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f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly on our
website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up to receive
our weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between each bi-weekly
issue of “The Community Voice.” Here’s just some of what you missed
during the last two weeks.
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Family of Man Killed After
‘Swatting’ Call Sues Wichita

The family of a Kansas man
fatally shot by police after a hoax
emergency call has sued the city of
Wichita.

3

ICE Agent Arrested After
Kansas TV Anchor Goes to
Police

A Wichita television news anchor told
local police that he was sending her
sensitive law enforcement material

Feb. 15
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King Children Criticize Trump, Decry
Racism on MLK Holiday
Two of Martin Luther King Jr.’s children
and the pastor of his historic Atlanta
church marked the national King
holiday with sharp denunciations of
President Donald Trump.

Morrison Makes History
As 1st Black Female
Cinematography Nominee
“Mudbound” cinematographer Rachel
Morrison can tell you that making
history isn’t always glamorous. 

Women Making History
Highlights on a diverse group of women helping
to change KS for the better.
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Join us April 21, 2018 for The Financial Freedom Expo @ Urban
Preparatory Academy, 2821 E 24th, Wichita, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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The Senate narrowly approved Sam
Brownback’s bid to be U.S. ambassador
for international religious freedom,
setting the stage for him to resign the
governorship after 7 contentious years in
office.
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‘ROOTS’ ACTRESS
OLIVIA COLE DIES
IN MEXICO

The Dreamgirls star is reportedly
set to return to the big screen as the
Queen of Soul herself, Aretha Franklin, in a highly anticipated biopic.
The Jasmine Brand reports Hudson
has been slated to portray the legendary songstress after a slew of names
were thrown in the ring. Franklin
herself initially wanted
to be portrayed by
Academy Award
winning actress Halle
Berry.
Berry humbly
refused the offer, saying
she wouldn’t be able to
do Franklin justice in
the singing department,
according to Entertainment Weekly.
Seven years later,
Hudson has secured
the long-talkedabout role. MGM
has reportedly acquired the

project and will finance the movie.

“BLACK PANTHER”
PROJECTED TO GROSS
OVER $100 MILLION
OPENING WEEKEND
Black Panther, one of the most
highly anticipated films of 2018, is
selling pre-release tickets at a recordbreaking pace. Projections for the
film are now in, and they’re nothing
short of impressive. The MarvelDisney film is expected to open in
the $120 million to $150 million
range in the U.S. over the fourday Presidents Day weekend,
Feb. 17-19, according to
Deadline.
The official trailer for the
film has also become one
of the three
most-watched
Marvel trailers in the first
24 hours.
Black Panther features
an all-star
cast, including Chadwick

Boseman as T’Challa / Black Panther
alongside Michael B. Jordan, Lupita
Nyong’o, Danai Gurira, Martin Freeman, Daniel Kaluuya, Letitia Wright,
Winston Duke, Angela Bassett, Forest
Whitaker and Andy Serkis.

NOW STREAMING:
SHOWS TO ADD TO
YOUR LIST OF ‘FLIX’ TO
WATCH

If you’re big on streaming films and
television shows then this is a mustwatch list for your viewing entertainment services like Netflix, Hulu and
the Urban Movie Channel.
“Black Mirror” on Netflix –
This British science fiction drama is
reminiscent of the great sci-fi series
of the 60s, The Twilight Zone. The
series takes in-depth looks how we
as human beings are affected by new
technology. It’s entertaining.
“The Handmaid’s Tale” on Hulu
While this show has been out for
a while, it’s still a good watch. The
Handmaid’s Tale is set in a totalitarian, near-future New England that
has overthrown the U.S. Government.
Offred, a handmaid, is the protagonist
in the series, and the show follows her
life. If you’re into drama and suspense
this is the show for you.
“Wishes on the Urban Movie Channel This movie is for us and by us.
Wishes, a newly released film, stars
Tiffany Haddish in a role that took
place before she became famous. The
plot may be a little cheesy (three inner
city kids stumble upon a magical lamp
at a garage sale and release a genie)
but it’s certainly hilarious.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Olivia Cole died Jan. 19, she was
75.
The
actress
received
an Emmy
Award for
her role
in ABC's
1977 “Roots”
drama based on
African American
writer Alex Haley's
book which dramatized the lives of his
ancestors from West Africa to slavery
and post-Civil War America. She was
the first African American to win an
Emmy in the category of best supporting actress in a miniseries.
Cole also received a lead actress
Emmy nomination for the 1979
miniseries "Backstairs at the White
House."
Cole lived in San Miguel de Allende,
a city with a large artistic community
filled with expatriates and retirees, for
the last 35 years.

JENNIFER HUDSON
SET TO PORTRAY
ARETHA FRANKLIN IN
UPCOMING BIOPIC

Anything’s possible

You have a dream. We have a loan for it.

needs. With a loan from INTRUST Bank, you can fund your
dreams and maintain your family’s budget — a smart move
your whole family can enjoy.
Call us at 383-1234 or visit intrustbank.com.

© 2017 INTRUST Bank | Equal Housing Lender
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with the right loan.
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Kansas State News
Abandoned Property Legislation Back on Legislatures Radar
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

E
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ight Kansas cities provided
testimony to the Kansas House
supporting legislation to
address abandoned property. The
bill, HB2506, would streamline and
expedite the process for addressing
the blight of abandoned and nuisance
properties.
The issues effects all cities in
Kansas, from large to small, with
89% of cities in the Kansas League of
Cities citing abandoned and blighted
properties as a significant issue. On
average, the League found the median
length of time a property was reported
as abandoned as four years.
The bill would expedite the process
of taking a home away from the owner
if the property is unoccupied for a
year and is blighted. Under the bill,
non-profit organizations can petition
to rehab the property and after successfully rehabbing the home, the
nonprofits can take “quick title” to
property, without the property owner
receiving any compensation.
This isn’t the first year the cities
have pushed a bill to address the issue
of abandoned and blighted properties. During the 2016 session, the

legislature passed a similar bill, but it
was vetoed by Gov. Sam Brownback.
It was one of the rare bills that where
African-American members of the
Kansas legislature split. Wichita Sen.
Oletha Faust-Goudeau supported
the bill. However, Kansas Senator
David Haley, Ks. Reps Gail Finney
(D- Wichita), Roderick Houston
(D-Wichita), Benn Scott (D-Topeka)
Broderick Henderson (D-Kansas City)
and Valdenia Winn (D-Kansas City) all
voted against the bill.
The bill would expedite the process
of taking a home away from the owner
if the property is unoccupied for a
year and is blighted. Under the bill,
non-profit organizations can petition
to rehab the property and after successfully rehabbing the home, the
nonprofits can take “quick title” to
property, with the property owner
receiving nothing.
The bill, “circumvents our current
eminent domain statutes by redefining
‘abandoned property’ and by allowing
our local governments to expeditiously confiscate, seize or destroy
law abiding citizens’ private property
without compensation, adequate notice, and a legal property title,” Haley
told us during the 2016 effort to pass
a similar bill. “This is an egregious

overreach that deprives some citizens
of their private property rights without
sufficient due process and it will cause
irreparable harm to our most vulnerable citizens that do not have the
resources to protect their property.”
Gov. Brownback expressed concern
that the bill disproportionately affected
the poor.
“Government should protect
property rights and ensure the less
advantaged are not denied the liberty
to which every citizen is entitled. Governmental authority to take property
from one private citizen and give it to
another private citizen should be limited, but this bill would have the effect
of expanding such authority without
adequate safeguards. The potential for
abuse of this new statutory process
cannot be ignored,” wrote Brownback
in his veto statement.
Well the bill is back and Brownback
is gone. Without his support, only
nominal change in the legislative make
up, and a great push by the Kansas
League of Cities, there’s a strong likely
hood the bill will pass the legislature
again this year. The position of new
Kansas Gov. Jeff Colyer on the issue is
unknown.
During 2016 debate on the bill, one
representative vocalized what many

Federal Corporate Tax Cut Could
Mean Utility Rate Decrease in Kansas

T

hanks to a corporate tax rate
reduction approved in the federal tax bill passed late last year,
corporations like local gas and electric
companies are expecting a windfall in
profits. So far, Westar and Kansas Gas
Service have both agreed to return the
profits to their customers.
Westar Energy and Great Plains
Energy (the parent company of Kansas
City Power & Light) have applied to
the Kansas Corporation Commission
for a merger. As part of their merger
request, Westar said they would return
all the money coming from the tax cuts
back to their customers. The KCC, the
agency that sets utility rates in Kansas,

instead on it.
Westar Energy expects its tax bill
to shrink by about $65 million a year
under the new federal tax plan. Westar
spokesperson Gina Penzig says several
politicians asked if the utility would
pass those savings along.
“We were glad to offer that confirmation,” she said.
But it’s ultimately up to the Kansas
Corporation Commission to make sure
the utility companies follow through.
Earlier this month, the commission
told all the utilities it regulates to set
aside their tax savings. That money
could turn into customer refunds. The
KCC will also consider the savings when

they set new rates for electricity, gas,
and telephone services.
Combined, Westar and KCP&L sell
electricity to 1.5 million customers in
Kansas. The ruling by the commission
would apply to the vast majority of utility customers in the state.
An average Westar residential electrical customer would save about $3.50 a
month, Penzig said. However, Westar
and KCP&L are expected to ask for rate
increases in February.
Kansas Gas Service has joined the list
of utility companies who have agreed
to pass the savings they are receiving
from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on to
consumers. 

have wondered – why are communities not trying more positive ways to
help homeowners who have blighted
property, such as organizing volunteer

groups to go out, clean them up and
leave the property with the owners,
rather than negative approach of seizing the property? 

Wyandotte County Unified Government is one of many Kansas cities
pushing for legislation to expedite movement on abandoned houses
like this one in Kansas City, KS. A similar bill was vetoed by Gov.
Brownback after opposition was voiced by several Black legislators.

State Briefs
LEGISLATORS PUSH LEGISLATION TO
STRENGTHEN PENALTIES FOR “SWATTING”
A bipartisan group of Kansas legislators have introduced a bill creating the
crime of “Making an Unlwaful Request for Emergency Service Assistance.”
The Bill makes it a level two felony, subject to imprisonment for a term of
between 10 and 40 years, to request emergency assistance from law enforcement, fire, medical or other emergency assistance knowing there is no
reasonable ground for believing assistance is necessary if death results from
the request. The bill also provides for lesser penalties if the false call results
in great bodily injury or an unnecessary emergency response. This legislation is meant to strengthen the penalties in circumstances such as the recent
“swatting” or “spoofing” call in Wichita that resulted in a tragic loss of life.

BILL INTRODUCED SUPPORT SHARED
PARENTING IN DIVORCE CASES
The Kansas Legislature is considering a bill that would make shared
parenting the new post-divorce norm in Kansas. Similar to joint custody, the
bill calls for a presumption of shared parenting, meaning that the two-parent
solution would be ordered by the court unless the parents reach another
agreement, or good reasons were shown why joint custody would not be
in the best interest of the child. Recent research has shown children who
lived in shared physical custody families have better outcomes than children
who lived in sole physical custody families. The bill is being backed by the
National Parents Organization, a non-profit formed in 1998 by four fathers
with the goal of promoting shared parenting in every state. 
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Healthy Living

Two Possible Reasons Your January Diet Didn’t Work

I

f you’re like a lot of Americans
who went on a diet in the new
year, you may frustrated with
your results. Despite your effort, you
barely lost a pound or two, but you
quickly gained it back.
Well it turns out you may have a
couple of things working against you.
Two recent studies have revealed how
our body works against us when it
comes to losing weight.

Late Night Eating
If you have a problem fighting off
late night eating binges, a recent study
finds satiety hormones may be lower
during evening hours, with hunger
hormones rising toward nightfall.
Overweight binge eaters may be particularly susceptible to the influence of
fluctuations in these appetite-regulating hormones, the researchers found.
“There’s more opportunity to
eat in the evening, but this study is
showing that hormonal responses are
setting them up to do this,” said Susan
Carnell, in a New York Times article.
Carnell is an assistant professor of
psychiatry and behavioral sciences at
Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine and first author of the study.
It’s not clear whether these hor-

monal patterns precede and cause
the binge eating behaviors or are they
conditioned by an individual’s eating
habits, Dr. Carnell said. But either way,
“you can get stuck in the cycle.” a first
author of the study along
The study is an important reminder
that myriad factors contribute to
weight gain, and that shaming and
blaming people for their weight
problems is inappropriate, said Kelly
Costello Allison, director of the Center
for Weight and Eating Disorders at the
University of Pennsylvania, who was
not involved in either study.
The new findings were published
in the International Journal of Obesity
in December, and build on a previous
study that said hunger peaks in the
evening and that appetite is lowest in
the morning. That research helped
explain why so many people skip
breakfast, even as evidence mounts
that consuming most of one’s calories
at the beginning of the day is optimal
for weight control and a healthy
metabolism.
Solutions? She suggested that
people who know they tend to overeat
in the evening and at night make
sure to set aside time to eat properly

during the day and adopt an
“eating curfew,” a set time in
the evening when they stop
eating for the day.
She and other experts
note that hormone levels are
responsive to eating patterns
and can potentially be reconditioned if people change their
eating behaviors. But even if
that’s true, “they face a higher
hurdle, because they have
to change their eating habits
first, and wait for their hunger
hormones to catch up,” said
Carnell.

