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Supporters Want Colin 
Kaepernick Signed by NFL 
Season Start

Fans and supporters of Colin 

Kaepernick are demanding that 

he be signed by the start of the 

regular season.

Stone Mountain 
Another (Huge) Test for 
Confederate Symbols

The huge raised-relief images show 

a Confederate trinity sitting astride 

their horses, high above the ground.

Comedian, Civil Rights 
Activist Dick Gregory 
Dies At 84

The comedian and activist who broke 

racial barriers in the 60s and used his 

humor to spread messages of social 

justice, has died.

Tommy Hawkins, 1st Black 
Basketball Star At Notre 
Dame, Dies

The first Black basketball player to earn 
All-America honors at Notre Dame, died 

on Aug. 16.

Uncounted Kansas 
Ballots Fuel Fears about 
Kobach’s Proposals

Only six states — all among the top 

10 in population — discarded more 

votes during the 2016 election than 

the 33rd-largest state of Kansas.
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Our Top 5 Online Stories 

I
f you haven’t been following us on Facebook, checking in regularly on our 
website (www.communityvoiceks.com) or signed up to receive our 
weekly e-blast, you’re missing a lot between each bi-weekly issue of 

“The Community Voice.”  Here’s just some of what you missed during the 
last two weeks. 
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We’re on Our Fall Break
Instead of our every other week schedule must of our regular readers 
are used to, we’re taking our fall break and will not return for  three 
weeks.  Here are our publishing dates for the next three issues.  

SEPT 
21   

OCT.
5

Publishing 
Dates 

Submission 
Deadlines

Sept. 15 Sept. 29 

FA
L

L
 B

R
E

A
K

If you’re ready for the play Momma’s Boy at 
Century II on Sept. 15, but just not sure how 
you’re going to pay for a ticket, then we’ve 
got your back. 

Deadline for entry is 11:59 p.m. 
on Sept. 10.  

Names will be pulled from the online 
entries on Sept. 11 and TCV will be giving 
away 10 sets of 2 tickets. You will have 
until Thur., Sept 14 at 5 p.m. to pick up 
your tickets at 2918 E. Douglas, Wichita.

To enter: Like us on Facebook, and then help 
us out by completing a brief 10 question survey.  
The survey serves as your entry.  . We’ll regularly 
post the link to the entry form on our Facebook 
page -- www.facebook.com/thecommunityvoice, 
you will need to go to our website at www.
communityvoiceks.com to enter. Once you’re 
there, clock on the TCV tab.  Only people who like 
us on Facebook qualify to win.

The winners will notified by e-mail and we’ll 
post their names on Facebook.

Only one entry per person.  Duplicate entries 

will be tossed.

Ticket Give Away

Cartoon provided by

Clay Jones

OCT.
19

Oct. 13.  
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PRINCE’S ‘SIGN OF THE 

TIMES’ CONCERT 

FILM TO DEBUT ON 

SHOWTIME
The Prince concert film “Sign O’ 

The Times” originally released in 
theaters in 1987, has been acquired 
by Showtime and will premiere on 
Sept. 16.

The Prince-directed movie was 
originally conceived as a companion 
to the 1987 Prince double album of 
the same name. Hit singles from that 
classic release included “U Got the 
Look,” “If I Was Your Girlfriend,” and 
“I Could Never Take the Place of Your 
Man.” 

Showtime’s broadcast will mark the 
first time 
in more 
than a 
decade 
that the 
rarely 
seen 
film will 
air on 
American 
television. 
Accord-

ing to Variety, it was never officially 
issued on DVD in the U.S.

Footage for the 84-minute concert 
doc was shot primarily at Prince’s 
Paisley Park Studios. Additional 
filming took place on tour in the 
Netherlands and Belgium.

KENAN THOMPSON 
IS ABOUT TO HIT A 

MAJOR AND HISTORIC 
MILESTONE.

Next month, the actor will become 
the 
longest-
running 
cast 
member 
in the 
history 
of Sat-
urday 
Night 
Live, breaking a tie with Darrell Ham-
mond, another comedy legend.

The 39-year-old recently sat down 
with CBS News and reacted to news 
of the record. “I guess I’m indirectly 
making sure of it,” he said. “Sup-
posedly I’ll break it once we start the 
season, so I don’t have any control 

over it. It’s insane to think about. But 
Darrell will always be the king, doing 
voice overs. It’ll always be his show. I 
love Darrell.”

Thompson has also been heavy 
on his philanthropic tip. He’s been 
promoting Dine Out for No Kid Hungry 
program and helped kick off the No 
Kid Hungry Bus Tour in NYC in August.

FAMILY, FUN AND 

FELLOWSHIP LABOR 

DAY WEEKEND AT THE 

ALLSTATE TOM JOYNER 

FAMILY REUNION
The popular entertainment host 

partners again with the 
Heritage Insurance Company 
for the event’s 15th year, 
showcasing Cconcert’s, 
Family Expo, celebrities, and 
seminars -Thur., Aug. 31 – 
Mon., Sept. 4 at the Gaylord 
Palms Resort & Convention 
Center in Kissimmee, Florida.

The host of the nation-
ally syndicated Tom Joyner 
Morning Show®, and 
Allstate Insurance Company 
are celebrating the impor-

tance of family fun for every generation 
at Reunion. 

The Reunion welcomes fami-
lies from all over the country for a 
weekend filled with concerts, celebrity 
interactions, enlightening seminars, 
and endless themed activities. The 
event’s free Fam-Fest Expo is open 
to the public the entire weekend and 
guests can also enjoy passes to Univer-
sal Orlando® theme park.

This year’s event will feature con-
certs from R&B/Soul singer Maxwell 
on Saturday; popular bands Morris Day 
& The Time and Cameo on Friday; and 
Sunday’s Gospel Explosion presenting 
Fred Hammond, Willie Moore Jr. and 

The Williams Brothers.

JUDGE LIFTS DMX’S 

HOME CONFINEMENT 

SO HE CAN ENTER 

REHAB
The judge who ordered DMX to 

home confinement after the rapper 
failed repeated drug tests has lifted 
the ban so that the rapper may enter 
rehab.

According to the New York Daily 
News, a court filing indicates that DMX 
is entering an inpatient rehab program.

Manhattan Federal Judge Jed Rakoff 
had ordered DMX to home confine-
ment after the rapper tested positive 
for cocaine and pot several times while 
out on bail for his federal tax fraud 
case.

The court filing on Aug. 22 indicates 
that 
pretrial 
services, 
which 
supervises 
DMX while 
he’s out on 
bail, has 
approved 
the plan Prince

Thompson in skit from SNL

DMX 

Tickets available at kansasdems.org/demofest2017

September 29th-30th

DoubleTree by Hilton
Wichita Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport

2098 Eisenhower Airport Pkwy, Wichita, KS 67209

Special Guest: DNC Deputy Chair, Congressman Keith Ellison
headlines Demofest 2017 Banquet!

SEPTEMBER 29 & 30, 2017 WICHITA, KANSAS

KANSAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY
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F
or most of Joe Arpaio’s two-plus 
decades as Maricopa County, 
Arizona sheriff, he directed 

operations from the top floor of a 
downtown Phoenix tower, worlds 
away from the jails overseen by rank 
and-file deputies.

Arpaio first achieved national 
notoriety for making prisoners wear 
pink underwear and housing them 
in an outdoor tent city so hot that 
the inmates’ shoes melted.  But his 
conviction stemmed from his consti-
tutionally dubious dragnet search for 
undocumented immigrants. Patrol 
deputies became expert at inventing 

pretexts for stopping the “load cars” 
that ferried immigrants through the 
county to points across the nation.

Sheriffs descended on neighbor-
hoods where day laborers waited for 
people willing to pay for their work. 
Voters repeatedly re-elected Arpaio as 
he carried out his pledge to transform 
the sheriff’s office into “a full-fledged 
anti-illegal immigration agency.”

The final chapter of this story is 
playing out now on the national stage.

Last month, federal Judge Susan 
Bolton found Arpaio guilty of criminal 
contempt of court. In December 
2011, another federal judge ordered 

the sheriff’s office to stop detain-
ing people based solely on their 
immigration status.

"Any stop or detention based 
only on a reasonable suspicion that 
a person is in the country without 
authorization, without more facts, is 
not lawful,"  wrote Judge G. Murray 
Snow.

The agency ignored the judge’s 
ruling and went right on targeting 
immigrants. As the judge concluded 
in her written opinion, Arpaio had 
demonstrated a “flagrant disregard” 
for the court order.

The agency simply ignored the 
ruling and over the next 18 months, 
deputies detained at least 171 people 
without criminal charges and turned 
them over to U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, according 
to its own internal reports. Arpaio, 
who lost his bid for a seventh term 
as sheriff in November, testified that 
he had no idea his deputies were 
blatantly violating the order. 

There are no requirements for 
consultation within the administration 
before a decision is announced.

"The President exercised his 
lawful authority and we respect his 
decision," said Ian Prior, a Justice 
Department spokesman.

Trump hinted at his decision 
earlier this week during a raucous 
campaign rally in Phoenix.

"So was Sheriff Joe was convicted 
for doing his job?" Trump queried his 
supporters. "I'll make a prediction. I 
think he's going to be just fine, OK."

Trump tweeted Friday night about 
his decision: "I am pleased to inform 
you that I have just granted a full Par-
don to 85 year old American patriot 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio. He kept Arizona 
safe!"

Arpaio, who was scheduled to 
be sentenced on Oct. 5, would have 
received a maximum potential penalty 
of six months in prison. 

National  

H
e’s been there for a while, but 
he finally caught the attention 
of the media and the world.  

The very obvious lone Black man was 
at Pres. Donald Trump’s rally in Phoe-
nix earlier this month.  Positioned 
right off the Prez’s right shoulder, he 
could be seen enthusiastically waving 
his hand made “Blacks for Trump 
signs. 

He calls himself Michael the Black 
Man and he’s appeared at a number of 
political rallies over the last two years.  
He sports a perm and a ponytail, 
and almost always plugs his website, 
Gods2.com, either on his trademark 
t-shirt, the sign he’s waving or both.  

People question if he’s a plant, but 
Michael says he arrives early to make 
sure to get a good spot.  He says he 
arrived early in the a.m. for the Phoe-
nix rally and was sixth in line.  

At a campaign rally in late October 
2016, down in Sanford, Trump even 
gave the "BLACKS FOR TRUMP" signs 
an approving shout-out.

"Look at those signs behind me," 
Trump said to the roaring crowd. 
"Blacks for Trump. I like those signs."

The candidate, wearing a camou-
flage "Make America Great Again hat," 

turned to the sign-holders and offered 
a thumbs-up. Michael the Black Man, 
standing behind Trump and grinning 
widely, gave a thumbs-up right back.

Who is he?  
He’s variously known as Michael 

Symonette, Maurice Woodside and 
Mikael Israel he gets a prime position 
near the Prez.  The Miami New Times 
reported that Michael is a former 
member of the Yahweh ben Yahweh 
cult that was based in the predomi-
nately Black Liberty City section of 
Miami. 

The two men met when Woodside 
was 21 years old and he followed the 
fiery teaching for years.  In the early 
1990s, Woodside, Yahweh and 14 

other members of the cult were ar-
rested by federal agents and charged 
with racketeering and conspiracy in 
14 murders – at least one a beheading 
-- and a firebombing.  

Ricardo Woodside, Michael's 
brother who had once been in the 
cult, testified in court that his brother 
had helped beat a man named Aston 
Green, who argued with Yahweh and 
was taken to the Florida Everglades 
and beheaded with a machete.  He 
also testified that Michael Woodside 
was the cult member who stabbed 
a Louisiana man named Leonard 
Dupree in the eye with a sharpened 
stick.

Yahweh was sentenced to 11 
years in prison. Michael Woodside, 
who denies the cult was violent or 
murderous, was acquitted along with 
six others.

Michael’s website claims, among 
other things, that Cherokee Indians 
are the real KKK, and that ISIS is 
teaming up with Hillary Clinton to 
start a race war.

At an Obama campaign speech in 
Coral Gables in 2008, he and a group 
of other protesters loudly inter-
rupted the future president, shouting 

"Barack, go home!" and waving signs 
that declared "Obama endorsed by the 
KKK." reported the Miami New Times.  
One sign, held by Michael the Black 
Man, read: "Blacks against Obama."

In Phoenix Tuesday night, as sup-
porters chanted "build that wall!" 
Trump turned again to the roaring 
crowd behind him and flashed a 
thumbs up.

Michael the Black Man flashed one 
back, smiled and mouthed, "I love 
you!"

The presence of Michael the Black 
Man —— has inspired not only 
trending Twitter hashtags but a great 
deal of curiosity and Google searches. 
Internet sleuths find the man’s bizarre 
URL, a easily-accessible gateway to his 
strange and checkered past.

Uproar Over Trump’s Pardon of Arpaio 

The Big Question, Who is the “Black Man for Trump”

Who is Arpaio and why does it matter? Who Is Joe Arpaio? 

Trump Pardons ‘America’s Toughest Sheriff’ at Arizona Rally

Michael the Black Man at Trump rally in Phoenix in August.  

Arpaio





Michael the Black Man



Why Are They So Angry?
M

ichael has presumably 
had a rough day. Nine 
hours working as an 

exterminator takes a physical toll 
on the 45-year-old, who didn’t go to 
college, makes $33,000 a year, and 
relies on a steady swarm of pests to 
pester people.  

But home, with a bottle of beer 
and Fox News, he’s excited to hear 
from “his” President.  

Michael is technically fictional, 
but he’s created entirely from fact. 
The story of Trump’s success is, in 
some ways, the story of the many 
American Michaels. Frustrated 
White men who reject the stories 
offered to them, and admire leaders 
who feel the same.

ANGRIER THAN BLACKS

White Americans feel more angry 
than Black Americans, according 
to a November survey of 3,257 US 
adults by Esquire and NBC. White 
people were more likely than 
Black people to say their current 
financial situation isn’t what they 
thought it would be when they were 
younger, and they were also more 

likely to put that down to difficult 
circumstances rather than “wrong 
choices.”

When asked whether they ever 
hear or read anything on the news 
that makes them angry, White 
respondents were more likely than 
Black ones to say they felt angry at 
least twice a day. There were gender 
differences too – men were more 
likely than women to say that they 
felt angry about the treatment of 
White men.

Trump understands these White 
men – or at the very least, he 
understands that these White men 
want a politician who understands 
them. It was these voters that Trump 
was speaking to when he said  
“there is blame on both sides,” in 
response to the recent Charlotes-
ville rally that turned deadly.  

Liberals may have demanded a 
retraction,  but for men like the 
hypothetical Michael, quotes like 
these are evidence that Trump is 
simply willing to state facts others 
are too cowardly to say. Michael 
still probably wouldn’t think of 

himself as 
racist – 10% 
of White 
Americans 
think White 
Americans 
are racist. 
But 38% of 
those White 
Americans 
think Black 
people are 
racist.

More than 
20 years 
later, a Mi-
chael would 
probably still 
agree with 
the state-
ment. When 
asked why 
Black Ameri-
cans have 
worse jobs, 
incomes and 
housing on average than Whites, 
45% of White Americans in 2012 
said it was because “Blacks don’t 

have the motivation or willpower to 
pull themselves out of poverty.”

The fact that most media organi-
zations do not repeat these beliefs – 

aka “facts” to some who hold them 
– merely entrenches the feeling 
that the mainstream, “lamestream” 
media cannot be trusted.
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The Plight of the White Working Class



O
ur fictitious Michael, from 
the story above, lives in the 
fictitious town of Haystown.  

