
Smithsonian Channel Special 
Explores Obama’s Speeches
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A partial list of the award categories 
and 2016 winners are: 
Outstanding Comedy Series: “Black-ish
Outstanding Actor in a Comedy Series: 
Anthony Anderson in "Black-ish"
Outstanding Actress in a Comedy 
Series: Tracee Ellis Ross in "Black-ish"
Outstanding TV Drama Series: 
"Empire"
Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series: 
Terrence Howard in "Empire"
Outstanding Actress in a Drama Series: 
Taraji P. Henson in "Empire"
Outstanding Motion Picture: "Straight 
Outta Compton"
Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture: 
Michael B. Jordan in "Creed"
Outstanding Actress in a Motion 
Picture: Sanaa Lathan in "The Perfect 
Guy"
Outstanding Album: "Woman" - Jill 
Scott

Anthony Anderson, star of ABE’s 
“Black-ish” will return for a second 
year as the show host.  Beyonce leads 
the pack with seven nominations this 
year, including one for Entertainer of 
the Year.

Jan 8      Golden Globes 
Jan. 18   People’s Choice  Awards 
Jan. 29   Screen Actor’s Guild  Awards 
Jan. 29   Stellar Awards 
Feb. 11   NAACP Image Awards 
Feb. 12   Grammy Awards 
Feb. 26   Oscar’s 
March 5  I Heart Radio Awards 

April 9     Trumpet Awards 
Ma;y 21   Billboard Music Awards 
June 18   Tony Awards 
June 25   BET Honors 
Aug. 27   MV Video Music Awards  
Sept. 18  Emmy’s 
Nov. 3      Soul Train Awards 
Nov. 18    American Music Awards 

AWARDS, 
from page 13 Next Up:  

Stellar Awards 
The nominees for the Stellar Awards 
were announced last week and worship 
breakthrough artist Travis Greene, and chart-
topping soloist Tamela Mann, led the nomina-
tions with nine each.  The Stellar Awards, which 
honor the best in Gospel Music, will tape in 
Las Vegas on Sat., March 25 and premiere 
on TV One Sun., April 9, 6 p.m. CT, with encores 
at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.  In addition, the Stellar 
Award will air in national broadcast syndication 
on 170 stations in over 150 markets around the 
country from April 14 - May 7, 2017.
Erica Campbell and Anthony Carr are set to co-host the show.  
This is the 31st year for the Stellar Awards, produced by Chicago-based 
Central City Productions, which is headed by founder, chairman and CEO Don 
Jackson.  

BET Honors a Weekend Party 
The 2017 BET Awards will conclude four-days of pure fun and entertainment 
in Los Angeles, June 22-25.  The “BET Experience” appears to be designed 
to give the annual Essence Festival in New Orleans a run for its money.  The 
event includes days of activities including Sneakercon, the American Black 
Film Festival Encore, Genius Talks with industry leaders, a celebrity basketball 
game, fashion and beauty showings featuring trending fashion, hair and 
make-up designers, tons of live concerts and live on-site presentations of BET 
hit show “106 & Park.”  The BET Honors air live on Sun., June 25, at 7 p.m. 
CT.  Of course the awards program airs on BET.  

2017 Award Show Calendar   
Here’s a list of dates for the most popular American award shows.  

O
ver eight years, President Obama 
delivered more than 3,500 speeches and 
statements – officially ending with his 

era with a farewell address earlier this month in 
Chicago. His speeches ranged from redefining 
patriotism, candidly addressing race relations, 
inspiring hope and healing, and turning divisive 
moments into an opportunity for national 
unification. But which are the moments that 
history will remember? 

A new hour-long Smithsonian Channel special 
tells the story of Barack Obama, “writer in chief,” 

and takes viewers inside the defining moments 
of his political career through the prism of his 
most memorable speeches. “The Obama Years: 
The Power of Words,” narrated by actor and 
producer Jesse Williams, premieres on Mon., 
Feb. 27 at 6 p.m. 

The program looks at six benchmark 
speeches. Some were the result of careful 
planning and intensive writing; others were 
written under extraordinary pressure, often with 
Obama doing much of the writing, in the wake of 
unexpected events. 









F
or people who need vision cor-
rection, the options for being able 
to see clearly typically include 

wearing glasses or contact lenses. The 
permanent correction option of Lasik 
eye surgery is also quite popular.

Believe it or not, there is a way for 
people to go without wearing glasses 
or contacts, and it does not require 
surgery.

It is called The Freedom Sight Meth-
od or "Ortho-K" lenses. These therapeu-
tic contact lenses were approved by the 
FDA to help correct vision and reduce 
the progression of vision loss.

"This procedure has been around 
for awhile, but now with the new 
advances and technology, we have a 
much better success rate that is around 
90%. We can certainly do a wider field 
of prescriptions now," said Optometry 
Specialist Dr. Ashley Setterberg.

These customized contact lenses are 
worn while you sleep, to temporarily 
reshape the cornea and correct myopia, 
or nearsightedness.

"You only need to wear some con-
tacts as you sleep, and they work kind 

of like braces or retainers, as it molds 
your eyes as you sleep," said Setterberg.

When the patient wakes up, they can 
see clearly and be contact or glasses 
free throughout the day.

"This is especially fantastic for 
young kids, because it actually has been 
proven to slow down and maybe even 
stop myopia progression. Which means 

that this might help our children not get 
a stronger eyeglass prescription, and 
maybe even not have their eyes need 
anymore prescription at all," Setterberg.

This is a great alternative to surgery, 
and for most people the corrective 
contacts are truly visionary.

Using specially designed extended 
wear rigid gas permeable contact 
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8 Eye Retainers New Treatment to Correct Your Vision  



A
s the population of Americans 
over age 55 soars toward 70 
million over the next decade, 

more Americans are searching beyond 
avoiding wrinkles and fine lines for tips, 
foods and products that will help them 
live the lives they desire well into their 
advanced years -- and this includes 
muscle maintenance.

As people age they can lose up to 8%  
of their muscle mass each decade. Find-
ing a way to maintain muscle through 
the years has been one of the more 
elusive parts of the healthy aging quest.

“Muscle loss can really take its toll. 
Even simple movements like opening a 
jar of pickles become more difficult,” 
said medical director of NYU Langone’s 
Preston Robert Tisch Center for Men’s 
Health, Dr. Steven Lamm. “When you 
have less muscle mass, the muscles 
you have must work harder. It can be 
exhausting.”

Per Dr. Lamm, there are a few 
easy steps that can keep your muscles 
healthy as you age -- and new research 
shows there may even finally be a way to 
curb muscle loss associated with aging.

Be Active
One of the most effective ways to 

keep muscles in tip-top shape is to 
be active. Even quick exercises done 
regularly can make a huge difference 
in your muscle health. “Take the stairs 
instead of the escalator. Staying active 
can also maintain joint health,” 
said Dr. Lamm.

Feed Your Muscles
Most people know that pro-

tein is a building block for 
muscle, yet don’t get enough 
of it. Sleep also feeds muscle 
growth and recovery. “I tell my 
patients to aim for a regular 
sleep schedule of eight or nine 
hours each night to promote 
optimal muscle mass, heart 
health and brain health,” said 
Dr. Lamm.

Try a Supplement
You cannot halt aging, but 

new research shows you may 
be able to curb the muscle loss 
that comes with getting older. 
Seeral studies have identifed 
supplements that help maintain 

muscle including the antioxiddant A new, 
Pycnogenol (pic-noj-en-all) and Leucine,  
one of nine essential  amino acids. These 
supplements can help increase the 
benefits gained from activity, exercise 
and protien consumption, but do your 
homework first, before adding supple-
ments to your regular regimine.    

Tips to Curb Muscle Loss as You Age



If you feel strongly about your health cover-
age take 5 minutes today to call your Senators 
Pat Roberts and Jerry Moran.  Here's where to 
call: • Sen. Roberts - (202) 224-4774
        • Sen. Moran -   ( 202) 224-6521

Here’s what you can say: “I’m calling to urge 
you not to take away the health care from 219,000 
people in Kansas and millions of Americans 
by repealing the Affordable Care Act with no 
replacement.” 

Want to Keep Your ObamaCare?

lenses, eye doctors can re-shape the 
cornea while you sleep, so when you 
wake up and remove the lenses, your 
vision is clear all day without glasses 
or contacts. 

Nearsightedness (myopia) is a 
common vision condition in which you 
can see objects near to you clearly, but 
objects farther away are blurry.

Nearsightedness may develop grad-
ually or rapidly, often worsening during 
childhood and adolescence. Nearsight-
edness tends to run in families.

A basic eye exam can confirm near-
sightedness. You can easily correct the 
condition with eyeglasses or contact 
lenses. Another treatment option for 
nearsightedness is surgery.

Ortho-K Advantages
Non-surgical method
Available for most people
Freedom from constant corrective 
      lens wear
Better vision improvement

Ortho-K Disadvantages
Longer result time
Not a permanent solution
Higher startup cost than regular con-
tacts or eyeglasses
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O
ften going through a crisis gives you the 
courage to do things differently. This 
definitely was the case for the Urban League 

of Kansas.  
Last month, when years of United Way funding 

was discontinued and a hoped for grant fell through, 
the organization was left with few if any recurring 
sources of funds to support their operations.  It was 
a crisis situation that demanded a courageous step 
and, the organization’s board of directors took it. 

They laid off all of their staff, discontinued all 
of their programming, and decided to take a look 
at a different models for moving forward.  A core 
“vision” committee made up of a few high-powered 
board members, mulled over ideas to move forward, 
used connections to make things happen, and just 
more than a month later, the Urban League is back. 

Well, they’re not actually back.  They want the 
community to know, they never went away.  Thanks 
to dedicated volunteers, the organization never 
closed their doors.  They kept abbreviated but daily 
office hours, and the lights and the phones were 
always on.  

They have a number of success and new 
opportunities they’re ready to tell the community 
about.  Among the most exciting successes is the 
return of the League’s successful CNA Training 
Program.  Last week, the Wichita City Council 
approved the use of $150,000 from their Community 
Development Block Grant to help fund the training 
program.  The money will pay for four, eight-week 
training classes of up to 15 students each.  The first 
class is scheduled to begin Feb. 3.  

Desmond Blake, who successfully ran the 
program for the past seven years, is returning as a 
paid project manager.  Frankie Brown-Kirkendoll, an 
active League volunteer will assist with the program.  

By all indications, the City’s funding will be 
recurring.  League board members are glad to 
have the much needed program back, especially 
since it helps participants gain employment skills 
and ultimately self-sufficiency, all of which are core 
tenants of the National Urban League.

Another success, both programmatically and 
financially, is the League’s successful renovation 
and sell of a house in Northeast Wichita.  Last year, 
Wells Fargo Bank gifted the foreclosed house to the 
League under the Federal Community Reinvestment 
Act, banks can gift some houses in their foreclosure 
portfolio to community non-profits.  The League 
partnered with a local Community Development 

Corporation on the 
revitalization effort.  
The good news, is they 
were able to find a 
buyer for the house, 
located at 2344 N. 
Prince, for a nice 
profit.  

It’s the kind of 
programming the 
League hopes to do 
more of because it’s 
profitable and because 
it meets several of 
the national League’s 
programming goals:  
improving the neighborhood’s housing stock and 
converting renters into owners.  

By far the League’s biggest asset is their building, 
located at the corner of 9th and Grove in Northeast 
Wichita.  As part of their reorganization, the League 
is working to turn unused space in their modern and 
well-appointed building into a source of income.  
They’re one existing tenant, David and Lynn Gilkey’s 
Rise Up For Youth Program, have signed on to stay in 
the building. In addition, William Polite has agreed 
to move his Build Rebuild Academy, a math tutoring 
program, to the Urban League building.  

Another positive change is the hiring of Melody 
McCray-Miller as the League’s new CEO and 
president.    McCray-Miller was a long-term member 
of the League’s board and served most recently as 
board chairwoman.  McCray Miller is a former State 
Representative and Sedgwick County Commissioner, 
as well as a successful businesswoman with her 
Miller’s Beans.  She brings a wealth of experience, 
skills and contacts to the position.  

In addition, it’s obvious McCray-Miller has a 
passion for the organization.  She’s dedicated 
numerous volunteer hours to the organization during 
her years on the board and as board chair.  Her 
position as the new CEO has already been approved 
by the national office.  McCray-Miller admits she’s 
currently unpaid, but the agreement is, she will 
eventually be paid and at a fair market price.  

Her ability to get a check depends heavily on the 
league’s ability to raise rev to develop a successful 
fundraising campaign.  According to Good, his role 
is as a coach to McCray-Miller and the board.    

The organization has set a $1 million fundraising 
goal.  They expect to raise those funds via grants, 
corporate donations and memberships.  For 
February, they’re kicking of Love Your Urban League 
Membership Drive.  The goal is to raise $50,000 

from memberships.  
Memberships are $35 for seniors, $50 

for a general, $60 for an Urban League and 
Guild membership, and $125 for organization 
memberships.  

McCray Miller says, you join, “not so much for 
what you get out of it.  It’s more about making an 
investment in the community.”

One thing McCray-Miller says the board learned 
from the shutdown is that the community values the 
Urban League and does not want to see them go.  

“The membership drive gives people an 
opportunity to help keep us here working in the 
community.”  

 In December, the Urban League announced they were 
discontinuing all of their programming and laying off 
of all of their staff, all in a move to regroup and come 
back better than ever.  Well, they’re back.  