Overloaded Fat Tissue
Researchers from the University
of Exeter in the United Kingdom have
found that the fat cells of overweight
people become distressed, inflamed
and scarred. Meaning they don’t
respond and work in the same way
as healthy fat cells, so people who
are already overweight or obese may
struggle to lose weight no matter how
much they diet.
The report says fat cells can cease
to cope as they increase in size and
become suffocated of oxygen. As fat
cells become destressed and struggle

for oxygen, inflammation is triggered
in the cells, which scar the fat. Dr
Katarina Kos, the University of Exeter
Medical School, found fat tissue
is also stiffer and more rigid, and
increased levels of scarring can make
it harder to lose weight.
Luckily though, the team believe
they have made a breakthrough which
could put a stop to the process and
help obese people with their weight
loss journey.
Published in the journal Metabolism, the academics say they discovered a molecule called Lysyl oxidase
(LOX), which was more prevalent in

What does that number mean?
Here’s a BMI chart.
-18.5
18.5 – 24.9
25 – 29.9
+30

Underweight
Healthy
Overweight
Obese
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considered obese, according to these calculations.
He is not alone. According to the
National Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey, more than one in three adults were
considered to be overweight and more
than one in three were considered obese.
That means the percentage of adults age 20
and older who are overweight or obese is
70.7%, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
In Kansas, almost three out of four
(71.8%) of African Americans are overweight and a little less than half (41.0%)
are obese.
Which Category do you fall into? Here
is a formula for calculating whether you’re
obese or just overweight. 

There are a number of online calculators where you
just put in your height and weight and they give you
back your BMI, but in case you can’t find one, here’s
how to figure your BMI out the old fashioned way. Get
out a calculator. You’ll need one. The first two steps
are just converting your numbers (weight and height)
to the metric system.
1. Multiply your weight in pounds by .45. This step
converts your weight to Kilograms. 145 lbs x .45 =
65.25 kilograms
2. Multiply your height in inches by .025 (Conversion to meters) 5‘ 6” = 66” x .025 = 1.65.
3. Square your height 1.65 x 1.65 = 2.7225
4. Divide the answer in 1 by the answer in 3.
65.25/2.7225 = 23.9669.

|

P

resident Donald Trump's doctor, Dr.
Ronny Jackson, characterized the
president's health as "excellent,"
but like the majority of Americans, Trump
is overweight and he doesn't get enough
exercise.
The President weighs 239 pounds. That
means he's gained 3 pounds over the last
year, according to his last official records. At
6 feet, 3 inches tall, Trump had a body mass
index, or BMI, that puts him in the "overweight" range, according to the National
Institutes of Health's online BMI calculator. Being overweight is simply defined as
a person whose weight is higher than what
is considered a normal weight adjusted for
height.
The President is one pound shy of being

Calculate Your BMI
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The President is Overweight and Doesn't
Exercise Much, Like Most Americans

people who were obese with scarred
fat.
As a result, they believe that developing a drug to prevent this molecule
from developing could be the answer.
However, until said drug is developed Kos insists that overweight or
obese people should continue to try
and control their intake of surplus
calories and burn them off when
possible.
“Something as simple as going for
a walk after meals could help to burn
off calories without overburdening
the fat tissue and which may prevent it
from scarring,” added Kos. 

New Medicare Cards
Are Coming This Year

6
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HEALTH

ew Medicare
cards -- with
new Medicare
numbers -- should arrive
sometime this year for
all Medicare recipients.
Medicare will mail the
new cards starting in
April 2018 but here a just
a few thing you should
know.
Mailing takes time:
your card may arrive at
a different time than your friend’s or
neighbor’s, but don’t expect cards to
arrive in Kansas prior to June.
Once your new card arrives, destroy
your old card and start using your new
card right away.
Guard your card: Only give your
new Medicare number to doctors,
pharmacists, other health care
providers, your insurers, or people
you trust to work with Medicare on
your behalf.

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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Why Have An ER
Just For Kids?

Your card has a new number instead of
your Social Security Number. This new
number is unique to you.
The cards will be paper: partially
because it’s cheaper, but the good news
is you can print your own replacement
card if you need one.
Keep your new card with you. However,
it you forget your new card, you, your
doctor or other health care provider
may be able to look up your Medicare
Number online.
If you’re in a Medicare Advantage plan,

like an HMO or PPO, keep that
card. It’s your main card for
Medicare. However, you also
may be asked to show your new
Medicare card, so you should
carry this card too.
Want to find out more about
your new Medicare card, you
can go online to go.medicare.
gov/newcard
Help is available: If you don’t get
your new Medicare card by April
2019, call 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227). TTY users can
call 1-877-486-2048. You have the
right to get Medicare information in
an accessible format, like large print,
Braille, or audio. You also have the
right to file a complaint if you feel
you’ve been discriminated against.
Visit CMS.gov/about-cms/agencyinformation/aboutwebsite/
cmsnondiscriminationnotice.html, or
call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-6334227) for more information. 

Give the Gift of Everlasting Romance
Schedule your complimentary private consultation today.
•MISBIW’S other
Vampire(R) Procedures

• Vampire Facial
Because kids don’t always
understand hospitals, but
hospitals need to understand
kids. Make the expert choice
for pediatric emergency care.
Wesley Medical Center is where
you’ll find the only ER in Wichita
just for kids, and soon, the
region’s only children’s hospital.

• Vampire Facelift
• Vampire Hand Lift
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Anchoring Down

Compiled by
Glen Frizell

In a Tumultuous Industry, Three Kansas City Anchors Have Staying Power

T

here’s a high personal price
paid by some journalists of color working at mainstream news
organizations, particularly television,
where more than just your reporting skills are being judged. African
American anchors and reporters
must find a balance between being
too Black and to a lesser degree, not
Black enough.
For certain, these are not postracial times in America’s television
newsrooms. In “Acting White:
Rethinking Race in Post-Racial
America,” Devon W. Carbado and
Mitu Gulati write about a phenomenon called “Working Identity,” with
African-American news professionals
working hard to negotiate race, gender, and sexuality and using dress,
image, speech pattern, hair style, etc.
to achieve “palatable Blackness.”
The numbers aren’t boding well
for African Americans in television news. As far back as 1978, in
response to the Kerner Report’s discovery that African Americans didn’t
trust the news because they saw so

few people like them, the American
Society of News Editors committed
to increasing the diversity of news
rooms. Their goal was to reach
parity – to close the gap between the
ethnic makeup of journalist and the
ethnic makeup of their populating
audience areas – by 2000. By 1998,
they realized they weren’t going to
make it, so they changed the goal of
reaching parity to 2025.
In the Kansas City market, thanks
to a number of long-term successes,
backed up by a group of other journalism professionals who circulate in
and up (or just out) of the market,
African Americans are regulars
on our newscast. But overall, the
market is well below parity. Even if
you go from the core cities (KCK and
KCMO) where minorities make up
just under 50% of the population, to
the greater 15 county metropolitan
area, where minorities still make up
25% of the population, then one in
four members of local newsrooms
should be non-white.
Take those numbers to the Wichita

@WDAF, Since 1985

been fascinated by television. I enjoy
'working television' as much as I do
'television sports.'
What's the hardest part of your
job? Hardest part of the job is the
long hours, and the sacrifice I have
to give in having to be away from my
family so often.

See WALLACE page 8

Age: 56
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
College: St. Louis University
Years in the industry: 39
How have you survived in the
industry?
I am not sure how to answer that.
I am glad that people appreciate my
work, and I try to keep the viewer
in mind while I am talking one-onone with them.
Why did you chose to go
into meteorology? Fear as a
child turned into passion. I was
scared of storms, and my elementary school science teacher walked
me to the library to check out some
books on weather. I have been
hooked since 3rd grade
What's the hardest part of
your job? Trying to anticipate
every small change in the forecast.
For example, it can be raining over

one city (as you predicted) and
other areas could be totally dry (so
they think you missed the forecast).
The hardest part is keeping everyone happy.
What's the easiest part of
your job? Actually talking into the
camera lens after all these years is
pretty easy for me.
What's next after KMBC? I
have been blessed to mentor close
to 100 interns at KMBC. So, if I can
talk a television station in a smaller
market to hire me as a talent coach,
I would jump at that opportunity. I
have been perfecting my skill doing
character voices for cartoons and
such. That would be fun to do more
often.
What something professionally that you haven’t done yet
that you want to do? Go on one
of those mission that flies into the

See BUSBY page 8
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How have you survived in the
industry? I have 'survived' because
I have been able to change with the
times, and change with the industry.
I have 'survived' because I believe I
have been able to sacrifice, be a team
player, and deliver sports news to Kansas City in the a professional manner
that the audience has appreciated. I
have ‘survived’ because of the support
of so many others, my family first and
foremost.
Why did you chose to go into

broadcasting? I have always

@KMBC, Since 1985

|

Age: 60
Hometown:
College: Texas Tech University
Years in the Industry: 39

What's the easiest part of your
job? Nothing about this job is easy.
Tell us about your most memorable sports interview? I don't
really have a most memorable. Among
the most notable that I have interviewed,
in no certain order of importance:
Sugar Ray Leonard, Hank Aaron, Nolan
Ryan, the late Eddie Robinson, Bruce
Jenner, and that's just to name a few. I
mention those names because I believe
they are all 'ground breakers. They
had an impact on the lives of others
outside of the arena of sports.
What's next after WDAF? Easiest
question on the list -- RETIREMENT.
What is the toughest challenge
for African Americans looking to
make it in this industry? Toughest
challenges come from within. I have

Bryan Busby, Meteorologist
FEB. 1, 2018

Al Wallace, Sports Anchor

Metropolitan area, where the minority population is 18%, about one in
five members of the media should
be a person of color. With just one
weekend anchor a person of color,
Wichita has a long way to go.
While the numbers just aren’t
there, a great deal of respect is due
the three veteran stalwarts -- Al Wallace, sports anchor at WDAF, Bryan
Busby, meteorologist at KMBC and
Cynthia Newsome, a news anchor at
KSHB. Together, they represent 87
years of service to the Kansas City
market. In a tumultuous industry
with high turnover rates, a great
deal of respect goes to them for just
surviving. But more than just surviving, they’re a reflection of professionalism, and very importantly show
people that Black men and women
can carry themselves in a wonderful,
graceful way and be authoritative,
credible and knowledgeable.
Read on to learn more about these
standouts, how they’ve survived, what
it’s like to do their job, and more
about what makes them tick. 
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BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY
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On the
Move
Christina Long has been selected as the
Wichita
Chamber
of Comm e r c e ’s
2018 Exceptional
Young
L e a d e r.
Long, is
the owner
Long
and principal consultant of CML Collective. The
award, established just last year, provides
premiere recognition of extraordinary
young talent who have a history of demonstrated leadership within their job and
philanthropic involvement.
A graduate of Wichita State University,
Christina has more than 15 years of experience in the field of communication and
design. Dedicated to the Wichita community, she serves as the historian for Wichita
Urban Professionals; as President/Chief
Executive of the Create Campaign, Inc., a
nonprofit dedicated to helping urban entrepreneurs to launch, innovate and excel; as
a leader of NetWork Kansas’ Wichita Urban
E-Community; and a board member of the
Wichita Regional Chamber of Commerce.
Christal Watson has been appointed
to serve as
Deputy Chief
of Staff for
N e i g h b o rhood/Small
Business Development
for the Wyandotte Unified
Government
Watson
by recently
elected Mayor David Alvey. In this newly
created position, Watson will be charged
with driving an agenda to “build the city
from neighborhoods up.” Watson comes
to the position from the Heartland Black
Chamber of Commerce, where she served
as president and CEO. Watson has a Master
of Arts degree in Organizational Development and experience in organizational,
business and workforce development.
Send us Your On the
Move Announcements
We welcome news about promotions,
retirements, appointments, awards and
recognitions. Submit them @ www.communityvoiceks.com .

Cynthia Newsome, News Anchor
@KSHB, Since 1997
Age: 59
Hometown: Niceville, FL
College: Oral Roberts University
Years in the Industry: 37
How have you survived in the
industry? I attribute my survival
to being flexible to changes and
teachable. I also survived because I
am motivated to continue my career.
My goal is to use my platform
in television news to help other
people. That's the joy that keeps me
motivated to get up every morning
and do my best to tell the news with
compassion, honesty, character and
connect viewers to the people in my
stories.
I am also proud that since coming
to Kanas City 20 years ago I founded
Awesome Ambitions, a college
and career readiness program for
8th through 12th grade girls in the
Kansas City area (www.awesomeambitions.com). I'm able to invest in
the lives of my Awesome girls in the
same way so many people helped
me realize my dreams in life. Finally, my faith in my Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, has kept me inspired to
keep going when it's not easy.

WALLACE
from page 7
tended to blame myself for any
shortcomings in my life in this
industry.
How do you feel about being
approached when you are in
public? Selfies? Autographs? No
problem, as long as it’s friendly and
respectful.
Were/are you an athlete?
In high school, I played football,
basketball and ran track. As hob-

What's the hardest part of
your job? The hardest part of
my job is the tragic stories I cover
when people have been murdered
or their children were murdered
or killed in crashes or horrible accidents. Talking about their sorrow
hurts. It is a comfort to know that
when they trust me to tell their story-I strive to connect their hearts with
the viewers.
What's the easiest part of
your job? The easiest part of my
job is meeting wonderful people and
telling their stories.
What do you like most about
the Kansas City market? I believe Kansas City is amazing because
we're in the heart of the country, we
bies, when I was younger, I played
racquetball and softball.
What’s something interesting and fun about yourself
that people may not know? I
love, love, love Christmas, movies,
history, and a researching a few
historical events: the attack on
Pearl Harbor, D-Day, the sinking of
the Titanic, the JFK Assassination
are among them.
Your music choice? Aretha
Franklin and Whitney Houston. I
love Motown and also Frank Sinatra.