Overall, the fortunes of Haystown 
have been improving recently 
thanks to the economic recovery 
and an influx of young profession, 
the natives of Haystown are not 
faring as well.  

Haystown is in the part of the 
country/state where for the past 15 
years the mortality rate for middle-
aged White men has been rising for 
the first time since 1968, thanks 
largely to suicide and drugs. These 
are also places that, according to 
Rothwell, are “racially and cultur-
ally isolated zip codes and com-
muting zones,” which means they 
interact less often with the Mexican 
immigrants they think are taking 
American jobs.

These individuals are not in fact 
suffering disproportionately from 
the flight of manufacturing jobs 
overseas, or competition from im-
migrants. They might not be poor 
themselves, but they live in places 
that are in a state of crisis, where 
the disorders of the White working 
class are manifesting themselves in 
emotional ways: heroin overdoses, 
single-parent families, rampant opi-
oid addiction, vast swaths of adult 
men on disability and out of the 
work force. It’s no wonder they feel 
like something has gone horribly 
wrong in their country. It has—but 
not quite in the way they suppose.

MOBILITY AND 

STAGNATION

One of the major problems is 
that these areas are incredibly 
immobile, both economically and 

geographically. The poor stay poor, 
and they stay put. Some commen-
tators have posited that because 
Trump supporters are not neces-
sarily poor, but do tend to live in 
downtrodden areas, they must not 
be selfishly anxious about their 
own economic futures but those of 
their children and their communi-
ties. Perhaps, but lack of economic 
mobility invites a larger question: 
if there are no good prospects 
in these places, why don’t more 
people abandon them?

Moving to seek one’s fortune, 
or just sustenance, has been part 
of the American experience since 
our founding. From the westward 
expansion of pioneers in the 
nineteenth century to the Great 
Migration of African Americans 
to industrial northern cities in the 

early twentieth century, Americans 
have always been on the move—
and with good reason. In those 
earlier eras, moving was sometimes 
the only way to avoid starvation. But 
often it was also a good way to get 
ahead.

Not that it’s easy. According to 
Scott Winship of the Manhattan 
Institute, who published a major 
study of mobility trends last year, 
better-educated Americans have al-
ways been more likely to move than 
their less-educated countrymen. 
That was true in 1860 and it’s true 
today. What’s different now, though, 
is that there’s more to be gained 
by moving. Since about 1980, the 
difference in earning potential 
between those who move away 
from a low-income state and those 
who stay behind has been widen-

ing, for both men and women. So 
why aren’t more poor White people 
doing it?

According to Winship, it’s in part 
due to comfort. A lot of people in 
down-scale communities aren’t 
destitute or in danger of starving 
like those in early eras, so they’re 
less motivated to uproot their lives. 
But plenty of people do leave, and 
those who are left behind tend to 
be the least ambitious. “It cre-
ates pockets of people who aren’t 
upwardly mobile,” Winship said. 
“They’re doing well enough that 
they don’t have to move.”

Part of why they’re doing well 
enough is because of growing wel-
fare and disability payments. But it’s 
not just government welfare. Win-
ship also mentioned the “private

See PLIGHT page 6
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Story by John Davidson originally ap-
peared in the Federalist 
 

HOME HEALTH CARE & 
IN-HOME CARE OPTIONS
“Providing a Full Range of 
Services to meet your Health 
Care needs . . .” 

Let “LovingTouch” contact 
your Insurance Provider for 
You. 

 Call (316) 269-3368 TODAY!!

Providing a full range of services including:

   

1631 E 17TH ST N  

Wichita, KS 67214

Phone: 316-269-3368

Fax:     316-269-2744  

CARE GIVERS     

•Light Housework      
•Companionship  
•Shopping & Errands   
•Local Transportation                  
•Meal Preparation                   
•Laundry                    
•Toileting	 	 																	
•Medication Reminders 

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

•RN’s & LPN’s FOR
•Medication/Special 
       Assessment 
•Physical Therapy & 
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty Nursing
•Medication Set-Up

•HHA’s for Assistance with
•Bathing                   •Medication Reminders
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WE ARE WESLEY

WOODLAWN

You’ll notice a difference from the 

moment you enter Wesley 

Woodlawn - from our doorside 

parking to our convenient one-story 

campus and our leading 

technologies. 

You’ll find something that goes far 

beyond what’s expected from a 

hospital. You’ll find a team of 

professionals who’ve chosen to 

create a welcoming place where 

people heal in comfort.  A place that 

feels like your own neighborhood 

hospital, no matter how far you’ve 

travelled to be here.

 *CMS quality score

WESLEYWOODLAWN.COMSOUTH OF K-96 & WOODLAWN

 

safety net,” in which unemployed men 
rely on a girlfriend or family members, 
often people who are themselves living on 
government assistance, for support. These 
networks of support would likely fray or 
disappear altogether if they moved away.

So they’re able to get by well enough to 

stay put, but they’re not necessarily working. 
Indeed, the number of men age 25 to 54 
who have dropped out of the labor force has 
been increasing for decades. It’s a serious 
problem, and something of a mystery to 
economists, who can’t quite explain what’s 
causing it. 

GLOBALIZATION 
REQUIRES 

ADAPTATION

The mobility issue is complex, 
and there are no easy explanations 
for why some people move and 
others don’t, or why working-age 
men are dropping out of the work-
force, or why some parts of the 
country have been able to adapt to 
changes in the global economy and 
some haven’t. There are no perfect 
answers, but adaptation and mobil-
ity—not a White America only 
attitude—are the best responses to 
the challenges of globalization and 
economic stagnation.

You wouldn’t know it from 
listening to Trump, but poverty 
rates are down, wages are growing, 
and unemployment is holding 
steady.  After all, the economy isn’t 
doing that bad right now, even for 
the working and middle class. You 
wouldn’t know it from listening to 
Trump, but poverty rates are down, 
wages are growing, and unemploy-
ment is holding steady. That’s not 
what Trump’s supporters hear from 
their president. They hear about 
how global trade has laid waste the 
American economy, moved mil-
lions of jobs overseas, and cheated 
American workers.

To be fair, international 
trade has shifted some jobs and 

industries overseas. But trade creates as 
well as destroys, and some communities 
have benefited from it. A front-page report 
in the Wall Street Journal last week focused 
almost exclusively on how trade with China 
has devastated the furniture manufacturing 
industry in Hickory, North Carolina. But as 
Hickory native Eric Cunningham noted in 
these pages, the Journal ignores what helped 
his town recover: technology.

“Even as the dot-com bubble imploded, 
telecommunications kept flourishing, and 
Hickory had become a hub for it,” writes 
Cunningham. “By 2000, Hickory produced 
40 percent of fiber-optic cable in the world. 
Rather than being content with furniture and 
textiles, the region had—wisely, in retro-
spect—expanded its reach and diversified 
into fiber optics.”

Something similar is happening in regions 
that once employed coal miners. Eastern 
Kentucky, which was home to some 67,000 
coal miners in 1950, employed just 7,000 in 
2014. But a program to train laid-off miners 
for new careers appears to be working, if 
still on a small scale. Since 2013, the Eastern 
Kentucky Concentrated Employment Pro-
gram has helped more than 1,100 ex-miners 
find new jobs, like becoming electrical 
linemen through a program at a technical 
college.

Make American Communities Great Again
Although adaptability and mobility are 

necessary to thrive in a changing economy, 
globalization isn’t what’s really plaguing the 
communities where Trump’s nationalist mes-
sage holds sway. The problem requires more 
than training for a new career or moving to 
a new state. Economic recovery is one thing; 
cultural renewal is another.

PLIGHT

from page 5



Feeling Nostalgic:  Can’t Things Be Like They Used to Be?  

W
ell, yes, they still do rule and they’re 
still a numerical majority.  However 
some how they’re starting to feel 

outnumbered, powerless and discriminated 
against.  Or at least, that’s what Justin Gest, 
sees. 

 Gest is a professor of public policy at 
George Mason University and the author of 
“The New Minority: White Working Class Poli-
tics in an Age of Immigration and Inequality.”  
The book is a product of six months of field-
work, mostly in Ohio, an its a great primer on 
Middle America’s political rebellion.  

Gest’s thesis is that white working-class 

voters have been radicalized by a sense of 
loss. Suspended “between the vestiges” of 
their power “and its perceived loss,” poor 
Whites are alienated from a system that 
previously advantaged them but now is seen 
as “overcompensating” for its historical 
missteps.

 America is finally beginning to realize this 
group’s level of frustration.  

“From their perspective, they’ve lost it 
all,” says Geist.  “They look back into the 
mid-century and they see White working-class 
communities, people who never finished 
university degrees or even high school, who 

were able to get stable 9-to-5 jobs that paid a 
livable wage and allowed them to support a 
family of four.  And they lived in communities 
that they perceived to be stable and safe and 
middle class.”

It’s this sense of loss that’s motivating 
much of their frustration.  No wonder they 
brought into Trump’s slogan, “Make America 
Great Again.”  

“If Trump didn’t have “again” at the end of 
that slogan, it would have been a completely 
different campaign.  That word “again” sug-
gest that the times were once better and that 
we’re going to get back to that place.  It just 
taps brilliantly into the sense of nostalgia, felt 
by the White working class group.    

Remember when White men ruled?  





African-American Women Still Fall Behind in Breastfeeding
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U
nacceptable racial disparities 
in breastfeeding rates that have 
existed for over 40 years, so dur-

ing  National Breastfeeding Awareness 
month, for the fifth year, America has 
celebrated National Black Breastfeeding 
Week which is a global movement to 
promote, protect, and support breast-
feeding by any woman anywhere, and at 
any time. 

Black Breastfeeding Week highlights 
the fact that Black women are less likely 
to initiate breastfeeding than their Latina 
and White counterparts. According 
to an August 2016 study published in 
Pediatrics, 61% of Black women will 
start breastfeeding compared with 
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking 
Latinas (90% and 91%, respectively) 
and White women (78%). Black women 
also breastfeed for the shortest length 
of time, a little more than 6.4 weeks 
being the average. Latinas and White 
women who breastfeed typically do so 
for between 10 and 17 weeks. By the 
time their babies are 6 months old, only 
35% of Black mothers are breastfeed-
ing as compared to about 56% of White 
mothers and 51% of Latinas.

Benefits of 
Breastfeeding

Low levels of breastfeeding in the 
Black community continue, even though 
pediatric health experts agree that when 
it comes to a newborn’s development, 
breast is best.  According to Healthy 

Mom&Baby, there are seven key benefits 
from breastfeeding. They include:

More bonding: Skin-to-skin contact 
from birth and continuing during 
breastfeeding stimulates the release 
of oxytocin, a hormone that facilitates 
bonding.

Better brains: Breastmilk builds 
better brains, in most studies, Breast-
feeding is linked to higher IQ scores in 
later childhood in most such studies.

Less diarrhea: Breastmilk promotes 
higher quality bacteria in baby’s gut and 
poop, reducing diarrhea and baby’s 
chances of becoming obese or ever hav-
ing type 2 diabetes.

Fewer infections: Breast milk gives 
baby antibodies that baby cannot make 
in any other way. These antibodies can 
help fight off viruses and bacteria that 
cause illness long before your baby can 
be fully immunized and make those 
antibodies themselves.

Reduced SIDS risk: Breastfed 
babies have a reduced risk of SIDS 
(Sudden Infant Death Syndrome).

Lower risk of cancer and osteo-
porosis: Breastfeeding lowers your 
risk of breast and ovarian cancer by 
about 20% each. Some studies are also 
showing it reduces your risk of bone 
thinning (osteopenia and osteoporosis) 
and even hip fracture later in life.

Faster weight loss: If the first 6 
reasons aren’t enough to convince you 
to breastfeed your baby, consider that 

you burn an extra 500 calories a day 
when nursing. This could result in as 
much as a 1 pound loss a week while 
nursing.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, World Health Orga-
nization and American Academy of 
Pediatrics among others implore new 
mothers to exclusively breastfeed 
their babies for at least six month, 
but today in America, the highest rate 
of breastfeeding is among wealthy 
Whites.

Black Breastfeed-
ing history  

The dominance of breastfeeding 
among wealthy White women is a 180 
degree shift from the history of breast 
feeding in pre-Civil War America, when 
Black women were forced to serve as 
wet nurses for White babies.   

“Black babies weren’t getting the nu-
trients they needed, while White babies 
were thriving from a Black breast,” said 
Nikia Lawson, a doula whose advocacy 
and educational efforts around breast-
feeding in communities of color are 
helping one mom at a time. 

There were severe consequences 
of being caught feeding a Black baby 
from a White child's supply. “Their baby 
could be sold or killed if caught, and it 
created a very negative energy around 
breastfeeding,” she added.

It is also important to consider the 
way formula is advertised, and what it 
offers psychologically to Black women. 
Marketing around the mass production 
of baby formula claimed it was better 
than breast milk. For many women, it 
“was reflective of social status—if you 
could afford formula, you had arrived,” 
Lawson said. Formula companies still 
highlight the freedom and sophistica-
tion associated with their product and 
associate breastfeeding with domesticity 
and poverty.

don’t make 
assumptions

Lawson believes many birth workers 
lack this sort of cultural awareness. 
“The Black breastfeeding experience 
can be crippled when White birth 

workers bring biases and unintentional 
microaggressions to those who need 
their help,” she says. And with so few 
birth workers of color, it’s common 
for Black mothers to receive help from 
White birth workers who lack cultural 
competence.

Black moms are nine times more 
likely to be offered formula by hospitals 
than Whites, according to Jennifer 
Hahn-Holbrook, assistant professor 
in psychology at Chapman University 
and co-author of the study “Racial and 
Ethnic Differences in Breastfeeding.”

It is important that White birth work-
ers take the time to educate themselves 
on the complexities of Black mothers 
and breastfeeding, instead of assum-
ing they just don’t want to breastfeed. 
“Many believe they are doing Black 
women a favor by offering them for-
mula,” Lawson said.

don’t shame
The stigma Black women face when 

breastfeeding is multidimensional. On 
the one hand, it’s associated with the 
lower classes. On the other, society 
has sexualized breasts to the point that 
nursing is considered unnatural. The 
natural functions associated with breast-
feeding can be a source of ridicule and 
embarrassment. Shaming mothers for 
“pump” breaks, being inconsiderate of 
diet restrictions, and forcing mothers 
to feed in enclosed areas all play into 
reduced rates of breastfeeding in the 
Black community.

“Nothing in my breastfeeding educa-

tion prepared me for the social stigma 
that comes with being a nursing mom. 
And as a Black breastfeeding mother, 
doing something “natural” felt so politi-
cized, as if my presence was a challenge 
to all of the systems in existence,” wrote 
A. Rochaun Meadows-Fernandez, for 
“Yes” magazine.  “Public breastfeeding 
was greeted with facial expressions of 
disgust and rude comments.”

encourage
Even within the Black community, 

people make comments that can dis-
courage mothers from breastfeeding. 

“No family members or more 
experienced mothers guided me, and 
intergenerational support is a key fac-
tor in breastfeeding success.” wrrote 
Meadows-Fernandez.  “Comments like 
‘I didn’t breastfeed, and my child turned 
out just fine”’ and ‘You know you don’t 
have to do this’ made me doubt my 
ability to accomplish breastfeeding 
at all, though they were meant to be 
encouraging.”

 “It becomes 10 times harder to 
continue breastfeeding when you 
have no support and are constantly 
hearing that it’s dirty or nasty and 
hearing ignorance-based comments,” 
Lawson said. So if someone dear to 
you is breastfeeding, educate yourself 
on some of the struggles they may 
face. Offer encouragement and show 
your interest. Consider accompanying 
them to breastfeeding classes, or give 
them resources—books, websites on 
breastfeeding.

