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Black Man Convicted by All-
White Jury Seeks New Trial
An all-white jury in 1977 convicted 

Johnny Gates sentencing him to die. Now 
in 2018, he is asking for a new trial.

‘Black Panther’ Puts Spotlight 
on Question of Connection
“Growing up, we used to get 

made fun of for being African. Now ... 

we’re in, we’re cool.”

Graduation Rates Stagnant 
for Teams in Men’s NCAA 
Tournament

A study of teams in the NCAA Tournament 

shows that graduation rates for men’s 

basketball players have become stagnant 

and that the sport’s governing body may need 

to raise academic standards to get them 

moving upward again.

Bombing Suspect is Dead, 
But Why Did He Target 
Austin, TX?

Suddenly, the “Keep Austin Weird” slogan 

doesn’t feel so fun anymore.

Kobach Running With Ex-Rival 
and Business Hartman in 
Kansas Governor Bid

Kris Kobach picked a former Republican 

rival Wednesday to be his running mate in 

his campaign for Kansas governor. 

Our Top 5 Online Stories 

I
f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly on our 
website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up to receive 
our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between each bi-weekly 

issue of “The Community Voice.”  Here’s just some of what you missed 
during the last two weeks. 
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Claytoonz  by Clay Jones

Providing a full range of services to 

meet your health care needs, including:

Our Services

Let Loving Touch 

contact your Insurance 

Provider for you.

Care Givers

•Light Housework
•Companionship
•Shopping &   
     Errands
•Meal Preparation
•Local     
    Transportation
•Laundry
•Toileting
•Medication 
     Reminders

RN’s & LPN’s

•Medication/   
     Special 
     Assessment
•Physical Therapy
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty 
    Nursing
•Medication 
    Set-Up

HHA’s

•Bathing
•Medication    
    Reminders

Call (316) 269-3368 today!

1631 E 17th St. N
Wichita, KS 67214
Fax: 316-269-2744

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

 

DO THEY SAY,

“YOU LOOK LIKE 

YOUR MOM?”

Mother 
Daughter 
LOOK-A-LIKE

CONTEST  

9th Annual 

THEN PLAN TO ENTER OUR 

ENTRY OPENS 
MARCH 4, 2018

Deadline to enter  April 13, 2018 

Enter online @ 
www.communityvoiceks.com

The Peoples Choice Award Returns PLUS 
loads of great prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place winners.

1st Place

Melissa Nevins & her 
Daughter Katelyn Nevins 
were the 1st place winners 
in 2017 out of a field of 63 
sets of contestants.

Top Photo Front Cover: Beau Cameron Reese Morgan,  
Mr. Beautillion XLIII
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QUEEN LATIFAH’S 
MOTHER DIES AFTER 
LONG BATTLE WITH 

HEART FAILURE
Queen Latifah’s beloved mother, 

Rita Owens has died. The rapper/
singer/actress has been her mother’s 
caretaker for several years while she 
battled a heart condition. 

The actress released a statement 
stating her mother passed away 
March 22 after a longtime battle with 
heart disease.

"It is with a heavy heart that I share 
the news my mother, Rita Owens 
passed away today," Latifah said in a 
statement to CNN. "Anyone that has 
ever met her knows what a bright 
light she was on this earth. She was 
gentle, but strong, sweet, but sassy, 
worldy but pragmatic, a woman of 

great faith and certainly the 
love of my life."

Latifah has been open 
about her mother's struggle 
in interviews and on social 
media.

The mother-daughter duo 
filmed a spot for the Ameri-
can Heart Association last 
year, in which Latifah said her 
mother's strength after her 
diagnosis inspired her.

Latifah is currently starring on the 
Fox show “Star.”

ABC PULLS 
‘BLACK-ISH’ EPISODE 

OVER ‘CREATIVE 
DIFFERENCES’

The ABC family sitcom “black-ish” 
has not been shy about plunging into 

difficult and controversial 
issues, like the 2016 election, 
racial slurs and police brutal-
ity. But a recent politically 
charged episode was pulled 
after a dispute between the 
network and Kenya Barris, the 
show’s creator.

“Given our creative dif-
ferences, neither ABC nor I 

were happy with the direction of the 
episode and mutually agreed not to 
air it,” Mr. Barris said in a statement.

The episode, titled “Please, Baby, 
Please,” was slated to air on Feb. 27 
but was replaced by a rerun. Accord-
ing to Variety, the episode centers 
on Dre (Anthony Anderson) telling 
an improvised bedtime story to his 
infant son that touches on social and 
political issues in the United States, 
including a debate over the right of 
athletes to kneel during the national 
anthem.

“One of the things that has always 
made “black-ish” so special is how 
it deftly examines delicate social 
issues in a way that simultaneously 
entertains and educates,” a network 
representative said in a statement to 

Variety. “However, on this 
episode there were creative 
differences we were unable to 
resolve.” 

Television episodes being 
pulled off the air is rare but 
not unheard-of.  

“black-ish” is in its fourth 
season. The show has drawn 
solid ratings, earned Emmy 
nominations and led to a 
spinoff, “grown-ish,” airing 

on Freeform.

JOHN LEGEND 
SEEKS NEW HOME 

FOR ‘UNDERGROUND’
More than three months after WGN 

America officially canceled “Under-
ground,” 
executive 
producer John 
Legend is 
still fighting 
to find a new 
home for a 
third season 
of the series 
about the 
underground 

railroad and the race from the slavery 
of the South attempted by thousands.

“The cast, producers and our stu-
dio Sony Pictures remain committed 
to a future for ‘Underground’ because 
of a belief that this story is important 
and invaluable,” Legend wrote in an 
op-ed he released on social media, 
“and it remains our hope that not 
only is there a future for this show, 
but for many others like it.” 

After two acclaimed seasons, the 
series created by Misha Green and 
Joe Pokaski was deep-sixed by WGN 
on May 30. The ax fell less than three 
weeks after the Season 2 finale of the 
series starring Jurnee Smollett-Bell 
and Aldis Hodge.

50TH COMMEMORATION OF 

                       MARTIN’S DEATH 

Join us for a

PEACE, 
LOVE & 
DR KING 

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 4, 2018
5:30-6:30PM 

McAdams Park 
Recreation Center 
North Stage 
1329 E. 16th Street 
Wichita, KS

A multi-cultural & multi-generational coming together for

Pastor 
Jermaine 

Pennington 

Lacey
Cruse 

Singer

Pastor 
LeSean 

Tarkington

A.J. 
Bohannon

Activist

Analisa
Cerda 

Spoken Word

Roy 
Moye III
Singer Music, Spoken word, Empowerment & Call to action 

Marty
Hanks 
Actor

Sponsored by:  WICHITA BRANCH NAACP PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTER

 

Darrius
Ray

Singer

•

•

•

.





4

F
E
A
T
U
R
E

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

| M
A

R
C

H
 2

9,
 2

01
8

T
he results are supported by 
one of the most extensive 
studies in our nation’s history.  

Researchers looked at the earnings 
of 20 million children born between 
1978-83 and combined it with census 
data and linked children to parents 
who claimed them as dependents on 
income tax returns from 1989 – 2015.  

According to the study, led by 
researchers at Stanford, Harvard and 
the Census Bureau, income inequality 
between Blacks and whites is driven 
entirely by what is happening among 
these boys and the men they become.  
Though Black girls and women face 
deep inequality on many measures, 
Black and White girls from families 
with comparable earnings attain simi-
lar individual incomes as adults.  

FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS 
The study, based on anonymous 

earnings and demographic data for 
virtually all Americans now in their 
late 30s, debunks a number of other 
widely held hypotheses about income 
inequality.  

Black children are much more 
likely to grow up in a single par-
ent household with less wealth and 
parents with lower levels of educa-
tion – all factors that have received 
attention as potential explanations for 
Black-White disparities.  But, when the 
researchers in this study compared 
the outcomes of Black and White men 
who grow up in two –parent families 
with similar levels of income, wealth, 
and education, they still found the 
Black men had substantially lower 
incomes in adulthood. 

Perhaps more controversially, 
some people choose to contribute 
the differences in racial disparities to 
cognitive ability.   Gaps in test scores 
on standardized tests are often used 
to support this position.  These test 
gaps are substantial for both men and 
women.  If such inherent differences 

existed between races, the fact that 
Black women have outcomes compa-
rable to White women --despite having 
much lower test scores  -- suggest 
that standardized tests do not provide 
accurate measures of difference in 
earning ability.  

A more likely possibility, the au-
thors suggest, is that tests scores don’t 
accurately measure the abilities of 
Black children in the first place.  

If this inequality can’t be explained 
by individual or household traits, 
much of what matters probably lies 
outside the home – in surrounding 
neighborhoods, in the economy and 
in a society that views Black boys 
differently from White boys, and even 
from Black girls.  

“One of the most popular 
liberal post-racial ideas is 
the idea that the fundamental 
problem is class and not race, 
and clearly this study explodes 
that idea,” Ibram Kendi, a 
professor and director of the 
Antiracist Research and Policy 
Center at American University 
told the New York Times. “But 
for whatever reason, we’re unwilling 
to stare racism in the face.”

OTHER RACES  
The research makes it clear there is 

something unique about the obstacles 
Black males face.  

They studied the earning potential 
of five racial and ethnic groups – 
Hispanics, Whites, Black, Asians and 

American Indians.  By analyzing rates 
of upward and downward mobility 
across generations for these groups, 
they quantified rates of upward mobil-
ity by race.  