Meet the Newbies
Some of them have been
around for a while, but
not as long as these
veterans. Learn more
about other AfricanAmerican television
anchors across Kansas
in our next issue.

have the ballet, symphony, extraordinary theater, awesome music of
all kinds and a vibrant city that is
growing and alive.
Tell us about your most
memorable interview? My most
memorable interview is with Aren
Almon in Oklahoma City after the
bombing of the Murrah Federal
Building. She is the mother of the
baby who died in the day-care at the
Federal Building. A picture of her
baby's body being cradled in the
arms of an Oklahoma City firefighter
went global. I was the first reporter
to interview her and introduced her
to the firefighter who carried her
baby's body out of the demolished
building.
What something professionally that you haven’t done yet
that you want to do? Because I
am a breast cancer survivor, I want
to continue making a difference on
the air to help raise awareness and
save lives of women who are mistakenly waiting until it's too late to get
a mammogram or do their monthly
breast self-exams. Please do not be
afraid of finding out you have breast
cancer, be afraid of finding out too
late.
How do you feel about being

BUSBY
from page 7
eye of a hurricane
What is the toughest challenge for African Americans
looking to make it in this
industry? I think just to be
considered more than just a slot
to fill. So many of us are quite
experienced and talents, and
sometimes we still have to fight
for the better shift or decent story
to cover
How do you feel about being approached when you are
in public? Selfies? Autographs?
It doesn’t bother me at all. I
welcome it. It is my way to say
“thanks for watching!”
Selfies? Sure! I always tell
people to “Tag me on Facebook,
InstaGram, Snapchat or Twitter. It
is Bryan, with a ‘Y’.”
Autographs? No problem. I just
think it is sometimes awkward for
some folks to ask. And I feel weird

approached when you are in
public? Selfies? Autographs? I
am thrilled when people come up to
me in public and say hello. They're
typically very respectful and do not
spend a great deal of time-- when
they see me in a grocery store or
at the mall. I'm happy people are
watching. I thank them for watching.
Were you a reporter in high
school? What after school activities
or sports did you play? I attended
Niceville High School where I started
start our high school newspaper The
Eagle Edition, and was its editor. I
was also Miss Niceville High School
in 1976 and played one year on the
school basketball team.
What's something interesting
and fun about yourself that
people may not know? I play the
guitar--just for fun... mostly praise
and worship songs. I'm a Christian
and I attend United Believers
Community Church.
Who is your favorite music
artist? What is your favorite genre
of music to listen to? Contemporary
Christian Music is my favorite genre
but I listen to all kinds of music. I
love, love, Oleta Adams. Awesome
singer, inspiring woman. 

volunteering to offer the opportunity, whether pic or signature.
We work through it, one way or
the other.
What's something interesting and fun about yourself
that people may not know? I
have been perfecting my skill doing character voices for cartoons
and such. I am the voice of my
own cartoon character Georgie
Global, a feature that has appeared on the web, television, and
in newspapers, I provide all of
the voices (except Santa) during
my annual radio Santa tracking,
and I recently provided the voices
for the pig, horse and bull on the
American Royal television commercials.
Your music choice? Bruno
Mars I like a lot. Most of my music
is jazz, old R and B, and classic
rock. However, since I play in
orchestras (and also conduct
musical groups)I love classical
music, too. 
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BY THE NUMBERS
We’re
Growing
But not as much as some
2005
All
Kansans 2,688,418
African
Americans 161,766
Hispanics 150,229
Whites

2,260,288

2015

+8.1%

192,710
338,481

+19.1%
+79.8%
-.3%

2,254,581

African Americans are no longer the state’s largest minority.

All
Kansans

African
Americans

Hispanics

Whites

$27,706

Income per capita

$18,785

$14,157

$30,941

29.4%

58.0%

43.6%

25.0%

Homes w/o a vehicle

5.2%

16.2%

5.3%

4.5%

Unemployment rate

5.9%

12.8%

8.1%

5.0%

13.6%

25.4%

25.3%

10.6%

55.6%

46.7%

42.7%

Renting

% in Poverty

Educated
Adults
Some room for improvement
All
Kansans
African
Americans
Hispanics
Whites

Adults w/o high
school diploma

Adults with
college degree

9.8%

31%

12.8%
38.7%

19.1%
11.9%

6.4%

33.4%

Renter-occupied
homes with gross rent 44.4%
as 30% (or greater) of
income
Owner-occupied with
gross housing of 30% 21.1%
(or greater) of income

37.4%

FEB. 1, 2018

Registration

Welcome,
2nd Floor Rotunda
Delta Sigma Theta Regional Director, Jacqueline Dillard, MA, MBA
Bobby Love, KAAAC
The State of Black Kansas
2nd Floor Rotunda
Exerting Power to Effect Change

Capitol Visitors Center

2nd Floor Rotunda

Meeting Rooms/Visitors
Center
The Smart Justice Agenda – a platform for criminal justice reform
Micah Kubic, CEO, ACLU of Kansas
Advancing Health Care Reform in Kansas
Sheldon Weisgrau, Director, Health Reform Resource Project
Break

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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10:30
10:45

Gather at the Kansas House Chambers

11:00

House session opens, with recognition

3rd Floor

11:30

Lunch (Must pre-order lunch online @ Eventbrite

2nd Floor Rotunda

Noon

2018 Legislative Update
Members of the Kansas Black Legislative Caucus

2nd Floor Rotunda

12:45

Breakout sessions

Visitors Center Meeting
Rooms

Let People Vote
Education Panel
Moderator, Beryl New, Director of Certified Personnel and Equity, Topeka
Public Schools
Dr. Charles Rankin, Professor of Educational Leadership, Kansas State
University
Other panelist to be announced
1:30

Advocacy time, visit the legislators

2:15

Gather at the Senate Chambers

30.7%

19.8%

Numbers provided on this page are from the Kansas Health Institutes
2017 book, “Chartbooks:” Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities in a
Changing Kansas.” Statistics are 2015 unless otherwise specified.
*Wealth numbers are Federal stats provided by the Survey of Consumer Finance Combined Extract Data, 2013.

8:30 a.m.

Breakout sessions

Whites

28.1%

Racial Wealth Gap
$134,230

*Median Average
Wealth, by Race

$100,000

8 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

Percent of AfricanAmerican homes in
Kansas with a Single
parent.

Numbers for other races
All
Kansans 31.3%
Hispanics 34.2%

A crucial measure of economic health

Kansas Black Leadership Day
Feb. 15, 2018 - Topeka Capitol

9 a.m.

61.4%

It’s tough out there

% Increase

2,907,289

Doing it on 1 Income

All About the $$$

$50,000

$11,030

Black
White
Wealth, unlike income, is a family’s net assets -- savings, investments,
house equity, etc. The Average wealth for White families is seven
times higher than average wealth for Black families, even taking into
consideration, age, household structure, education level, income or
occupation.
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BY THE NUMBERS
% Uninsured

16.5%
Whites
8.7%

Percent of Adults Who Did
Not Seek Care Due to Cost
All
Kansans
13.3%

Hispanics
+26.9%

% of Total
Enrollees

Whites

3,288
6,235
63,357

Unknown

24,459

+3.3%
6.3%
64.1%
24.8%

African
Americans
Hispanics

*98,780 Kansans enrolled in the Marketplace
for 2017, with a total of 86,310 actually paying premiums and acquiring coverage.

African
Americans
24.1%

Whites
11.0%

Expand Medicaid?
Comparison with states
that expand Medicaid

Kansans on Obamacare 2017
Number
enrolled

Per 100,000

(During the Past 12 months)

African
Americans

Marketplace
Enrollees

Mortality Rates

Expansion
States
White
Minorities

Coronary heart
disease

African
Americans

Whites

92
168

105
218

92
167

Diabetes

20

39

Homicide

4

19

19
3

15

8

16

Cancer

Suicide
Age adjusted
YPLL (years of
potential life lost)

2009 %
Uninsured

2016 %
Uninsured

9.7%
20.8%

4.3%
10.0%

For Kansas, the YPLL rate is based on premature mortality before the average age of life expectancy (age 75). Every year of life
lost before age 75 contributes to the numerator which is the total
number of years of potential life lost. Rates are for 2009-2013, per
100,000 persons.

6.4%
16.3%

Numbers provided are from the Kansas Health Institutes 2017 “Chartbooks:” Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities in a Changing Kansas,”
KHI’s analysis of U.S. Census Bureau’s 2009-16 American Community
Survey, and the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

Kansas
White
Minorities

All
Kansans

10.3%
24.4%

6,257

9,663

6,053

Infant Mortality

Per 1,000 births

All
Kansans

African
Americans

Whites

6.4%

13.9%

5.2%

African Americans
by County
Geary

8.9

Johnson

12.6

Riley

15.9

Sedgwick

17.2

Shawnee
Wyandotte

13.0
12.1

Rates for
births to Kansas residents
for 2009-2013.

Substance Use

Adult Current Smoking

All
Kansans

African
Americans

Whites

19.5%

26.4%

19.0%

JOIN US FOR

Kansas Black Legislative Day
Or

•Learn more about legislative issues and the
impact they can have on African-Americans
across the state.

THURS.

•MORNING ISSUES WORKSHOPS

TOPEKA CAPITOL
8:30 A.M. - 3 P.M.

•Learn how to lobby effectively for change

•MEET OTHER COMMUNITY LEADERS
AND ACTIVISTS FROM ACROSS THE
STATE

REGISTER ONLINE @ EVENTBRITE.COM
SPONSORED BY:
MEDIA SPONSOR:

KANSAS BLACK LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS

Kansas State Conference
of NAACP Branches

FRATERNITIES
SORORITIES
COMMUNITY
GROUPS
SOCIAL CLUBS
INDIVIDUALS
MINISTERS
CONGREGATIONS
EDUCATORS
STUDENTS
RETIREES

EVERYONE IS
WELCOME

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

•WATCH YOUR LEGISLATORS IN ACTION

with
lunch &
Materials

|

•VISIT YOUR LEGISLATORS

$15
FEB. 1, 2018

FEB. 15

free
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE
By the Numbers

Kansas
Prisons
Prison Population as of June 30, 2017
Qty.

%

By Race
Total

9,803

White

6,649

67.8%

Black

2,813

28.7%

Prison Population as of June 30, 2017
By Education

Qty.

%

GED

2,768

28.2%

0-11

4,303

43.9%

Greater than
High School

840

High School
Grad
Unknown

1,597

.09%
16.3%

295

.03%

Incarceration rate per 100,000
KS
328

456

White

246

275

1,734

1,408

278

173

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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Racial Disparity in Incarceration
KS

National

Black:White
Ratio

7.0:1

5.0:1

Hispanic:White
Ratio

1.2:1

1.4:1

Disenfranchised Population
KS
17,594
Total
% of Population
.80%
5,601
% of Population 4.29%

Black

National
2.47%
1,408
7.44%

KS Prison Cost per inmate per year
Fiscal Year
end 6/3/17

W

ith more than 2 million incarcerated
people, the United States has the unenviable designation of being the world’s
largest jailer. Maintaining a prison system of this
size carries enormous costs—financial, moral,
and for the safety and vitality of our communities.
Kansas has a history of bipartisan, smart justice reform, the most recent championed by Gov.
Sam Brownback. Still, the trend of rising incarceration has not been stopped or reversed. The
state’s crime rate has fallen consistently, but the
Kansas prison population has quadrupled from
2,300 in 1978 to 9,700 in 2014. The number of
incarcerated people is expected to keep growing,
outstripping the capacity of already over-crowded
correctional facilities.
Keeping 9,800 Kansans, many of them nonviolent drug offenders or individuals with mental
illnesses, in prison cost taxpayers $364 million in
2017. Local governments spend millions more on
local correctional facilities. The call of reformers is to change the state’s policies in a way that
directs more resources to education, healthcare,

infrastructure, and/or crime prevention.
Racial disparity is a serious problem in Kansas
prisons. In 2016, Blacks and Hispanics made up
18% of the state’s population, but one-third of the

prison population. Across the country, blacks and
Hispanics are incarcerated at higher rates than
whites—but the level of racial disparity in Kansas
is far higher than the nation as a whole. 

Kansas Legislature just approved moving forward with plans to have the nation’s largest private-prison
operator build a new state prison to replace Lansing, one of the state’s oldest and largest facilities.
With projections of overcrowding in the state’s prison system projected to be more than 1700 over
capacity by 2025, a coalition of Kansas grass roots organizations are calling for criminal justice reform
versus spending millions on new prisons.

National

Total
Black
Juvenile
Custody
Rate

Criminal Justice: An Expensive System

$25,841

Numbers provided are from the Kansas Dept.
of Corrections 2017 Annual Report and the
sentencingproject.org. Sentencing project
stats are 2013 -2016.

Diverse Coalition Calls for “Smart” Justice Reform
A coalition made up of civil rights, faith-based,
social service and community improvement organizations from across the political and ideological
spectrum have been working collectively since
2016 to bring about what they feel are “smart”
reforms to Kansas’ Criminal Justice System.
Kansans for Smart Justice is calling for “common sense changes” to Kansas’ criminal justice
system that they say will make communities safer,
save taxpayers money and reduce incarceration
at the same time.
“The criminal justice system in Kansas is
broken and urgently needs reform,” said Michal
Kubic, executive director of the ACLU of Kansas.
The coalition proposed an agenda of changes,
several of which are already being considered
through bills currently being worked in the legislative session. However, Kubic said the agenda is
the group’s key priority for this and subsequent
legislative sessions.
The agenda includes:

EXPANDED USE OF DIVERSION.
Diversion is a tool that allows individuals to
avoid criminal charges if they follow a prescribed
program. Currently, prosecutors in Kansas have
broad discretion in their use of diversion. The
Smart Justice agenda calls for the expanded use

of diversion, particularly for non-violent drug
offenses and for individuals with mitigating circumstances like mental illness. The group also
called for a reduction in diversion fees to make
its use more affordable.
“Diversion is terribly underutilized in Kansas,”
says Kubic, noting that Kansas uses diversion at
half the rate of the rest of the country.
The group encouraged passage of HB2681,
which standardizes the diversion process, makes
individuals better aware of their ability to request
a diversion, collects data on diversion requests
and denials, and encourages prosecutors to
seriously consider diversion as a viable option.
If adopted, HB2681 would result in a reduced
prison population and reduced costs to taxpayers.