The experts agree, when it comes to newborns “breast is best,” but social stigmas and 

lack of support still keep Black women from giving human children, human milk.

While people often talk about the benefits of breastfeeding for babies, it 
can be equally beneficial for mothers. The most obvious benefit to breastfeed-
ing for new moms is that it is a perfect opportunity to really connect and bond 
with your new baby. You can give your baby something that no one else can 
— nutritious milk and a strong sense of security.

On top of the bonding and security breastfeeding provides, it also is free 
and can save significant amounts of time and money. Estimates indicate that 
formula and feeding supplies can cost more than $1,500 per year. Breast-
feeding also saves time in that moms do not have to deal with measuring and 
mixing formula and sterilizing bottles. Additionally, the physical contact be-
tween mother and baby increases oxytocin levels, a hormone that helps milk 
flow and can create a calming effect for the mother. Studies have shown that 
breastfeeding lowers the mother’s risk of Type 2 diabetes, breast and ovarian 
cancer and postpartum depression. It also requires calorie expenditure, which 
can help new moms shed any extra weight gained during pregnancy.

Breastfeeding Can Benefit Mom Too

Despite the proven benefits of breastfeeding for mothers and babies, for over 40 
years there has been a gaping disparity in breastfeeding rates between whites 
and blacks—the reasons are complex.



I
t’s tomato season, eat up!  A tomato is a nutrient-dense, super-food that most 
people should be eating more of.  The tomato has been referred to as a "func-
tional food," a food that goes beyond providing just basic nutrition. Due to their 

beneficial phytochemicals such as lycopene, tomatoes also play a role in prevent-
ing chronic disease and deliver other health benefits.  Tomatoes are a rich source 
of vitamins A and C and folic acid. Tomatoes contain a wide array of 
beneficial nutrients and antioxidants, including 
alpha-lipoic acid, lycopene, choline, folic 
acid, beta-carotene and lutein.

One medium tomato (ap-
proximately 123 grams) provides 22 
calories, 0 grams of fat, 5 grams of 
carbohydrate (including 1 gram of 
fiber and 3 grams of sugar) and 1 gram 
of protein.

P
ink Platoon is calling up breast cancer 
survivors in Sedgwick County and sur-
rounding areas for a free health and 

wellness ‘boot camp’ from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on Sat., Sept. 9 at KU School of Medicine – 
Wichita, 1010 N. Kansas. Each survivor is 
welcome to bring one guest. Lunch will be 
provided and participating breast cancer 
survivors will receive a tote bag filled with 
information as well as some Pink Platoon 
gift items.

Pink Platoon was developed in partner-
ship with Susan G. Komen Kansas, KU 
School of Medicine - Wichita and Midwest 
Cancer Alliance, the outreach division of 

The University of Kansas Cancer Center. The 
‘boot camp’ will include:

•Tipstoimproveenergyandwellness
after treatment

•Updatesoncopingwithcommonafter-
effects of treatment

•WorkshopsonGenetics,‘Chemobrain’,
and more

•Aguidebookwithlocalandnational
resources

According to the National Cancer Insti-
tute, there will be nearly 19 million cancer 
survivors in the U.S. by 2024.  However, 
American Cancer Society research shows 
that one out of every four survivors experi-

ences a decrease in their quality of life due 
to physical issues like pain and memory 
loss and one in 10 encounter emotional 
problems.

“We developed the Pink Platoon program 
to provide real answers to the very real 
physical and emotional challenges that can 
await breast cancer survivors,” says Susan 
Krigel, PhD, a clinical psychologist with 
MCA.

 “This is going to be a day of informa-
tion and empowerment for breast cancer 
survivors in the Wichita area,” promises 
Judy Johnston, a research instructor at KU 
School of Medicine - Wichita. She adds,” 
Plus, we have some ideas up our sleeves to 
make sure it’s fun, too.”
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Cliff dropped more than 
200 pounds — so can you. 
Trust Wichita’s first program 
recognized as a Bariatric 
Surgery Center of Excellence.

Via Christi Weight Management
For more information,  
call 316.689.5232

viachristi.org/surgicalweightloss

with surgical 
weight loss

Free health program at KU School of Medicine - Wichita, Sept. 9

Pink Platoon Recruiting Breast Cancer Survivors

T
he "Hot Water Challenge," which kids 
say was inspired by YouTube videos, 
involves pouring boiling water on 

an unsuspecting friend — or, in one fatal 

instance, daring a friend to drink boiling 
water through a straw.

Earlier this month, an 11-year-old 
Jamoneisha Merritt of the Bronx was badly 

burned when friends poured boil-
ing water on her face while she 
slept. In July, a 10-year-old Wesley 
Smith of North Carolina suffered 
severe burns after he and his step-
brother attempted the challenge. 
And in late July, an 8-year-old 
Ki'ari Pope of Florida died several 
months after her cousin dared her 
to drink boiling water through a 
straw. Pope burned her mouth and 
throat, received a tracheotomy, 
and suffered enduring respira-

tory problems. 
The night she 
died, she told 
her fam-
ily she couldn't 
breathe, and 
fell unconscious 
shortly there-
after.

Some people 
doing the "hot 
water challenge" 
swallow the boiling water through a straw. 
The water can damage your esophagus and 
your windpipe.

"Most of us, our windpipe is the size 
of our pinky finger and so if you burn 
the windpipe area and it swells, then you 
may have severe difficulty breathing," said 
Spencer.

A new and dangerous trend has led children nationwide to suffer serious 
burns and, in at least one case, death.

Kids Are Trying the Deadly ‘Hot Water Challenge

The Great Tomato: Eat Up  

Ki’ari Pope of Florida 
died after participating 
in the hot water chal-
lenge.  





LeBron James-Backed Blaze Pizza Is 
Fastest-Growing Restaurant Chain Ever

Steph Curry #8
Salary Earnings: $12.3 Million 
From Endorsements:  $35 Million 
Chase, Fanatics, eHi Car Rental, Under 
Armour

L
eBron James is proving celeb-
rity endorsements can pay off in 
a big way.  Blaze Pizza, founded 

five years ago with two pizza places 
in Southern California, is the fastest 
start in the history of the U.S. food 
service business, thanks in part to a 
strong endorsement by James.

The concept: fast, affordable, high-
quality pizza that opened up the pizza 
category to the lunch crowd long 

after burgers, salads and burritos be-
came lunchtime staples. The idea of 
build-your-own pizza ready in three 
minutes clicked with pizza-loving 
Americans and franchises popped up 
the following year.

Blaze opens its 200th restaurant 
recently in Mentor, Ohio. James, 
one of the world’s most famous and 
marketable athletes has been along 
for the ride from 

almost day one. 
James is all-in on 
Blaze as an inves-
tor, franchisee and 
paid endorser of 
the company. 

“LeBron helps us 
punch in terms of 
our brand aware-
ness well above 
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Send us your On the 
Move Announcements  

We welcome news about promotions, 
retirements, appointments, awards 
and recognitions.  Submit them @ 
www.communityvoiceks.com .

On the 
Move



Joseph Shepard has joined the 
staff of the Kansas 
Leadership Center 
as a program 
associate for busi-
ness initiatives.  
He will oversee 
their Custom Fit 
program and Your 
Leadership Edge 

program and supervise eight interns 
who are currently pursuing their 
Bachelor’s Degree.  Shepard is a recent 
Wichita State University graduate where 
he served as president of the student 
body for two years.  

Maurice Bass has been hired as a 
Sr. Electrical Engi-
neer at Custom En-
gineering.  In this 
position, Bass will 
provide designs 
for photovoltaic, 
power, and lighting 
for retail, commer-
cial, health care 

and education systems. At his previous 
job, he was directly responsible for 
all renewable energy designs for com-
mercial and residential systems.  He is 
a graduate of Kansas State University.  

Wichita entrepreneur Marquetta 
Atkins has been awarded a  “Share 
the ICT Love” catalytic micro-grant 

from the Greater 
Wichita Partner-
ship.  The grant 
is to be used to 
positively impact 
community per-
ceptions about 
Wichita.   Atkins 
grassroots social 

media campaign titled WEchita will 
encourage people to share pictures of 
themselves participating in different 
events throughout the community. 

T
he biggest sports stars on the 
planet had another banner 
year with the 100 top-earning 

athletes banking $3.11 billion 
combined over the past 12 months. 
Global soccer icon Cristiano Ronaldo 
nabbed the top spot with $93 million, 
including $35 million off the pitch 
from sponsors and licensing, but 
LeBron James grabbing second place.  

Salaries are soaring in team sports 
thanks to blockbuster TV contracts 
both locally and nationally, but the 
players at the very top of the earnings 
food chain separate themselves by 
what they make from endorsements.

The five highest-paid athletes, 
Ronaldo, James, Lionel Messi, Roger 
Federer and Kevin Durant all generate 
more than $25 million annually from 
sponsors. In addition to their athletic 

achievements, the appeal of this 
group for marketers is a function of 
the global sports they play. Nike (and 
Adidas in the case of Messi) can use 
all of them in ad campaigns around 
the world. That is not the case with 
stars in the NFL and MLB.

In addition to James, other NBA 
players in the top 10 were:  Kevin Du-
rant, Steph Curry and James Harden.

The only other American sports 
figure in the top 10 is NFL player 
Andrew Luck, who makes $47 mil-
lion in salary and $3 million from 
endorsements.  

Complete top 10 and 
other notables

The earnings below span June 
1, 2016 through June 1, 2017 and 
include salaries, bonuses, prize 
money, endorsements, licensing and 

appearance fees. 
Rank, Name, Earnings (Sport, 
Country)
1. Cristiano Ronaldo, $93 million 
(Soccer, Portugal)
2. LeBron James, $86.2 million 
(Basketball, U.S.)
3. Lionel Messi, $80 million (Soc-
cer, Argentina)
4. Roger Federer, $64 million 
(Tennis, Switzerland)
5. Kevin Durant, $60.6 million 
(Basketball, U.S.)
6. Andrew Luck, $50 million (Foot-
ball, U.S.)
6. Rory McIlroy, $50 million (Golf, 
U.K.)
8. Stephen Curry, $47.3 million 
(Basketball, U.S.)
9. James Harden, $46.6 million 
(Basketball, U.S.)

10. Lewis Hamilton, $46 million 
(Racing, U.K.)
11. Drew Brees, $45.3 million 
(Football, U.S.)
12. Phil Mickelson, $43.5 million 
(Golf, U.S.)
13. Russell Westbrook, $38.6 mil-
lion (Basketball, U.S.)
17. Tiger Woods, $37.1 million 
(Golf, U.S.)
19. Dwyane Wade, $36.2 million 
(Basketball, U.S.)
23. Usain Bolt, $34.2 million 
(Track, Jamaica)
24. Conor McGregor, $34 million 
(MMA, Ireland)
51. Serena Williams, $27 million 
(Tennis, U.S.) The only female on 
the list.
The cutoff earnings for the top 100 
was $21.4 Million.  

NBA Players Show Up Big in 2017 World’s Highest-Paid Athletes

LeBrOn JAMeS  #2
Salary Earnings:  $58 Million
From Endorsements:  $35 million   
Beats electronics, Coca-Cola, intel, KiA 
Motors, nike, Verizon Communications 

and Blaze Pizza

JAMeS hArden #9
Salary Earnings:  $26.6 Million 
From Endorsements:  $20 Million  
new era, Beats electronics, 
BodyArmor, Adidas, BBVA-Banco 

Bilbao Vizcaya, Foot Locker

Kevin durAnt #5
Salary Earnings:  $26.6 Million 
From Endorsements:  $34 Million 
Acorns, Panini, 2K Sports, Beats 
electronics, BBVA-Banco Bilbao 
Vizcaya, nike

a video of LeBron James working at a Blaze Pizza 
went viral further proving the endorsement power of 
the NBa athlete.  See LEBRON, page 10
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You have a dream. We have a loan for it.

Whether it’s a new home, a new car, or a special project, we 

have the right loan and local customer service to fit your 

needs. With a loan from INTRUST Bank, you can fund your 

dreams and maintain your family’s budget — a smart move 

your whole family can enjoy. 

Call us at 383-1234 or visit intrustbank.com.

     © 2017 INTRUST Bank  |  Equal Housing Lender

Anything’s possible 

with the right loan.

our weight,” says Blaze Pizza CEO Jim 
Mizes. Witness a recent Harris Poll 
where Blaze finished second among 
the best pizza chain brands, behind 
Papa John’s and ahead of Pizza Hut, 
which has more than 7,000 locations 
in the U.S.

James often uses social media to 
promote Blaze to his 91 million fol-
lowers across Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter. A video of James working 
the counter of a Blaze Pizza as team 
member “Ron” last year went viral 
with more than two million views on 
YouTube.

James, with his business manager 
Maverick Carter and Larry Levy of Levy 
Family Partners, secured rights to Blaze 
franchises in the South Florida and Chi-
cago markets. They have 17 franchises 
now (12 in Chicago and five in South 
Florida) with plans for more.

James doubled-down on Blaze in 
2015 when he walked away from 
previous sponsor McDonald’s and 

$15 million in guaranteed money over 
four years as part of an endorsement 
contract.

 “Blaze has seen such resound-
ing growth partially as a function of 
the strategic partnerships they have 
been able to form during their rela-
tively short time on the chain restaurant 
scene,” says Kevin Schimpf, research 
analyst at restaurant consulting firm 
Technomic. “Whether that’s working 
with Lebron James or attracting lead-
ing franchisees, they have been able to 
ride these partnerships into massive 
growth.”

The growth has been astounding. 
Systemwide sales were $6 million in 
2013 and hit $185 million last year. 
Mizes is targeting $285 million this 
year and $1.1 billion by 2022.

In addition to his ownership in 
Blaze, James also owns Uninterrupted, 
a digital media company founded he 
co-founded with Carter, and SpringHill 
Entertainment, that creates compel-
ling stories for television and digital 
including:  NBC’s, “The Wall,” Survival 
Remorse,” on Starz, and “Cleveland 
Hustles,” on CNBC.  

LEBRON

from page 10

R
obert Moody, an attor-
ney with Martin Pringle 
Law Firm in Wichita and 

Sharla Smith, MPH, PhD, with 
the University of Kansas School 
of Medicine, Wichita are among 
a diverse group of 33 Wichitans 
selected to participate in the 
2017 Leadership Wichita Class.  
The program, sponsored by 
The Wichita Regional Chamber, 
provides an immersive experi-
ence that provides participants 
the information and inspiration 
to take increasingly significant 
roles in the community. 

Also selected to participate in 
this year’s class are:  
•LaShondaGarnes,CityofWichita
•Clay Germany, Wichita Police
Department
•DanielleJohnson,WichitaState
University Office of Diversity and 
Inclusion
•JonathanLong,T-Mobile
•RachelWhite-McQuillan,Westar
Energy

Participants are selected 
through a competitive process 
that netted one African-American 
participant in 2016 compared to 
seven this year.  

The 2017 class will partici-
pate in eight sessions that cover 
issues such as economic devel-
opment and the future vision for 
Wichita, workforce development 
and the impact of ensuring a 
highly educated workforce in 
our community, the importance 
of consensus within government, 
along with building leadership 
skills through real-life examples, 
group discussions and collabora-
tion.  Since Leadership Wichita 
was introduced in 1983, nearly 
1,000 local participants have 
completed the program and have 
committed to become stronger 
leaders for our community.