Urban League Ready to Take it to a New Level  

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

Frankie Brown-Kirkendoll  Melody McCray-Miller and Desmond Blake (not 
pictured) are the staff of the revitalized Urban League of Kansas.  The trio say 
they’re determined to take the organization to the next level.  



Love Your League 
Membership Campaign  

T
he Urban League of Kansas has a goal of 
raising $50,000 during a February Love 
Your League Membership Campaign.  If 

you love the League and what they’re doing for 
the community. donate.  

Memberships are:  
$35  Seniors 
$50 Generall membership
$60 Guild membership
$125  Organizations

  “You join, not so much for what you get out of 
it.  It’s more about making an investment in the 
community,” sayd Melody McCray-Miller, Urban 
League CEO and president.  

Mail or bring your membership dues to:
The Urban League of Kansas 
2418 E. 9th
Wichita, KS  67214
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P
res. Donald Trump is getting mas-
sive criticism from Hispanic and Civil 
Rights groups across the country, for 

being too aggressive and far reaching with 
his recently signed executive orders on im-
migration reform.   While the orders deliver 
on measures he campaigned on, there was 
one group speciically missing from his plan.  
So far, his get-tough on illegal immigration 
fails to deliver on his pledge to rescind Pres. 
Barack Obama’s 2012 directive that gave 
undocumented immigrants brought to the 
United States as children a chance to work 
her legally without getting deported. 

Another Obama Legacy
While other aspects of Trump’s immigra-

tion platform, such as building a wall along 
the border and hiring 5,000 new border 
guards will take time to implement, Trump 
could take the stark and immediate action 
and end the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, or DACA.   If he shutters the program 
altogether, hundreds of thousands of young 
people who’ve spent most of their lives in the 
U.S. could be thrown out of work, with some 
losing the ability to pay for school.

Obama’s legacy on immigration is com-
plicated. He oversaw more than 2 million 
deportations, a record number. His 2013 at-
tempt to pass immigration reform in Congress 
failed, and a 2014 attempt to extend DACA 
to parents was turned back by the courts.  
DACA was by far his most concrete immigra-
tion success with more than 750,000 young 
undocumented immigrants taking advantage 
of the plan.  

However, DACA was always vulnerable 
because it wasn’t legislation passed by Con-
gress. Obama fashioned the program using 
executive action, after multiple failed attempts 
at passing the Dream Act, a bill granting the 
same group of undocumented immigrants a 
path to citizenship. Obama said many times 
that he was limited in what he could do with-
out congressional approval.

According to recent data, about 7,000 
new DACA applications and 21,000 renewals 
arrive each month (DACA participants have to 
apply to renew their status every two years).  
Even without direct action from Trump, im-
migration analyst expect applications to come 
to a screeching halt.  

Hina Naveed, 26, was granted a two-year 
DACA permit in 2013. She was 10 when her 
family came to the U.S. to seek medical treat-
ment for her older sister. Her relatives over-
stayed their visas to continue the treatment, 
leaving Naveed undocumented and unable 

to work legally or even get a driver’s license. 
After DACA, she was able to go to nursing 
school and became a registered nurse.

She said she doesn’t regret applying for 
the program, even though she now faces an 
incoming president who may end it. “I was 
able to inally have a sense of relief,” she said. 
“Before DACA, I think I was just in a holding 
period.”

The post-Inauguration Day policy chal-
lenge already has Trump facing pressure and 
lobbying from both sides in the immigration 
debate, as hard-liners urge him to scuttle the 
program altogether while Democrats and 
some Republicans warn that doing so would 
be catastrophic for those whose livelihoods 
and education now depend on the special 
immigration status. 

 “We’re trying in a variety of different ways, 
directly and indirectly, to tell them this would 
be a disaster for 744,000 DACA recipients and 
this would be a disaster politically, because of 
all the friends and family that they have,” Sen. 
Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), who came up with the 
concept of DACA in 2010, said in an interview.

But some Trump supporters say they’re 
expecting Trump to toe the tough line he laid 
out during his presidential bid and emphati-
cally end the program on Day One.

“He needs to do something immediately 
to show that he’s serious and when he made 
his promises, he’s going to keep them,” said 
Corey Stewart, Trump’s former campaign 
chairman in Virginia. “One of the best ways 
to show that determination is to immediately, 
by executive order, terminate the DACA 
program.”

Can Congress Help?
Dreamers’ best hope could be Congress 

� though many Republicans have repeatedly 
voted to end DACA. A bipartisan group of sen-
ators proposed a bill, called the Bridge Act, 
that would maintain protections and work 
authorization for current DACA recipients 
and others who are eligible for the program. 
But that bill doesn’t provide them permanent 
protections.

“This is an awful choice for many of these 
young people. They’re desperate to be part 
of America’s future and they’re being offered 
temporary responses,” Sen. Dick Durbin (D-
Ill.), the bill’s co-sponsor, said in December. 

“In my view, the DACA executive order 
issued by President Obama was unconstitu-
tional and President-elect Trump would be 
right to repeal it,” Graham said in a statement 
on Thursday. “However, I do not believe 
we should pull the rug out and push these 

young men and women � who came out of 
the shadows and registered with the federal 
government � back into the darkness.”

The Bridge Act wouldn’t grant legal status 
to DACA recipients, but would allow them and 
others who would qualify for the program to 
maintain work authorization in a new “provi-
sional protected presence” status that would 
last for three years from the time the bill was 
enacted. It would also bar the government 
from using information collected for DACA 
for other purposes � such as deportation � 
with some exceptions for national security or 
non-immigration criminal investigations.

Trump Options
A middle-ground option would allow 

Trump to phase out the program by allowing 
existing work permits, which are issued for 
two years at a time, to expire naturally with-
out renewing them — a path recommended 
by Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.). A variation 
of this option would be to let the program 
phase out for a few months, but choose a irm 
date — for instance, the end of this year — 
when all the existing work permits would be 
declared invalid.

Or Trump could leave the program intact 
for a while, perhaps arguing that he wants to 
give Congress time to work on legislation that 
might address the Dreamers, his promise of 
a border wall, guest worker visas and related 
immigration issues.

“For people who already have the permits, 
you wouldn’t take it away from them and they 
wouldn’t be allowed to renew it, and that 
gives us time to ind a legislative solution,” 
Rubio said of his preferred method, which 
would appear to result in more and more 
permits expiring over time unless Congress 
acts. “I’m going to wait and see what the 
White House wants to do.”

According to immigration lawyers, the 
Trump administration would likely have to re-
voke each work permit case by case, serving 
notice on each of the 740,000 beneiciaries 
and giving them 15 days to submit reasons 
not to rescind their work authorization.

“That would be such a labor-intensive, 
expensive process that it is hard for me to 
imagine they’re going to do it,” said Stephen 
Legomsky, a former chief counsel at U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services under 
Obama.

While Trump — and his choice to lead 
the Justice Department, Sen. Jeff Sessions 
(R-Ala.) — declared repeatedly during the 
campaign that they think Obama’s executive 
action was illegal, they could argue there is 
precedent to allow DACA to continue for a 
while if legislative action appears to be im-
minent.

Obama’s Big Immigration Win Protected Dreamers. Now 
They’re Threatened Again.

The Dreamers: Are They Next 

T
he DREAM Act (short for Development, Relief 
and Education for Alien Minors Act) was a bill in 
Congress that would have granted legal status to 

certain undocumented immigrants who were brought 
to the United States as children and went to school 
here. Although several versions of the bill have been 
introduced in Congress since 2001, it never passed. In 
the last few years the term “DREAMer” has been used 
to describe young undocumented immigrants who were 
brought to the United States as children, who have 
lived and gone to school here, and who in many cases 
identify as American.

After failing to get the DREAM Act passed by Con-
gress, in 2012 Pres. Obama used an executive order to 
create a new policy calling for deferred action for certain 
undocumented young people who came to the U.S. as 
children. The target audience for the program, called 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals or DACA, 
was similar to those who would have been helped by 
the DREAM Act.  

DACA allows certain undocumented immigrants in 
the United States who entered the country as minors to 
receive a renewable two-year period of deferred action 
from deportation and eligibility for a work permit. The 
program does not provide lawful status or a path to 
citizenship.  

To be eligible, immigrants must have entered the 
United States before their 16th birthday and before 
June 2007, be currently in school, a high school gradu-
ate or be honorably discharged from the military, be 
under age 31 as of June 15, 2012, and not have been 
convicted of a felony, signiicant misdemeanor or three 
other misdemeanors, or otherwise pose a threat to 
national security

Who Are The DREAMers?
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What Do You Have Flu, Cold or Stomach Flu?

Healthy Living

 

W
hile each year millions in 
the U.S. are sickened dur-
ing flu season, many can’t 

distinguish between symptoms of the 
seasonal strain of the flu, a cold and 
the “stomach flu.” Knowing the differ-
ence, and how to properly treat each 
virus, can speed recovery.

Similar Yet Different
While cold symptoms come on 

slowly and are limited to the head and 
upper respiratory system, flu symp-
toms affect the whole body and come 
on quickly. Telltale signs of the flu are 
fever and body aches. However, these 
are also symptoms of stomach flu, 
which isn’t related to a flu virus at all. 
Common viruses that wreak havoc on 
the digestive system include the noro-
virus and the rotavirus. Ironically, an 
immune system weakened by seasonal 
flu can leave you vulnerable to these 
so-called stomach flu viruses.

What You Need to Know
Although high fever and body aches 

occur with both seasonal flu and 
viruses that attack the gastrointestinal 
system, these symptoms are more 
prevalent and severe in seasonal flu 
cases, and are accompanied by fatigue 
and headache. The norovirus and 
the rotavirus both get the misnomer 
“stomach flu” from primary symptoms 
being watery diarrhea, abdominal 
cramps, and nausea or vomiting. Fever 
and body aches can also occur but are 
milder.

No matter what the cause of a fever, 
it’s best to monitor your temperature. 
See a healthcare professional if a fever 
is too high or lingers for days.

Treatment -- Stomach Flu 
For stomach flu, stop eating solid 

food for a few hours. This will help 
settle your stomach. Then -- stick to 
foods that are easy to digest, such 
as toast, gelatin, bananas, rice and 
chicken -- avoiding fatty or spicy 
options. Stop eating if nausea occurs. 
Additionally, ibuprofen may upset the 
stomach, and anti-diarrheal medica-
tions may slow down the elimination 
of the virus. Trust the body’s natural 
process.

Treatment -- Cold 
Since there is no cure for the com-

mon cold, treatment has two goals: to 
make you feel better and to help you 
fight off the virus.

Lots of rest is the key treating a 
cold. You may find you need 12 hours 
of sleep each night, so don’t set that 
alarm. You’ll be most comfortable in 
a warm, humid environment. It’s also 
important to stay hydrated by drinking 
lots of water and avoiding alcohol and 
caffeine. This makes mucus flow more 
freely and helps with congestion.

No specific treatment exists for the 
virus that is causing your cold, but in 
treating the symptoms you can find 
relief.   See the recommendations for 
specific symptoms in the next section.  

Treatment -- Flu  
How you treat a flu depends on the 

symptoms, which may be similar to 
cold symptoms.  Try only to treat the 
symptoms you have and avoid over 
medicating.  Here are some specific 
treatments for the identified symp-
toms. 

Stuffy or Runny Nose   Decon-
gestants come in oral or nasal spray 
forms. Decongestants are used to 
reduce swelling in the nasal passage-
ways. However, nasal spray deconges-
tants should not be used for more than 
a few days because, if they are used 
too long and then stopped, they can 
cause rebound symptoms.

If you have a runny nose, postnasal 
drip, or itchy, watery eyes -- then an 
antihistamine may be helpful for your 
flu symptoms. Antihistamines block 
the effect of “histamine,” and help 
relieve such annoying symptoms as 
sneezing, itching, and nasal discharge.

Decongestants can increase blood 
pressure and heart rate.  If your blood 
pressure is well controlled with medi-
cations, then a decongestant shouldn’t 
be a problem as long as you monitor 
your blood pressure. This may not be 
true, however, with certain types of 
blood pressure medications. Check 
with your doctor or pharmacist about 
safety.

Over-the-counter antihistamines 
often make people drowsy, whereas 
decongestants can make people hyper 
or keep them awake. Keep in mind 
that both decongestants and antihis-
tamines can interact with other drugs 

you may be taking, and they may ag-
gravate some conditions. Talk to your 
doctor or pharmacist about which flu 
symptom treatment is best for you.

Cough  An occasional cough may 
clear the lung of pollutants and excess 
phlegm. A persistent cough should 
be diagnosed and treated specifically. 
On the pharmacy shelf, you’ll find 
numerous cough medicines with vari-
ous combinations of decongestants, 
antihistamines, analgesics/antipyretics, 
cough suppressants, and expectorants. 
Ask your pharmacist which combina-
tion, if any, would be appropriate for 
your cough.

Body Aches Children should avoid 
aspirin. Acetaminophen (Tylenol) 
or medicines like ibuprofen (Advil, 
Motrin) and naproxen (Aleve) are 
over-the-counter options for fever and 
pain relief. Each medication has risks. 
Check with your doctor or pharmacist 
as to which medication may be suit-
able for you.

Be careful not to overdose! These 
drugs are often mixed in with other 
multi-symptom cold and flu remedies 
you may also be taking. They may also 
be ingredients in other prescription 
medicines you may be taking. Your 
pharmacist can help you check for 
drug ingredients and interactions.

