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Wichita Heights High

Martese Ories Mullins 
Jacqueline Mullins

 Wichita Northwest High

Chima E. Okoro, Jr.
Tessra Youngblood and Chima 

Okoro, Sr. 
Wichita Northwest High

Marco Deon Parker
Jamilah Smith and Curtis Parker

Wichita South High 

Bradley Neil Richards, Jr.
Christa Richards and Bradley 

Richards, Sr.
Wichita South High

Brendon James McClish
Lorena L. and Kelvin S. McClish, Sr.

Kapaun Mt. Carmel High

Marha Joseph Jean
Marceline Perrier and  Odelin 

Joseph
Wichita Southeast High

Danson Kariuki
Mary Kariuki

Wichita Heights High

Myles Elliott Garner
Lichelle Alford and Robert Garner

Wichita Northwest High 

Mikal Javon Burnett
Howard and Kashia Burnett

Wichita Heights High

Isaac Smallwood, Jr.
Heather Martinez

Wichita Heights High 

Juston Mikale Flowers 
Melissa and Jamey Flowers

Wichita Collegiate

Jarrett Alan Counts
Gary Counts and Trisha Smart-

Counts
Wichita Trinity Academy

Beautillion2017
T

he  Wichita Chapter of Links, Incorporated will host 
Beautillion XLII on March 25, an annual scholarship 
program and event for African American male high school 

seniors at Century II Concert Hall. 
“Quest for the Gold Standard” is the theme of this year’s 

Beautillion program. In its 42nd year, Beautillion will spotlight 
Wichita's finest African American senior male scholars. 
Beautillion is the culminating event of the African American Male 
Empowerment Institute (AAMEI), a signature program of The 
Links, incorporated.

AAMEI program strategies have historically focused on 
improving the lives and outcomes of African American males and 
cultivating scholar-leaders, beginning with students in Kindergarten 
through eleventh grade - named Youth and Rising scholars - and 
culminating in the Beautillion scholars event. 

Beautillion provides its participants with cultural enrichment 
activities, post-secondary educational exposure and support, 
community service opportunities, mentorship, and the opportunity 
to raise scholarship funds. Beautillion XLII will present twelve 
(12) young men to the community; each will receive college 
scholarships for their participation.

Participants will compete for the title of “Mr. Beau” through 
fundraising activities and additional awards are given for scholastic 
achievement, community involvement and overall participation.

Beautillion XLII will take place at Century II Concert Hall on 
Saturday, March 25, 2017 at 6 p.m. Adult tickets are $18 and can 
be purchased from participants, members of the Wichita Chapter 
of Links, Incorporated, online at https://www.wichitatix.com/ and 
at the door. Children tickets (10 and under) are $10 at the door. 
Advance tickets can be purchased from Beautillion participants 
or members the Wichita Chapter of Links. For more information 
contact Angela Scott at 316-304-8434 or angsco@gmail.com or 
Angela McLaurin at 316-806-3762 or angelatosha@aol.com. 
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Taking it to the  
NEXT LEVEL  
Financial Freedom Expo  

Sat., April 29
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Urban Prep Academy
(Old Mueller Elementary) 

2821 E. 24th St. , Wichita, KS
•Keynote Presenter    
 DeForest Soaries 

 Pastor and Author 

“Breaking Free from 
 Financial Slavery”

• Free credit reports • Prizes   
• Choose from 12 workshop sessions

  

Prizes

Partial List of Workshops  LEARN in our 45 min. ses-

sions • Spring Clean Your Credit • Avoiding Financial Traps • Yes, You 
Can Get Out of Debt •  What to do With Mama’s House and Other 
Inheritance Issues  •  How to Flip & Rent Houses Like a Pro • From Zero to 
800: Building a Credit Score for Young People • What You Need to Know 
About Social Security • Late Life Financial Planning • and More.  

• Free Event • Open to the public

• Vendors  •  Kids Zone • Free lunch
• Info for all ages -- 0 to 100+

•Expo Partners

Never Miss a 
Community Voice  

I
f you’re enjoying The Community Voice, 
make sure you never miss an issue.  
Sign up for our email list.  Every-other-

week when a new issue is released, we’ll 
send an electric version straight to your in 
box.  (Yes, we’re just a bi-weekly publica-
tion) 

Coming soon, our off-week updates.  A 
lot happens between our issues, and a 

lot of it never makes it onto the pages of 
The Community Voice.  On the weekend 
we don’t have a paper, we’ll send you a 
headline newsletter, with links to all the hot 
stories you may have missed.  All you’ll 
have to do is click if you want to read more.  

You can sign up for our e-mail list on our 
website www.communityvoiceks.com, click 
on submissions.  

ATTN: Health Professionals  

A Special  
Health 
Supplement

FEELING FINE 
2017

MARCH 23

A
re you a health professional or 
work in the health industry, then 
you should plan to be a part of 

our special March 23 health supplement.  
In this year’s edition of Feeling Fine, 

we’ll take on 26 health issues A to Z.  
We’ll start with “A” for Asthma, end with 
“Z” for Zica Virus, and visit 24 topics 

along the way.  
Learn how you can help us select 

health topics for this special section 
or how you can get extra copies for 
distribution to your customers  Contact 
Cornell  @ hill@tcvpub.com or call 
(316) 681-1155. Also, see our ad, page 
20 this issue.   

Be a Part Of Our TEAM!
E

ven though it’s time for 
March Madness, we still 
can show our love for the 

Royals and the Chiefs.  Hey, we’re 
all about getting it done as a team, 
and we’re looking to ad a few key 
players to our team.  

Delivery Drivers:  We are in 
need of individuals with a depend
able vehicle to deliver papers in the 
Kansas City market.  It’s a small job, just 
a few hours every other week, but the 
extra money can buy a new outit, pay 
for a hair do, get you some extra grocer-
ies, a few meals out, or help you catch 
up on your bills.  

This a great job for a healthy retiree 

or some fun money for a college student 
or stay at home mom.  Delivery is 
mostly on Fridays and weekends.  Only 
a few hours required.  Contact Elaine 

@ guillory@tcvpub.com or call (316) 

681-1155.  
Marketing Sales:  Another 

opportunity to make some extra spend-
ing money.  This is a commissioned 
sales position selling 
advertisement in our quality publication.  
These are part-time positions, but an 
aggressive person can make what oth-
ers consider a full-time living.  Contact 
Bonita at orders@tcvpub.com or call 
(316) 68-1155.  

Freelance Photogra-
phers:  Do you own a quality 35 mil 
digital camera and an eye for photogra-
phy.  We need people who can capture 
news in all of our distribution locations.  
There are no regular hours for this job, 
we’ll call you as needed, or you can 
pitch photos to us.  We particularly need 
photographers who can cover daytime 
news events and press conferences 
and weekend social occasions. Contact 
Bonita at orders@tcvpub.com or call 
(316) 681-1155. 





Are You Looking For US?
There’s a list of our distribution locations for every city 

online a www.communityvoiceks.com 

1st Place

2016
Winner

Gwendolyn Stanford 
& Her Daughter 
Vanessa Talbert

DO THEY SAY,

“YOU LOOK LIKE YOUR MOM?”

Mother 
Daughter 
LOOK-A-LIKE

CONTEST  

8th Annual 

THEN PLAN TO ENTER OUR 

ENTRY OPENS 
MARCH 23, 2017  

Deadline to enter  April 27, 2017 

Enter online @ 
www.communityvoiceks.com



C
oleman Young II has officially launched 
his run for Detroit mayor, saying the city 
needs a leader who focuses on helping 

residents who are struggling with unemploy-
ment and other hardships.

Young, a state senator, recalled his father’s 
focus on jobs as mayor from 1974-94. As 
Detroit’s first Black mayor, Coleman Young 
created a legacy as one of the city’s most influ-
ential — and controversial — leaders.

“I want to put people back to work just like 
my father, the honorable Coleman Alexander 
Young did,” Young said. “He is turning over in 
his grave right now!”

Young is the most high-profile candidate 
to challenge Mayor Mike Duggan, who an-
nounced Feb. 4 that he would seek a second 
four-year term. 

"We need change, and that is why I am run-
ning for mayor," Young, 34, said. "I want to 
put the citizens of Detroit back to work, and 
when I say that I mean the neighborhoods,” 
Young said. “Right now, 40% of the city of 
Detroit is living in poverty. That is not accept-
able. I know a lot of people are talking about 

turning the lights 
on, but what’s the 
purpose of turning 
the lights on out-
side your house 
if people can’t 
turn the lights on 
inside the house?”

"I think it's 
kind of funny he 
waits for four years and now starts talking 
about the neighborhoods," he said. "As far as 
I'm concerned, he's just somebody that's in 
the way and needs to go. It's time for change. 
It's time for reform."

The primary election for Detroit mayor and 
other elections is Aug. 8; the election is Nov. 
7.

This is Young’s second attempt to run for 
the mayor’s position following an unsuccess-
ful bid in 2009, but he has been in public ser-
vice for 10 years. He is currently in his second 
term in the Michigan Senate. Previously, he 
served in the Michigan House of Representa-
tives for two terms.

Jesse Jackson Jr. Says he Feels ‘Attacked From all Angles’

A
n emotionally raw Jesse Jackson 
Jr. recently stated that he feels 
"attacked from all angles" — by 

a wife in Washington, D.C., who wants 
his "whole disability check" in their 
bitter divorce case and by the Chicago 
media that think he "doesn't even 
deserve a disability check."

Speaking to the media in Chicago 
for the first time since he and his wife 
were released from federal prison for 
looting his campaign fund, Jackson 
said he deserved the $138,400 a year 
in federal workers' compensation and 
Social Security Disability Insurance 
payments he has been receiving since 
he quit Congress to deal with mental 
health issues.

"I earned it," he said. "I still meet 
with professional counselors on a 
regular basis."

The disability payments have be-
come a topic of controversy after they 
were detailed in a recent divorce court 
filing and reported in the Chicago 
Tribune.  An ethics expert called for 
them to be federally investigated, call-
ing the workers' comp payments to a 
convicted felon "troubling" and saying 
it wasn't clear how Jackson's work 
as a congressman led to his bipolar 

disorder.
But that wasn't all that got Jackson 

fired up. In a bizarre section of a 
10-minute speech he gave outside di-
vorce court, he also said last month he 
had tried to subpoena former police 
Supt. Garry McCarthy and two other 
men in his divorce case "because I 
don't want my children to ever walk 
through a grocery store line and see 
what I found — and look at what we 
know exists."

Jackson's claim that he wanted to 
keep what he knows about McCarthy, 
McCarthy's former business partner, 
Richard Simon, and former Chicago 
cop James Love, out of the "tabloids" 
was hard to square with his decision 
to subpoena the three men last month 
— prompting a media feeding frenzy 
about their possible involvement in his 
marriage.

That innuendo has been robustly 
and repeatedly denied by McCarthy 
and the other men, and criticized 
as "harassment" by Sandi Jackson's 
lawyers. Simon earlier this month 
filed an affidavit swearing that his only 
interactions with the Jacksons were a 
single meeting and a 60-second phone 
call in which Jesse Jackson asked him 

if he knew his wife.
Jackson, though, asked the 

media and the Chicago public to 
go easy on him through what he 
said he hopes is his "final public" 
ordeal.

Wearing a Batman belt with his 
somber business suit, he apolo-
gized to his former constituents 
for having "erred profoundly" 
when he used his campaign 
funds to illegally buy luxuries 
including a fedora hat that once 
belonged to pop legend Michael 
Jackson. He described the strains 
his incarceration has placed on 
his marriage and his family as 
"very difficult."

"Maybe if my name were not 
Jesse Jackson Jr. and maybe if I wasn't 
your former representative in the 
Congress of the United States, maybe 
I could walk in and out of this build-
ing like other families who have this 
struggle and don't have to read about 
it in the morning."

But he added, "I don't get to run 
from it or hide from it because of who 
I am."

The couple's fight over jurisdiction 
and money isn't getting any friendlier. 

After Jesse Jackson initially filed for 
divorce in Chicago late last year while 
Sandi Jackson was still in prison, she 
filed a counter suit in the nation's 
capital.

Jackson said he feels "fantastic" 
despite his divorce, his prison time, 
his battle with bipolar disorder and 
his divorce. He described meeting and 
learning from less fortunate prison 
inmates — including one who he said 
told him, "Jackson, get out of bed. I 
don't know what you're complaining 

about. My Daddy set me on fire" — as 
"the best thing that ever happened to 
me."

But he acknowledged, "There are 
up and down days."

"I'm near bankruptcy right now," he 
said. "I paid the government back and 
I also paid with my time, and my flesh 
and blood in an institution. And now 
I'm paying with my marriage because 
it did not survive this process, and 
sometimes it feels like it just doesn't 
end."
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Jealous Considers Run For Maryland Governor

F
ormer NAACP chief Benjamin Jealous is 
"actively weighing" a campaign to be Mary-
land's governor.

Jealous, a big supporter of Sen. Bernie Sanders 
(I-Vt.) and a leading voice among progressive 
Democrats, said several people began asking him 
about running shortly after Sanders’s presiden-
tial campaign. The calls, he said, became more 
frequent after his speech last summer at the 
Democratic National Convention.

“I’ve begun to weigh it seriously,” said Jealous, 
who also considered, but opted against, a run for 
U.S. Senate in 2015 after former senator Barbara 
A. Mikulski (D) announced her retirement.

Jealous said he is contemplating a gubernato-
rial run “in large part because of the times we’re 
living in.”

President Trump’s victory, he said, “calls on all 
of us to dig down deep and figure out how we can 
be of service.”

Despite efforts by Democrats to tie current 
Republican Gov. Larry Hogan to Trump, who 
is deeply unpopular in the state, the governor 
continues to enjoy strong support in Maryland. 
Despite the governors high approval rating, the 

right Democratic 
candidate has a good 
chance in Maryland 
where registered 
Democrats out 
number Republicans 
two to one.  

Baltimore County 
Executive Kevin 
Kamenetz, who is raising campaign cash even 
though term limits prevent him from seeking 
another four years in his current job; and U.S. 
Rep. John Delaney.  

 Jealous, 44, served as the president and chief 
executive of the NAACP, the country’s oldest civil 
rights organization, from 2008 to 2013. From its 
national headquarters in Baltimore, he campaigned 
to end the death penalty, mobilized younger voters 
and took on the tea party movement.

He left to spend more time with family and to 
raise money for African Americans running for 
political office. A former journalist and com-
munity organizer, Jealous is a partner at Kapor 
Capital, an Oakland, Calif.-based venture capital 
investment firm.

Young Running for Detroit Mayor

Coleman Young, II





Ben Jealous



Senate Leader Finally Criticizes Governor on Taxes

By Mainstream Kansas 
Guest Opinion 

Understanding the Gannon Ruling on School Funding

T
he Kansas Legislature's spring 
break is usually pretty quiet, but 
on Thursday of last week, the 

Kansas Supreme Court released their 
ruling on the final part of Gannon v. 
Kansas, the school funding lawsuit that 
was originally filed in 2010. The Court 
unanimously ruled that Kansas con-
tinues to Constitutionally underfund 
public education, and legislators must 
fix this by June 30 of this year.