They found Hispanic Americans are 
on a path that has them moving up 
substantially in income distribution 
across generations.    While the His-
panic rate of upward income mobility 
across generations is slightly below 
those of Whites, they have the potential 
of closing that gap.  

Asian immigrants have much 
higher levels of upward mobility than 
all other groups, but Asian children 
whose parents were born in the U.S. 
have levels of intergenerational mobil-
ity similar to White children.  

In contrast, Black and American 
Indian children have substantially 
lower rates of upward mobility than 
the other racial groups.  For example, 
Black children born to parents in the 
bottom household income quintile 
have a 2.5% chance of rising to the 
top quintile of household income, 
compared with 10.6% for Whites.  

HYPER-STEREOTYPED 
Other studies show that boys, 

across races, are more sensitive than 
girls to disadvantages like growing 
up in poverty or facing discrimina-
tion.  While Black women also face 
negative effects of racism, Black men 
often experience racial discrimination 
differently.  As early as preschool, they 
are more likely to be disciplined in 
schools.  They are pulled over or de-
tained and searched by police officers 

more often.  
“It’s not just being Black but being 

male that has been hyper-stereotyped 
in this negative way, in which we’ve 
made Black men scary, intimidating, 
with a propensity toward violence,” 
Noelle Hurd, a psychology profess at 
the University of Virginia, told the New 
York Times.  

She said this racist stereotype has 
particularly hut Black men economi-
cally, especially in a new economy 
where service-sector jobs have 
replaced many of the manufacturing 
jobs that previously employed men 
with less education.  

The study also showed 21% of 
Black men raised at the poverty level 
were incarcerated, according to the 
2010 census.  Black men raised in 
the top 1% by millionaires, were as 
likely to be incarcerated as White men 
raised in households earning about 
$36,000.  

FATHERS AND MENTORS 
The study looked at differences in 

earning potential based on neighbor-
hoods and found only a few neighbor-
hoods were poor Black boys did as 
well as Whites.  While there were few 
of these neighborhoods, they found 
these neighborhoods had two things 
in common:  low levels of racial bias 
among Whites and high rates of father 
presence among Blacks.  

Black men who grew up in tracts 
with less racial bias among Whites – 
measured by testing for implicit bias 

The Black Male Economic Gap  

See GAP page 10

As adults, Black boys, whether they grew up 
in wealth or in poverty, still earn less that 
White boys who grew up in comparable 
backgrounds.  It’s a relationship that holds 
true even for Black boys who grew up in some 
of the country’s wealthiest households and 
neighborhoods. 

In fact, a study released earlier this months, 
show that Black children have much lower 
rates of upward mobility and higher rates of 
downward mobility than White children, but 
it’s a statistic that is totally driven by Black 
males.  For Black women, no such earning 
gap exists.  
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National  

S
tephon Clark is the latest name 
on a list of black men killed by 
police: Michael Brown, Tamir 

Rice, Eric Garner and Walter Scott, 
among others.

"I know there could have been 
another way," his brother Stevante 
Clark told CNN Sacramento affiliate 
KOVR. "He didn't have to die."

Stephon Clark, 22, was shot and 
killed the evening of Sun., March 11 
in his grandmother's Sacramento 
backyard by officers who believed he 
was pointing a gun at them, accord-
ing to police. No weapon was found, 
only a cell phone.

Two officers -- one of them Black 
-- have been placed on paid admin-
istrative leave amid a use of force 
investigation in a case that sparked 
protests on the streets of Sacramento 
and the arena where an NBA game 
was played Thursday night.

Stephon Clark is remembered as 
outgoing, a father of two young sons 
who was trying to turn his life around 
despite previous trouble with the law, 
his brother said.

"He was arrested before, but he's 
been different lately," Stevante Clark 
told CNN sister network HLN.

"He really changed his life. He 
was a people person who everybody 
wanted to be around. We came from 
underprivileged, broken homes, but 

he didn't care about nothing else but 
his kids."

Stephon Clark liked football, sneak-
ers and video games, the Sacramento 
Bee reported.

Made 'money selling shoes'
"He was like Ric Flair," Stevante 

Clark said, referring to the stylish 
wrestler. "He was an entrepreneur. He 
would make money selling shoes."

The shooting happened on Sunday 
after 9 p.m., when Sacramento of-
ficers responded to a report that a 
man had broken car windows and was 
hiding in a backyard. They pursued a 

man who hopped a fence 
into the grandmother's 
property.

The shooting was 
captured by the two of-
ficers' body cameras and 
a police helicopter; that 
footage was released has 
already been released by 
the police in an effort to be 
transparent.

The body camera videos 
show the brief encounter 
between police and Clark, 
lasting less than a minute, 
from the moment one of 
the officers yelled: "Hey, 
show me your hands. Stop. 
Stop."

Police said the officers 
entered the front yard and saw 
the suspect along the side of the 
home. The man "turned and 
advanced toward the officers 
while holding an object" extended 
in front of him, according to the 
police account.

"Show me your hands!" one of the 
officers yelled. "Gun, gun, gun."

Seconds later, officers opened fire 
as they took cover near a wall.

His relatives have hired civil rights 
attorney Ben Crump, who repre-
sented the families of Trayvon Martin, 
Michael Brown and others.

“Where is the restraint when it 
comes to our children and our lives,” 
said Crump during a press confer-
ence.  

"The shooting death of Stephon 
Clark is an all-too-common tragedy," 
Crump said in a statement. "It is yet 
another troubling example of a young, 
unarmed black man being shot by 

police under highly questionable 
circumstances."

Police said they found at least three 
vehicles with damage they believe 
Clark caused, as well as an adjacent 
residence with a shattered sliding 
glass door. Deputies in the helicopter 
witnessed him shatter the door, police 
said.

Who Was Stephon Clark?

T
he Supreme Court has already 
heard a major case about 
political line-drawing that has the 

potential to reshape American politics. 
Now, before even deciding that one, the 
court is taking up another similar case.

The Supreme Court will hear 
evidence this week that Democrats 
try to game the political system with 
the same zeal employed by Repub-
licans. They just don't have as many 
opportunities.

The challenge mounted by op-
ponents of Maryland's congressional 
district lines will give the court a 
second opportunity within six months 
to find a blatantly partisan election 

map unconstitutional — something it 
has never done before.

Across the nation, hundreds of 
members of Congress and thousands 
of state legislators are elected in 
districts drawn to favor the party that 
controls state government. That has 
largely favored Republicans during the 
past decade, as the justices heard in 
October when confronted by Wiscon-
sin's partisan artistry. 

The lines in some major states are 
so one-sided that Democrats would 
need a landslide in November to win 
control of the House of Representa-
tives, a new report by the Brennan 
Center for Justice at NYU School of 

Law estimates. In Ohio, Michigan and 
North Carolina, where Republicans 
control a combined 31 of 43 seats in 
Congress, the report says Democrats 
would need to win the statewide vote 
to add any more House seats.

The case heard this week will give 
the high court a chance to see how 
Democrats designed Maryland's map 
with similar strong-arm tactics. That 
could help assuage Chief Justice John 
Roberts' concern that appearing to 
favor one party over another would 
affect the court's "status and integrity" 
in the eyes of average Americans.

By focusing on partisan line-draw-
ing in states controlled by Democrats 

as well as Republicans, "the Supreme 
Court can say partisan gerrymander-
ing is wrong whether it's done by 
Democrats or Republicans, and this is 
why we need to rein it in," says Kathay 
Feng, national redistricting director 
for Common Cause.

The Maryland map in question gives 
Democrats a virtual lock on seven of 
eight seats in the House of Represen-
tatives. The Wisconsin map debated 
last fall has left Republicans with 63 
of 99 seats in the lower house of an 
otherwise politically balanced state.

"In taking these two cases, the 
Supreme Court wants to say some-
thing about partisan gerrymandering. 

It's clear the Supreme Court is not 
walking away from the issue," said 
Michael Li, senior counsel at the New 
York University law school's Brennan 
Center for Justice.

Decisions in the Maryland case and 
the earlier one from Wisconsin are 
expected by late June.

That ruling is not likely to change 
district lines this year in any of the 
cases being challenged – including 
North Carolina and Texas.  However, 
final decisions striking down political 
maps would alter the playing field 
for 2020 and affect the redrawing of 
lines in many more states in 2021 and 
thereafter.

Supreme Court Expresses Interest in Ruling on Political Gerrymandering 

P
olice officials in Sacramento, 
California, boast about their use 
of body cameras, and the quick 

release of the footage they capture, 
as centerpieces of a larger effort to 
improve the public's trust.

But the fatal shooting by police of-
ficers last week of an unarmed black 
man, Stephon Clark, has exposed 
a potential flaw in that effort and 
opened up a new front in the national 
debate over body cameras: officers' 
ability to turn off the microphone on 
the device.

Body cam footage from the two 
officers who shot Clark in a residential 
backyard after dark on March 18 
includes the chase, one officer shout-
ing "gun" in a mistaken belief that 
Clark was armed, then the gunfire. It 
also covers the aftermath, as backup 
arrives and the officers walk to the 
street. During their exit, one officer 
says, "Hey, mute." Then the audio on 
both cameras goes silent while the 

video continues to show authorities 
responding to the scene.

