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Congratulations and best wishes to Deltha Q. Colvin, associate 

vice president of Student Afairs and director of Special Programs 

at Wichita State, on being an honoree for the 2016 Black Women 

Empowered Wichita, Inc. 

Shocker pride.

Black Women Empowered
Congratulations
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Personal story: 
Joan S. Williams is a proud native 

of Wichita, KS.  Joan attended Wichita 
Public Schools and is a graduate of 
North High School.  Joan is a life- long 
member of Calvary Baptist Church.  

In 1958, Joan became an active 
member of the youth chapter of the 
NAACP led by youth advisor, Rosie 
Hughes and youth president Ron 
Walters. She participated in the 
Dockum Drug Store sit-ins.  This was 
an important tactic  of integrating lunch 
counters throughout the nation.  This 
sit-in was the irst of its kind in the 
country and took place two years prior 
to the well-documented, Greensboro, 
N.C., 1960 lunch counter sit-in.

As Joan watched the July 12, 2016  
recording of the Black Lives Matter 
demonstration, she says sees a lot of 
similarities in the 1958 sit-in in which 
she participated. Williams hopes 
those who support the Black Lives 
Matter movement, understand the 
responsibility that comes with it.
“I would like to see all of these young 
people know why they are marching, 
and the beneits of their labor,” she 
said. “Now that you’re marching, what 

is your responsibility that comes after 
tne march.”

Joan began her 29-year career 
with Southwestern Bell in1963. She 
was the second African-American 
female hired as a clerk.  During her 
tenure at Southwestern Bell, she held 
many positions and retired in1992.  
Joan was elected chief union steward 
for the comptroller’s unit with the 
Communications Workers of America 
from 1974 until her retirement.  She 
was a Telephone Pioneer Group 
representative for several years.

Over the years, Joan has been 
active in many community and social 
organizations including:  the Elites-Top 
Ladies of Distinction; The Red Hat 
Society/Red Hot Hatter’s chapter; 
the Hider Family Reunion and The 
Women’s Bible Study-A Place for Us.

Joan has volunteered for numerous 
organizations, they include:  Kansas 
Food Bank, World Impact-By Their 
Love; TOP-The Opportunity Project 
(pre-school); SHICK-Senior Health 
Insurance Counseling for Kansas; 
Sedgwick Country Board of Elections; 
she served two terms as president 
of the Wichita African American High 

School Alumni; a consultant, involved 
with the recording, editing, writing life 
stories of several African-Americans 
in Wichita for the “I Witness to History 
Program.” Currently she serves as 
a member on the Council of Elders 
and as a board member for ARISE 
Ensemble.

Joan’s greatest joys include 
spending time with family and friends. 
She is a proud mother of son Darius 
J. Smith and a grandmother.  Her 
favorite hobbies are; ceramics, balloon 
artistry, collecting All God’s Children 
and Ebony Vision igurines. She 
enjoys walking 3 miles a day, ive days 
a week with close friends.

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you?  
I love working on projects, events, 
seeing them come to fruition!

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20-something self? 
Listen to your elders, so you will not 
make bad choices or decisions.

What advice would you 

give to the young 
girls today?
Travel and obtain the highest 
post-secondary education 
before marriage or starting a 
family.

What do you believe 
to be a major 
issue facing Black 
Women today? How 
are you addressing 
this issue in your 
personal life? 
A lack of education and dysfunctional 
relationships, I’m  mentoring young 
women.

What is the best advice 
you ever got?
My Mother taught me to be kind & 
thoughtful.

Who is your shero?
Oprah Winfrey.

What do you like to do to 
unwind?
Play cards (bid whiz) and socialize 
with friends, family.

What is one of your most 
recent triumphs?
Surviving stem-cell transplant for 

multiple myeloma.
 

My dream concert is…..
Roberta Flack.

On my bucket list is….
Cruise to Alaska.

I always laugh at…My great, 
great nephew 3- year old Talent.

I’ve been known to binge 
watch…..Downton Abbey

I can’t stop listening to….
The News

Wichita still needs….major 
shopping & restaurants, Nordstroms, 
Bloomingdales, Pappadeaux and 
Cheesecake Factory.

I just read….I am reading 
“Within The Walls”  by Daisy M. 
Jenkins.

Joan Williams
1958 Dockum Store  Sit-In Participant
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Saint Francis Community Services would like to congratulate and 
thank The Community Voice honorees for their positive influence 
in the lives they touch.

As a community partner in providing foster care, adoption and 
family services, we understand the importance of role models and 
the extra effort it takes to be a good one.  You have our respect, 
our prayers and our thanks.
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Veronica Kim Maples
Children’s Leadership

Personal story: Veronica 
K. Maples is a 25 year old who is 
employed by K-State Research 
and Extension – Sedgwick County 
as a Nutritional Educator. She 
received her Bachelor of Science in 
Interdisciplinary Social Science from 
Kansas State University.
Since December 2012, Veronica has 
served as the nursery/preschool aide 
at Tabernacle Bible Church, her duties 
include: monitoring children from 
ages 0-5, providing nutritional snacks 
and aiding in stimulating, educational 
activities.

Please share with us 
one of your favorite 
scriptures, motivational 
statements or a 
philosophy by which you 
live: Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens 
me.” This has carried me through my 
journey thus far and has given me 
the conidence, courage and strength 
to push through, even in times when 
I feel slightly defeated. Christ has 
never left me and will continue to be 

my guide

Our honorees were 
selected because of 
their ability to inspire 
others to greatness. In 
your niche are – mental, 
spiritual or physical 
health – what would you 
most like to share with 
Black women to inspire 
them to succeed? I work 
in the nutrition ield every day and 
many say they are afraid to give up 
certain tactics and habits to have a 
healthier lifestyle. I always encourage 
those that I work with to make gradual 
changes. It takes time and patience in 
order to see results and if you put in 
the effort anything is possible. Don’t 
give up!

What do you believe 
to be a major issue 
facing Black Women 
today? How are you 
addressing this issue in 
your personal life? Lack of 
self-esteem and lack of encouraging 
and uplifting one another are major 
issues facing Black Women today. 

The news, blogs, social media, etc. 
can portray women in a negative light 
and discourage women from feeling 
their best about the way they look, 
act, talk, and express themselves. I 
try to encourage those I encounter, 
whether young or old, to focus on 
themselves irst and foremost. Each 
person is different and has their own 
unique values to contribute and as 
long as God is at the forefront, you 
can overcome it all.

What do you do for fun? 
I love to travel and spend time with 
family and friends. I also love to shop 
at thrift stores. Bargains are fun to 
ind, especially when you can style 
and make them uniquely your own!

A lot of our readers 
come from low income 
families and may be 
struggling against 
obstacles that they feel 
will keep them from 
succeeding. If you would 
like to, please share 
some information with us 
about any circumstances 

you may have 
overcome to 
get to where 
you are today. 
Growing up in a single 
parent household 
while facing another 
parent’s addiction 
was not always the 
easiest situation to 
be in, however, I was 
able to ind strength 
from what I was faced 
with and learn the true meaning of 
forgiveness. Knowing who I was and 
whose I was also kept me going. I 
have made mistakes along the way 
that I learned from, but I did not let 
those mistakes deine me and what I 
wanted to become. 

Even throughout college, when 
things did not always go how they 
were supposed to, I was always 
reminded of my mother’s words, 
“It’s not about when you inish…it’s 
that you inish.” Those words ring 
in my head every day and I have 
also mentioned that to teens that I 

work with when they feel defeated. 
We all have the ability to be 
overcomers, yet we have to put our 
faith into action. 

“Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about everything. Tell 
God what you need, and thank him 
for all he has done.” – Phil. 4:6. I 
am so grateful to God for all of my 
experiences and for the fact that my 
worrying is gone. I am now proud of 
the woman I have become!
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We are so grateful for 
each of you and for all 

the work that you do to 
inspire and encourage 

others to make our 
community a beter 

place!  
www.cdfr.org 

Congratulaions, Angie Franklin!  

We are very proud of you and all 
that you do to encourage and  

empower others! 

May God coninue to bless you. 

From your church family at 

 

1108 N. Oliver 

Kenneth Peters, Senior Pastor 
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WESLEYMC.COMVisit WesleyERCheckIn.com and let us know you’re coming.

Because kids don’t always understand hospitals, 

but hospitals need to understand kids. Make the expert choice 

for pediatric emergency care. Wesley Medical Center is where 

you’ll find the only ER in Wichita just for kids. 

Why have an ER
just for kids?

Congratulations to BlaCk 
Women empoWered 

WiChita 2016 honorees:

 Teketa Harding 
 Angie Franklin
 Bernia Williams
 Deltha Q Colvin
 Veronioca Kim Maples
 Verlene Mahomes
 Demitria Larry
 Avree  Marshall
 Adrienne Degranfreed
 Lynn Gilkey
 Joan Williams

3505 N.Rock Rd 

Wichita KS 67226
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Capitol Federal® would like to 
thank you for your achievements 
and the diference you, and the 
other Empowered Black Women 
honorees, make in the Wichita 
Community.  You are powerful, 
conident and True Blue®!  
hank you!

capfed.com

Congratulations
Capitol Federal® is proud to say

Teketa Harding!

Eight Greater Wichita Locations 

to Serve You, including KenMar at 

13th & Oliver.

689-3104 or 1-888-8CAPFED
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SECTION EDITOR
ELAINE GUILLORY

MARKETING 

MARY DEAN & SHIRLEY BENTON-KELLY

GRAPHIC DESIGN

FRANCIS ONG 

Black Women 
Empowered

Black Women Empowered is a special 
supplement to The Community 
Voice Newspaper. 

The Community Voice is 
published biweekly by TCV  
Publishing, Inc. , 2918 E. Douglas, 
Wichita, KS  67208.  

Extra copies of this supplement can 
be purchased for $1 each plus  
postage, if mailing is required.

P.O. Box 20804 
Wichita, KS  67208  

316.681.1155

EMAIL 

press releases:  

press@tcvpub.com

ONLINE

communityvoiceks.com
on Facebook @

The Community Voice &

WichitaCommmunityVoice

About Black Women Empowered in Wichita  

PHOTO: Black Women Empowered in Wichita members:  (L-R) 
B.K Burkhalter, Dr. Rhonda K. Lewis, Gayle Garrett, Vada Bowen, 
Mary Dean and Shirley Benton Kelley.  

  

I
f you ind a need, ill it!  That’s exactly what motivated Mary Dean and Shirley 
Benton-Kelley, founding members of Black Women Empowered in Wichita.    

As Black women living in Wichita, the duo found themselves encountering 
a rollercoaster of emotions:  anger, despair, devotion, elation, fear, hate, hope, 
joy, love, pain, pity, rage and sympathy --  just to name a few.  They knew other 
women in the community were struggling with issues as well.  Instead of waiting 
on other organizations and individuals to sponsor events and workshops designed 
to help Black women deal with their issues, the duo formed Black Women 
Empowered in Wichita in 2011. 

With the help of an initial steering committee, the group 
planned and offered their irst workshop for the healing of Black 
women – mentally, physically and spiritually in 2013.  When the 
organization was just a shell of an idea, Dean knew she didn’t 
want to stop with just one workshop.  Completely addressing the 
organization’s mission, “to learn to love ourselves and let go of 
all emotional baggage which has hindered our progress to grow 
in every aspect of our lives,” would take time and a lot of work.  
So the organization continues to offer workshops to help in the 
healing of women.  

Last year, BWEIW became an organized 501c3 non-proit and 
they’re expanding their programs and outreach.  This special 
Women Empowered Section, in its second year, is just one of their 
outreach efforts.  

In this special section, they share with you empowered and 
inspiring women who are in different places on their life’s journey.  
What they all have in common is they have igured out ways to 

deal with whatever has come their way.  From rape, to obesity and even prison, 
these ladies have proved, it’s hard to keep a good woman down.  They’ll rise up 
like a phoenix and in this section they share with you just how.  

A common thread among these women is their willingness to give back.  They 
may not have it all, but they’re willing to share their time and experiences in hope 
of helping others.  

We hope you enjoy meeting and learning about our 
2016 Women Empowered.  



