m.  
John P. Kee is on stage at 8:30 p.m.
 Thur., June 7 Delvon Lamar Orgon 
Trio  I’d never heard of this group 
before, but I checked out his music 
online and this brother throws down on 
the Hammond Organ.  
Sat., June 9  I’m there.  Morris Day 
and the Time are on stage at 7:15 p.m. 
and they’re not even the headliners.  
Prince’s band, The Revolution, closes 
out the night, on stage at 9 p.m.  



V
IP It Really want to ramp up 
your  River Festival experi-
ence, consider buying a VIP 

pass to your favorite concert event.  
For $25 per concert, you get VIP, up 
front seating at the concert, private 
bar, and rest rooms.  To get your 

tickets, go online to wichitriverfest.
ticketfly.com.

Sundown Parade on Fri., June 
1, begins at 6:30 p.m.  The route be-
gins at 3rd St. and Main, goes south 
to Douglas, then west on Douglas to 
Waco and back north to 3rd St.  

Three Fireworks Displays  This 
year, thanks to the Wichita Wingnuts, 
River Festival attendees can enjoy 
three fireworks displays.  Fri., June 
1, kick off the festival with the fire-
works display that begins after the 
Twilight Pops Concert, (aprox. 9:30 

p.m. The closing night fireworks 
show, on Sat., June 9 is scheduled 
to begin after the headliner concert, 
(approx. 10 p.m.).  Tune to KEYN 
for simulcast music for both of these 
displays.  

The Wingnuts Fireworks display is 
on Fri., June 8 at 10:05 p.m.  View-
ing for all concerts is best downtown 
along the Arkansas River.  

A Few More Facts to Know  
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Juneteenth Across the State

J
uneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the ending of slavery in the 

united States.  it was on June 19, 1865 that union soldiers, led by major General Gordon 

Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that the 

enslaved were now free. This was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s emancipation 

Proclamation - which had become official January 1, 1863. 
The emancipation Proclamation had little impact on the Texans due to the minimal number 

of union troops to enforce the new executive order. however, with the surrender of General 

Lee in April of 1865, and the arrival of General Granger’s regiment, the forces were finally 
strong enough to influence and overcome the resistance.

Juneteenth is an opportunity for people to celebrate freedom, history, heritage and culture. 

WiChitA 
All events will take place at the 
historic McAdam's Park and Rec-
reation Center, with the exception 
of the Wichita Natural Hair Expo. 
Attendees must have a $5 June-
teenth wristband to attend any of 
the events.

Sat. Jun. 16 The Wichita Natu-
ral Hair Expo (WNHE) will be held 
at the Eugene M. Hughes Metropolitan 
Complex, 5015 East 29th St N. This 
event is hosted by Lai-L Daugherty, 
founder and coordinator. Back by 
popular demand are Raylan and LaR-
honda, owners of gimMee Oils and 
Tendai Robin Morris is back with her 
essential hair care session, “Texture 
Talk.” 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sun., Jun. 17 Father's Day 
Recognition A day to celebrate the 
strong fathers or father figures in our 
community. 2 -6 p.m.

Mon., Jun. 18 Urban Housing 
and Economic Development Fair  
Conversation with John Hall, director 
of the City of Wichita Dept. of Housing 
and Community Development.  Under-
stand the Fair Housing Act and the 
Landlord Tenant Act. The fair will 
educate on home repairs, purchas-
ing a home and other important op-
portunities the community can take 
advantage of. Armando Minijarez 
will also be sharing the Horizontes 
Project and how the community can 
get involved. 6-8 p.m. 

Tues., Jun. 19 Re-Defining 
Blackness Play and Juneteenth 
Keynote Address. Re-Defining 
Blackness is a wonderful youth play, 
written by local poets. This play will 
show how our youth benefit from 
the achievements of African Ameri-
cans and how our roots tie back to 
this day of pride.  Doors Open, 5:15 
p.m., Re-Defining Blackness Play, 6 
- 7:20 p.m.,  Education Panel, 7:30-
8:15 p.m., Q&A 8:15-9:30 p.m. 

Wed., Jun. 20 Senior Break-
fast: The Journey of Juneteenth As 
Told By Our Elders.  The community's 
elders will be celebrated while they 
share their stories with their families 
and those in attendance from the 
Greater Wichita community. There 
will also be a youth market hosted 
by Camp Innovation Destination. 10 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at McAdams Park 
Recreation Center.

Thurs., Jun. 21 Juneteenth Day 
of Service - In the spirit of engaging 
and improving the community, work-
ing on the 9th Street Project mosaic 
being led by artist Ella Baccus. The 
goal is to encourage participation in 
service projects that will help improve 
the aesthetic of northeast Wichita. 
The project includes painting so dress 
accordingly.  First Shift 8 -10 a.m., 
Lunch 11a.m. - Noon, Second Shift 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fri., Jun. 22 Juneteenth Eve-
ning of Blues & Jazz - Enjoy an 
evening of blues and jazz in the park.  
Enjoy music, food and vendors. 5-9 
p.m.

Sat., Jun. 23 Juneteenth Parade 
and Celebration - A community-
wide Family Reunion along with 
event-filled day at McAdam's Park. 
This celebration will begin at 10 a.m. 
with a parade beginning at 17th & 
Fairmount and going west to McAd-
ams Park.  The park will be filled with 
local food and merchandise vendors, 
inflatable bounce houses, activities 
and performances to keep the whole 
family engaged. The park festivities 
will begin at 11 a.m. 

 junCtion City

Sat. Jun. 9 Juneteenth Celebra-
tion Stone Soul Festival at Heritage 
Park 6th & Washington The day will 
include live entertainment, Gospel 
music, vendors, games, educational 
displays, food & beverages, and lots of 
family fun. Motorcycle and Car Show. 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

MAnhAttAn

Sat. Jun. 16 Celebrate June-
teenth  free T-Shirt while supplies 
last. Annual Unity Walk at 11 a.m. 
Judge the BBQ Grilling Contest.  Test 

your free throw and 3-point skills in 
the basketball contest. Vendors and 
various fun activities all day. End the 
night in the park enjoying the smooth 
sounds of JahVelle and the A/C Band 
and the funk, soul & RB sounds of the 
Charles Walker Band. 

juneteenthKC

Fri. Jun. 1 First Fridays Edi-
tion Stroll through the streets of the 
historic 18th & Vine district for an 
evening of live entertainment and art 
showcased by minority vendors and 
artisans. 