Sore Throat?  Drinking lots of flu-
ids and using salt water gargles (made 

by 
combin-
ing a cup 
of warm 
water 
and a 
teaspoon 
of salt) 
can often 
be help-
ful for 
easing 
the pain 
of a sore 
throat. 
Over-the-
counter 
pain 
relievers 
and medicated lozenges and gargles 
can also temporarily soothe a sore 
throat. Get your doctor’s approval 
before using any medications, includ-
ing over-the-counter drugs, and don’t 
use lozenges or gargles for more than 
a few days. The medications could 
mask signs of strep throat, a bacterial 
infection that should be treated with 
antibiotics.

Antiviral drugs  Antiviral flu drugs 
are taken to decrease the severity and 
duration of flu symptoms. In some 
cases they may be used to prevent flu. 
They are best taken within 48 hours of 
the onset of symptoms, but they may 

still offer benefits if taken later. Talk 
to your doctor about your health situ-
ation because most antivirals do have 
side effects.

Antibiotics cannot help flu symp-
toms. The flu is caused by a virus, and 
antibiotics only treat bacterial infec-
tions. Taking antibiotics needlessly 
may increase your risk of getting an 
infection later that resists antibiotic 
treatment. If you get a secondary bac-
terial infection with the flu virus, your 
doctor may prescribe an antibiotic to 
treat the secondary infection.  

  Source Statepoint news and 

Webmd.  

New Herpes Vaccine Tested

A
pproximately 500 million 
people around the world 
are infected with the genital 

herpes virus known as herpes sim-
plex virus 2 (HSV2). A vaccine that 
could bring an end to this global 
pandemic is needed desperately, 
yet no candidate vaccine has ever 
performed well in clinical trials. 
Now scientists at the University 
of Pennsylvania have shown that 
a new type of vaccine provides 
powerful protection in standard 
guinea pig and monkey models of 
the infection.

The new “trivalent” vaccine 

induces antibodies against three 
different parts of the virus, includ-
ing two components that normally 
evade immune attack.

“It’s a novel strategy, and it 
works beautifully,” said Harvey 
M. Friedman, MD, a professor of 
Infectious Diseases at Penn. “I 
know of no other HSV2 vaccine 
candidate with published results 
that are as promising as this 
study.”

The findings, reported today 
in PLOS Pathogens, are likely to 
lead to human clinical trials of the 
vaccine.

The public health burden from 
genital herpes is enormous. In the 
United States alone, researchers 
estimate that approximately one in 
six people age 15 to 49 have the 
infection. In some parts of Africa, 
more than half the adult popula-
tion is thought to be infected. Aside 
from the direct burden on adults, 
HSV2 can cause devastating and 
often lethal infections of infants 
born to infected mothers. HSV2 
infection also greatly increases the 
likelihood of HIV transmission and 
thus accounts for much of the HIV 
public health burden as well.







I
n 2016, the newly formed Kansas Black 
Leadership Council proposed a Same (or 
Election) Day Voter Registration as a way 

to increase voter participation and as a way to 
address the state’s growing suspended voter 
registration list.  

Same-Day Registration (SDR) allows eligible 
voters to register to vote and cast their ballot on 
the same day. In the 2014 elections, voter par-
ticipation averaged 12% higher in the 15 states 

plus the District of Columbia where Election Day 
registration is allowed by law.    

Pioneered by Maine, Minnesota, and Wis-
consin in the early-to-mid-1970s, fifteen states 
(California, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Minne-
sota, Montana, New Hampshire, North Carolina, 
Wisconsin, and Wyoming) and the District of 
Columbia have Same Day Voter Registration.  

IN 2016, KBLC pushed for and helped intro-

duce Same Day Voter Registration Bills in both 
the Kansas House and Senate, however the bills 
gained little traction.  This year, the American 
Civil Liberties Union has picked up the mantle in 
support of the bill and has helped gain a growing 
coalition of organizations who support the bill.  

Again this year, KS Rep Gail Finney and KS Sen 
Oletha Faust-Goudeau have introduced Same Day 
Voter Registration bills in the Kansas House and 
Senate, respectively,   The bills are among several 
introduced this year to begin to peel back the 
voting rights constraints passed during the

 past few sessions by the legislature’s con-

A reform to the state’s voter registration laws originally proposed by the 

Kansas Black Leadership Council in the 2016 legislative session is getting 

a lot of attention this year.  

Kansas Black Leadership Council Voter Bill Reintroduced 
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Former Kansas Treasurer Dennis McKinney is among a half dozen individuals who hope to be the 
Democrats candidate for the 4th Congressional Seat vacated by Mike Pompeo.  

See KBLC page 6

State News

G
et ready to go to the polls April 11 

Voters in the 4th District in south central 
Kansas will choose a new member of Con-

gress on April 11.
Republican Mike Pompeo officially stepped 

down Monday after he was confirmed as the new 
director of the CIA. Gov. Sam Brownback signed 
an order Tuesday setting the date for the election. 
Brownback says he chose the earliest Tuesday 
available under state law.

According to authorities, this election will be 
the state’s first special congressional election since 
1950.  

In one of their first actions of the 2017 session, 
Kansas lawmakers updated the state’s special 
election laws in anticipation of Pompeo leaving the 
seat. The updates extend the window for the elec-
tions from 45 to 60 days to 75 to 90 days after the 
governor declares a vacancy.  

The lawmakers and the time extension also 
makes it easier for military members to vote 
absentee.  Democratic and Republican parties have 
25 days to meet and pick their party’s nominee.  

Who Will Replace Pompeo 
A number of familiar politicians have already 

said they’re interested in replacing Mike Pompeo.  
In this shortened election process, there will 

not be a primary.  Each party has 25 days to hold 
a convention and delegates will vote to decide who 
will be their candidate for the position.  When 
they changed the special election laws earlier this 
month, lawmakers also made it easier for indepen-
dent candidates to get on the ballot by requiring 
them to gather only 3,000 signatures.  So, there 
could be numerous candidates on the ballot.  

One thing for certain, is all of the candidates 
have only a short time to campaign.  Many of 

those interested in replacing Pompeo have already 
started campaigning.

"You also have to think ahead and be ready 
to hit the ground running," says Kansas Trea-
surer Ron Estes, who is a potential Republican 
candidate. "That's why it's kind of important from 
a Republican perspective that we have a candidate 
who's used to running elections and able to win. 
That'll help us to retain the seat as a Republican 
seat."

Other Republicans who’ve expressed an inter-
est in the position include Wichita attorney and 
businessman George Bruce, Wichita City Council-
member Pete Meitzner, conservative attorney Alan 
Cobb, conservative radio talk show host Joseph 
Ashby and Ron Estes have all expressed interest in 
running as the Republican candidate in a special 

election, which would be held after Pompeo's 
resignation.

Former Congressman Todd Tiarht, who previ-
ously held Pompeo's Congressional seat, is run-
ning and says he has the necessary support.  

On the Democratic side, repeat candidate 
Robert Tillman has expressed an interest in run-
ning.  Tillman lost in a tight primary to the even-
tual 2016 Democratic candidate Dan Giroux.  On 
his Facebook page, Giroux has put out some test 
balloons, but hasn’t announced a run.  Other 
announced candidates include Charlie Walker an 
Andover police officer, civil rights attorney Jim 
Thompson and Laura Lombard, a Kansas native 
and current Washington D.C. Consultant.

Former Kansas Treasurer Dennis McKinney ap-
pears to be the Democratic front runner.  

Date Set For Election to Replace Pompeo

I
t’s still early in the Kansas Legislative 
session but there’s already a lot of things 
worth keeping your eye on and reaching 

out to your legislators about.    

Beer and Wine in Grocery and C-Stores  A 
coalition of grocery and convenience stores 
is once again trying to change how Kansan’s 
buy their liquor.  Under their proposed bill, 
grocery and convenience stores would gain 
the right to sell wine and beer above 3.2% 
alcohol.  Liquor stores would remain the only 
outlet for “spirits.”  In addition, liquor stores 
would be able to begin selling other items as 
long as they didn’t amount to more than 20% 
of their income.  This change would make 
liquor stores a more complete “entertainment” 
outlet by allowing them to add items like ice, 
mixers, snacks and cigarettes to their retail 
mix.  

Medicare Expansion  A coalition of Kansas 
non-proits and hospitals gained little traction 
last year on a bill that would expand Medicaid 
in Kansas to individuals in the gap – those 
who make too much to qualify for Kansas 
Medicaid and those who make too little to 
qualify for coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act.  

There’s about 150,000 Kansans who fall 
in this gap.  Kansas is one of 19 states that 
voted not to accept Federal government as-
sistance and expand its Medicaid program.  

Repeal Campus Carry   Bills have been 
introduced in both the House and the Senate 
to stop the campus carry portion of the con-
cealed carry law due to go into effect July 1.  
After this date, universities in Kansas would 
not be able to restrict irearms on campus 
even though all of them oppose it.  The 
bills, one introduced by Sen Oletha Faust-
Goudeau, strikes the effective date from the 
bill and continues things as they are.  

Balancing the Budget Fiscal analysts are 
projecting a $350 million shortfall in this 
year’s Kansas budget and the Legislature 
must act quickly to ind a way to close that 
gap.  Some of the ways being discussed 
are an across the board cut to the Kansas 
budget, which could have a major effect on 
Kansas Schools.  Governor Brownback has 
proposed raiding more of the Kansas cash 
reserves, including long term investment fund 
with $343 million in it.  In this case, Kansas 
would be loaning Kansas money to get 
through its inancial problems.  
Reversal of Tax Cuts  A hearing has already 
been held to consider repealing the tax 
exemption for  limited liability corporations 

Making Moves in 
The Legislature

See MOVES page 6



R
eporting potholes, downed tree 
limbs, missing street signs and 
other maintenance problems 

just became easier in the City of 
Topeka thanks to a free smartphone 
app – SeeClickFix Topeka that allows 
residents to make quick and easy 
service requests to the City. Users 
have the option to take photos of the 
issue they want fixed. It is available 

on the Google Play and iTunes stores.
The City hopes to receive three 

things from the SeeClickFix app, 
said Interim City Manager Doug 
Gerber: First, to get feedback from 
our citizens. Second, to help educate 
citizens about City services. And third, 
to streamline our efforts to provide 
timely and transparent services to our 
citizens.  

MOVES, 
from page 5

beginning Jan. 1, 2017.  The cuts were at 
the heart of Gov. Brownback’s trickle-down 
economics theory.  Opponents of the tax cut say 
it led the state to where it is today, facing more 
than $1 billion in projected shortfalls through 
the end of iscal year 2019. The cut, approved 
in 2012, exempted roughly 330,000 businesses 
from paying income taxes.

Penalt ies for  Cr imes Against  Law 
Enforcement Officers   Kansas Attorney 
General Derek Schmidt introduced a bill to 
increase criminal penalties for crimes that 
target law enforcement oficers. Current law has 
enhanced penalties for speciic crimes targeting 
oficers, such as assault, battery or irst degree 
premeditated murder. The new legislation applies 
to any law against an oficer on duty or because 
of his status as an oficer, and enhances the 
severity of the crime by one level.  
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HOME HEALTH CARE & 
IN-HOME CARE OPTIONS
“Providing a Full Range of 
Services to meet your Health 
Care needs . . .” 

Let “LovingTouch” contact 
your Insurance Provider for 
You. 

 Call (316) 269-3368 TODAY!!

Providing a full range of services including:

   

1631 E 17TH ST N  

Wichita, KS 67214

Phone: 316-269-3368

Fax:     316-269-2744  

CARE GIVERS     

•Light Housework      
•Companionship  
•Shopping & Errands   
•Local Transportation                  
•Meal Preparation                   
•Laundry                    
•Toileting	 	 																	
•Medication Reminders 

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

•RN’s & LPN’s FOR
•Medication/Special 
       Assessment 
•Physical Therapy & 
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty Nursing
•Medication Set-Up

•HHA’s for Assistance with
•Bathing                   •Medication Reminders

past few sessions by the legislature’s 
conservative majority.  Among those bills in 
the Kansas SAFE Act, which requires people 

KBLC, 
from page 5

T
his session, a coalition of moderate Republicans and Democrats could make a move 
to reverse the restrictive election laws approved during the past few sessions by a 
much more conservative legislature and pushed through by Republican Secretary of 

State Kris Kobach.  
Expect the Democrats to at least propose a repeal of the state’s requirements to:

•Show an identiication to vote, 
•Provide proof of citizenship to register to vote, and 
•Take away the power of Sec. of Sate Kris Kobach to prosecute people who vote fraudu-
lently, and 
•Reduce the penalty for “voter fraud” from a felony to a misdemeanor.  

A bill introduced last year at the encouragement of the Kansas Black Leadership Council 
is also getting a lot of attention.  This bill, designed to counteract some of the state’s restric-
tive voting laws, would allow individuals to register to vote on Election Day.  

Voting Rights Advocates Seek to 
Reign in Kansas Election Laws  

registering to vote in Kansas to show proof 

of citizenship.  
Bonita Gooch, KBLC president says the 

organization envisioned SDR as a way to 
help combat the constraints of the SAFE Act.  