Why the officers muted their body 
cameras remains unclear. Police 
Chief Daniel Hahn said last week 
that he could not explain it. He said 
there were "various reasons" why 
officers would turn off their cameras' 
audio, but he would not say if the 
Clark shooting was one of them. The 
muting, he said, would be part of his 
agency's investigation of the shooting.

The unanswered questions 
about the muted cams have stoked 
suspicion among Clark's family and 
protesters, who have criticized the 
shooting as an illegal use of force.

"When I heard [about the muted 
cameras] I felt it was intentional," 
Sonia Lewis, a cousin of Clark's, said 
last week. "You're muting something 
you don't want the public to hear what 
you're saying, and that means that if 
you don't want the truth to come out 
then all of it is a lie."

Why Did Police Mute 
Their Bodycams?
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K
ansas Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach got a tongue lashing 
last week from a federal judge, 

during a contempt of court hearing.  
The lashing comes from what U.S. 

District Judge Julie Robinson said 
was Kobach’s attempts to repeatedly 
skirt her orders.  

Robinson, a George W. Bush ap-
pointee, and Kobach, a candidate for 
governor, have been at it for nearly 
two years since Robinson ordered 
him to fully register would-be-voters 
in Kansas who attempted to register 
at driver’s license locations across 
the state.  Their applications lacked 
birth certificates or other documents 
Kobach demanded under a 2011 
Kansas law.

A series of back-and-forths 
between Kobach, the ACLU and the 
judge since then have turned on 
what actions were needed to meet 
the court’s order. They centered 
on requiring Kobach to ensure the 
registrants would know they could 
vote, and that county election officers 
would know to treat them the same 

as other voters.
The ACLU argued Kobach didn’t 

follow through. Robinson will 
consider whether to hold him in 
contempt, while working on a ruling 
in this month’s trial against Kobach.  
(See article this page for details on 
voting trial). 

 “It’s an election year, your 
honor, and there's no more time for 
games,” ACLU lawyer Dale Ho told 
Robinson.

Kobach, who hopes to be Kansas’ 
next governor, asked the judge not to 
find him in contempt. The Repub-
lican candidate argued he doesn’t 
control the county officials who 
carry out logistics such as sending 
postcards to voters to let them know 
where their polling stations are.

“We ask them to do things. We 
plead with them to do things,” he 
said. “If the counties did fail, it was 
their mistake.”

That’s one of the things the ACLU 
said has been a problem: Not all the 
voters protected by Robinson’s 2016 
preliminary injunction have been 
receiving the postcards.

Robinson, at times sounding 
livid with the secretary, gave him a 

dressing-down.
“These people are not second-

class registered voters,” she told 
him. “You assured me that they had 
or they would get the postcards.”

She questioned why Kobach had 
had no problem getting Kansas’ 105 
counties to require birth certificates 
and similar documents from voters 
in recent years, yet denied he could 
make them mail postcards or comply 
with other aspects of her orders.

Kobach is a key backer of 
President Donald Trump’s claim that 
Hillary Clinton won the 2016 popular 
vote because of millions of illegal 
ballots. He led Trump’s now defunct 
election integrity commission.

He urged the Kansas legislature to 
adopt a law that required would-be 
voters, starting in 2013, to show 
passports, military papers, birth cer-
tificates or other documents proving 
they are citizens.

That prompted a lawsuit by the 
League of Women Voters, who say it 
decimated voter registration drives, 
and by Kansans who say they were 
blocked from voting because they 
lacked such papers.

The ACLU is representing them. It 

says Kobach can’t enforce his law on 
voters who register while getting or 
renewing their driver’s licenses be-
cause they are protected by the 1993 
Motor Voter Act. That law created the 
streamlined process for registering 
to vote at driver’s license offices, 
where around 40 percent of Kansans 

put themselves on the voter rolls.
To win his case, Kobach had to 

prove a significant number of non-
citizens illegally registered to vote 
and that making people show proof 
of citizenship is the only way to stop 
it.

Kansas State News   

Federal Judge Scolds Kobach, 
May Find Him in Contempt 
By CELIA LLOPIS-JEPSEN
Kansas News Service 

CANNABIS EXTRA BILL 
PASSES KANSAS HOUSE 

Following a fight in the Kansas 
Chamber, the House passed a bill 
allowing the sale of some products 
containing a cannabis extract, can-
nabidiol, commonly called CBD. 
Those products can’t contain THC, 
the compound in marijuana that gets 
people high.

One of the uses of the CBD oil is 
treating seizures. Families have asked 
lawmakers to legalize the product to 
treat their children. 

House members still need to take 
a final vote on the bill. If they approve 
it, there will be conference committee 

including House and Senate lawmak-
ers. When the legislation passed the 
Senate it did not include the CBD 
provision.

The legislation was also amended 
in committee to remove kratom from 
the list of illegal drugs. It’s a supple-
ment used by people trying to wean 
themselves off opioids.

HOUSE BARELY REJECTS 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
A vote on medical marijuana failed 

on the Kansas House floor earlier this 
week, but the closeness of the 54-69 
vote and the hour of emotional testi-
mony that preceded it made advocates 
more confident that Kansas is now 

closer to joining the 30 states that 
allow marijuana by prescription.

Rep. Cindy Holscher, a Democrat 
from Olathe, introduced medical 
marijuana as an amendment to a bill 
to legalize products containing a can-
nabis extract.  

SENATE COMMITTEE 

PASSES BILL LOWERING 
SALES TAX ON FOOD

The Senate Tax Committee passed 
a bill that would reduce sales tax on 
food on July 1, 2019, from the current 
6.5% to 4%, at the cost of $176 million 
to the state budget. On July 1, 2020, 
the sales tax on food will be reduced to 
2%, at the cost of $294 million.

Reducing sales tax is seen as a big 
benefit to low and middle income 
Kansans, who spend a larger percent-
age of their income on food – a basic 
necessity.  Kansas is one of just a hand 
full of states that tax groceries.  

KANSAS COMMITTEE 
HOLDS HEARING ON 
EXPANDED CONCEAL 

CARRY FOR TEACHERS

The Kansas House Insurance Com-
mittee held a hearing on the Kansas 
Staff as First Emergency Responder, a 
bill that would virtually require school 
districts to allow all teachers to carry 
guns.  

Currently School districts can vote 
to allow teachers to conceal carry but 
most cite increased insurance costs as 
a reason they don’t allow it.  HB 2789 
would require insurance companies 
to have issues insurance to school 
districts that allow conceal carry and 
force them to continue to offer the 
district’s reasonable rates.  

If districts fail to pass concealed 
carry, the bill makes it clear they 
could be found negligent in the case 
of shooting related incidents on 
school property.  

In addition, the bill requires 
schools to create comprehensive 
school safety plans.  

Kansas Legislative Briefs

U.S. District Judge Julie Robinson 
will rule in both a contempt of court 
hearing against Kansas Secretary of 
State Kris Kobach and on whether 
evidence exist of enough voter fraud 
to justify the strict proof of citizen-
ship requirements Kobach cham-
pioned as a prerequisite to register 
to vote.  If he’s found in contempt 

of court, Kobach could be fined, 
receive jail time, or disbarred.  

Robinson was one of eight women 
featured in our Feb. 15 special sec-
tion Women Making History.  Learn 
more about Robinson in this article, 
online at www.communityvoiceks.
com.

See CONTEMPT page 10
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Dream big with 
a small down 
payment.

Are you ready to buy a new home, 
but worry about the down payment? 
You deserve to dream big…even 
if your down payment is small. 
That’s why for more than a century, 
Commerce Bank has worked with 
homebuyers — just like you — to 
turn big dreams into reality.

816.760.1347
commercebank.com/mortgage

www.mhrsi.org

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

NEW HOMES FOR SALE WITH 

INCREASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY                             

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









Wichita Calendar

Apr.   4  MLK 50: A Com-
memoration of the Assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr at Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church, 2727 E. 25th at 6:30 p.m..  
Guest Speaker will be Joanna Shenk 
author of “The Movement Makes Us 
Human”.  Presented by the Greater 
Wichita Ministerial League. Story 
Page 9. 

4  Peace, Love and Dr. King: 
A 50th Commemoration of 
Martin’s Death at McAdams Park, 
North Stage, 1329 E. 16th from 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by The 
Community Voice, Wichita Branch 
NAACP and Peace & Social Justice 
Center.  For more details see ad 
page 3 of story page 9.

7 2018 Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Parade at Central & 
Main.  Parade starts at 10:30 a.m.  
Community Block Party from 11:30 
a.m.-2 p.m.  Children’s activities, 
food trucks, live music, donut 
eating contest, law enforcement 
displays and more. 

14  From Darkness to Light: 
A Discussion on the Mental 
Health of Black Women at 
HealthCore Clinic, 2707 E. 21st  
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  Speakers are: 
Annie Montgomery, Dr. Rhonda 
Lewis, and  Marvell Sosa.  Refresh-
ment will be served. Sponsored by 
Black Women Empowered.

12 Keep Our Children Safe will 
be at Century II  Exhibition Hall, 
225 W Douglas at 6:30 p.m.  Ev-
eryone is invited to come see how 
to work together to keep children 
safe.  Register at www.beyondtol-
erancewichita.org .  Sponsored by 
City of Wichita, Beyond Tolerance 
Wichita and Global Faith

14  Medical Mission at Home:  
A Day of Free Healthcare at 
Mueller Elementary, 2500 E. 18th 
and Atwater Resource Center, 2755 
E. 19th from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.   
On-line sign-up at viachristi.org/
medicalmission.  