Making it  

IMPOSSIBLE 

Deltha Q. Colvin, 

Associate Vice President of Student Affairs 

Puts the SPECIAL  

in the Office of Special Programs 

This is the ediice that she has built…. 

Congratulations  Deltha Q. Colvin,  

an EDUCATION HONOREE  

for the 2016 Black Women Empowered Wichita, Inc. 
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Here Come the Judges

T
his year, five of the seven state 
Supreme Court justices are up 
for a retention vote.  A committee 

of lawyers and non-lawyers nominates 
three candidates for an open position 
on the court, and the governor decides 
which of the three to appoint.  It’s a 
system that helps ensure the court has 
a qualified judiciary and minimizes 
the political influence on the state’s 
judiciary.

The justices are held accountable 
through the retention election process.  
Every six year, the judges are up for 
a retention election, with the voters 
deciding whether or not to retain them. 
Since 1958, when the selection process 
was put in place, no justice has been 
voted out of office.  However, this year, 
well-funded groups are determined to 
break that trend.  

The money behind Kansas’ judicial 
elections is part of a growing national 
trend making state Supreme Court races 
increasingly political.  It’s a trend that 
both those who support and oppose 
it says help holds judges accountable 
to those who support their reelection.  
Those who oppose it say it’s a trend that 
threatens judicial independence. 

Across the country, state Supreme 
Court races have become increasingly 
politicized, a trend that supporters say 

helps hold judges accountable for 
legislating from the bench and critics 
call a threat to judicial independence.

The Brennan Center for Justice at 
the New York University School of Law, 
who has been critical of special inter-
est influence in judicial races, reports 
outside groups and parties spent nearly 
$24 million on Supreme Court contests 
during the 2012 election cycle, about 
twice as much as the two previous 
cycles combined. Unlike megabuck fed-
eral elections, as little as a few hundred 
thousand dollars can swing these races, 
giving donors more bang for the buck.

Most of the attention has focused 
on states where voters elect justices, 
but this cycle, the interest has turned to 
the 20 states where governors appoint 
judges and voters only get to decide 
whether they're retained. 

Their efforts have been working.  
Three justices in Iowa were unseated 
after making a ruling that legalized 
same sex marriage.  The judges were 
targeted in their retention bid by a 
group of organizations that included 
the National Organization for Marriage 
and the American Family Association.

Who’s behind the Kansas vote?  A 
loophole in Kansas election laws makes 
it impossible to determine exactly who’s 
is the money behind these judicial 
races.  However, four former governors 
– both Democrat and Republican – 
have come out in support of retaining 
the judges.  While the money behind the 
ouster campaign isn’t clear, Gov. Sam 
Brownback and conservative members 
of the Kansas Legislature have been very 
vocal in their opposition to the judges.  

Why the Opposition?
The opposition to the justices is pri-

marily around two issue – the justices’ 
vote on school funding and a ruling they 
made in the Carr Brother’s case.  Many 
people are aware of the fight between 

the justices and the Kansas legislature 
over school funding.  The Supreme 
Court ruled the school funding method 
approved by the Kansas Legislature 
is unfair and doesn’t adequately fund 
Kansas schools.  Earlier this year, the 
Supreme Court threatened to close 
down the state’s schools unless the 
Legislature approved a better funding 
method.  

Less straight forward is the disagree-
ment between the court and a group 
that feel they were too lenient in a death 
penalty ruling regarding the Carr Broth-
ers—who were found guilty of killing 
four people in terribly horrific 2000 
Wichita incident.  According to those 
who opposed the judges, in 2014 the 
judges chose the rights of the murder-
ers over the victims, when they vacated 
the Carr’s death sentences.  

The ruling came as the result of an 
appeal by the Carr’s defense attorneys.  
They claimed the jurors were not given 
proper instructions and that the trial 
and sentencing should have been tried 
separately.  

In vacating the ruling, the justices 
agreed the brothers should not have 
been sentenced together.  The case was 
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned the Kansas Supreme Court.  
In the meantime, Kansas prosecutors 
had changed the way they give instruc-
tions to jurors. 

The Kansas justices ruling in no way 
meant the Carr’s would be released, but 
that doesn’t stop those who opposed 
the justices from being offended by 
their actions.  

Liberal versus Conservative 
Four of the five justices up for reten-

tion are considered to “liberal” since 
they were appointed by Gov. Kathleen 
Sebelius or moderate Republican Bill 
Graves.  The other judge, appointed by 
Gov. Brownback isn’t being opposed 

by any group.
If the four judges are ousted, Gov. 

Sam Brownback will be able to appoint 
judges who he hopes will be more sup-
portive of his stances on issues.   

The attempt to oust the judges at 
the ballot box have come after several 
attempts by conservative Republicans in 
the State legislature to limit the judge’s 
power through legislation.  

First, the legislature passed a law 
stripping the State Supreme Court of 
administrative power over lower state 
courts.  Then, they passed another law 
that stripped the state’s entire court 
system of funding if any court struck 
down any part of the previous law.  

Untethered, the State Supreme Court 

ruled the first of the laws unconstitu-
tional on the grounds that it usurped the 
“general administrative authority” given 
to the courts by the state constitution.  
Because of the second retaliatory law, 
this ruling jeopardized the judiciary’s 
funding.  

However the legislature caved in on 
the second law reversing it during the 
2016 Legislative session, but they still 
weren’t finished.  The Kansas Senate 
voted on a bill setting a very vague list 
of grounds for impeachment of judges.  

Another group also working behind 
the scenes on this vote is Kansans for 
Life, the anti-abortion group who also 
could benefit from a more conservative 
judiciary.
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8 2016 Elections

What’s the Big Deal with Judicial Elections? 
You don’t have to watch television for long to know this year, the retention elec-

tion of Kansas Supreme Court Judges is a big deal this year.  Mostly ignored in the 

past, this year big money is being put behind these elections with two sides trying 

to convince you they know what’s best.

Five of the seven Kansas Supreme Court Justices are up for retention vote 
this year and the vote, which typically lies under the radar, is attracting a lot 
of attention this year.  Seated left to right: Hon. Marla J. Luckert, Hon. Lawton 
R. Nuss, Chief Justice; Hon. Carol A. Beier.Standing left to right: Hon. Dan 
Biles, Hon. Eric S. Rosen, Hon. Lee A. Johnson, and Hon. Caleb Stegall.

Judges Up for Retention Vote 

Chief Justice Lawton Nuss  Appointed to the Kansas Supreme Court in 
2002 by Gov. Bill Graves.

Justice Marla Luckert  Appointed to the Court in 2003 by Gov. Bill Graves. 
Justice Carol Beier Appointed to the Court in 2003 by Gov. Kathleen 
Sebeilus.

Justice Dan Biles Appointed in 2009 by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius. 

Justice Caleb Stegall Appointed in 2014 by Gov. Sam Brownback.   
Stegall is the only justice not being opposed for retention by any group.  

A recent poll by Fort 
Hays State University 
showed that Kansans 
have more trust and 
support for the court 
system than any other 
branch of government.

”

“

By Bonita Gooch

The Community Voice 





Beyond Hillary and Trump:  More Races on Your Ballott

O
kay so you’re excited about voting for the president but 
who are the rest of the people/positions on this ballot and 
why do they matter.  

In case you missed it, we covered a lot of the offices, some that 
will be on your ballot, told you who currently holds the position, 
and what role the position plays in governing our state.  Positions 
we discussed are:  U.S. Senator, U.S. Congressman, Governor/
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, State 
Treasurer and Insurance Commission, Kansas Senator, Kansas 
Representative and Judges.  

If you missed this section, and want to learn more about each 
office, ahead of the election, you can read this article online at 
www.communityvoiceks.com.  Click on e-editions and read the 
Sept. 22 edition.  

Well take on more race here, and any or all of these races might 
appear on your ballot this year.  

Why do these races matter?
Your votes in the presidential race, and the federal congres-

sional and senatorial races, are incredibly important. However, 
it is the state-level legislative races and local races that are most 
crucial when it comes to the issues facing our state. These include 
votes for offices like your District Attorney, County elected offices, 
School Board members, District Court and Magistrate judges, and 
your votes for judicial retention. 

State Board of Education
The Kansas State Board of Education makes policy decisions 

that affect what children in Kansas learn from pre-school through 
high school.  They set standards by grade for what students are 
expected to learn, set graduation requirements, and set rules for 
licensing teachers, school counselor and even school nurses.  This 
may not seem controversial but it can be.  In the past the State 
BOE has drawn national attention for a discussion on what Kansas 
students should be taught about evolution and the origin of life.  A 
more recent decision of the board was approving some districts 
to hire unlicensed teachers.  When your child sits down to take 
assessment tests, how often they’re tested and what they’re tested 
on is decided by the KSBOE.  

There are 10 members of the board, each representing a differ-
ent part of the state, and they serve four year terms.  This year, half 
of the board seats are up for election.  

A District Attorney
 Oversees investigations, including search warrant preparation, 

inquisitions, and working alongside law enforcement. In the court-

room, the DA directs bond hearings, arraignments, habeas corpus 
petitions, probation, restitution hearings, bench and jury trials; in 
addition, provides law enforcement training, legal research, trial 
preparation and expungement and diversion decisions.

Other duties include working with the Kansas Court of Appeals 
and the Kansas Supreme Court, reviewing all police reports filed 
with the office, determining what charges will be filed, probable 
cause affidavits, communicating with victims, and aiding in inter-
nal policy and issue decisions.

County Commissioner
Each county in the state has its own county commission and the 

sizes of the commissions vary, from as small as three members to 
as many as seven.  The county is an agent of the state for tradition-
al government functions, such as conducting elections, appraising 
and assessing property.  The county commission is responsible for 
enacting policies generally in regards to public health, safety and 
welfare matters.  In the part of the County that are not within cities, 
they are responsible for maintaining the community infrastructure, 
such as roads, bridges, parks, and utilities.  

County Commissions may also provide services for economic 
development, comprehensive planning, zoning, environmental 
protection, mental health centers, senior citizens programs, 
health agencies and drug counseling.  They have the ability to levy 
taxes to pay for these services and set the budget to operate these 
services.    

County Clerk
A County Clerk oversees and facilitates many tasks, mostly 

regarding keeping the records of the county.  The clerk maintains 
county contracts, keeps the county’s financial records, and man-
ages valuations, taxes and the county’s tax rolls.  Additionally, the 
Clerk administers payroll for all County employees, issues W-2s, 
and provides licenses for anything from the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks to firework permits.

The County Clerk is responsible for maintaining accurate voter 
registration records, collecting candidate filing fees, and adminis-
tering all aspects of elections – ballots, polling locations, and the 
necessary equipment in accordance with federal, state, and local 
regulations.

County Treasurer
The County Treasurer’s Office is responsible for collection of 

real estate, personal property and motor vehicle taxes, special 
assessments and other miscellaneous taxes for a county. The Trea-
surer apportions and distributes that revenue to local taxing units, 

such as school districts and municipalities.
In addition, the Treasurer is responsible for the title and regis-

tration application of motor vehicles, performs the function of a 
bank for all revenue-generating County departments and invests 
tax dollars. 

District Attorney 
A District Attorney oversees investigations, including search 

warrant preparation, inquisitions, and works alongside law 
enforcement. In the courtroom, the DA directs bond hearings, 
arraignments, makes recommendations for probation, restitution 
hearings, and serves as the prosecutor in bench and jury trials; the 
DA can also can setup and implement expungement and diversion 
programs on the county level.  
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2016 Elections



The Kansas Democratic Party has launched a 
campaign, Finish the Ballot, encouraging vot-
ers to vote beyond the Presidential and Federal 
races, and all the way down to the end of their 
ballot.  “Your votes in the presidential race, the 
federal congressional and senatorial races, and the 
state-level legislative races are incredibly impor-
tant. And because your votes are so important, we 
encourage you to vote all the way down the ballot 
and in your local races, as well,” they write on their 
website.  

They’re right!  Any and all persons in every 
elected position are given power to make decisions 
that control our/your daily life.  Don’t give away 
your power, have a say in who impacts your life 
from the District Attorney’s ofice who makes deci-
sions on who is charged for a crime and who isn’t, 
to the State Board of Education who make deci-

sions about what our required to learn. 