That's the short explanation. Here is 
the long one.

Kansas has been in litigation on 
the funding of school education for 
a long time now. In 2005, school 
districts won Montoy v. Kansas, which 
resulted in hundreds of millions of 
additional dollars for public educa-
tion, maintained until the recession in 
2008. Funding was cut then, as were 
a number of state services, but educa-
tion funding levels were not restored 
once the economy began coming back. 
In 2010, school districts returned to 
court with Gannon v. Kansas, arguing 
that the state was once again under-
funding public education.

The Courts split the lawsuit in two, 
ruling on "equity" and "adequacy" 
separately.

Equity rulings
The equity concern was over 

whether every child in Kansas had 
the same opportunity to achieve. This 

case centered on the ability of some 
wealthy districts to raise more money 
in local taxes than poorer districts, 
and whether the state was compensat-
ing poor districts enough to ensure 
their students had a reasonable chance 
at success. The initial ruling found that 
funding was in fact not equitable, but 
appeals and a change by the state to 
block grant funding muddied the wa-
ters. Last year, the Court found that the 
state continued to fail the equity test, 
stating that the block grants resulted in 
"intolerable, and simply unfair, wealth-
based disparities," and threatened 
school closure if it was not remedied. 
Reluctantly, the Governor and his allies 
complied, putting more money into 
public education. 

Adequacy ruling
But that ruling was minor compared 

to the one returned earlier this month. 
On March 2, the Court ruled on the 
adequacy issue. Does Kansas put 
enough money into public education 
to ensure an adequate education? The 
answer was a unanimous, resound-
ing no. They reiterated that Kansas 
underfunds public education, noted 
that since the previous lawsuit, Mon-
toy, the state has reduced funding by 
$511 million, and stated conclusively 
that money does affect achievement, 
that teachers are the most important 
factor in student achievement, that 
early education is critical in achieve-
ment outcomes, and that a quarter of 

Kansas children 
are below 
standards in 
reading and 
math.

So how 

much money 

is needed?
This is an in-

teresting ques-
tion. The Court 
did not suggest 
an amount, 
instead using 
achievement 
standards 
to indicate that a quarter of Kansas 
school children are not able to read 
and write at the level they should. The 
Court left it up to the Legislature to 
determine how much money it would 
take to rectify this situation. Estimates 
range from $500 million to almost $1 
billion, depending on who you ask.

And who you ask is important. The 
ruling is being interpreted very dif-
ferently by all sides. In fact, everyone 
seems pleased with the ruling, a sure 
sign that politics is about to rear its 
head.

The Governor
If you ask Governor Brownback, 

he will tell you that he agrees with the 
Court that some schools are failing 
their students, and he thinks school 
vouchers are the solution. Vouchers 

allow parents to take public funds 
and give them to private or parochial 
schools to enroll a formerly public 
school student. These schools are 
not subject to the same accreditation 
standards of public schools, do not 
have to provide special education 
services, and can reject students if they 
do not measure up to their academic 
standards. Opponents of voucher say 
giving parents an opportunity to take 
their money and leave their district 
contributes to underfunding public 
school systems, resulting in poor 
outcomes for students left behind.  

His allies
If you ask the Governor's allies in 

the Legislature, some will parrot the 
Governor's voucher solution. Others 
have already begun to claim that the 
Court's ruling only requires that they 

fund those failing students, and that 
money could be shifted from other 
schools (resulting in panicky head-
bobbing in some wealthy districts). 
But this ignores some of the Court's 
most compelling arguments in their 
decision. At one point, they note that 
since 2010, when Gannon was filed, 
the state has reduced funding of public 
education by $511 million! They also 
cited earlier findings that money 
makes a difference in student achieve-
ment. And they cited witnesses' evi-
dence that cutting teaching positions 
and freezing pay impacts teaching 
quality, which is the most important 
factor for student achievement.

Education advocates
Finally, if you ask education 
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Will the Kansas Supreme Court’s ruling last week on school fund-
ing inally put this issue that dates back to 2005 to rest.   This article 
give the case history, explains what the ruling means, then explores 
possible solutions and how the Kansas Legislature might inally ad-
dress the state’s constitutionally underfunded public schools.   

C
ould this be a sign that the Gov-
ernor’s Veto of the tax increase 
bill may be about to fall apart?  

After wrangling just enough votes 
in the Senate to keep the legislature 
from overriding the governor’s veto of 
the bill, Susan Wagle, the Republican 
president of the Kansas Senate seems 

frustrated.  
Back in Topeka after the legisla-

ture’s one-week break, Wagle said 
Tuesday, Brownback is refusing to 
provide solutions to the state's budget 
problems.

Wagle made her comments ahead 
of a debate on a bill containing 

proposals from Brownback to raise 
tobacco and liquor taxes and annual 
business filing fees.

The Senate was expected to reject 
most or all of Brownback's proposals. 
Wagle said lawmakers want Brown-
back to outline new ideas.

The bill would only partially close 

projected shortfalls totaling more 
than $1 billion through June 
2019. Lawmakers last month 
passed a bill to boost income 
taxes but Brownback vetoed it.

Brownback's office did not 
immediately respond to Wagle's 
comments. Susan Wagle
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KANSAS VETERAN FOR CONGRESS

JAMES 

James Thompson is an Army veteran, civil 

rights attorney, and father in Wichita. 

He is running for Congress because he knows 

the opportunities a�orded to him helped 

change his life, and those opportunities need 

to be available to everybody. 

Learn more and get involved at: 

www.VoteJamesThompson.com
Paid for by James Thompson For Kansas

Vote Tuesday, April 11th.

Bernie Attracts Big Crowd to Democratic Gathering
Photos by The Community Voice

PHOTOS: 1. Sen. Bernie Sanders  greeted guests after his speech 
given to a packed audience in the Topeka High School gym.  
2.  Yes, Democrats get their news from The Community Voice.  
(L-R) John Nave, Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau, Keither Florence, 
Rep. K.C. Ohaebosim, and Pastor Janice Martin.
3.  Steven Wright presents the  Fannie Lou Hamer Outstanding 
Service Award to Sylvia Kelly.
4.  Tami Farr Smith and Rhonda Babb listen to Bernie.  
5.  Former  Secretary of  Health and Human Services Kathleen 
Sebelius and Kerry Gooch, Executive Director of the Kansas 
Democrats, listen and enjoy Bernie.  
6.  School board member John Williams and his wife Corliss 
enjoyed Bernie.  

advocates in the Legislature, in 
educational organizations, and in 
schools, they will all tell you that chronic 
underfunding has been the problem for 
years, and that a fully funded system 
is what is needed, not a hackneyed, 
piecemeal band-aid. They note that 
the original school funding formula, 
derided by extremists conservatives as 
"unworkable," was never fully funded, 
and as such, was never allowed to work. 
Critics complained that formulas are 
"too complicated," yet provide only 
simplistic one-size fits all block grants 
as alternatives. School funding is a 
complex problem, and children across 
the state encounter many different 
hurdles to achievement, among them 
long bus rides, unfamiliarity with 
English, poor nutrition or poverty, 
learning disabilities, little access to early 
education, etc. A funding solution must 
be able to address all of those issues, 
to ensure an equitable opportunity for 
all Kansas kids. A complex problem 
requires a complete, compassionate, 
fully funded solution.

What will happen next?

In the next weeks, the Kansas 
Legislature will argue about money. 
They will argue about where to get it, 
when they were already three votes 
shy of overriding Brownback's tax 
cuts have left, not only education, but 
infrastructure, health care, investments, 
our credit rating, and his own party 
in shambles. There will be votes 
to return taxes to modest levels, 
votes that Kansans have shown they 
support. There will be votes to take 
one-time funds and borrow money 
and perhaps delay repayments, all 
measures required by the depth of the 
Brownback Hole we find ourselves in. 
And there will be grandstanding by a 
select few who cry "all taxes are theft," 
while voting for sales taxes impacting 
the lowest income Kansans.

But as time grows short, we predict 
that the majority of lawmakers, urged 
on by their constituents, will come 
around the table and will work out 
a solution that meets the Court's 
criteria: that all Kansas students have 
the opportunity to succeed, no matter 
where they live, how they learn, or how 
much money they have.

MainStream is a coalition of 
informed citizens who believe that 
moderate voices need to be heard .

RACE, 
from page 7

1 2

3 4 5 6

D
espite a Trump White House, Kansas Democrats had 
a lot to celebrate at their annual gathering in Topeka, 
held Feb. 24-25.  During the 2016 elections, Kansas 

Dems made significant gains in the Kansas House, held their 
own in the Senate, and nabbed Bernie Sanders was their big 
weekend speaker.  The Bern drew a huge crowd.  





F
or the ninth time in 12 years, 
the university's Black Student 
Union, or BSU, was awarded the 

Clarence Wine Award for Outstanding 
Big 12 Council of the Year at the 40th 
annual Big 12 Conference on Black 
Student Government, Feb. 16-18, at 
the University of Texas, Austin.

"I could not be prouder of the 
hard work and dedication that our 
BSU continues to demonstrate year 
after year," said Brandon Clark, pro-
gram coordinator in the university's 
Office of Diversity.

To be considered for the award, 
the organization had to assemble a 
book and presentation about its suc-
cesses in serving students and cel-
ebrating diversity. Clark said K-State's 
Black Student Union continues to win 
the award for several reasons:
•Maintaining,promotingandgrow-
ing annual traditions, including the 
Welcome Back Barbecue in August 
for more than 20 years.
•Connectingfreshmenandnew
students with upperclassmen through 
the Black Student Union's mentor-
ship program.
•Consistentlyinvitingkeynotespeak-
ersforBlackHistoryMontheventsin
February.
•Presentingtheseaccomplishments

and more in a clear and enthusiastic 
way at each year's conference.

"While winning awards is nice, 
I'm just glad that this organization is 
committed to its mission of focusing 
on the development of the K-State 
community," Clark said. "Our BSU 
works to advance academic stability, 
political action and leadership of 
black students while promoting 
black culture across all aspects of 
life." 

In addition to the Clarence Wine 
Award, members of the university's 
Black Student Union received three 
awards at the conference:
•AlexisCushshon,freshmanin
architectural engineering, St. Louis, 
Missouri,andpresidentoftheBlack
student Union's Freshman Action 
Team,washonoredwiththeMickey
Leland Award for Outstanding Com-
munity Service.
•TheFreshmanActionTeam
receivedtheMostOutstandingFresh-
man Action Team of the Year Award.
•BryanDavis,juniorinmanagement
information systems, Topeka, and 
president of K-State's Black Student 
Union, was elected as the 2017-2018 
chair of the Big 12 Council on Black 
Student Government.
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K-State’s BSU Remains 
Best in the Big 12 

T
he Hutchinson NAACP in part-
nership with Hutchinson Com-
munity College Social hosted 

the Annual Scharlotte Minnis "Tell 
us about it” Black history Contest.  
Students in grades 1-6 presented on 
an African American who has made 
signiicant contribution to the USA.  
The students were allowed to select 
individuals from education, arts, poli-
tics, medicine, entertainment, and 
sports. The students prepared an 
oral presentation along with a poster 
representing the person they had 
selected. Each student was judged 
on their presentation and gift cards 
in denominations of $50.00, $35.00, 
and $25.00 were awarded to the 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place winners in each 
grade level.  The program was well 
attended by students, parents and 
other interested individuals from the 
Hutchinson community.   What a 
great day for our young folks.

The Hutchinson NAACP hosted 
their March 2nd monthly meeting in 
the Alumni Room on the HCC Cam-
pus. The guest speaker was Mimi 
Meredith, vice president of marketing 
for the Kansas Cosmosphere and 
Space Center. 

The P and P radio show on 
KWBW 1450 conducted a radio 

interview with Carl Brewer, who 
recently announced his run for 
Kansas governor.  The interview was 
broadcast on Sat., March 4 from 
5-5:30 pm on KWBW 1450 on the 
A.M .dial. 

The P&P radio show along 
with the NAACP and HCC Social 
Sciences will sponsor a health work-

shop focusing on Black men. The 
workshop will be held in the Blue 
Dragon room on the HCC Campus 
on April 8, at 10 a.m.   

The Macedonia Missionary 
Baptist Church will host their annual 
Men's Day program Sun., March 
12 at 3 p.m. The Reverend William 
Simon will be the featured speaker 
and the Macedonia Male Chorus will 
provide the music. 

On Sun., March 19, Second Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 1008 North 
Ford will host their annual Men's 
day program. The guest will be Rev. 
C. Richard Kirkendoll, Pastor of 
Bethany Baptist Church and congre-
gation from Wichita.  The afternoon 
program will begin at 3 p.m. 

Hence Parson and Darrell Pope 
host the P&P Radio Show, which airs 
weekly on KWBW 1450 AM. From 
4 -5:30 p.m.  If you can’t dial it in on 
your radio, you can listen via live 
stream at www/bwradio.biz

The two have agreed to submit 
monthly news reports from Hutchin-
son.  If you have a news item you 
would like featured in their report 
email Hence at parsonh@hutchcc.
edu. 

The Hutchinson Voice



The Junction City Voice 

Parson

Pope

R
ecent activity in the home of 
Buffalo Soldiers has resulted in 
a comeback of the Head Start 

Program under local control. For 48 
years the Head Start program was 
under the administration of Uniied 
School District 475.  In 2014, due 
to differences with the Heath and 
Humans Services Region Ofice, the 
District chose not to compete for the 
Head Start Grant.   After two years of 
the program being run by a private 
business, a new group, the Loving 
Arms Learning Center competed for 
and won a $1.4M grant to operate 
the program.  Loving Arms is an 
African-American owned business.  
This is a historic contract for African 
Americans in Junction City and it 
returns the Head Start program back 
to local control.  

New Church of the Living God is 
conduced a Kick Counting workshop 

March 8 for pregnant 
women who experi-
ence decreased fetal 
movement possibly 
placing them at risk. 
Supporters of the 
workshop were the 
United Methodist 
Health Ministry 
Funds, Kansas 
Health Foundation 
and Count the Kicks.

Jackie Joyner-
Kersee, named "the greatest woman 
athlete of the 20th century" by Sports 
Illustrated, will speak on greatness 
on and off the track at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, March 16, in the Grand 
Ballroom of the K-State Union in cel-
ebration of Women's History Month. 
Admission to this event is free.

Joyner-Kersee  will also be the 
featured speaker that same evening 

at the gender, 
women, and 
sexuality studies 
department's 
annual Women's 
History Month 
Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
at West Stadium. 
Tickets for the 
event are $40 for 
students, and $75 
for the public. For 
more information 

call Kim Garver 785-532-5738.

We’re pleased to have Larry Hicks 
as a monthly columnist reporting on 
news and activities around Junction 
City and Manhattan.  If you have 
stories from either city you would like 
to have included in his column, stop 
him on the streets or email him @ 
ldhicks21@gmail.com.


Hicks



Members of the K-State University Black Student Union and their advisors. First Row 
(L-R): Brandon Clark, Alexis Cushshon, Bryan Davis, Bryon Williams.  Second Row (L-
R): Dezha McKoy-Overton, Melissa Riley, Del’Sha Roberts.  Third Row (L-R): Taj Brim-
mer, Shaneka Cabe, Gloria Arpellet, Eliza Scott, Desmund Weathers.  Back Row (L-R): 
Austin McGaugh, Jeffrey Matthews, Jared Sterling, Lyndon Breckenridge. 