Sat., Jun. 2 Passport to Free-
dom Cultural Parade The spirit of 
African-American pride and freedom 
returns with the 2nd Annual Cultural 
Parade, an extravagant procession 
of marching bands, drill teams, 
civic clubs and various organizations 
through the 18th & Vine Historic 
District.  Parade starts at Noon

Sat., Jun. 16 Heritage Festival 
The 7th annual JuneteenthKC Heritage 
Festival features KC’s best local live 
entertainment and free activities 
for the entire family.  Explore local 
businesses, service agencies and over 
50 local/regional retail vendors of 
products and services. 18th & Vine 
area 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.

KAnsAs City

Sat., Jun. 9 Juneteeth Activities 
at the Nelson Atkins Museum

10–10:30 a.m. Prelude Piano Music
Kirkwood Hall, Plaza Level, Nelson-
Atkins Building. Pianist Elijah Thomas 

10:30–11:30 a.m. Kirkwood Hall, 
Plaza Level, a special presentation by 
the United States Air Force honor-
ing Ed Dwight. Remarks by local 
dignitaries and recognition of Makeda 
Peterson. 

11:30–11:50 a.m., Story Telling 
 Gallery L5, Bloch Tracy Milsap.  

11:45–12:15 p.m. & 1–1:30 p.m.  

The Kansas City Boys Choir and the 
Kansas City Girls Choir, Kirkwood Hall, 
Plaza Level, Nelson-Atkins Building 

12:15–12:45 p.m. Special Presenta-
tion featuring Artist, Ed Dwight, Atkins 
Auditorium 

1–2 p.m. Spoken Word , Gallery L5, 
Lobby Level, Bloch Building. Glen 
North and  Sheri “Purpose” Hall.

12:45–1:30 p.m. The Amber Under-
wood Project, Bloch Lobby
Jazz flautist Amber Underwood 
including drum, keyboard, guitar, and 
vocals. 

1:45-2:15 p.m. Kansas City Friends 
of Alvin Ailey, Atkins Auditorium 
Enjoy a dynamic dance performance.

2:15–2:45 p.m. The Charlie Parker 
Memorial Foundation Jazz Ensemble
Kirkwood Hall, Plaza Level, Nelson-
Atkins Building

2:30–3:20 p.m. Music & Kansas City 
2-Step Showcase, Bloch Lobby
Enjoy the rhythmic sounds of DJ Joe.

3:20–4 p.m. Free Dancing  DJ Joe 
accompanies De Barker from the Big 
Step Off 2018 with dancers from the 
Kansas City 2-Step community fol-
lowed by free dancing.

10 a.m. & 4 p.m. Gullah Basket 
Weavers, Bloch Lobby  Gullah basket 
weavers from South Carolina share 
their signature basket weaving styles. 

10 a.m.–4 p.m., NedRa Bonds, 
Anthony High, Michael Toombs 
Bloch Lobby.

topeKA

Sat., Jun. 16 5th Annual Family 
& Friends Day Hillcrest Community 
Center & Park, 1800 SE 21st.  Activi-
ties include: Essay award, scholarship 
award, Comedian Ed Davis and gift 
basket raffle.  Kid’s activities, first 160 
kids swim for free.  Emcee Eugene 
Williams, Executive Director of KTWU 
and Donna Rae Pearson, Local history 
Librarian.  Food and craft vendors. 
Noon - 8 p.m. Free 
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Wichita Community Briefs 

T
he City of Wichita’s Youth-Enrichment 
Services program is back again after a 
successful first year.  The program for 

youth ages 5-18, offers a packages of services 
designed to help community youth have a 
fulfilling summer.  

The program runs June 1 - Aug. 31 and 
makes available to youth:
•BusrideswithWichitaTransit
•FreeentrytoanyWichitapublicswimming
pool
•FreegolfandfootgolfatLWClappGolf
Course 
•Check-inchallengesandfinewaivers
for past due accounts at any Wichita Public 
Library
•Freesummermealsavailableatvarious
locations.  

To participate in the program, youth must 
pick up their say YES! Pass at the Wichita 

Wichita coalition 
Pushing for sales tax 

increase to fund Police 
and fire 

Anewlyformedgrouped,calledtheWichita
Community Safety Coalition has announced 
plans to push for a .25% sales tax increase to 
fund shortfalls they see in funding for the City’s 
PoliceandFireDepartments.

The coalition, composed of police and 
firefighters, plus local business leaders, said 
theywillfirstpresenttheideatotheWichitaCity
Council.  If the council doesn’t approve the tax 
increase,coalitionmemberssaytheywillgather
signaturesforaballotinitiative,withhopesof
getting the issue on the November 2018 ballot.  

“The police officer’s union appreciates the 
opportunity to be a part of a community driven 
effort to increase the number of officers,” said 
RobertSchmeidler,presidentoftheWichitaFra-
ternal Order of Police. “The City has reached a 
criticalpointinsafetywherewecan’tadequately
meettheneedsoftheCitywithoutadditional
officers and resources.”

Duringapressconferencetoannouncetheir
plans, Wichita firefighters also spoke about 
reduced response times due to annual budget 
cuts and under staffing.  

ParticiPants in leaP 
camP Will Publish their 

oWn book 
SummercampersintheLiteracy,Entrepre-

neurship and the Arts Project Summer camp 

willbeexposedtoaninterestingworldof
possibilities.  The camp, sponsored by Storytime 
Village, invites 3rd and 4th graders to join them 
foranadventureincreativewriting,illustration,
and book publishing.  

While the goal is to improve the student’s 
literacyskills,thesestudentwillalsogainthe
toolstobecomebookentrepreneurs.Bythe
endofthecamp,whichrunsfromJune4-29,
campparticipantswillhavewritten,illustrated
andpublishedtheirownbook.

ThecampwillbeheldatfromUrbanPrepa-
ratory Academy, 2821 E. 24th St, Wichita. Camp 
hoursareMonday–Friday,9a.m.–4p.m.
andregistrationis$200perstudent.Formore
information,gotowww.storytimevillage.orgor
call (316) 350-4511.  

eight-Week grouP 
Walking Program set 

for this summer 
Ifyourexcusefornotgettingoutandwalking

wasyoudidn’thaveanyonetodoitwith,that
excusehasbeentakenaway.Anewsummer
healthandfitnessprogram,WintheDay,is
organizingtwowalkinggroupsonTuesdaysand
Thursdays.Anearlymorninggroupfrom8–9
a.m.willmeetatFairmountParkandanevening
group,from8–9p.m.willmeetatGoCreate,
thenewWichitaStateUniversityBuildingon
17thSt.Theeight-weekwalkingprogramis
from June 5 through July 26 and culminates 
witha5KWalk/RunonSat.,July28from8-11
a.m.atFairmountPark.

Ifyouwanttolearnmoreplanonattending
the kickoff celebration on Sat., June 2 from 3-5 
p.m.atFairmountPark.Joinyourneighbors
forafuntimeintheparkwithfoodandactivi-
ties.   The program, including the kick-off are 
free and open to all.  More information and 
updatescanbefoundatwww.wichita.edu/win-
theday.  