The 2017 Leadership Wichita 
class will begin Thursday, Aug. 24 
and will conclude Wednesday, 
Nov. 8.

Moody and Smith Among Diverse Class 
Selected for Leadership Wichita 2017

White-McQuillan Johnson

Moody Long

garnes Smith
not pictured:  Clay Germany 
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W
ichita’s increasingly popular 
Autumn & Art returns for the 
8th year from Sept. 15-17 on 

the Parkway along the lake at Bradley 
Fair Shopping Center, 21st and Rock 
Road.  More than a juried fine art show 
and sale, the event features great food, 
drinks, entertainment and fun for the 
entire family.  

The annual event is planned by the 
staff of Wichita Festival, Inc., the team 
behind Wichita’s Riverfest, with the 
support of major corporate sponsor 
Fidelity Bank.  

The free event features the work of 
about 100 artists from across the U.S., 
with original works available in 14 
artistic medias, including jewelry, paint-

ing, glass, fiber, ceramics, photography 
and more. Exhibiting artists compete for 
cash awards totaling $7,500.

Art-themed family fun will be offered 
Saturday and Sunday. A variety of free, 
hands-on art activities will be available 
at Artie’s Art Studio, coordinated by 
Mark Arts and sponsored by the Fred & 
Mary Koch Foundation. Artie’s Master-

piece Games 
give youngsters 
a chance to 
have fun while 
learning about 
classic paint-
ings. In addition, Artie’s Clubhouse, a 
kids’-only gallery, will offer artwork for 
a kid’s budget from noon to 5 p.m. on 

Sunday. 
Entertainment — from live music, 

Momma’s Boy the Play Heading Out on Fall Tour
A

fter a successful fall 2016 and 
spring 2017 tour, successful 
playwright Priest Tyaire is hitting it 

hard with a 40 city fall tour of his latest 
play “Momma’s Boy.” The tour kicks 
off on Sept. 7  in Columbia, S.C. and 
doesn’t finish until Dec. 2.  Lucky for us, 
the play will make stops in the Midwest:  
Fri., Sept. 15 in Wichita; Sat., Sept. 16 
in Kansas City, and Sun., Sept 17 in St. 
Louis.  

Momma’s boy answers the question, 
“What happens when a mother holds on 
to her son too long? 

The STory line
The all-star cast unites to tell the 

story of a young man who takes pride 
in being macho but really is a momma’s 
boy. Set in the inner city, Aaron and 
Autumn join forces as police officers 
in a town plagued by violence. Autumn 
is forced to move into Aaron’s home 
with her sons who’s every need she has 
catered to.  They’ve rightfully earned the 
title of momma’s boys.  Aaron’s plight 
begins when he tries to turn these boys 
to men. 

In an awkward turn of events, Au-
tumn decides to confront Aaron about 
his own relationship with his mother. 
Aaron’s mother, who has resided with 
him for the past 10 years, feels that no 
woman can take care of her son like 
she can. She has run away potential 
prospects in the past and intends to do 
same with Autumn. 

The big question that remains is how 
can Aaron turn Autumn’s boys into men 
when he is a “Momma’s Boy” himself?

The CaST
Those of you expecting the return of 

Vivica Foxx, who starred in the spring 
2016 tour of the play, shouldn’t be 
disappointed.   A lot of the original tour 
members are back and the play’s been 
tweaked a bit to smooth out some of the 
rougher edges.  

Jackee Harry from popular sitcoms 
“227” and “Sister, Sister” is still with the 
tour.  So is comedian Nephew Tommy, 
co-host of the “Tom Joyner Morning 
Show.”   Also returning for the fall tour 
is audience favorite, soulful R&B singer 
Shirley Murdock.  Murdock is best 
known for her hits, “As We Lay,” “Hus-
band,” and “Go on Without You,” all 
powerful and moving songs, just perfect 
for her big, full voice.   Also back are 
male singers Johnny Gill of New Edition 
and Gary “Lil G” Jenkins, from male 
R&B group Silk.

Joining the cast this year are Robin 
Givens, from the late 1980’s sitcom 
“Head of the Class” and Dawn Robin-
son, founding member of R&B girl’s 
group EnVogue.  Also joining the tour 
in his acting debut is  Gospel singer 
Anthony Brown 

The PlaywrighT
This is the 8th play for Tyaire who 

wrote and staged his first play in 2007.    
Tyaire says he was inspired to start 

writing at a time when most people 
would have withdrawn into bitterness 
and resentment.  His beloved mother, 
Cynthia Cephas, was diagnosed with 
cancer in the early part of 2006.  Priest 
wanted to honor her and pondered dif-
ferent ways to achieve this task.  

The Lord spoke very loud and clear, 
“write a play.”  

His desire to tell his mother’s story 
was so strong that neither his lack of 

experience, nor the financial chal-
lenge would deter him.  Armed with 
pay out from selling his SUV, he was 
able to finance his first play,“Tears of a 
Teenage Mother.”  

As an inexperienced writer and 
director, Tyaire purchased every Tyler 
Perry and David Talbert DVD on the 
shelf and began studying.  Thanks to 
Google, he quickly figured out theater 
terminology.  

The standing ovation he received 
after the “Teenage Mother” premiere 
was confirmation that he was finally 
operating in the gift that God gave him, 
and he hasn’t turned around since

He’s gone on to hone his craft 
and in the past decade has written, 
directed and acted in a series of hit 
stage plays, including:  “Why Black 
Men Cheat,”  “Why Women Cheat,” 
“Why Men Cheat: A Married Man’s 
Story,” “The Wrong Shade of Black,” 
“Torn Between 2 Fathers,” and “Mrs. 
Independent.” 

Tyaire says he wrote “Momma’s 
Boy” as a way to encourage women to 
“up their standards.” 

“You see them all the time, “they 
(momma’s boys) drop their women 
off at work and drive around all day 
while they (the women) pay the bills,” 
said Tyaire.  “If he’s 40 years old and 
you’re still living in his momma’s 
basement, he’s 
a momma’s 
boy.  Come 
one ladies, 
you have 
to up your 
standards.”  
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Arts & Culture

Jackee Harry and Nephew Tommy are two of the dynamic artists, comedians 
and singers who will be a part of the fall tour of Momma’s Boy.  The play has 
stops in Wichita, Kansas City and St. Louis in September. 

 

Wichita -- 
Fri., Sept. 15, 8 p.m.  
Century ii Concert hall  Tick-
ets from $46 to $80.50
www.Wichitatix.com 

Kansas City -- 
Sat., Sept. 16, 3 & 8 p.m. 
memorial hall 
Tickets $45 to $75.
www.ticketmaster.com

 

St. Louis 
Sun., Sept. 16, 3 & 7:30 p.m.  
Fox Theater 
$45 60 $75 
www.metrotix.com

 

MIDWEST SHOW DATES & INFO.

Autumn and Art Offers Weekend of Art, Food, Music and Fun 

See AUTUMN, page 15



L
overs of movies, books and all 
things Black Love are invited 
to participate in the free Black 

Love Symposium at the University of 
Kansas and around Lawrence, Sept 
11 -18. The symposium is actually a 
celebration of the 80th anniversary 
of Zora Neale Hurston’s novel “Their 
Eyes Were Watching God”, published 
on Sept. 18, 1937 during the Harlem 
Renaissance.  

This anniversary, along with the 
novel’s continued significance for 
readers across generations, inspires 
this symposium’s commemoration 
of Hurston’s book as well as its 
recognition of black love broadly.  
Although black love has been 
demeaned and denied historically, 
the symposium affirms its centrality 
and considers all of its expressions 
within black lives. 

The symposium draws on the 
themes of “Their Eyes Were Watch-
ing God” to explore the importance 
of black relationships, families, and 
communities in the contemporary 
moment. Keynotes, panels, and other 
events explore the social, cultural, 
and scholarly legacy of Hurston’s 
classic work. 

In addition to the colloquium’s 
keynote speakers and panels, 
“Black Love: A Symposium” features 
events that actively engage film, 
performance, and “Their Eyes Were 
Watching God”. The following film 
screening, discussions, and reading 
are particularly designed to appeal 
to a broader audience.  

A Night at the Movies
Mon., Sept. 11, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Lawrence Public Library
707 Vermont St, Lawrence, KS 

The first event of the celebration 
is a movie night. Join panelists for a 
lively conversation about represen-
tations of “Black Love” in popular 
film, with three distinguished panel-
ists including the director and pro-
ducer of the movie “Jason’s Lyric.”  
The evening will include screenings 
and discussion from memorable 
scenes from cinema history, includ-
ing “Jason’s Lyric.”

Movie Screening “Pariah” 
Tues., Sept 12, 6 – 8 p.m. 
Kansas Union, University of Kansas
The Pine Room

 Director and writer Dee Rees' 
2011 Pariah extends the cinematic 
conversation on black love by show-
casing a young lesbian's struggle 
with romance, family ties, and 
identity. Shown at both the Sundance 
Film Festival and the Toronto Film 
Festival, Pariah is known for its 
riveting performances and excellent 
cinematography. 

Black Love Conference
Thurs., - Sat., Sept. 14-16 
University of Kansas Campus & Law-
rence Arts Center 

Includes daily workshops and 
evening gatherings and receptions.  
For a complete schedule of activities 
go to: http://bls.ku.edu/ 

Marathon Reading of “Their 

Eyes Were Watching God”
Mon. Sept 18, Noon – 9 p.m. 
 Downtown Lawrence

 The culmination of the week-
long commemoration of Zora Neale 
Hurston’s classic novel is a marathon 
reading of the complete text on its 
exact date of publication. Volunteers 
will read aloud excerpts of this 
culturally rich work at various local 
businesses in downtown Lawrence. 
Come and listen or sign up to be a 
reader.
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12 KU Symposium Celebrates 80th Anniversary 
Of “Their Eyes Were Watching God”

sponsored by the Ku Dept. of 
liberal Arts and science, this 
week long event  celebrate the 
80th anniversary of the publish-
ing of “their eyes Were Watch-
ing God and explores Black 
love in the movies, media and 
popular culture.  

Artist Nathaniel Donnett’s performance riffs on an 
African American proverb illustrating how words can’t 
always express meaning as fully as a lived experience. 
Donnett will present a vignette of performances as a 
metaphorical EP (extended playing record), exploring 
ideas regarding identity, African American vernacular, 
perception, and memory. Donnett lives and works 
in Houston, Texas, and is the recipient of an Artadia 
Award, Idea Fund/Andy Warhol Foundation Grant, 
and Harpo Foundation Grant. Donnett has shown work 
internationally, including the Kemper Museum, Kansas 
City, The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, The New 
Museum, NY; and the National Museum, Lima, Peru.

Tuesday, September 12

5:30 p.m. Reception | Ulrich Museum
6:15 p.m. Performance | CAC Theater

I Can Show You Better Than I Can Tell You: Black Vernacular
Performance: Nathaniel Donnett
In support of the Ulrich Museum of Art exhibition looking at the overlooked, on view September 9–December 10, 2017

Nathaniel Donnett, Ritual, detail, 2014. Mixed media, dimensions variable. 
Courtesy of the artist.

Co-sponsored by the Wichita Public Library, Candid Conversations. 

Funding for this program is provided by the Kansas Humanities Council, 
a nonprofit cultural organization that connects communities with 

history, traditions, and ideas to strengthen civic life.

@ulrichmuseum | ulrich.wichita.edu | Free Admission | 316.978.3664 | 1845 Fairmount

Fall Exhibition Opening

Friday, September 8 
7–9 p.m. Public Reception

Free Admission | Public Welcome
On view September 9 – December 10, 2017

Ulrich Fall Exhibitions

looking at the overlooked:
Jamal Cyrus, Nathaniel Donnett, Rodney McMillian 

Diedrick Brackens: a slow reckoning

Unmoored Geographies:
Works from the Permanent Collection

IMAGES (from left to right):

1. Rodney McMillian, Untitled ( ag IV), detail, 2012. Burlap, thread, plaster, and 

latex, 80 x 169 in. Courtesy of the artist, Maccarone Gallery, New York, and 

Susanne Vielmetter Los Angeles Projects. Photo: Robert Wedemeyer

2. Jamal Cyrus, Beneath The Obelisk, detail, 2016. Wax and ink on canvas, 

mounted on dyed canvas, 54 x 36 in. Courtesy of the artist. 

3. Nathaniel Donnett, Ritual, detail, 2014. Mixed media, dimensions variable. 

Courtesy of the artist.

@ulrichmuseum | ulrich.wichita.edu | Free Admission | 316.978.3664 | 1845 Fairmount

Celebrate the opening of our fall exhibitions 
surrounded by art, live music, and fine 
fare. Each gallery is transformed with new 
exhibitions displaying works by nationally 
and internationally established artists who 
examine relevant topics of today. 
Ulrich receptions feature conversation, 
social gathering and engagement with 
artists and art enthusiasts.

www.communityvoiceks.com



T
he new school year is under-
way and USD 259 is starting 
the year in new administrative 

offices and with a new administra-
tor at the helm.  Alisha Thompson, 
who was chosen as the district’s new 
superintendent last spring replacing 
John Allison, officially took the helm 
in July.  

Thompson, who came up through 
the USD 259 admistrative ranks, even 
attended Wichita Public Schools as 
a student.  Prior to her appointment 
as Superintendent she was the Asst. 
Supt. of Elementary Schools.  
Thompson has started to build a 
strong and diverse team of adminis-
trators.  

In new positions this year are:  
 Terrell Davis, Executive Direc-

tor of Public Affairs and Special Proj-
ects. Davis was previously principal 
at Truesdell Middle School.

Ben Mitchell, Principal of 
Brooks Center for STEM and Arts 

Magnet Middle School.  He was 
previously Employee Relations/Train-
ing Director

Tina Young, Principal at Payne 
Elementary. She was previously Assis-
tant Principal at White Elementary.

Walter Givens, Principal at 
Pleasant Valley Middle School. 
He was previously Assistant Prin-
cipal at Northwest High School.

Although they are not new to 
their positions this year, here 
are several other strong leaders 
serving as top level administra-
tors in the district that our read-
ers may not be aware of.

Dr. Tiffinie Irving, Assistant 
Superintendent of Learning 
Services. Dr. Irving has been 
in her current position for two 
years.  She previously served as 
Executive Director of Learning 
Services

Robert Garner, Executive 
Director Secondary Schools. He’s 

been in this position for four years.  
Immediately prior to that, he was 
principal at Brooks

Darren Muci, Operations Divi-
sion Director. He’s been that position 
for 15 years and previously served as 
Purchasing Director.

New USD 259 Superintendent Building Strong and Diverse Team  
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Wichita News

Thompson

Davis Givens

Mitchell Young

Irving Muci Garner

M
embers of MRI-ICT, the 
group behind the Wichita 
petition efforts to reduce 

the local charges and fines for 
possession of small amounts of 
marijuana are frustrated.  In their 
third attempt to get the issue on the 
ballot, they fell short by about 1400 
the number of qualified signatures 
needed to force a second vote on 
their initiative.  They’re particularly 
frustrated because they turned in 
approximately 11,500 signature, far 
more than 9,350 needed to force the 
election, but Sedgwick County Elec-
tion Commissioner Tabitha Lehman 

ruled only 7,949 of the signatures as 
valid.  

“We must admit that we find it 
puzzling that that approximately 60% 
of those signatures were rejected 
because 6,100 of the signatures were 
collected as people exited their poll-
ing places from just having voted in 
the special Election on April 4th,”said 
Janice Bradley, one of the drive 
organizers.  “And because the people 
signing the petition at that time had 
just voted, we wonder why 108 of 
those signatures were disqualified.”