M
embers of Wichita’s Police Department were looking for a way 
to show their support for Black History Month and what they 
came up with was historic.  African-American employees of 

the police department, both commissioned and non-commissioned, 
gathered for a historic and memorable photo on the steps of the Kansas 
African American Museum.  

It was the first time anyone can remember a similar photo being 
taken and reflects the department’s pride in its diversity.  The call 
went out, and as many employees as could showed up for the photo.  
In all, 46 or the Department’s 48 African-American employees were 
captured in the photo, along with four of their commanding officers, 
which included Wichita Police Chief Gordon Ramsay.  

These are historic times for WPD, with African-American commis-
sioned officers making up 18% of the department’s commissioned force.  
While WPD has had more African Americans at the top, including a 
Black Police chief and two Deputy Chiefs at one time, most of the officers 
asked said they felt valued and supported by the current command team. 

WPD currently has two African-American Captains, both promoted 
under the current chief, two Lieutenants, three sergeants, four detec-

tives and 26 officers.  
Noticeably low were the number of African-American females on 

the commissioned team.  Capt. Wanda Givens, one of just two African-
American females in the Department, said that’s something she hopes 
to see changed soon. 

The Department is currently recruiting officers.  For more informa-
tion, go to www.wpdjobs.com 

C
hristopher Burrell, Wichita, was selected Kansas Boys and Girls 
Club Youth of the Year earlier this week, out of a group of eight 
candidates who came to Topeka to present their qualifications and 

prepared speeches for the judges as to why they should be selected as 
Youth of the Year.

“I’ve been a Boys & Girls Club member for seven years,” Burrell said. 
“They’ve helped me and my family through many struggles and have intro-
duced me to many new things and different walks of life. It feels like all my 
hard work is paying off, and I’m taking big steps towards a brighter future.”

 The Youth of the Year program promotes and celebrates young people’s 
service to their club, community and family; academic performance; moral 
character; and public speaking abilities.  

Each Boys and Girls Club selects a Youth of the Year and a Military 
Youth of the Year to represent the organization at a regional competition. 
Winners from the regions then compete in Washington D.C. for National 
Youth of the Year.

The Kansas Youth of the Year winner and Military 

Wichita Police Officers Gather for Historic Photo 
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● 5:30 p.m. on March 15, April 12, April 27, May 10  
● 10 a.m. on March 25, April 8 (English & Spanish)

Meetings held at 130 E. Murdock St.

ArE you tirEd 
of rEnting?

Take the first step to owning a home!

Come to a meeting to learn more: 

Please RSVP to 316/269-0755 
or katharine@wichitahabitat.org www.mhrsi.org

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

NEW HOMES FOR SALE WITH 

INCREASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY                             

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









Burrell Selected Youth of the Year

winner each receive a $5,000 scholarship supported by Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America’s national Youth of the Year sponsors.

Kansas Boys and Girls Club 2017 Youth of the Year Chris Burrell 
poses for a photo with his mother Valyn and his $5,000 scholarship 
check.   



HOME HEALTH CARE & 
IN-HOME CARE OPTIONS
“Providing a Full Range of 
Services to meet your Health 
Care needs . . .” 

Let “LovingTouch” contact 
your Insurance Provider for 
You. 

 Call (316) 269-3368 TODAY!!

Providing a full range of services including:

   

1631 E 17TH ST N  

Wichita, KS 67214

Phone: 316-269-3368

Fax:     316-269-2744  

CARE GIVERS     
•Light Housework      
•Companionship  
•Shopping & Errands   
•Local Transportation                  
•Meal Preparation                   
•Laundry                    
•Toileting	 	 																	
•Medication Reminders 

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

•RN’s & LPN’s FOR
•Medication/Special 
       Assessment 
•Physical Therapy & 
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty Nursing
•Medication Set-Up

•HHA’s for Assistance with
•Bathing                   •Medication Reminders
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T
his is the start of March Madness, 
a pivotal point in the NCAA college 
basketball season when final 

regular season games and conference 
tournaments seal the fate of teams vying 
for a coveted NCAA tournament bid.

March is also the beginning of Prob-
lem Gambling Awareness Month, an an-
nual event aimed at raising awareness of 
the risks associated with gambling activi-
ties. The American Gaming Association 
estimates that $9 billion was wagered 
on last year’s NCAA tournament, and as 
gambling opportunities increase with 
the advent of daily fantasy sports, smart 
phone apps and online gaming sites, that 
figure is expected to rise as well.

The Kansas Coalition on Problem 
Gambling (KCPG), an organization 

dedicated to solving the social issues of 
problem gambling, recognizes that while 
most Kansans who gamble do so without 
experiencing harm, a sizeable portion 
is negatively impacted by gambling. A 
2012 study by the Kansas Department 
for Aging and Disability Services found 
that 75% of Kansans had gambled in the 
past year, with 9% of those individuals 
indicating behaviors highly predictive for 
developing a gambling problem.

“As gambling opportunities rise in 
response to events like the NCAA tourna-
ment, it is important for us to educate 
the public about ways problem gambling 
can impact an individual’s relationships, 
career and finances as well as their 
physical, mental and emotional health,” 
said Joyce Markham, licensed special-
ist clinical social worker and president 

of KCPG. “These consequences are not 
limited to only the gambler. One in every 
seven Kansans reports being negatively 
affected by the uncontrolled gambling of 
a family member, friend or co-worker.”

Organizations throughout Kansas are 
using Problem Gambling Awareness 
Month to shed light on the signs of a 
gambling problem and spread the word 
about treatment opportunities

In addition to raising awareness in 
March, task forces are helping Kansans 
understand the differences between 
responsible and program gambling 
throughout the year. The Southwest 
Kansas Problem Gambling Task 
Force launched a new website, swks-
problemgambling.org, with resources 
for problem gamblers and concerned 

others along with ways 
to collaborate with their 
organization.

While efforts to 
prevent gambling from 
becoming a problem 
are important, these 
organizations hope 
Problem Gambling 
Awareness Month 
activities will also spread 
the message to those 
suffering from gambling 
addiction that help is 
as near as a phone or 
computer. Calling the 
24/7 Kansas Problem 
Gambling Helpline at 

800.522.4700 will connect individuals 
with counselors trained to recognize 
gambling risks and direct callers to cer-
tified counselors near them. Those seek-
ing help for gambling problems can also 
visit the Kansas Responsible Gambling 
Alliance Website at ksgamblinghelp.com 
for information about treatment options 
and support programs.

“The most important point for 
problem gamblers and concerned oth-
ers to understand is that treatment is 
available, effective and affordable,” said 
Markham. “By calling the confidential 
helpline, individuals can find treatment 
in Kansas available at no cost to problem 
gamblers, family members and others 
affected by the problem. The first step 
to turning things around is making the 
call.”

March is Gambling 
Awareness Month



The New Republican Health Plan Is Not Poor or Middle-Income Friendly

J
ust days after the release of the 
Republicans proposed Obamacare 
replacement program, experts are 

still hashing out the impact and costs 
of the program. However, one thing is 
certain, this program isn’t the friend of 
the poor and middle class, who are the 
greatest beneficiaries under the Afford-
able Care Act.  

 Based on the enrollment figures, 
instead of Obamacare, ACA should have 
rightfully been called  “Medicaid for 
Those Just Above Poverty.”  According 
to healthcare.gov, current Obamacare 
enrollees are heavily lower income.  With 
about 66% of enrollees having incomes at 
or below 250% of poverty. That’s approxi-
mately $31,250 for a single individual in 
2020.  The bulk of enrolles, 44%, have 
incomes at or below 150% of poverty.  
That’s approximately $18,750 in 2020.  

Sadly, these are the same individuals 
who will be hurt the most under the Af-
fordable Health Care Act (the proposed 
name for the Republican health plan.)  
The program eliminates or seriously re-
vises all of the benefits given to individuals 
with lower incomes under the Affordable 
Care Act.  

Obamacare and the Poor
The ACA provides three types of fi-

nancial assistance to help people afford 
health coverage:

•Medicaidexpansionforthosewith
incomes below 138% of poverty (the 
Supreme Court later ruled this to be at 
state option, which Kansas didn’t accept);

•Refundable premium tax credits
for people with incomes from 100% to 
400% of the poverty level who purchase 
coverage through federal or state mar-
ketplaces; and 

•Cost-sharing subsidies for people
with incomes from 100% to 250% of 
poverty to provide lower deductibles and 
copays when purchasing silver plans in 
a marketplace.  For example, in 2016, 
people making between 100 – 150% 
of poverty enrolled in a silver plan on 
healthcare.gov received cost-sharing 

assistance worth $1,440; those with 
incomes between 150 – 200% of poverty 
received $1,068 on average; and those 
with incomes between 200 – 250% of 
poverty received $144 on average).

Since Kansas chose not to expand 
Medicaid, I’ll deal with changes in that 
program later.  The biggest change affect-
ing Kansans are changes in the how tax 
credits are allocated and the total discon-
tinuation of the cost-sharing subsidies.  

Both the ACD and the AHCA include 
tax credits in their approach.  However, 
the law and the proposal calculate credit 
amount differently.  The ACA takes fam-
ily income, local cost of insurance, and 
age into account, while the replacement 
proposal bases tax credits only on age.  

New tax credit proposal 
Starting in 2020 (noticeably after the 

mid-term elections), those not offered 
health insurance at work (this will have 
to be certified) or eligible for government 
health insurance (Medicare or Medicaid) 
will have the ability to use a new advance-
able/refundable healthcare tax credit. 
It's only available to citizens and green 
card residents, and is not available to 
prisoners.

The credit is age adjusted. You simply 
add up the people in your household to 
determine the credit size:

•Childrenandthoseunderage30
      get $2000
•30to39yearoldsget$2500
•40to49yearoldsget$3000
•50to59yearoldsget$3500
•60yearoldstoMedicareage
      get $4000
Those figures are indexed to inflation 

plus one percentage point. The maximum 
credit amount is $14,000. Only the oldest 
five people in a family count toward the 
calculation.

As an example, a family of four with 
two adults in their 40s and two kids would 
get a credit of $10,000 ($3000 for each 
adult and $2000 for each child).

Here’s one example of how this 
change will impact the poor.  Using an 
example of the income of those served 
most by the ACA, an individual age 60 
and over (the group with the highest 

tax credit under the existing plan would 
receive a $4,000 tax credit under AHCA.  
Monthly (divided by 12) their health 
care insurance would be reduced by 
$333.  Off of a typical silver plan that this 
person would have taken to get the cost 
sharing subsidy offered under ACA they 
would be left paying more than $400 per 
month for their insurance ($750 aver-
age monthly premium - $333 tax credit 
=$417/month) 

 Under ACA, this person’s credit would 
have been increased not only because of 
their age, but because of their income, 
and they would have also received a 
further reduction in their premium in the 
form of cost sharing assistance of $120 
per month (1440/12 months).  Under 
ACA this person’s monthly pay minus 
adjustments would have been $50 or less.  

That’s a big difference that will have a 
big impact on the majority of the individu-
als covered under ACA.  

While Trump  has promised everyone 
“access” to health insurance, that’s dis-
tinctly different from “securing” health 
insurance, something many poor and 
middle income individuals won’t be able 
to afford under AHCA.  

Benefits for the Wealthy
On the flip side, very little is gained for 

those with higher incomes.  The tax cred-
its go away totally for those with income 
above $75,000.  That figure would have 
been $66,572 in 2020 (400% of poverty) 
under ACA.  However, as you might have 
guessed, the very wealthy benefit

Obamacare’s architects cobbled to-
gether a mix of taxes to offset the cost of 
subsidizing insurance for tens of millions 
of low- and moderate-income Americans.  
That has meant some new taxes on in-
surance companies and medical device 
makers (both of which, it was reasoned, 
were benefiting from getting new custom-
ers through the law).

Wealthy Americans are paying more 
too. Families making more than $250,000 
a year have seen their Medicare payroll 
taxes increase because of Obamacare.

The House Republican plan scraps 
these taxes.

Individual Mandate/Penalties 
What else goes away is the 

individual mandate, the 
requirement to carry in-
surance or pay a pen-
alty.  As proposed, 
the repeal of the 
mandate would be 
retroactive to 2016.  
So individuals who 
have already filed 
their 2016 taxes 
and paid a penalty 
could file to get that 
money back, if this bill 
is passed.  

The elimination of the in-
dividual mandate is a big concern 
to a number of healthcare organizations 
including the American Academy of Fam-
ily Physicians.  Their concern particularly 
by the phasing in of some of the changes 
and the impact it will have on individu-
als, families, and the healthcare system 
at large.  

Without the mandate, some healthy 
people will choose to forgo coverage 
knowing they can always enroll later 
if they get sick (since coverage of pre-
existing conditions continues under 
the bill).  

In place of the mandate, a penalty is 
assessed if a person allows their insur-
ance to lapse for as long as two months.  
Insurers would be “required” to charge 
them a 30% penalty when they buy a 
health plan.  AHCA drafters hope this 
penalty will encourage people to keep 
their insurance.  However, the penalty 
could discourage many people from get-
ting new coverage if they lose their plan 
because of a job loss or other change, in 
turn increasing the number of uninsured 
Americans.

Conservative Republicans who don’t 
care much for AHCA, are calling the 
penalty a modified individual mandate 
that’s paid to insurance companies (do 
they really need more money) and not 
the government.  

Medicaid Expansion
Finally under AHCA Medicaid, which 

was expanded by most states, will be 
changed considerably.  As noted earlier, 
this will not have a major impact on Kan-
sas, which chose not to expand Medicare.  

However, the impact will be major in the 
states that did.  

The Affordable Care Act extended 
Medicaid to all Americans earning under 
138 percent of the federal poverty line — 
$16,643forasinglepersonand$33,948
for a family of four in 2017. Under the 
Republican plan, enrollment in the 
Medicaid expansion will freeze starting 
in 2020. The 11 million Americans who 
already gained coverage can, in theory, 
keep it — but only if they never let their 
enrollment lapse or their incomes rise.

In 2020, Medicaid expansion will go 
away except for those who are already 
covered.  In AHCA only requires states 
to cover children in Medicaid who are 
under the poverty level, reducing the 
requirement from 133% of poverty.  This 
will have an impact on the Kansas’ health 
care for children program, CHIPs.   

Republicans want to go further, by 
changing how all of Medicaid is funded: 
They would replace federal Medicaid 
payments, which guarantee coverage 
to anyone who qualifies, with so-called 
per-person allotments, or per-capita 
caps. These give states a fixed amount 
of money for each person on Medicaid, 
adjusted based on whether the person 
is blind, disabled, a child, an adult or 
elderly. The states then decide how to 
budget the money.

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

|  
 M

A
R

C
H

. 
0

9
, 
2
0
1
7

10



By Bonita Gooch, Editor
The Community Voice 

Healthy Living 

What might you expect to pay under the newly introduced Republic health insur-

ance plan.  Poor- and middle-income people, get ready for sticker shock.  