Consider Voting Early to Avoid the Lines  

A
dvance voting will be available in all counties across the state beginning Oct. 24.  You can 
vote at your County election ofice during regular business hours, but many counties are offer-
ing extended hours for early voting in the last few days before the election.  

In Sedgwick County advance voting will also be available at remote sites from Nov.1-5.  Hours 
are Noon to 7 p.m. Nov 1, 3, & 4, Noon to 5 p.m. Nov. 2, and Saturday voting, Nov. 5, from 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.  Northeast Wichita residents who are used to advance voting at the Center for Health and 
Wellness (now Health Core) should know that the Northeast Wichita advance voting location this 
yearwill be at Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, 2727 E. 25th St. N.  

Review Your Ballot Online Before You Vote  

D
o get caught by surprise, review the exact ballot you’ll see at your voting precinct before 
you head out to vote.  You can pull up the exact ballot you’ll see when you arrive at the 
polls by going to www.canivote.org.  On the sites from page, select your state, then click on 

the icon for registration information.  Enter your county, name and date of birth, and push search. 
If you’re registered, your name and voting location will come and below that, you can click to see 
your sample ballot.  

Take time to look it over, research the candidates and make informed decision.  When you get 
to the polls, there won’t be any surprises.  
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JOB 
FAIR 

Expo

Thurs. Oct. 27  • 1-4 pm
Saint Mark UMC Family Life Center

1525 N. Lorraine • Wichita  

Serving Those Employment Challenged

Over 20 Employers!!
Dress for Success 

Bring Resume or Create One on Site!

Free Chili Cheese Dogs  • Motivational Speakers

Resume Building Assistance 

Expungement Resources 

Interview Skills Workshop 

Online Resources  • Educational Resources  

LEAD PASTOR ROBERT G. JOHNSON
www.saintmarkumc.com  |   facebook.com/TeamSaintMarkUMCPrisonMinistry 

CONTACT OBADIAH @ 316-258-5835 OR DAVID @ 316-243-7380

Community Briefs

N.E. OPTIMISTS SPONSORING BUS TRIP 
TO CHIEFS GAME 

Wichita Northeast Optimists are 
sponsoring a fundraising day 
bus trip to see the Kansas City 
Chiefs play this fall.  The 
game, on Sun., Nov. 6 at 
Noon features the Chiefs tak-
ing on the Jacksonville 
Jaguars at Arrowhead 
Stadium.  

The Bus departs 
Wichita at 7:30 a.m. 
and should arrive back 
in Wichita around 8:30 p.m.  Seats to the game are in the red zone.  
In addition to the football, the bus will make a breakfast snack 
stop on the way up and stop at the Peach Tree restaurant for din-
ner (on your own) after the game.  This is a non-alcohol trip.  

The complete trip price is $99 per person.  The deadline for 
paid reservations is Mon., Oct. 24, 6 p.m.  Tickets purchases are 
nonrefundable, but they are tax deductible. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

A brand new Lord’s Diner mobile food truck is slated to start 
providing services at the Atwater Center and they are looking for 

volunteers.  The mobile food truck will distribute meals Monday 
-Friday from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Atwater Neighborhood Resource 
Center, 2755 E. 19th St. N.  This new service is a partnership be-
tween the Catholic Diocese, District I City Council Member Lavonta 
Williams, City of Wichita Park and Recreation and the Office of 
Community Services. To volunteer, or for additional information, 
call 266-4966 and ask for Sheryl, Jan or Paul. 

NEW ONLINE CITY GARAGE SALE 
PERMITTING SYSTEM

The System also helps you garage sale fans 
The  City of Wichita has launched a new online garage sale per-

mitting system designed to make it easier to do business with local 
government. Just visitwww.wichita.gov, look for the garage sale sign 
icon in the middle of the page, and click.  Set up an account by en-
tering an email address and create a private password. Apply for a 
permit or search the City’s garage sale permit “ads” and locations. 

City government issues more than 5,000 garage sale permits a 
year. The new system will allow users to add information about 
each sale, including what merchandise is offered at the sale 
(e.g. tools, books, clothing, furniture, etc.). Users can create a 
“classified” ad about their sale to be carried on the City’s website. 
The information will be available for free to anyone with Internet 
access. A Google map will pinpoint the location of each garage sale 
and a report can be printed listing each sale. The information for 
a sale may even include up to five photograph images that can be 

uploaded with the ad.
There is no additional cost to advertise on the website.  The 

$2.50-a-day cost of the permit includes the inclusion of each 
garage sale’s advertisement on the website. Users searching for 
garage sales pay nothing.

The new online system comes at a good time. Dillon’s grocery 
stores discontinued selling garage sale permits in January.  Since 
then, residents have had two options: go to the Express Office 
Business Licensing window on the 1st floor of City Hall or pur-
chase a permit at The Wichita Eagle.

 TOPEKA CLEAN SLATE DAY A HUGE SUCCESS 
Here are the preliminary number for people helped during 

Clean Slate Day held in Topeka.  The day allowed people to clear 
their records of outstanding warrants, pay off fines, make payment 
arrangements for fines and even set up diversions and expunge-
ments.  

Preliminary numbers show 372 people showed up, with City 
officials staying more than two hours after the original advertised 
time.    Of those who showed up, 173 saw Judge Geier, and of 
those about 125 had their warrants pulled.  Five owed jail time and 
came in to set up new jail dates, 20 received expungements, 60 
people entered please, and 15 people were put on a payment plan.  

The Department of Motor Vehicles, was on hand for the days 
and helped 207 drivers.  The collected$650 in fees and issued 25 
restricted licenses.  
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James C. Barfield is a new inde-
pendent Wichita  franchise owner of 
Stratus Business Solutions, a company 
that delivers 
premium 
quality 
commercial 
cleaning and 
janitorial 
services.  

The 
company is 
known for 
its environ-
mentally friendly commercial cleaning 
and the use of biodegradable, non-toxic 
Stratus Green Clean chemicals.  Some 
highlights of the services offered by 
Stratus are hygienic cleaning and public 
health options, floor and carpet clean-
ing, restroom sanitization, pressure 
washing, post construction site clearing 
and cleaning and day porter services.  

Kamerion Wimbley, Wichita native 
and former NFL football player, has 
opened his second Wings & Things 
restaurant in Wichita at 2624 E. 21st 
St. N. The 
restaurant 
features 
over 10 
different 
sauces and 
boneless, 
breaded 
or naked 
wings.  The 
first Wichita 
Wings & Things is located at 2800 E. 
Central. 

In his letter to customers, Dr. Val 
Brown has asked all patients to make 
arrangements to have their files trans-
ferred to their new doctor by the end 
of October.  Records not transferred by 
the deadline, will be put in Under-
ground Vaults & Storage and there will 
likely be a cost to retrieve them. Dr. 
Brown’s office number is (316) 858-
2000.  The storage is located at 3333B 
N. Mead, (316) 838-2121.   

Y
es, baby boomers are fond of 
recalling the good old days, 
when candy bars were a dime, 

kids played outside until after dark 
and you had a long-term relationship 
with a doctor who knew you by name 
and remembered all your ailments.  

Now, candy bars cost a dollar or 
more and kids play is most often fo-
cused around a screen.  However for 
some, that friendly community doctor 
is still just down the street.  That is 
until Oct. 31, when Dr. Val Brown, Jr. 
retires, and along with him goes the 
official end of an era.  

Dr. Brown’s small offices in a 
two-story medical office building 
just north of Via Christi St. Francis 
exudes familial charm.  On any visit, 
a patient is sure to walk in and see 
someone they know, and if you don’t 
know anyone in the lobby, this is the 
kind of place where people struck up 
conversations anyway.  

His is a practice that caters to the 
community, just like the practice of 
his father, Dr. Val Brown, Sr., who was 
around when “Negro” doctors took 
care of “Negro” patients, and both 
sides treated each other with mutual 
respect. Brown, Jr. grew up watching 
that kind of caring service community 
doctors gave their patients and, it’s 
the kind of practice he’s given his 
patients during more than 35 years as 
a practicing physician.  

While corporate doctors cycle 
patients through, with barely more 
than a “hi” and a “bye,” Dr. Brown’s 
patients could count on him to 
pull up a stool and talk for a while.   
They’d talk about family, sports or 
whatever was on their mind, and Doc 
would join in the banter.  They could 
expect Doc Brown to listen attentively 
to what ails them but they could also 
expect a firm talking to, especially if 
they hadn’t been following the doc-
tor’s orders.  

He was forceful, but caring.  “You 
know you’ve got to cut back on that 
salt,” “You can’t keep gaining weight 
like this,” and “have you been exer-
cising, like I told you,” he’d ask as he 

peered up from the chart with a not 
so happy look on his face. 

 “Trish (Dr. Brown’s wife) would 
say, “you shouldn’t talk to them like 
that,’” exclaimed Dr. Brown during 
our interview.  “I told her, ‘they 
expect it.  Especially if they’re mess-
ing up.’”  

It was his tough but caring ap-
proach that got through to and helped 
save some of his toughest patients.  

Last week, Dr. Brown mailed out 
notices of his retirement to more than 
1000 patients.  He counts nearly 500 
to 600 of them as active patients who 
will have to find a new medical home.  
Beyond “oh no,” and “please don’t 
retire,” he says the question he’s 
hearing most often is “where do I find 
another doctor like you?”

“I don’t know anybody like me,” 
he says, even though the letter he 
mailed to patients does make a 
couple of recommendations for his 
patient’s future medical care, he 
agrees, his retirement reflects the 
end of an era for Wichita’s African-
American community.   Nearly 80% of 
his patients were African Americans, 
many of whom have aged with him.  

His aging clients are accumulat-

ing illnesses and, as they age, they 
require more and more of his time.  
But it wasn’t his client base that 
finally made Dr. Brown decide to 
retire. He says he’s grown frustrated 
with the administrative requirements 
of being in private practice.  The 
implementation of electronic records 
in 2013 was supposed to streamline 
that process, but only exasperated it, 
he says.  

Failure to comply means a per-
centage reduction on already small 
Medicare payments for services.  So 
he spends 40 hours a week seeing 
patients and another 40 handling 
their records and processing claims.  
So the increasing time on the job 
and, a wife who’s been retired since 
2009, was enough to convince Brown 
it was time for a change.  

He’s only retiring from private 
practice, he’ll continue to work in 
emergency rooms, something he’s 
done on and off for more than 20 
years.  He’ll also give more time to EC 
Tyree, a community health facility at 
Saint Mark United Methodist Church, 
where he’s the medical director.  

“No, I’m not going to resume my 
private practice at E.C. Tyree,” Brown 

says.  “That’s my church and I feel a 
certain loyalty to them.”

With his extra time, he’ll to spend 
more time with Trish, travel and 
pursue his hobbies that he says he’s 
largely ignored over the past two 
decades.    

His daughter LaTrice “Trecy” 
Brown has been helping him out 
during his last few months at the 
office. She has a degree in Healthcare 
leadership and stepped in when he 
needed her, working as his recep-
tionist, office assistant and medical 
assistant, after his staff members 
found new jobs in anticipation of his 
retirement.  After the office closes, 
she will be available through Nov. 30 
to take patient’s calls.  

When his father retired from 
practice in 1995, the headline in the 
Wichita Eagle was “A Gentle Doctor 
Retires.”  

That’s not this doctors head-
line.  “Tell them, I did it for so long 
because, I had a passion about my 
practice, a passion about my patients 
and a passion about their health.” 

“I’ve had a good run in this com-
munity.  I wouldn’t have traded it for 
the world.”

Brown’s Retirement Marks End of an Era 
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By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

Business
Briefs 

Barield

Wimbley

   

At age 63, Dr. Val Brown, Jr. is retiring from private practice.  His retirement brings an end of an era to Wichita’s 
African-American community.  



What is Open Enrollment? 
During open enrollment, eligible 

adults can sign up for Medicare 
Prescrition Drug coverage for the first 
time and current Medicare consumers 
can make changes to several aspects of 
their coverage as well. 

 “If you’re 
already 
enrolled, 
this is an 
opportunity 
to review 
your 
coverage and 
make adjustments if necessary so it 
better meets your needs,” said Kansas 
Department for Aging and Disability 
Services (KDADS) Acting Secretary, Tim 
Keck. 