REDUCE SENTENCES FOR NONVIOLENT DRUG POSSESSION
Drug offenses are the biggest contributor to
admissions in Kansas prisons. The group supports adoption of HB2049 which passed the
Kansas Senate 38 to 1 earlier this session. The
bill reduces first-time marijuana possession
offenses from the current charges of a Class A
misdemeanor, punishable by up to one year in
jail and a $2,500 fine, to a Class B misdemeanor,

punishable by no more than six months in jail
and a $1,000 fine.
Second time marijuana possession offenses
would be reduced to a Class A misdemeanor
from a felony offense, punishable by fines of up
to $100,000 and jail time ranging from a mandatory minimum 10 month prison sentence up to
three and a half years.
The bill does not apply to possession of over
456 grams of cannabis, which would remain a
felony possession with intent to distribute charge.
The bill, which was approved by the Kansas
House last May, now returns to the House for approval of amendments made in the Senate.

IMPROVE REENTRY SERVICES
The group calls for increased funding to support proven, evidence-based programs that help
reduce recidivism.
SuEllen Fried, who represented a non-profit
group that works with returning inmates, broke
recidivism down by the numbers.
“Ninety-eight percent of all people who are
in prison will return to society and 50-67% will
return to prisons. Those are the recidivism rates
nationally,” said Fried.

See SMART JUSTICE page B5

Increasing the Use of Diversion

D

iversion has proven to be an effective
alternative to prison time for low-level
offenders.
In a diversion, prosecutors agree not to
pursue charges against an individual who
would otherwise face prosecution, provided
that the individual follows a prescribed program of treatment, services, restitution, or
community service. It is especially appropriate for individuals with minimal criminal
records, who committed a non-violent offense
and pose no risk to the community, or who
need mental health or substance abuse treatment.
Locking non-violent, low-risk individuals
behind bars does nothing to make communities safer, and only results in higher costs for
taxpayers.
Diversion helps prevent children from suffering the long-term harms of being subjected
to parental incarceration. Giving individuals
the chance to remain with and provide for their
families, while participating in a restitution
program and being held accountable, makes
communities stronger. It is less disruptive
than

not widely used in KAnsAs
Kansas prosecutors have sole discretion
over when to grant diversion. In Kansas,
only 5% of felony cases are handled through
diversion. Data from the U.S. Department
of Justice shows that, nationally, over 9% of
all felony cases are sent to diversion. That
means that Kansas prosecutors use diversionat a rate just half that of the national average.
There are enormous disparities in the use
of diversion across the state. Some local
prosecutors refuse to offer diversion at all.
Even some of the largest jurisdictions in the
state—where caseloads strain resources, jails
are overcrowded, and diversion could help
alleviate some of this stress—use diversion at

very low rates.
These differences emerge because each
prosecutor establishes an independent diversion policy. Diversion is not standardized
or uniform. Each prosecutor approaches it
differently; the application process,decision
criteria, and even the offenses for which a
diversion may be considered all vary widely
by county.

suggestions foR gRowing use
The Smart Justice Coalition has proposed
some of the following policy changes to help
increase the use of diversion in Kansas.
Steps that would encourage increased use of
diversion include:
• Require statewide use of a single, uniform
diversion application form.
• Require prosecutors to make all defendants
aware that they can request diversion. Currently, defendants without attorneys may not
be aware that diversion is an option.
• Require prosecutors to provide a written
explanation to the defendant when a diversion
request is rejected.
• Collect data on diversions requested, denied,
and granted. Current data on diversion is
limited to the number granted.
No demographic data is currently available.
• Dramatically reduce diversion fees. Participants are charged fees that vary widely by
county and discourage participation.
• Support from local community members,
encouraging prosecutors to treat diversion
as a preferred option for non-violent, low-risk
offenders. Prosecutors should be especially
encouraged to use diversion when offenders
are experiencing a mental illness.
A bill that included most of these,
common-sense fixes to the system passed
the Corrections Committee of the Kansas
House of Representatives in 2016 with strong,
bipartisan support. 

Representatives from Kansas Appleseed suggested passage of an adult program similar to the
Juvenile Justice Reform bill recently passed by the
Kansas Senate. SB367, encourages a reduction in
incarceration of juvenile offenders and redirection of the money saved towards support of
evidence-based reentry programs.
The group also encouraged adoption of Banthe-Box and encourages the State of Kansas to
follow the lead set by the Cities of Topeka and
Wichita and Wyandotte County. Banning the box
would strike questions about criminal history
from initial state employment applications. According to Fried, 20 states have passed ban-the-

2
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Kansas law currently allows law enforcement
agencies to permanently seize citizens’ property
based solely on a suspicion that it was involved
in criminal activity. A citizen doesn’t have to be
convicted of a crime to have his/her assets seized.
“Such suspicion is often ill-founded, can be the
product of government over-reach, and results in
innocent citizens having their property unfairly
stripped from them,” said Kubic.
The Smart Justice Agenda calls for the amendment of Kansas law to require a conviction on a
relevant criminal charge before assets are forfeited. Each year, bills are introduced addressing
similar reforms in state forfeiture laws. 

The Smart Justice Agenda
1

expAnd the use of diveRsion

2

ReduCe sentenCes foR non-violent dRug possession

3

impRove ReentRy seRviCes

Local prosecutors have broad discretion in their use of diversion, a tool that allows individuals to avoid criminal charges if they follow a prescribed program. Diversion is appropriate for those with minimal criminal records, who would be charged with non-violent drug offenses,
or who have mitigating circumstances like mental illness. In those cases, public safety, community
interests, and cost containment are best served through diversion. Kansas prosecutors should be
encouraged to use diversion more widely, and to routinely consider it as a viable option for meeting
community safety and criminal justice priorities. Diversion fees should be reduced as much as possible. Prosecutors should be highly encouraged to use diversion when the offender has a mental
illness; in those cases, a treatment program is preferred to incarceration.
The Kansas Legislature should pass a diversion bill with a goal of standardizing the diversion
process, make individuals better aware of their ability to request a diversion, collect data on diversion requests and denials, and encourage prosecutors to seriously consider diversion as a viable
option. If adopted, this kind of will will result in the expanded use of diversion, a reduced prison
population, and reduced costs for taxpayers.

Drug offenses are far and away the biggest contributor to admissions in Kansas prisons.
Kansas adopted a forward-thinking drug policy in 2003, requiring mandatory treatment rather
than prison for first-time drug offenders. Recent changes to the state sentencing guidelines mean
that subsequent offenses carry outrageously high prison sentences. For many of these crimes, the
Kansas sentencing guidelines are harsher than those in the federal system, where sentences are
already unnecessarily harsh. Sentencing Kansans to lengthy prison time for simple possession
does not make communities strong or control costs. The Legislature should reduce sentences by
de-felonizing some drug possession offenses, a step already taken by fifteen other states including
South Carolina, Utah, and Wyoming,

Although the recidivism rate in Kansas is much better than the national average (33%
compared to 68% nationally), thousands of Kansans return to prison because of a lack of
services to assist them in reentering communities. Kansas lacks adequate services, inside and
outside of correctional facilities, to assist individuals in reentering the community
after completing their sentences. Many effective programs already exist in Kansas and have significantly contributed to the state’s relatively low recidivism rate. Even more progress could be made if
the state increased funding and support to these proven programs. State government should also
follow the lead set by Topeka, Wichita, and Wyandotte County in “banning the box” - striking questions about criminal history from initial state employment applications.

4

RefoRm Civil Asset foRfeituRe lAws

Kansas law currently allows law enforcement agencies
to permanently seize citizens’ property based solely on a suspicion that it was involved
in criminal activity. A citizen need not be convicted of a crime to have his/her assets seized. Such
suspicion is often ill-founded, can be the product of government over-reach, and results in innocent
citizens having their property unfairly stripped from them. To better protect the rights of Americans,
Kansas law should be amended to require a conviction on a relevant criminal charge before assets
are forfeited. 
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their criminal history at the start of the job
application process. When ex-offenders check
the “yes” box on an application’s question about
their criminal history, they essentially remove
themselves from the applicant pool, limiting
their ability to find a job to support themselves
and their families.
More than two dozen states and hundreds of
municipalities— including Topeka, Wichita, and
Wyandotte County—have banned the box on
applications for most public sector employment
opportunities. Federal agencies now delay probing into an applicant’s criminal history until later
in the hiring process.
Banning the box does not require employers
to hire ex-offenders. It simply does not allow
employers to screen out applications before an
individual’s other relevant qualifications are considered, giving individuals a second chance. 

RefoRm Civil Asset
foRfeituRe lAws

|

W

ithin three years, 33% of those
released from a Kansas prison will
have returned. That recidivism rate is
much better than the national average of 68%.
Still with the high costs of incarceration to the
State, citizens and communities, the state, and
the community must look for ways to help drive
those numbers down.
One program that’s gaining attention across
the country is the concept of “Ban the Box.”
Banning the box means no longer
forcing job seekers to
disclose

box measures.

feb. 1, 2018

The Case for Ban-the-Box
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VOTER RIGHTS & ENGAGEMENT
By the Numbers

Civic
Engagement
% Who always or sometimes vote
in local elections.
KS

National

White

61.6%

59.6%

Black

46.3%

61.5%

Latino

26.8%

32.5%

% Contacting or visiting a public
official
%
White

15.5%

Black

8.5%

Latino

8.9%

Comparison of Black elected
officials to Kansas’ 6.2% Black
population
Total
Total
Elected Black
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Deficit

Kansas
House

125

6

.05% <-2>

Kansas
Senate

40

2

.05% <-.5>

6

0

0% <-.4>

Statewide
Office
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%

Numbers from the Kansas Civic Health Index,
compiled by the Kansas Health Foundation and
the National Council on Citizenship.

Report Says “Civic” Health of Kansas Black Community Low

T

he 2016 report, “Kansas Civic
Health Index” is a first-time look
at civic and political engagement
in Kansas. Using data from the U.S.
Census Bureau’s Current Population
Survey (CPS), this report examines
“civic health” in Kansas.

WHAT IS CIVIC HEALTH
AND WHY DOES IT
MATTER? Civic health is the
degree to which a whole community
involves its people and organizations
in addressing its problems.
According to the National Conference on Citizenship website, “communities with strong indicators of
civic health have higher employment
rates, stronger schools, better physical
health, and more responsive governments.”
In other words, when citizens get
engaged to move items of interest and
concerns forward, the results are a
better place to live. A low level of
civic health can lead to dysfunctions
in communities that make it harder to
address pressing public problems.”

WHAT THE KANSAS
REPORT FOUND Report
findings show Kansas is similar to
other states around the country with
Sociodemographics factors such as
education, income, race, and ethnicity are highly related to many of the

factors, especially civic engagement
and political involvement. People with
low income, low educational attainment and minorities are less civically
engaged.
So, to move issues forward,
especially those of concern to these
demographic groups, the report
emphasizes taking steps to move
participation in civic engagement and
voter participation.

REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS The report, prepared
in a partnership between the Kansas
Health Foundation and the National
Conference on Citizenship, presents
recommendations made by approximately 50 stakeholders to address
these issues of and strengthen the civic
health in Kansas: Their recommendations include:
Increase Participation in the
Democratic System Voter Registration, Education, and Mobilization
•Educationeffortsneedtobe
culturally competent and emphasize
bringing those to the polls who are not
and have not been there.
•Communitieswithlowvoterturnout should be provided tools to better
understand their potential impact on
elections.
•Inaddition,greatersupport
with child care, transportation, and

employer flexibility could make a significant difference in civic engagement
in many communities.
•Stakeholdersalsostressedefforts
to engage voters should be sustained
beyond election cycles.
Transparency and Campaign
Finance Reform
Stakeholders believe that citizens
are more likely to engage when they
believe the political system is transparent and the election process is fair.
Among the specific actions recommended were:
•StrengtheningtheKansasOpen
Records Act,
•Providingbetterlegislativehearing
notifications, and
•Becauseoftheperceptionthat
elected officials cater to the interests
of large political campaign donors,
the report suggest campaign finance
reform.
Leadership Diversity
Stakeholders discussed leadership
that stems from and is representative
of the community it serves is critical to
strengthening civic engagement.
Build In-State Advocacy Capacity
Stakeholders identified the advocates and advocacy organizations that
currently exist in Kansas as important
assets for civic engagement. Supporting, sustaining, and increasing the
capacity and connectedness of exist-

ing advocacy organizations would
strengthen civic health in Kansas.
•Moreeducationisnecessary
to help advocates better understand what they can do in terms of
advocacy, lobbying, and proactively
building civic engagement efforts into
their work. .
Increasing Connectedness
Stakeholders suggested advocacy
efforts in Kansas can seem disjointed
and not connected to a larger
movement, which leads to advocacy
organizations feeling like they exist
in silos.
•Advocacyorganizationsneedto
be better connected, with increased
networks and more coordination of
efforts, thereby alleviating feelings of
fragmentation and increasing power.
Leverage Media and Journalism
The media is uniquely positioned
to give Kansans the information and
tools they need to fully take part in
their democracy. Stakeholders suggested building capacity in journalism
and fostering better connections and
collaborations between the media
and community partners will help
strengthen civic health in Kansas.
The capacity of local news outlets
(particularly smaller ones) should
be expanded. Building this capacity
would focus on creating stronger 