Thewalkingprogramissponsoredbythe
Shocker Neighborhood Coalition, Wichita State 
UniversityandWichitaParkandRecreation.

next steP meetings 
Planned to discuss 

keePing Wichita 
children safe

GlobalFaithinAction,BeyondTolerance,
andtheCityofWichitaareholdingafollow-up,
next-stepsmeetingintheirmovement,“Keep
Our Children Safe.”  The group initially met in 
AprilatCenturyII.Thenext-stepsmeetingswill
beheldonThurs.,May31,7p.m.Duringfour
meetings held simultaneously across the City, 
participantswilldigfurtherintothefindings
from Aprils meeting.  Parents, students, educa-
tors,lawenforcementofficers,oranyonewho
cares about children are invited to participate.  

Meeting locations are:   
North  2220 N. Yale 
East  7011 E. Central 
South 1130S.Broadway
West   745 N. Westlink 
To register to attend one of the events, go to 

https://www.beyondtolerancewichita.org

“say Yes!” summer incentives for Wichita Youth return

City Kicks off Summer Program With SayYES Day on June 4 

W
ichita Federal Credit union will host 
sayyeS day on mon., June 4 from 
noon – 3 p.m. at the Downtown 

Wichita Transit Center, 214 S. Topeka. 
This will also be an appreciation party for 
all Wichita Transit riders.  SayyeS! Day 
includes:
•  FREE lanyards for the first 100 youth to 
register for a sayyeS! pass
•  Sponsor booths with information on sum-
mer activities
•  Popcorn and lemonade (water will also be 
available)

•  Music
•  Games for all ages and activities with the 
Park & Rec recreation station

youth and adults can receive free indi-
vidual training on how to read transit route 
schedules and maps, use the bus locator 
app, where to find bus stops, how to know 
what bus they need to board, how to request 
a stop and any other questions.

Parents/guardians will be able to open a 
Wichita Federal Credit union savings ac-
count for their kids on 

To open an account for those under 18 

years of age, a parent/guardian should bring:
•  Social Security Card
•  Valid e-mail address
•  Valid Driver's License or government is-
sued Photo ID
•  $25 which serves as membership depos-
ited into a new Savings Account
•  Current residential address (proof of 
residency if address does not match govern-
ment issued photo iD)

Parents can also visit with Park & Recre-
ation to learn more about what they offer.



Wichita News

Transit Center, 215 S. Topeka.  A parent or 
guardian must be present to register each 
child.  

Formoreprogramdetails,visitWichita.

gov/sayYES.
SayYES!IssponsoredbyWichitaFed-

eralCreditUnionandWichitaCommunity
Foundation.

College Standouts 
Sought for Career 
Advancement Program

Rising college juniors, seniors and recent 
college graduates are invited to apply 
to participate in the annual Collegiate 

Career Advancement Program presented by 
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Alpha Nu Boule.  

The  program, designed to help participants 
prepare for internships, their first career position  
or graduate school, will be held June 1-2 at 
newman university.  

Participants will be exposed to a rigorous, 
but enjoyable program with relevant content in 
five main areas:  resume/interview critiques by 
local human resource professionals, profes-
sional relationship management, navigating the 
graduate school landscape, achieving leader-
ship excellence, and professional development. 

Additional benefits include:  social interaction 
with other CCAP participants, opportunity to 
network with professionals across Wichita, and 
learning from an outstanding group of speakers 
and presenters.  

Eligible students will have a minimum 3.0 
GPA (a 2.8 GPA candidate may be accepted 
if they’re involved in extracurricular activities).  
CCAP targets minority students, but all appli-
cants will be considered.  Participation is limited 
to 50 applicants.  

To apply, complete an online application at 
ccapkansas.org, submit a professional resume 
(MS word or pdfs) and complete a one-para-
graph statement describing why you want to be 
in the program.  

.  
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Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207
316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Competitive Rates                  Quality Service         Monthly Payment Plans  
   Discounts Available      24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service 

s theme. The pro-

, and hearing from our fantastic keynote speaker Kaye Monk-Morgan. 

Ms. Gilkey is committed to empowering young women who face real challenges reach their 
fullest potential. In the program, Ms. Gilkey can only serve a set number of students so she is 

www.mhrsi.org

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

NEW HOMES FOR SALE WITH 

INCREASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY                             

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.







 * Call In 316-201-4949

OPEN
MON-SAT
11am-8pm

FISH
& MORE

MONDAY
SPECIAL

TUESDAY
SPECIAL

Whole
Catfish

 Dinner w/ 2 Sides & Drink

Catfish
Nuggets

with 1 Side & Drink

2021 S. Oliver

MONDAY
SPECIAL

TUESDAY
SPECIAL

$7

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL
2 Pc. Catfish Steak w/ 1 Side & Drink

$5

$5

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

11 am - 9 pm

Smoked turkey legS
Weekends 

only

STRIKES

When

Disaster

 
24 HouR 
on Call 
SERvICE

Trust S.T.o.P.

316-304-7717

Local Owners - 

Primus Singleton III & IV

Residential • Commercial 
wichita.stoprestoration.com 

A
viation Pathway, a new proposed 
high school aviation curriculum, 
should be available win Wichita 

Public Schools beginning fall 2018 if ap-
proved by the Kansas Board of Education 
this summer.  Through the program, high 
school students will have the opportunity 
to receive their high school diploma and 
technical certificate at graduation creating 
the potential for immediate employment 
with the aviation industry.  

As outlined now, the Aviation Path-
way program will feature two distinct 

paths – Aviation Production and Aviation 
Maintenance.  Students will take classes at 
both the student’s home high school and 
at WSU Tech’s National Center for Aviation 
Training campus.  With the plan, students 
will also shadow or complete internships 
with employers during their final year.  

Wichita Public Schools plan to launch 
the program this coming year in four 
Wichita public high schools:  North, North-
west, Southeast and West.  Full implement 
program is expected for the 2019-2020 
school year.  

The idea for the program was generated 
by Textron Aviation.  

“With educators and business work-
ing together this new program will match 
industry needs and students with knowl-
edge and career opportunities,” said Jim 
Walters, Senior Vice President of Human 
Resources at Textron Aviation.  

It is expected that thousands of jobs in 
advanced aviation manufacturing will be 
available in Kansas during the next five 
years.  

Students who want to earn an Associate 
of Applied Science degree in Interactive, 
Digital  and  3D Technology can now com-
plete the program and be job-ready in only 
24 weeks, thanks to a “Fast Track” delivery 
method being launched this June at Butler 
Community College.