Though the group fully expected 
some of the signatures would be 

disqualified, Bradley said the number 
of disqualifications was disconcert-
ing. “We are analyzing the list of 
disqualified signatures to make sure 
that the reasons for disqualifications 
are justified.”

Lehman explained that there were 
many reasons voters’ signatures were 
disqualified, not the least of which, 
was for not having voted in two 
federal elections. Other reasons that 
signatures were disqualified included 
failure to fill in the date the petition 
was signed; a signature didn’t match 
the registration record; residence on 
the petition didn’t match the voter’s 

registration address and illegibility, 
to list just a few of the criteria for 
disqualification of petition signatures.

In 2014, the group’s first petition 
drive came up short of signatures.  In 
2015, they were successful in their 
petition drive and the initiative won 
with 54% of the vote.  However that 
victory was short lived  with Kansas 
Supreme Court nullifying the petition 
drive and ultimately the election on a 
technicality in the petition-gathering 
process.  

Disappointed, but not deterred 
by the set-back, this past spring 
and summer, organizers conducted 

another petition drive in an attempt to 
get the issue on the November 2018 
ballot. 

This summer, the City of Wichita 

Marijuana Ballot Petitioners Puzzled By Disqualification of Large Number of Signatures

See PETITION, page 14

Students Plan for the Future at Futures Fair 

Futures fair provides a one-stop shop for postsecondary options 

after high school. Representatives from more than 100 local and 

national postsecondary institutions attend this fair each year.

Students can attend this event at WSU on Oct. 17 from 8 am to 3 

pm. For more information visit www.futuresfair.org.



T
he Fairmount Coffee 
Company, an outreach 
ministry of the Lutheran 

Student Center which serves 
students at Wichita State 
University, is now open, 
serving up hot coffee, tea, and 
connecting the community.   
Located at 3815 E. 17th St, 
Fairmount Coffee Company 
hosted a grand opening 
celebration in August.  

Support from the Kansas 
Health Foundation and the 
Shocker Neighborhood 
Coalition (SNC) helped to 
create a working relationship 
between WSU, the Fairmount 
neighborhood and the 
Lutheran Student Center. 

“It’s been really neat 
to see how people from 
the University, from the 
neighborhood, and from our 
local supporting churches 
have already come together,” 

Fairmount Coffee Company 
manager, Paige Edgington 
said. 

Fairmount Coffee 
Company serves locally 
roasted coffee, specialty tea, 
smoothies, baked goods, 

sandwiches and salads. 
The coffeehouse will be 

open from 7 a.m. to 11 
p.m. on Mondays through 
Thursdays, 7 a.m. to 12 a.m. 
on Fridays and 8 a.m. to 12 
a.m. on Saturdays.
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Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207
316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Competitive Rates                  Quality Service         Monthly Payment Plans  
   Discounts Available      24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service 

LA FAMILIA’S 

6TH ANNUAL FIESTA

Event Date: Saturday, September 9th, 2017

Mexican Food

Folk
lori

c D
ances 

Games

Health Fair

Come and Celebrate the Mexican Independence Day!

Come and Celebrate the Mexican 
Independence Day!

Event Date: Saturday, September 9th, 2017

Celebrating Diversity 
Celebrando la Diversidad

Day button: $5 adults, $3 children (6-12) 5 and under free!
Evening music and dance: $5 ~ 

Picante Band at the Beer Garden

Sponsored by La Familia Board of Directors

La Familia Senior & Community Center 8

41 W. 21st St, Wichita

Contact us early @ (316) 267-1700 
or by email: lafamiliasenior@msn.com

For sponsorships, exhibits, food vendor rates & space

6th

Celebrando la Diversidad

passed an ordinance that re-
duced penalties for marijuana 
possession and adopted some 
of the practices currently used 
by the Wichita Police, which 
includes not jailing people 
charged solely with possession 
of small amounts of mari-
juana. 

However, that bill maintains 
possession of a small amounts 
of marijuana as a misdemean-
or.  If passed, this petition, 
and the ballot initiative ap-
proved by the citizens in 2015 
would have made a charge 
for simple possession of a 
small amount of marijuana an 
infraction, similar to a parking 
ticket, and there wouldn’t 
be note of the charge on the 
individual’s criminal record.  

Under the ordinance passed 
earlier this year by the Wichita 
City Council:  

▪•Wichitapolice,absent
any other state or federal war-
rant, will not arrest offenders 
simply for having marijuana 
– instead, they will be given a 
notice to appear in municipal 
court, much like receiving a 
parking ticket.

▪•Thepresumptivesen-
tence for a first-time offense 

will be $50, and first-time 
offenders will not be obligated 
to complete drug-related 
counseling if they are over 
21 years old. The court still 
has the discretion to impose 
a maximum fine of up to 
$1,000 and six months in jail 
– reduced from the previous 
penalty of $2,500 and up to 
one year in jail. A second 
marijuana conviction will 
come with a fine not to exceed 
$2,500 and one year in jail.

▪•Tobringthecityinto
compliance with state law, 
offenders who are required 
to complete drug testing at 
the Regional Forensic Science 
Center (typically in cases that 
go to trial) are required to pay 
the associated laboratory fees, 
which typically cost about 
$400.

▪•Thepresumptivesen-
tence will not apply to those 
who have been convicted of 
a felony in the past five years, 
been convicted of a Class A 
misdemeanor in the past three 
years, who have been con-
victed of marijuana possession 
at least once in the past three 
years, or who were arrested 
on suspicion of any felony, 
criminal misdemeanor or DUI 
offense in conjunction with the 
alleged marijuana offense.

PETITION

from page 10

H
ow can we enhance 
civic participation and 
engagement in the State 

of Kansas?  An all-day summit 
“Democracy Tomorrow,” on Fri., 
Sept. 8 in Wichita will dig into this 
issue.  

The program will include a 
stellar lineup of election experts/
thinkers, election officials, and 
elected officials from across 
Kansas and the state.  We’ll hear 
some of the latest trends and 
programs designed to increase 

civic participation and also discuss 
solutions that can be implemented 
here in Kansas.  

The keynote presenter is 
Kevin Kennedy, speaker will 
be Board Member of the U.S. 
Vote Foundation and former 
Director and General Counsel 
for the Wisconsin Government 
Accountability Board with a panel 
of elected officials and leading 
thinkers from both Kansas and 
across the country.  

Presenting from the Office of 

the Kansas Secretary of State will 
be Bryan Caskey, Kansas State 
Election Director.  An interesting 
panel will be on modernizing  
voter registration, with a number 
of high powered presenters 
including Samuel Derheimer, 
Senior Manager of Election 
Initiatives, The Pew Charitable 
Trusts. Another panel will take on 
making voter participation easy.  

The conference is from 9:30 
a.m. – 4 p.m. at Wichita State 
University’s Hughes Metropolitan 
Complex, 5015 E. 29th St. N, 
Wichita, room 180.  This free 
event includes lunch, registration 
is encouraged – or you might not 
eat.  RSVP online at https://www.
aclukansas.org.  

This event is sponsored jointly 
by: the ACLU of Kansas, the League 
of Women Voters of Kansas, and 
the Kansas State NAACP.

Conference to Focus on Increasing 
Participation in Kansas Elections





New Fairmount Coffee Shop Connecting the Community

Councilwoman Lavonta Williams helps cut the ribbon at 
the new Fairmount Coffee shop.  
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Wichita Calendar

SEPT 2 Wichita African Union 6th Annual 
Celebration will be held at the Hyatt Regency, 400 
W. Waterman Doors open at 5 p.m.. Contact Roseline 
at 682-7009 for tickets $40. 

5 City Council Meeting in the City Council Cham-
bers, 455 N. Main. 9 a.m.   Discussion will include 
funding for the Dunbar Theater

7 “The Color of Law”  Book Signing and Dis-
cussion.  Join a book signing and lecture from Rich-
ard Rothstein, author of The Color of Law: A forgot-
ten History of How Our Government Segregated 
America from 3 - 5:30 p.m. Hubbard Hall, Room 
231, Wichita State University Campus.  Copies of the 
book will be available for purchase.  Free event.  

8 Democracy Tomorrow -- Increasing Citizen 
Participation in Kansas Elections, from 9:30 - 4 
p.m. at WSU Metroplex, 5015 E. 29th St. N.  Free 
event.  

8 - 9 Women Empowering Women Conference 
2017 - Operation Reboot  Greater Faith Christian 
Church, 6249 E 21st Ste 119. 4:30-7:30 p.m.  This 
will be an empowering and inspiring time for women 
to refocus their mind, body and soul.  You will learn 
how to recharge your spirit, renew your passion and 
reignite your purpose.  Tickets $40 and $20 for teen 
girls (13-19).  Registration includes boot camp, 
catered lunch, t-shirt & tote bag. paypal.com/CGI-
BIN/WEBSC.  

10 Skate Night with Pearl Kayla Johnson at Car-
ousel Skate Center, 312 N. West St , 6:30 -8:30 p.m.. 
Support Pearl Kayla Johnson’s Fashionetta scholar-
ship efforts.  Everyone is invited.  $6 (Children and 
Adults) Concessions will be available.

12 NAACP General Meeting  Join the Wichita 
Branch NAACP General Meeting at 6 p.m. at 2821 E. 
24th (Urban Preparatory Academy)

12 Leonard Pitts, Jr. Lecture & book Signing   
7 – 9 p.m. at Bethel College,  Memorial Hall, 300 
E. 27th St., North Newton.  Syndicated newspaper 
columnist and author Leonard Pitts, Jr. will deliver 
a lecture titled, “What Now?  America in the Age of 
Trump.”  The event is part of a 30th Anniversary 
celebration for the Kansas Institute for Peace and 
Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR) at Bethel College.  Fol-
lowing the 7 p.m. lecture, Pitts, Jr. will sign copies of 
two of his most recent books.  This event is free and 
open to the general public.

24 McAdams Ole’ School Family Reunion 4 - 7 
p.m. McAdams Recreation Center, 1329 E. 16th. Free 
Family Event! Bring your lawn chairs & enjoy free 

food, Dj, kid’s games, adult card games, dominos, 
sack races, kickball, fire trucks & more. Come join 
Wichita’s largest Soul Train line & help spread “Com-
munity Unity”.

22-23 Grant Chapel AME 1st Annual Neighbor-
hood Garage Sale 2 – 6 p.m. at 2750 N. Hillside. 
Local vendors and food trucks as well as residents 
are invited to set up shop for this event.  Come out 
for shopping, food and fun.  The garage sale contin-
ues Sat. from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  For vendor informa-
tion e-mail Quapri.GrantChapelAME @gmail.com

24 Open Streets ICT  A new free event closes four 
miles of Douglas Avenue from College Hill to the 
Delano District to traffic and opens it to young and 
old to enjoy biking, walking, running, dancing, yoga, 
entertainment, food, art, music and more.  It’s an 
active, fun and community building event from Noon 
to 4 p.m. 

24 Voter Empowerment Community Political 
Forum for City Council and USD 259 candidates.  
4-6 p.m. at Tabernacle Bible Church, 1817 N. Vo-
lutsia.  Come hear the candidate positions and voice 
your concerns regarding the relevant issues in our 
community.

30 98th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet  the 
Marriott Hotel, 9100 Corporate Hills Dr..  The 
speaker for this annual event, sponsored by the 
Wichita Branch NAACP, is Redditt Hudson, NAACP 
Region IV Field Organizer. This year’s honorees are: 
Pastor Roosevelt DeShazer, Micah Kubic, Emalyn 
Rogers, Habitat for Humanity, Robert Layton, Floyd 
Pitts, Larry Dennis, Dr. Robert Weems, Alpha Phi 
Alpha, Westar and Lai-L Daugherty.  Emcees will be 
KWCH reporter, Akeam Ashford and KSN reporter, 
Ashonti Ford.  Tickets are $65 each.  For tickets or 
congratulatory ads call 681-3970 or 516-4734.

9 Movie Screening: “Big Pharma: Market Fail-
ure” explores the problem of extreme drug prices 
in the U.S. and how drug cost impacts the public, 
on businesses and the overall US economy.  It is a 
compelling drama that reveals the truth of pharma-
ceutical cost and what we can do about it. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m.  Program begins at 7 p.m. at 
The Unitarian Universalist Church, 7202 E. 21st St., 
Wichita.  Sponsored by UU and Expand Medicaid in 
Kansas Now. 

OCT 21 A Tribute to Trailblazers Gala at the 
Hyatt Regency, 400 N. Waterman, 6 p.m. reception 
and auction.  7 p.m. dinner & program featuring 
guest speaker, award winning columnist, Leonard 
Pitts, Jr. For tickets contact the museum at 316 
262-7651.



dance and theater to art demonstra-

tions — will be presented throughout 
the weekend. Cuisine from Jason’s 
Deli, Outback Steakhouse and On the 
Border will be offered at the Culinary 
Pavilion. Wine, beer and soft drinks 
will be available to enjoy on the 
parkway.

The Art of Bloody Marys (a build-
your-own bar) presented by The Good 
Egg from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and Whis-
key Tasting from 2-5 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday; the Chill & Charge Lounge 
with a charging station by Living Sound 
and alfresco billiards courtesy of Chil-
ton’s Billiards & Spas; and over-sized 
lawn games, including giant Jenga and 
chess provided by Bluestem Rentals.  

Another option, enjoy paddle boat 
rides on Bradley Fair Lake.  They’re 
just $5 per person for a $15 minute 
ride.  Rides are available Saturday 10 
a.m. – 6:30 p.m. and Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.  

A unique musical event will make its 
debut around the perimeter of Bradley 
Fair Lake. “Inuksuit: Drums on the 
Pond,” a modern music work by John 

Luther Adams, has been described as 
“the ultimate environmental piece” by 
the New York Times. The 40-minute 
work is scored for 9 to 99 percus-
sionists and was written to be played 

outdoors. Von Hansen, professor of 
percussion at Friends University, is 
organizing the event and has recruited 
99 college and high school student and 
faculty percussionists to perform this 
unique symphony for the first time in 
Kansas.

Autumn & Art at Bradley Fair admis-
sion is free for the public, thanks 
to festival sponsors and the Patrons 
who support the event by purchasing 
a $120 Patron Ticket. Patrons enjoy 
a lavish opening night party from 6 
to 9 p.m. Friday, with gourmet food, 
specialty wine, beer and spirits; a silent 
auction and wine pull; Patron gifts; and 
live entertainment by the Steel Drum 
Band and Phlox. Patrons also get 
reserved parking and complimentary 
beverages throughout the weekend.

Autumn & Art Patron Tickets are 
available by calling Wichita Festivals at 
(316) 267-2817; online at Autum-
nandArt.com; or at the Bradley Fair 
Guest Services office, located next to 
Williams-Sonoma.

Wichita Festivals welcomes 
volunteers who would like to help 
with Autumn & Art. For information 
about volunteering, contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Jill Massey at 267-2817 or 
jill@wichitafestivals.com

Autumn & Art will be open 6 to 9 
p.m. Fri., Sept. 15; 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Sat., Sept. 16; and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Sun., Sept. 17 on Bradley Fair Parkway, 
just east of Bradley Fair, at Rock Road 
and 21st St. N. 