“For most Kansas attempting to register, 
providing proof of citizenship is an extra 
step too many forget to complete,” said 
Gooch.  It’s a point that was supported 
by a list of nearly 40,000 individuals who 
attempted to register in Kansas in 2016 but 

failed to turn in their proof of citizenship.  
“However on Election Day, motivated to 
vote, if they can get out their ID, proof of 
citizenship and show up at the poll, that 
extra step has been eliminated,” said Gooch.  

Gooch said she hopes this new less 
conservative legislature and a series of 
lawsuits limiting the reach of the Kansas 
SAFE Act will help get through some 
supportive voter rights bills like SDR 
through this year’s legislature.  





T
he Kansas Department of Revenue 
announced that taxpayers 
receiving a 1099G form will soon 

receive a corrected document in the 
mail.
Monday, the department discovered 

some of the 1099Gs sent out for the tax 
year 2016 listed refund amounts that 
did not match the amount the taxpayer 
actually received.
The department has confirmed a small 

number of taxpayers received forms 
listing incorrect refund amounts, but to 
ensure accuracy all of the approximately 
380,000 forms will be reissued.

Taxpayers who received a 1099G from 
the Kansas Department of Revenue 
should destroy the form; they will 
receive a new and corrected form in the 
mail automatically. The new forms will 
be marked CORRECTED on the form and 
envelope and will be mailed by Monday, 
Jan. 31.

Taxpayers receive a Kansas 1099G if they 
received a payment or compensation from 
the state such as unemployment, refunds, 
credits, or offsets. Those who received 
a 1099G from the Kansas Department of 
Labor for unemployment payments are not 
affected by the issue.

State to Resend Correct 1099s



Regional Calendar 
FEB. 17  Unified Government Black History 
Lecture   Around this year’s theme, “Power, 
Perception and Prejudice; What’s Goin’ On” the 
KCK Unified Government will feature Jane Elliott 
at a free lecture on the “Anatomy of Prejudice” at 
Memorial Hal, 600 N. 7th St, 6 – 8 p.m. Elliott, an 
anti-racism activist, and educator, is known for 
her "Blue eyes–Brown eyes" exercise, that was was 
turned into a film “The Eye of the Storm.” 

FEB 18 25th Annual Unified Government 
Black History Scholarship Banquet Anti-racism 
activist Jane Elliott will deliver the keynote message 
“Power, Perception, and Prejudice” during the 
Black History and Scholarship Banquet at the Jack 
Reardon Convention Center, 500 Minnesota Avenue, 
6 p.m.  Scholarships will be presented to local col-
lege students and there will be an award presenta-
tion to acknowledge a local black entrepreneur. 
Tickets for this event are $50.

To purchase tickets contact Deasiray Norris at 913-
573-5110 or BlackHistoryCommittee@hotmail.com.

FEB 23  Setting the Stage  Setting the Stage is 
an interactive walk through of African-American 
dance history and features talented local and 
national artists.   This multi-media program 
combines live performance with narrated slide 
presentations about historically important dancers 
and choreographers including Katherine Dunham 
and Alvin Ailey.  This free event, sponsored by KC 
Friends of Alvin Ailey, will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Gem Theater, 1615 E. 18th St., KC, MO.  

FEB 4  Chautauqua at Nicodemus  Chautauquas 
were a popular early 20th century adult educa-
tion movement with learning, laughter and human 
interaction.  Come learn from these dramatic 
presentations from actors depicting historic Kansas 
characters.  As an example, Zerina Williams and 
Barrie Tomkins portray Tom Johnson and his wife, 
former slaves of Vice President Richard Johnson 
explain their decision to move from Kentucky to 
Nicodemus.  This free event begins at 1 p.m. at the 
Nicodemus National Historic Site Visitor Center. 

Topeka Releases Citizens Service App 



Submit your calendar items online @ www.communityvoicekc.com 

or email us at cvoicekc.com
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Wichita Community 



LIEAP APPLICATION PERIOD OPEN 

THRU MARCH 31
During the cold winter months, heating a home can be a 

financial strain. In order to ensure Kansans keep warm this winter, 
the Kansas Department for Children and Families is accepting ap-
plications for its Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) 
through March 31.  

 LIEAP provides an annual benefit to help qualifying households 
pay winter heating bills. Persons with disabilities, older adults and 
families with children are the primary groups assisted. In 2016, 
nearly 44,000 households received an average benefit of a little 
under $500.  

To qualify, applicants must be responsible for direct payment of 
their heating bills. Income eligibility requirements are set at 130% 
of the federal poverty level. The level of benefit varies according to 
household income, number of people living in the home, type of 
residence, type of heating fuel, and utility rates.  Applicants must 
demonstrate that they have made payments on their heating bill 
two out of the last three months. Those payments must be equal 
to or exceed $80 or the total balance due on their energy bills, 
whichever is less. 

 For more information call 1-800-432-0043 or www.lieap.dcf.
ks.gov. 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  AND 

PARENTS INVITED TO LINKS 

LEADERSHIP U 
High school students and their parents are invited to the 5th An-

nual African American High School Leadership Conference on Sat., 
Feb 4 from 9 a.m. -2:30 p.m. at Butler County Community College 
Andover Campus, 715 E. 13th St.   This year’s theme is:   Empow-
ering our Diverse Students for Community and Global Leadership.   
It’s that time again!  

Inspiring and engaging presenters will interact with participants 
regarding preparation  for college and scholarships, entrepreneur-

ship and professional image, utilizing technology effectively, and a 
conversation on how to use their diverse life experiences to effect 
change in their community and become global leaders.   There 
will also be informational sessions for parents including:  Helping 
Your Student to Own Their Success and Empowering Your Teen to 
Understand Society’s Incomplete Messages

Registration for this event is free and includes breakfast, lunch 
and t-shirts for all participants.    To register go online to event-
brite.com the Wichita links.  

GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALE 

STARTS FEB. 11
 The annual Girl Scouts’ Cookie sale begins Feb. 11 and runs 

through March 19.  This year the Girl Scouts introduce their ninth 
cookie variety, S’mores.  This new cookie is a crispy graham cookie 
double-dipped in crème icing and finished with a chocolatey 
coating.   Rounding out the 2017 Cookie Lineup are:  Thin Mints, 
Caramel deLites, Peanut Butter Patties, Lemonades, Peanut Butter 
Sandwiches, Shortbreads, Thanks-A-Lots, and the gluten-free.  This 
year the cookies are $4 per package with all proceeds staying in 
Kansas to support Girl Scouting.  

Girl Scout Cookies not only help girls earn money for fun, 
educational activities, camping, and community service projects, 
they also play a role in transforming girls into G.I.R.L.s (Go-getters, 
Innovators, Risk-takers, Leaders) as they learn life skills that set 
them up for success.

This is the 100th anniversary for the Girl Scout Cookie Program. 

WSU OFFERING NEW CERTIFICATE IN 

CYBERSECURITY 
Responding to industry demand, Wichita State University’s Col-

lege of Engineering is launching programs in cybersecurity at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels.

Cybersecurity has been identified by the South Central Kansas 
Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth (BREG) as an area for 

employment growth in the region.
“This degree is for individuals who want to be part of the future 

workforce securing cyber infrastructure from small business to 
national security levels,” said Deepak Gupta, program director for 
engineering technology.

Beginning fall 2017, undergraduate students may pursue an 
engineering technology bachelor’s degree with a concentration in 
cybersecurity. The degree program covers a combination of techni-
cal and business aspects of cybersecurity through a combination of 
coursework from the College of Engineering and the Barton School 
of Business.

Nationally, 209,000 cybersecurity jobs are unfilled, and job 
postings are up 75% over the past five years, according to a 2015 
analysis of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OFFERING FREE WORKSHOPS  
“How do I get started on this?” is a common question of individu-

als beginning research on their family genealogy.  To help answer 
that question, the Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 
Library have planned a series of free public workshops.   Available 
workshops include:  

Sat., Feb, 11 & Mar, 11, 1 p.m. Genealogy DNA
Tues., Feb. 14, 1:30 p.m. Data Standardization  Learn to create a 

set of standards for your data entry so analyzing the genealogical 
data and reporting will be easier.  

Sat., Feb. 18 & Mar. 18 , 10 a.m. Genealogy on the Internet 
Sat., Feb. 25 & Mar. 25, 1 p.m. Afro-American Research
Tues., Mar. 14, 1:30 p.m.  Evernote  A video class by L L Cooke on 

using a specific techniques to improve your research. 
Each class includes discussion and direction by a library vol-

unteer.  The Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society Library is 
located at 1203 N. Main, Wichita, 316-264-3611.  Regular hours 
are Tuesday and Saturday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Membership is not 
compulsory but a $2 fee per half day is requested.  

Community Briefs

B
lack Girls have rocked even before the  hashtag associated 
movement.  It’s a fact that’s been amplified by the hit movie 
“Hidden Figures” that tells the story of Black women math 

geniuses at NASA and by the eight women being honored at the inau-
gural Black Butterflies Award Banquet, on Fri., Feb. 10, 7-9 p.m. at 
the Murdock Theater, 558 N. Broadway.  

The Black Butterfly honorees include a mix of entrepreneurs, 
educators, managers, evangelists, elected officials and technical pro-
fessionals. They were selected because they are excellent role models 
for Black girls aiming high, says Janice Hardeman, who organized 
the awards banquet as a fundraiser for the Katherine Johnson Scholar 
Sisters Club.  The club, promotes interest in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math careers in its 4th and 5th grade members.  

The Club is named after Katherine Johnson, one of the women 
featured in “Hidden Figures.”  Working with math instructor William 
Polite, the members are building their math skills.  Hardeman makes 
sure the girls are introduced to positive role models and exposed to 

enriching events in the community.  
Proceeds from this event will help the members attend an all-girls 

summer math and engineering program sponsored by the National 
Society of Black Engineers.  

So impressed by the group and their programming, University 
of Kansas Chancellor Bernadette Gray Little agreed to be the event 
keynote speaker.  Dinner is being provided by Outback Steakhouse.  
Tickets are $20 in advance and $30 at the door.  

The Black Butterfly honorees are:  
Arneatha Martin is the founder and former CEO of the Center for 

Health and Wellness (now Health Core).  
Bonita Gooch has lead and directed the The Community Voice 

newspaper for 20 years.  
Lavonta Williams  is nearing completion of her second and final 

term on the Wichita City Council.  
Lillian Dukes has put her BS  and MS degrees in Electrical 

Engineering to good use in her 20 year career in aerospace industry 

management.  
Mother Dilce Polite is an evangelist and 

associate pastor at Tabernacle Bible Church, 
she has focused on prison ministry.  

Sen. Olthea-Faust-Goudeau the first 
African-American female to serve in the 
Kansas Senate is a powerful advocate for her 
constituents.   

Sandra Rankin a retired school psy-
chologist and strong community advocate for 
voter empowermentand financial literacy.  

Teresa Barfield a long-term successful retail business woman.  
Jo Brown served as the 1st African American female USD259 

School Board member.
Tickets to the event can be purchased by calling Hardeman at (316) 

210-0270 or online @ paypal.me/kjscholarsisters or Great Plains 
Credit Union, 3100 E. Central. 

KU Chancellor to Speak at First Black Butterflies Award Banquet

Gray-Little
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More News and EVENTS
From the community’s perspective

Sat., April 29 , 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

Financial Freedom Expo 
“Say Yes to the Next Level”  
An informative and uplifting conference with 

workshops and speakers to help you 

take your inances to “The Next Level.”
Location Pending 

Sat., May 13, 11:30 a.m. 
Heart of a Mother Luncheon 

This Pre-Mother’s Day Event is 

a great outing for mom.  Enjoy 

lunch and a fashion show 

featuring our look-a-like inalist.
It’s a new approach to our 

annual Heart of the Matter 

heart health awareness event.  

Get Yours Now

Mother and Daughter 

Look-a-Like Contest  
The People Choice 

Awards Return Plus loads 

of great prizes.  

Our 

8th Annual 

Heart of a Mother

Entry deadline April 27
Entry instructions 
availiabe March 23 

2016 Winners

Online @ www.communityvoiceks.com 

Tickets are $25/person 

MidAmerica Indian Center  

www.mhrsi.org

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

2644  N. ESTELLE               1022 N. GREEN

1027 N. GREEN                                         

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









Kansas CityWe’re Heading to 
As Kansas’ leading Afri-

can American publication, it 
only seems right that we’d 
head to Kansas City.  

   
BREAKING NEWS!!!! Ef-

fective with this issue, The Community 
Voice newspaper will begin distribution 
in the Kansas City area.  Home to the 
largest population of African Americans 
in the state, we felt impelled to make 
Kansas City residents, and their news, a 
part of our comprehensive news mix.  

For those of you in Kansas City see-
ing our paper for the irst time, know that 
we’re not an upstart.  The Community 
Voice is a 24 years old bi-weekly free-
distribution newspaper with a growing 
readership and a dynamic mission of 
“helping others help themselves by 
providing much needed information and 
by shining a light on positive role models 
and positive cultural images.”

Look through our pages, we think 
you’ll like what you see and yes, we’re 
different from other publications you may 
have been used to reading.  We work 
hard to deliver our readers a consistent 
high quality publication with news they 
can both use and enjoy.  We’re not all 
serious, were about having fun, but we 
don’t ignore the issues.  So, if there’s 
something we need to check into, 
make sure you let us know.  