The Fast Track method is a highly 
intensive version of the traditional Interac-
tive, Digital and 3D Technology (ID3D) 
program Butler has offered for the past 
six years. The ID3D Fast Track requires 
the same 60-credit hours and contains 

the same rigorous course of study as the 
traditional two-year program, but this 
program is packed into a 24-week format 
for students who want to earn the degree 
in less time.

The program is designed to give gradu-
ates the knowledge needed for jobs such 
as game designer/developer, animator, 3D 
concept artist, virtual environment creator, 
storyboard artist and similar occupations. 
The demand for these jobs is rapidly 
increasing not only in fields such as gam-
ing, but also in the medical, aviation, film, 

automotive and other industries.  
For the Fast Track launch in June, 10 

students will be admitted as a cohort, 
taking all classes together for the full 24 
weeks. The cohort method helps students 
feel they are part of a team or learning 
community that promotes peer engage-
ment and tutoring, resulting in better 
academic outcomes, said Darryl Runyan, 
ID3D Department chair and associate 
professor at Butler.   

Financial aid is available for the ID3D 
Fast Track, Runyan said. 

Wichita SchoolS, textron and WSU tech annoUnce 
neW aviation PathWay 

Bcc introdUcing FaSt track digital and 3d  degree





Wichita Education Briefs

There’s something positive to be said about 
colleges and universities that are advancing 
economic mobility; taking the tough students 
and helping them move up in life.  That’s 
exactly what Wichita State University is being 
recognized for.  According to CollegeNET Inc., 
the university has consistently ranked among 
the top 4-6% of all schools on the Social 
Mobility Index, an indicator that reflects how 
effectively the university has been at enrolling 
students from low-income background and 
graduating them into promising careers.  

The goal of the SMI -- now in its fourth year 
-- is to help redirect the attribution of “pres-
tige” in the higher education system toward 
colleges and universities that are advancing 
economic mobility, the most pressing civic 
issue of our time.

 More than 47% of the freshmen who 
matriculated at Wichita State directly from 
high school in the fall 2017 came from 
families in which neither parent completed 
a four-year college degree. And the school is 
actively recruiting and successfully retaining 

low-income students throughout America’s 
heartland.

Wichita State’s care and concern has dra-
matically increased retention rates for degree-
seeking under-served students. Over 75% of 
the under-served cohort that matriculated as 
freshmen in 2016, for example, returned for 
a second year at Wichita State. The second-
year retention rate jumped higher, to 84%, for 
those freshmen who participated in Wichita 
State’s Multicultural Student Mentoring Pro-
gram.

WSU recognized For advancing economic moBility



 17

m
A

Y
 2

4
, 2

0
1
8   |     T

h
e

 C
o

m
m

u
n

iT
y

 V
o

iC
e

w
ic

h
it

a

Rise Up For Youth Host 
Annual Scholarship Event

D
avid and Lynn Gilkey, founders 
of Rise Up For Youth, held 
their “Developing Every Man’s 

Opportunity” Awards Luncheon on 
Apr. 28 at the Holiday Inn.

Lamont Carey  was the keynote 
speaker. Carey’s is a ex-prisoner whose 
mission is “ Saving Troubled Youth.” 
Mr. Carey is currently a renowned 
motivational speaker, re-entry expert 
and author from Washington DC. 

$500 scholarships were given to 
four young men. All  150 youth  who 
participated in the program received 
a certificate of participation and 
some received awards for having 
highest GPA and their community 
service. 

PhOtOS: 1. Pc Patton received the Person of the Year award and 2. Kareem 
collins received the Dedication award. 2. Keynote Speaker Lamont carey 
with Pastor Lincoln Montgomery.  3.  Rise Up For Youth Executive Director, 
ariel Roderiguez-williams with Rise Up founders, Lynn and David Gilkey.  4. 
the four $500 scholarship recipients were (L-R) Jose Ramos, Xran Sullivan, 
Jaquez hadley, and Jermaine Bell.

Photos by My Picture Man

1 2 3

5

4
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D
ouble Up Food Bucks, a food incentive program that helps low-income 
families eat healthier while supporting local farmers, is available now 
at farmer’s markets across Kansas.  Through the program, families that 

participate in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, also known 
as food stamps) can receive up to $25 in tokens per day for each dollar spent 
with their EBT card on SNAP-eligible items at the market. They can then use those 
Double Up Food Buck tokens to buy additional fresh fruits and vegetables on top of 
their initial purchases.

Food security and lack of nutrition are two sides of the same coin. In Kansas, 1 
in 8 people struggle with hunger, according to Feeding America; and in cases where 
food is available, it’s not 
always the most nutritious, 
but this is a program that 
helps get more nutritious 
food to those who often can’t 
afford it.  

Sunflower Health Plan is 
sponsoring the Double Up 
Food Bucks program at farm-
ers markets throughout the 
State of Kansas, making nutri-
tious, locally grown fruits and 
vegetables more accessible to 
families in need. 

Families Can Double Up on Fruits and 
Vegetables at Local Farmers Markets
Double Up Tokens are available at farmer’s markets in Wichita, 
Salina, Junction City, Manhattan, Topeka, and Kansas City.  



L
ead paint, or lead-based paint, is 
toxic and potentially deadly, espe-
cially for children.  That’s why the 

Wyandotte County Unified Government 
has a new program in place to bring 
attention to the dangers of lead-paint, 
test for its presence in homes, and 
where needed assist with controlling 
lead in homes.  

Under the program, the UG will 
come out and test for lead paint, and 
they will remove deteriorating lead 
paint.  

“If it is actually intact, they won’t re-
move it,” said Arlie Lindsey, a program 
coordinator with the UG’s Community 
Development Department.  

Lead paint becomes particularly 
dangerous when it’s chipped and flak-
ing.  A lot of the toxicity comes from 
dust particles released from those 
chips and flakes.  

Lindsey says they’re find lead-paint 
in highest concentrations in kitchens 
and bathrooms, around windows and 
doors.  That’s because adding lead 
to paint made it much more durable, 
which was needed in high traffic, high 
dirt areas like kitchens and bathrooms.  

While they may find lead paint on 
walls, it’s usually in very low concentra-

tions said Lindsey.  
Because lead is particularly toxic to 

children, the program is available to 
assist families with children under age 
six living in the home or visiting the 
home more than six hours per week 
or for homes where a member of the 
household is pregnant.   

Funds for the program are made 
available through a grant from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment and have strict qualification 
guidelines, including income.  

Minimum qualifications for partici-
pation in the program include:  

The 
individual 
must live 
in Kansas 
City, 

The 
person 
apply-
ing must 
have their 
name on 
the deed.  