AUTUMN

from page 11

www.communityvoiceks.com

Autumn & Art 
Sept. 15-17
East of Bradley Fair 

21st and Rock., Wichita   

Free juried-art show, 100 

exhibitors, food, drinks, family-

friendly entertainment.  
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In Spite of the Heat Thousands Still Got Their Groove On

T
he 3rd Annual Grub and Groove 
Festival was held Aug. 19 in a 
new location, Hartman Arena in 

Park City.
Despite the heat, thousands of festi-

val goers got their groove on.
The audience was kept laughing by 

MC Lightfoot and danced to the music 
of Chante Moore, Lyfe Jennings, After 7 
and the Whispers.

A variety of food vendors 
were out so people could 
grub and a there were 
alcohol stations to serve to 
the adult audience. 

The Community Voice 
booth was there to keep 
participants cool by giving 
away fans to those who 
filled out their survey. 

PHOTOS:
MC Lightfoot kept the entertainment 
going between acts.  2. Victoria 
Upshaw stopped by the TCV booth 
to fill out a survey.  3. TCV fans 

Kameelah Alexander and Malaika 
Bell also stopped by the Voice’s 
booth. 4.  Wichita native Sheri Swift 
traveled back from Omaha for the 
festival. 5. The Whispers wooed the 

audience with those old favorites.  6. 
Their hats shaded Terry Smith and 
Pam Colbert from the high tempera-
ture.  7.  Necol and Greg “Hitman” 
Williams enjoyed the music. 8. This 

group of young people enjoyed the 
concert (Back) Jamaal, Karl, Aaron, 
Odell (Front) Laquita, Patricia, Des-
tiny, Dominique, 9. After 7 worked 
the audience up close and personal. 

10.  Victoria Bobbitt from Fort Worth 
enjoyed the music. 11.  Bartenders 
Anea Showers, Mario Bowen, and 
Patrice Parker. 

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8 9 10 11

McAdams Golf Club Holds 87th Annual Classic Tournament

T
he 87th Annual McAd-
ams Golf Classic was 
held on Aug. 11-13 at 

Auburn Hills Golf Course.
In spite of the rain and 

90 degree weather, sixty-six 
golfers from across the Mid-
West invaded Wichita with 
their battle gear on to see 
who was the best golfer. 

The weekend included a 
banquet, opening reception, 
two-day tournament and 
concluded with  an award 
ceremony and luncheon.  

Photos: 
1.  The McAdams Golf Club has 
been in existence since 1930.  2.  
Billy Boyice of KCMO won 1st 

place in the C Flight.  3.  Paul 
Davis from Minnesota won 2nd 
place in the C Flight.  4.  Larry 
Andrews won 1st place in the 

A Flight.  5.  Johnson from St. 
Louis won 3rd place in the C 
Flight

Photos by My Picturenan
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Neighborhood Segregation in America Didn’t Happen by Accident  

I
n 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. and 
his allies started the Poor People’s 
Campaign, a movement meant 

to improve the lives of low-income 
Americans. But King was assassinated a 
few months before its political actions 
officially kicked off, and the campaign 
never reached its full potential.

Fifty years later, Rev. William Barber, 
former head of the North Carolina 
NAACP, is joining other religious and 
activist leaders to launch a new Poor 
People’s Campaign, picking up where 
King left off. Although King is univer-
sally associated with civil rights and 
the struggles of African Americans, 
the original Poor People’s Campaign 
was an inclusive effort to alleviate the 
poverty of Americans of all races. And 
today’s organizers say that goal is fun-
damental to the new campaign as well.

The new protest will be held next 
summer, the 50th anniversary of the 
original march.  Barber and the Rev. 
Liz Theoharis will co-lead the Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National Call for 
Moral Revival, set to play out over 40 
days next May and June with protests 
in Washington and 25 state capitals - 
including Topeka.  The demonstrations 
will be non-violent, but large, with  a 
goal of having at least 1000 partici-
pants in each city each day.  

The campaign will focus on five 
main issues:

•Healthcarereform,
•Livablewage,
•Environmentalreform,
•Votersuppression,and
•Thewareconomy.
Instead of each group working 

on their own issue, Barber’s mes-
sage is to “stop working in silos, a 
build a movement together.” 

This is a “moral movement that 
exams public policy from moral 
values,” said Barber during his 
nearly hour-long speech held 
in Topeka to launch the Kansas 
campaign.  If the nodding head, 
Amens and standing applause is 
any indication, the standing room 
only crowd seemed committed to 
the message and appeared ready 
to respond to his call.  

Until recently, Barber was 
an active member of the NAACP but 
resigned recently as president of the 
North Carolina organization of NAACP 
branches to promote the Poor’s People 
Campaign.  

As the president of the North Carolina 
NAACP, he the architect of “Moral Mon-
days,” an interfaith movement in North 
Carolina that has become a model for 
modern-day civil rights protests.  

Individuals interested in joining the 
People’s Campaign can learn more 
about it online at www.poorpeoples-
campaign.org. 

PHOTOS:
1.  Rev. Dr. 
William Bar-
ber, III moves 
hundreds dur-
ing his speech 
at First United 
Methodist 
Church in 
Topeka.  2. 3. 
Wichitan Roy 
Jones wowed 
the audience 
with “A Change is Gonna Come” and “Glory”. 3.  
Hundreds of people came out to hear Dr. Rev. Bar-
ber’s speech and many of them signed a pledge to 
help with or participate in the Kansas Poor People’s 
Campaign.  A
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William Barber Brings His ‘Moral Revival’ to Kansas

Photos by The Community Voice
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Regional News

2
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R
ichard Rothstein's new book, "The Color of Law, A Forgot-
tenHistoryofHowOurGovernmentSegregatedAmerica,"
explains how, for more than 100 years, 

theU.S.governmentpracticed,enforcedand
allowed segregation in housing. Rothstein 
makes a powerful case that, despite the 1968 
FairHousingAct,thepublicpoliciesofyester-
day still shape the racial landscape of today. 

Why is current-day America so ignorant of 
how pervasive and overt the government's of-
ficial role has been in creating and continuing 
housing segregation?

Find out during a presentation by Rothstein 
as he tours Kansas speaking and signing his 
book, with stops in Wichita, Lawrence and 
Kansas City.  

To scholars and social critics, racism in 

our neighborhoods has long been viewed as a manifestation of 
unscrupulous real estate agents, unethical mortgage lenders, and 

exclusionary covenants 
working outside the 
law. This is what is 
commonly known as 
“de facto segregated,” 
practices that were the 
outcome of private, not 
legal or public policy, 
means. Yet, as Rothstein 
breaks down in case 
after case, until the last 
quarter of the twentieth 
century de facto paled 
in comparison to de 
jure (government-

sponsored) segregation.
A former columnist for the New York Times and a research 

associateattheEconomicPolicyInstitute,aswellasaFellowat
the Thurgood Marshall Institute of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, 
Rothstein has spent years documenting the evidence that govern-
ment not merely ignored discriminatory practices in the residential 
sphere, but promoted them. The impact has been devastating for 
generations of African-Americans who were denied the right to 
live where they wanted to live, and raise and school their children 
where they thought best.

If you’re interested in learning more, here’s Rothstein’s schedule.  
Tues., Sept. 5, 7-9 p.m. University of Kansas, KU Commons, 

SpoonerHall
Wed., Sept. 5, 6-8 p.m., Kansas City Public Library, Central 

Library,14W.10thSt.,KCMO
Thurs., Sept. 7, 4-6 p.m., Wichita State University, Hugo 

WallSchoolofPublicAffairs.  

Richard Rothstein, the au-
thor of “the Color of Law,” 
will make appearances 
in Wichita, Lawrence and 
Kansas City.  



University of Missouri to Offer Free 

Tuition and Fees to Qualifying Students

N
ew grants underscore the 
University of Missouri’s 
pledge to fulfill its land-grant 

mission by offering more competitive, 
affordable education to Missourians

University of 
Missouri Chancellor 
Alexander Cartwright 
and Vice Provost 
for Enrollment 
Management Pelema 
Morrice signed the 
Missouri Land Grant 
Compact, which 
will expand higher 
education access and 
affordability at MU for 
Missouri residents for 
generations to come.

As part of the 
compact, MU will 
offer the Missouri 
Land Grant and 
Missouri Land Grant 
Honors for Missouri 
residents. The 
Missouri Land Grant will cover all 
tuition and fees for all Pell-eligible 
Missouri residents who qualify for 
admission to MU. Missouri Land 
Grant Honors will meet 100% of 
unmet financial need, including 
tuition, fees, books and room and 
board, for Pell-eligible students 
enrolled in the Honors College.

For Missouri students who meet the 
Pell Grant-eligible requirements and 
also are in the MU Honors College, 
Cartwright said the university will not 
only pay all remaining tuition and fees 
after Pell Grant dollars are applied, 
but will also pay for the student’s 
housing, food and books.

Essentially any Missouri student 
who qualifies could get a free or 
significantly subsidized education at 
the University of Missouri.

For state residents, tuition at MU 

is $11,008 a year assuming a student 
is enrolled in 14 credit hours per 
semester. Housing and dining cost 
about $10,808. Students typically 
pay about $6,148 a year for books, 

transportation and personal expenses.
To be eligible for the honors 

college, incoming freshmen need 
an ACT score of 31 or higher, must 
be in the top 15% of their class, or 
have a core grade point average of 
3.58. Students with an ACT score of 
at least 29 need to be in the top 5 
percent of their class or have a core 
grade point average of 3.91.The 
compact means that thousands of 
Mizzou students will be able to attend 
the university tuition-free. Based on 
current enrollment, it is expected that 
more than 3,500 MU students from 
Missouri will qualify for the grants 
annually.

Morrice said the grants will play an 
important role in attracting Missouri’s 
top talent who are heavily recruited 
by universities outside the state.

“We already know that the Pell 

Grant program is transformational 
for our students and opens pathways 
for many to attend MU who couldn’t 
otherwise,” Morrice said. “These 
grants are intended to build on the 

Pell program and create competitive 
financial awards for all Missouri 
residents who qualify.”

Most federal Pell Grants are 
awarded to students whose families 
make less than $30,000 annually. Pell 
Grants usually provide a maximum of 
$6,000 in higher education assistance 
annually, leaving significant gaps for 
some individuals and their families.

Mizzou invests about $12 million 
per year on need-based financial aid 
to promote access and affordability 
in higher education. MU students 
graduate, on average, with $8,000 
less in student debt than the national 
average.

The Missouri Land Grants will be 
available to students beginning in fall 
2018. They are open to incoming 
freshmen as well as continuing and 
transfer students.
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REGIONAL CALENDAR

SEPT.  1 Topeka - First 
Friday Black Business After 
Hours at 5:30 p.m. at Health 
e’Hair Fashion Boutique, 420 SE 
29th.

5  Lawrence - In THE COLOR 
OF LAW, Richard Rothstein ar-
gues with exacting precision and 
fascinating insight how segrega-
tion in America is the by-product 
of explicit government policies at 
the local, state, and federal level.  
7- 9 p.m. University of Kansas, KU 
Commons, Spooner Hall

9 Bonner Springs –  
I.D.E.N.T.I.T.Y. informational 
meeting this is a free youth devel-
opment program open to boys
in grades 3-8. Invited guest are 
Mayor Harrington and City Coun-
cil Members and District Attorney 
Mark Dupree. 
10 a.m. 

9 Topeka - Back To School 
Event from 5 – 7 p.m. at the 
Spray Park at Samuel Jackson 
Park,   1220 S.E. 10th, East 
Topeka South N.I.A.

11-18  Lawrence - Black 
Love Conference, University of 
Kansas.  Celebrating the 80th An-
niversary of Zora Neal Hurston’s  
“Their Eyes Were Watching God.”  
See details in story Page 12. 

18 Bonner Springs - NAACP 
Youth and Adult Summit 4:30 
- 7:30 p.m. at Bonner Springs 
Public Library, 201 N. Nettleton 
Ave.  Pizza provided, youth will re-
ceive a book, backpack and $10 
gift certificate.  Breakout sessions: 
financial literacy, budgeting, credit 
scores, mortgages and Making 
College a Reality. Sign up at the 
library 441-2655. For additional 
information contact 422-1313 or 
horvathl@sunflower.com. 

19   Salina - “Fest of the 
West!” For Seniors, Caregivers  in 
the heartland of Kansas. The Fair 
with its western theme happens 
at the Tony’s Pizza Events Center, 
800 The Midway. Call 800-432-

2703 to register. Cost is $20 
before Sept 11. Details are also at 
www.ncfhaaa.com. Registrations 
may also be mailed to the Area 
Agency on Aging, 401 Houston St., 
Manhattan, KS 66502. Activities 
include: speakers, health and 
wellness and a line dancing 
workshops, health screenings and 
the Kansas Veterans Mobile Unit 
will assist veterans with apply-
ing for benefits.  The festivities 
also include a banquet luncheon 
with recognition of honorees, 
prize drawings and the Sunflower 
Antique Tractor Show.

23  Topeka - 12th Annual 
Aaron Douglas Art Fair  10 
a.m.-5 p.m Aaron Douglas Art 
Park. Join the celebration of com-
munity in showcasing diverse and 
emerging artists. Enjoy over 40 
artists showing, music, perform-
ing arts, amazing food, and a 
wonderful kidszone.  Take your 
turn on the new marble maze or 
create your own marble art at 
the kids’ zone area.  It’s a family 
friendly, and FREE event.

30 Topeka - Unity Walk by 
Ladies That Lean Start time Noon, 
Southside of Topeka Capital. Bring 
your water bottles, business cards 
and flyers to pass out.  

OCT. 6-8 Salina - Homecom-
ing and Family Weekend at 
Kansas Wesleyan University 
with special events sponsored 
by the Black AMerican Student 
Union, Minority STudent Unon, 
Multi-Cultural Alliance, and the 
Multi Cultural Student Union., 
including a special reception, 
reunion dance and church ser-
vice.  For more information go to 
alumni@kwu.edu.  

14 Topeka - Candidates’ 
Forum  1-3 p.m. in the multi-
purpose room of Faith Temple 
Church, 1162 SW Lincoln in Ten-
nessee Town. The remaining can-
didates for city council and mayor 
will be invited for a question-and-
answer style forum. Moderator 
WIBW-TV anchor Ralph Hipp. 
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S
tudents can learn and remain active after school 
hours during these free Childhood Obesity 
Classes offered Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 3:30 – 5 p.m. at Central Park Community Center, 
1534 S.W. Clay, Topeka.  Children will learn about 
health, enjoy a cooking demonstration and participate 

I exercise.  Class are taught by Erma Forbes, chef and 
RN and representatives from the K-State Research 
Extension. Classes begin Sept. 18.   For information or 
to enroll call Forbes:  (785) 260-9195, email gcarterinitia-
tive@gmail.com or the Central Park Community Center 
(785) 251-2965.

Free Childhood Obesity Class in Topeka Begins Sept. 18









Adult Detention Center Gets New Behavior Management Tool

Community Center Renaming Ceremony Set for Sept. 30

D
uring 31 years of employment 
with the Kansas City Kansas 
Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment, it’s hard to wrap your mind 
around how many lives Beatrice Lee 
must have positively impacted.  Add 
to that, 20 more years of community 
and political leadership since her 
retirement, and it’s easy to see why the 
UG Board of commissioners voted this 
spring to rename the John F. Kennedy 
Community Center (JFK) the Beatrice 
L. Lee Community Center.  

On Sat., Sept. 30, from 2 to 5 p.m., 
the entire community is invited out to 
the center at 1210 N. 10th St., KCK, 
to honor, recognize and applaud this 
great lady during the official renaming 
ceremony.  

For those who aren’t lucky enough 
to know her personally, Bea or “moth-
er” as she’s often referred to, you’re 
not out of luck.  She’s still moving and 
shaking in the community.  But older 
Kansas Citians will remember her as 
the stern but loving director of the JFK 
Center.    The youth loved “Mrs. Lee” 
because they knew she cared, and she 
loved them back. 