Learn more About the 
new Affordable Health 
Care Act online @ www.
communityvoiceks.com 
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For an ultimate music festival experience, consider the Caribbean, where music festivals are often a ive-day event that includes music, beaches and PARTIES!!

Lifestyles

I
f you love R&B, Soul, or Jazz 
music then you’re probably made 
a trek to see one of your favorite 

acts perform live.  Whether they hit 
your town, or you hit the road for a 
weekend getaway, you know the joy 
that comes from joining a few thou-
sand fans to see one of your favorite 
groups perform live.  

Music festivals, a particularly a big 
summer draw, are the concerts you 
love on steroids.  Typically spread out 
over two to five days, these events can 
include expos, art displays, forums 
and rap sessions, day parties, night 
parties, beach parties and even an 
awards show.  If the festival isn’t in 
your hometown, then add into the 
fun, the opportunity to visit a great 
destination, take in the sites, the food, 
the night life and the atmosphere. One 
final add in, thousands of fans, set on 
having a good time.  It’s a combina-
tion worth checking out for the first 
time, or for a repeat adventure, maybe 
this time at another great spot.  

So, if you haven’t already made 
plans for your 2017 vacation days, 
here are few festivals worth consid-
ering this year.  If you can’t make a 
festival this year, no problem.  Most 
of them repeat around the same time, 
year after year.  FYI, some of the 
festivals are just around the corner, so 
you might want to get steppin’.

By no means is this a complete 
list, and it doesn’t include one-day 
festivals, which are less festivals and 
more multi-act concerts.  If you know 
of other festivals, please email us, and 
we’ll add them to our online listing.  

(If you’re reading this story in 
the print edition of The Community 
Voice, check it out online for live links 
to learn more about each of these 
festivals.)  

East Coast 

We found lots of festivals on the 
East coast, but most of them have a 
cross over or Hip-Hop appeal.  We’ll 
cover those festivals later, so read on.  

Capital Jazz Fest, Washington, D.C.
This year will mark the 24th year 

for this annual festival that annually 

features more than two dozen new 
and classic R&B and jazz performers.  
This year the festival will be held June 
2-4 at Merriweather Post Pavilion in 
Columbia, MD (no, it’s not actually 
D.C., but close enough.)  This year’s 
lineup hasn’t been announced but 
last year’s festival featured New Edi-
tion, En Vogue, Will Downing, Brian 
Culbertson, The Isley Brothers, Lalah 
Hathaway, David Sanborn, Toni Brax-
ton, Fourplay, Al B. Sure, The Brand 
New Heavies, Take 6, and many more! 
www.capitaljazz.com 

Jazz in the Gardens Music 
Festival, Miami Gardens, FL

Great spring weather in South 
Florida makes this festival one of the 
earliest of the year.  Throw in great 
beaches, food and culture and you’re 
already off to a great start.  However, 
add in a line-up of top-shelf acts, one 
after another, and you can’t miss.  This 
year, the festival is March 18-19 and 
the line-up includes: Will Downing, 
Mrion Meadows, Chante Moore, Betty 
Wright, Morris Day and the Time, Her-
bie Hancock, Robin Thicke, Jill Scott, 
Esperanza Spalding, Andrea Day, LL 
Cool J, Common and The Roots.  www.

jazzinthegardens.com

West Coast 

Go West for a great line-up of music 
festivals  

Long Beach Jazz Festival, Long 
Beach, CA

This is the 30th year for this festival 
that blends a picturesque outdoor 
location with an amazing line-up of 
artists.  This year’s festival is August 
11-13.  True to its name, this festival 
is heavy on contemporary jazz art-
ists.  While the lineup hasn’t been 
announced for this year, last year the 
festival featured Gerald Albright, Jona-
than Butler, Dave Koz, Dave Sanborn, 
Jeffrey Osborne, the Rippingtons, 
Norman Brown and Kenny Latimore. 
www.longbeachjazzfestival.com

San Diego Smooth Jazz Festival, 
San Diego, CA  

This festival disappeared for a 
while, but it’s back this year, thanks 
to Rainbow Promotions, the group 
behind the Long Beach Jazz Festival.  
There’s not much information avail-
able yet for this festival set for July 
7-9.  Based on the limited information 
available, it appears you can expect a 
similarly heavy jazz line-up.  An-

nounced so far:  Brian Culbertson as 
host and artist Eric Darius and L.A. 
Collective.  No website yet.  

Playboy Jazz festival, Hollywood, CA 
This is a granddaddy of festivals, 

dating back to the 70s and features 
an all-star line-up of illustrious jazz 
greats, next generation leaders and 
festival perennials. This internationally 
acclaimed event, is one of the premier 
jazz festivals in the United States.   Set 
for June 9-11 in the Hollywood Bowl, 
some of the announced artists in-
clude:  George Lopez as host, Gregory 
Porter, Corinne Bailey Rae, Kenny Gar-
rett, Common, John Medeski and John 
Scofield; Taj Mahal & Keb' Mo' Band, 
and more. www.hollywoodbowl.com

LA Soul Music Festival, Los 
Angeles, CA 

This is just the second year for this 
festival set for July 14-16 at Exposition 
Park in Los Angeles.  Reviews were 
good for the first year, and impressive 
lineup of classic and new R&B artists 
have already been announced for this 
year including:  Music Soulchild, Tony 
Toni Tone, After 7, Yuna, Kindred the 
Family Soul, Avant, K Michelle, Carl 

Hit the Road for a Growing Number of Soul Music Festivals
Music festivals are the concerts you love on steroids.  

By Bonita Gooch 
The Community Voice 

See FESTIVALS page 12



Thomas and Ro James.  The event also 
built in a vendor fair featuring nearly 
75 artisan and dozens of food trucks.  
Expectation are high for the sophomore 
show.   www.lasoulmusic.com

JazzFest West, Los Angeles, CA   
This is a festival with a rich history 

but it disappeared for a while.  The 
festival dates back to 1996 and each 
year lived up to its slogan as “the hottest 
party of the summer.”  The festival was 
absent in 2014 and 2015, but returned 
in 2016 with a lineup that featured:  Patti 
Labelle, Charlie Wilson, Mint Condition, 
Boney James and Brian Culbertson, just 
to name a few.  However, there hasn’t 
been any information released about 
this year’s festival.  Not only hasn’t there 
been an update on their website, their 
social media has not been active since 
Sept. 2016.  Hope for the best and keep 
a mid-July date in mind. 2016 dates were 
July 16 and 17. www.jazzfestwest.com

BET Experience, Los Angeles, CA 
This immersive festival has quietly 

become one of hottest festivals in the 
country. Just four years old, this four 
day event is built around the annual BET 
Awards Show and features A-list R&B, 
soul and hip-hop artists for a weekend 
of concerts, wellness seminars, celebrity 
panels and a free fan expo.  Think Es-
sence festival and certain to grow with the 
BET name behind it.  Last year, the festival 
drew its highest attendance, 165,000 
guests; a 10% growth over the previous 
year.  Dates for this year are June 22-25 
at the Staples Center.  Last year’s line-up 
of artists included:  Usher, Rho James, 
Rae Sremmurd, Lil’ Wayne, Kehlani, 2 
Chainz, BJ the Chicago Kid, Bryson Tiller, 
Fat Joe and Fetty Wop.  

Middle America 
Close enough to drive, these festival 

are worth consideration.  

Urban Music Festival, Austin, TX 
Austin has gained a reputation as one 

of the best cities in the country for live 
music and the reputation lives on with the 
help of this 12-year-old festival.  This is 
another early season festival, held March 
31 – April 1 at Auditorium Shores.  This 
year’s lineup includes: Tony Toni Tone, 
McLyte, Keith Sweat, The Whispers, 
LaTonya Luckett, and many more.  www.
urbanmusifest.com

Essence Festival, New Orleans  
This is by far the biggest urban music 

festival in the nation.  Typically held dur-

ing or near the July 4th weekend, this 
year’s dates are June 29 – July 2.  Billed 
as "the party with a purpose", this event 
is way more than just music.  Participants 
can enjoy the Beauty and Style expo, Es-
sence Festival Marketplace, and the daily 
empowerment experience.  

This festival began in 1994 as a 
one-time event to celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of Essence magazine and has 
been going ever sense.  It’s been held in 
New Orleans every year, except for 2006, 
when it was held in Houston, TX due to 
Hurricane Katrina.  

The daily concerts feature perfor-
mances on the main stage and on four 
superlounge stages.  Here’s a list of this 
year’s main stage headliners:  Mary J. 
Blige, Diana Ross, John Legend, Solange, 
Chance the Rapper, Monica, India Arie, 
Jazmine Sullivan, Jill Scott, Mystical and 
Master P.   

The Caribbean 
You’ve heard of destination wed-

dings, well these are really destination 
festivals.  Pack your swim suit, but make 
sure you leave the beach long enough to 
enjoy the great music these festivals offer.  

Annual Soul Beach Music 
Festival, Aruba 

This is the 17th year for this festival 
help annually around the Memorial Day 
weekend.  This year’s dates are May 24-
29.  This festival was previously selected 
#4 in by USA Today readers’ choice “10 
Best Caribbean Celebrations” and #1 
“Caribbean Summer Festival” by Jetset-
ter Magazine.  

The festival boasts an unforgettable 
three-in-one experience featuring live 
music performances, comedy shows and 
beach parties. This year’s comedy show 
features headliner Cedric the Entertainer 
and concerts featuring A-list artist Mary 
J. Blige, Faith Evans and Usher, with the 
announcement of more performers to 
come. www.soulbeach.com.

Aruba Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival 
This festival, in its 11th year, is a 

jazzier, more laid back version of its 
island mate, the Soul Beach Music 
Festival.  Expect a jazzier mix of artists, 
although this year’s line-up has not been 
announced.  Dates are Sept 15-16.  www.
caribbeanseajazz.com

Tobago Jazz Experience 
On a small island like Tobago, the 

beach can’t help but be an integral part 
of the festivities.  The mainstage, in 
Pigeon Point Heritage Park, has some 
of the most breath taking beaches and 
views.  This year’s festival dates area 
April 22-30. Like most of these festivals, 

expect a mix of Caribbean artists in the 
lineup. Scheduled international head-
liners include: Grace Jones, D’Angelo, 
Maxwell, J Cole and Lauryn Hill. www.
tobagojazzexperience.com 

Saint Lucia Jazz and Arts Festival 
This is one of the best known and old-

est Caribbean music festivals. Celebrat-
ing its 26th year, this festival includes, 
dance, art, theater, culinary arts and 
even couture fashion shows with events 
spread throughout the island.  Expect 
Jazz, Calypso and Reggae performers.  
Some of the past year’s headliners have 
included:  R. Kelly, the Jacksons, Diana 
Ross, and John Legend.  

The island alone should help put this 
festival on your must do list.  The island 
bills itself as “simply beautiful,” and by 
the photos, it is.  Festival dates are May 
12-14.  www.stlucia.org/summerfestival/

St. Lucia Roots and Soul Festival  
Still want to visit St. Lucia, consider 

this festival dedicated to musicians who 
are setting new trends in reggae, con-
scious hip-hop, Afro-punk and R&B.  
This event is also on Pigeon Island, but 
over Father’s Day Weekend, June 16-18.  
www.stlucia.org/summerfestival/

St. Kitts Music Festival 
This festival, which dates back to 

1996, features R&B, Soca, Reggae and 
Hip-Hop performances.  This year’s date 
is June 21-24 at Warner Park, Basseterre, 
St. Kitts. Top artist so far is Shabba Ranks 
but more artists are still be announced.  
http://www.stkittsmusicfestival.net/

Reggae Sumfest, Montego Bay, 
Jamaica 

This is a festival that holds true its 
reggae roots.  Join in on the week of fun 
from July 16-22.  As is customary, Reg-
gae Sumfest kicks off on Sunday with the 
Sumfest Beach Party; the All White Party 
on Tuesday; followed by Sound Explo-
sion and two nights of electrifying live 
performances beginning with Dancehall 
Night on Friday and culminating with 
International Night on Saturday.  The 
2017 lineup has not been announced.  
http://reggaesumfest.com/

Hip-Hop & Crossover Festi-

vals  

Rolling Loud Festival, Miami, FL
This is true Hip-Hop festival May 5-7 

with 2017 lineup including Kendrick 
Lamar, Travis Scott, Lil Wayne, Future and 
Lil Yachty, just to name a few.  At Bayfront 
Park, Miami.    www.rollingloud.com
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Nursing 
Services:

• Skilled Nursing Assessment
• Wound Management
• Patient and Family Education
• Diabetic Management and Education
• Medication Management and Education 
• Etc. 

We accept the following payers:
• Medicaid • Private insurance • Private pay - Individuals

Home Health Aid 
Services: 
• Light housekeeping (laundry,      
       vacuuming, etc.)

• Bathing and dressing
• Medication monitoring
• Grocery Shopping
• Preparing and serving meals
• Running errands (doctor’s 
     ofices and other appointments)
• Companionship visits
• Organization of schedules and 
      appointments

245 N. Hillside           
Wichita, KS  
call 316-883-8093

Call to see if you qualify 

“Higher Care Standards,  
Better Health Results” 

“Our mission is to provide 
compassionate, quality care by 
dedicating our gifts and abilities 
to the lives of our patients.” 

FESTIVALS, 
from page 11
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S
oul, R&B and Gospel superstar 
Mavis Staples, and rapper, actor 
Common are just two of the 

headliners announced for the nine day 
Wichita Riverfest, June 2-10 in Wichita.  

The release of the names of this 
year’s artists also emphasized that all 
Riverfest concerts are included in the 
price of a festival admission button. 

“Huge entertainment value. Great 
community event,” said Mary Beth 
Jarvis, Wichita Festivals’ President and 
CEO. “That’s what you get, thanks to 
our many Riverfest sponsors and part-
ners. Nowhere else can you attend nine 
days of high-caliber, diverse perfor-
mances for such an accessible price.” 

Staples, a two-time Grammy win-
ner who was recognized for lifetime 
achievement at the Kennedy Center 
Honors in December 2016 and will be 
inducted this spring into the Blues Hall 
of Fame, will perform on Thursday eve-
ning June 8. The Goodwill Industries 

Cajun Food Fest will be offering a taste 
of New Orleans that evening, and Roots 
rocker J.D. McPherson will be the 
opening act. 

Common, who became one of the 
more prominent voices in hip-hop's 
new millennium renaissance, will 
perform on Friday evening June 9.  
Common has received awards for 
excellence in all facets of his career, 
including an Academy Award, a Golden 
Globe, an NAACP Image Award, a 
Critics Choice Award and a number of 
BET awards. He has been nominated 
for 19 Grammy Awards and won 
three. Common is sponsored by Koch 
Industries.

Gospelfest, on Monday evening June 
5, will feature Stellar Award winner 
and Dove Award nominee Jonathan 
Nelson along with local groups and 
choirs.   The event is sponsored by 
Cox Business, Spirit AeroSystems and 
Westar Energy. 

These are just a few of the great 
Riverfest national headliners with 
entertainment nightly in Kennedy Plaza 
and on the Red Guard Stage.  The 
festival will also feature a selection of 
local standouts.  For a complete list 
of Riverfest Acts, go online to www.
communityvoiceks.com.  