The 
house has 
to have 
been built 

before 1978, 
Property taxes must be current or 

on a payment plan.   
Income qualifications are surpris-

ingly lenient.  Individuals (family size 
1) can earn up to $44,800 and qualify 
for participation in the program, with 
an additional $6,400 allowed in 
income per family in the household.  
So, the maximum income allowed for a 
household of four is $64,000.  

For more information or to see if 
you qualify for the program, contact 
the UG’s Community Development 
Department, at 701 N. 7th St., room, 

823, between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. or call 
(913) 573-5100.  

Lead exposure is checked through 

blood tests.  The test can be completed 
at the Wyandotte County Health Depart-
ment call (913) 573-6716.  
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Kansas City

New UG Program Offers Assistance With Lead Paint Removal 

L
ead was added to paint to 
accelerate drying, increase 
durability, maintain a fresh 

appearance, and resist moisture 
that causes corrosion. 

Lead in paint becomes an issue 
and the paint becomes especially 
hazardous when it begins to dete-
riorate, chips, flakes or dust from 
scraping or sanding are released 
into the air.  everyday activities 
that cause friction on surfaces, 
such as opening windows or 

doors, may also release lead dust.  
“A lot of people don’t really 

know how dangerous it is,” said 
Arlie Lindsey, program coordina-
tor, at Wyandotte County Unified 
Government Department of Com-
munity Development.  

Lead-based paint was certainly 
durable.  

“it had nice bright colors and it 
stayed on the walls.  It was great,” 
said Lindsey.  except for the fact 
that it was toxic.  

Why All the Lead in Paint 

Dangers of Lead 

L
ead can cause nervous 
system damage, stunted 
growth, kidney damage, 

and delayed development. it is 
dangerous to children because 
it tastes sweet which encour-
ages children to put lead chips 
and toys with lead dust in their 

mouths. Lead paint is danger-
ous to adults and can cause 
reproductive problems in men or 
women. Decreases in sperm pro-
duction in men have been noted. 
Lead is considered a possible 
and likely carcinogen. High levels 
may result in death.

Come Bike/Walk/Run 
kCk levee TRails 

Discover, enjoy and advocate for Kansas City 
Kansas’ Levee Trails along the Kansas and Missouri 
rivers by participating in Levee Fest 2018, on Sat., 
June 2.  The event will feature food, fun & family 
activities on the Armourdale Levee Trail. Don’t 
miss the 5K River Run starting at 8 am. The 6.7 
mile ride will start and end at the Levee Fest site.  
The ride begins at 9:30 a.m.  The festival continues 
to 2 p.m.  The Levee Fest begins at 555 River Park 
Drive, KCK.   Sponsored by BikeWyCo.  

Claim YouR voiCe! 
Claim YouR voTe!

Commissioner Gayle Townsend invites residents 
to join her for an informational session on the 
ABC’s of the voting process.  

Join Townsend and Wyandotte County Election 
Commissioner Bruce Newby on Sat., June 2 from 
10 a.m. to noon at the KCK Public Schools Central 
Administration Building, 2010 N. 59th Street, KCK.  

Newby will explain:

•TheABC’sofvotereligibilityandtheregistration
process
•Thevotingprocessatthepollsandadvance
voting options
•Howtomakechangestoyourregistration(e.g.,
name, address, party affiliation)
•Whenfelonyhistoryisnotabarriertoclaiming
your vote in Kansas
•Newvoterregistrationapplicationswillbeac-
cepted on the spot!
•AndMore!

This event is open to the public.   All Are 
Welcome!

kCkCC offeRing kids 
on Campus summeR Camp 
Kansas City, KS community members will now 

have an alternative resource for summer camps 
with Kansas City Kansas Community College’s Kids 
on Campus Program.

The summer program will be offered from June 
4 to July 27 and is for children eight to 18-years-
old. Campers will have the opportunity to increase 

their knowledge, skills or simply have fun. Experi-
enced and motivated faculty and staff will encour-
age and challenge students in an atmosphere that 
supports inquiry and exploration through a variety 
of courses. Each day campers will experience a 
comprehensive program with a mixture of sports, 
science, mathematics and critical life skills.

Tuition is $79 per week or only $569 for all 
eight weeks.  Register now at app.campdoc.com/
register/kckcc. Transportation will be offered for 
District USD 500 students. 

For further questions, please call KCKCC Con-
tinuing Education at 913-288-7660.

Keep kids active this summer at the Olathe Com-
munity Center

 olaThe CommuniTY CenTeR 
offeRing YouTh pass

The City of Olathe is offering Youth Pass, a 
three-month pilot membership program for kids 
ages 10 to 17. For a one-time fee, Youth Pass 
members will have full three-month access to 
the Olathe Community Center, including the gym, 

pool, fitness floor, and group exercise classes. 
Children ages 12 to 15 must attend an equipment 
orientation before using fitness equipment. The 
Youth Pass can be purchased for $75 for Olathe 
residents and $84 for non-Olathe residents.

 nominaTions open foR 
olaThe CommuniTY aWaRds 

The City of Olathe’s Human Relations Commis-
sion (OHRC) and Persons with Disabilities Advi-
sory Board (PDAB) are accepting nominations for 
the 2018 Olathe Community Awards and Accessible 
Community Awards 

The awards are designed to celebrate busi-
nesses, civic organizations, and individuals who 
have made a significant contribution to enhance 
human rights, equality, cultural diversity, and the 
pursuit of disability inclusiveness. Award winners 
are honored at the annual Community Awards 
Banquet, to be held at 6 p.m., Thursday, October 
11, at the Olathe Community Center.

Visit OlatheKS.org/CommunityAwards to see a list 
of awards categories and submit a nomination.

Kansas City, KS Community Briefs 






Homes with children younger than six years old are being heav-
ily targeted for participation in this program  
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L
et’s Move WYCO, a 5K color run, walk and bike, 
along with a free health fair and community block 
party, was held May 19, at the New Bethel Church in 

Kansas City, Kansas, Pastor A. Glenn Brady.
The event, held by the NBC Community Development 

Corp., focused on fetal and infant mortality.
The health fair included testing and resources from 

a number of community organizations and free blood 
pressure, diabetes, biometrics, prostate cancer, clinical 
breast and dental exams.

The community block party included a lip sync battle.  
There were bike giveaways, inflatables, carnival games, 
popcorn, snowcones, basketball skills competition, kick 
ball, dunk tank and other events.  Community barbers 
were on hand to give haircuts.

Let’s Move WYCO Holds 5th Annual Health Fair

1
2

3 4

5

Photos by The Community Voice

PHOtOs:  1.  (L-R) UG employees 
arlie Lindsey, and anthony Lee  gave 
out information on the know Lead Pro-
gram.  2. Hygienist from swope Health 
services were on hand to give dental 
exams.  3. comedian carrington Lopez 
shows off the latest copy of the com-
munity Voice.  4. Dimonic Mckinzy 
gives stephon Moore a nice cut.  5. 
Pastor a. Glenn Brady of new Bethel 
church enjoys carnival treats

Saturday, June 9, 2018 | 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. | FREESaturday, June 9, 2018 | 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. | FREE
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art joins JuneteenthKC in 

commemorating the abolition of slavery in the United States.