If you’re already enrolled in a 
Medicare Part D prescription plan or a 
Medicare Advantage Plan and you don’t 
want to make changes to your coverage 
for 2017, you don’t need to do anything 
during open enrollment. However your 
current plan may not be available in 
2017. If this is the case you should have 
received a non-renewal notice from 
your carrier prior to Oct. 15. If didn’t 
receive a notice, it means you can keep 
your plan without doing anything during 
open enrollment. But be cautious: 
your benefits and premiums could be 
changing for 2017. 

The available plans and what they 
cover are updated from one year to the 
next, so even if the plan you have now 
was the best option when you shopped 
last year, it’s important to verify that is 
still the case before you lock yourself in 

for another year.

Finding the Best Plan For Me?
By now you should have been notified 

by your insurers about any adjustments in 
your health/drug coverage, or any changes 
in your out-of-pocket costs for next year, 
and if you feel as though your plan may 
no longer be the best option for you, open 
enrollment is the time to choose a new one. 
Shopping around is the best way to save 
you money and improve your coverage.  
Medicare’s website – www.medicare.gov – 
has the best tool for helping narrow your 
search for a new health or drug plan. Just 
click on “Find Health and Drug Plans.” 

From there, enter your ZIP code and the 
list of your prescriptions, then use the 
“Mediwcare Plan Finder” tool to compare 
coverage and out-of-pocket costs under 
different plans. Another convenient thing 
about shopping plans online is the ability 
to see the different qualities. To help you 
identify the best and worst plans, the Plan 
Finder provides star ratings for each plan. 
Gold stars are for plans with the highest, 
five-star rating, while a warning icon alerts 
you to plans that have performed poorly 
for at least the past three years. 

If online enrollment isn’t for you, 
Medicare’s toll-free help line is available 
to call at 1-800-633-4227.  One-on-one 
benefits counseling is also available for 
free through the State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program. Just call 1-800-860-
5260.
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Make Medicare Enrollment 
an Easy Pill to Swallow



I
ndividuals that land in the 
coverage gap, known as the 
“donut hole” will enjoy more 

savings on their prescriptions in 
2017. They will receive a 60% 
discount on brand-name drugs and 
a 49 percent discount on generic 
drugs while in the gap.  The donut 
hole begins once an individual and 
their drug plan have spent $3,700 
for drugs. The amount of help 
depends on a recipient’s income 
and resources. But, generally, they 
will pay no more than $3.30 for 
generic drugs and $8.25 for brand-
name drugs.

The Drug Donut 
Hole is Smaller

Watch Out For 
Scams During 
Open Enrollment

C
ommissioner Ken Selzer, 
as part of the Kansas 
Insurance Department’s 

mission to assist consumers, offers 
these tips for protecting Medicare-
eligible seniors from scam-artists 
intent on taking advantage of open 
enrollment:
•  Beware of door-to-door 
salespeople. Agents cannot solicit 
business for either Medicare Part 
D or Medicare Advantage Plans at 
your home without an appointment 
(this does not apply to Medicare 
Supplement plans).  Do not let 
uninvited agents into your home. 
Also, Medicare has no oficial sales 
representatives.
•  You can check with the Kansas 
Insurance Department to make 
sure the salesperson is a licensed 
agent. Call 800-432-2484 to speak 
with a Consumer Assistance 
representative.
•  No marketing is allowed in 
educational or care settings. 
Federal regulations prohibit the 
marketing of Medicare products 
in places where health care is 
delivered, or at an educational 
event.
•  Free lunches are not allowed, 
either.  Federal regulations prohibit 
offers of free meals for listening to 
a sales presentation for a Medicare 
product or for signing up for a 
particular plan. 

Original Medicare (Part A and B) With original Medicare, you can go 
directly to the doctor or hospital when you need care without prior permission from 
Medicare or your primary care physician, you pay a coinsurance for each service 
you receive, and there are limits on how much doctors and hospitals can charge for 
your care. Original Medicare includes Part A (Inpatient/Hospital Coverage) and Part B 
(Outpatient/Medical Coverage.) However, you pay a monthly premium of $121.80 (or 
higher depending on your income) for Part B.  

If you get Social Security, Railroad Retirement Board, or Ofice of Personnel 
Management beneits, your Part B premium is automatically deducted from your beneit 
payment. If you don’t get these beneit payments, you’ll get a bill. Unless you choose 
otherwise, you will have original Medicare. 

Medicare Part D If you wish to have Medicare Part D (Drug coverage) in 
addition to Original Medicare, you will most likely need join a stand-alone Medicare 
drug plan (PDP).

Medicare Advantage  You always have the option to get your beneits from a 
Medicare Advantage plan, which is a strong alternative for people who prefer to receive 
care through a private insurer rather than through Medicare’s original fee-for-service 
program. The average monthly premium for a Medicare Advantage plan will drop by 
$1.19 to $31.40, while the average monthly premium for a basic drug plan will inch up 
$1.50 to $34. To enroll in Medicare Advantage plan, you must meet some basic criteria:

• You must be enrolled in Medicare Part A and B.
• You must live in the plan’s service area.
• You cannot have End-Stage Renal Disease (some exceptions apply).
Between Jan. 1 and Feb. 14 each year, those enrolled in a Medicare Advantage 

plan can leave that plan and return to original Medicare. 

Medicare Plan Guide







If you are a recipient of Medicare, it is time 

to check your health and drug coverage for 

2017—Medicare’s open enrollment started on 

Oct. 15, and it only runs through Dec. 7.



M
ore than 40 rights groups 
asked the Department of 
Justice to launch a probe ex-

amining whether systems used by police 
to investigate crimes disproportionately 
identify Blacks as criminal suspects. 

US law enforcement agencies store 
images of 117 million adults as part of 
facial recognition programs that have 
become critical tools in modern police 
work. As public surveillance become 
commonplace in cities across the 
country, police departments are able to 
use databases of facial images to identify 
potential suspects who may have been 
caught on video cameras at stores, city 
streets, or within public transportation, 
for instance.

But a report released on Tuesday 
raises serious questions about racial 
bias built into these systems designed to 
identify suspects, saying the technology 
disproportionately singles out blacks in 
criminal investigations. 

The year-long study from Georgetown 
Law's Center on Privacy and Technology 
charted the rapid increase in facial rec-
ognition programs at 52 police agencies 
nationwide. The programs contain mug 
shots, images from driver's licenses, 
and other pictures cataloged in systems 
created without legislative approval 
and operated without legal oversight, 
according to the study.

"These algorithms don't see race 
in the same way you and I do, but that 
doesn't mean they're not racist," said 
Jonathan Frankle, a PhD student at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
who worked the study as a technologist 
with the Center on Privacy and Technol-
ogy.

"When you have darker skin, there's 

less information in the photo because 
your skin reflects light differently. So 
having darker skin means it's harder to 
differentiate faces, which is bad because 
if you're going to use this as a policing 
tool you want this to be as accurate as 
possible."

According to the study, facial recogni-
tion systems are 5 to 10% less accurate 
when trying to identify blacks than when 
analyzing the facial images of white 
adults in the system.

In conjunction with the Georgetown 
report, more than 40 civil liberties 
organizations, including the American 
Civil Liberties Union asked the Justice 
Department to examine whether facial 
recognition systems contribute to racial 
bias in policing. 

"A growing body of evidence sug-
gested that law enforcement use of 
face recognition technology is having 
a disparate impact on communities of 
color, potentially exacerbating and en-
trenching existing policing disparities," 
the groups said in a letter to the Justice 
Department.

As public surveillance become com-
monplace in cities across the country, 
police departments are able to use 
databases of facial images to identify 
potential suspects who may have been 
caught on video cameras at stores, city 
streets, or within public transportation, 
for instance.

"This is a fundamental change in 
policing where everything you do in 
public is trackable not through your 
technology, but through your body," said 
Alvaro Bedoya, executive director of 
the Center for Privacy and Technology, 
during a press conference Tuesday. "And 
this technology is not limited to serious 

criminals. It's not limited at all, really."
The report's authors recommend that 

police departments take several steps to 
limit the potential for racial bias in facial 
recognition programs affecting inves-
tigations. Society has decided to adopt 
"this technology first, and decided to 
ask questions later," said Clare Garvey, 
associate researcher at Georgetown's 
Center on Privacy and Technology. "That 
approach is fundamentally flawed."

The Georgetown report comes one 
week after the ACLU revealed that police 
in Baltimore and Ferguson, Mo., moni-
tored protests in real-time Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram posts. Baltimore 
police also used the state of Maryland's 
so-called Image Repository System, 
which accesses police mug shots and 
driver's license photos, to surveil pro-
tests following the death of Freddie Gray, 
who died in police custody last year.

"We have to ask ourselves, why was 
facial recognition used at this protest, 
and will facial recognition chill free 
speech," Ms. Garvey said. "If so, the 
damage from this technology extends to 
the community writ large if the people 
don't have a safe space to express 
themselves."
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www.mhrsi.org

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

1027 N. GREEN               1661 S TOPEKA                 

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









HOME HEALTH CARE & 
IN-HOME CARE OPTIONS

“Providing a Full Range of Services to 

meet your Health Care needs . . .”

Let “LovingTouch” contact 

your Insurance Provider for You. 

Call (316) 269-3368 TODAY!!

Providing a full range of services including:

   

1631 E 17TH ST N  

Wichita, KS 67214

Phone: 316-269-3368

Fax:     316-269-2744  

Care Givers     

•Light Housework      
•Companionship  
•Shopping & Errands   
•Local Transportation                  
•Meal Preparation                   
•Laundry                    
•Toileting		 																	
•Medication Reminders 

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

•RN’s & LPN’s FOR
•Medication/Special 
       Assessment 
•Physical Therapy & 
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty Nursing
•Medication Set-Up

•HHA’s for Assistance with
•Bathing
•Medication Reminders



Report Finds Racial Bias in 
Facial Recognition Technology
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Thank You gofundme 

Contributors  

Bonita Gooch

5 Anoymous Donors 
Sabrina Bardwell-Titelbaum
Lonnie  Barnes 
Aonya Barnett
Julia Beedles
Janice Bradley
Willie Brown
Jane  Brynes
Collen Cain
Mavis  Caroll-Emory
Lauren  Cheeseborough
Mary Cole
Pat Crawford
Cliff Cross
Bernice Dixon
Joyce Dixson
Kerry Dunn
Patricia Evans 
Leslie Flueranges
Leah George
Dale Goter 
Elaine Guillory

Carolyn Noble 
Sherman Padgett
Ellen Ray
Lisa Ritchie
Walter Sanders
Sherry Sanders-McCoy
Bob Scott
Vicki Sellers-Bias
Richard Smart
Treva Smith
Jozel Smith-Eckels
Mary  Stuart
Georgaleen Thomas
Donald & Diane Toney
Parlene Warren
Djuan Wash
Evette  Washington
Victor White
Sterling White
Vivien Woods
Marva Works
Geno's Bar-B-Q 
Black Women Empowered 
NE Optimist Club 

Denise Harris
Juanita Hayes-Hill
Modie Holmes
Ron & Karen Holt 
Diane Hoy-Webb
Averina Hughes
Dr. Donald Jackson
Jackson Mortuary
Dian Jackson
Robert Johnson
Zeola and Floyd Johnson
Marrine Jones
Irving Kelly
Billie Knighton
Bobbie Lee
Sandrine Lisk
Marilyn & Kemp 
Lolar M&M Restaurant 
Rosie Lee Love 
Sherry Love 
Larry McPherson
Wilma Moore Black 
Kenneth Neely
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Nickles 

$75,000

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$70,000

Donations 
Just More
Than 
 $4,600 

Our goal is still to hire additional staff.  Please donate 
and help The Community Voice increase its capacity to 
serve our community.  You can donate online at www.go-
fundmecom.  Campaign name is -- Increase Community 
Voice Capacity.  



B
lack Violin members, Wil 
B and Kev Marcus put a 
welcome and unique spin 

on being a violinist.  Individually 
and together, Black Violin has col-
laborated with the likes of P. Diddy, 
Kanye West, 50 Cent, Tom Petty, 
Aretha Franklin and the Eagles, just 
to name a few.  The duo will be in 
Wichita for a performance on Sat., 
Nov. 19 at the Orpheum Theater 
and we have six tickets  (3 sets of 2 
tickets each) to give away.  