Elnora Jefferson, president of the 
Oak Grove Neighborhood Association, 
calls Bea’s love for children, “univer-
sal.  A lot of people call her ‘mother,’ 
and I can understand why. She has that 
nurturing presence and touch, but she 

also has that firmness.” 
Born and raised in KCK, Bea began 

her career with the KCK Recreation 
Department in 1964 at the Sumner 
Recreation Center.  She organized 
recreation programs for youth and 
single parents who lived in at the 
near-by 400-unit Juniper Gardens 
residential complex. Her many duties 
included making parents aware of 
programs and resources available to 
them, recruiting volunteers to tutor 
youth, helping youth with homework, 
organizing after-school activities, 
and creating Teen Town, a night of 
activities on Fridays for 13, 14, and 15 
years old. 

She did such an outstanding job, 
after just one year she was promoted 
to center director.  Director and con-
tinued to grow the center’s program-
ming.  She partnered with Wyandotte 
County Extension, an organization that 
teaches life skills, and held classes that 
taught attendees, among other things, 
how to complete job applications and 
interview for jobs. Some attendees 
earned their G.E.D.’s and within two 
years, more than 50 single mothers 
who had been relying on public as-
sistance, found jobs and moved off the 
assistance rolls. 

When Sumner closed in 1976 Bea 
move to JFK, where she developed 
summer youth programs that served 
more than 500 participants each week.  
She also developed an after-program 
that included tutoring for junior-

high (later middle) and high school 
students.   Using her connections, 
charm and sheer will, she was able to 
recruit retired teachers to volunteer 
their time.  

Although Bea never held political 
office, she immersed herself in local 
politics and wielded considerable 
political influence. A lifelong member 
of the Kansas Democratic Party, she 
helped form the Rebecca Vinson 
Women’s Democratic Club. Deborah 
Newton, youngest of Bea’s six children, 
says her mother was “very influential 
behind the scenes. She’s never ran for 
office, but she’s always been at her 
kitchen table with different people 
running for offices … leading and 
guiding and directing.” 

In comments on her mother’s ability 
to help her chosen candidates win, 
Sheila Lee, Bea’s oldest child, says her 
mother a “ran several campaigns for 
people, and those individuals were 
ultimately elected.”

Bea retired from the city in 1995 
but she didn’t retire from public 
service.  She served for more than 20 
years as the president of the Douglass-
Sumner Neighborhood Association and 
she is always the one who organizes 
the neighborhood clean ups. When 
drugs began infesting the neighbor-
hood, Bea stepped up.  

“She got groups together and they 
marched in front of the drug houses 
and [got] the police involved, and 
she played a big part in getting the 

drugs out of her neighborhood,” says 
Deborah.  “She orchestrated all of that 
and put her life at risk.” 

Bea is also a founding member of 
the Douglass-Sumner Neighborhood 
Business Revitalization, an organiza-
tion created in 2012, 
and a member of the 
Historic Northeast-
Midtown Association.  
She has served on 
10 local boards and 
still serves on the 
Unified Governments 
Parks and Recreation 
Board.  

Her daughters 
says she’s received at 
least 75 awards and 
recognition but this 
recognition has to 
be among the biggest 
of them in depth of 
its recognition and in 
size.  It’s a pretty big 
deal when you get a 
building named after 
you, especially one as 
big as the Beatrice L. 
Center that extends 
across a full city 
block.  

Once “the” 
recreation center 
for the community, 
JFK was closed for 
several years creating 
a void in services.  

Community members, led by Chester 
Owens and Carolyn Wyatt, petitioned 
for a got the center reopened.  Today 
the center serves as a community 
center for groups to meet, serves as a 
practice location for dance teams, and 

sponsors basketball 
leagues, with soccer 
and volleyball leagues 
soon to come.  A few 
annual favorite events 
held at the center 
includes the annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
for Seniors and the 
Christmas holiday 
Santa experience. 

Discussions are 
being held about the 
concept of making 
the facility more of a 

“cultural” center for 
the community and 
about the potential of 
using it as a place to 
honor individuals from 
the northeast com-
munity who have given 
vigorously given their 
time and service to the 
neighborhood.  

The future of the 
center is still unclear, 
but certainly the com-
munity must make sure 
the center reflects well 
the service and name of 
its new namesake.  

Kansas City News 
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Success Story

By Edward Long 
The Community Voice 

Beatrice  Lee

E
ven though it’s called “cor-
rections,” budget and secu-
rity requirements have limited 

the ability of jails and prisons to 
deliver meaningful programming, 
even though education is shown to 
decrease recidivism by 43%.  Instead 
four out of five inmates don’t have 
regular access to rehabilitative pro-
gramming and instead spend most of 
their time watching daytime television.  

Enter Edovo, a new tablet-based 
program now available to Wyandotte 
County Jail inmates.  The program 
provides inmates with meaningful 

access to education and self-improve-
ment tools, and in July, the Wyandotte 
County Adult Detention Center became 
the first jail in the State of Kansas to 
utilize this latest behavioral manage-
ment tool.

Edovo is a tablet-based education 
solution that utilizes a unique learn-
to-earn method that drives over 80% 
weekly user engagement. The platform 
has seven layers of security that 
restricts inmates to only Edovo related 
content, prohibiting all access to the 
external Internet. Edovo's administra-
tive portal gives facility staff full access 

to inmate activity and tablet 
usage. 

This new technology 
keeps inmates engaged 
with thousands of hours 
of academic, vocational, 
therapeutic and religious 
content. Inmates can learn 
at their own pace while 
earning free entertainment 
content approved for cor-
rectional use. The Edovo 
tablets also offer i-Pathways 
core GED preparation 
program, which boasts pass 

rates as high as 96%. The jail can 
improve operations and save taxpayer 
dollars by uploading our inmate 
handbook, PREA guidelines, provid-
ing law library, and other news and 
processes onto the tablets.

Sheriff Don Ash, believes this 
tool, along with synergy from other 
judicial systems, may assist with 
recidivism.

Inmate programming like this 
is not just important to the overall 
management of the jail, nor is it just 
a “benefit” for the inmates. These 



See BEHAVIOR, page 20

Renaming 
Celebration  

Sat., Sept 30, 
2 - 5 p.m.  

1210 N. 10th St., 
KCK (old JFK Center)

Friends and indi-
viduals impacted 
by Beatrice Lee’a 
service to the com-
munity should come 
out and help honor a 
community shero.  
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Kansas City Calendar
.

sept 5 Community Air Training  KCK 
Chapter NAACP, 21 N. 12th St., Ste 320 at 7 
p.m.  Free class on “Protect yourself, your 
family, and community from the health 
risks of air pollution”. Learn about the 
health risks of diesel exhaust, other air 
pollution and how you can make you, your 
family and your community safer. Light 
snacks will be provided.

8 Sonic Sound Sculpture light instal-
lation will employ projection, choreogra-
phy and musical composition to honor the 
first decade of the iconic Bloch Building  
at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 
Oak St., KCMO.  An evening is planned 
to delight the audience on the north side 
of the Nelson-Atkins, featuring pop-up 
performances with music and dance. At 
dusk, a magical light installation with a 
projection mapping experience will light 
up the spectacular Bloch Building. Food 
trucks will also be on hand, and coffee and 
wine will be available for purchase. 8:30 
– 10 p.m. 

9 Strolling For Sickle Cell 5K Fun 
Walk  at the Kansas City, Kansas Com-
munity College, Mary F. Flunder Lodge by 
the Lake, 7250 State Avenue, from 9 a.m. 
to Noon. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
This event is sponsored by the Uriel E. 
Owens Sickle Cell Disease Association of 
the Midwest.  Registration is $25 for adults 
and $10 for children 10 and younger.  For 
an information package, email owens@
sicklecellkck.org or call (913) 735-2622.  

9 Library in the Park will be held from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Big Eleven Lake, 1098 
State Ave. If you love food, music, and fun 
join Kansas City, Kansas Public Library for 
the 3rd annual Library in the Park 

Library in the Park is all about music 
and movies.  The taco contest is also re-
turning with 5 delicious taquerias around 
KCK. And, special guest Katheryn Russell-
Brown, author of Little Melba and Her Big 
Trombone, will be doing a book signing. 
For more information and to sign up for 
updates, visit libraryinthepark.org.  

12 Business Startup Basics: Preparing 
for Entrepreneurship  In this community 
class presented by the grassroots commu-
nity organization Econ Avenue in Northeast 
Kansas City, Kansas you will learn the fol-
lowing:  How to determine if you are ready 

to start a business, developing an entrepre-
neurial mindset, and choosing the business 
that is best for you.  This introductory level 
class  will be held from 6:30 - 8 p.m. at 
the Downtown Kansas City, Kansas Library, 
Upper Floor, 625 Minnesota Ave.  

16 NAACP Pre-Centennial Freedom 
Fund Banquet sponsored by the Kansas 
City Kansas Branch.  The speaker will 
be Bob Kendrick, president of the Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum.  Doors open 
at 5 p.m. banquet begins at 6 p.m. at the 
Reardon Center, 520 Minnesota Ave., KCK.  
Tickets are $65 per person.  

21 HNMA Annual Meeting: 5 Year 
Anniversary at the Beatrice L. Lee Com-
munity Center, 1310 N. 10th from 2-4 p.m. 
Hear updates from organizations working 
in the HNMA service area.  RSVP to Mrs. 
Lynette Booker at 913 342-6249.

23 Sickle Cell Awareness Community 
Forum offers a great way to learn more 
about the disease.  It will be held from 
2-4 p.m. at the Lucille Blufford Library, 
3050 Prospect Kansas City, MO. Dr. Gerald 
Woods, Children’s Mercy Hospital, will be 
the keynote presenter.  There will also be a 
panel of persons who have been impacted 
by Sickle Cell Disease. A question and 
answer period will follow the discussion.

26 The Best of KCK/WyCo Business 
Expo The Boulevard Members Club at 
Children’s Mercy Park will be filled with 
regional businesses of all categories and 
sizes. Businesses will have an opportunity 
to display their personality and regional 
flavor for hundreds of attendees This event 
is from 4:30-7:30 p.m. Booths are free for 
KCK members, but space is limited.  Non-
Member booths are $150.  Individual early 
bird tickets (deadline Sept. 1) are $10 
for members, and $15 for non-members.  
After Sept. 1, member tickets are $15 and 
non-members tickets are $25. 

28 Felon Friendly Job Fair, 12 - 3 p.m. 
Kansas City Police East Patrol, 2640 Pros-
pect Ave, Kansas City, Missouri.   Hosted by 
State Rep. Brandon Ellington.

30 Beatrice L. Lee Community Center 
Renaming Ceremony Renaming of the 
John F. Kennedy Community Center, 1310 
N. 10th from 3-5 p.m. see story pg. 19.





Black Firefighters Hold the 20th 
Annual Day With P.R.I.D.E. Parade

programs provide a strategic ser-
vice to the community. This tool 
keeps inmates busy and focused 
on a pro-social activity. It reaf-
firms social expectations, allows 
for goal setting, and highlights 
individual growth potential. The 
programming content encourages 
inmates to learn useful skills, con-
tinue their education, address a 
substance abuse problem, receive 
spiritual guidance, improve their 
mental health, learn job readi-
ness, work on stress and anger 
management skills, improve their 
parenting skills, and ultimately 
learn ways to change their crimi-

nal and anti-social behaviors. 
By providing inmates with this 
self-improvement programming 
tool, the jail is assisting in their 
reintegration back to the commu-
nity. And the community benefits 
by having inmates leave the jail 
better prepared to live and work 
as productive members of society.

The Edovo tablet was 
introduced to the inmates of 
the Wyandotte County jail in an 
effort to reduce idleness and 
inmate irritability within the 
Detention Center and promote 
education amongst the inmates. 
This new resource assists in ef-
fectively managing/improving jail 
operations, managing/reducing 
liability issues, and assists deten-
tion center staff in maintaining 

a constructive and pro-social 
atmosphere within the individual 
pods. The jail plays an integral 
role within the criminal justice 
system and must respond to 
many different needs. 

“The tablets are a game 
changer. They are the best 
inmate behavioral management 
tool technology can provide, 
and it’s fully funded by inmate 
telephone dollars,” says Warden 
Jeff Fewell. These tablets have 
been tailored to fit the needs of 
this facility and they allow for 
growth and development of new 
programming specific to Wyan-
dotte County that can enhance 
and contribute to the continuum 
of existing services available in 
our community.

BEHAVIOR

from page 19



I
t was the parade of the year, 
on Aug. 12 for the 20th an-
nual "A Day With P.R.I.D.E. 

Black Firefighters." Sponsored 
by the Kansas City Kansas 
Chapter of the International As-
sociation of Black Professional 
Firefighters, the day kicked off 

with a parade down Quindaro.  
This year, the Grand Marshall 

was Rev.  Dr. Robert L. Bayn-
ham, pastor of the Metropolitan 
Baptist Church, KCK.  The pa-
rade included several marching 
bands from the KC area

Before the parade began the 

firefighters held "The Garvin 
Memorial Balloon Release"  in 
memory of firefighter Robert 
Garvin who was killed in 2002.    

Following  the parade, 
P.R.I.D.E. served free hot dogs, 
chips, and soft drinks and gave 
away school supplies.

Photos by Dignified Digital

1 2

3 4
PHOtOs: 1. the Washington High school 
Band  was among the participating 
marching bands.  2.  Brenda Jones was 
among those to enjoy the day.  3.  Mayor 
Mark Holland and one of the event 
organizers, Paul Jones, address the 
crowd.  4.  the Gateway Highsteppers 
performed during the parade.  5. 
schlagle’s Band drums for the onlookers. 

5



Castaneda, Dianne F.,  65, 
died 8/24/17.  Service is pend-
ing.

Forsythe, Donna Jean, 61, 
died 8/17/17.  She was the 
Oaks Apartment Manager.  
Service will be held 9/2/17, 
1:00PM at Oaks Apartments.  
She is survived by: sons; Steven 
Forsythe, Brian Forsythe, 
brother; James Forrest, sisters; 
Penny Trimble , Winnona 
Montgomery, Becky Hodges 
and former spouse; Steven 
Forsythe.

Karg,  Patricia “Patti”, 
63, died 8/23/17.  She was a 
Registered Nurse.  Service was 
held 8/29/17 at Kechi United 
Methodist Church.  She is sur-
vived by: spouse; Rollin Karg, 
son; Ky Chain, brothers; Leroi 
Garnett, Dean Garnett and Rick 
Garnett.

Kendall, Reginald “Reggie” 
Lamont, 54, died 8/28/17.  He 
was a former Postal Employee 
& America West Ramp Agent.  
Service is pending.  He is 
survived by: daughters; Mia 
Kendall, Tiara Collins, son; 
Reginald Kendall II, sister; 
Sheree Kendall - Jones, brother; 
Terrance Kendall and father; 
Howard Kendall.

Mann, Bertha “Alicia”, 60, 
died 8/24/17.   Service was 
held 8/30/17 at Jackson Mortu-
ary Chapel.  She is survived by: 
spouse; Stephan Mann, sons; 
Steven Ramirez, Alex Criqui,  
brothers; Uriel Ramirez, 
Romiro Ramirez, sisters; Gloria 
Ramirez and Lucy Villa.

Payne, Lea, E., 89, died 
8/25/17.  She was a New 
England Life Insurance Ad-

ministrative Assistant.  Service 
will be held 9/2/17, 12:00 PM 
at Jackson Mortuary.  She is 
survived by: daughter; Alisia 
Payne, sons; Cornell Payne and 
Conrad Payne.