Saturday, June 9 | 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art
45th & Oak | nelson-atkins.org

Saturday, June 16 | Noon to 9 p.m.
The Historic Jazz District

18th & Vine | Juneteenth-kc.com 

Howard alumni Present 
musical “memPHis”

The Howard University Alumni Club of Greater 
Kansas City present their Annual Bison Bash, a 
fundraiser for their scholarship fund.  This year, 
the event will be a special performance of the mu-
sical “Memphis” by the Black Repertory Theater 
of Kansas City.  The play, set in 1950s Memphis, 
TN, is based loosely on the life of Memphis disc 
jockey Dewey Phillips.  The event will be held on 
Sun., June 10, at the Gem Theater, 1615 E. 18th 
St., KCMO. The evening begins with a reception at 
6 p.m., with the play beginning at 7 p.m.  Tickets 
are $50.  Purchase online at Eventbrite.com, 
search Bison Bash.  

This scholarship event financially supports 
area students who have been accepted to attend 
Howard University.   

watkins cultural center 
oPening new exHibits Fea-

turing tHree artists 
“Ben Mercer- a Retrospective Exhibition on 

Women” now on display at the Bruce R. Watkins 
Cultural Heritage Center

The Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage Center 
is showcasing three exhibitions created by local 
African American artists:   Ben Mercer, Endia 

Lasker, and Eboni Feaster. The artists were 
selected through the “Local Kansas City Artist 
Initiative.”  

The main exhibition is “a Retrospective Exhibi-
tion” by local artist and photographer, Ben Mer-
cer. An exhibit opening reception will be held on 
Fri., June 8, 6-8 p.m. The event is free and open to 
the public. Food & beverages will be provided.  

To RSVP or for more information about the ex-
hibitions, call 816-513-0700.  The Center is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

 Free Home buyers 
seminar June 21 

You want to buy a house, but not quite sure of 
the what, when, where and how?  Then plan on 
attending a free homeownership workshop on 
Thurs., June 21, 6 p.m. at Ches Inc., a non-profit 
housing counseling and financial empower-
ment organization., located at 3125 Gilham 
Plaza, KCMO.  AT the workshop, you’ll learn: 
how to clean up your credit, the full process of 
purchasing a home, what to expect when getting 
pre-qualified for a home loan, what’s involved in 
a home inspection and how to protect your invest-
ment.  To register, go to www.eventbrite.com/e/
home-buyers-seminar-tickets or call (816) 268-
3877.  Leave your name number on voicemail.  

KCMO Community Briefs 
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 21NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

Date of Publication: May 24, 2018
City of Wichita Kansas, Responsible Entity

455 N. Main Street – 10th Floor
Wichita, KS 67202

(316) 462-3721

These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the City of Wichita Kansas.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or after June 6, 2018, the City of Wichita will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for 
the release of HOME Investment Partnerships Program funds under Title II, Section 212 of the Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing 
Act of 1990, as amended, to undertake the following project:

Project Title: Wichita Habitat for Humanity Single-Family In-fill Homeownership

Purpose: Wichita Habitat for Humanity (HFH) proposes to acquire 16 vacant lots located in the 1100, 1200, and 1300 blocks of North Estelle 
Street and Volutsia Street in Wichita Kansas. HFH and its volunteers will construct a single-family home on each lot. All houses will have a slab-
on-grade foundation, and an appropriately sized floor plan for the family that purchases the house. HFH proposes to use two basic models that 
can be adapted between two-bedrooms and six-bedrooms. All houses will have front porches and single-car attached garages. The infill housing 
models will blend with existing houses in the neighborhoods. The construction will make a positive impact and increase the property values in 
the area. This project will not lead to a change in land use.

The City of Wichita will provide HOME-funded development subsidy (gap) financing for the construction of single-family homes on the 
subject lots.  Development subsidy financing could be as much as $30-50,000 per single-family home.  Buyers of homes developed with HOME 
Program development subsidy financing will receive HOME-funded down payment/closing costs assistance loans in connection with the pur-
chase, in an amount not to exceed $21,110.  Buyers of homes constructed by HFH for which HOME Program development subsidy financing 
was not provided, may also receive HOME Program-funded down payment/closing costs assistance loans in an amount not to exceed $21,110.  
It is anticipated that development/construction of homes in this proposed project could occur over a period of years.  

Location: 1100, 1200, and 1300 blocks of North Estelle Street and Volutsia Street in Wichita Kansas.

Estimated Cost: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development HOME Investment Partnerships Program funding $850,000. The total 
project cost is approximately $1,360,000.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Wichita has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental 
Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in 
the Environmental Review Record (ERR) on file at the City of Wichita Housing and Community Services Department at 455 N. Main Street – 
10th Floor during regular office hours where the ERR can be examined when the record is available for review and may be examined or copied 
weekdays 8:00AM to 5:00PM.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the City of Wichita. Those comments should be addressed 
to Brad Snapp, Housing and Community Services Department, 455 N. Main Street – 10th Floor, Wichita KS 67202. All comments received by 
5:00 PM, Thursday, June 5, 2018, will be considered by the City of Wichita prior to authorizing submission of a request for a release of funds. 
Comments should specify which Notice they are addressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The City of Wichita certifies to HUD that Robert Layton, in his capacity as Certifying Official consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have 
been satisfied.  HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City 
of Wichita to use HUD HOME Investment Partnerships Program funding in the amount of $850,000.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City of Wichita’s certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated 
submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was 
not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Wichita; (b) the City of Wichita has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding 
required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal 
agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environ-
mental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall 
be addressed to the HUD Region VII Community Planning and Development Director at the HUD Kansas City Regional Office, Gateway Tower 
II, 400 State Avenue, Kansas City, KS 66101. Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Robert Layton, City Manager
Certifying Officer

ing the summer months of June through 
September, and $3.15 per kilowatt during 
all other months. That amount is added to 
your bill each month in addition to your 
base service fee and power usage charges 
(remember, under this plan, this rate is 
lower than the regular usage rate).  

As proposed, the peak usage plan is 
an option for most customers, and if it’s 
approved, customers need to look at their 
electric consumption habits and decided 
which plan  -- peak usage or traditional 
-- works best for them.  However, Westar’s 
rate increase request seeks to make the 
peak efficiency rate plan mandatory for in-
dividuals with solar panels.  Depending on 
how they use energy, projections are this 
new plan could increase a solar customer’s 
bill by 30 to 50%.  