14  Kansas Kids in Crisis, What 
Can You do to Help?  Special 
guest includes Family Court Judge 
Kevin Smith, with non-profit panel-
ist from CASA of Sedgwick County, 
Emberhope, Youth Thrive, Pure 
and Simple, and Urban Prepara-
tory Academy.  Moderated at John 
Asebes, KSN 3 news reporter.  From 
1 - 3 p.m at WSU Hughes Metro-
plex, 5015 E. 29th St.  

21 Free Cancer Screenings Ma-
sons will host free cancer screen-
ings at Haysville United Methodist 
Church, 601 E. Grand Avenue from 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public. Physi-
cians from KU Med Center will join 
Midwest Cancer Alliance to provide 
free skin and prostate screenings 
and colon cancer home kits. Open 
to the public, the screenings are 
among 20 the Kansas Masonic 
Foundation will host in 2018. For 
more information call 316-990-
7843.

28 5th Annual African Cul-
tural Fundraising Event at Red 
Roof Plus, 7335 E. Kellogg, doors 
open at 5 p.m.  Food, drink and 
entertainment.  Tickets are $35 and 
can be purchased by calling (316) 
351-3061, 393-3935, 682-1961 
or 616-5306.  All proceeds are for 
the PS Njie Foundation working to 
help the poor and needy of Gambia, 
Africa.

Wichita Community Briefs 

T
he Wichita Workforce Center, 
2021 N. Amidon Suite 1100, is 
offering workshops as part of the 

Youth Employment Project 2018. Reg-
istration is now open for workshops.  

YEP applicants must be at least 16 
years old by June 1, 2018 to partici-
pate in a work experience.  The YEP 
Workshops are open to all applicants, 

14 and older.  The curriculum is 
designed to teach business etiquette, 
customer service, money handling 
and address the unspoken rules of the 
workplace.  Young adults will earn a 
badge for each workshop they com-
plete and a Certificate after completing 
the series of three workshops (Work-
place Etiquette, Financial Literacy and 

Wichita Youth Employment Project Offering Employment Workshops
Keys to Employment) at the Wichita 
Workforce Center. The workshops are 
held in one-day sessions from 9 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. 

“Youth work experience opportuni-
ties are declining. We are making a 
concentrated effort to work with other 
community organizations and busi-
nesses to provide jobs to youth so they 
can obtain the necessary skills needed 
for a future career,” said Keith Lawing, 
president and CEO of Workforce Alli-
ance of South Central Kansas. 

Dates of the upcoming workshops 
are May 24, 30, 31 and June 5, 6, 12, 
& 14.  

In addition, young adults who attend 
the YEP workshop will be eligible to 
attend two YEP job fairs on May 25 and 
June 8. Employers from the community 
looking to hire for summer jobs will at-
tend and some will conduct interviews 
on the spot. 

To register for workshops, youth 
should go to www.workforce-ks.com/
yep.   Prior to attending a workshop, 
youth must go to www.KANSASWORKS.
com and register with a PLUS account 
(no cost).

Lynette Woodard BasketBaLL open Gym 
scheduLe announced 

Youth and adult basketball open gym is available at The Lynette Woodard 
Center, 18th and Volutsia, through May 6.    Adult Open gym, age 18 plus, is 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1 to 3 p.m., Wednesdays from 5:30 - 8 p.m. 
and Sundays (except Easter) from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.  

Youth Open Gym, ages 8-14, is Saturdays, 1 - 3 p.m. and  open gym for 
youth ages 8-17 is Monday - Thursdays, from 3:30 - 5  p.m. .  Open gym is 
free for youth, but there is a $1 fee for adults.  

VoLunteer kansas acceptinG 
appLications for seed Grants

Volunteer Kansas is offering organizations in Kansas the opportunity to 
apply for Seed Grants in the amount of $500. Grants are given to help support 
service projects that will engage volunteers. 

Ten grants will be awarded in May for use before Dec. 31, 2018. The ap-
plication process is simple and requires up to three paragraphs explaining 
the project, how volunteers will participate, and who the project will benefit.  
Applications are due by April 30  For more information email  contact@volun-
teerkansas.org.  

Wichita state researchers study 

the history of LocaL entrepreneurs
A team of researchers at Wichita State University are exploring nonwhite (or 

“ethnic”) entrepreneurship in Wichita and are inviting local business owners 
to fill out a survey.The survey asks about how and why entrepreneurs got in-
volved in the business, the nature of the business and the support they receive.

The survey can be accessed at http://bit.ly/EntrepSurvey. 
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n April 4, 1968 at 6:01 p.m. 
CT, a shot was fired that 
would reverberate throughout 

the world.  It was the shot that killed 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as he 
stood on the balcony of the Lor-
raine Motel in Memphis, TN.  King, 
a clergyman, civil rights activist and 
proponent of non-violence, had died 
a violent death.  

Despite their success at silenc-
ing King, the shot didn’t silence the 
movement, and only strengthened 
his legacy, as indicated in part by the 
growing interest in the observance 
of the 50th anniversary of his death.  
For the past year, organizations and 
individuals across the country have 

been honoring King’s legacy with 
programming, research, symposiums, 
conferences, even new books and 
documentaries, all culminating with a 
crowded calendar of events planned 
around the April 4th anniversary.  

The focus of the planned recogni-
tion ceremonies are in Memphis, 
where King died and in Atlanta, where 
he was born and the home of The 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for 
Nonviolent Social Change.  

Although there has been a national 
holiday as a celebration of King’s 
birthday since 1983, the commemo-
ration of the 50th anniversary of his 
death appears to be about more than 
the typical “I Have a Dream,” and 

“We’ve Been to the Mountaintop,” 
that the birthday celebrations have 
turned into.  Somehow this half cen-
tury recognition has more depth and 
purpose.  With the theme, “Where 
Do We Go From Here?,” the national 
recognition, “MLK50,” is looking 
back at the movement and what it 
accomplished, but also forward to the 
work that still needs to be done and 
how it can best be addressed.  

Although April 4 will be challeng-
ing for the King family and for many 
others around the world, Dr. Bernice 
A. King, CEO of The King Center and 
MLK’s daughter, stressed, “Our family 
encourages you to not be angered 
by my father’s death; be bolstered by 

his teachings and awakened by his 
work.”

That awakening is at the core of 

most of the books, films, sympo-
siums, collaborations, and simple 
gatherings associated with MLK50.  

Nation to Remember King on 50 Anniversary of His Assassination   

F
or decades, Memphis shoul-
dered recognition as the place 
where King was killed.  The 

assassination was a burden to the 
community until 1991, when the 
converted Lorraine Hotel opened as 
the site of the National Civil Rights 
Museum.  Since then the museum has 
become one of the most visited attrac-
tions in the City, attracting more than 
300,000 guests per year.  

Building further on the city’s con-
nection to King, Memphis has been 
building up to this anniversary with a 
series of events spanning the past year.  
The National Civil Rights Museum is at 
the center of the celebration, but the 
rest of the City is involved and orga-
nizations from across the country are 
making the trip to Memphis as part of 
the commemoration.   

For the past year, under the theme 
MLK50 and #MLK50, the National Civil 
Rights Museum has sent out weekly 
achievable action steps individuals 
can take towards achieving King’s 
legacy of peace.  Activities planned 
during the week include the MLK50 
Symposium: Where Do We Go 
From Here?, on April 2 and 3.  The 
symposium will convent scholars, 
historians and thought leaders from 
across the country to present on the 
state of civil and human rights issues 

and racial and economic equity 50 
years after the death of King.  The key-
note speaker for the April 2 sold-out 
luncheon is former Attorney General 
Eric Holder.  

The 
Symposium 
is planned in 
conjunction 
with the Uni-
versity of Mem-
phis where 
individuals can 
attend a King 
Film festival 
and see a hand 
written copy 
of King’s 
“WE Shall 
Overcome” 
speech, 
complete with 
handwritten 
notes, on display in the university’s 
library through April 16.  

On April 4, attention returns to the 
Civil Rights Museum with a National 
Day of Remembrance.  At 3:30 p.m., a 
ceremonial "Laying of the Wreath" 
will occur on the balcony outside 
King's Room 306 at the Lorraine 
Motel; and at 6:01 p.m. the museum 
with participate in the national “Bell 
Toll.” 

The day will conclude with "An 
Evening of Storytelling" featuring 
such storied civil rights warriors, 
scholars and young innovators as 
— to name only a few — Children's 
Defense Fund founder Marian Wright 
Edelman; Georgia Congressman and 
Selma voting rights campaigner John 
Lewis; 1960s civil rights student 
leader Diane Nash; Clarence Jones, 
who helped draft King's "I Have a 
Dream" speech; lawyer Mike Cody, 
who represented King in Memphis; 
and Bree Newsome, who gained 
national attention when she removed 
the Confederate flag from the South 
Carolina state house in 2015

The American Federation of State 
County and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), who represent the sanita-
tion workers King was in Memphis 
marching for when he was killed, the 
national NAACP, and Church of God in 
Christ (COGIC) are holding a series of 
activities in Memphis from April 2-4.  
In addition to planned workshops, 
conferences and youth town halls, on 
the evening of April 3, the group will 
return to Mason Temple Church of 
God in Christ, where King gave 
his prophetic "I've been to the 
Mountaintop" speech, the night 

T
he King Family and the King 
Center are at the Center of 
planned 50th Anniversary 

commemoration events in Atlanta.  
With activities beginning predomi-
nately on April 4, but continuing 
through Mon., April 9, the day 50 
years ago King’s funeral was held in 
that city.  