Make sure you check us out on 
line at www.communityvoicekc.com.  
We’re also on Facebook at facebook.
com/the community voice, on Twitter 
@cvoiceks and @cvoicekc.  Each 
day, we post important breaking 
news on both locations, much of 
which never make it into our print 
edition.  So if you’re not following us 

electronically, you’re 
missing a lot. 

If you don’t want to 
miss our publication feel 
free to subscribe and 
we’ll mail you a copy.  
Also, signup to be on our email list 
and every two weeks we’ll send to direct 
to your email an electronic version of 
the latest edition.  You can sign up for 
the email list on our website and on 
Facebook.  

For our long term readers in Wichita 
and our growing readership in Hutchin-
son, Salina, Junction City, Manhattan, 
and Topeka, we think you’ll enjoy 
reading about things going on in the 
big KC.  To our readers in KC, we look 
forward to connecting you to our greater 
Kansas community and to making you 
a part of our dynamic state-wide group 
determined to drive positive change 
across our state.  

While our initial Kansas City distribu-
tion may be limited, give us a few weeks 
to get to know you better.  We’re putting 
together a team of dynamic Kansas 
Citians to help make this happen, but 
input from you will help make us better.  

We want to be an asset to your 
community and we’re open to partnering 
with community groups in a way that will 

help 
improve and 

empower the 
Kansas City 
community.  
Feel free to 
suggest 
locations for 
distribution and ideas for 
news we should cover.  

Advertising is how we keep this 
publication going.  So, if you have a 
business or event to promote or work for 
a corporation interested in reaching the 
AfricanAmerican community, deinitely 
reach out to us about advertising on our 
pages  and online.  

We’re excited about this new move 
and we look forward to becoming an 
important part of the Kansas City com-
munity.  

Feel free to reach me personally via 
email at cvoicekc@tcvpub.com or by 
telephone at (913) 202-0900.

Bonita Gooch 
Editor-in-Chief   

Bonita Gooch

Bonita

In our next issue 
The Reflector 

Our Black History Supplement  

Feb. 9



T
he  men of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc Eta 
Beta Lambda Chapter 

held their 3rd Annual Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. program 
on Jan. 13 at Calvary Baptist 
Church.  The keynote speaker 
was Dr. Marche Fleming Randle 
of Wichita State University.  Fea-
tured performers included the 
Silvertones and the Robinson 
Middle School Girls Choir.
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Gathering of the Badges Social Alpha’s Honor Dr. King

Wichita Women Join in Nationwide Demonstration 

W
omen – and men – of all ages, races, 
ethnicities and sexual preferences joined 
with women across the country in a 

“Sister” Women’s March.  The Women’s March 
on Washington attracted hundreds of thousands 
of women to D.C., but for those who couldn’t 
make it to Washington, more than 600 “Sister” 
marches were held around the United States and 
across the world.  

The marches, held one day after the Trump 
inauguration, were billed as the largest inaugural 
demonstration, drawing more than 1 million 
participants.  A conservative estimate for Wichita 
was 3,000 participants.  Although it was apparent 
most of the marchers don’t like Trump, it wasn’t 
billed as a march against Trump, rather a march 
“for” a variety of issues, including women’s rights.  

The signs reflected the diversity of issues 
marchers supported.  There were signs supporting 
diversity and inclusion, individuals with disabili-
ties, rights for the LGBT community, continuation 
of the Affordable Care Act, equal pay for women, 
increasing the minimum wage, and quality 
education for all.  

Wichitan LaWanda DeShazer, attended 
the rally with two friends, one of which 
held up a poster saying Black Lives Matter.  

“The way the country is going, rights 
are at stake, and women’s rights are at the 
forefront.  I’m concerned about women’s 
health care rights that Obama included 
in the Affordable Care Act.  All across the 
board, wages are low.  But if you break it 
down for women, they’re even lower,” 
said DeShazer.  “I care about the rights of 

women, but I care about the rights of everyone, 
that’s why I marched.”

The organizers worked hard to make sure the 
march attracted a diverse group of women and 
brought special attention to the unique issues of 
women of color.  

On her blog, Meera Oliva who made the trip to 
Wichita for the march, wrote, “I am marching to 
remind Donald Trump that while he may have 
been sworn in as president, almost 3 million 
more Americans voted for someone else. He has 
no mandate. And we will be watching, fighting and 
resisting him every step of the way.”

What did Pres. Trump think of the large protests?  
Of course he let the world know via Twitter.  In be-
tween tweets about his “long standing ovations” at 
CIA headquarters and his inauguration’s television 
ratings, he tweeted.  “Watched protests yesterday 
but was under the impression that we just had 
an election!” Mr. Trump wrote. “Why didn’t these 
people vote? Celebs hurt cause badly.” 

W
ichita’s first responders 
kicked-off 
the King 

Holiday weekend 
on Friday evening 
with “A Gathering of 
the Badges Social” 
at 40 Plus Lounge 
on Jan. 13. The 
gathering was for all 
retired and present 
city of Wichita and 
Sedgwick County 
Po l ice ,  Sher i f f, 
Fire Fighters, Code 
Enforcement, De-
tention, BOE, and 
City-County-State Probation Officers 
and their guests.  The event included 
a cash bar, music, and door prizes. 
A delicious barbecue buffet was 

provided free of charge.  

PHOTOS: 
1. Markeyla Barry and Sharon O’Neill 
marched in solidarity.  2. “Women’s 

Rights ARE Human Rights,” declares 
Diane Rayzer  3. Kansas State Senator 
Oletha Faust-Goudeau was excited 

to be a part of the event.  4. LaWanda 
DeShazer, Donna Johnson and Sheila 
Blackmon made sure they were part 

of the historic march. 5. Reva Wallace 
and her daughters, Jillian and Malia  
came out to march for women.

21

3
4 5

PHOTOS
1. AKA Pearl Alexi Overton & Miss 
Fashionetta Angel Warrior  enjoyed 
the tribute to Dr. King.  2.  Dr. 
Fleming-Randle addresses the 
crowd. 3.  National oratory winner, 
Kenon Brinkley, moved the audi-
ence with his words.  4. Young men 
of Beautillion served as ushers. 

1 2

3 4

PHOTO:
(L-R) Fire Fighter, Joe Barber, 
Retired, WPD Lt, Riley Williams, 
Retired Oficer, Zora Graves and 
Retired Chief Prevention Oficer 
Bob Thompson

Photos by The Community Voice 

Photos by PictureMan









Kansas City Area Concerts
Feb. 4 Center Stage Comedy 
Tour, featuring Sommore, Arnez J, 
Bruce Bruce, Don Curry & Felipe 

Esparza will be performing at Music 
Hall, 301 W 13th St, Kansas City, MO. 
Tickets Start at $54  

Feb. 8 Ladysmith Black Mambazo, 

a South African male choral group that 
sings in the vocal styles of isicathamiya 
and mbube. will be performing at 
Kauffman Center for the Performing 
Arts 1601 Broadway, Kansas City, MO.  
Tickets are $29-$49.

Feb 13 Run the Jewels: Run the 
World Tour with The Gaslamp Kill-
er, Gangsta Boo, Nick Hook and 
Cuz,  will be at Arvest Bank Theatre at 
the Midland  1228 Main St, Kansas City, 
MO Tickets start at $26.50.

Feb. 25 Katt Williams will be per-
forming at Municipal Auditorium 
301 W 13th St, Kansas City, MO. 
Tickets start at $54.  

Mar. 16 Charlie Wilson, Fantasia, 
Johnny Gill and Solero will be per-
forming at Sprint Center 1407 Grand 
Blvd, Kansas City, MO. Tickets Start at 
$47.50.

Mar. 17 Patti Labelle in concert at 
the Kauffman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts 1601 Broadway, Kansas City, 
MO.  Tickets start at $49.

Mar. 24 Nu Soul  Revival Tour 
featuring Musiq Soulchild, Lyfe 
Jennings, Kindred and Avery Sun-
shine will be performing at  Arvest 
Bank Theatre at the Midland  1228 
Main St, Kansas City, MO.  Tickets start 
at $52.

Apr. 16 Lionel Richie and Mariah 
Carey will be performing at Sprint 
Center, 1407 Grand Blvd, Kansas 
City, MO.  Tickets start at $27.95.

Apr. 22 Tribute to the music of 
Miles Davis & John Coltrane will 
be performed at Kauffman Center for 
the Performing Arts 1601 Broadway, 
Kansas City, MO.  Tickets start at $20.

May 11 Branford Marsalis and 
Kurt Elling will be performing at  
Kauffman Center for the Performing 
Arts 1601 Broadway, Kansas City, MO.  
Tickets start at $29.

Aug 11 Bruno Mars will be in per-
formance at the Sprint Center, 1407 
Grand Blvd, Kansas City, MO.  Tickets 
start at $49.50.

Kansas Area -- Other
Jul. 22  Gladys Knight will be per-
form-
ing at 
the 
Stiefel 
The-
ater, 
151 S 
Santa 
Fe Ave, Salina, KS.  Tickets start at $69.

Oklahoma Area Concerts
Mar. 18  Commodores will be 
performing at Winstar World Casino 
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK.  
Tickets start at $43. 

Apr. 7 Chris Rock will be perform-
ing at Winstar World Casino, 777 
Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK.  Tickets 
start at $65.

May 13  George Benson & Kenny 
G will be performing at Choctaw 
Casino & Resort, 4216 S. Hwy 69/75, 
Durant, OK. Tickets start at $68.  

Jun. 03 Patti Labelle will be per-
forming at the Winstar World Casino, 
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK. 
Tickets start at $55.

Mar. 14-19 Motown the Musical 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center will be at  
110 E 2nd St, Tulsa, OK. Tickets start at 
$25.  

Dallas Area Concerts
Feb. 3 Ginuwine will be performing 
at House of Blues, 909 1st Ave, Dallas, 
TX. Tickets start at $32.

Feb 10 The Comedy Get Down 
featuring Cedric “The Enter-
tainer”, Eddie Griffin, D. L. 
Hughley, George Lopez and 
Charlie Murphy will be performing 
at the American Airline Center, 2500 
Victory Ave, Dallas, TX.  Tickets start 
at $69.75

Feb. 11 Center Stage Comedy 
Tour, featuring Sommore, Arnez J, 
Bruce Bruce, Don Curry & Felipe 
Esparza. will be performing at 
Verizon Theater 1001 Performance Pl, 
Grand Prairie, TX. Tickets start at $52 

Mar. 3 Al Jarreau will be performing 
at Majestic Theater, 1925 Elm St, Dal-
las, TX.  Tickets start at $29.50

Upcoming Concerts: Get Your Groove on

C
O
M
M
U
N
IT
Y

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E
   

|  
 J

A
N

. 
2
6
, 
2
0
1
7

12

FEB 4 Urban League of Kansas 
Annual Membership Drive, 2418 
E 9th, 10-11:30 a.m.  Light breakfast 
will be served.  Free.  To see how you 
can become involved and for more 
information call Frankie at 440-9263. 

10 Butterfly Awards Banquet 
presented by the Katherine Johnson 
Scholar Sisters Elementary STEM 
Club.  Guest Speaker Bernadette 
Gray-Little, Chancellor, University 
of Kansas.  This year’s honorees: 
Arneatha Martin, Bonita Gooch, 
Lavonta Williams, Lillian Dukes, 
Dolce Polite, Oletha Faust-Goudeau, 

Sandra Rankin, Jo Brown and Teresa 
Barfield.  7-9 p.m. at the Murdock 
Theater, 558 N. Broadway.  Tickets 
are $20 in advance & $30 at the 
door.  For ticket information contact 
(316) 210-0270 or go to PayPal.Me/
kjscholarsisters

16 Maya Angelou: And Still I 
Rise presented by AARP Movies for 
Grownups.  The documentary will 
be shown at 7 p.m. at the Warren 
East Theatres, 11611 E 13th. Only 66 
seats available on first come basis.  
Register at https://aarp.cvent.com/
MAYA_Wichita. 

18 “Cotton Club” Valentine 
Dance/Dinner  7 p.m. - Midnight, 
Corporate Caterers.  Tickets are $40 
per person or $75 per couple.  For 
tickets call Paul at (316) 265-9930.
Sponsored by tne N.E. Optimist. 

18 Empower U: Know Who’s 
Policing You, workshop hosted by 
Community Operations Empower-
ment, Inc.  1004 N. Madison, 10 a.m. 
- Noon. This is a great opportunity 
to learn who is policing 43 and 44 
beat while also getting to know the 
community police officers. Captain 
Germany, commander of North 

Patrol will discuss his vision  and 
goals for the area.  Lt. Gilmore of the 
Gang/Felony Assault Section, will be 
available for Q&A about the Wichita 
Gang File that has more than 5,000 
Wichitans listed.

25 20th Annual HBCU Scholar-
ship Banquet presented by Alpha 
Phi Alpha.  6 p.m. Hyatt, 400 W. 
Waterman.  Featured school is Fisk 
University of Nashville, TN. Keynote 
speaker is Dr. Frank L. Sims, presi-
dent.  Music will be by Fisk University 
students.  Tickets $50 and proceeds 
will go to area high school seniors 
for college scholarship.  Applications 

for scholarship will be available at 
the banquet.  For more information 
contact 807-0105.

MAR 25  Beautillion  Sponsored by 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority., 6 p.m., 
Century II.  Enjoy these young men 
in this concluding program of this 
mentoring program for high school 
seniors.  See participants for tickets.  