Of course, festival favorites like 
the opening night Sundown Parade 
and fireworks return. The festival 

closes out Sat. June 10 with another 
fireworks display.  

Admission to all Riverfest concerts 
is free with a Riverfest button. Adult 
buttons are $10, and children’s but-
tons (available while supplies last for 
kids ages 6-12) are $5. Buttons are 
available at an early bird discount 
price of $7 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren via preorder at SelectASeat.com, 
and in person April 10-May 4 at Cox 

Solutions stores: 2240 N. Rock Road, 
446 S. Ridge Road and 2556 N. Maize 
at New Market Square in Wichita; 
and 1636 N. Rock Road in Derby. 
Full-price buttons will be available at 
major button retailors (Dillons and 
QuikTrip) beginning May 5.  

Riverfest is an event of Wichita 
Festivals, Inc. is a non-profit corpora-
tion committed to creating diverse 
community celebrations in Wichita.  
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Mavis Staples and Common Announced as Riverfest 2017 Headliners

Common and Mavis Staples are among the many musical headliners announced for Wichita’s 2017 Riverfest.  The nine-
day festival along the river begins June 2.  

Nine days of concerts and more than one hundred 
events are all free with a Riverfest button.
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Can’t make it to one of the great music festivals across the U.S., then 
here are a few great concerts to enjoy, a little closer to home.  

Kansas City Area Concerts
Mar. 16 Charlie Wilson, Fantasia, Johnny Gill 
and Solero will be performing at Sprint Center 1407 
Grand Blvd.  Tickets Start at $47.50.

Mar. 17 Patti Labelle in concert at the Kauffman 
Center for the Performing Arts 1601 Broadway.  Tickets 
start at $49.

Mar. 24 Nu Soul  Revival Tour featuring Musiq 
Soulchild, Lyfe Jennings, Kindred and Avery 
Sunshine will be performing at  Arvest Bank Theatre at 
the Midland  1228 Main St.  Tickets start at $52.

Mar. 25 Aaron Neville at the Ameristar Casino & 
Hotel 3200 Ameristar Dr,  ticket start at $45

Mar. 25 Dianne Reeves at the Gem Theater, 1601 E 
18th St. Tickets start at $45

Apr. 8  Kirk Franklin, Music Hall, 301 W 13th St. 
Tickets start at $39

Apr. 16 Lionel Richie and Mariah Carey will be 
performing at Sprint Center, 1407 Grand Blvd.  Tickets 
start at $27.95.

Apr. 22 Tribute to the music of Miles Davis & 
John Coltrane will be performed at Kauffman Center 
for the Performing Arts 1601 Broadway.  Tickets start at 
$20.

Apr. 25 Leela James and Daley, Madrid Theater 

3810 Main St.  Tickets start at $35.

May 11 Branford Marsalis and Kurt Elling will 
be performing at Kauffman Center for the Performing 
Arts 1601 Broadway. Tickets start at $29.

May 13 Chance the Rapper. Providence Amphithe-
ater, 633 N 130th St., Bonner Springs Tickets start $49.

Jun. 11, J Cole Arvest Bank Theatre at The Midland, 
1228 Main St. Tickets start at $35.

Jun. 12 Boyz II Men with New Kids on the Block 
and Paula Abdul at Sprint Center, 1407 Grand Blvd.  
Tickets start at $49

Jun. 13 John Legend, Starlight Theater, 4600 Star-
light Rd.  Tickets start at $49

Jun. 17 Kansas City Funkfest featuring Keith Sweat, 
Bell Biv Devoe, Guy and Teddy Riley, Doug E. Fresh, 
SWV, and EnVogue.  Providence Amphitheater, 633 N 
130th St, Bonner Springs Tickets start at $29

Aug. 11 Bruno Mars will be in performance at the 
Sprint Center, 1407 Grand Blvd.  Tickets start at $49.50.

Oklahoma Area Concerts
Mar. 17  Experience Hendrix, Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino Tulsa 777 W Cherokee St.  Tickets start at $55.

Mar. 18 Commodores will be performing at Winstar 

World Casino, 777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK.  Tick-
ets start at $43. 

Mar. 14-19 Motown the Musical will be at Tulsa 
Performing Arts Center, 110 E 2nd St, Tulsa, OK. Tickets 
start at $25.  

Apr. 7 Chris Rock will be performing at Winstar 
World Casino, 777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK.  Tick-
ets start at $65.

Apr. 27 Lil Wayne- The Criterion - Oklahoma City, 
OK. 500 E Sheridan Ave.  Tickets start at $70

Apr. 29 The Temptations -Sugar Creek Casino 5304 
N Broadway Ave - Hinton.  Tickets start at $35.

May 13 George Benson & Kenny G will be perform-
ing at Choctaw Casino & Resort, 4216 S. Hwy 69/75, 
Durant, OK. Tickets start at $68.  

Jun. 03 Patti Labelle will be performing at the Win-
star World Casino, 777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK. 
Tickets start at $55.

Dallas Area Concerts
Mar. 17 Katt Williams will be performing at Verizon 
Theater, 1001 Performance Pl, Grand Prairie, TX. 
Tickets start at $52

Apr. 2 Gladys Knight will be performing at Winspear 
Opeara house, 2403 Flora St, Dallas, TX. Tickets start at 
$37.50 

Mar. 31 Whispers and Manhattans will be perform-
ing at Verizon Theater, 1001 Performance Pl, Grand 

Prairie, TX. Tickets start at $39.75 

May 4 The Weeknd will be performing at American 
Airline Center, 2500 Victory Ave, Dallas, TX . Tickets 
start at $88

May 15 Lionel Richie and Mariah Carey will be 
performing at American Airline Center, 2500 Victory 
Ave, Dallas, TX.  Tickets start at $39

Wichita Area Concerts 
Mar. 30  Flo Rida will be performing at Hartman 
Arena 8151 N Hartman Arena Dr, Park City, KS.  Tickets 
start at $22

Apr. 6 Masters of Soul at the Orpheum Theatre 200 
N. Broadway.  Masters of Soul performs: Gladys Knight 
and The Pips, Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell, Smokey 
Robinson and the Miracles, The Temptations, The Four 
Tops, Diana Ross and The Supremes, Martha Reeves 
and The Vandellas, Barry White, Sam and Dave, James 
Brown and many more. Tickets $35

Jun. 2 Strictly Strange Tour 17,  Featuring Tech 
N9ne, Brotha Lynch Hung, Krizz Kaliko, Stevie 
Stone and Ces Cru will be performing at the Cotillion, 
11120 W Kellogg Dr, Wichita, KS.  Tickets $31.50

Salina Area Concerts
Jul. 22 Gladys Knight will be performing at the 
Stiefel Theater, 151 S Santa Fe Ave, Salina, KS.  Tickets 
start at $69.

Regional Concerts: To Get Your Groove Back



MARCH 11 Voice Your Vote: Congressional 
Candidate Q&A. 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Sun-
flower Community Action, 1751 N. Ash.

16 4th Congressional District Debate, 6:30 
p.m. Friends University, Davis Hall, Alumni 
Auditorium, 2100 W. University Ave.   

19 Voter Empowerment 2017 Special Politi-
cal Forum.   4 -5:30 p.m. at Saint Mark United 
Methodist Church, 1525 North Lorraine.

21 DEADLINE TO REGISTER TO VOTE 

APRIL 11 VOTE.

14
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MAR 18  Soul Explosion at Mi-
chelle Palace, 7707 E. Harry.  This 
is a variety show with imitators of 
various Motown entertainers.  The 
show features the Smart Brothers 
Band and Rudy Love.  Be a part of 
the fun by wearing your 60’s, 70’s 
or 80’s outfit.  Show begins at 7 
p.m.  Tickets are $20 in advance 
and $25 at the door.  For more info 
call 204-8878 or 684-3497.

25  Beautillion  Sponsored by 
Links, Inc., 6 p.m., at Century II, 
225 W. Douglas.  Enjoy these young 
men in this concluding program of 
this mentoring program for high 
school seniors.  See story page 2.

APR. 8 Support Local Law 
Enforcement Community 
Parade Parade starts at 10:30 
a.m. at 500 N. Main. There will be 
a Community Block Party from 11 
a.m. - 2 p.m. with children’s activi-
ties, law enforcement displays and 
food truck. For more information 

contact Karytaylor@wichitawater-
walk.com

17 “7 Last Words of Christ 
From the Cross” presented by 
The Greater Wichita Ministerial 
League.  Featuring speakers; Pastor 
Dave Fulton, Pastor Willliam Vann, 
Dr. Michelle Vann, Pastor Pamaline 
King-Burns, Pastor Ken Squires, 
Rev. Terrell Vernor and Pastor Fred  
Hayes, Jr.  Program will be held 
at 12 p.m. at 2727 E 25th N.  Free 
and open to the public.

18 2nd Annual “Cranford Vil-
lage Award” recipients Clarence 
and Peggy Wesley.  Hosted by the 
Kansas African American Museum, 
601 N. Water. 6-7 p.m.

22“Grandma’s Bible” dinner/
theatre production  presented by 
The Greater St. Mary’s Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 1648 E. 17th 
St.,  6:30 p.m. Tickets $25 for 
adults; $10 for Children ages 12-6; 

and age 5 and under free.  Call 
(316) 265-2044 for tickets and/or 
information.   

22 Black & White Ball presented 
by the Heartland Black Chamber of 
Commerce.  Corporate Hills Mar-
riott, 9100 Corporate Hills.  Wine 
reception with Hors d’oeuvres 
at 6 p.m. Dinner program starts 
at 7 p.m.  Live entertainment by 
Natural Change Band of Dallas, TX.  
Honorees are Juanita Hays-Hill, Ed-
ward Givens and James Arbertha.  
Tickets are $100 for tickets contact 
393-7252 or 210-2033.

29 “Say Yes to the Next Level” 
Financial Freedom Expo, An in-
formative and uplifting conference 
with workshops and speakers to 
help you take your finances to “The 
Next Level.”  2821 E. 24th (Old 
Mueller School) Free and open to 
the public.  This event is presented 
by The Community Voice and the 
Wichita Branch NAACP.  

Wichita Calendar

Black & White Ball
April 22, 2017

Corporate Hills Marriott
Wine reception with Hors d’oeuvres • 6 p.m. 

Dinner Program • 7 p.m.
Meal: Surf & Turf (salmon & steak)

Tickets: 
heartlandbccwichita@gmail.com 

Or call, 316-393-7252 
or 316-210-2033 

Save the Date

$100 donation    
$75 for Heartland Members   

$800 for a table of 10

Live entertainment provided by 
Natural Change Band of Dallas, Texas

Hotel Rooms - $105.00 per night. Call the Marriott, 316-651-0333

All donations are tax-deductible

2017 Honorees:
Juanita Hays Hill
Edward Givens
James Arbertha

Meet Your
Congressional Candidates 

T
he citizens of the 4th Congressional District 
in Southcentral  will elect a new congress-
man on April 11.  That doesn’t leave long 

to get informed and up to speed on the candi-
dates and to register to vote.  Here are some 
dates and events you need to know if you’re in 
the 4th District.  

This special election is being held to replace 
Mike Pompeo who was appointed Director of the 
CIA under the Trump administration.  
First of all, the candidates are:  James Thomp-
son, Democrat, Ron Estes, Republican, and 
Chris Rockhold, Libertarian.  



O.L. Jones & Associates
2405 E. 21st St. • Wichita
(316) 390-1860

ojones3@cox.net  

Working All 
Year Round
For your 

Tax & Accouning needs 

•Business 
• Personal  
• Accouning  
• Tax Preparaion  
• Tax Problems  
• Free iniial consultaion  
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Trail To Highlights Black History – Kansas Style
By Dennis Pearce
The Community Voice 

T
he journey is the story. The sto-
ry is the contributions African 
Americans have made to the 

history of Kansas. The Kansas African-
American History Trail is being set up 
to tell that story across the state.

“This is not just African-American 
history, this is Kansas history,” says 
Jo Bogan, director of the project 
that is underway thanks in part to a 
$134,470 grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services.

The trail is a partnership that will 
link sites across the state that are 
important part of African American 
contributions to Kansas.

Sites that will be included in the 
trail include:
•Calvary Baptist Church, Wichita, 
home of the Kansas African-American 
Museum.
The Negro League Baseball Mu-
seum, Kansas City.

•John Brown Museum, Osawato-
mie.
•Monroe School, site of the Brown 
vs. Board of Education ruling. It is a 
national park site.
•Junction City, a Buffalo Soldiers 
Memorial.
•Leavenworth, Richard Allen Muse-
um and Buffalo Soldiers Monument.  
Allen was a former Buffalo Solider.  
•Baxter Springs Heritage Center, 
the area was an early post-Civil War 
settlement for African Americans
•Lawrence, memorial for poet 
Langston Hughes who was raised 
there.
•Fort Scott, home of Gordon Parks, 
photographer, poet, filmmaker, 
writer.
•Minneapolis, museum honoring 
botanist George Washington Carver 
who attended high school there.
•Nicodemus, Kansas’ only all 
African-American city. It also is one of 
the oldest surviving African-American 
towns in the west.

“The trail is for the purpose of let-
ting citizens become aware of African-
American contributions to Kansas as 
it was becoming a state,” Bogan said.

Some of the sites have a dual inter-
ests. “There may be a story about a 
person, but there also may be a story 
about Buffalo Soldiers, or the Under-
ground Railroad. The stories are all 

intertwined,” said 
Bogan.  

For instance, there is an African-
American township that was flooded 
by Clinton Lake near Lawrence. 

Bogan has been working with the 
Kansas Department of Transportation 
to set up signage for the trail. She 
also envisions developing educational 

programs and conferences to draw 
in other sites, such as in Oklahoma, 
Missouri and other states bordering 
Kansas.

Local people know stories, but may 
not know the stories across the state. 
The Trail, set to launch in September, 
will link it all.  

Coachella Valley Music and Arts 
Festival, Indo, CA.   

This festival Is held over two week-
ends, with the same lineup of artist 
each weekend.  This year’s dates are  
April 14-16 and April 21-23.  This 
is a truly immersive weekend with 
camping on site.  Held in Indo, CA, 
this year’s headliners are Kenrick La-
mar, Radiohead and Lady Gaga, who 
replaced pregnant Beyonce. www.
coachella.com

Lollapalooze, Chicago, IL 
Over 170 performances on eight 

stages from 11 a.m. to 10 .m.  Aug. 
3-6.  Even include a Kidapalooza.       

J Cole on tap this year for this festival 
in Grant Park. www.lollapalooza.com

Bonnaroo, Manchester, TN
Another crossover type concert 

scheduled for June 8-11.  Scheduled, 
Chance the Rapper, U@, Red Hot Chili 
Peppers.  www.bonnaroo.com

Governors Ball Music Festival, 
Randall’s Island, NYC

Another huge event featuring mul-
tiple stages, June 2-4.  Crossover mix 
of music with some standout acts in-
cluding Chance the Rapper, Wu-Tang 
Clan, Rae Sremmurd, and Wiz Khalifa.  
www.governorsballmusicfestival.com

The Meadows 

Music Festival, The 
Meadows, NY

This is a late date for an outdoor 
festival, but so far, so lucky.  The 2016 
concert was held Oct. 1-2 at Cit Field.  
No dates, location or line-up yet for 
this year.  The 2016 concert featured 
a heavy hitting lineup of Kanye West, 
The Weekend, Bryson Tiller and  
Chance the Rapper along with a huge 
lineup of Indie, Pop and Hip Hop Art-
ist.    www.themeadowsync.com.  