This is a unique contest for us.  
We’re going to use it as an opportu-
nity to shine a light on some of our 
future musical stars.  If you have a 
student who plays a string instru-

ment, record them playing and send 
us a 30 second clip.  That’s your 
entry to win.  

The winners of the tickets will be 
selected from a random drawing 
of all who submit an entry with a 
viable 30 second video attached.  
The child must be shown playing 
the string instrument and we must 
be able to open and view the video.  
Your child’s musical ability will have 
absolutely no influence in the selec-
tion process.  

We will select some of the entries 
to post on Facebook.  By entering, 
you are agreeing to allow us to post 
the video of your child on Face-
book.  We will only use the child’s 

first name on the post, unless you 
also authorize us to use both their 
first and last name.  

The deadline to enter is Mon, 
Nov. 15 at 11:59 p.m. You can enter 
online at www.communityvoiceks.
com or you can message us at Face-
book/thecommunityvoice.  

Tickets to see Black Violin start 
at $32.

READ US ONLINE @ 

WWW.COMMUNITYVOICEKS.COM

CONGRATULATIONS

Bonita Gooch

Celebrating 20 years as 

Editor-in-chief 

Of The Community Voice  

Delivering news from the 

community’s perspective since 

November 1996.

On

Show how much you appreciate  her 

service to the Kansas community 

by donating to our GoFund Me 

Campaign.

HELP US DO MORE!

Enter to Win Tickets to See Black Violin 
•Shine a Light on Your Young Musician
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been told drinking red wine is good 

F
ourteen African-American high school se-
nior women from Wichita and the surround-
ing area will culminate their leadership & 

scholarship experience during Fashionetta 2016: 
Unforgettable Pearls, “Because of you we Can”, 
to be held Sat., Nov. 5, 6 p.m. in the Century II 
Concert Hall.  The event is open to the public. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. Tickets are $15 in advance 
and $18 at the door.

During the course of ive months and with the 
help of the local community, these young women, 
known as Pearls, attended workshops and raised 
money to assist their collegiate journey and higher 

education aspirations. At their culminating event, 
the young ladies will present what they’ve learned.   

The annual Fashionetta celebration show-
cases the modeling, choreography and talent the 
Pearls have diligently worked to perfect. Pearls 
compete for top honors and monetary awards in 
all categories including scholastic achievement, 
essay writing and community service. At the end 
of presentation night, the Pearl who has amassed 
the most funds is crowned Miss Fashionetta 2016.

 Fashionetta has proved to be a staple event 
in the City of Wichita, the surrounding area and 
within the African American community. First 

debuting 33 years ago, the celebration has grown 
to become the premiere program in which young 
women are able to raise money to supplement the 
cost of college tuition and fees; room and board. 

Fashionetta Pearls are cultivated to pursue 
higher education; they attend ACT/SAT prepara-
tion courses, learn about the Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) as well as 
local colleges and universities. 

 Fashionetta is an annual event sponsored by 
the Beta Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. The sorority is devoted to 
education and service to all mankind. 

Janelle 
Alexandria Dotson
Junius & Christina Dotson

Wichita Northeast

Fashionetta 2016: Unforgettable Pearls  



Zenzele 
Chenzira Asante
B. & Kimberly Asante

Wichita Northeast

Kiara 
Dezhane Grimes

Stacie Grimes & Dewayne Wesley
Wichita East

Taylor 
Yasmean Robinson
Brian & Vanessa Robinson

Wichita Heights

Angel 
Breshea Warrior

The Late Jeremy Warrior, 
Melinda Randle & Annette Conde 

Wichita Northeast

Keturah 
Lynn Ransom

Dennis & Tamara Thomas, & Greg Ransom
Wichita Northeast

Jada 
Lynnay Posey

Victor Jr. & Ebony Posey
Wichita East

Alexis 
Marie Overton

David & Cassandra Overton
Northeast Magnet

Sydney 
Aline Payne

Anthony & Lashel Payne
Wichita Southeast

Deborah 
Nicole Moss

Clinton Moss Jr. & Angula Moss
Wichita Heights

Shakyra 
Shirlean Logwood

Vanita Witherspoon & Joey Eckels
Wichita East

Rachel 
Lynn Normore

Cliff & Lynn Normore
Wichita East

Wynter 
Marie Rentas

Tammy Peters-Spriggs & Jose Rentas
Wichita Southeast

Armanii 
Milan Johnson

Patina Johnson & Trevell Watson
Wichita Northwest
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OCT 22  Kansas Children’s Lit-
eracy Festival. A day of fun and free 
activities designed to help increase 
children’s literacy and to encourage 
reading.  The day starts with a kite 
festival at Fairmount Park, continues 
with a parade to the Boys and Girls 
Club where there will be plenty of 
fun activities for children.  The first 
500 children to attend the event 
will receive a free book.  Evening 
concludes with a celbrity basketball 
tournament.  Admission is a book to 
donate to a child.  For more infor-
mation see ad page 3 or go to www.
storytimevillage.org. 

 22 Wichita Kidney Walk-  all day
 Newman University, 2100 W Uni-
versity. This is a fun, family friendly, 
non-competitive event focusing on 
the prevention of chronic kidney dis-
ease and awareness of the need for 
organ donation. The day includes a 
one to two mile walk and a meeting 
site filled with family-friendly activi-

ties. Free.  Check in at 8:30 a.m., 
walkin begins at 10 a.m.  

22  Pink Ribbon Breast Cancer 
Awareness Brunch hosted by Sis-
tahs Can We Talk Org at 10 a.m. - 1 
p.m. at Iasis Christian Church, 1914 
E 11th. Celebrate cancer survivors, 
hear a powerful testimony and 
remember two that have gone before 
us.  Tickets are $25 in advance and 
$30 at the door. For additinal infor-
mation e-mail  iasisjmv@gmail.
com or call 806-2280.

29 71st UN Anniversary Banquet 
Sponsored by the Global Learning 
Center with an exciting keynote 
speaker, Dr. Lisa Aubrey. associate 
professor  of African and African-
American Studies and a Fulbright 
Scholar.  Learn more about what 
she’s uncovered on the African 
slave trade.   Banquet will be at the 
Rhatigan Student Center, WSU.  The 
evening begins with a social at 6 

p.m., dinner and awards at 7 p.m. 
and Dr. Aubrey’s presentation at 8 
p.m.  Reserve tickets at www.global-
learningcenterwichita.org .  Tickets 
are $35 for adults and $10 for youth.  
For additional information call 
Barbara (316) 652-0076 or  email 
glc.wichita@gmail.com

29-31 See a list of Holiday fun 
family evens, page 11.  

30 African American Holocust 
Remembrance  Honor those 
who suffered and died during the 
African holocaust, enslavement, and 
transatlantic crossing.  The event will 
begin at the The Keeper of the Plains 
and proceed across the  bridge to 
Exploration Place. This event it free! 
Participants are asked to wear white 
and bring drums, and African flags.   

NOV 5 Emerald City Chorus’ 
5th annual Pancake Feed/Craft/
Bling/Bake Sale at Southwest 

Presbyterian Church - 1511 W. 27th 
St. South, from 8 a.m. to noon.  
Pancakes and sausage links provided 
breakfast is $7/ person, kids under 
10 are $6.   Come in for breakfast 
or brunch and shop the craft, bling, 
bake sale and vendor booths for 
holiday items!  Read more at 
www.emeraldcitychorus.org or call  
316-773-9300.

9 2016 Miss Black and Gold 
Scholarship Pageant  Ten phe-
nomenal contestants will showcase 
their talent, personality, and success 
on stage in this annual contest 
sponsored by the brothers of Alpha 
Mu Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity.  The winner will advance to 
the state level competition.  Presale 
tickets are $7 for students and $10 
for the public.  Begins at 7:06 p.m. 
at Wichita State University.  Rhatigan 
Student Center Ballroom. 

19 Tellabrations 2016

Join the Wichita Griots for Tel-
lebrations, a night of storytelling 
celebrated world-wide on the third 
Saturday in November.  This event 
brings together celebrated story-
tellers, and community leaders to 
delight, captivate, and mesmerize 
audiences with their stories.  Begins 
at 6:30 p.m. at The Kansas African 
American Museum, 601 N. Water 
Tickets are $5 adults/ $1 Children 
under 12.  For more info contact Ms. 
Jean 682-1909.

19 “ARISE: Sing and Tell.” 
Returning from their acclaimed per-
formances in Greenwood and Fort 
Smith Arkansas, Wichita based 
ARISE, a Spiritual ensemble, will 
present a free musical/storytell-
ing presentation at  Calvary United 
Methodist Church, 2525 N. Rock 
Road,   7p.m.  Audiences of all ages 
are invited to attend. A Free Will Love 
offering will be taken. Doors open at 
6:30 pm.

Wichita Calendar
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The Nathan Williams Quintet and Kirby’s 
Beer Store Small, but very quaint and sweet venue 
by the name of Kirby’s Beer Store, located off 17th 
and Grove, held one of the livest live band events of 
the year. It was hosted by Mr. Nathan Williams and 
his Nathan Williams Quintet.  Mr. Williams, with all 
of his instruments was able to win us over with his 
skills on the piano, trumpet and the tuba.  We later 
found out that wasn't the be all to end all of his skill 
set! Mr. Williams also is highly trained on the saxo-
phone. The team of expert artists that he brought 
with him included two drummers, a bass player, an 
electric guitarist and another keyboardist.  They all 
know a thing or two about music, because they kept 
the notes flying so high above the crowd you didn't 
know if you were coming into the new era of music 
or, enjoying the old. 

Nicely enough, the venue boasted a great level 
of comfort and energy that left you with an at home 
feeling, but once the live music started, you felt 
alive! They played music with vibes from the early 
60's and incorporating even some our favorite Zapp 
and Roger band sounds.  They even played one of 
my favorite Erykah Badu songs in their set. 

The crowd, as diverse as it was, all felt at home 
with the music giving us the ability let music be the 
universal language. This language of music that they 
all played so well makes the Community Voice cor-
respondent girls give this event huge kudos! 

The highlight though, hands down, was meeting 
such a talented artist with the skill set to master 
multiple instruments. Mr. Williams, we thank you 
for the personal invite. You are a very gifted, and 
talented gem in Wichita and we look forward to 
enjoying another of your performances.  

The State of the Union is Live  The State of 
the Union had to convene somewhere and decided 
to do it at the infamous Steel Bar located off of 2nd 
and St. Francis. The nice, large venue was packed 
with artist of different types of talent. The first Open 
Mic show that we were able to attend that had artist 
performing their latest hits, but also their latest 
laughs. With rapper and comedians in the mix, 
this was the first of its kind.   So you got to get your 
dance on and your laugh on in the same event. My 
type of event. 

Shy loves to dance and laugh and I’m sure 
my girl Kandy B concurs. There were so many 
artist we couldn't possibly name them all, but 
give a special thanks to Club Steel and The 
Midwest Shakedown for inviting us to such a 
crunk event. The crowd was live, but all the 
artist gave life! 

Some of our favorites were Lux Ruegar 
who is a rapper who did his thang on stage. 
Commanding the mic with one of his most 
popular songs was "CHAMPION.”  He ripped. 
The other artist that stood out to us was 
Satilla STS and he had the crowd interact-
ing the whole time.  Myself, even Ms. Kandy 
B, were  shocked when he came up to me 
and sat while performing, brought me right 
into the show with him; had me hype!  The 
group BDL, aka Bout Dat Life” we've caught 
before at the Back Yard Bar.  They didn't 
come to play at the State Of The Union 
Showcase either. They showed up prob-
ably 20+ deep, and had their entourage 
in their "BDL" attire and every time they 
got together on stage or in the crowd they 

shouted their chant, but on stage they were unstop-
pable. They had the crowd at their feet and dancing 
with them. I think we need some "Bout Dat Life" t-
shirts so we can be down. Comedian Terrance Hayes 
had us dying laughing as he wrapped the show with 
his jokes and his dance moves as he embraced his 
title belt. This event was for the live and lively. Look 
forward to attending more Steele events in the future 
hosted by none other than Tone G. Thanks to the 
Steelebar for making this an event to attend! 
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Cecil M. Gardner 
Real Estate Consultant 

637 S Oliver, Suite 300

Wichita, KS 67218

Ofice: 888.222.0988
Direct: 316.617.0489

Fax: 888.220.0989
cgardner@movewithplatinum.com

www.MoveWithPlatinum.com

Party
time

By Shy and Kandi

H
ere are few activities we 
suggest as safe, fun and 
family friendly activities to 

enjoy this Halloween season.  
Sat., Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m. “Scary 

Stories Told in the Dark” 
Sponsored by the Wichita Griots – 

they’re great storytellers – at North 
Heights Christian Church, 3030 N. 
Hillside. Cost $5 and it includes 
dinner.  