Kansas Coalition Pushing Bill to Increase Participation in Elections

T

he Kansas Coalition for Citizen Participation
is pushing for a hearing during the 2018 Legislative session on a bill aimed at increasing
citizen participation in Kansas elections.
The bill would:
•RepealtheSecretaryofState’sproofofcitizenship requirement for voter registration,
•Enactelection-dayregistrationtoallowcitizens
to register and cast a ballot on the same day,
•WithdrawKansasfromthe“InterstateCrosscheck” voter registration system, and
•Expandearlyvotingwithapermanentadvance
voter status.
KCCP is comprised of organizations that serve a

diverse range of Kansans, who are concerned about
the state’s election policies having a negative impact
on citizens exercising their right to vote.
The group notes that Kansas consistently ranks
among the bottom third of states for both voter
registration and voter turnout.
“Policies such as Secretary Kobach’s “Show
MeYourPapers”lawhavekepttensofthousands
of citizens who do not have ready access to their
citizenship documents—including veterans, senior
citizens, students, and people on a low or fixedincome—shut out of the process,” wrote the group
in a recent press release. “No Kansan should have
to choose between going to work and casting a

ballot. And no Kansan should have to pay exorbitant
fees for out of state documents in order to register
tovote.Mostofall,theserestrictionshavesenta
message to citizens across the state that their voice
does not matter.”
Among the changes the group are pushing for in
Kansasissamedayvoterregistration.Election-day
voter registration permits an eligible citizen to registerandcastaballotatthesametimeonElection
Day or during an early voting period. It has proven
to increase voter turnout rates 10-12% increases
voterturnoutandcivicengagement.Election-day
voter registration is easy to implement, non-controversial, and used throughout the United States. The

rather non-controversial system has been adopted
under Republicans and Democrats, and it’s used
in 13 states, and being consider for use in others.
According to the American Civil Liberties Union,
surveys of local election officials in seven states
using election-day registration found that costs were
“minimal” and no additional staff were needed.
KCCP is also working to build support among
Kansans for the federal government to pass the
Voting Rights Advancement Act, which will protect
the right to vote across the United States. The Act
would stop Kansas and other states from passing
new voting laws that are discriminatory or suppress
the vote. 
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education
By the numbers

Education
Children Living in Poverty - 2016
Qty.

%

Total

99,000

14%

White

50,000

black

14,000

32%
11%

4th Graders Who Performed
below Reading Level - 2015
%
White

58%

black

85%

8th Graders Who Performed
below math Level - 2015
%
White

62%

black

87%

Children Who have been expelled* 2011-12
Qty.
White

400

black

100

rate/10,000
12/10,000
34/10,000

Children Who have been Suspended* 2011-12

4%
3%

black
in-school
out of school

9%
13%

3,100
4,600

Numbers from Kids Count , Kansas Action
for Children and the Kansas Department of
Education.

poor or low-income. (For Whites, the proportion
is only about one-third.) As the Stanford University
education professor Sean Reardon reported in a
path-breaking recent study of test results from every school district, “Of the 1,000 poorest districts
in the U.S., only 68 (6.8%) have mean test scores
at or above the national average.” Reardon’s
findings show that school reforms “might be
necessary but … they are not sufficient” to close
the achievement gaps, as Southern Education
Foundation President Kent McGuire told me at an
Atlantic forum on education this week.
Without strategies (from affordable housing
initiatives to school-assignment policies) that
also combat the economic isolation of so many
African American and Hispanic students, the U.S.
is unlikely to ever entirely close the racial and
income gap in its educational performance. In
an information-based global economy—where
jobs and opportunity flow to the nations nurturing
innovation and skills—all Americans could pay a
mounting price for that failure. 
Opinions of The Atlantic’s Ronald Brownstein

Education After No Child Left Behind

K

ansas Education Commissioner Randy Watson Watson said he expects to see gradual
progress in coming years.
“We will not see, if we do this correctly, a
dramatic increase like we saw under No Child Left
Behind,” he said. “Because we don’t want to teach
to the test.”
No Child Left Behind refers to a bygone federal
law that Congress replaced in 2015. It fueled a
rise in the prominence of standardized test scores
to gauge school performance in an effort to shed

light on and resolve systemic academic achievement gaps among certain student groups, such as
children from low-income families and racial and
ethnic minorities.
The law was unpopular because it set lofty
goals tied to punitive measures for schools that
failed to meet them. The new federal law is viewed
as a step away from that punitive approach.
Other Measures of Success
Watson emphasized that state math and English
test scores are just one measure of student out-

comes. The state is also looking at ACT scores, Advanced Placement scores, dual-credit enrollment
among high school students and higher education
continuation rates, among other figures, to try to
piece together a portrait of how Kansas schools
and their students are faring.
About half of Kansas high school graduates attain college or career credentials or are enrolled
in college in their first two years after leaving
school, according to the state education department. 
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*Expulsion -- removed for the remainder of the
year.
Suspended, out-of-school -- temporarily
removed from his or her school at least half day
-- but less than the remainder of the school year.
Suspended, in school -- temporarily removed
from classroom for disciplinary purposes but
under direct supervision.

1990s when African Americans and Hispanics failed to gain ground on most of those
tests. Could No Child Left Behind brought
about change? That law required schools
to publicly report test results for each
racial group and prescribed clear penalties
if they failed to improve performance for all
students. The test and graduation trends for
minority students suggest that pressure had
a positive (if often resented) effect.
Under its replacement, the Every Student
Succeeds Act that Obama signed last year,
schools still must test annually and report
the results by racial group. But now districts will decide how to intervene in underperforming schools. The law will succeed
only if communities feel as much urgency about
lifting all of their students without the pressure of
federal penalties if they don’t.
Although white, African American and Hispanic
students are now about equally likely to start
college immediately after completing high school,
black and brown students remain much less likely
to complete a BA within six years. That disparity
hints at the large enduring difference in the quality of the K-12 preparation many minority students
are receiving.
Truly leveling the playing field will require
difficult changes in the education system, such
as greater efforts to ensure that more of the best
teachers are assigned to the schools facing the
most obstacles rather than those enjoying the
most advantages. But it also requires a realistic
acknowledgement that schools alone cannot overcome all of the headwinds confronting minority
and low-income students.
Today about three-fourths of both African
American and Hispanic students attend schools
where a majority of their classmates qualify as

|
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%

T

he National Center for Education Statistics
projects that by 2025, whites will shrink to
46% of public school students Already in
Kansas’ large urban school districts, minorities
are already more than 50% of the students or approaching that number.
This demographic transformation frames the
education system’s key coming test: extending the
opportunity it already provides to kids from the
best neighborhoods to those trying to climb from
the most troubled communities. Asian American
students now equal (or exceed) whites on most
key achievement measures. But African Americans and Hispanics, who comprise the vast bulk
of the new non-white student majority, still face
troubling gaps.
Though long implicitly tolerated, that imbalance has grown unsustainable because those
young people constitute an increasing share of
our future workers and taxpayers. Unless the U.S.
can equip more Black and Brown young people
to succeed, it will face widening inequality, a
skills shortage, and growing pressure on Social
Security and Medicare as fewer workers earn the
middle-class wages that sustain the payroll taxes
underpinning those programs. Only boosting the
young people already best positioned to scale the
ladder won’t meet the economy’s needs anymore.
Recent trends offer some reason for optimism.
Since 2000, with little notice, the gap between
both African American and Hispanic students
and Whites has narrowed in the 4th and 8th
grade tests in math and the 4th grade reading test
conducted for the National Assessment of Educational Progress, the nation’s common yardstick of
student performance. On 8th grade math, the gap
since has narrowed for Hispanic but not Black
students.
That’s a significant improvement from the

feb. 1, 2018
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Qty.
White
12,000
in-school
out-of -school 9,100

The Challenge of Educational Inequality
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economics
By the numbers

Payday
Loans

Payday Loan Demographics by Race
% of
payday
borrowers
White
black
Hispanic

% of adult
population

55%
23%
14%

64%
12%
16%

Odds of Payday Loan usage
blacks

105%
African Americans are more than twice as likely
to use or to have used a payday loan, than any
other race or ethnic group.

See MORe ecOnOMic nuMbeRS
“All About the $$$” Page b2
Numbers from Pew Charitable Trusts report
“Payday Lending in America.” 2012

STATE OF
bLACK KANSAS
P.O. Box 20804
Wichita, KS 67208
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Payday Loans Just One Economic Concern

T

he “All About the $$$” chart shows the economic strain African Americans in Kansas are
under. Black Kansans have a considerably
low per capita income, have double the unemployment rate of White’s and spend well more than the
recommended 30% of their income on housing. No
wonder, Blacks in Kansas are strapped for cash.
They’re struggling to make ends meet, and
when the ends don’t quite connect, they too often
turn to payday loans.
The Pew Charitable Choice report “Payday Lending in America,” says after controlling for other
characteristics, there are five groups that have
higher odds of having used a payday loan: those
without a four-year college degree; home renters;
those earning below $40,000 annually; those who
are separated or divorced; and African Americans.
In addition to being African Americans, Blacks
in Kansas disproportionately fall into each of the
other categories.
The facts are -- Kansas law makes getting a
payday loan relatively easy. In fact, Kansas’ current

payday policies are among the most favorable in
the country to lenders. Many states have passed
laws placing a variety of restrictions on payday
loans: from limiting interest rates to limiting the
number of loans and individual can have at one
time.
Often people express concerns about where
will people go for loans when they have no other
options? According to the Pew Report:
“In states that enact strong legal protections, the
result is a large net decrease in payday loan usage;
borrowers are not driven to seek payday loans
online or from other sources. In states with the
most stringent regulations, 2.9% of adults report
payday loan usage in the past five years (including
storefronts, online, or other sources). By comparison, overall payday loan usage is 6.3% in more
moderately regulated states and 6.6% in states with
the least regulation.”
The Kansas Legislature recently considered a
bill to tighten down on payday lending in the state.
The bill would have capped interest rates at 36%,

instead of the typical 400% plus, paid on loans in
Kansas.
Some legislators wanted to wait to see what
regulations would come from the Consumer
Financial Protection Board, a national organization
set up under the Obama administration to look
at a number of banking issues. The CFPB made
recommendations for new rules that would have
considerably moved the bar on payday loans, but
they weren’t implemented prior to the end of the
Obama administration.
January 16, was supposed to be the day the
CFPB recommendations were to kick in. However,
on that day, the Trump administration’s newly appointed head of the agency decided to suspend the
news rule indefinitely, and announced a “review”
of all agency operations. So, it appears the State
can’t expect help anytime soon from the Federal
government.
If Kansans want to see tighter regulations on
payday loans, it’s something that will have to be
taken care of right here at home. 
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The Royale, More Than a Play About Boxing
This play, which takes on history and race, premieres,
Thurs., Feb. 8

Y

is less about boxing and more about
exploring the complex questions of
pursuing actions that instigate social
and cultural changes. What does
it mean to fight, win and lose, both
personally, and as a society?
Profit who plays the Black heavyweight champion, Jay, “The Sport”
Jackson, says this is not a show about
boxing.
“It is show about a man who
struggles with the reality of the
violence that will surely occur if and
when he wins the title of champion,”
said Profit. “Anytime a barrier is
broken, a wall is torn down there are
repercussions. The struggle for me
as an actor has been to capture the
internal struggle of the character. It
has been interesting to explore and
understand the qualities of any man
or woman who has the strength to
pursue change in the face of known
danger. …just like Martin Luther King
and many others that have changed
history.”
In the story, Jay dreams of breaking
the racial barriers of the segregated
boxing world by becoming the first
African-American to be crowned the
undisputed Heavyweight Champion of
the World. When Max, an enterprising boxing promoter, successfully or-

Thurs., Feb. 8, at 8 p.m.,
and open on Fri., Feb. 9
for a three week. Two
matinee performances
on Sun., Feb. 11 and 18
will include a pre-show
presentation on the historical context of the play
and a post-show panel
discussion followed by a
meet and greet with the
cast. All performances
will be at the Wilke
Center, a new space
recently converted to a
black box style theatre
with modular seating and
stage configurations.
Individual tickets are
now on sale starting
at $17 for the preview
dress rehearsal on
Thurs., Feb. 8. Tickets
on regular Thursdays
and Sundays are $23;
Friday and Saturday are
$25. Group discounts
are available. Performances are every Thu,
Fri, Sat at 8 p.m. and
Sun at 2 p.m. through
25, 2018. Tickets are
available by phone 316618-0444 or at www.
forumwichita.com. 

Profit

Barnes

Breathett

Hayden

When:

Thurs. Feb. 8 - Sun. Feb. 25 -Thursdays through Saturdays, at 8 p.m. and
Sunday matinees at 2 p.m.

Where:

Wichita.