The PitchFork Music Festival, 
Chicago, IL

This festival with crossover appeal 
will be held July 14-16 in Chicago’s 
Union Park.  Scheduled are Solange 

and a Tribe Called Quest.   More artists 
still be announced. http://pitchfork.
com/festival/chicago/

Made in America, Philadephia, PA
This is the festival dreamed up by Jay 

Z and backed by Budweiser.  This will 
be the 5th year for the festival held over 
Labor Day Weekend on the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway.  Each year, Jay Z 
hand-picks a lineup of both estab-
lished and up-and-coming musicians 
to perform throughout the weekend.  
No list yet for 2017 but 2016 included 
Rihanna, Coldplay, Chance the Rapper, 
Lil’Wayne, 2 Chainz, and Bryson Tiller.  

http://www.madeinamericafest.com/16/

Panorama, NYC
Another crossover festival, schedule 

for July 28-30 at Randall’s Island Park. 
This year Solange is one of the bigger 
acts.  www.panorama.nyc

Afro Punk Music Festival, Brook-
lyn, NY and Atlanta, GA. 

This festival was original introduced 
to highlight African American Punk 
bands but has expanded to include 
soul music to attract a wider audi-
ence.  Afropunk in Brooklyn is Aug. 
26-27 and in Atlanta, Oct. 14-15.  www.
afropunk.com.

Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207
316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Competitive Rates                  Quality Service         Monthly Payment Plans  
   Discounts Available      24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service 

FESTIVALS, 
from page 12

The historic Black City Nicodemus and the Buffalo Sol-
diers Memorial in Junction City are just two of the loca-
tions that will be a part of the planned Kansas African-
American History Trail.  







A 
large and appreciative audience was on 
hand for the Topeka Women’s Network, 
Inc. Fifth Annual Spoken Word program 

held Sat., Feb. 18 and the Brown Vs Board 
Museum.  

The annual free event, held in celebration of 
Black History Month, showcases some of the 
talented poets, writers, singers and dancers in 
the Topeka area.  

The evening also included a raffle.  After the 
program, guests enjoyed a delicious buffet of 
heavy refreshments and socializations.  

N
ew Wyandotte County District 
Atty. Mark Dupree and Dr. Etta 
Ruth Hollins, the first holder of 

the Kaufman Endowed Chair in Urban 
Education at the University of Missouri in 
Kansas City, received top honors at the An-
nual Black Men and Women of Distinction 
Awards program and reception held Sun., 
Feb. 26, at the Friends of Yates, Center, 
1418 Garfield Avenue, Kansas City, KS.

Bonita Gooch, editor-in-chief of 
The Community Voice newspaper was 
honored with the Donald D. Sewing 
Prestigious Service Award.  Their awards, 
and those awarded to the 26 individuals 
honored as Black Men and Women of 
Distinction, were presented in the pres-
ence of an overflow crowd. 

This was the 37th 
year for the annual 
awards program that 
recognizes individuals 
who work tirelessly to 
become trailblazers 
in their professional, 
educational, and social 
aspirations.   

Ashley Arnold, news 
anchor at KCTV 5, 
served as mistress of 
ceremony.   Assist-
ing with the awards 
presentations were:  
UG Commissioner 
Harold L. Johnson, 

Mrs. Rosalyn Brown, Deputy Chief Tyrone 
Garner, Major Solomon Young and Rev. 
Desmond Lamb.  

This year, LaDora Lattimore, executive 
director and CEO of the friends of Yates, 
deservingly received an award from the 
Kansas City KS Chapter of the Black Pro-
fessional Firefighters Association.  

Other program highlights included a 
beautifully choreographed and delivered 
Praise Dance performed by the Metro-
politan Angels 5-7-8- of Metropolitan 
Baptist Church and a wonderful selection 
performed by Carolyn Washington, a 
Friends of Yates staff member.  

After the program, a tasty and robust 
meal was served in the facilities dining 
area.  
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PHOTOS
1. Metropolitan Angels 5-7-8  of Metropolitan Baptist 
Church performed a Praise Dance at the event.  2.  
Ashley Arnold, ancho at KCTV 5 was the Mistress of 
Ceremony.  She’s pictured with Rev. Desmond Lamb  
who was tapped to present the awards. 3. LaDora 
Lattimore receives a gift from Paul Jones, on behalf of 

the Black ighters  4.  (Front) Mrs. Rosalyn Brown and 
Commissioner Harold Johnson presented the Black 
Men and Women of Distinction. (Back) LaDale Benson 
and Alisha Brown were among this year’s honorees.  
5.  Major Solomon Young looks on as Bonita Gooch 
owner/editor of The Community Voice received the 
“Donald D. Sewing Prestigious Service Award.” 

Overflow Crowd Attends Annual Yates Awards

Photos by Jerry Lockett
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Topeka Women’s Network Presents Spoken Word 

Photos by The Community Voice

PHOTOS
1. Rev. Jeff Jefferson, a talented 
opera singer, performed at the 
Spoken Word Program.  
2.  The Cleargold Worship 
Dance Ministry performed a 
praise dance number at the 
event.  

3.  Members of the Women’s 
Network gave away a large 
selection of prizes through a 
rafle.  
4.  Rochelle Chambers was 
among the many spoken word 
performers, all of whom pre-
sented their original material.
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A
lpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Eta Beta 
Lambda and Delta Mu Chapters presented 
their Annual Scholarship Banquet on 

Feb. 25 at the Hyatt Regency.  For twenty years, 
the banquet has highlighted the importance 
of attending an HBCU.  This year the featured 
school was Fisk University Nashville, TN, with 
Keynote Speaker Dr. Frank Sims, president of Fisk 
University.  

With the passing of their Alpha Brother, Dr. 
Evies Cranford, on Jan. 28, this year’s banquet 
was decidedly different without him at the helm 
as banquet chairperson. Also different was the 
always entertaining shout-out of HBCU alumni 
was done by Lt. Col. James Vandross.  Dr. Sharon 
Cranford received a proclamation from the City 
of Wichita acknowledging the contributions her 

husband 
made 
in the 
founding 
of the An-
nual HBCU 
Banquet.

In his 
honor, the 
banquet was renamed “The 
Annual Dr. Evies O. Cranford 
Tribute to Historical Black 
Colleges and University 
Scholarship Banquet.  

The brothers of Alpha are 
committed to continuing the 
rich tradition in his honor.
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The Cotton Club Comes to Wichita

PHOTOS:
1. Karen Wright, Denise Colburn, Adia 
Hamer, Anessa Relf, Lealona Bouwie all 
made a fashion statement.  2. Bill and Becky 
Fargo, Bernard and Debra Gray, Kelo and 
Chad Matthews were stunning couples in 
their outits.  
3. Claudette and Jim Harrison also came 
out to represent the era.  4.  Billy and Mary 
Breckenridge, Ray and Lena Breckenridge, 
and Marvin and Hortense Grant attended the 
festivities.  5. Making it a family affair sib-
lings (L-R) PJ, Kendrea and Tenisha White 
came out to represent the era as their father, 
Paul White sported his zoot suit.

2

3

Alpha Banquet Honors the Late Dr. Evies Cranford

PHOTOS:
1.  Andrea and Lt. Col. James Van-
dross share a light-hearted moment. 2.  
(L-R) Dr. James Owens, City of Wichita 
Councilwoman Lavonta Williams and 
Rev. Dr. Kevin Graham present Dr. 
Sharon Cranford with a proclamation 
in recognition of the late Dr. Evies 
Cranford’s founding of the HBCU Ban-
quet.  3.  Dr. Frank Sims president of 
Fisk University was the guest speaker.  

4. The men of Alpha: Back Row (L-R) 
Lonnie Barnes, K. C. Ohaebosim, Otey 
Moss, Lt. Col. James Vandross,  Corey 
Cranford 2nd Row (L-R) Charlton 
Cranford, Pastor T. LaMont Holder, Dr. 
Robert Weems, Keith Wilson, Joseph 
Guillory, Ashwin Govindarajan, 
Bach Nguyen Front Row (L-R) Kevin 
Graham, President of Fisk University; 
Dr. Frank Sims, Dr. James Owens, Joe 
Louis, Phillip Oliver, Joseph Shepard.   

5.  Sigmas; Schaunta James-Boyd’, 
Pamela Roberts and Clyden Roberson 
attended the HBCU banquet.  6.  2016 

Miss Pearl, Alexis Overton and Miss 
Fashionetta, Angel Warrior show their 
support for the event.

2 3
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Photos by PictureMan

Photos by Walter Avant

O
n Feb 18, the Wichita Northeast 
Optimist Club held their version of 
“A Night at the Cotton Club” at the 

Olive Tree Banquet Hall. Ladies decked out 
in their pearls, gloves and boas strutted 
their “20’s look” and men donned their 
suits, cigars and hats reminiscent of the 
era.  As shown by the party-goers, dressing 
to impress was the norm for a night on the 
town at the Cotton Club.

The event was a fundraiser in support of 
the Optimist youth program and scholar-
ships.  The event included dancing and 
plenty of food.  Optimist President, Paul 
White said this is likely to be a yearly event.

The Cotton Club was a New 
York City night club located first 
in the Harlem neighborhood on 
142nd Street and Lenox Avenue 
in the 1920’s. The club operated 
most notably during America’s 
Prohibition Era and was a whites-
only establishment even though it 
featured many of the most popular 
black entertainers of the era. In 
its heyday, the Cotton Club served 
as a hip meeting spot.  Wichitians 
showed that not only Harlem can 
be “the cat’s meow” but so can 
Wichita. 
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SILK

B
ounce the premiere night club 
for fantastic events located in 
Old town in Wichita hosted 90’s 

R&B group SILK last month. The club 
was a full house of party goers dressed 
to impress. When the group hit the 
stage the crowd didn’t stop rocking from 
beginning to the end. The members took 
us back with their hit songs “Let’s Make 
Love” and “Meeting In My Bedroom,” just 
to name a few. They stepped it out with 
a high energy packed dance routine,  
and I promise it was like they were 
the Temptations, which kept the crowd 
begging for more.    
     Kandy B and I got to do a special meet 
and greet with the fellas after the concert, 
which was a real special treat! During 
our interview with SILK Kandy B asked if 
Wichita had showed them love and if they 
would come back.  They gladly responded 
yes! I asked what was their favorite song 
they enjoy hearing or performing like they 
had just recorded it yesterday?  Their 
answer was unanimous “Lose Control,” 
which they had us all feeling like we were 
going to do.  Not sure which song that 
is, it’s the one…“Let me lick you up and 
down.”  OHHHHH!  
This group that formed in ATL in 1989 
surely is a staple to the R&B culture and 
we look forward to seeing what they have 
in store in 2017.

Spoken Rythm & Soul

F
irst Round Entertainment hosted 
Spoken Rhythm Soul Nite, a black 
and white affair on March 5.  The 

event included an array of spoken word 
artists, comedians and live musicians. The 
Party Time Ladies were excited to receive 
a special invite from Desmond Bryant the 
CEO of First Round Entertainment and 
were so happy to be in the building. The 
atmosphere was set for a great night of 
raw talent. We were excited to see artists 
who traveled from out of state to be a part 
of this show. Host comedian Uncle Bam 
kept the crowd going between sets and live 

coverage was provided by Bray ilms and 
Shanna Hutchens which helped stream 
and give access to the world to be able to 
take a part of this great event. 
     Some of the great artists that blessed 
the stage were Kevin Phillips who sang, 
Willie Wactor played the saxophone and 
had the whole crowd on their feet, Black 
Soul gave us soul, Ke’Juan Moses did 
his thang making us laugh, Huggybear 
the Poet and A Word both gave us life! 
Desmond blessed us with some strong 
wise words himself.  We want to thank 
him and his team for giving talented 
people a platform to share their gifts.  
Desmond says this will be a monthly 
event.  We can’t wait to catch the next 
show! 

Power Ball 

T
he Power Ball was a grown and 
sexy event.  All the ladies and 
gents came dressed to the T  for 

this event hosted at Abode venue in 
Wichita.  There were even couples in 
matching attire which was “cute.” The 
event planners Josh Manning and Will 
Polite knew what they were doing! It was 
really great evening full of great vibes 
and energy. The music kept everyone on 
their feet especially when they played 
songs like “Step In The Name Of Love.” I 
feel like if you were looking for love then 
this was the event to be at. The crowd 
ranged in ages, but everyone kept it 
classy and The Party Time ladies enjoyed 
every moment. We hope to be at the next 
Power Ball. 

Little Boosie 

L
ittle Boosie, a hit in the Rap 
business since the 90’s hit the 
Wichita stage at 54 West Music Hall 

March 4th and had the people of Wichita 
going crazy. The whole crowd was saluting 
him while they sang his songs.  Boosie 
knows about the struggle and shows it in 
his music. The energy in the building was 
electrifying from the packed VIP to the 
nosebleed section in the back. We were 
happy to see Boosie in concert and were 
surprised to know that he has been to 
Wichita two other times.   We thank 45th 
Street Management Group for having Party 
Time in the building.
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PartyTime

INVITE 

SHY & KANDI TO YOUR EVENT.  

 email your event info. to 

class@tcvpub.com.  

POWER BALL LITTLE BOOSIE

Josh Manning & Will Polite

Talia Gray and Queen Cheryl

Tamesha Coleman and Manning

      By Shy and Kandi
With Photos by Richard Kates 

Chelse Schrimscher, Kara Ford, Tiffany Garner, Kits 
Walker, Tisha Phillips, and Cyan Lewis

Shauntae Shaw & Jovan McClellan

Ebony Silmon and John The girls of PartyTime Kandi (L) and Shy (R) do a special 
meet & greet with members of Silk

Little Boosie takes the stage.



SILK

Silk in performance



N
ot so long ago, students in USD 
500, the Kansas City, KS Unified 
School District, were performing 

poorly in math. USD 500 is the fifth-
largest school district in Kansas and 
home to more than 20,000 students, 
with the majority of them being Black. 
Now, the students are performing much 
better in math; thanks, in part, to the 
math relays. 

The 13th Annual Math Relays were 
held March 4 at Wyandotte High 
School, Kansas City, Kansas.  It’s a com-
petition for students in USD 500, and 
more than 1,100 elementary, middle, 
and high school students competed for 
medals and prizes in this year’s event  
Nearly 50% of participating students 
were Black.   

The event began in 2004 as an 
idea to help boost students’ low math 
scores. Jarius Jones, who at the time 
was a teacher at Wyandotte, brought the 
idea for having the Relays to KCK.  

“When I came into the district [in 
2001] we were at single-digit perfor-
mances on state [math] assessments. 
One school was at 2%,” said Jones. In 
other words, at that school, only 2 in 
100 students could solve math prob-
lems at grade level.  