Sun. Oct. 30, 4:30 -6:30 p.m. 
Trunk or Treat at Eastminster 
Church, 1958 N. Webb. 

Kids can visit trunks decorated in 
exciting themes to "trunk or treat" 
for candy, enjoy fun games, bounce 
in inflatables, take a hay rack ride, 
munch on hot dogs and treats, 
and make new friends. Costumes 
are encouraged, but nothing scary 

please!  This is for families with 
children up to fifth grade.

Mon., Oct. 31, 5:30 p.m.  
Trunk or Treat, St. Matthew CME 
Church, 841 N.  Cleveland.  Spon-
sored by the church’s youth group.  

Mon. Oct. 31, 6 p.m.  Trunk 

or Treat, Atwater Community 
Center, 19th and Volutsia.  

Mon. Oct. 31, 5:30 – 8 p.m. 
Hallelujah Night, Tabernacle 
Bible Church, 17th and Volutsia.  
Games, candy, and snacks for kids 
and families.  

Enjoy Safe Halloween Family Fun at these Family Events 

Satilla STS

12 and Tone G.

Kandi and Nina “Deej Mesmerize” 
Patterson

Bout Dat Life Crew

Nathan Williams Quntet, Williams on trumpet
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Personal story: Personal 
story: Deltha Q. Colvin was born in 
Cotton Valley, LA, to Arzellion D. Col-
vin and John B. Bell.  She moved to 
Kansas at an early age and attended 
Skinner Elementary and Horace 
Mann Junior High before graduating 
from Heights High School.  Deltha 
received her college degree in 
Education and graduate school work 
from Wichita State University.  She 
is proud to be from a large family of 
brothers and sisters.

Deltha started with the Wichita 
State University Upward Bound 
Program as a student in 1965 and 
moved up through the ranks.  She 
served as director of Upward Bound 
most of her early professional 
career.  In her current position as the 
Associate Vice President for Student 
Affairs, Special Programs at Wichita 
State University, she supervises 
nine TRIO Programs.  The TRIO 
Programs are Federal outreach and 
student service programs designed 
to identify and provide services for 
individuals from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.  The programs are tar-
geted to serve and assist low-income 
individuals, irst-generation college 

students, and individuals with dis-
abilities to progress through the aca-
demic pipeline from middle school to 
post baccalaureate programs.

Wichita is one of the few institu-
tions in the country  to host as many 
TRIO Programs.    

With more than 50 years involve-
ment with TRIO Programs, Deltha 
is highly respected and recognized 
across the country.  Because of her 
knowledge and expertise in grant 
writing and the administration of 
TRIO programs, she is a highly 
sought after trainer for the develop-
ment of proposals, program manage-
ment and operations and for TRIO/
GEARUP/Disability program reviews.  

She has held leadership positions 
in numerous professional organiza-
tions including  serving as president 
of the Mid-American Association of 
Educational Opportunity Program 
Personnel.  This was the largest 
of the 10 TRIO regional associa-
tions, representing 10 states in the 
Midwest and over 800 members.  
She also served on the Board of 
Directors of the National Council of 
Educational Opportunity Associations  
Deltha has dedicated her profes-

sional career to working toward the 
success of  TRIO/Gear Up/Disability 
Programs and assisting students and 
adults in gaining equal educational 
opportunity.  

 In the Wichita community, Deltha 
is a life member of the NAACP and 
Wichita State University Alumni 
Association.   She is also a Lifetime 
Member of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc. 

She has received numerous 
awards and outstanding recogni-
tions, too numerous to mention 
her, but a few show just how much 
she is respected by her peers.  In 
2007, she received both the WSU 
President’s Distinguished Service 
Award, and the University Recogni-
tion Award from the Wichita State 
University Alumni Association for her 
professional and community service 
work.  In 2009 she received the 
Walter O. Mason Award, the highest 
award given to a TRIO professional.   
She received the Governor’s Distin-
guished Community Service award 
from former Governor Kathleen 
Sebelius in 2009.  

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 

about you?  It is important 
for me to help young people and 
adults be successful.

Knowing what you 
know now, what 
would you go back 
and tell your 20-some-
thing self?  Make sure 
you continue to fulill all your 
educational goals and objectives in a 
timely manner.

What advice would you 
give to the young girls 
today? Take education very 
seriously and don’t let anthing get in 
the way.

What do you believe to 
be a major issue facing 
Black Women today? The 
fairness of treatment and pay of 
Black men for skills and ability. Being 
vocal and educating women.

What is the best advice 
you ever got?  The more you 
work at it the better it will get and the 
better you will feel about what you 
have accomplished.

Who is your shero?  My 
mother: Arzellion D. Colvin

What do you like to do 
to unwind?  Enjoy watching a 

television program and not having to 
process.

What is one of your 

most recent triumphs?  
My travel to Africa and learning more 
about the area.  The holding area for 
the slave trade was a major impact.

My dream concert is…..
live with Tina Turner

On my bucket list is….a 
trip to Egypt, Greece, and Brazil 

I always laugh at…the fun 
my family enjoys being together

I’ve been known to 

binge watch…..episodes of 
the Forensic Files

I can’t stop listening 

to….young people talk about what 
they want to accomplish

Wichita still needs….qual-
ity programs and services for Young 
Black Profesionals.

Associate Vice President for Student Affairs, Special Programs 

at Wichita State University

Deltha Q. Colvin

Personal story: Verlene E. 
Mahomes is an established profes-
sional artist and ceramist. She recalls, 
“As a small child, I loved to paint and 
draw! I learned to paint and draw on 
my own. I began by drawing people in 
my spare time and on the weekends.”  

Verlene graduated from Langston 
University in Oklahoma with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Education.  She 
moved to Wichita in 1971, where she 
continued to work hard towards her 
specialty, which was painting. 

She began to participate and 
worked as a judge for the Black Arts 
Festivals. She also painted portraits 
for friends and family and was fea-
tured in the Wichita Eagle and on 
local news programs. 

While continuing to build on her art 
career, Verlene worked for multiple 
aircraft companies including Beech, 
Boeing and Spirit Aero Space.

In 1992, Verlene developed a new 
art technique called the “Mahomes 
Canvas Manipulation Art Technique!”  
This technique was revealed to her 
in a dream, by God, while she was 

praying for a better way to express her 
creations through painting. 

Verlene’s paintings were irst dis-
played publicly in 2009 at The Kansas 
African American Museum. She has 
since displayed her art at the Botanical 
Gardens, and in different galleries and 
churches around Wichita.  In 2015, 
Verlene was invited to show her work 
at the African American Museum in 
Dallas, TX. 

In addition to art, Verlene enjoys 
cooking, sewing, clothing design, 
interior decorating, singing and writing 
poetry. She loves the arts and is a 
mentor to many of her classmates. 
Through the years, Verlene has grown 
by leaps and bounds in the arts. she 
is a irm believer in pushing yourself 
beyond your limitations and has done 
just that! 

Verlene says “I give honor to God; 
It is because of God that I possess this 
wonderful gift! Every good and perfect 
gift comes from the Lord!”

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you?  People need to 

know that I am an advocate for Jesus 
and through introducing people to the 
Bible, which is the word of God, they 
can gain a personal relationship with 
the Lord and become a very success-
ful individual with hard work.

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20-something self? I would 
tell myself to slow down, don’t worry, 
embrace life’s challenges and enjoy 
every moment we live.

What advice would you 
give to the young girls 
today?  To just know yourself and 
the purpose for which you are here.  
Discover how you can make yourself a 
better person and this world is a better 
place in which to dwell.

What do you believe to 
be a major issue facing 
Black Women today? How 
are you addressing this 
issue in your personal 
life?  One of the issues facing 
Black women is that they need more 
mentors and more support in their 

homes.  They also need support 
in their daily living.  The way we 
help young women is to mentor 
them.  My family and I have taken 
children into our home, given 
them a place to stay and taught 
them to love themselves and how 
to maintain a home and cope with 
life’s situations.

What is the best 

advice you ever got? It 
was from my mother, Mrs. Jerolime 
Williams, and she told me to read the 
Holy Bible every day.  The Bible has 
taught me some sound principles for 
today’s times.

What do you like to do to 

unwind? It is good to get into my 
car and take a ride.  I love travelling.

What is one of your most 
recent triumphs?  Is to look 
back over my life and see all the 
things God has brought me through 
and to know I am trusting and believ-
ing in Him.  I thank God for my church, 
Christian Faith Centre and my pastor, 
Bishop Wade Moore, who is a great 

mentor in my life and my family’s life.

My dream concert is….. A 
great spiritual concert

On my bucket list is…. 
Bring more souls to Christ and help 
more people, open up an art gallery
and make sure my family is well taken 
care of.

I always laugh at…My family 
and friends.

I’ve been known to binge 
watch…..Art on Pintrest.

I can’t stop listening to….
the word of God.

Wichita still needs….enter-
tainment for our children.

I just read….”Intercession” by 
Rees Howells.

Verlene Mahomes
Artist
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Wichita NAACP Honors 15 Community Leaders 
T

he 97th Annual Wichita 
Branch NAACP Freedom 
Fund Banquet was held 

Sat., Oct. 8, at the Wichita Mar-
riott.  

Kevin Myles, the NAACP South-
eastern Regional Field Direc-
tor, was the keynote speaker.  A 
fromer Wichitan, Myles, served 
as the former Wichita Branch 
NAACP President and President 
of the Kansas State Conference of 

NAACP Branches.  
The program is an opportu-

nity for the Wichita NAACP to 
recognize outstandimg acts and 
services that have benefited the 
Wichita community.  Each of 
the individuals or organizations 
have volunteered or worked to 
create positive change, support-
ing the interests of equal oppor-
tunity and advancing a vision of 
a better community.

PHOTOS:
1. 2016 NAACP Honorees; (Back L-R) 
Teketa Harding, Community Development 
Manager, accepting for Capitol Federal, 
Lloyd Rainge, Vice President Community 
Development Manager, accepting for Capi-
tol Federal, Danielle Johnson, Fire Chief 
Ron Blackwell, Dr. Arthur DeHart, Larry 
Randle, Attorney Robert Moody (Front L-R) 
Dr. Pastor Cynthia Davis, Sheree Utash, 
Ann Garvey, Dr. Eric Sexton, Joel Hudson, 
Richard Smart,Linda Wright accepting for 
Wichita Black Nurses.
2. Master of Ceremony Don Sherman and 
Mistress of Ceremony Prisca Barnes kept 
things lowing.  
3. Singer Brock Booker performed  a 

Negro Spiritual and the National Anthem. 
4. Brian Black took time to great his 
good friend and banquet Guest Speaker, 
Kevin Myles
5. Members of the 2016 NAACP Youth 
group visit with a member of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, Col. George 
Boyd and his wife Anna.  6.  
MyPictureMan Mike Kinard was 
presented with a surprise award 
from  the NAACP President, Larry 
Burks. 
7. First responders from the 
Wichita Fire Department were on 
hand. 
8. Cherrie Cottner led the audi-
ence in Lift Every Voice.

Photos by MyPictureMan
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Festival of Praise Was a Night of  Inspiration 

Photos:
1.  Israel Houghton had the crowd inspired.
2. Gospel Legend Regina Belle left the audi-
ence wanting more.
3. Casey J and members of the Praise Team 
were backup on this song.   
4.  Donnie McClurkin and Fred Hammond 
are always sure to bring true worshippers to 
their feet.
5. Gospel Comedian Earthquake, here with  
McClurkin, kept the audience entertained.