EXHIBIT  From the Heartland:  The 
Kansas Heritage of President 
Barack Obama, opens Feb. 4 at The 
Kansas African American Museum, 
601 N. Water.  

Wichita Calendar

See CONCERTS page 15



PBS Announces New Black History Month and On-Air Programming 

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice  

It’s Award Season
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ourself These 

T
he 2017 Awards season kicked 
off earlier this month with the 
Golden Globe Awards, followed 

by the People’s Choice Awards and 
we’ll squeeze in the Screen Actors 
Guild Awards and the Oscar’s before 
the end of February.  Hold up, sit 
back, grab your remote, and switch to 
Black networks Bounce and TV One 
for the Trumpet and NAACP Image 
Award, 

The “25th Annual Trumpet 
Awards,” the prestigious annual 
event celebrating African-American 
achievements and contributions, was 
taped last weekend in Atlanta and it is 
scheduled to air on Bounce TV Sun., 
Jan 29, 8 p.m. CT.  

The “48th NAACP Image 
Awards” will be nationally telecast 
live on TV One Sat. Feb. 11, from 
the Pasadena Civic Auditorium.  The 
Image Awards celebrate the accom-
plishments of people of color in the 
fields of television, music, literature 
and film, and also honors individuals 
or groups who promote social justice 
through creative projects.  

Trumpet Awards 
The Trumpet Awards, first present-

ed in 1993, were created to herald the 
accomplishments of Black Americans 
who have succeeded against im-
mense odds. Men and women who, 
through consistency and longevity, 
have achieved success in a chosen 
profession or career are eligible for 
consideration. Potential honorees are 
those persons who are viewed not 
only for what they have individually 
achieved but also for the achievement 
they inspire in others.

Atlanta journalist and Civil Rights 
leader Xernona Clayton created 
the Trumpet Awards.  Her goal was 
simple.  

"To me it is more than just a televi-
sion show, more than just a night of 
glitz and glamour. We are doing a lot 
to dispel myths and inspire young 
people," said Clayton who approached 
Turner Broadcasting System founder 
and then-CEO Ted Turner with her 
idea.  In addition to the awards cer-
emony, the Trumpet Awards Founda-
tion provides more than $1.5 million 
in scholarship money to young people 
in need.

This year introduces a new chapter 

for The Trumpet Awards. 
Bounce has acquired all 
assets for the awards and 
will continue the ongoing 
legacy of the awards.  

Honorees at this 
year’s silver anniversary 
ceremony include televi-
sion host and Daytime 
Emmy nominee Wendy 
Williams who will be 
presented with the 
Trumpet Award for En-
tertainment, former NBA 
great Dikembe Mutombo 
who will be recognized 
with the Humanitarian 
Trumpet Award, New Edition receiving 
the Lifetime Achievement Trumpet, 
Grammy-winning soul singer Peabo 
Bryson accepting the Legend Trumpet 
and fashion blogger Gabi Gregg 
being given the Trailblazer Trumpet 
Award. Martin Luther King III will be 
presented with the Impact Trumpet 
Award.

During the show, an all-star 
Gospel Tribute will feature Shirley 
Caesar, Erica Campbell, Jekalyn Carr, 
Le’Andria Johnson, Travis Greene and 
Derek Minor.  Musical group New 

Edition will be saluted in a medley 
performed by R&B bands Jagged Edge 
and Silk.  Tamela Mann, Regina Belle, 
BJ the Chicago Kid, Lalah Hathaway, 
Kenny Lattimore and Keke Wyatt will 
also perform throughout the evening.

The Jan. 29 showing is just the 
first for the Trumpet Awards that will 
certainly be repeated.  In Wichita, 
Bounce is affiliated with off-cable 
station KGPT 18.3 and in Kansas City 
with KCMO 38.2.  It is also available 
on ATT&T Uverse in Wichita and on 
Comcast, Time Warner, Vyve and WOW 
in Kansas City.  

Image Awards 
Similar to other awards, like the 

Oscars and the Grammys, the Image 
Awards are voted on by the award 
organization’s members  -- that is, 
NAACP members.  Honorary Awards 
are also included, such as the Presi-
dent's Award, the Chairman's Award, 
Entertainer of the Year and The Image 
Award Hall of Fame.

The award ceremony was first pre-
sented in 1967 and was first nationally 
televised in 1994 on the Fox Network.  

It’s award season and We’re not just talking about the Golden Globes and 

Oscars.  We’re talking about the Stellar Awards, NAACP Image Awards 

and the Trumpet Awards; cultural versions of these glitz and glam reviews.      

See AWARDS page 14

T
o honor Black History Month, 
and as part of its commitment 
to celebrate the diversity of 

America year-round, PBS kicks off 
a new year with documentaries and 
specials that highlight the African-
American experience through content 
on-air on PBS member stations and 
online through the PBS Black Culture 
Connection. 

New offerings include programs 
that reflect the contributions of icons 
like the late Maya Angelou, applaud 
beloved artists like Smokey Robinson 
and showcase independent documen-
taries about the valiant efforts of those 
pushing for change through thoughtful 
dialogue.

“Black History Month provides a 
special opportunity to highlight the 

contributions of African Americans 
to our history and culture. Whether 
on-air or online, viewers can watch 
programs that honor the triumphs and 
achievements of many great Ameri-
cans anytime and anywhere,” said 
Beth Hoppe, Chief Programming Exec-
utive and General Manager of General 
Audience Programming at PBS.

On Mon., Feb. 6, Emmy-winning 
documentary series Independent Lens 
presents “Birth of a Movement,” 
based on the book “The Birth of a 
Movement: How Birth of a Nation 
Ignited the Battle for Civil Rights” by 

Dick Lehr. The documentary tells the 
little-known story of William Trotter, 
an African-American journalist who 
launched a protest against the 1915 
release of D. W. Griffith’s controversial 
epic, which laid the groundwork for 
the civil rights movement to come. 
Featuring interviews with historians 
and filmmakers such as Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr. and Spike Lee, “Birth of 
a Movement” also explores how 
Griffith’s film continues to motivate 
African-American filmmakers and the 
artists as they work to reclaim their 
history and their onscreen image. 

Also from Independent Lens, air-
ing Mon., Feb. 13, is “Accidental 
Courtesy,” featuring Daryl Davis, an 
African-American musician who meets 
and befriends members of the Ku Klux 
Klan in an attempt to change their 
minds and forge racial conciliation, 
one racist at a time.

On Fri., Feb. 10, airing as part 
of PBS Arts programming, “Smokey 
Robinson: The Library of Con-
gress Gershwin Prize for Popular 
Song.” honors singer-songwriter 

See PBS page 16

Public broadcasting stations across Kansas include:  KPTS/

Channel 8, Wichita; KTWU/Channel 11, Topeka; KCPT, 

Kansas City; and Smoky Hills Public Television, Bunker Hill.   

Backstage at the Trumpet Awards, taped last weekend in Atlanta, GA, are:  (Front L-R) Radio 
host Willie Moore, Jr., Shirley Caesar, JeKalyn Carr and (Back L-R) Erica Campbell, Canton 
Jones and David Mann.  



Mar. 3 Doug E. Fresh, Slick Rick, 
Al B. Sure, Hi 5, Force MD and 
more will be performing at Verizon 
Theater, 1001 Performance Pl, Grand 
Prairie, TX.  Tickets start at $45

Mar. 4 Nu Soul  Revival Tour 
featuring Musiq Soulchild will be 
performing at Verizon Theater, Grand 

Prarie, TX. Tickets start at $49.75.

Mar. 17  Katt Williams will be 
performing at Verizon Theater,  1001 
Performance Pl, Grand Prairie, TX. 
Tickets start at $52

Apr. 2 Gladys Knight will be per-
forming at Winspear Opeara house, 
2403 Flora St, Dallas, TX. Tickets start 
at $37.50 

Mar. 31 Whispers and the Man-
hattans will be performing at Verizon 
Theater, 1001 Performance Pl, Grand 

Prairie, TX. Tickets start at $39.75 

May 4 The Weeknd will be perform-
ing at American Airline Center, 2500 
Victory Ave, Dallas, TX . Tickets start 
at $88

May 15 Lionel Richie and Mariah 
Carey will be performing at American 
Airline Center, 2500 Victory Ave, Dal-
las, TX.  Tickets start at $39

Wichita Area Concerts 
Feb. 4 Harlem Globetrotters at 

Intrust Arena 500 E Waterman St, 
Wichita, KS.  Tickets start at $20

Feb. 10 Silk in performance at Club 
Bounce, 115 N Rock Island, Wichita, 
KS Tickets $35 Single/$60 Couple

Feb. 15  R&B Tower of Power at 
Orpheum Theatre 200 North Broad-
way, Wichita, Ks, Tickets start at $75

Feb. 15 Rubba Band Business 
Tour featuring Juicy J, Belly, 
Project Pat at the Cotllion, 11120 W 
Kellogg Dr, Wichita, KS  .  Tickets start 

at $35

Mar. 30  Flo Rida will be perform-
ing at Hartman Arena 8151 N Hartman 
Arena Dr, Park City, KS.  Tickets start 
at $22

Jun. 2 Strictly Strange Tour 17,  
Featuring Tech N9ne, Brotha Lynch 
Hung, Krizz Kaliko, Stevie Stone 
and Ces Cru will be performing at 
the Cotillion, 11120 W Kellogg Dr, 
Wichita, KS.  Tickets $31.50

JA
N

. 26, 2017  |     T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 V

O
IC

E

15
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from page 12



By Shy and Kandi 
PartyTime

 

Comedian TreyMack wows them

INVITE 

SHY & KANDI TO YOUR EVENT.   

email your event info. to 

class@tcvpub.com.  

M
r. Jonathan Long celebrated his 35th 
announcement that he was here to the 
world with more style and class than 

any other birthday party we have ever attend-
ed. If it could be summed up in third words 
we’d choose "Birthday Bash Extravaganza," 
but still, that wouldn’t be bold enough.   How 
about "He did that?" Yep, that gets a little 
closer to describing this over the top bash.  

This was an exclusive private event hosted 
in Intrust Bank Arena.  While we didn’t have 
full access to the arena, the party group pretty 

much had the arena to themselves.  The event was 
in the arena’s Cox Lounge, a perfect club style 
setting. (No, we didn’t know it existed.) 

The grown and sexy crowd at this invitation 
only event – yeah we got invited – included 
Jonathan’s family , friends and co-workers who 
had a chance to ball out with him with all the 
stops being brought out.   From the backdrop 
where you could take pictures, to the Champagne 
bottles and decorations on the tables, and the cool 
set up for his gift table with the money tree, you 
could tell someone put a lot of thought into every 
detail.  Something tells us hats off should be given 
to Jonathan’s wife Christina for making this an 
especially nice event.  

DJ Detroit kept everyone grooving and had the 
dance loor packed like it was a club just for us, 
but the hottest part of this whole event was see-
ing the backdrop of the birthday boy’s image on 
the big jumbo screen hanging over the stadium. 
Private seating lined the balcony to the stadium, 
just another touch that made this a night not easily 

forgotten.  Real VIP!  Wishing 
Mr. Long many happy years 
ahead, and – can we get an 
invite back next year?

L
aughing is great for the soul 
and you better believe that 
when "The Party Time" girls found out that 

there was comedy show at the 40 Plus Lounge we 
had to be there! The event was hosted by Q from 
Dallas, Texas and Ms. Angela, who is originally from 
Wichita, by way of Dallas.   These two know their 
way around a comedy show and proved that to their 
live audience at the hottest comedy event of the 
year.  Sure it’s early in the year, but we feel certain 
this event held Jan. 21, would make our Comedy 
Show Top 10 list of 2017 – that is if we decided to 
have one.  

The duo, under the auspices of their Kiss Enter-
tainment Company, have been hosting their NEXT 
Comedy series for six years.  During this time, 
they’ve hosted more than 70 shows in nine cities 
and two countries.  Their coming to Wichita dubbed 
them oficially on the map! 

    Getting a chance to meet the duo after the show 
was a special treat.  The duo were very humble and 
we at "The Community Voice" appreciate how inspir-
ing they were to other fellow comics that served as 
opening acts.  Participating comedians included, 
but weren’t limited to:  Trey Mack, Angelia Walker 
and CJ Starr.  They all took the stage with their own 
personal styles, but held their own keeping the 
crowd engaged the entire time. The whole event 
was gut busting from beginning to end.  Thank the 

NEXT COMEDY CONCERT Birthday Bash Extravaganza  



(L-R) Ricki Ellison, Tamara Moody, Robert Moody, 
birthday boy Jonathan Long, Kyle Ellison,TJ Everett, 

Trey & Gabby Hightower

Raquel Williams-Clark

Demetrius & Stacie Daniels

Suzy Finn, Sara Dixon, Sam ForemanKianga Crowley, Lashea Bell, Janelle Fox

Kameelah Alexander, Erica Thomas, Courtney Hough

Daronte Reed, Sonya Reed and Duane Sims 

Derik McCarthy, Ashley Toney and 
Jay Toney  

Comedians and host pose with Party Time’s 
Kandy.  (L-R) Cortez Martin, Angela Kiss, Host Q, 

Trey Mack, Kandi, Angelia Walker, CJ Starr

With Photos by Richard Kates 



Smokey Robinson during this star-
studded music special, hosted by Samuel 
L. Jackson, with a special appearance 
by Motown founder Berry Gordy and 
featuring performances by BeBe Winans, 
Ledisi and CeeLo Green, to name a few. 
The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize 
for Popular Song is awarded annu-
ally to a composer or performer whose 
lifetime achievements exemplify the 
standard of excellence associated with 
the Gershwins.