On April 4, the Kings will begin 
the day’s activities with the presenta-
tion of their annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Nonviolent peace Prize, the 
King Center’s highest award.  The 
awards program will be followed 
by invitational only luncheon at the 
MLK Community Center, at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, and at 7:01 p.m. ET, 
the King family will participate in the 
Global Bell Ringing and a laying of a 
wreath at the King tomb.  

Things pick back up in Atlanta 
on Sat., April 7 with a program for 

youth hosted by King grandchildren:  
Yolanda Renee King, granddaughter 
of Martin Luther King, JR. and Maryn 
Rippy, granddaughter of A.D. King, 
MLK’s brother. The program to be 
held at the Georgia Freight Depot 
runs from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will 
be emceed by Hudson Yang of ABC’s 
“Fresh of the Boat” sitcom.  

On Monday, April 9, at private 
memorial service will be held 
at 10:30 a.m. ET, at the Historic 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, the same 
church where King’s funeral service 
was held 50 years ago.  At noon ET,  
a planned March for Humanity will 
start on Jackson Ave. and end at the 
Georgia State Capitol, in the Liberty 
Park Plaza where a Love for Human-
ity Rally will be held.  

For more information about 
Atlanta events go to www.MLK50for-
ward.org. 

Memphis Will be a Hub for King 50 Commemoration  

As part of the 50th Anniversary of King’s death, a tolling 
of the bells has been planned to occur around the world 
at 6:01 p.m., the estimated time of the gun shot that took 
King’s life.  Bells are to ring 39 times, to match the age of 

King when he died.  

Bells to Ring at 6:01 p.m. for King  

King Family Will Lead Atlanta Tributes 







MLK 50  

See MEMPHIS page 9

Holder

Newsome
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O
rganizers in Wichita have 
planned two events for the 
King 50 commemoration.  

Although they’re both on Wed. April 
4, their scheduled so the dedicated 
can attend both, or maybe one of 
the events works better with your 
schedule.  

The first event, Peace, Love and 
Dr. King, will be held from 5:30 to 
5:30 p.m. on the stage north of  the 
recreation center, McAdams Park, 
16th and Ohio, Wichita.  This event 
will feature singing, spoken word, 
empowerment and a call to action.  
The second event, will feature a pre-
sentation by Joanna Shenk, author of 
“The Movement Makes Us Human.”  

Shenk will share the insight she 
gained about King and the movement 
through the interviews she conducted 
with some of King’s closest soldiers.  
Her presentation will be part of the 
commemoration service sponsored 
by the Greater Wichita Ministerial 
League beginning at 6:30 p.m. at Pro-
gressive Missionary Baptist  Church, 
2727 E. 25th St., Wichita.  

Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream of 
a “beloved community,” where men 
and women come together across 
races, not because it’s the law, but 
because in their heart they know it’s 
right,  is a driving focus behind a 
multi-generation and multi-cultural 
“Peace, Love and Dr. King,” 

“The tone for this event will be lite 
and harmonious,” said Bonita Gooch, 
editor-in-chief of The Community 
Voice newspaper, one of the event’s 
organizers. “There will be singing, 
spoken word performances, and an 
actor/orator delivering and abbreviat-
ed version of one of King’s speeches.”

Some of planned performers and 
participants include:  local activist 
A.J. Bohannon; vocalists Roy Moye, 
Jr., Lacey Cruse, and Darrius Ray; 
actor Marty Hanks; several spoken 
word artists including teen Analisa 
Cerda, and motivational speakers 
and pastors Jermaine Pennington 
and LeSean Tarkington.  Keeping 
the event upbeat will be D.J. David 

Cooksey, spinning songs 
of the movement and 
the 60s. 

At 6:01 p.m. the 
program will pause for 
the group to join in the 
national “Bell Ringing” 
in King’s honor.  

Wichita Plans King Commemorations on April 4 

K
ansas City organizers were 
motivated by the recent defacing 
of the John Brown memorial 

erected in Kansas City, KS near the 
Quindaro ruins, to hold a commemora-
tion ceremony in recognition of the 
50th anniversary of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s death at the foot of the Brown 
Memorial. 

On Sunday afternoon, March 18, the 
Brown statute was discovered to have 
been defaced with a swastika, “hail 
Satan,” and racial slurs.  

The defacing “reaffirmed the task 

and journey to improve relationships 
with our surrounding areas require 
more awareness and educational out-
reach,” said Marvin Robinson, II, with 
the Quindaro Ruins and Underground 
Railroad – Exercise 2018.    “We want 
to pause long enough in honor of and 
to pay homage to true freedom fight-
ers of different historical timelines, 
who gave all that they had to help our 
beloved nation secure a stronger more 
inclusive United States of America.”

The rally will be held on Wed., April 
4 at 4 p.m. at the foot of the Brown 

Statue, 27th and Sewell, Kansas City, KS.  
The community of Quindaro was a 

free-state port for abolitionists and a 
safe haven for those escaping slavery. 
It was also home to Western University, 
the first African-American university 
west of the Mississippi River, until the 
school closed in the 1940s.

John Brown, and abolitionist, made 
a name for himself in the Kansas Terri-
tory before leading a failed slave revolt 
at Harpers Ferry.  The Brown statute, 
made of imported Italian marble, was 
erected in 1911.  

KC King Event Planned at John Brown Statue 

Moye, III Cruse

Hanks BohannonPennington

“The Seminarian” 
Patrick Parr’s book chronicles 

the time when King was “a cautious 
19-year-old rookie preacher” out 
of Atlanta surrounded by a white 
staff and white teachers at Crozer 
Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania, 
and living in a dorm formerly used to 
house wounded Confederate soldiers. 
Described as “the first definitive, 
full-length account” of a period “long 
passed over by biographers and histo-
rians,” the book describes the young 
King as a pool-playing “prankster” 
and sometimes incautious plagiarizer 
who fell in love with a white woman 

but, more important, embraced his 
exposure to new viewpoints and cul-
tural backgrounds as he matured into 
the profound thinker remembered 
today. $26

“To Shape a New World”
Edited by Harvard professors Tom-

mie Shelby and Brandon M. Terry, the 
book offers “careful, critical engage-
ment” with King’s philosophy to help 
counter the misrepresentation of his 
ideas by right-wing commentators and 
those who benefit from a “romantic, 
consensus history that renders the civil 
rights movement inherently conserva-
tive.”  $35

W
hen a figure is as fundamental 
to our history and national iden-
tity as Martin Luther King Jr., is 

there anything left to learn about him?
Actually, it may be precisely because 

King is such a towering figure in our col-
lective memory that we tend to focus on 
a few big moments — Montgomery, Bir-
mingham, Selma and of course “I Have 
a Dream” — and let the rest fade into 
history, leaving us with more myth than 
man as time goes on. That’s the argu-
ment behind the new HBO documentary 
“King in the Wilderness,” a fascinating 
and poignant look at the less-examined 
final years of the man’s life, timed for the 
50th anniversary of his death.

It’s a compelling argument: Google 

a list of King’s iconic moments, and it’ll 
likely skip the years between 1965 and 
his 1968 assassination. Young people 
today are familiar with that iconic 1963 
speech at the March on Washington, 
but much less so King’s blistering 1967 
speech at Riverside Church in New York, 
excoriating U.S. involvement in Vietnam.

It was an agonizing moment for 
King, who felt he could no longer stay 
silent about the war but risked fury from 
across the political spectrum — including 
from some associates in the civil rights 
movement — by getting involved in the 
fray. The speech, feels Rep. John Lewis, 
another King friend interviewed here, 
was the best he ever gave: “He literally 
poured out of his heart the depth and 

essence of 
his soul.” Yet 
King was vili-
fied by many 
afterward, 
and felt both 
betrayed and 
abandoned.

Like that nug-
get on Belafonte 
“swan-diving” into the garbage pail, 
this film is filled with fascinating bits of 
information, culled from hundreds of 
hours of archival footage and count-
less photos. It veers from the very 
public to the deeply personal, including 
heart-wrenching scenes of King’s father 
collapsing with grief over his son’s coffin. 
A friend, Xernona Clayton, describes 
using the powder compact from her 
purse to fix the mortician’s messy work 
on King’s jaw.  

New HBO Doc Examines King's Challenging Final Years 






before he was assassinated.  
Among the featured speakers for 

that event, scheduled to begin at 6 
p.m., are Martin Luther King III, Dr. 
Bernice King, Bishop Charles Blake, 
Presiding Bishop of the Church of 
God and Christ and AFSCME President 
Lee Saunders.

On April 4, the NAACP is hoping 
to gather thousands for a march and 
rally.  The rally begins at 8 am. At the 
AFSCME Local 1733 headquarters, 
and continues with a march to Mason 
Temple.  President/CEO, Derrick 

Johnson, will be on hand to address 
the marchers NAACP.   

On April 5 — Organized by 
LeMoyne-Owen College, the 11 a.m. 
a "We Remember King: 50 Year 
Reflection and Memorial Service" at 
historic Metropolitan Baptist Church, 
767 Walker, Memphis.  This event 
is a recreation of a student-led 
memorial service that took place 
the day after King's assassina-
tion.