T
he 2016 Festival of 
Praise Tour proved 
to be an inspirational 

evening for everyone in at-
tendance. 

Wichita, and people from 
around the state, showed up 
to enjoy the biggest Gospel 
Concert of the year. The 
Festival of Praise 2016 Tour 
arrived in Wichita on Oct 16, 
to a small but appreciative 
crowd at the Hartman Arena. 
The main headliners shared 
the stage throughout the 
three hour plus concert as 
all those in attendance “Got 
Their Praise On.” 

Gospel legends  Fred Ham-

mond, Donnie McClurkin, 
and Regina Bell showed why 
they are at the top of the 
Gospel Mu-
sic Charts.  
Israel 
Houghton, 
and Casey 
J,  not to be 
left behind, 
are both 
quickly 
becoming 
favorites on 
the Gospel 
scene. 

The Gos-
pel sing-
ers were 

backed up by Comedian 
Earthquake who kept the eve-
ning clean and entertaining.

Photos by The Community Voice

1 2

3 4
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6 Adrienne DeGraftenreed

Writer, Producer, Director, Composer, Artist

Personal story: “ Ninety-nine 
and ½ just won’t do!” Those lyrics 
sung by Hezekiah Walker could 
very well be attributable to Adrienne 
DeGraftenreed. Her character relects 
that same philosophy about life and 
any endeavor in which she is involved. 
Blessed with amazing energy, she 
quickly gives credit to the source of 
her supply “To God be the Glory.”
Adrienne, a native of St. Louis, MO, 
relocated to Wichita in 1983. 

She united with St. Mark United 
Methodist Church in 1989, where her 
talents, creativity and work ethics were 
immediately utilized as Communica-
tions Coordinator. During her member-
ship at Saint Mark, she has served 
in all of the choirs and has fondest 
memories of the long time relation-
ships with Praise Ensemble members. 
Additionally, she served as director of 
the Children’s Choir. 

Adrienne, a talented thespian, has 
appeared in productions at the Crown 
Uptown Dinner Theatre, Cabaret Old 
Town, Mosley Street Melodrama, The 
Orpheum, and the Mary Jane Teall 
Theatre. She has written, directed and 
produced several productions and 

loves creative collaborations. 
Although she does not play an 

instrument she says, “I’m blessed to 
be able to compose lyrics and music 
in my mind and thankful to those who 
have been patient to igure it out.” She 
says the music usually comes from 
sounds she hears, a trash can lid, a 
ringing bell or a jacket zipper. 

 “Many of her plays” she says “de-
veloped from a billowing cloud.” She is 
given the overall story but she has to 
ill in the blanks. Adrienne says “most 
of the time I get scared until the Holy 
Spirit has a “Jesus come to meeting” 
with me. Then I’m good to go.  Several 
of her plays have been featured at the 
Wichita River Festival. In 2004 she 
introduced to the Festival the concept 
of having a Poetry Slam it conveyed a 
deeper awareness of poetic injustice 
and unity of cultures and ethnicities. 

In past summers she has volun-
teered at the Kansas African American 
Museum with a program that exposed 
local youth to art and entertainment.

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you?  The only thing I 
would wish for everyone to know 

about me is my passion for writing 
inspirational stories. I’ve been blessed 
to get this far and be in my right mind. I  
usuIly lean to humor because I believe 
it can be beneicial to look at our laws 
from a relaxed perspective. We all 
make mistakes and they sometimes 
seem easier to face when there’s 
laughter.   

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20-something self?  A 
roadblock sometimes really means 
roadblock. Pay attention. Trust your 
intuition. It’s there for a reason.  

What advice would you 
give to the young girls to-
day? Follow your dreams no matter 
what. Be bold, conident, harboring no 
fear.  Know that you are uniquely you 
and nobody can do you like you. Stop 
hating on your fellow sisters because 
it’s not always about you.  Respect 
yourself. Love yourself. Be always 
grateful.     

What do you believe to 
be a major issue facing 
Black Women today? 
How are you addressing 

this issue in 
your personal 
life? Increasingly,  
Black Women face 
domestic violence and 
often the abuse often 
leads to homicide.  I 
believe It is imperative 
for women to know 
their self-worth. I plan 
to one day focus my writing to shed 
another light on this serious issue.   

What is the best advice 

you ever got?
Many years ago a friend told me to 
“stop giving away your power to nega-
tive energy.”  Once I got it,  it made 
a huge difference in how I handled 
certain situations.

Who is my Shero?  My 
Mother whom I loved greatly and miss 
with all my heart. She brought the 
good, bad and ugly!  And Lord knows I 
needed that bad and ugly to keep me 
in line. She was a giving and caring 
woman who loved God and walked the 
talk in her relationship with family and 
friends.    

What do you like to 

do to unwind?  Go to the 

movies and eat a large bucket of 
popcorn.

What is one of your most 

recent triumphs? Writing the 
irst scene in my new play.
My dream concert is…..
An evening with Al Green singing his 
greatest hits.

On my bucket list is….
Tandem hang gliding from the top of a 
mountain. 

I always laugh at… myself.  
At least I admit I’m crazy. 

I’ve been known to binge 

watch….. Sci-i movies.
I can’t stop listening to….
Doo Whopp. I love the Motown sound.  

Wichita still needs…. Good 
paying jobs to grow our community. 

Angie Franklin

Branch Manager, Great Plains Federal Credit Union

Personal story: Angie Franklin 
is a native of Sacramento, CA. Born to 
the late Arlena M. Johnson and the late 
CMSgt Floyd Johnson, Sr. she was the 
only girl of four children. While grow-
ing up, her parents were also foster 
parents for many years.  

Being the only girl in the household, 
she learned at an early age how to be 
a survivor. She also realized at a young 
age that helping others would be a life-
long mission. While still in high school, 
Angie and two friends began a free 
breakfast program during the school 
year for underprivileged students in a 
low income community in Sacramento.

 Angie began working for the State 
of California as an employment/job 
training coordinator for the CETA 
program. 

In 1985, after being diagnosed with 
sarcoidosis, Angie was determined to 
regain her health and began a mission 
of living a healthier life.  After relocating 
to Wichita she had a burning desire to 
continue her lifelong mission of “em-
powering the lives of those in need.” 
She took a management position with 

United Way in 1993. Through this 
position she was able to get involved in 
various community organizations, ulti-
mately inding the path to her purpose. 

In 1998, she became manager of 
the only community development credit 
union in the state of Kansas. After a 
few months on the job, she realized 
there was a need to place a high 
priority on inancial education (budget-
ing, credit counseling, etc.) for those 
served by the credit union. In 2000, 
she started one of the irst Individual 
Development Accounts programs in 
Kansas.  In addition, she started one 
of the irst alternative to payday loan 
programs while at Communities United 
Credit Union. 

In 2004, she founded Community 
Development Financial Resources, 
Inc. a non-proit 501c3 organization 
that provides programs to strengthen 
the economic capacity of individuals 
and families. In 2005, she founded the 
REACH Awards an annual banquet, 
honoring the achievements of indi-
viduals with disabilities. In 2006, she 
successfully completed the Cummunity 

Development Credit Union manage-
ment program at Southern New 
Hampshire University. 

She continues her mission of 
empowering individuals through health 
and inancial wellness awareness and 
stays very active in the community. She 
currently serves on the advisory board 
for the planned Northeast Wichita 
Preforming Arts Center and Midwest 
Renewable Capital, LLC. is a past 
board member of the North YMCA and 
StepStone, a shelter for women of do-
mestic violence, and has served on the 
Advisory Council at Chisholm Life Skills 
Center, the Earned Income Tax Credit 
Coalition, Network Kansas and as an 
advocate for the disabled community. 
She is a certiied inancial education 
counselor and conducts inancial 
empowerment workshops for churches 
and community organizations. She is 
a member of TrueWord Full Gospel 
Fellowship where she is active and sits 
on the inance committee. 

Angie is the proud mother of two 
daughters, Tavonia and Leonae and 
2 sons, Diwan and Damion and the 

proud G-Mom of seven. She be-
lieves her greatest accomplishment 
is raising four amazing children with 
guidance from God.

Her favorite saying is “I’m too 
blessed to be stressed.” Her favorite 
scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understand-
ing….In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and He shall direct thy paths.”

What do you lile to un-
wind?  
Travel  

What is your dream con-

cert?  I’m going to one of dream 
concerts soon, to see Earth Wind and 
Fire at Intrust Arena.  Another concert 
would be India Arie. 

On my bucket list is.... 
To take a one year travel adventure 
around the world , eat exotic foods and 
have absolutely no agenda.  

I can’t stop listening to… 
Kirk Franklin’s Gospel Radio Station 
on Sirius XM,  I listen to it when I clean 
my house.  

What I wish people knew 
about me.  People who know me, 
know that family is probably the most 
important thing in my life next to having 
a relationship with God.  What people 
may not know is that I’m a behind the 
scenes kind of person, but I get a lot 
of things done.  I’m task oriented and I 
like to see people succeed.  

What advice would you 
give to the young girls to-
day?  Respect yourself, learn to love 
yourself and never let anyone tell you 
what you cannot do.  If you do this, and 
surround yourself with likewise positive 
people and also set your goals high.  
Do your best and God will do the rest. 







As president, Holder 
will oversee the direc-
tion of the statewide 
organization of more than 
100 churches and 20,000 
members.  Holder, 42, is 
the senior pastor of the his-
toric Calvary Baptist Church, 
Wichita. He will serve a five 
year term and replaces Rev. 
Jimmie Banks of Strangers 
Rest Baptist Church, Kansas 
City.    

This was Holder’s second run 
for the state presidency.  Five 
years ago, he lost in a four-man 
race.  This year, in a head-to-head 
race against Banks, he came out 
victorious.  

It’s very difficult to defeat an 
incumbent president, advised Holder, 
who says he was able to do it by 

compiling a coalition of millennial and 
older pastors across all six districts of 
the convention.  Holder’s appealing mes-
sage was one of change and reversing 
the downward trend in the organization’s 
membership. 

“We have to begin to reach out to our 
disenfranchised pastors and churches 
who over the years have abandoned the 
work of the state convention because 
they didn’t see an aggressive enough plat-
form to invest their time and resources,” 
notes Holder.  

Winning back those churches will 
require change, he says.  

“If we’re not willing to change our 
practices, not our principals, we are go-
ing to shut ourselves off to a demograph-
ic that will help sustain the church,” says 

Holder in reference to the Millennial 
generation he says are greatly missing in 
the Missionary Baptist churches across 
the state.  The current average age of the 
convention membership is 65.  

“You can’t grow a convention with an 
overwhelming majority of your constitu-
ents diminishing in their work, participa-
tion and support of the convention.  You 
have to provide a platform where by 
Millennials feel they have a place in the 
work you’re trying to engage in.”

Holder was a young pastor, age 30, 
when he was hired to head Calvary.  
When he arrived, he says, he saw the 
same thing – and older congregation and 
very few young families with children.  
Slowly, he’s been able to convince his 
church membership to accept changes 
that make the church more appealing to 
young worshippers.    

Some of his suggestions for change 
include across the convention are adding 
family ministries, including marriage en-
richment and parenting for the 21st Cen-
tury classes.  He also supports making 
changes in the worship service to make 
them more appealing to Millennials.   

“They (Millennials) are just not com-
ing to traditional church,” Holder says.  
“The church can no longer continue to 
force traditional worship service down 
the throat of Millennials, just because it’s 
always been that way.”  

Other major mandates for Holder’s 
administration include renovating Camp 
Ascension, a 160 acre facility owned 
by the church.  It’s located in Toronto 
Kansas, about 1.5 hours east of Wichita, 
and has served as a getaway for younger 
church members as well as seniors.  The 
camp is need of major renovations and 
Holder says he will work to put together 
a financial plan to refurbish the facilities.  
That arrangement may include partner-
ing with others outside the church and 
possibly opening the camp to groups 
outside of the church.  