Wilke Center, 330 N. Broadway,

Tickets: $17 Feb. 8, Thursdays and Sun-

days. $23, Fridays and Saturdays $25. Tickets
are available by phone (316) 618-0444 or at
www.forumwichita.com.

entertainment. The nighttime concerts
will feature more than 40 acts and will
take place across five-stages in the
Louisiana Superdome – including the
Festival’s Mainstage and four intimate
Superlounges. For the first-time, the
Festival will also feature an ESSENCE
Superlounge with a unique DJ-curated
experience—with offerings by actor/
DJ Idris Elba, MC Lyte and more.
Other artists scheduled to perform
at the nightly Essence Festival Concerts
include: 112; Daniel Caesar; D-Nice;
Doug E. Fresh's Legends of Hip-Hop
Show featuring Big Daddy Kane, Kool

Moe Dee and more; DVSN; H.E.R.;
Kelela; Kelly Price's For The Love of
R&B featuring Dave Hollister and
Vaughn Willis; Kevin Ross; MAJOR.;
Mali Music; Marsha Ambrosius;
Mykia Jovan; Ro James; Teddy Riley's
New Jack Swing Experience featuring Wreckx-n-Effect, Blackstreet and
Guy; The Read's Kid Fury and Crissle;
VICTORY, and many more to be announced soon.
Weekend ticket packages are on
sale now with prices starting at $150.
For information about ticket sales,
accommodations and the latest news

about the ESSENCE Festival® visit

EssenceFestival.com. 

Xscape, is one of more than 40 acts announced as part of the 2018 Essence
Festival line-up.
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E

ssence has announced its initial
talent line-up for the 2018 Essence festival, schedule this year
for July 5-8 in New Orleans.
The nightly concert series keeps
the spotlight on women, featuring
electrifying headline performances
from Janet Jackson; Mary J. Blige; a
headline set featuring Erykah Badu
and Jill Scott, with special guests
Snoop Dogg and many others in a
special curation by The Roots; Xscape;
Fantasia; and Miguel.
Essence festival is four-days of
music, culture, empowerment and

|

2018 Essence Festival Initial Line-Up Announced
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ou may know the story, but do
you really know the implications
of the historic Jack Johnson versus Jim Jeffries Heavyweight Championship match of 1910? “The Royale,”
a new play by Marco Ramirez, the
creator of the Netflix series “Orange
is the New Black,” takes a glimpse
into the historical realities of a similar
fictional fight that takes place in the
height of the Jim Crow era.
The Forum Theater takes on this
riveting story of one man’s quest to
attain a championship and change the
world in 1905, with a talented cast:
Aaron Profit, Robert Barnes, Deontae
Hayden, Anjelica Breathett, Mark
Anderson, Daley Gunter and Naaman
Williams. The play opens Feb. 8, and
runs through Feb. 25, at the Wilke
Center, located on the northeast end
of the First United Methodist Church
Building, 330 N. Broadway, Wichita.
Playwright Marco Ramirez, using
boxing to explore the race relations
in the Jim Crow Era, dramatically reimagines the groundbreaking career
of African-American boxer Jack Johnson and his 1910 victory over retired
World Heavyweight Champion Jim
Jeffries. Johnson’s victory provoked
racial unrest, riots and multiple attacks and deaths. However, the show

chestrates The Fight of The Century”
between Jay and the reigning white
heavyweight champion, Jay is ready
to seize the title. However, a visit
from Jay’s sister Nina moments before
the fight, forces him to confront the
events that may occur if he wins and
crosses this color line.
Torn between his ambition to and
the painful awareness of the potential
dangers to the African-American community if he is victorious, Jay realizes
that the battle reverberates far beyond
the boxing ring. Ramirez says of his
play, “there are so many boxer stories
about whether the boxer can win the
fight. In the world of theater, it is
more of a moral and ethical question about whether he should win the
fight.”
Robert Barnes, a Wichita stage
veteran, plays Winton, Jay’s trainer.
Anjelica Breathett plays the role of
Jay’s sister, Nina, Deontae Hayden
plays the sparring partner Fish, and
Mark Anderson plays Max, Jay’s
manager. Ensemble members include
Daley Gunter and Naaman Williams.
A unique and creative use of percussive hits, stomps and rhythms helps
to replicate the boxing sounds in the
scenes where two boxers pair up in a
stylized fight in which neither boxer
throws a punch or faces each other.
The Forum Theatre Company’s production of The Royale will preview on
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PBS Stations’ February Line-up Celebrates Black History
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A

s part of its commitment to
celebrate the diversity of America,
the national Public Broadcasting
Stations have planned a special line-up
of shows in recognition of Black History
Month. Most shows are set to run on all
PBS stations, but the times may vary by
location. In addition, local stations may
have additional selections scheduled,
so definitely check beyond the listings
provided below.
KPTS - Wichita & KCPT - Kansas
City.

Fri., Feb. 2, KCPT - 8:30 p.m. KPTS 9 p.m. “Nas Live From the Kennedy
Center: Classical Hip Hop” Witness
the groundbreaking hip hop artist
perform a symphonic rendition of his
seminal debut album “Illmatic” with the
National Symphony Orchestra.
Mon., Feb. 5, 10 p.m. KCPT and 9
p.m. KPTS “Winnie” Explores the life of
Winnie Mandela and her struggle to bring
down Apartheid, with intimate insights
from those closest to her and testimony
from the enemies who sought to

extinguish her radical capacity to shake
up the order of things.
Mon., Feb., 12, 10 p.m. – KCPT and
9 p.m. – KPTS “POV: Do Not Resist”
A vital and influential exploration of the
rapid militarization of the police in the
United States. Viewers are put in the
center of the action — from inside a
police training seminar that teaches the
importance of "righteous violence" to
the floor of a congressional hearing on
the proliferation of military equipment in
small-town police departments.
Fri., Feb. 16, KCPT - 8:30 p.m. and 9
p.m., KPTS “Maya Angelou: American
Masters” Journey through the prolific
life of the “I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings” author and activist who inspired
generations with lyrical modern AfricanAmerican thought.
Mon., Feb. 19, KCPT & KPTS – 8
p.m. Independent Lens: “Tell Them
We Are Rising: The Story of Black
Colleges and Universities” This
documentary and interactive project
explores the pivotal role historically
black colleges and universities (HBCUs)
have played in American history, culture,
and national identity. The film brings

to a broad national audience for the
first time the story of HBCUs and
the power of higher education to
transform lives and advance civil rights
and equality in the face of intolerance
and injustice.
Mon., Feb. 19, KCPT – 10:30 p.m.
and KPTS - 9:30 p.m. “POV: All The
Difference” Accompany two African-

American teens from the South Side
of Chicago on their journey to achieve
their dream of graduating from
college. Follow the young men through
five years of hard work, sacrifice,
setbacks and uncertainty.
Tues., Feb. 20, KCPT and KPTS –
8 p.m. “We’ll Meet Again: Freedom

See HISTORY page 12

Join KCPT for Indie Lens Pop-Up

K

CPT will
hold a
special
“pop-up”
screening of
“Tell Them We
Are Rising.”
The 2017 documentary that
charts the history of the nation’s historically
Black colleges and universities
from the post-Civil War South
– when they were African-Americans’ only avenue to higher education – and how they became
a haven for Black intellectuals,

artists, and revolutionaries.
On Sat., Feb. 19, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Kansas City Public
Library, Plaza Branch, 4801 Main
St., Kansas City, MO. It’s free.
RSVP is recommended at http://
www.kclibrary.org/signature
events/tell-them-we-are-rising.

Black Artist Contest

| FEB. 1, 2018
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Application:
(All work must be PG, only students eligible for prizes,
Art work deadline: Feb 12 & 13 at Atwater 3pm-5:15)

Adult only:
Cirlce your area: drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, printing

Name print:_______________ Phone______________
Sign_____________________ Text (Yes or No)

Student only:
Prizes: 1st-$25, 2nd-$10, 3rd- $5
Cirlce your area: drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, printing

Name print:_______________ Age___ Grade_______
Phone:_______ School_________ Parent Sign________
Questions: Call David Williams (316-409-2676) or Janice Thacker (913-522-4431

Visit us online at

Art That Touches Your Heart & The African
American Council of Elders
by

www.communityvoiceks.com

for the 1st Black history month art contest
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Wichita News

Wichita Briefs
WICHITA RECREATION HIRING CLASS
INSTRUCTORS FOR LYNETTE
WOODWARD CENTER
Wichita’s Park and Recreation Department is hiring instructors for classes
at the Lynette Woodard Recreation Center in Northeast Wichita. Instructors are
needed to teach: sign language, indoor cycling, foreign language, band or orchestra, cooking, arts and crafts, math, reading and yoga. Pay is $12 to $14 per hour.
Apply in person at Lynette Woodard or send your resume to Angela at abuckner@
wichita.gov or Corey at clyons@wichita.gov.

STILL TIME TO ENROLL IN URBAN LEAGUE’S
SPRING CNA CLASS
Space is still available in the eight-week, Kansas Board of Regents approved
CNA class offered at the Urban League of Kansas offices, 2418 E. 9th St. The class
begins March 14 and runs through May 11. Class hours are Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. The class also includes 30 hours of clinical
experience at a state approved licensed nursing home on specific days in April
and May, from 6:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. The CCNA program is taught by an instructor
from WSU Tech a Class Dates and Hours:
The program is designed to help participants gain and retain employment while
at the same time advancing the economic career ladder within the healthcare field.
The opportunity does exists for graduates to meet with healthcare agencies for job
placement. For more information call Frankie Kirkendoll at (316) 262-2463.

WICHITA STATE OFFERING ACT
MATH WORKSHOP

the alumni and current students
shared stories about their Langston
and life experiences. The students
expressed their aspirations for their
future and the alumni committed to
help support their dreams. Each of
the students who attended the event

were sent back to school with a crisp
$100 bill.
There are currently 23 students
from Wichita attending Langston.
About 25 students and alumni attended the event held at McAdams
Recreation Center. 

Saint Mark Southeast Campus Ready
To LOVE Their Community to Life

P

icking up on the theme of the
upcoming Valentine’s Holiday
and the love of Jesus Christ,
Saint Mark UMC Southeast Campus is
planning a Love You to Life Weekend.
The intent for the creation of a
Love You to Life Weekend is to build
“some intentional ways to love on our
community this Valentine season,”
said Campus Pastor Ronda Kingwood.
“We are striving in every possible
way to see all the people and to love
on them, said. Many see Valentine’s
Day as a day for lovers – we see it as
a day for love,” Kingwood continued.
Events actually kick off on Wednesday. It’s both Valentine’s Day and Ash
Wednesday, one of the holiest days of
the Christian calendar. Ash Wednesday marks the first day of the season
of lent, a 40-day period that leads up
to Easter.
The Mark of Love, Ash Wednesday
UNUSUAL, will feature The Millenni-

Speaking of

als Speak, Imposition of Ashes and
will be followed by refreshments in
the Café.
Additional Love You to Life activities include:
•Fri.,Feb.16LoveonTop
forTeachersCongregation members will distribute Starbucks gift
cards to teachers at Linwood school.
•Sat.,Feb.17,8a.m.–noon
LoadsofLove Church members
will give free loads of laundry at
Spring Clean, Lincoln & Webb.
•Sat.,Feb.17,12:30–1:30
p.m.LotsofLoveLollipops They
will distribute candy to children on
the children’s floor at Ascension Via
Christi – St Francis.
•Sat.,Feb.17,1:30–2:30
p.m.,iLoveCookie They’ll show
love for their elders at Wichita Care
and Rehab, 4007 E. Lincoln.
•Sat.,Feb17,2:30p.m.For
theLoveofHygiene Young adults

and millennials will provide hygiene
packets to the homeless in downtown.
The Saint Mark Southeast Campus
is the second location of Saint Mark
UMC, one church two locations,
which has served in ministry in
Wichita for more than 100 years.
The Southeast Campus is a result of
an innovation that merged the rich
history of Epworth UMC and Saint
Mark UMC five years ago. The Saint
Mark Southeast experience continues
to lead the way in innovation and
engagement as a place of possibilities
and transformation.

Meet Our Love Couples in our Feb. 15 issue.
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High school juniors from Wichita, Kansas, and the surrounding area will have
a chance to learn firsthand about college life at the K-State Alumni Association’s
Just For Juniors event Feb. 12 in Wichita at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 400 W. Waterman St.
Registration and the career mingling session will begin at 6:30 p.m., and the
program will begin at 7 p.m. At the event, high school juniors can learn about
the more than 250 degree programs offered at K-State, visit with members of the
Alumni Association’s Student Alumni Board and learn how to build college schedules and have an opportunity to ask questions about going to college.
Juniors in attendance also will be eligible to win one of three $100 K-State
scholarships.
Parents learn about admissions and financial aid. Walk-ins are welcome, and
there is no cost to attend, but advance registration is encouraged. Registration is
online at www.K-State.com/JustForJuniors. 

M

embers of the Wichita
Chapter of the Langston
University Alumni Association played hosts to current Langston
students from the Wichita area during
a Back to School Spring Bash held in
January. During the meet and greet,

|

K-STATE OFFERING WICHITA EVENT
FOR HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS

Langston Alumni Send Students Back to School With $$$

FEB. 1, 2018

Wichita State University's Counseling and Testing Center is offering a workshop
to help high school students prepare specifically for the math section of the ACT
on Sat., Feb. 17, 9 a.m. – noon. The workshop will contain intensive instruction
and practice for the ACT math section. The cost is $25 and registration online at
www.registerblast.com/wsu is required no later than Thurs., Feb. 15.
The next ACT national test date after the workshop is Saturday, April 14.
Students need to bring a pencil and a calculator to the workshop. All other
materials will be supplied, including practice tests. Refreshments will be provided.

PHOTO: (L-R) Barbara Grayson, Mia Thompson, Patricia Bazile, Natianna Stocker, Emile McGill (Alumni Chapter President), Malik Barnett, Treshionna Whitlock, Quiana McKnight, Nia Simpson and Deloris Morris.