For more on Memphis MLK50 
events go to:  

www.mlk50.civilrightsmusuem.
org or http://action.naacp.org/page/s/
naacp-i-am-campaign

MEMPHIS

from page 8



A new HBO documentary charts the tumultuous, final few years of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life.  The film will premiere, April 2, 8 
p.m., just two days before the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s death. 

Read About Dr. King
The King anniversary inspired a lot of new books, 

including these. 
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* Call In 316-201-4949

OPEN
MON-SAT
11am-8pm

FISH
& MORE

MONDAY
SPECIAL

TUESDAY
SPECIAL

Whole
Catfish

 Dinner w/ 2 Sides & Drink

Catfish
Nuggets

with 1 Side & Drink

2021 S. Oliver

MONDAY
SPECIAL

TUESDAY
SPECIAL

$7

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL
2 Pc. Catfish Steak w/ 1 Side & Drink

$5

$5

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

or explicit racial hostility as 
demonstrated by Google searches – 
earned more and 
were less likely 
to be incarcer-
ated.  Poor Black 
boys did well in 
such places, but 
the presence of 
fathers in these 
neighborhoods 
didn’t result in a 
similar improve-
ment in outcomes 
for Black girls or 
White boys.  

Black father presence at the neigh-
borhood level was a predictor of 
Black boys’ outcomes irrespective of 
whether their own father was present 
or not, suggesting that what matters 
isn’t parental marital status itself, but 
rather community-level factors as-
sociated with the presence of fathers, 
such as role-model effects and their 
impact on improving neighborhood 
level social norms.  

Other studies have shown boys 
benefit more than girls from adult 
attention and resources, as do low-
income and nonwhite children.  Men-
tors who aren’t children’s parents, 
but who share those children’s 

gender and race, serve a particularly 
important role for Black children, 
said Hurd. 

It’s a finding that supports the 
needs for programs like President 
Barrack Obama’s My Brother’s Keep-
er, and other mentoring initiatives for 
Black boys.  Getting more positive 
Black male role models in the lives 
of young Black boys will make the 
biggest difference ever.  

GAP

from page 4



He denied allegations of voter 
suppression, and put experts on the 
stand to present polls and surveys 
that they say show almost all Kansans 
have easy access to documents like 
birth certificates. He also called wit-
nesses to bolster his case that there 
are thousands — or even several 
tens of thousands — of non-citizens 
already on Kansas’ voter rolls.

The ACLU said the polls and survey 

conclusions are statistical extrapola-
tions from questionable sources that 
make fatal math errors and assump-
tions that academics widely regard 
as bogus.

The scolding that Kobach endured 
Tuesday was just one of many he and 
his legal team received during the 
trial over the past few weeks. Rob-
inson repeatedly chastised them for 
attempting to submit evidence they 
hadn’t shown the ACLU in advance 
of trial, and for violating other court 
procedures.

CONTEMPT

from page 6





"There’s no magic potion that gets rid of a hangover," says George 
Koob, MD, director of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism (NIAAA). The only way you can avoid that tired-headachy-
nauseated feeling is to drink less.

But if you think you might overdo it, these steps could help tone 
down your morning-after symptoms.

PREPARE WITH PRICKLY PEAR
While most over-the-counter hangover remedies won’t help much, 

there’s one supplement that may do you some good -- but you'll have 
to plan ahead. If you take prickly pear extract several hours before 
you drink, it might lower your day-after symptoms by about half.

Experts don't know how it works, but the extract has a protein that 
curbs the inflammation you can get from drinking too much. That may 
help hold off a hangover.

EAT UP AND DRINK WATER
Don’t wait until the end of the night to polish off a pizza. It might be 

too late.
"The alcohol is already in your body, so eating food or drinking wa-

ter won’t affect how it’s absorbed," says Aaron White, PhD, senior advi-
sor to the director of the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.

But if you eat a meal and have 
water while you're throwing back those 
cocktails, your hangover may not be as 
bad. "Having food in your stomach while 
drinking reduces how high your peak 
blood-alcohol concentration (BAC) gets 
by about a third," White says.

The less drunk you get, the less 
crummy you’ll feel the next day. And fluid 
from water slows the rate at which your 
body absorbs alcohol. This will also lower 
your overall BAC.

"It’s a good idea to alternate alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic drinks," White says.

Along with drinking water throughout 
the night, be sure to down even more 
before you go to sleep.

"Alcohol is a diuretic," Koob says. 
This means it makes you pee a lot, 
which causes you to lose a lot of liquid. 
"Hangover symptoms are partly due to 
dehydration, so replacing that fluid loss 
can help."

It’s also smart to keep a bottle of 
water by your bedside so you can hydrate as soon as you wake up in 

the morning. The reason has to do with chemical compounds called 
congeners. Those are "anything in alcohol besides alcohol and water," 
Koob says. Darker drinks 
like bourbon, scotch, and te-
quila tend to have higher levels. 
Those compounds can bring 
on the inflammation that makes 
your hangover worse.

HAVE A DRINK THE 

NEXT DAY
If you're looking for a short-

term fix, this may help -- but 
not for long. There’s a scientific 
explanation for why the "hair of 
the dog that bit you" works.

When you drink, alcohol 
holds back a brain chemical 
called glutamate. That causes 
your brain to make more and 
more of it, Koob says. When the 
alcohol wears off, you have a 
bunch of it floating around in 
your brain. It may be to blame 
for hangover symptoms like 

irritability, headaches, nausea, and 
fatigue.

Down another drink or two the 
next morning, and you’ll hold off 
the glutamate all over again. Your 
hangover symptoms may improve. 
But it won't last. "Once you stop 
drinking you’ll still have to deal with 
a hangover," Koob says.

TREAT YOUR 
SYMPTOMS

Although there’s no cure for a 
hangover, there are ways to treat 
what ails you.

If you have a headache, reach 
for an anti-inflammatory medica-
tion like ibuprofen. Upset stomach? 
Pepto-Bismol might help. If you’re 
tired, have some coffee.

One thing you shouldn’t take is 
any other medication that has the 
ingredient acetaminophen. It can 
cause serious liver problems when 
it mixes with alcohol.

While ibuprofen is a better op-
tion, you still need to be careful. "Taking too much ibuprofen can up-

set your stomach, and it may already be queasy from your hangover," 
Koob says.              Source Web md
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Is There a Cure for a Hangover?
Ask a dozen people how to cure a hangover and you’ll 
get a dozen different answers. Eat greasy grub. Drink cof-
fee. Pop over-the-counter pain relievers.  Do any of them 
work?

The prickly pear is an edible cactus and it’s rich 
in antioxidants, carotenoids and linoleic acid (an 
essential fatty acid) and contains minerals like 
calcium, potassium, magnesium and phospho-
rus, as mentioned in The International Journal 
of Food Sciences and Nutrition. Nowadays, 
prickly pear cactus supplements are available, 
usually as oils 
or capsules.  
In Mexican 
folk medicine, 
prickly pear 
cactus pulp and 
juice were use-
ful in treating 
skin wounds, 
swollen stom-
achs, digestive 
problems and 
urinary tract 
infections.

WHAT IS PRICKLY PEAR?

Male Contreceptive?  A new birth control pill for men appears to be safe when used daily 

for a month, with hormone responses consistent with effective contraception.  See more next issue.  
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12 Kansas City News

T
he Greater Kansas City Chap-
ter of Societas Docta, Inc. 
honored 10 outstanding and 

visionary women from the Greater 

Kansas City Metropolitan Area 
during their Fifth Biennial Nefertiti 
Award and Scholarship Luncheon 
held March 3 at the Marriott Hotel 
in Overland Park. 

Honored were: Jamie Allen 
recognized for Public Service; 
Shannon Cade, Law & Legal Ser-
vice; Dr. Sharon Butler, Humani-
tarian; Angela Curry, Mass Media 
Communications; Representative 

Gail McCann Beatty - District 26, 
Political Leadership; Dr. Nevada 
Lee, MD, Health; Kathy Walter-
Mack, Higher Education; Patricia 

Macdonald, Philanthropy; Rev. 
Dana Patterson-Nelson, Religion; 
and Representative Barbara Anne 
Washington - District 23, Commu-
nity Service.  

Founded in Atlanta, Georgia in 
1987, the National Societas Docta, 
Inc. is an organization made up 
of African-American women who 
have earned doctoral degrees in 
a variety fields.  The members are 

committed to networking and men-
toring minority women to enhance 
the quality of their education, 
inspire them to pursue doctoral 

degrees in various areas and 
to provide financial support in 
the form of scholarships for 
those they mentor.  

The Nefertiti Luncheon, 
always held during Women’s 
History Month, helps the 
organization raise money to 
provide their mentees schol-
arships.  

The Greater Kansas City 
Chapter has worked diligently 
with as many as twenty men-
tees over the past five years.   
The Greater Kansas City Chap-
ter president is Dr. Janice M. 
Cade and the members are Dr. 
Minnie Adams, Dr. Rhonda 
Beene, Dr. Karen Boyd, Dr. 
Edith Coleman, Dr. Mozella 
Dyer, Dr. Margaret Evans, 
Dr. Pearl Fain, Dr. Shaunda 
Fowler, Dr. Brenda Harris, Dr. 

Kimberly Johnson-Hatchett, Dr. 
Juana Hishaw, Dr. Kimberly Hill, 
Dr. Gayle Holiday, Dr. Etta Ruth 
Hollins, Dr. Shary Jones, Dr. Jessie 
O. Kirksey, Dr. S. Marie McCarther, 
Dr. Mary McConnell, Dr. Eva Tick-
er-Nevels, Dr. Gwendolyn Squires, 
Dr. Jo-Anna Warren, Dr. Marjorie 
Williams, and Dr. Everlyn Williams 
who also serves as the National 
President of Societas Docta, Inc.