Rolfe, Leodis, 88, died 08/29.  
Service is pending.

Roy,  Gizelle, Delane, 59, 
died 8/28/17.  Service will be 
held 9/9 at New Hope Mission-
ary Baptist Church at 5 p.m.  
She is survived by: Victor Scott, 
Booker T. Roy, Jerry L. Criher, 
Jr., Lee Criner, April B. Criner 
Shaw, Anthony W. Criner, Nadia 
D. Scott, Victoria R. Scott, Axel 
Rocky Roy and Finn Apollo Roy

Walker, Leonard, 64, died 
8/19/17.  Service was held 
8/26/17 at Bethany Baptist 
Church.  He is survived by: 
spouse; Shirley Walker, son; 
Otis Johnson, daughter; Carolyn 
Johnson, brother; Benard 
Walker, sisters; Beatrice Rich-
ard and Angeline Young.

Ward, Eula Faye, 85, died 
8/20/17.  She was a retired 
Wichita State University em-
ployee.  Service will be held 
9/1/17, 5:00PM at Calvary 
Baptist Church.  She is survived 
by: first cousin; Lon Peters Jr., 
Niece; Sylvia Allen, nephews; 
Robin Adkins and Michael 
Adkins.

Wedgeworth, Charlesetta, 
75, died 8/19/17.  She was a 
Field Inspector.  Service was 
held 8/26/17 at Greater New 
Testament Baptist Church.  She 
is survived by: spouse; Waymon 
Wedgeworth , sons; Lavan 
Jackson, Jr., Mark Jackson, 
mother; Mary Elizabeth Bell, 
sisters; Beverly Jackson and 
Marleen Elliott.

Wilkins-Scott, Debra, 58, 
died 8/17/17.  Service will be 

held 9/2/17, 11:00AM at New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church. He 
is survived by: spouse; Marzette 
Scott, daughter; Angela R. 
Wilkins, stepson; Kendale Scott, 
brothers; Steve Mercer, Frank 
Wilkins, Kenneth Wilkins, 
Roy Wilkins and sister; Janet 
Mercer.

Garcia, Lawrence D., 81, 
died 8/29/17.  Service is pend-
ing.

Stewart, John L., 61, died 
8/26/17.  Service will be held 
9/1/17, 11:00AM at Shilo 
Baptist Church.

Leoni, Michael Allen, 57, 
died 8/14/17.  Service is pend-
ing.
McClelland III, Mark, 46, 
died 8/25/17.   Service is 
pending.

Richardson, Floyd, 88, died 
8/21/17.  Service is pending.

Gray, Garcelle Bernae, 31, 
died 8/17/17.  Service was held 
8/26/17 at Forest Grove Baptist 
Church.

Pennington, Lonnell, Jr., 70, 
died 8/22/17.  Service was held 
8/26/17 at First Baptist Church.

Smith, Mae H., 89, died 
8/24/17.  Service will be held 
9/2/17, 11:00AM at Rising Star 
Baptist Church.

White, Barbara Annette, 
57, died 8/21/17. Service was 
held 8/29/17 at Salem Baptist 
Church.

White, Marilyn 84, died 
8/13/17.  Service was held 
8/19/17 at First Baptist Church

Horton, Kristi Denise. 47, 
died 8/13/17.  Service was held 
8/19/17 at Olivet Institutional 
Baptist Church.

Johnson-Phoenix, Ora Jean 
48, died 8/23/17.  Service will 
be held 9/1/17, 10:00AM at 
Forest Grove Baptist Church.

Winston, Nathaniel, 84, died 
8/11/17.  Service was held 
8/19/17 at New Hope Mission-
ary Baptist Church.

Maxwell, Johnny Ray, 62, 
died 08/26/17.  Wright, Service 
will be 09/02 at Peaceful Rest 
Funeral Chapel. 

James  Clifton “Cliff”, 73, 
died 8/18/17.  Service was held 
8/29/17 at St. Luke Missionary 
Baptist Church.
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Mortuary

Wichita

R. J. Bethea

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Thatcher Funeral

Kansas City

Mrs. J. W. Jones

Kansas City

Call us at 
(316) 681-1155 

For  all your Special Memorials   

Peaceful Rest

 Topeka

Cliff Cross & Associates
Call 721 - 4200

$1,000 - $30,000
Top Final Expense (Burial) Insurance Policy

• Full Coverage Day One    
• Passes Tax Free to Heirs

CHILD’S POLICY

$10,000 - $50,000  
Coverage for just

 $  $

• Ages 0-85

FOR YOUR FAMILY 

14/year -  50/year  • Ages 0-25

NEW AD 
CHISHOLM 

TRAIL 

Lawrence “Larry” Garcia, died on Aug, 29 at 
the age 81.

Garcia served as chief from 1989 to 2007 
and at the time of his retirement was consid-
ered Wichita’s longest-lasting city employee 
having been employed by Wichita for more 
than half a century.

he was raised in Stafford County and was 
a 1953 graduate of St. John high School .

After high school, he served three years in the u.S. marines.
Garcia moved to Wichita in 1957, he was actually on his way to apply and 

test for a post office position when he saw smoke coming from a house on his 
way. he stopped to help and saw an elderly woman inside a house behind a 
jammed screen door.  

“Garcia put his foot through that door and got the woman out,” , according 
to a Wichita Eagle story in 2007. “The fire chief at the time came over to him 
and asked if he wanted a shot at a firefighting job.” 

On June 1, 1957, Chief Garcia started as a firefighter. He then became 
a fire alarm dispatcher, chief fire operations training officer and a special 
assistant to the city manager and then fire chief.

Chief Garcia liked to tell friends he started at the bottom and worked his 
way up.

At the time of his retirement in 2007, he was presented the fire chief’s 
helmet, an ax signed by his peers and a key to the city. The ax is usually only 
given to fire union members; the keys had never before been given to a city 
employee and are typically reserved for foreign dignitaries and well-known 
Wichitans.

Wichita Mourns the Lost 
Of The City’s Longest 

Serving Fire Chief 

Chisholm Trail Church of Christ

Super Weekend & Gospel Meeting
Sept. 16-20

“Revive Us Again”

Sat., Sept. 16, 6 p.m.
Acappella Singing
      With Guest:  

North Peoria Church of Christ   
       –  Tulsa OK
United Male Chorus –  OKC
One Voice – KCMO
One Body – Wichita
Metropolitan Chorus – Wichita

 

 
Sept. 18-20
Nightly Meeting 7 p.m. 

 

Chisholm Trail 

Church of Christ

5833 e 37th N.
(Between Oliver & Woodlawn\

Wichita, KS

(316) 683-1313

Visit us online at www.chisholmtrailcofc.org

Barry L Gainey (wife) Kim 
Ministering Evangelist

Sun., Sept. 17
Bible Study - 9 a.m.

Worship Service - 10 a.m.
Lunch following Sunday Service 

ab

ab
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ur struggle is real and to fight 
racism, acquire Black power, 
and evolve into the people we 

should be we need to create measur-
able and tangible REAL change. We 
have to be able to count it.

Anything that you want to change 
you should be able to measure. For 
example, if you say you want to want 
to lose weight you should be able to 
step on a scale and see if it happened. 
If you say you want to make more 
money, you should be able to look at 
your checks and bank account and 
see if it happened. You can count 
what happened on day 1 and what 
happened on day 2 and see if the 
change you wanted to achieve hap-
pened.

In our struggle we say things like 
"we want to eliminate racism" but 
don't have any scale or accounting 
system to measure it. So how do you 
know if you are achieving it or not?

Change is something you can 
count.

Because of our general lack of 
measurement towards Black progress 
we end up leaning heavily on symbol-
ism. You know what I am talking 
about, we wore hoodies for Trayvon, 
we got Donald Sterling to sell the LA 
Clippers for a billion dollars, and now 
we are tearing down statues.

None of these things I have one lick 
of problem with. But don't get it con-
fused, THAT IS NOT PROGRESS.

Change is something you can 
count.

For example, in everyone of those 
things we did above, did it change 
our condition one bit? If you believe it 
did, how did you "count it.

When we wore a hoody for Tray-
von, did you see a drop in police on 
Black brutality?

When Donald Sterling got fired, 
did the Black unemployment rate in 
California suddenly decline?

When we tore down confederate 
statue in city x, y or z, did you see a 
massive growth in Black businesses 
in that city?

What are we counting as Black 
people? What are we measuring? 
What is a real "victory" for us that 
leads to collective Black progress?

Change is something you can 
count.

I offer what I think is a way we can 
get back on track in America, and 
continue the extraordinary growth we 
showed immediately after slavery. I 
propose these things:

1) Every Black community in 
America should have an economic 
agenda in place. This agenda should 
create goals and measure progress in 
these things:

•HowmanyBlackpeoplecan
Black 
businesses 
employ at a 
living wage.

•How
fast are 
Black 
businesses 
starting and 
growing.

•How
many 
Black dollars are Black businesses 
capturing.

•Whatpercentageofhomesand
commercial real estate do Black 
communities own and control in their 
community.

2) Every Black community should 
have a political agenda in place. This 
agenda should create goals and mea-
sure progress in these things:

•HowmanyproBlackeconom-
ics candidates are elected at various 
levels of the government.

•HowmanyproBlackcommunity
policies that create local control, 
ownership and wealth are on the leg-
islative docket each legislative session 
and how many get passed.

•HowmanyproBlackinfra-
structure development projects that 
improve the streets, buildings, parks 
and amenities in Black communities 
are on the legislative docket each 

Change is Something 
You Can Count 
The Measurable Black Agenda We Need to Create 
Now in Our Communities.

dell Gines

Opinion

See COUNT, page 23
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Asst. Editor 
The Community Voice is seeking a talented journal-
ist to work part -time as an assistant editor.  Flexible 
hours, with tougher schedule during production 
week.  Indesign skills a plus.  Send resume to gooch@
tcvpub.com.   

When you’re ready to make the move to buy a house or to refinance,  

Commerce Bank is here to help. An FHA (Federal Housing Administration) loan can be 

especially helpful for first-time home buyers and those with a smaller down payment.

Just call, click or come by Commerce Bank.

commercebank.com/mortgage
316.261.5563

is within reach!
The home you want

Notice of Public Hearing

City of Wichita Housing Authority
2017 Capital Fund Program Annual 

Statement and Five-Year Action Plan

The City of Wichita Housing Authority Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on October 3, 2017, during the regularly 
scheduled City Council Meeting, which begins at 9:00 
AM in the City Council Chambers on the 1st Floor 
of City Hall located at 455 N. Main, Wichita KS.  The 
Hearing is being held to receive comments and approve 
the submission of the City of Wichita Housing Authority 
2017 Capital Fund Program Annual Statement and Five-
Year Action Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.  The proposed 2017 Capital 
Fund Program spending plans and required forms are 
available for public review at Housing & Community 
Services, 332 N. Riverview, Wichita KS, Monday - Friday 
between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM or online 
at https://www.wichita.gov/Housing/Pages/default.aspx 
beginning 
August 18, 2017.  Written comments will be accepted 
at Housing and Community Services, 332 N. Riverview, 
Wichita KS, 67203 until 5:00 PM on October 2, 2017.  
Anyone who requires ADA accommodations for the 
public hearing may make a request at least 24 hours in 
advance of the meeting by calling 462-3721 or the Kan-
sas Relay Center at 711 for the hearing and/or speech 
impaired.

Notice of Public Hearing
Published in The Community Voice 

The City of Wichita Housing Authority Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on October 3, 2017, during the regularly 
scheduled City Council Meeting, which begins at 9:00 
AM in the City Council Chambers on the 1st Floor 
of City Hall located at 455 N. Main, Wichita KS.  The 
Hearing is being held to receive comments and approve 
the submission of the City of Wichita Housing Authority 
2018 Annual Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.  The proposed 2018 Annual 
Plan, Plan Elements and required forms are available for 
public review at Housing & Community Services, 332 
N. Riverview, Wichita KS, Monday - Friday between 
the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM or online at https://
www.wichita.gov/Housing/Pages/default.aspx beginning 
August 18, 2017.  Written comments will be accepted 
at Housing & Community Services, 332 N. Riverview, 
Wichita KS, 67203 until 5:00 PM October 2, 2017.  
Anyone who requires ADA accommodations may make 
a request at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting by 
calling 462-3721 or the Kansas Relay Center at 711 for 
the hearing impaired.

Notification
The petitioner has filed 
in the 18th Judicial 
District a petition to 
change name from 
NOSAKHERE MAKALA-
NI to RAS MAKALANI 
LUMUMBA.  The peti-
tion will be heard on the 
6th of September 2017 
in the Sedgwick County 
Court house pursuant to 
K.S.A. 60-307.  

www.mhrsi.org

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

NEW HOMES FOR SALE WITH 

INCREASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY                             

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









T
he Sheriff’s Office has been notified of 
a scam involving someone identifying 
himself as an employee of the Sheriff’s 

Office. Victims received phone calls demanding 
immediate payment for unpaid fines or unsatis-
fied warrants usually related to the false allega-
tion of missing jury duty.

 Scammers prey on people with these official 
sounding phone calls and make threats of 
incarceration to make good people feel desper-
ate and concerned.  

Please don't fall into the trap.  Do not give 
your personal information out to someone who 
calls you.  The Sheriff’s Office does not collect 
fines by phone. 

 If you have been a victim of this scam call 
the local law enforcement agency in your 
jurisdiction.

Latest Scam:  It is Not 
The Sheriff’s Office Calling



Regina Turns 60 
Sept. 5

family and friends are 
encouraged to shower 
Regina with cards and 

greetings.send to: 
Regina Roundtree

P.O. Box 21266
wichita, Ks 67208-7266

(316) 683-6473
683-6473

www.Communityvoiceks.com

legislative session and how many are passed.
3) Every Black community should have a 

social agenda in place. This agenda should 
create goals and measure progress in these 
things:

•Howmanyschoolsthatserveahigh
percentage of Black children have a rigorous 
entrepreneurship curriculum and how many 
Black children are enrolled in it.

•Howmuchcrimeisoccurringinour
Black community, and how many activities are 
we conducting to self-police.

•Howmanycommunitiesoffaithandcom-
munity organizations are actively participating 
in Black economic control and committed to 
pursuing a Black economic agenda.

•HowmanyBlackmenandwomenare
getting and staying married and how many 
programs are in place to actually help sup-
port the challenge of marital relationships.

Change is something you can count.
Now there are always other things a 

community can measure Black progress 
but the above are a good start. If we want 
to really take control of our communities, 
and build upon the work our forefathers 
and mothers started, we have to create 
real, tangible, measurable solutions. We 
have to be able to count it.

COUNT

from page22

Lifeguard (Indoor)  116-179
The City of Overland Park seeks Lifeguards for the Matt 
Ross Community Center. To apply, go to 
www.opkansas.org. EO/M/F/D/V
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CENTURY II
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER CONCERT HALL

225 W DOUGLAS, WICHITA, KS 67202

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
CENTURY II CONCERT HALL BOX OFFICE

ONLINE @ WWW.WICHITATIX.COM
CHARGE BY PHONE: 316-303-8100

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION GO TO
WWW. MOMMAS BOY THE PLAY .COM 

SEPT. 15, 2017
JOHNNY GILL • ROBIN GIVENS • NEWPHEW TOMMY • JACKEE’ 

ANTHONY BROWN • SHIRLEY MURDOCK • GARY LIL G JENKINS • DAWN ROBINSON