WICHITA
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Howard University President to
Keynote Alpha’s Banquet

Wichita Calendar
FEB 3 District I Breakfast/ Meeting
topic the future of McAdams Pool. From
9-11 a.m., McAdams Recreation Center,
1329 E 16th St. N. Full breakfast for $5/
person. Don’t want breakfast, come for
coffee and conversation. Call 303-8016
or email kalexander@wichita.gov to
reserve your breakfast.
11 Katherine Johnson Scholar
Sisters Black History Banquet , 7 – 9
p.m. Exploration Place, 300 N. McLean
Blvd. KJSS will be honoring many Black
Butterfly S.T.E.M. scholar sisters of
the community while being the first to
celebrate Dr. Johnson's 100th Birthday.
Tickets are $25 and can be purchased
at www.paypal.me. or visit Facebook, @
ScholarSisters- purchasetickets

15 Kansas Black Legislative Day at
the Capitol 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Learn
how to lobby effectively for change, visit
your legislators, attend workshops on
Kansas issues, attend the House and
Senate sessions, meet other community

leaders and activists from across the
state. Free or $15 with lunch and materials. Everyone is welcome. Register
online@eventbrite.com.

Jimenez. Lecture by Dr. Robin Henry,
WSU Assoc. Prof. of History. Reception
5:30 p.m., Program 6 p.m. WSU Ulrich
Art Museum. Free. See ad page 10.

D

16 Movie Night: Black Panther
Watch Party at Warren Old Town, 353
N. Mead, 5:30 – 9:45 p.m. this showing
is hosted by Wichita Urban Professionals. Join Wichita’s young, diverse
and talented for this event, which will l
feature a Live DJ and networking from
5:30-6:45 p.m. with the movie set to start
at 7 p.m. Come dressed as your favorite
Black Panther character or in your finest
African attire. This event is 21 and up
only. Reserved seats are limited. Tickets
can be purchased at http://www.ictup.
eventbrite.com/

24 21st Annual Dr. Evies O. Cranford Tribute to Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Banquet
7 p.m. at Hyatt Regency, 400 W. Waterman. Featured HBCU is Howard University, Washington, DC. Keynote Speaker
is Dr. Wayne A.I. Frederick, Howard
University president. Tickets are $50.
Sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc, Eta Beta
Lambda & Delta
Mu Chapters.
See more about
Dr. Frederick in
story this page. 

HISTORY
from page 10

divides.

Summer” Join Ann Curry
for a new series featuring
dramatic reunions of people
whose lives crossed at pivotal
moments. View history through
their eyes and hear stories of
heroism, hope and the forging
of unbreakable bonds.
Sat., Feb. 24, KCPT - 10:30
p.m. and KPTS 11 p.m. “Austin
City Limits: Ms. Lauryn
Hill” Enjoy a career-spanning
performance by R&B icon Ms.
Lauryn Hill in a rare television
appearance. The Grammywinning singer and songwriter
performs a set of solo hits, new
songs and Fugees classics.
Tues., Feb. 27, KCPT –
8 p.m. and KPTS – 8 p.m.
“American Creed” Condoleezza Rice and David M.
Kennedy cross party lines to ask
what ideals we share. Stories
of unlikely activists including
baseball's Joe Maddon, author
Junot Diaz and Marine Tegan
Griffith show communities
striving to come together across

Fri., Feb. 2, 9:30 p.m.
“Alicia Keys - Landmarks
Live In Concert: A Great
Performances Special”
Enjoy the debut of a pop music
series. Grammy-winner Alicia
Keys performs in notable locations all around New York,.
Fri., Feb. 15, 10:30 p.m.
“We Knew What We Had:
The Greatest Jazz Story Never Told” This show chronicles
the unrecognized history of jazz
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The
hour-long documentary features
the talents of international jazz
legends George Benson, Ahmad
Jamal, Stanley Turrentine, Billy
Eckstine, and Art Blakey.
Thur., Feb. 22 10 p.m.
“Queen of Swing” The true
story of a Jazz Age trailblazer,
95-year-old entertainer Norma
Miller. The engaging biography highlights the life, career
and indomitable spirit of the
Harlem-born actress, dancer
and choreographer known as
"The Queen of Swing." 

22 The Architects of Freedom: The
Divergent Americannesses of Thomas Jefferson and Luis A. Jimenez.
Thomas Jefferson was the architect of
freedom, but his idea of freedom differs
greatly from that depicted in the art of

Dr. Wayne Frederick

EnrollmEnt is Easy!
With the most competitive rates it’s easy
to choose Core monitoring systems as
your electronic house
arrest monitoring provider.

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7 • Wichita, KS 67207
316.685.7700 • soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

•Auto • home • Life
Competitive Rates
Discounts Available

Sammy O. Oduniyi

• Business

Quality Service
Monthly Payment Plans
24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency

Find out why!
Phone: (316)990-9988
www.corekansas.com
320 n. main, Wichita

r. Wayne A.I. Frederick, M.D.MBA, and president of
Howard University, Washington D.C. will keynote the 21st
Annual Tribute to HBCU Banquet on Sat., Feb. 24.
Frederick, a triple alumni of Howard, has been Howard’s
president since March 2015. He entered Howard at age 16, and
graduated with a dual B.S./M.D at age 22 and went on to enter
a surgical residency at Howard University Hospital. He previously served as provost and chief academic officer at Howard
University. He lives with sickle cell anemia, which greatly shaped
his outlook on life. 

Additional KCPT
Shows (not on KPTS)

New & Pre-Owned
All Makes & Models
GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL

“Big” Al Holmes
MASTER SALES AGENT

Kellog & Tyler
Mon-Sat 11AM-8PM
Tuesday by appt. only
PHONE: 316-652-2201
CELL: 316-641-4210
albkash50@icloud.com
www.midwestkia.com

Serving buffalo fish, ribs and smoked chicken in March!

Jackson
Mortuary
Wichita

Cater, Ernestine Margaret, 82, died
1/27/18. She was a beloved homemaker. Service was held 1/27/18 at
New Jerusalem Baptist Church. She is
survived by: sons; Ernest, Cecil, Stephen
Carvel and Timothy, daughter; Theresa
Carter, sisters; Joe Frances Morris.
Crosby, Georgia, 72, died 1/22/18.
She was a retired Southwestern Bell
employee. Service was held 1/29/18
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. She is
survived by: sons; Dwight Lee, Anthony
Richardson, daughter; Kimirra Lee and
brother; Robert Candate.

S.W.A.T Producer to
Keynote U.G. Banquet

Hoy, Betty Jo, 85, died 1/20/18. She
was a retired Boeing Co. Printing
Machine Operator. Service was held
1/26/18 at Calvary Baptist Church. She
is survived by: daughter;Phyllis Nichols,
sisters; Margaret Taylor and Randy
McNac.

Chanowski, David Robert, 61, died
1/26/18. Service will be held 2/3/189,
4 p.m. at College Hill United Methodist
Church.
Jones, Odessa, 69, died 1/23/18.
Service is pending.

Johnson, Maurice Allen, 49, died
1/21/18. Service will be held 2/2/18,
11:00 a.m. at New Spring Church.

Jenkins, Venus, 95, died 01/27/18.
No further information.

Martinez, Jose G., 74, died 1/23/18.
Service was held 1/27/18 at Viola
United Presbyterian Church.

Marshal, Donald, 70, died 1/7/18.
Service was held 1/19/18 at Robert J.
Bethea Funerals and Cremations.

McDaniel, Eddie, 71, died 1/23/18.
Service is pending.

McNeal, Michael, 74, died 1/27/18.
Service is pending.

Wherry, Juanita, 72, died 1/19/18.
Service was held 1/27/18 at Biglow
Funeral Home Chapel.

Miller, Carl R., 83, died 1/27/18.
Service is pending.

Marr, Sr., Wesley L., 73, died
1/25/18. He was a retired Safeway and
Pepsi Co. employee. Service is pending.
He is survived by spouse: Sandra Marr,
Survivors: Andrea, Tracy, Joanna, Arlin,
David, Kenny, Rachel Marr, Wesley
Jr., Calvin, Lisa & Tiffany Marr Gina
Hazzood & Jimmie L. Young Timothy L.
Young Earnest J. Young Venus L. Young.
Noble, Alonzo, 62, died 1/28/18. He
was a retired Boeing engineer. Service
pending.

Biglow Funeral
Wichita

R. J. Bethea
Wichita
Bullock, Bennie L. Cratic, 82 died
1/17/18. Service was held 1/26/18 at

Tabernacle Bible Church.
Cox, Delores, 76, died 1/26/18.
Service will be held 2/3/18 at 10 a.m. at
Chisholm Trail Church,
Henderson, Doris, 78, died 1/7/18.
Service was held 1/20/18 at St. Vincent
de Paul Catholic Church.

Webb, Judith, 73, died 01/29/18.
Service is pending.

FEB 9

Harlem Renaissance Storytime
and Night at the Savoy Both events
sponsored by the KCK Public Library.
Storytime, 1 p.m. at the Main Library.
Night at the Savoy with Kansas City Jazz Orchestra, 7 p.m. at the main library. Both
events are free.

17

Black History Month Luncheon
with keynote speaker Congressman Andre
Carson. From 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.,
University of Missouri, KC Pierson Auditorium, 5000 Holmes St., KC, MO. Individual tickets are $50 each. For tickets call

Peters, Jacquelyn Lorraine, 70, died
1/12/18. Service was held 1/27/18 at
Trinity A.M.E. Church.
Potts, Lavera Patrese, 65, died
1/20/18. Service was held 1/27/18 at
Oak Ridge Baptist Church.

Penwell Gabel
Junction City
Robbins, Sr., Adams B., died
1/20/18. Service was held 1/26/18 at
Penwell-Gabel Chapel.

Peaceful Rest

Chisholm Trail Church of Christ

Sunday Bible Class: 9 A.M.
Sunday Worship: 10 A.M. and 5 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Class: 7 P.M.
Food Pantry:

2nd and 4th Thursdays 4-6 P.M.
Feeding the Homeless:
Mondays in Naftzer Park
April-November 5 P.M.

17

5833 E. 37th St. N. Wichita

Barry L. Gainey,
Minister

www.chisholmtrailcofc.org

316-683-1313

FOR YOUR FAMILY
$1,000 - $30,000
Top Final Expense (Burial) Insurance Policy
• Full Coverage Day One • Ages 0-85
• Passes Tax Free to Heirs

19 Pop-Up Screening of “Tell Them
We Are Rising. This 2017 documentary
charts the history of the nation’s historically Black colleges and universities..
Showing from 2-4 p.m. at the Kansas City
Public Library. See Page 18 for more
details. 

Murdock, Arlillian, 93, died
11/29/17. Service was held 1/19/18 at
Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Come visit us, where you are a stranger but once.

(816) 221-1600 or go to blackarchives.
org. This luncheon is a fundraiser for the
Black Archives of Mid-America.
26th Annual Black History and
Scholarship Banquet Balance the
Divide: Differences do not have to divide
us. With keynote speaker Aaron Thomas.
(See story left) The dinner begins at 6
p.m. at the Jack Reardon Center, 500
Minnesota Ave, KCK. Tickets are $50
each. For tickets or information contact
Deasiray Bush, (913) 573-5110. Or email
blackhistorycommittee@hotmail.com.
This event is sponsored by the Wyandotte County Unified Government and
the Unified Government’s Black History
Committee.

Topeka

CHILD’S POLICY

$10,000 - $50,000
Coverage for just

$

14/year - $50/year • Ages 0-25

Cliff Cross & Associates
Call 721 - 4200

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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Moye, Eram Lee, 67, died 1/17/18.
Service was held 1/27/18 at Forest
Grove Baptist Church.

|

Valentine Sweetheart Dance
With special guests performance by R&B
Artist Chico DeBarge. From 8 p.m. – 1
a.m., Jack Reardon Convention Center,
KCK. Includes free Hors D’Oeuvres from
8:30 – 10:30 p.m. Tickets are $30 per
person. For tickets, call Paul “P.J.” Jones
(913) 908-5622 or Antonio “Allen”
Bradley (913) 208-8762. Sponsored by
the International Association of Black Professional Firefighters KCK Chapter.

13

Kansas City

Walker, Elder T.J., 75, died 1/16/18.
Service was held 1/27/18 at Faith Mission Church of God In Christ.

Kansas City Calendar
.

Thatcher Funeral

FEB. 1, 2018

K

ansas City native Aaron Rahsaan
Thomas is returning home
from Los Angeles as the keynote
speaker for the 26th Annual Black
History and Scholarship Banquet
sponsored by the Wyandotte County
Unified Government and Black History
Committee.
Thomas, has worked his way up
the Hollywood ladder, first as a writer,
then as writer-producer, and now as
the co-creator and executive producer of the new CBS television drama
‘S.W.A.T.’
Thomas, 40, attended Pleasant Green
Community School
and graduated
from Pembroke
High School and the
University of Kansas.
For more
information
on the banquet see the
calendar at
right.

Thompson, Michael J., 59, died
1/19/18. Service is pending.

OBITUARIES

Brown, Kathlene Debra, 62, died
1/17/18. She was a retired disabled
Veteran. Service will be held 2/3/18,
11 a.m. at Giving God Praise Worship
Center. She is survived by: sons; Robert
Spiller, Michael Spiller, Dana Conde,
daughters; Jalissa Spiller, Deanna
Carter, mother; Helen Washington,
brothers; Gary Washington, Frank
Luewellen, sisters; Janet Washington
and Teresa Neal.

Garrett, Betty Lucile, 95, died
1/21/18. Service was held 1/29/18 at
Tabernacle Bible Church. She is survived by: son; Billy Fields and daughter;
Carla Jackson-Patton.