Societas Docta Holds Nefertiti 
Award and Scholarship Luncheon

The Greater Kansas City Chapter of Societas Docta, Inc. honored ten Out-
standing Women during their 2018 Nefertiti Award and Scholarship Luncheon.  
Honored were:  (Front Row L-R) Shannon Cade, Esq., Missouri Representa-
tive Gail McCann-Beatty, Missouri Representative Barbara Anne Washington, 
Esq., and Dr. Sharon Butler. (Back Ros L-R) Angela Curry, Jamie Allen, Esq., 
Reverend Dana Patterson-Nelson, Patricia Macdonald, Dr. Nevada Lee, MD, 
and Kathy Walter-Mack, Esq.

H
ow about a reality check?  The 
reality is 55% of children in the 
Kansas Foster Care population 

are African American, even though 
African-American children are just 
16% of the state’s population.  It’s stats 
like this that encouraged Kansas’ new 
governor, Jeff Colyer, to engage the 
Urban Church in what he calls a “Child 
Welfare Crisis.”  

Earlier this year, Gov. Colyer stood 
with new Kansas Department of Children 
and Families Secretary Gina Meier-Hum-

mell and announced several important 
proposals to give children and families 
around the state the help they need. 
The Secretary is working with outside 
experts on a top-to-bottom review of the 
state’s child welfare system.  

It’s with that back drop that Gov. 
Colyer asks urban community and 
church leaders to join him on Fri., 
April 20, for the Governor’s Forum for 
the Wellbeing of Children and Families: 
Engaging the Urban Core Church in the 
Welfare Crisis.  The goal of the forum 

is “ to truly discuss the engagement 
of your credible voices in hearing 
our side, and us hearing 
your side; and we together 
developing a strategic col-
laboration to help ensure 
that all Kansas children and 
families are heard,” wrote 
the governor.  

The forum will feature 
presentations by pastors 
who have partnered with 
their state to help address 

the child welfare crisis.  Presenters 
include Bishop Aaron Black, National 

Ambassador for the 
CarePortal.  Dr. Ricky 
Turner, treasurer, of 
the National Baptist 
Convention USA, Inc. 
is also on the forum 
program.  Kansas 
Citian Jim Echols, a 
former DCF employ-
ee, will moderate a 
session on “Acknowl-

edging the historical distrust that exist 
between the child welfare agencies and 
the Black church.   

Dr. Tim Glynn, first vice-president 
of the National Baptist Convention of 
America, Inc. will be the speaker  at an 
evening worship service scheduled in 
support of the forum.  All activities will 
be held at Salem Baptist Church, 1824 
North 11th Street, Kansas City, KS.

The forum is free and includes con-
tinental breakfast and a working lunch.  
Registration is online at eventbrite.com.  

Gov. Colyer  Forum to Engage KCK Churches In State’s Child Welfare Crisis

Kansas City Briefs

N
ow The Community Voice will 
be even easier for residents of 
Kansas City, KS and Johnson 

County to get their hands on.  Under 
a new agreement entered into with 
Publisher’s Delivery Solutions, the 
Community Voice will now be available 
on free news racks in select CVS and 
Hen House Stores.  

Here are the locations:  
Kansas City, KS:
•CVS, 950 Minnesota 
•CVS, 8101 State Ave. 
•CVS, 3750 State Ave.  
•Hen House, 8120 Parallel Pkwy 
•Price Chopper, 7600 State Ave.  

Johnson County, KS:
•CVS,  1785 S. Mur-len, Olathe 
•CVS, 1075 Santa Fe, Olathe 
•CVS, 7501 Metcalf, Overland Park 
•CVS, 5170 Roe, Roeland Park 
•CVS, 6510 Nieman Rd, Shawnee 
•Gates BBQ, 2001 W. 103rd Ter, 
         Leawood, KS  
•Payless Discount Food, 2101 E. 
        Santa Fe St, Olathe 

Have any additional suggestions 
for high volume traffic locations where 
we can distribute the paper?  Let us 
know?   Email us your suggestions to 
cvoicekc@tcvpub.com. 

Voice Adding New KCK and Johnson 
County Distribution Locations 

SIGMAS TO HOLD 2018 
YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

Delta Eta Sigma Chapter of Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority will hold their 2018 
Youth Symposium, “The Building Blocks 
of Leadership,” on Sat., April 7, 10 a.m., 
at the Beatrice Lee Community Center, 
1310 N. 10th St., KCKS.  The program is 
open to youth ages 10 to 18.  Attendees 
will gain information about building 
themselves into the leaders our commu-
nity needs.  This free event will include 
food, fun, games and more.  

WYANDOTTE HIRING FOR 
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT 
The Wyandotte County Unified Govern-

ment Human Resources Department is 

now taking applications for seasonal/
summer positions.  Available jobs in 
Parks and Recreation include:  
•Lifeguards,Pay$9.12/hr.Closingdate
05/09/2018. 
•RecreationInstructor,Pay$10.09/hr.,
Closing date 05/09/2018
•RecreationLeader,Pay$7.47/hr.,Clos-
ing date 05/09/2018
•Seasonal/TemporaryLaborer,Pay
$12.00/hr.,Closingdate04/11/2018

The Police Department is accepting ap-
plications for a summer job program.  

Summer Job Program, Pay 9.50/hr., 
Closing date 04/12/2018

For more information on the applica-
tion process go to:   http://www.wycokck.
org/Jobs.aspx. 

Dr. Tim Glynn
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Violinist Daniel D. 
Performs in Wichita

K
evin Harrison wowed 
Wichitians by bringing 
Contemporary Violinist 

Daniel D. to perform on March 
18 at Mark Arts.

Daniel D., a Seasoned 
Entertainer at 27 years old, has 
been playing the violin since he 
was 12 years old. He graduated 
from the Charleston School of 
the Arts and immediately went 
on tour. He has produced five 
albums. His most recent single 
made it to the top 50 on the 
Indie Charts. He is an annual 
featured artist at festivals and 
travels 
across the 
country per-
forming solo.  
Daniel D. 
performed 
with Har-
rison, who 
is an ac-
complished 
saxophonist, 
and friends.

Morgan Big Winner at Beautillion  XLIII 

C
ameron Morgan  and Sencire Bowen took 
home top honors at Beautillion XLIII,  spon-
sored by the Wichita Chapter of Links and 

held March 24 at Century II, Wichita, KS.   
Morgan, the son of Derek and V. Kay 

Morgan, also took home awards for Mr.  
Deboniar, and additional scholarship 
honors: from  Spirit, Westar Energy and 
Delta Dental.  

Bowen, is the grandchild of Curtis and 
Carolyn Owens, and his great aunt is 
Dr. Sharon Cranford.  Beaux who are 
the children or grandchildren of Links 
compete for the title of Mr. Heir O’ Link, 
keeping them out of the competition for 
Mr. Beautillion.  Bowen also took home honors as 
Mr. Amiable and the Yolanda & Phillip Oliver Spirit 
of Faith Award,

Other recognition went to:  
•AustinMcCartney–1stRunnerup,Mr.Arts,
GPA 2nd Place,  Delta Dental Scholarship.
•JadenPowell–2ndRunner-up,Mr.Coopera-
tion, Mr. GPA, Delta Dental Scholarship.
•RayQuwonBrazil–Mr.Gentleman.
•MalikMoody–Mr.Brotherhood,GPA3rd

Place,  Mr. ACT,  Westar Energy Award.
•AnthonyNorwood–Mr.Perseverance,Spirit
Award.

•DarriusRay–Mr.
Personality.
•QualynReed–
Mr. Leadership, 
Delta Dental Schol-
arship.
•JordanTrotter–
Mr. Determination, 
GPA 4th place.

PHOTOS: 1. The Beaux and their Belles 
perform a routine choreographed by Charles 
Coleman.  2.  (L-R) Beaux Jordan Trotter, 

Austin McCartney, Cameron Morgan, Jaden 
Powell, Malik Moody and Sincere Bowen.  3.     
Youth & Rising Scholars perform a step per-

formance choreographed by Joseph Shepard.  
4.  Soloists (L-R) Cameron Morgan, Darrius 
Ray and Anthony Norwood take lead in the 

production of “We Built This” from ‘black-ish’ 
arranged by  Dr. Sharon Cranford.

Photos by My Picture Man

1 2

3 4
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Brown, Bonnie Faye, 60, died 
3/14/18.  She was a former Koch 
Industries employee.  Service was held 
3/23/18 at Mizpah Baptist Church.  She 
is survived by: sisters; Dorothy McCoy, 
Lynda Cotton, brothers; Vernell Cotton, 
William Brown, Charles Bolden, Chris-
topher Bolden and Ottis Bolden.

Maloney, Leora Jesse, 86, died 
3/20/18.  She was a retired City of 
Wichita Librarian.  Service was held 
3/26/18 at Strangers Rest Baptist 
Church.  She is survived by: spouse; 
Richard Henry Maloney and cousin; 
Marian West.

Munoz, Gerardo “Lcalo” Mateo, 
24, died 3/11/18.  Service was held 
3/20/18 at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.