A Bright Idea 
In 2003 Jarius and Cecil Christwell, 

also a teacher at Wyandotte, took eight 
Wyandotte students to compete in 
Pittsburg State University’s math relays. 
Wyandotte’s team didn’t fare well. Ac-

cording to Jarius, “We got beat pretty 
good.” The students returned home de-
jected, but Jarius was excited. He knew 
competition is an excellent motivator, 
and he envisioned using math relays to 
motivate the district’s students to work 
harder in math.  

Right after the trip to Pittsburg, 
Jones and Christwell started work on 
the first KCK math relays. They worked 
with Mary Stewart, who at the time was 
their instructional coach.  (Stewart is 
now Wyandotte’s principal.) They also 
received the support of then Wyandotte 
Principal Walter Thompson and Dr. 
Cynthia Lane, who was at the time asst. 
superintendent, and now superinten-
dent, of USD 500. Lane assure Jones the 
school district would pay for all of the 
event’s expenses, and the duo were off 
and running.   

KCK’s first math relays was held at 
Wyandotte High School on a snowy 
Saturday in February 2004. There were 
450 middle and high school partici-
pants. The competitive format then is 
pretty much the same now.  Students 
answer questions from four math 
standards: algebra, geometry, number 
sense (understanding how values 
behave and understanding computation 
of problems) and data (analyzing data 
that is written or in graphs).  

Students compete individually and 
in teams of four in relays and medleys. 
In a relay one student from each team 
works on a problem for five minutes 
before handing it off to a teammate who 
does the same. This continues until 
the fourth team member is finished, or 

until time expires. In a medley, the 
team members work together on 
each problem. 

Each year, the relays have 
grown in popularity: 600 middle 
and high school students partici-
pated in the second year, 900 in 
the third, more than 1,000 in the 
fourth, and nearly 1200 this year. 
In 2014, the field was expanded to 
include 4th and 5th graders.

Math Relays have become a big 
deal. Each competition starts with 
an opening ceremony, and there is 
usually a dignitary in attendance. 
The mayor, school superintendent, 
and school board president have 
all attended. Marching bands per-
form, and relay participants are 
affectionately called “mathletes.”  

Jones beams with pride when 
he says there is so much cheering and 
yelling at the medal ceremonies—it 
sounds like you’re at a football or 
basketball game! 

Positive Results 
District-wide math scores are 

trending upward. Students were at 3% 
proficiency in math in1996. Scores 
were up to 40% proficiency in 2005 
and 69% in 2011. 

“I can’t attribute math relays to the 
higher scores,” Jones said, “but I think 
it [math relays] may have had some-
thing to do with those gains.” A former 
Mathlete agrees. 

Brooke Lynn Long, a sophomore at 
Johnson County Community College and 
a Wyandotte graduate, competed in the 
relays as a 7th and 8th grader at Arrow-

Educator’s Vision Helps Boost Math Scores
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By Edward Long 
The Community Voice 
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head Middle School. She also served as a 
relay volunteer during her Junior Year at 
Wyandotte High School. She admits she 
wasn’t strong in math at Arrowhead, but 
like many of her classmates, she looked 
forward to the relays. 

 “Math relays helped me gain an 
interest in math, and it was a fun way to 
compete with classmates and earn extra 
credit” noted Long. “I’m still not great at 
math, but I’m not afraid of it like I used 
to be. I’m confident enough to pursue a 
career in medicine.”

In math, American students are well 
behind students in other nations, and as a 
group, African-American students are the 
poorest performers in math in our nation.  
Addressing this problem is imperative, so 
much so that the Department of Educa-
tion under the Obama administration 
prioritized improving American student’s 
performance in math, science and 
technology.  

“In a world that’s becoming increas-
ingly complex, where success is driven 
not only by what you know, but by what 
you can do with what you know, it’s more 

important than ever for our youth to be 
equipped with the knowledge and skills to 
solve tough problems, gather and evaluate 
evidence, and make sense of information. 
These are the types of skills that students 
learn by studying science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math—subjects 
collectively known as STEM.”  From the 
Obama’s U.S. Department of Education. 

Several of the key components the 
Department of Education’s strategies for 
improving student math performance 
include:  

1. Increasing and sustaining public and 
youth engagement with STEM;

2. Improving the STEM experience for 
undergraduate students; and 

3. Better serving groups historically 
underrepresented in STEM fields. i.e. 
African Americans.  

The math relays, started by Jarius 
Jones, is exactly the kind of engaging 
math program President Obama was hop-
ing for.  Jones’ program has improved the 
math experience for KCK students.  Math 
relays are a program making a difference 
in USD 500.

DINING WITH DIABETES PROGRAM 

OFFERS HELP 
Do you have diabetes? Want to make the best choices for 

your health?  The Dining with Diabetes Program can help.  
This free 4-week program, designed especially for people 

with type 2 diabetes, will be held each Wednesday during April, 
6 p.m. at the West Wyandotte Library, 1737 N. 82nd St., KCK.  

The program, offered by the Wyandotte County Extension 
Office includes:  cooking demonstrations and food sampling, 
instructions on planning meals and snacks with delicious and 
healthy recipes, and an understanding of how diabetes affects 
your overall health. To register call  (913) 299-9300 or e-mail 
Lori Wuellner @ lwuellne@ksu.edu.

 WOMEN’S CHAMBER OFFERING 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 

NON-TRADITIONAL FEMALES 
The Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City, Kansas 

is requesting applications for 2017 Scholarships for non-tradi-
tional female (24 years and older) students.  Applicants must 
be enrolled in a post-secondary institution and reside in the 
Kansas City metro area.  The amount and the number of schol-
arships will vary based on the available funds and individual 
need.  The application deadline is 5 p.m., May 31, 2017.  For 
more information or to download the scholarship application 
go to kckwomenschamber.org.  

Kansas City Briefs 




(Above) More than 1000 students 
participated in the USD 500 math 
relays held on Sat., March 4.  The 
program, has helped signiicantly 
improve  math scores in the district.  
(Right)  Jarius Jones (L) is pictured 
with his brother Brandon McCray at 
the 2017 Black Men and Women of 
Distinction Awards Program where 
both were honored.  As a math 
teacher, Jones brought math relays 
to the district in 2004,  He is currently 
a vice principal in the Kansas City 
MO School District.  
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P
laying with hair is a girl’s thing.  
No wonder Veronica Parnell, 
the Heights High School Hair 

Club sponsor, has so many girls in her 
group.  Some of them have an interest 
in becoming cosmetologists, while 
others are there just to learn how to 
take care of their hair.  However what 
is truly unique about the club is its 
focus on natural hair.  

Parnell, who’s worn her hair natural 
for 13 years, is pleased with the 
growing interest in having healthy hair, 
and in particular natural hair.  

“We try not to talk about weaves and 
relaxers,” says Parnell who teaches 
JROTC at Heights.  “We focus mainly 
on hair maintenance.”  

While Parnell isn’t a cosmetologist, 
she freely shares the knowledge she 
gained from taking care of her own 
hair.  

Parnell, who retired from the 
military after 26-years of service, 
learned a lot about taking care of her 
hair out of necessity.  While she was 
in the service, she spent 11 years in 
Europe, where it was difficult to find 
beauticians who took care of African-

American hair.  
After Jheri curls and relaxers left her 

hair thin and damaged, she decided to 
begin her natural hair journey.  In the 
13 years she’s been natural, she’s found 
what works for her, and grown her hair 
to a length that’s six or more inches 
below her shoulders.  

She readily shares what she’s learned 
with the club members, or anybody who 
wants to learn.  

“I’m passionate about my love for 
all things natural hair and the desire 
to share that knowledge,” says Parnell. 
“There’s a lot to learn about taking care 
of your hair, natural or not.”

To help out, she’s developed 
relationships with several beauty 
schools – Crave Beauty Academy, Eric 
Fisher Academy and Paul Mitchell:the 
School.  Students from the school 
often come out to speak to the girls on 
industry trends and products.  They 
provide the club members expert 
advice, often bring along samples of 
professional products and it’s all free.

Parnell said she treats the Club 
like any other official school activity; 
students have to qualify to participate.  

If you’re on the “D” or “F” grades list, 
you can’t participate.  Grades and good 
behavior are important.  

“I kind of keep it as a mentoring 
tool,” said Parnell.  “It kind of 
motivates the girls to do what they’re 
supposed to do.”

The Club has received worldwide 
web publicity.  They were featured in 
the popular Naturally Beautiful Hair 
blog where the owner of several beauty 
product lines found them and offered to 
send them free products.  In addition, 
the girls have held several natural meet 
ups in the community, working with 
groups of women in the community and 
at McConnell Air Force Base.  

The Club is sponsoring a natural 
hair meet up on Sat., April 1 at the 
school.  Through the meet up they 
hope to help educate others about 
natural hair care.  Registration is $5 
before March 17 and $10 after.  The 
money raised from the event will be 
used on the girls.  Members of the 
community are invited to participate.  

“We have several girls who have 
an interest in going to cosmetology 
school,” said Parnell.  “Several of the 

girls will benefit from the money we 
collect.”  

The Club, which meets during study 
hall, has 40 active members.  

Wichita News

I
f you’re interested in learning 
about natural hair care the 
Wichita Heights Hair Club has 

an event you’ll enjoy.   They’re 
sponsoring a Natural Hair Meet up 
on Sat., April 1, from 1-5 p.m. at 
Wichita Heights High School, 5301 
N. Hillside.  Admission is just $5 if 
you purchase a ticket before March 
17 and $10 at the door (cash only.)  

The event, which will include 
presentations by several natural 
hair specialists, interactive hair 
workshops and give aways.  

Veronica Parnell, sponsor of the 
Heights Hair Club, said the idea for 
the event started when she arranged 
to have Naomi Fortune, a Natural 
Hair Stylist from Baltimore, MD 
come to speak to the Club.  She met 
Fortune, a Wichita native at another 
natural hair event and loved hearing 
what she had to say.  

Recognizing the growing interest 
in natural hair in the community, 
she decided to turn Fortune’s 
presentation into an event.  Although 

the Hair Meet Up remains an 
oficial USD 259 school event, the 
community is invited to participate.  

At just $5, the event is a steal.  
Parnell purposely kept the cost low 
so students could afford to attend, 
but she hopes the low costs will also 
encourage participation from the 
community.

In addition to Fortune, presenters 
at the Natural Hair Meetup include a 
texture talk with the “hair whisperer” 
Tendai Morris from St. Louis.  Morris 
has her own natural hair care line.  
Local beauty blogger and naturalista 
Kim Bowie will talk about the many 
subjects she shares on her blog 
“Soul of Beauty.”   

Light concessions will be 
available for purchase and there will 
be giveaways.  The First 100 people 
to purchase a ticket will receive a 
swag bag.  If you’re interested in 
being a vendor, booths are $50 until 
March 17 and $75 after.  To reserve 
a booth or to purchase a ticket call 
Parnell at 618-910-7968.  

Wichita Heights Hair Club Puts Focus on Natural Hair 

Club Sponsoring Natural Hair Meet-Up

McKenzie Boyd, 16, has been 
selected to represent Kansas in the 
Miss Black Teen US Ambassador 
Pageant.  This summer, she’ll join 
over 50 incredible and beautiful state 
ambassadors from across the nation in 
Orlando, FL, where she will compete to 
bring home the crown.  

Boyd, a sophomore at Northeast 
Magnet, is the granddaughter of Benita 
Chaplin and the daughter of Anthony 
Hill. She was selected to represent 
Kansas in the Miss Black Teen pageant 
late last year. 

She is being mentored by Camille 
Scott, who represented Kansas in 2016 
in the Miss Black US Ambassador 
Pageant.  It was Scott who told Boyd 
about the pageant.  

“I went online and checked the 
eligibility requirements for the pageant 
and decided, ’this sound like something 
for me,’” said Boyd.  

She particularly appreciated the 
pageants emphasis on community 
service and involvement, 
something she readily participates 
in and enjoys.  Boyd is a member 
of the NAACP Youth group, the 
AKA Jewels and she’s very involved 
in her church, New Beginnings 
Seventh Day Adventist.  

Since being crowned, Boyd has 
already presented her message 
of self-motivation and self-love to 
groups of young girls.  

“I had the opportunity to be 
distracted,” said Boyd, who grew 
up without her mother.   “I could 
have let that hinder me, but instead, I 
excelled in school.”  

Boyd plans to use her story as an 
example for others.  

“The key is self-motivation,” said an 
obviously wise Boyd, who gives props 
to her grandmother for stepping in and 

raising her.  
This cheery young lady is definitely 

motivated.  Her plan after high school 
is to attend Spellman University to 
major in Political Science with a 
Minor in African-American Studies.  
Her longer term goals are to be a 
Civil Rights Attorney and to ultimately 
run for political office and become a 



Boyd to Represent Kansas in Black Teen Pageant  

See PAGEANT page 21

McKenzie Boyd has been selected to repre-
sent Kansas in the Miss Black Teen U.S. 
Ambassador Pageant in Orlando this summer.  

(Above) Members of the 
Wichita Heights High School 
Hair Club pose for a picture 
after one of their meetings.  
(Right) Club sponsor and 
JROTC instructor Veronica 
Parnell and (R) hair club 
president Okera Corner pose 
for a picture at one of the 
natural hair meet ups they’ve 
conducted in the Wichita 
community.  
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You have a dream. We have a loan for it.

Whether it’s a new home, a new car, or a special project, we 

have the right loan and local customer service to it your 

needs. With a loan from INTRUST Bank, you can fund your 

dreams and maintain your family’s budget — a smart move 

your whole family can enjoy. 

Call us at 383-1234 or visit intrustbank.com.

     © 2017 INTRUST Bank  |  Equal Housing Lender

Anything’s possible 

with the right loan.

congresswoman or a senator.  
The Miss Black Teen U.S. Ambassador and 

Miss Black US Ambassador Pageants will be 
held July 16-23 in Orlando, Fl. At the Coronado 
Springs Resort at Walt Disney World.  Each con-
testant will compete in a preliminary community 
service presentation and private interview, fitness, 
evening gown and on-stage question competition. 

Of course, competing in pageants isn’t 
cheap.  Boyd must raise $2,000 to cover her 
basic expenses.  She’s set up a Go Fund Me Page 
“McKenzie Boyd Pageant Fees.”  If you can help, 
with even a small donation, Boyd said it will be 
greatly appreciated.  

PAGEANT, 
from page 20

APRIL 10  Leslie’s Legacy of Love Memorial 
Blood Drive and Health Fair   Book your appoint-
ment today at savealifenow.org enter sponsor code 
LESLIE. From 10 a.m . – 2 p.m. at Swope Health 
Services, 3801 Blue Parkway, Building C, KCMO. 

15   Mid-America Education Hall of Fame 
Awards & Scholarship Event at Kansas City Kansas 
Community College TEC Center.  For sponsorship 
or ticket info call Dana Sambol at 913 288-7675 or 
dsambol@kckcc.edu.  Sponsored by the Kansas City 
Kansas Community College Foundation.