Westar believes solar customers aren’t 
paying their fair share.  Remember, Westar 
says it costs them a minimum amount just 
to get electricity to any customer’s house -- 
including solar customers.  So when solar 
customers have $0 bills or even negative 
bills, Westar says other customers are pay-
ing their share and the KCC agrees.  

The KCC has previously said utilities 
may charge additional fees for people who 
generate some of their own power, based 
on the premise these customers don’t pay 
their fair share of the cost of maintaining 
the power grid, which they still rely on to 
some extent.  
A PArtiAlly Offsetting 

rAte DecreAse  
The KCC is also considering a merger 

request between Westar Energy and Great 
Plains Energy, Inc., the parent company 
of KC power & Light.  The new company 
would service 1 million Kansas customers 
and nearly 600,000 in Missouri.  

The companies project, if they’re al-
lowed to merge, they will be able to pass 
along to their customers an initial $35 mil-
lion in savings, in addition to the $1.5 mil-
lion savings from tax savings to be passed 
on to customers this September.  Offsetting 
those decrease against Westar’s $54 million 
requested increase, would net a $17.5 mil-
lion increase.  In that case, Westar projects 
the increase for the average 900 watt user 
would see a  $2.80 per month increase in 
their bill, versus the almost $6.
HOw tO cOmment

1. Go to the KCC website (www.kcc.
ks.gov) and click on the “Your Opinion 
Matters” link to enter a comment. 

2. Call the Commission's Public Af-
fairs office at 1-800-662-0027 or 785-
271-3140. 

WESTAR

from page 6
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Campbell, Elvin “Johnny” B.  64, died 
05/22/18.  Service pending

Coston, Jimmie, 72, died 5/11/18.  
He was a retired construction worker.  
Service will be held 5/24/18, 1:00pm at 
New Beginning 7th Day Adventist.  He is 
survived by: sister;Izecta Coston-Laskey , 
daughters; Tina Robertson , Deidra Collins 
Ingram , Bernice Harbert , Dana Coston, 
Brittaney Mitchell, Cassandra Coston, 
Miesha Newton, sons; Donald Harbert  
and Ike Coston.

Davenport, Ramona Sue, 57, died 
5/17/18.  Service is pending.  She is 
survived by: daughter; Paige Alexandria 
Davenport.

McKee-Kemp, Mary Ann, 74, died 
5/12/18.  She was a retired Via Christi St. 
Francis Registered Nurse and DaVita Dialy-
sis Employee.  Service will be held 5/24/18, 
11:00am at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  She 
is survived by: spouse; George McKee Sr., 
spouse; John H. Kemp, parents; James and 
Evangelist Othel Leigh, sons; James and 

George McKee Jr, brother; Jimmy Leigh and 
sister; Minister Bobbie Ballinger.

Morris, Marsha Ann, 67, died 5/9/18.  
She was a retired Medical Coder and 
Floral Designer.  Service was held 5/19/18 
at West Heights United Methodist Church.  
She is survived by: daughters; Michelle 
Flores and Wendy Hunter.

Clement, Orlando, 52, died 5/9/18.  
Service was held 5/19/18 at Strangers Rest 
Baptist Church.  

Jones, Josephine, 78, died 5/13/18.  
Service was held 5/19/18 at Biglow Fu-
neral Home Chapel.

Kindred, Larnce, 82, died 05/22/18.  
Service pending

Rogers, Robert Lee, 71, died 5/16/18.  
Service was held 5/23/18 at Robert J. 
Bethea Jr. Funeral & Cremations.

Hullaby, Dexter Gene, 52, died 5/12/18.  
Service will be held 5/24/18, 11:00am at 
Forest Grove Baptist Church.

Leak, Kimberly Camille, 51, died 
5/11/18.  Service was held 5/18/18 at Oak 
Ridge Baptist Church.

Patterson, Johnie Mae, 72, died 
5/15/18.  Service was held 5/23/18 at 
Salem Baptist Church.

Grant, Land Suave’, 27, died 5/12/18.  
Service was held 5/18/18 at Antioch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

Newman, Ella, 86, died 5/12/18.  Service 
was held 5/18/18 at Peaceful Rest Funeral 
Chapel.
  

Watkins, Jessie James, 87, died 5/9/18.  
Service was held 5/17/18 at Second Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

R. J. Bethea

Wichita

Maple Grove Cemetery 
Established 1888

316.682.4821
maplegrovewichita@gmail.com

BECAUSE WE CARE...

• NON-PROFIT 
• NON-SECTARIAN 
• PERMANENT CARE 
1000 N. Hillside
Wichita, Kansas 67214

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

Peaceful Rest

Topeka

Penwell-Gabel

Junction City

The City of Overland Park has two Code Compliance 
Officer I positions available in the Community Services 
Division of the Planning & Development Services 
Department. To apply, please go to www.opkansas.org. 
EQ/M/F/D/V
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For Your Special Memorial 
Call Us For Prices At

(316) 681-1155
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F
ounded in April 2001 and with a 
present membership of nearly fifty 
African-American seniors, mem-

bers of the African American Council of 
Elders ~ Wichita/Sedgwick County are 
often asked who we are and what we 
do.   Our goal is to assist in improving 
the lives of all those in our communities, 
with an overall focus on strengthening 
those organizations who are working on 
our behalf.  Our mission, based on that, 
is “to provide wisdom, guidance and en-
couragement to all community organiza-
tions that are diligently working 
toward getting solutions to the 
many problems that continue to 
exist in our communities.” 

Our most recent initiative, 
assisted by funding from The 
Kansas African American Affairs 
Commission via assistance from 
the Kansas Health Foundation, is 
organizational capacity building 
focused primarily on grassroots 
organizations whose work 
focuses on the needs of 
individuals at the lowest, 
least influential level of our 
society or community, and 
who are often disregarded 
or neglected when actions 
and policies made at 
higher levels impact their 
lives.  

Our goal is to work 
together to create an 
environment for collective 
impact, starting first with 
organizations’ ability to 
communicate with each 
other and the communi-
ties we serve in the most 
effective ways possible.  
We are looking to build a 
“collective communication 
strategy” that connects, 
strengthens and mobilizes 
the many communication 
channels already available 
for use and increasing the 
overall effectiveness of all 
of them.  

We need your help to do 
this! If you represent a lo-
cal grassroots organization 
and are interested in being 
a part of this initiative --- 
with launch date of July 21, 
2018 --- please contact our 

Council Administrator, Elder Wakeelah 
Martinez at aaelders.wichita@gmail.com 
no later than June 30 or go to our Event-
Brite page and RSVP. In the meantime, 
please watch this space as we endeavor 
to share the collective “Wisdom of 
the Elders” on a variety of topics and 
concerns impacting our community.  In 
addition, if you have specific questions 
or concerns or topics you’d like to dis-
cuss, please feel free to contact us at the 
above reference e-mail, and your topic 
may be explored further in this column, 
which will be featured monthly.  We look 
forward to hearing from you!