Builders Association Accepting Apprenticeship Applications in Kansas City Area
a minimum of 144 hours training per
year.
Right now there are apprenticeships starting at $15 and hour with
benefits, and great career potential.
Applications in most programs are
being accepted each week. There are
some basic requirements: you have
to be a citizen or eligible to work in

the United States. Depending on the
program, you may be required to
bring in a social security card, birth
certificate, high school diploma or
GED, or valid driver’s license. Many
of the programs have a $20 application fee.
A prior felony does not disqualify
you for most of these programs. What

they’re looking for is dependability
and a strong work ethic.
Through an articulation agreement with Metropolitan Community
College, students who complete their
apprenticeship programs in these
trades receive 30 credit hours toward
their Associates in Applied Science in
Industrial Technologies degree.

To learn more, go online to buildersassociation.com. Click on workforce,
then advancement center. There you
can watch a short video on each of the
apprenticeship programs. For complete application dates, requirements
and contacts, go to: https://www.buildersassociation.com/WCM/_Education/
Apprenticeship_Programs.aspx 

Classifieds
Police
Officer
Position
The Andover Police Department is currently seeking professional, highly motivated, problem solving & community
oriented individuals for a full-time Police Officer position.
The Andover Police Deparment is an Equal Opportunity Employer
• For a description of the duties, responsibilities, requisite skills, educational level
and other minimum qualifications and requirements, visit www.hrepartners.com
• Applications and resumes should be submitted through www.hrepartners.com
• For more information about the department, visit www.andoverks.com
• Applications accepted year round.

$96
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PUBLIC NOTICE
2018-2019 ACTION PLAN
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Mennonite Housing Realize Your Dreams
NEW HOMES FOR SALE WITH


 INCREASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
PAYMENT $600 OR LESS 
 HOUSE
Energy Efficient Homes
DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS
Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.
www.mhrsi.org

The City of Wichita is developing its 5th Program Year
Action Plan for the expenditure of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding, HOME Investment
Partnerships Program (HOME) funding, and Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG) funding. On Tuesday, February
15th, 2018, at 3:00 PM, a public hearing will be held at City
Hall, 455 N. Main, in the City Council Boardroom, located
on the first floor. The purpose of this public hearing is
to provide applicants for funding related to youth crime
prevention programs, domestic violence shelter services,
homeless assistance/homeless prevention services, and
affordable housing development activities with an opportunity to make presentations to the Grants Review Committee. The Grants Review Committee was appointed
by the City Council on December 19, 2017. Following
these presentations, members of the public will be invited
to provide comment regarding the presentations or other
matters related to the City’s CDBG, HOME and ESG funding. Individuals who require auxiliary aids and services for
effective communication with City of Wichita staff members or members of the Grants Review Committee should
contact Mark Stanberry, Acting Community Investments
Manager, at 316-462-3734 no later than 48 hours prior to
the scheduled event.

Classifieds and Legal notices begin @ $8 for 4 lines

/ www.communityvoiceks.com

REGIONAL

T

he Builders Association Training
Center in North Kansas City, MO
is home to nine apprenticeship
training programs including bricklayers; cement finishers; drywall finishers; glaziers; ironworkers; painters;
plasterers; pointer, caulker, cleaners;
and tile, marble, terrazzo finishers.
Apprentices in these programs receive

SIGN UP and receive the voice in your email box
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Historic Generation Rap Show Turns 30
Glenn B. Frizell
The Community Voice

I

t’s 7:58 a.m., a December Saturday
morning at KPRS, an Urban Contemporary radio station in South
Kansas City, MO and “Generation Rap”
is about to go on-air. The energy in
the small production room is vibrant
as 21 teenagers from schools across
the Greater Kansas City area gather to
“speak their minds” for the next hour.
Billed as the longest running teen
talk show of its type in the nation,
a recent December Generation Rap
broadcast commemorated its 30th
Anniversary and featured two of the
show’s first dignitaries: Carl Boyd,
educational consultant, and Generation
Rap founder; and Jim “Granddad” Nunley, a health care professional known
for providing his on-air weekly “Words
of Wisdom.”

START WITH AN IDEA

FAMOUS ALUMNI

BOYD
HANDS
OFF TO
NUNLEY

Courtesy photos

PHOTOS: (TOP) Generation Rap youth in the studio for their Saturday morning show. (Second Row L)
Carl Boyd, Generation Rap founder and (Center) Jim “Granddad” Nunley, current show adult coordinator.

A REALLY BIG SHOW
“My responsibility as an observer is
to be happy with what they are happy
with,” he said. “I often say that when
I started ‘Generation Rap,’ I gave
teenagers a voice. By the time that Jim

“Granddad” Nunley took it over, he
gave teenagers a show.”
Currently, the show features 10 to
15 students each Saturday. They sit in
the broadcast room, ask questions, and
interact with the show’s guests. Each
week a student hosts or a co-hosts a
planned segment. Students also attend
weekly production meetings and are responsible for producing the broadcast.
Mentors, who were once hosts with GRap, return to help guide the process.
Erika Brice, who was a host on Generation Rap as a Raytown South student
from 1995-1998 returned to serve as
a mentor after earning her degree in
business at Howard University said,
“Generation Rap is really a mentoring
program and we use radio and media
as our means to mentor.”
Currently, “Generation Rap” teens
are selected through an application
process. The students not only have to
complete a general application, they
have to submit an essay, two letters of
recommendation, as well as an interview with a current mentor.
Paul Salary has been a member of

Generation Rap since August 2017 and
recently co-hosted the 30th anniversary show. The Lincoln College Prep
Academy Senior, who plans to attend
Howard University or State University
New York after graduation, said the
show has given him structure
“It makes me feel like my voice matters, because I don’t feel like I’m heard
at school. And it’s the thing people say
I’m good at.”
India Williams, former Westport
High School student and mass communication graduate from Doane
University has served as a Generation
Rap mentor for seven years. She said it
is important to preserve the shows’ 30
years of precious memories.
“This is 30 years of greatness, 30
years of students of color taking action
in their community, 30 years at the
oldest Black-owned radio station in the
country.
If you are interested in contacting
“Generation Rap” or would like more
information about the show, becoming
a host, or volunteer contact India Williams at grap@kprs.com. 
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In August 1999, the Boyds moved to
Arizona after Carl accepted a position
with the National School Conference
Institute. Nunley, who had been with
G-Rap since 1988, took over Boyd’s
leadership duties.
Nunley reflected that his involvement
with the show really has been about
preparing teenagers for adulthood.
“What I subtly do is to prepare
them to receive the investments that
the world are ready to make in them.
That is what you do in the world, you
connect ideas.”
Although Boyd and his wife returned
to Kansas City in 2010, the G-Rap
founder did not attempt to thrust
himself back into running the show. Instead, he is happy to accept occasional
invitations to speak to the teenagers
who are involved.
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Some of the show’s alumni have
been/or are currently regulars on
national television shows:
Devyn Simone, is a regular on MTV’s
“Real World, Brooklyn”, and
Contessa Metcalf is on BRAVO’s
“Married to Medicine.”
Some other alumni include: business
owner Chris Evans, T-Shirt King; civil
rights activists Wesley Fields, Southern
Leadership Christian Conference; poet
Natasha Ria-El Scari;, doctors; lawyers;
engineers; and judges.
On air, Boyd often talked lovingly about his wife, whom he called,
Wonderful Wanda. She helped out with
the Youth Council and often interacted
with the “G-Rap” teenagers behind the

scenes. Although
Boyd does not
have any biological children, in
many ways he
feels connected
to the former
teenagers of
“Generation
Rap.” Many of
them are like a
part of his family.
“When I think
about the blessing that Wanda
and I had to be
in the lives of
young people,
without anticipating it going
in that direction,
I feel singularly
blessed in a way
that I can not
count,” he said.
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Boyd shared that “Generation Rap”
started when KPRS radio executive
Primm Carter-Williams and radio
personality Freddie Bell asked him to
take “Concerning Learning,” his 1980’s
radio show about education topics, and
create a show for teenagers.
Boyd, who had worked as an educator in Chicago, originally presented
the concept of “Generation Rap” to
WBBM-TV in Chicago, when he worked
there as a consultant. Boyd said one of
the show’s board members responded
negatively saying “nobody wants to hear
from a group of teenagers, spouting
off about things for which they have no
knowledge.”
“It occurred to me there has to be
an opportunity to hear from some
young people because people with a
fixed opinion like that have no clue,”
Boyd said.
“Generation Rap,” or “G-Rap” for
short, started as a call-in radio program and Boyd was the only host. The
name was a play on words and did not
have anything to do with music,” Boyd
said. “I was suggesting that we close
the generation gap through discussion
or rap, and I just called it “Generation
Rap” and it stuck.”
In February 1988, Mori T. Myers,

a student at St. Theresa Academy, got
together with other Theresa Academy
students and presented the idea for a
Generation Rap Youth Advisory Council.
The Youth Advisory Council held weekly
meetings, and monthly forum sessions.
Whereas “Generation Rap” was the
radio show, Youth Advisory Council
members mainly participated in community service and awareness projects.
At its peak, Boyd estimated the Youth
Advisory Council had 103 members.
Each week, Boyd would invite a few
Youth Advisory Council members onto
“Generation Rap” to speak about different topics and interview guests.
Great Topics and Guests
Since its very first broadcast on
December 12, 1987, “Generation Rap”
shows have covered hundreds of topics:
from addiction, homelessness, bullying,
and suicide, to cultural awareness and
special events in Kansas City. The shows
have featured interviews with prominent local and national figures such as:
Congressman Emmanuel Cleaver, Judge
Lisa Hardwick, Councilman Jermaine
Reed (who also served as a G-Rap host
and currently serves as a mentor),
Fox Movie critic Shawn Edwards (who
served as a mentor), educator Marian
Wright Edelman, civil rights activist
Jesse Jackson, and comic Dick Gregory.
“Perhaps the more important people
(on the show) were local parents and
guardians, exchanging and learning
from our young people,” said Boyd.
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African-American Builders of Topeka Exhibit on Display

SOCIAL

T

he Topeka & Shawnee Public
County Libraries, held the
opening of the exhibit “African American Builders of Topeka”
on Jan 19 in the Alice C Sabatini Art
Gallery.
The content of
the exhibit was
curated by Local
History Librarian Donna Rae
Pearson.
The exhibit
highlights 16
living Topeka and
Shawnee County
residents who are
still making significant history in their
community.
“i wanted to
marry great images
with good stories,”
said Pearson. “I think we got it
done.”
As you walk through the exhibit

you will learn about the featured
individuals and see an“important”
object or two from each of their
lives.
The exhibit will be on display

through March 11. On., Sat., Feb.
17, at 11 a.m., the Topeka Chapter
of the Links will sponsor a special
reception for the community to
view the exhibit. 
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PHOTOS: 1. At the opening
reception, eight of the individuals
featured in the exhibit gathered
for a group photo: (L-R) Dr. Beryl
Ann Massey-New, Tami Fair-Smith,

Sean”Chef” Hall, Glenda Kearney
Duboise, Chris Omni, Yolanda Taylor, Lazone Grays(seated) Lester
Wilson
2. Lester Wilson and Sean “Chef”

Hall share a moment during the
exhibit opening.
3. Lazone Grays visits with Chai
Zee at the opening.
4. Local History Librarian and
exhibit content curator Donna
Rae Pearson talks to Tami FarrSmith.
5. A suit belonging to former
Topeka Mayor James McClinton
and a green jacket, belonging to
William “Chief” Price are among
the “important” items submitted
for inclusion in the show.
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Black Achievers Society Host Awards Reception Banquet
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T

he Kansas City Black Achievers Society hosted their annual
Black Achievers Reception and
Awards Dinner at the Federal Reserve
Bank on Jan 17.
Thirteen Black Achievers were inducted into the Society. They include:
Offie L. Adams III, Honeywell FM&T
Dr. Ayana L. Bridges, Metropolitan
Community College-Maple Woods
LaToya Garcia, Sprint
Tyrone A. Garner, Kansas
City Kansas Police Department
Tamara Gibson, Honeywell
FM&T
Dr. Jacqueline Gill, Metropolitan Community CollegeBusiness & Technology
Kristen Harris, Hallmark
Cards Dr. Alicia Hooks, Kansas
City Kansas Community College
Jaileah X. Huddleston, Kansas
City Power & Light Co.
Dr. Tamorah Lewis, Children’s
Mercy Hospital
Heather Rollins, Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Kansas City
Jasmine Simmons, Hallmark
Cards Christal Waters, Metro-

politan Community College-Blue River.
Gordon Criswell, Assistant County
Administrator for the Unified Government of Wyandotte County, accepted
an award on behalf of the County.
The Black Achievers Society of
Greater Kansas City is a not-for-profit
organization founded in 1974 by the
former Kansas City, Mayor Emanuel
Cleaver, actively serve as role

models for African American
and minority
youth, sharing
knowledge
gained through
academic and
corporate experience. 
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PHOTOS:
1. 2018 Black
Achiever awardee,
Heather Rollins

2. Cheyenne McGary, President,
of the Youth Advisory Board was
gave the occasion.
3. Satara Brown-Glasco, VP of

Black Achievers announces award
recipients.
4. 2018 Black Achievers Awardees: (Back (L-R) Christal Waters,
Dr. Ayanna Bridges, Offie Adams,
LaToya Garcia, Dr. Alicia Hooks,
Jaileah Huddleston, Tyrone Garner
(Front L-R) Dr. Jacqueline Gill,
Kristen Harris, Tamara Gibson, Dr.
Tamorah Lewis, Jasmine Simmons
5. (L-R) Gina Houston, Maurice
Gray, Dr. Marisa Gray stopped
long enough to take a photo during the very busy evening.
6. (L-R) Shaunda Parks, Grant
Lewis, Myra Everette came out to
support this year’s achievers.