29  Black and White Party  from 7 to 11 p.m. at 
the American Jazz Museum, 1616 E. 18th St., KCMO.  
Cash bar, light hors d;oeuvres, and dancing.  Spon-
sored by the Greater Kansas City Chapter of The Links, 
Inc. Tickets are $50 each.    Bring a children’s book 
for Melcher Elementary.  Proceeds will benefit the 
Links scholarship program and community projects.

Help us grow our Kansas City Calendar.  Submit 
your non-profit calendar items to us online at 
www.communityvoiceks.com or email them to us 
at cvoicekc@tcvpub.com. 

Kansas City Calendar



COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

OFFERING GRANTS  FOR 

NONPROFIT PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
Magnify is a new grant program from the 

Wichita Community Foundation intended to 
increase the potential for career advance-
ment and development for nonprofits and 
the individuals who serve these organiza-
tions. 

Requests such as board training, strategic 
planning, staff development, organizational 
leadership, and task- or field-specific needs 
will be covered. One grant per organiza-
tion per year will be awarded. Up to three 
individuals per organization can apply to at-
tend the same training. Reasonable expenses 
for travel, training costs lodging and meals 
will be covered up to $3,000 per individual. 

Expenses related to organization-wide efforts 
will be covered up to $10,000 per nonprofit. 

Requests will be reviewed on a monthly 
basis. Applications are accepted year-round. 
Find more details or apply for a grant at 
wichitacf.org/magnify. 

SUMMER CAMP 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Local youth can win scholarships to at-

tend the annual Summer of Discovery Camp 
offered at Edgemoor Recreation Center. 
The Wichita Parks Foundation’s Board of 
Directors are providing the scholarships to 
children age six to 13.

“One of our goals as a foundation is 
to improve access to park and recreation 
programs, particularly those offered in 
the summer months when kids are out of 

school”, said Brent Thomas, President of 
Wichita Parks Foundation.  

Scholarships will be awarded only to 
youth based on family income guidelines 
during the ongoing application process. 
Applicants will be notified of award by mid-
April.  Attendees must be registered to attend 
SOD at Edgemoor Recreation Center and be 
in good standing. Preference will be given 
to children attending all 10 weeks of the 
program. The scholarship will pay program 
fees at the following rates:
•Upto50%ofprogramfeesfor1stChild
•Upto75%ofprogramfeesfor2ndChild
•100%ofprogramfeesfor3rd+Child(ren)

Family is defined as immediate family 
members residing at the same address For 
more information email, info@wichitaparks-
foundation.org. 



Wichita Community Briefs 



Bowen, Jr., John Edward, 50, died 
2/21/17.  Service was held 3/4/17 
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  He 
is survived by: daughters; LaQuita 
Crayton, Domonique Bowen, sons; 
John E. Bowen, III, Cameron Willis, 
Edward Bowen, Nyron Bowen, Keves 
Bowen, sister; Levolia Glover, Regina 
Glover-White, Tina J. Bowen, Dorothy 
E. Wilson, Gaila D. Smith and brother; 
Barry A. Glover, Sr. 

Brown, Richard, 52, died 3/3/17.  
Service is pending.

Chambers, Alvin B., 82, died 
3/3/17.  Service is pending.

Chessher, Bradley Paul, 46, died 
2/26/17.  He was an Electrician. 
Service was held 3/6/17 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  He is survived 
by: sons; Jordan Chessher,  Justin 
Chessher , father; Jim Cheesher, 
brother; James Chessher and mother; 
Rossie McDonald.

Houze, Bonita, 57, died 03/04/17, 
Service pending.

Johnson, Charles Percy, 61, died 
2/23/17.  Service was held 3/6/17 
at Central Christian Chapel.  He is 
survived by: Survived by: mother; 
Catherine Williams,  Sisters; Veronica 
Kwareh, Pam Bullock, Sherry Clark, 
Paula Williams-Thomas and  Earnes-
tine Gates.
Kelly, Tyrone Ralph, 69, died 
2/28/17.  He was an Automotive 
Mechanic.  Service is pending.  He is 
survived by: mother; Mildred O. Kelly, 

and father; Tyree Kelly.

Peters, Monique Nicole, 33, died 
2/27/17.  She was a Certified Nurse 
Aide.  Service will be held 3/11/17, 
10:00 AM at New Jerusalem Baptist 
Church.  She is survived by:  father; 
Keith W. Peters, mother; Karen Hood, 
daughter; La'Nyiah Peters, sisters; 
Keesha Pauler, D'Andrea McGill, 
Johnai Collins and Keonate' Peters, 
step-brothers; Warren McGill Jr. and 
Myron Peters.

Sain, Marcus I., 46, died 2/22/17.  
He was a Lawn and Landscaping 
employee.  Service was held 3/3/17 
at Greater New Testament Baptist 
Church.  He is survived by: spouse; 
Regina Hunsucker-Sain, daughters; 
LaKiyah Sain, Kiona Mariah Hun-
sucker, son; Marcus I. Sain, II, father; 
Marcus I. Sain, Sr., mother; Millie Tay-
lor, sisters; Elise Winn, Halla Tucker, 
and brother; Robert Taylor, Jr.

Simpson, Michael, 61, died 
2/21/17.  Service was held 2/28/17 
at Tabernacle Bible Church.  He is 
survived by: sisters; Sondra Simpson-
Clay and Ladonna Simpson.

Sims, Cleave E., 84, 
died 03/05/17.  Service 
pending.

Skillman Ermalee, 91, 
died 2/25/17.  Service is 
pending.  She is survived 
by: daughters; Stephanie 
C. Skillman and Sherry 
G. Skillwoman.

Trezvant, Keith Alan, 
62, died 2/18/17.  He 
was a Allstate Insurance 
Computer Specialist.  

Service will be held 3/10/17, 
10:00 a.m.  at Tabernacle Bible 
Church.  He is survived by: son; Mar-
cus Trezvant, Brother; David Trezvant 
and sister; Wanda Faye Trezvant.

Delmonico, Gearld, 80, died 
3/3/17.  Service is pending.

DunBack, Edward L., 50, died 
2/23/17.  Service is pending

Smith, Wayne Tobias, 80, died 
2/25/17.  Service was held 3/2/17 at 
TAAG Church.

Wyatt, Zoe, 50, died 3/1/17.  Service 
was held 3/7/17 at Living Word Chris-
tian Center.

Fry, Amy H., 93, died 2/23/17.  Ser-
vice is pending.

Grays, Ethel, 82, died 3/1/17.  Ser-
vice is pending.

Gulley, Linda Sue, 59, died 2/20/17.  
Service is pending.

Jaso, Sheila Kay, 58, died 3/4/17.  
Service is pending.

Lawrukiewlcz, Casey James, 16, 
died 3/4/17.   Service is pending.

Silva, “Baby” Alexa, newborn, died 
2/20/17.  Service was held 2/27/17 at 
Old Mission Cemetery.

Wheaton, Joyce A., 76, died 3/4/17.  
Service is pending.

McCoy, Ryan Charles, newborn, 
died 2/17/17.  No services will be 
held.

McGhee, Maxine E., 55, died 
2/28/17.  Service was held 3/3/17 at 
Bowser Johnson Funeral Chapel.

Rasdale, Guy Sheldon, 60, died 
2/14/17.  Services will be held in Los 
Angeles, Ca.

Barnes, Azzine, 85, died 2/22/17 
She is survived by: Sister, Betty Jean 
Featherston and children; Donniel, La-
Salle, Glenn, Alma Marie, and David.
Barton III, Harvey J., 56, died 2/ 1/17. 
A Memorial was held 2/10/17 at For-
est Grove Baptist Church.

Cage, Major Preston W., 60, died 
02/18/17.   Services were held 3-2-17 
at Walnut Blvd. Baptist church. He is 
survived by his three children, She-
rard . Collene  and Durran,  mother; 
Gladys Cage,  brothers; Thomas, 
Kenneth, John Willard and Andrew, 
sisters; Eva Nevels, Connie Lolita 
Sims, Teresa Massey the mother of his 
children Verlene.

Chisholm Trail Church of Christ
Come visit us, where you are a stranger but once.

Barry L. Gainey, 
Minister

Sunday Bible Class: 9 A.M.
Sunday Worship: 10 A.M. and 5 P.M.

Wednesday Bible Class: 7 P.M.

Food Pantry: 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 4-6 P.M.

Feeding the Homeless: 
Mondays in Naftzer Park 

April-November 5 P.M.

5833 E. 37th St. N. Wichita 316-683-1313
www.chisholmtrailcofc.org

“A People Pressing Toward the Mark”

Sunday School - 9:30AM

Morning Worship - 11:00AM

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:00PM

Come Join Us at 

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
2727 E. 25th N
(316) 685-1328

Roosevelt DeShazer, Sr. Pastor
1st Lady Fern DeShazer

Cliff Cross & Associates
Call 721 - 4200

$1,000 - $30,000
Top Final Expense (Burial) Insurance Policy

• Full Coverage Day One    
• Passes Tax Free to Heirs

CHILD’S POLICY

$10,000 - $50,000  
Coverage for just

14/year -  50/year
 $  $

FOR YOUR FAMILY 

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

RJ Bethea

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Bowser-

Johnson

Topeka
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See OBITS page 23



Calhoun, Leonard (Coon Dog) 
Charles Edward, 62, died 02/15/17.  
Service was held 02/25/17 at St. An-
drews Baptist Church.  He is survived 
by: daughters; LaShawnta Calhoun, Meia 
Calhoun, Clarice Hill, son; Leonard Cal-
houn Jr.,    brothers; Clearthur Calhoun, 
Bobby Hill, and sisters; Jessie Price-Bey, 
Brenda Barbee, Merlene Jordan.
 
Greene, Pastor James Arthur, 
81, died 02/07/17.  Service was held 
02/16/17 at New Seasons Christian 
Church.   He is survived by: children; 
Julie Greene-Bryant, Angela M. Greene,  
Regina E Greene, sisters; Etta Pearl 
Gardner, Deborah Greene, Audrey 
Nesby, Jo Ester Newman, Verdis Greene, 
Terri Person, Jennifer Adams, Janet 
Greene,  and brothers; Arthur Greene 
Jr., Ernest Greene, David Greene and 
Steven Greene.

Hawkins, Estella I. Scott, 91 died 
02/02/17. Service was held 2/09/17 at 
Hill View Church of God.  She is survived 
by: husband; Dock Hawkins and sister 
Bernice Gray.

Henson Sr., Supt. Arie H., 97, died 
02/20/17. Visitation services was at 
Miracle Temple C.O.G.I.C on 02/24/17. 
Funeral services followed at the Temple.  
He is survived by: wife, Mrs. Lillie Hen-
son, son; Franklin Floyd and daughters; 
Judy Yvonne and Arieta Joyce.

Richmond, Lee Miller, 88, died 
02/05/17.  Services was held at 02/11/17 
at the Living Word Church.  He is survived 
by: wife; Eva Richmond, daughters; Shir-
ley Hoogenraad, Denise Montgomery 
and son; Arthur Richmond.

Berry, Jr Baby Maurice Hakeem, 5 
months, died 02/22/17.   Service was 
03/27/17 at Thatcher’s Funeral Chapel.  
He is survived by:  parents, Maurice 
Berry, Sr. and Jovae’ Gomez
Kinney, Howard Nelson, 66, died 
02/21/17. Service was 02/27/17 at 
Thatcher Funeral Chapel.   He is survived 
by: mother; Oweda Kinney-Crutchfield, 
stepfather; Richard Crutchfield, broth-
ers; RobertKinney, Christian Kinney, 
James Kinney, Courtney Kinney, Torrie 
Kinney, and sons; Dartanion Morrison 
and Zachary Morrison. 
  
Harris, Jr., Johnnie James, 68, died 
02/04/17.   Service was held 02/13/17 
at Thatcher’s Funeral Chapel.  He is sur-
vived by: parents; Francie and Johnnie J. 
Harris, sisters: Delores Fields, Elouise 
Harris, and brothers; Charles Harris, 
Stanley Harris, and Mark Harris.

McCarary, Carla Yvetta (Wilson), 
50, died 03/02/17.   Service will be 
03/17/17 at Thatcher Funeral Chapel. 
She is survived by: husband; Michael 
McCarary, daughters; Destiny Wilson, 
Tamikia Wilson-Hooks, Sheridia Hill, 
god-daughter; Ke’Shon Henderson, 
brother; Warren Wilson, and sisters; 
Thelinthia Wilson; Vrynal Wilson-Nunn; 
Sadae Nunn, Natasha Nunn-Wilson. 

Moten, Edna Mae (Tatum) 85, died 
02/14/17.  Service was held 02/20/17 
at Metropolitan Baptist Temple.  She is 
survived by: sister, Merdis Deloris Watts, 
brothers; Wiley Joe Tatum; and Will 
Tatum, and daughters; Aloise L. Allen, 
Linda Cunningham. 

Roberts, Angie Renee, 53, died 
03/03/17.  Service pending.

Taylor, Craig Steven (CT), 62, died 
03/16/17.  Service was held 03/25/17 
at Forest Grove Baptist Church.  He 
is survived by: wife; Michelle Taylor, 
daughters; Ashley Nicole Taylor; and 
Arica Monique Taylor, brothers; James 
L. Taylor, Verlee Taylor, Leonder Taylor, 
Thomas Daniel Taylor, Daniel Lee Taylor, 
and sisters; Erma L. Taylor Moye, Alma 
J. Taylor Davis, and Jacquelyn M. Taylor 
Royal.

I
n the wonderful 
world of KCK,  
the FL Schlagle 

High School Band 
is known as the 
iercest high school 
band throughout 
the land. The FL 
Schlage High School 
Band is a nationally 
acclaimed band 
making appearances 
at such events as the 
Bayou Classic, The 
National 4th of July 
parade in DC even 
a TV appearance 
during the half-time 
show for the Atlanta Hawks. Many 
of the students have left the school 
to became world renowned artist, 
doctors, and lawyers with many of 
them giving band director Reginald 
May, credit for molding them into the 
people they are today. 

Reginald May’s roots at FL 
Schlagle run deep, in addition to 

being the band director for 24 years, 
he’s been a teacher at the school for 
35.   His students know him for this 
tough but loving teaching style but 
many of them don’t know he loves 
to put together puzzles. When he 
isn’t playing trombone for the likes of 
Janet Jackson, Seinfeld’s band, or 
the BWB Band, he is in his basement 
putting together puzzles to relieve 

stress. Each room 
in his home has a 
theme such as the 
Cowboy Room, the 
3rd World Room, 
and of course 
his favorite the 
Collectible Room 
illed with puzzles 
and Coca-Cola 
items. He says as 
much as he loves 
playing music he 
loves collecting 
and arranging his 
basement. 

So for Reginald 
his favorite spot 

besides being on the ield with his 
students during half-time is in his 
basement creating puzzles to put on 
his walls. 

Interested in sharing your favorite 
spot, with our readers.  Submit you 
name and place on our website, 
www.communityvoiceks.com, click on 
submissions  
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By Regina “Serenity” WagnerMy Favorite Spot 

May ‘s Enjoys More Than Schlagle’s Marching Band 

Thatcher Funeral 
Home

Kansas City



Contact us at

(316) 681-1155

or

guillory@tcvpub.

com

For Your Obituary 

Notices
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