 
The Wichita Sedgwick County Community Action Partnership 

(WSCCAP), a division of the City of Wichita’s Housing and Community 
Services Department, has been awarded a $30,000 Community Service 
Block Grant to fund job training programs for youth ages 18-23 who are exiting foster care.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty estimates, there are 27,528 children 
in Sedgwick County living in poverty.  The CSBG federal funding will provide foster care 
youth with an opportunity to receive vocational training, housing resources and case man-
agement activities designed to result in self-sufficiency. These interventions will promote a 
successful transition to adulthood and facilitate a natural path out of poverty.  

This targeted population has a variety of barriers which include work experience, stable 
housing, and transportation. The innovative project aligns with the City’s Comprehensive 
Housing Policy to maintain housing affordability. “Providing 21st century skills will ensure 
wages are higher so that housing remains affordable for this clientele,” John Hall, the Hous-
ing and Community Services Director, said. 

To learn more about the Youth Employment and Training Program for youth exiting 
foster care, please contact WSCCAP Manager Michelle Rucker at (316) 462-3775.  

CITY OF WICHITA LAUNCHES 
A JOB TRAINING PROGRAM FOR 

YOUTH AGES 18-23 
WHO ARE EXITING FOSTER CARE SYSTEM.

PUBLIC NOTICE

2018-2019 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

The City of Wichita has developed a 5-year Consolidated Plan to identify spend-
ing priorities for funds received from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to benefit low and moderate income citizens.  A summary of the 
5th program year action plan is now available for public review and comment.  The proposed plan 
will be available from May 16, 2018 through June 14, 2018 at City Hall, all Neighborhood Resource 
Centers, the Central Library, as well as the Ford Rockwell, Lionel Alford, Westlink, and Maya 
Angelou branch libraries.  It will also be available at the City of Wichita’s Housing and Community 
Services Department, located on the 10th Floor of City Hall, 455 N. Main, Wichita, Kansas, 67202.  
The proposed plan can be reviewed online at www.wichita.gov.  Comments regarding the plan 
may be submitted through June 14, 2018 to:  City of Wichita, Housing and Community Services 
Department, 455 N. Main, 10th Floor, Wichita, Kansas, 67202, by telephone to 316-462-3734, or 
by e-mail to mstanberry@wichita.gov.  There will be a public hearing on this matter during the 
City Council Meeting on Tuesday, June 19, 2018, at 9:00 AM.  Oral comments can be made at the 
meeting.  Individuals who require auxiliary aids and services for effective communication with City 
of Wichita personnel should contact the Office of the City Manager, 316-268-2468 as soon as pos-
sible, but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event or appearance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

City of Wichita Housing Authority

2018, Section 9 Public Housing Smoke-
Free Policy

The City of Wichita Housing Authority Board will hold 
a Public Hearing on July 17, 2018, during the regularly 
scheduled City Council Meeting, which begins at 9:00 
AM in the City Council Chambers on the 1st Floor of 
City Hall located at 455 N. Main, Wichita KS.  The 
Hearing is being held to receive comments and approve 
the implementation of a Smoke-Free policy for all of the 
Wichita Housing Authority’s Section 9 Public Housing 
units and common areas.  This policy has been man-
dated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development in 

Notice PIH-2017-03: HUD Guidance on Instituting and 
Enforcing Smoke-Free Public Housing Policies, (Federal 
Register 5597-F-03) issued on February 15, 2017.  The 
proposed policy is available for public review at the 
Housing and Community Services Department at 455 
N. Main Street, 10th Floor, Wichita KS, Monday – Friday 
between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM or online 
at https://www.wichita.gov/Housing/Pages/default.aspx 
beginning May 31, 2018. 

Written comments will be accepted at Housing and 
Community Services, 455 N. Main, 10th Floor, Wichita 
KS, 67202 until 5:00 PM on July 16, 2018.  Anyone who 
requires ADA accommodations for the public hearing 
may make a request at least 48 hours in advance of the 
meeting by calling 462-3721 or the Kansas Relay Center 

at 711 for the hearing and/or speech impaired.

Wisdom of the Elders

M
ay is a busy month  with 
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, 
and graduations.  But what 

many may not know is that May is also 
National Foster Care Month. This is the 
time where we say “Thank you” to the 
over 2,700 families who have opened 
up their hearts and homes to the over 
7,500 children in foster care in Kansas. 

Looking at those numbers you can 
immediately see that the math does not 
work. Unfortunately, there is a shortage 
of foster families across Kansas.

Not everyone is called to foster, just 
like not everyone is called to become a 
pastor, a social worker or a mission-
ary. However, being called to become 
a foster parent is just as important and 

just as needed. Those who make the 
decision to become foster parents, do 
it because they love children. Those 
who choose to stay foster parents, do it 
because they want to make a difference 
in the life of a child.

Then there are those who believe 
they are “called” to foster. Those are 
the ones who go out of their way to try 
and build a relationship with the child’s 
family because they know and see how 
important the child’s family is to them. 
These are the people who see a family in 
need of assistance to get their lives on a 
better path. They don’t see the parents 
and caregivers as “monsters” or “bad 
people,” but as people who have fallen 
and need help to get back up.

Becoming a foster parent is not for 
the weak at heart. But it is for those 
who have the ability to walk in patience, 

administer 
grace and 
mercy, as well 
as shower love 
on the hurting; 
parent and child. It’s for those whose 
passion is to restore the family and help 
children to once again enjoy being a 
child.

To all those who have heard and 
accepted the call to foster children and 
help families, thank you. To those who 
have been thinking about fostering, 
take the next step to learn more. And 
finally, to those who never had a desire 
to foster, learn the many other ways you 
can reach out to help a child. You’ll be 
glad you did.

For more information about fostering 
in Kansas call Foster Kansas Kids 1-844-
380-2009.

Fostering: Answering the Call
By Min. Nina Shaw-Woody, LMSW
Kansas Family Advisory Network

By Dr.  Maaskelah Thomas

Shaw-Woody

Wichita African American Council of Elders
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Join Google for free  

workshops to help you grow  

your skills, career, or business.

WHEN:

May 30
WHERE:

Wichita State 

University
Hughes Metro Complex  

5015 East 29th St N 

Wichita, KS 67220

WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Get Started with Code

Reach Customers Online 

with Google

Get Started with  
Email, Spreadsheets,  
and Presentations

RSVP:

g.co/GrowWichita