Ridge, Jessie Mae, 96, died 3/14/18.  
She was a former Boeing and Doc’s 
Steak House employee.  Service was 
held 3/24/18 at Greater Faith Minis-
tries.  She is survived by: daughters; 
Norma Jenkins, Barbara Mack, Lena 

Williams, sons; Robert and Terry 
Ridge.

Webber, Dorothy Gene, 74, died 
3/20/18.  Service was held 3/26/18 
at St. Mark United Methodist Church.  
She is survived by: spouse; Dr. M.L. 
Webber, daughters; Doris Ann Wil-
liams, Jennifer Trabi & Raynal, Paula 
Williams, sons; Richard & Michael 
Brown , Jonathan Lott, sisters; Doris 
Jones, Pauline Crump & Katherine 
Ballinger and brother; Kenneth Ray 
Williams.

Griffin-Hentz, Magnolia, 69, died 
3/14/18.  Service is pending.

McCowan, John Thomas, 31, died 
3/15/18.  Service is pending.

McDowell, Glenda M., 52, died 
3/20/18.  Service is pending.

Mullins, Kevin, 67, died 3/14/18.  
Service is pending.

Payne, Charles L., 87, died 3/14/18. 
Service was held 3/23/18. 

Sims, Jr., Robert, 81, died 3/14/18.  
Service was held 3/22/18 at Johnson 
Tabernacle C.M.E. Church.

Towles, Harold, 57, died 3/19/18.  
Service is pending.

 

Brunson, Dwayne, 27, died 3/18/18.  
Service will be held 3/31/18, 11:00 am 
at First United Methodist Church.

Dossey, Ronald C., 76, died 3/14/18.  
Service was held 3/17/18 at North Side 
Church of Christ.

Henry, Rosadie, 79, died 3/15/18.  
Service was held 3/24/18 at Swope 
Park Church of Christ, KCKS.

Johnson, Shaquille, 24, did 3/17/18.  
Service is pending.

McClendon, Jae’Lynn Denise, new-
born died 3/20/18.  Service was held 
3/23/18 at Robert J. Bethea Jr. Funeral 
& Cremations.

Suarez, Maria Del Carmen San-
chez. 51, died 3/18/18.  Service is 
pending.

Waller, Morris, 69, died 3/19/18.  
Service is pending.

Wynne, Helen, 67, died 3/17/18.  
Service was held 3/24/18 at New Jeru-
salem Baptist Church.

 
 

Fowler, Sr., Donald Irving “Jick”, 
87, died 3/18/18.  Service will be held 
3/30/18, 10:00am at Ninth Street Mis-
sionary Baptist Church (Lawrence).

Harris, Deon Maurice, 87, died 
3/14/18.  Visitation service will be held 
3/30/18, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Peaceful 
Rest Funeral Chapel.

Tanksley, Asia Iquwa, 26, died 
3/10/18.  Service was held 3/24/18 at 
Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Tyler, Karen Sue, 70, died 3/4/18.  
Service was held 3/17/18 at Ninth 
Street Missionary Baptist Church.
 

Johnson, Warren R., 76, died 
3/10/18.  He was buried at Mount 
Hope Cemetery.

Allen, Carter F., 3/17/18.  Service 
was held 3/22/18 at Hillview Church 

of God.

Curtis, Lucille, 77, died 3/9/18.  
Service was held 3/17/18 at Third Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

Dobbins-Roberson, Beatrice 
Deserine, 88, died 3/14/18.  Service 
was held 3/23/18 at Faith Deliverance 
Family Worship Center.

Long, Jr., Michael Dewayne, 27, 
died 3/27/18.  Service will be held 
3/31/18, 11 a.m. at Barker Memorial 
Cathedral of Praise C.O. G.I. C.

Sanders, Yvonne Delana, 89, died 
3/3/18.  Service was held 3/15/18 at 
New Fellowship Missionary Baptist 
Church.

Simmons, Sherri Jajuanda, 57, 
died 3/18/18.  Service will be held 
4/2/18, 12 p.m. at Thatcher’s Funeral 
Chapel.

Ford, Michael Craig, 56, died 
3/21/18.  Service will be held 
3/29/18, 11 a.m. at 2nd Missionary 
Baptist Church.

Miller, Kendra Maire, 30, died 
3/19/18.  Service was held 3/28/18 at 
Penwell-Gabel.

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

R. J. Bethea

Wichita

Peaceful Rest

 Topeka

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

Bowser Johnson

Topeka

Penwell Gabel

Junction City

L
inda Brown who was the child as-
sociated with the lead name in the 
landmark case Brown v. Board of 

Education has died.  The case led to the 
outlawing of school segregation in 1954.

Because she was forced to travel a 
significant distance to elementary school 
due to racial segregation, her father was 
one of the plaintiffs in the case of Brown 
v. Board of Education, with the Supreme 
Court ruling that school segregation was 
unlawful.    

In 1950, the NAACP asked a group of 
African-American parents that included 
Oliver Brown to attempt to enroll their chil-
dren in all-white schools, with the expecta-
tion that they would be turned away. Oliver 
attempted to do so with Linda, who was 
in third grade and barred from enrollment 
at Sumner Elementary. The strategy was 
for the civil rights group to file a lawsuit on 
behalf of the 13 families, who represented 

different states.
Brown's name was alphabetically at the 

top of the list of plaintiffs, the case would 
come to be known as Brown v. Board of 
Education and be taken to the Supreme 
Court. The lead attorney working on behalf 
of the plaintiffs was future Supreme Court 
Justice Thurgood Marshall.
Life After the Case 

By the time of the ruling, Linda Brown 
was in junior high, a grade level that had 
been integrated before the 1954 court 
ruling.  

Linda Brown went on to attend Wash-
burn and Kansas State universities and 
had a family. She worked on the speaker 
circuit and as an educational consultant.

In the late 1970s, Brown continued to 
speak out on segregation and reopened 
the Topeka case with the American Civil 
Liberties Union in 1979, arguing that the 
district's schools still weren't desegre-

gated. It was eventually ruled by the Court 
of Appeals in 1993 that the school system 
was indeed still racially divided, and three 
new schools were built as part of integra-
tion efforts.
Death

Brown passed away in her longtime 
hometown of Topeka on March 25, 2018. 
Kansas Governor Jeff Colyer paid tribute 
to the woman who sparked one of the 
landmark cases in American history.

In Memory of

Linda Brown
Feb. 20, 1942- Mar. 25, 2018
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Police
Police Officer
Police Dispatcher
Police Traffic Safety 
Section Technician
Police Emergency 
    Services Technician
Police Report Technician

Public Works
Maintenance Worker
Inventory Control 
    Specialist
Recreation Services
Maintenance Attendant/
    Blacksmith

The City of Overland Park has the 
following full-time positions available.

To apply, please go to www.opkansas.org. EO/M/F/D/V

$86.4

WANTED  Delivery Person 
for the Kansas City, KS  & Topeka, KS Area

The Community Voice Newspaper is looking for a 

dependable person to deliver papers in Wyandotte   & 

Shawnee Counties.   Must have own vehicle, valid 

driver’s license and proof of insurance.  

Delivery takes approximately 3 hours.  Must be in pretty 

good physical health, must get in and out of car alot, walking.  

But its great exercise and extra money.  

The Commmunity Voice 
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

City of Wichita
455 N. Main Street
Wichita, KS 67202

(316) 352-4855

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or after April 7, 2018, the City of Wichita will submit a request to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the release of Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds under the Housing and Community Development Act of the 1974, as 
amended, to undertake the following project:

Project Title: Historic Dunbar Theater Capital Project

Purpose: People Organized Working for Economic Recovery Community Development 
Corporation (POWER CDC) recently completed a project planning grant that examined the 
capital and market feasibility to address cultural heritage investments at the historic Dunbar 
Theatre.  The study predicts a $6 million community economic development activity over a 
period of four years with construction and operations.  This project is expected to create 34 
jobs.  The proposed activity aligns with Title 24 CFR 570.202, allowing the rehabilitation and 
preservation of a commercial building owned by a non-profit organization. 

Project Location: 1007 N. Cleveland, Wichita KS 67214

Duration/Time: It is anticipated that the proposed project would occur in 2018-2021.

Estimated Cost: It is estimated that this project will utilize $661,298 of HUD funding.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the Environmental Review 
Record (ERR) to the City of Wichita.  Those comments should be addressed to Brad Snapp, 
Housing and Community Services Department; 455 N. Main Street – 10th Floor; Wichita, KS 
67202.  All comments received by 5:00 PM, Friday, April 6, 2018, will be considered by the 
City of Wichita prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds.  The ERR will 
be available for viewing at the Housing and Community Services Department, 455 N. Main 
Street on the 10th Floor in Wichita KS, Monday-Friday from 8AM-5PM and online at https://
www.wichita.gov/Housing/Pages/default.aspx. 

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The City of Wichita certifies to HUD that Robert Layton in his capacity as the Wichita City 
Manager consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to 
enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these re-
sponsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibili-
ties under the National Environmental Policy Act, and related laws and authorities and allows 
the City of Wichita to use HUD program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and the City of Wichita’s certification for 
a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the 
request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification 
was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Wichita; (b) the City of Wichita has 
omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 
24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have 
committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 
before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant 
to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in ac-
cordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed 
to the HUD Region VII Community Planning and Development Director at the  HUD Kansas 
City Regional Office, Gateway Tower II, 400 State Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 66101.  Poten-
tial objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Robert Layton
Wichita City Manager

visit us on-line @ www.communityvoiceks.com
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