“The Talk -- Race in America,” 
premiering Mon., Feb. 20, is a two-
hour documentary about “the talk,” the 
conversation parents of color have with 
their children about how to behave if 
stopped by the police. The film illustrates 

the issue from multiple points of view: 
parent, child, the police and the com-
munity. The film features interviews with 
Kenya Barris, creator/writer of Peabody 
Award-winning ABC series black*ish, 
musician/activist Nas, actress Rosie 
Perez, John Singleton, New York Times 
columnist Charles Blow, and Samaria 
Rice, mother of Tamir Rice.  

On Tues., Feb. 21, American Mas-
ters presents “Maya Angelou: And Still 
I Rise,” the first documentary feature 
about the incomparable author and 
activist Dr. Maya Angelou (1928-2014), 
best known for her autobiography I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. The film 
weaves her words with rare and intimate 
archival photographs and videos that 
paint hidden facets of her exuberant life 
during some of America’s most defining 
moments. The documentary features 
exclusive interviews with Dr. Angelou, 
her friends and family, including Pres. 
Bill Clinton, Oprah Winfrey, Common, 
Alfre Woodard, Cicely Tyson, Quincy 

Jones, Hillary Clinton, Louis Gossett, Jr., 
John Singleton and Dr. Angelou’s son, 
Guy Johnson.

Also airing throughout February is 
the second season of the PBS original 
series “Mercy Street” (Sundays at 7 
p.m., beginning January 22), a Civil 
War-era drama about the chaotic world of 
Union-occupied Alexandria, Virginia, and 
the Mansion House Hospital in the early 
years of the Civil War. The original PBS 
drama explores, among other topics, the 
role that African Americans — including 
slaves, free Blacks and contraband (Af-
rican Americans who fled slavery in the 
hope of securing their freedom behind 
Union lines) — played in the hospital 
and the city. This season introduces new-
comer Charlotte Jenkins (played by Tony 
Award-winning actress Patina Miller), a 
runaway slave turned abolitionist who 
goes to Alexandria to help the contraband 

population adapt to freedom.
New Feb. 27 – March 1 from 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. is an epic new 
documentary series, “Africa’s Great 
Civilitzations,” that brings to life stories 
of both little-known and celebrated Afri-
can kingdoms and cultures, and includes 
a historical reflection on the slave trade 
to the Americas.

In addition to on-air programs, the 
PBS Black Culture Connection (BCC), 
an extension of PBS.org, features Black 
films, stories and discussion across PBS, 
and provides audiences with a catalogue 
of more than 30 programs available 
for streaming. Most PBS programs are 
available for streaming following their 
broadcast via the PBS apps for iOS and 
Android devices and via station-branded 
digital platforms including Roku, Ap-
pleTV, Amazon Fire TV and Chromecast.

For a complete preview of PBS pro-
grams related to the African-American 
experience logon to our website:  www.
communityvoiceks.com.  
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from page 13



In another collaboration, Louis Gates, Jr host a documentary series, “Africa’s 
Great Civilizations,” that brings to life stories of both little-known and celebrated 
African kingdoms and cultures.  

1817 N. Volutsia • Wichita, KS 67214
Church Ofice: (316) 681-3954

“The Church Without Walls” 

Lincoln E. Montgomery, Senior Pastor

Annie K. Montgomery, First Lady

Tabernacle Bible Church 

Sunday School 
9:00 am 

Morning Worship 
10:30am

Join us 

www.tabernaclebiblewichita.com
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M
aybe it’s that men prefer to 
keep their space and don’t 
like all the hand holding and 

hugging that goes on in a church.
Maybe it’s that the male brain thrives 

on competition and rough and tumble 
play, and church just seems boring. 
Maybe it’s simply lack of commitment 
and devotion.

Regardless, church leaders recog-
nized long ago the average congrega-
tion volunteers are decidedly female.

“It’s been a problem for a while,” 
says Diane M. Hoffmann, author of 
“24 Hot Potatoes in the Church Today” 
(www.24hotpotatoes.blogspot.ca). 
“And it’s past time that churches got 
around to solving it.”

In some respects, the gender 
disparity might not be that surpris-

ing. Although the ordained clergy is 
overwhelmingly male, it’s women who 
are more likely to hold strong religious 
beliefs and teach Sunday school, chair 
a committee or sing in the choir.

For example, in the United States 
60% of women say religion is “very 
important” in their lives, but 
just 47% of men make that 
claim, according to a Pew Re-
search Center survey. Also, 64% 
of women say they pray daily, 
compared to 47% of men.

This is more than just an 
interesting cultural glitch, Hoff-
mann says. A Hartford Seminary 
study found that the presence 
of involved men is statistically 
correlated with church growth, 
health and harmony.

“When men weren’t partici-
pating,” Hoffmann says, “the 
congregation was more likely 

to be in decline.”
So why aren’t men more involved? 

In some cases, it could be their ap-
proach to life doesn’t mesh with a 
church’s approach to worship.

“Men appreciate logic, a no-
nonsense approach to leadership and 

efficient and effective use of time,” 
Hoffmann says. “They don’t like ser-
vices that are not organized.”

She has a few suggestions for 
churches that want to address the 
problem:

•Watchoutforsubtlediscrepan-
cies in how men and women 
are treated in church. Some-
times churches can, even if un-
intentionally, send out signals 
that certain things are expected 
of women but not men, and 
vice versa. For example, 
Hoffmann says, sometimes 
pastors announce an upcoming 
event and ask the women to 
bring food and to help. “Why 
not include men? Many men 
certainly could and would be 
willing, but since women were 
specified, they don’t think 
about doing it.”

•Understandthatthepresenceof
men as church volunteers itself can 
lead to more men taking on volunteer 
duties. They become role models for 
other men and, especially, for the boys 
and teenagers who will be the next 
generation of active church members. 
“This is why it’s critical to get men 
involved,” Hoffmann says. “I’ve heard 
many men say that it was a male teach-
er at church or school who influenced 
their faith the most.”

•Issuequarterlysurveyquestion-
naires so church members can express 
their thoughts about the church and 
make suggestions to improve. That 
could help the church discover oppor-
tunities it might be missing for drawing 
more men into active volunteer roles.

“It’s just like in a business,” Hoff-
mann says. “Most customers won’t tell 
you when the service is bad. They just 
don’t come back.”

Men in Pews: Fixing the Church Gender Gap 

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

S
herdeill Breathett has one of 
those Golden Voices. If you’re 
“of the world,” think Barry 

White and Issac Hayes.  So if you’ve 
never heard him preach or speak, 
you have an idea what he sounds like.  
His deep, gravelly voice has a special 
appeal, to both men and women.  Per-
ception is, it’s the voice of a “manly 
man,” and Breathett is just that.  

He’s one of those strong brothers 
who understands a man’s place in this 
world.  No, he’s not macho.  He’s a 
strong and confident man who’s not 
afraid to show his love for his wife, 
family and God.  And, it’s nothing to 
see him working hard in the com-
munity – giving back.  He’s kind, he’s 
smart and he’s good looking too.  No 
wonder he’s been a success in both 
business and the ministry.  He’s some-
one you can trust and believe in.  

Full time, he’s the director of 
economic development for Sedgwick 
County.  However for decades he’s 
been nearly full-time in the ministry.  

A former football player at 
the University of Oklahoma, 
Breathett talks openly about 
his tough upbringing in a 
single family home and about 
how his relationship with God 
helped him get through the 
tough times and safely to the 
other side.  

In 1984, he was ordained 
as a minister at Christian Life 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Oklahoma City.  He met his 
wife Genise in church and 
they moved to Wichita in 1990 
to become involved with her 
father Bob Hankins Sanitation 
business.   

For the first two years, he 
was associated with Pastor 
John Edwards at New Salem Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.  In 1992 the 
couples found their way to Saint Mark 
United Methodist Church, where he 
became a beloved youth and assistant 
pastor.  

For seven years, he was the pastor 
of Quayle United Methodist Church 
in Salina.   It was a part-time position 

that allowed him to continue his full-
time job.  In 2003, he stepped away 
from that position and returned to 
Saint Mark.   

“As soon as I got back, people were 
asking me, ‘when are you going to 
start a church?’”  He told them then, 
and over and over again when he 
wasaskedthatsamequestion,“Iwill

not start a church unless I feel 
called to start God’s church, not 
my church.”

Last year he got that call!  The 
call, he says, it to “open God’s 
church,” not his church.   

What will the church he’s 
called to lead look like?

Similar to Breathett, the 
church will be “very laid back,” 
with a casual dress code. 

A dedicated proponent of the 
need to strengthen Black fami-
lies, Breathett says the church 
will have a strong couple’s min-
istry.  In addition, the church 
will also focus heavily on youth 
and men’s ministries.  

“I have a strong passion for 
men taking their rightful posi-

tion,” he says.  
He hopes to build a church full 

of strong men who can help other 
struggling men and boys become 
strong Godly men.  With so many boys 
being raised in homes without their 
father, Breathett says it’s becomingly 
increasingly difficult for young men 
to establish a strong family, when they 

have no idea what a strong family 
looks like.  

Breathett has demonstrated his 
support for raising strong men 
throughout his ministry and through 
his long-term involvement with 
Wichita-based Real Men, Real Heroes.  
He is a founding member of the 
10-year-old youth mentoring program 
and is currently on his third year of 
a four year term as president of the 
organization.   

Rock Christian Fellowship 
Late last year, after nearly two 

decades of pastoral involvement, 
Breathett stepped away from Saint 
Mark.  Brother B, as he’s affectionate-
ly referred to by those who remember 
him from his days as a Christian Disc 
Jockey, was sent off with a gracious 
farewell and best wishes.  By all par-
ties involved, this was definitely an 
amicable parting of the ways.  

This isn’t one of those departures 
that tears a church in half.  Brother B 
says his objective is not to encourage 
or try to attract members from Saint 

Breathett Launches Rock Christian Fellowship Church

See BREATHETT page19



Religion  

Diane M. Hoffmann
Guest Contributor
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The new church will be Rock Chris-
tian Fellowship -- God also placed that 
name for the church on him – and it 
will be associated with the Church of 
the Nazarene, an evangelical Christian 
denomination.  

At first, his plan was to start an 
independent church, but Richard 
Woods, senior pastor at North Ash 
Church told him about the Church of 
the Nazarene and their plans to es-
tablish 70 churches across Kansas in 
the next 10 years.  Woods introduced 
him to the church planner as well as 

the District Supt and, “the rest 
is history.  

Rock Christian Fellowship 
will begin with a pre-launch on 
Sun. March 5 with a 10 a.m. 

service at Madison Avenue Apartment 
Clubhouse.  Initially, the church will 
have just one service a month, on the 
first Sunday of the month.  He expects 
to continue that schedule for three to 
four months, then gradually increase 
the worship frequency.   His goal is to 
begin a full schedule in September or 
October when families are back from 
summer breaks.  

Breathett says Rock Fellowship 
members will do more than attend 
church. He hopes to get them involved 

in fun activities as well as worship and 
Christian development activities.  He 
mentioned cookouts, picnics and even 
bowling.  It’s all about making people 
feel wanted and accepted, no matter 
who they are.   

“This is truly an act of faith,” 
Breathett noted, “but too often 
churches are guilty of trying to clean 
their  fish before they catch them” Or 
in other words, “People don’t care 
how much you know until they know 
how much you care.” 

It’s a philosophy he’s determined to 
keep at the forefront of Rock Fellow-
ship.  If he does, he should certainly 
be a success.  

BREATHETT, 
from page 17



“Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing 
business as Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) 
proposes to build a 160-foot Monopole Communi-
cations Tower at the approx. vicinity of 183rd Street 
West, North Goddard, Sedgwick County, KS 67052. 
Public comments regarding potential effects from 
this site on historic properties may be submitted 
within 30 days from the date of this publication to: 
Trileaf Corp, Erika, e.diak@trileaf.com, 10845 Olive 
Blvd, Suite 260, St. Louis, MO 63141, 314-997-
6111.”

LEGAL NOTICE

I
f history can teach us anything, 
allow me to provide an overview 
of USD259 Superintendent’s since 

1984.    
Ron McIntire (Texas) was ahead of 

his time bringing benchmark testing 
and modern educational concepts 
to the district.  Although these were 
‘good ideas’; the method of imple-
mentation for changes came too fast 
and teachers revolted resulting in his 
very short tenure.

 Then we had Stuart Berger 
(Maryland), who again had “good 
ideas” during his tenure.  Mr. Berger 
began the concept of Magnet schools 
and the transition from junior highs 
to middle schools which are still in 
place today.  However, he managed 
the district with an iron fist ‘my way 
or the highway’ mentality. During 
his stint we began the era of Monday 
Night Fights  between the Board of 
Education and Superintendent.

In comes Larry Vaughn (Texas), 
who developed a “strategic frame-
work process” that were educational 
strategies for everyone to use except 
for him. Mr. Vaughn was unable to 
connect with our community leaders 
or with key administrators because 
he spent more time in Texas than 
here in Wichita.  Ultimately the Board 
relegated him to a seat at a separate 
table so Monday Night Fights got 
worst. 

Finally in 1998, the BOE hired 
Winston Brooks from within and 
things certainly calmed down.  When 
I joined BOE in 2001, the district was 
in a place of harmony.  Mr. Brooks 
had done what others before him 

could not – gotten the support from 
teachers, staff administrators and 
community leaders.  

During his ten-year tenure he in-
creased student achievement, closed 
the achievement gap, improved 
graduation rates, and facilitated not 
one but two successful bond issues. 
In addition Mr. Brooks was selected 
Superintendent of the Year.  

Because of his success in an urban 
school setting, he became one of the 
most sought after Superintendents in 
the country.  Every year I served on 
the board we entertained a rumor 
of his departure, so much so that, 
the business community stepped up 
to increase his salary to ensure he 
remained.  

During my term on the school 

board I’ve met many talented indi-
viduals who have gone on to become 
successful leaders in other places.  
That list includes educators such as:  
Mark Evans, current superintendent 
in Omaha, NE;  Greg Rasmussen, 
current superintendent Supt Andover, 
KS; Denise Wren, Executive Director 
for AVID; Antwan Wilson, chancellor 
of schools in Washington DC; and Mi-
chael Gaither, sought after consultant 
and coach for school leaders  and 
CEO for Ed View Consulting LLC;  

These are just a few of the success-
ful educators who had their start or 
gained significant experience in our 
district.  We nurtured and trained 
them, only to allow them to go build 
other districts/programs.  I believe 
that talent pool still exists within our 
District and I encourage the BOE to 
promote from within, where we’ve 
had our best results.  

With our State funding formal be-
ing reduced to block grants, (a mess 
created by our governor) a difficult 
situation has gotten worse.  We need 
someone already engaged in this 
community; someone that already 
knows the financial challenges fac-
ing us.  More importantly, we need 
someone that teachers, staff, and key 
administrators can approach with 
confidence.  

It takes time to know someone and 
adjust to their leadership style; time 
that we really don’t have.  I strongly 
suggest the BOE reflect upon our past 
and look upon our present before 
deciding upon our future.

By Mike Kinard
Former Schoolboard member

My Thoughts on Our  Wichita Superintendent Search

Kinard
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Deliver the Community Voice 
Every-other-Week 

We need delivery people for our bi-weekly publication.  Deliver our 
paper in your community.  

This is a great job for a healthy retiree who 
can use a few extra dollars for meals out and 
special occasions.  Delivery is on the Friday 
and Saturday after the paper is published.  
Some limited restocking may be required, 
depending on the route.  

You use your own auto and must have a valid driver’s license and pro-
vide proof of insurance.  Routes can take two to three hours to complete.  

Compensation depends on the route but can range from $30 to $75 
per issue.  

If you’re interested, call Elaine at (316) 681-1155 or email guillory@
tcvpub.com.  



New & Pre-Owned
All Makes & Models

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL

“Big” Al Holmes
Kellog & Tyler

Mon-Sat 11AM-8PM
Tuesday by appt. only

(316) 641-4210
albkash50@icloud.com

Klutts, Live Helen, 85, died 
1/14/17.  Service was held 
1/26/17 at College Hill United 
Methodist Church.

Mitchell, Michael Jay, 62, 
died 1/10/17.  Service is 
pending.

Newman, Stephen Dean, 
54, died 1/13/17.  Service was 
held 1/21/16 at Prairie Trail 
Cowboy Church, Haysville, Ks.

Scott, Buelah Louise, 80, 

died 1/20/17.  Service is 
pending.

Mathena, Linda Marie, 
64, died 1/12/17.  Service is 
pending.

Wilkinson, Gloria Mae, 69, 
died 1/3/17.  Service was held 
1/21/17 at Bowser –Johnson 
Funeral Chapel.

McKay, Nadine Renard, 51, 
died 1/10/17.  Service was 
held 1/18/17 at Penwell-Gabel 
Funeral Home & Crematory. 
Junction City.
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1 HR FREE 

BUDGET

COUNCIL 

637 S. Oliver, Suite 300            316-617-0489

                    www.wealthinder.org

Cecil M. Gardner
Budget Counselor 

  • Free Credit Dispute with Service  • Rapid Debt Elimination
  • Utility Audit                                  • Emergency Fund Builder     

We work with All Insurance Companies

FREE ESTIMATES  CALL TODAY!!

316-265-1315 

Locally Owned 
and Operated

35 Years of Experience!

250 N Pennsylvania Ave. Wichita

24 HR 
Emergency 

Serivce

Carter, Kelly Ann, 61, died 
1/11/17.  She was a lifelong 
Poet.  A private memorial 
service was held 1/11/17.  She 
is survived by: son; Felix 
Zacharias,  Grandson; Luke 
Zacharias, brother; Earl Carter 
and sister; Mary Pat Bradford.

Downey, Michael E., 59, 
died 1/17/17.  He was a Via 
Christi St. Francis Janitorial 
employee.  Service was held 
1/25/17 at Dellrose United 
Methodist Church.  He is sur-
vived by: sons; Cornelius D. 
Terrell, Micah Brooks, Alfred 
Downey, Marcus Downey, 
daughter; Cheryl Downey-
Redd, sisters;  Nina Downey, 
Cassandra Downey, brother; 
Gerald Downey and aunt; 
Bertha Webb.

McKesson, Alvin, 68 died 
1/22/17. Service pending

Parnell-Scott, Cora Lucille, 
93, died 1/19/17.  She was 
a retired domestic worker.  
Service will be held 1/28/17, 
10:00AM at St. Mary Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  She is 
survived by: spouse; Walter 
Scott, daughters; Donna Peeks, 
step-daughter; Beverly Walker 
and granddaughter; Bianca 
Johnson.

Robernson, Nathaniel, 60, 
died 1/17/17.   He was an 
aircraft mechanic at Learjet Co.  
Service was held 12/25/17 at 

New Beginning 7th Day Adven-
tist.  He is survived by: spouse; 
Phyllis Robernson , daughters; 
Tameshia Roberson, Natisha 
Burleigh, son; Tye Roberson, 
sister;  Doris Richardson, 
Bevery Ann Beasley,  
Wanda Faye Isom, broth-
ers; William Hall and Tommy 
Robinson Jr.

Stevenson, Roosevelt, 75, 
died 1/17/17.   He was a 
retired McConnell Air Force 
Base employee.  Service will 
be held 1/27/17, 11:00AM at 
Tabernacle Bible Church.  He 
is survived by: spouse; Pamela 
Stevenson, brothers; Joe Louis 
Stevenson, James Stevenson 
and Johnny Stevenson.

Bryant, Arthur, 98, died 
1/14/17.  Service was held 
1/21/17 at Progressive Baptist 
Church.

Henson, Ricky, 56, died 
1/18/17.  Service is pending.
Martinez-Rivas, Pantaleon, 
64, died 1/13/17.  Service was 
held 1/19/17 at St. Margaret’s 
Catholic Church.

Ornelas, Bernardino Reme, 
25, died 1/9/17.  Service was 
held 1/17/19 at St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church.

Hernandez, Christina Sue, 
57, died 1/10/17.   Service was 
held 1/18/17 at Glorious Bible 
Church.  

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral

Wichita

Bowser-

Johnson

Topeka

Penwell Gabel

Junction City

The controversial leader 
of one  of the nation's 
largest mega-churches 
died Jan. 15  at the age of 
63. Bishop Long passed 
after a battle with an ag-
gressive form of cancer, 
according to a statement 
by the New Birth Mission-
ary Baptist Church.

Long was a national igure and one of the most 
innovative and polarizing pastors in the contempo-
rary church.  

At its peak New Birth Missionary Baptist Church 
had about 25,000 members. The church was such 
a glamorous Sunday  stop it became dubbed "Club 
New Birth."

But to limit Long's impact to the black church 
understates his inluence.

He spoke before Congress, visited President Clin-
ton in the White House and became a popular igure 
in white Pentecostal circles. His church hosted 
Coretta Scott King's funeral service in 2006.

Innis was a politically 
conservative civil rights 
leader who tussled 
philosophically with other 
activists during an oft-
times embattled, decades-
long tenure at the helm 
of the Congress of Racial 
Equality.  He died Jan. 
8 from complications of 
Parkinson’s desease at 

the age of 82.
Mr. Innis rose to prominence in the 1950s and 

1960s as a CORE activist in Harlem.   He worked 
on issues including police brutality and economic 
revitalization in Harlem before rising through the 
organization’s ranks. 

Roy Emile Alfredo Innis was born in Christianst-
ed, on the island of Saint Croix, on June 6, 1934. His 
father, a police oficer, died when Mr. Innis was 6, 
and when he was 12 his mother moved the family to 
New York.

In Memory of Bishop Eddie Long

In Memory of Roy Innis

Cliff Cross & Associates
Call 721 - 4200

$1,000 - $30,000
Top Final Expense (Burial) Insurance Policy

• Full Coverage Day One    
• Passes Tax Free to Heirs

CHILD’S POLICY

$10,000 - $50,000  
Coverage for just

14/year -  50/year
 $  $

FOR YOUR FAMILY 

For your obituary notices call

(316) 681-1155



T
he A.R.I.S.E Ensemble held its 
new Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Heroes & Sheroes Award Gala on 

Jan 16 at St. James Episcopal Church.  
The event was an inspiring and uplift-
ing breakfast to honor local leaders, 
churches and businesses who continue 
the work of civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. as supporters of arts 
education and diversity in the Black 
community.  

The awards breakfast 
honored; Holy Savior Catho-
lic Church, Calvary United 
Methodist Church,, Capitol 
Federal Bank, Cox Busi-
ness, Transtec Corporation, 
Westar Energy, Josephine 
Brown and Jay and Rhita 
Muci & Family

Under the direction of 
Mr. Shawn Chastain, and 
accompanied by June 

Faucett-Huff, A.R.I.S.E.’s performance 
of Negro Spirituals  will reach deep into 
your soul and touch your heart, like 
no other musical group you have ever 
heard.    Dr. Evies Cranford serves as 
board president.

Revenue from ticket sales for the 
event will be used to establish a schol-
arship for a local high school senior 
interested in pursuing a degree in 
music, social science or history.
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‘These are Earthquake Times’ Ministerial League Holds Annual MLK Celebration

Honoring Martin Luther King, Jr.

T
he Greater Wichita Ministerial 
League Ecumenical Celebration 
culminated Wichita’s week-end 

long salute to the memory and works of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  The league’s 
annual Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration 
was held on Jan 16. at the Wichita State 
University Metroplex.    

This year’s program, “Following in His 
Footsteps … Renewing a Spirit of Em-
powerment,” featured Pastor Ralph West 
of The Church Without Walls in Houston, 
TX as the guest speaker.  Dr. West built his 
sermon to a crescendo “These are earth-
quake times, these are earthquake times,” 
he stated – the audience responded with a 
roar and clapping and shouts.

Vice-Mayor Lavonta Williams also re-
minded the crowd of Wichita’s central role 
in the civil rights era, when members of 
the NAACP sat at the Dockum Drug Store 
lunch counter every day for three weeks in 
July 1958. 

Bishop Wade Moore told how he 
recently visited the hotel in Memphis 
where King was shot and noticed the room 
number, 306. His wife leaned over and 
told him the room they were staying in – 
“We’re in room 306,” she said.

Moore said he took it as a challenge.

“The Lord began to 
speak to me and said 
we’re all in Room 306. 
Now we have got to have 
that same courage that 
Dr. King had, under the 
threat of death, to walk 
out of our Room 306 and 
begin to make a change,” 
he said. 

Elite Sponsor Awards of 
Excellence were presented 
to Wichita State University 
and Spirit AeroSystems. 

The MLK Dreams and Visions Award 
was given to Pastor Roosevelt DeShazer, 
Sr. who currently serves as the president 
of the Greater Wichita Ministerial League.  
Spirit of Unity Awards were given to Be-
yond Tolerance Movement founders, Rev. 
Sam Muyskens and Bishop Wade Moore 
for their work bringing religious leaders 
together, while challenging each other 
to look beyond racial tolerance towards 
transformation. 

The Children’s Choir under the direc-
tion of Ciara Houston, and the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Choir, under the leadership 
of Pastor Roderick Houston performed 
several uplifting numbers.  

PHOTOS: 
1. Girls from the Katherine Johnson 
Scholar Sistems Elementary STEM 
Club helped pass out copies of 
“The Community Voice” at the 

event.   2. Pastor Ralph West of 
Houston, TX. was the keynote 
speaker. 3. Two Spirit of Unity 
Awards were presented.  (L-R) 
Bishop Mark Gilkey, Bishop Wade 

Moore, Rev. Sam Muyskens, and 
Pastor Cynthia Davis  4. The 
weekend culminated  with hundreds 
of Wichitans gathering at the 
Metroplex. 

PHOTOS: 
1.  Each honoree received a framed 
portrait of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, a 
group that has traveled internationally 
since 1871 singing Negro Spiritu-
als.  This group accepted the award 
for Holy Savior Church.   2. A.R.I.S.E. 
Ensemble members pose during the 
Heroes & Sheroes awards gala.  3. 
Wil-Ken owner, Willie Kendrick (L) and 
Vice President of Community Relations 
& Strategic Partnerships, Westar, Don 
Sherman (R) were in attendance at the 
breakfast. 4. A.R.I.S.E. Board member 
Dave Sproul addresses the audience.

1 2

3 4

A.R.I.S.E. Breakfast Pays Tribute to Dr. King

1

2 3 4
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