Another Holder mission is to “champi-
on youth development and to ensure our 
young people are thoroughly equipped to 
handle the challenges of the 21st century, 
academically, socially and spiritually.” 
The Missionary Baptist Convention has an
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By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

316-201-1660 

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals & Cremations
New generation . . .  for all generations!

615 W. Maple 
(Maple and Sycamore) 

Holder’s Message Connects for a Missonary Baptist Win 
Rev. T. La Mont Holder’s message for change within the Mis-

sionary Baptist Churches was appealing enough to get him 

elected as the 12th, and youngest president ever, of the 125 

year old Missionary Baptist State Convention of Kansas.  

See HOLDER page15



B8

B
L

A
C

K
 W

O
M

E
N

 E
M

P
O

W
E

R
E

D
 | 

  O
C

T
O

B
E

R
  
2
0
1
6

Teketa Harding
Community Development Manager, Capitol Federal

Personal story: Teketa Michelle 
(Berry) Harding a native of Wetumka, 
OK.  She is the youngest child of 
Anniece Berry and Wilkie Berry.  She 
was educated in the USD 259 school 
district and graduated from Wichita 
West High School in 1982.  She 
received her Bachelor of Science 
in Organizational Management and 
Leadership from Friends University in 
Wichita.  

For the past thirty years Teketa has 
worked in the banking industry where 
she has been employed with two 
major lending institutions.   During that 
time, she has held various positions 
consisting of Teller, Customer Service 
Representative, Assistant Branch 
Manager, Branch Manager, and 
Account Executive.  Currently she 
is employed with Capitol Federal, 
where she has been the Community 
Development Manager for the past 
twelve years.  This position allows 
her to originate mortgage loans, and 
promote affordable housing loans, 
housing grant programs, and special 
lending initiatives for low-to-moderate 
income persons in the community.  

Teketa believes the key to wealth 
is smart money management and the 

ability to know and understand your 
needs versus your wants.

Teketa has been married to the 
esteemed Rev. Dr. Kevass J. Harding 
for the past twenty-two years.  They are 
blessed to have two beautiful children, 
MaKayla Harding of Wichita, and 
Carnez Williams of Kansas City, MO.

Teketa is an active member of 
Dellrose United Methodist Church, 
where she serves as the chairperson 
for Family/Couples ministry, and a 
member of the Voices of Joy choir. 
Bi-annually Teketa assist with planning 
and coordinating of a church-wide 
cruise to various destinations.   Besides 
being the First Lady of Dellrose, she 
is a very committed and dedicated 
Christian woman who loves the Lord.  

Community is an important 
component of her life.  She is active 
on several boards and committees, 
which include: board member of The 
Kansas African American Museum, 
board member of Urban League of 
Kansas, board member of Boys and 
Girls Club of South Central Kansas, 
board member of Wichita Festivals, 
Inc., a committee member with the 
Family Selection and Support Habitat 
for Humanity, and a member of Capitol 

Federal volunteer committee. She is 
also a member of the Wichita Chapter 
of Links, Inc., and Vice President of 
the Wichita Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.  

Teketa is a graduate of Leadership 
Wichita 2004, Leadership Forum at 
Capitol Federal in 2005, and Advance 
Kansas class of 2008.  She received 
the Sigma Gamma Rho Golden Eagle 
Award for Inluential Civic and Social 
Standing in the Wichita Community.
Her favorite scripture which she 
lives by is,  “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make 
your paths straight.”  Proverbs 3:5-6.

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you?  I love arts and crafts.  
I’m a low-key artist.

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20-something self?   To act 
fearlessly, and be assertive in all things 
that you do.  To become inancially 
literate, and invest your money not 
spend it friviously.  

What advice would you 

give to the young girls 
today?  Love yourself for who 
God created you to be.  Learn all 
you can, and take advantage of 
all oppotunites that will help you 
to be a better person, personally, 
spiritually, inancially, and 
emotionally.

What do you believe 
to be a major issue 
facing Black Women 
today? How are you 
addressing this issue in 
your personal life? Self 
love.  I consistently remind myself that 
God did NOT create junk, and that I 
can do ALL things through Christ who 
strengthens me.

What is the best advice 
you ever got?  It’s okay to say 
no.
Who is your shero?  My sister 
Denise Marie Paschal.  My sister is a 
very self-less person.  She gives so 
much to others and never complains 
about what she doesn’t have.   She is 
my inspiration to stay humble and down 
to earth. 

What do you like to do to 
unwind?  Sit down and visit with 
my family.

What is one of your most 
recent triumphs?  I learned 
to swim.

My dream concert is…..The 
Whispers.

On my bucket list is….To go 
parasailing.

I always laugh at…My 
husband. 

I’ve been known to binge 
watch…..Grey’s Anatomy.

I can’t stop listening to….
CNN in my car.

Wichita still needs….A 
Cheesecake Factory and Premium 
Outlet Mall.

I just read….Emotional 
Intelligence 2.0 by Travis Bradberry.

Women’s Prison Ministry

Bernia Williams

Personal story: 
Bernia Williams is a formerly 
incarcerated woman with a lot of heart 
and passion. Several years ago she 
founded “Woman to Woman” to assist 
other women in their transition from 
prison back into the community. 

Woman to Woman, PRC, Inc. 
provides temporary transitional 
housing, employment resources and 
other avenues of support, and assists 
women with the reuniication of their 
families and communities. 

Her purpose is simple... she 
wants miinorities to get a top quality 
education; graduate from high school 
and go to college or vocational school, 
which she did not do.  She thinks that 
youth should have a roof over their 
head and proper clothing; the streets 
are cold and mean no kid should have 
to sleep on the streets. 

Ms. Bernia Williams-Kelly knows the 
anguish and agony of prison life irst 
hand. She shares her experiences with 
kids and uses this as a tool to assist 
them in activities that are wholesome 
and rewarding

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you? 
I love to swim and can do cartwheels 
in the water.

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20something self?
“You are going to be sorry if you don;t 
lose weight now,” my family would 
state, and they were right. Weighing 
over 600lbs has been a journey of pain 
and hurt.  Now I have lost over 270 lbs. 
and I feel great!

What do you believe to 
be a major issue facing 
Black Women today? How 
are you addressing this 
issue in your personal 
life?
Unity afirms the freedom of each 
individual to advance spiritually 
according to his or her own level 
of understanding. Respect for, and 
faith in the spirit of Oneness in every 
person makes it necessary to set 
down ixed creeds or to impose limiting 
beliefs. i believe each individual is 

encouraged to follow the Unity of Love 
in determining personal responses in 
his or her life. 

I try to stay neutral in all 
relationships. I celebrate all women 
and all of their walks in life. No matter 
if that woman is a street walker, doctor, 
judge, lawyer, irst lady, homeless or 
prisoner. I treat them all the same way, 
because pain, nor death discriminates 
against anyone.

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you? 
I love winter months and listening to 
a great Jazz band  while sipping on a 
cold glass of red wine.

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you go 
back and tell your 20 
something self? 
Save more money and keep good 
credit.

What advice would you 
give to the young girls 
today?  
Love yourself and make sure you 
brand yourself.

What is the best advice 

you ever got? 
Brand Bernia and forgive and love 
those that never support you in your 
journey.

What do you like to do 
to unwind? 
Watch funny videos, music, eating 
popcorn, or drink a little wine.

What is one of your 
most recent triumphs? 
My weight journey losing  over 270 
lbs.

My dream concert is….. 
Motown Singers: Smokey, Temptations, 
Diana Ross, Michael Jackson, Aretha 
Franklin, Frankie Beverly and Maze, 
O’Jay’s, Gladys Knight and the Pips, 
Patti LaBelle, Vanessa Bell Armstrong 
and Israel and New Breed.

On my bucket list is….
Run a small marathon; learn to ly a 
plane; visit every continent; visit every 
state in the United States; be  a talk 
show host; be listed on a patent
get six pack abs; learn another 
language;  live in the Hawaii for a 
month; learn to do a song and perform 
it for my friends; and learn how to play 

worship songs.

I always laugh at… 
Funny videos, and opposition.

I’ve been known to binge 
watch….. 
The Munsters, Little House on the 
Prairie, and Fatal Attraction.

I can’t stop listening to…. 
Oldies But Goodies.

Wichita still needs…. 
UNITY, LOVE, and HONOR. 

I just read….
“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”, by 
Maya Angelou.
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Cliff Cross 
call 721-4200

For the lowest cost 

Whole Life 
Final Expense 

“Burial Policy” 
Issue Ages 0-89

Face $1,000 - $35,000

Chisholm Trail Church of Christ
Come visit us, where you are a stranger but once.

Barry L. Gainey, 
Minister

Sunday Bible Class: 9 A.M.
Sunday Worship: 10 A.M. and 5 P.M.

Wednesday Bible Class: 7 P.M.

Food Pantry: 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 4-6 P.M.

Feeding the Homeless: 
Mondays in Naftzer Park 

April-November 5 P.M.

5833 E. 37th St. N. Wichita 316-683-1313
www.chisholmtrailcofc.org

Barnes, Kitty Lucille, 92, died 
10/4/16.  She was a retired Wichita 
City Treasurer’s Office employee.  Ser-
vice was held 10/14/16 at Tabernacle 
Bible Church.  She is survived by: son; 
Craig Lamont Barnes, daughter in law; 
Darlene Jewell and brother in law; Joe 
Barnes.

Bell, Debrylan Eurell, 18, died 
10/5/16.  He was a student at North 
High School.  Service was held 
10/15/16 at First Mennonite Brethren 
Church.  He is survived by: mother; 
Benita Bell, father; Bryan Tisdale, 
step father; David Coleman, sisters; 
ShaKayra Coleman, Portia Colbert, 
,Jade Coulter, Marlecia, Regina, 
Bremajae, TriannaTisdale, brothers; 
Ashton Bruce, Tony D. Davis III, Bryan 
Tisdale Jr., DeAngelo Kelle and Isaiah 
Smith.

Carr Jr., Willie, 80, died 10/8/16.  He 
was a retired Raytheon Aircraft em-
ployee.  Service will be held 10/21/16,  

11:00am at Tabernacle Bible Church.  
He is survived by: spouse; Camille 
Carr, sister; Doris Chandler, brother; 
Samuel "Sonny" Carr, sons; Michael 
Holliman, Willie Ray Carr, daughter; 
Sharon Carr Burnett, step-children; 
Louis Campbell, Petra Woodard, De-
metrius Easily and Tyrea Terry.

Counts, Christian Gerald, 45, died 
10/2/16.  He was an Insurance Claims 
Adjuster.  Service was held 10/8/16 
at St. Mark United Methodist Church.  
He is survived by: son; Jaleel Howard 
Counts, mother; Ethel Lee Counts and 
brother; Roderick Pierre Counts.

Denner, Joseph Henry, 63, died 
10/12/16.  He was a Construction Su-
pervisor.  A Private Memorial Service 
was held 10/12/16.

Donnell, Dr. James Mac, 88, died 
10/11/16.  He was a retired Physi-
cian & Former Two-Term Mayor of 
Wichita.  Service will be held 5/6/17, 
at Botanica Gardens.  He is survived 
by: wife of 32 years; Judy Donnell , 
daughters; Cynthia Miller, E. Rene 
Sellers, Jennifer Weinaug , sons; James 
F. Donnell, M.D, Thomas Donnell, step 
sons; Rhett Dubiel and Rik Dubiel.

Ireland, Howard Eugene, 62, died 
10/11/16.  He was a welder.  Service is 
pending.  He is survived by: daugh-
ters; Shanna Ireland , Paige Colburn, 
April Colburn, Norma Moon and Carol 
Pauly. 

Morris, Floyd, 86, died 10/8/16.  
Service is pending.

Owens, James Darnell, 68, died 
10/7/16.  He was a Machinist at 
Boeing Company.  Service will be 
held 10/21/16, 11:00am at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  He is survived by: 
spouse; Felicia Owens, sons; Fernando 
Pickens, Montrell Pickens, daughters; 
LaShonnie Pickens and Jamesha 
Dennis.

Toure Askia M., 70, died 10/9/16.  
He was a retired EMU Transport 
employee.  Service was held 10/15/16 
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  He is 
survived by: sister; Sandra Kaye Far-
row, sons; Himaya Toure and Isaac 
Smallwood Sr.

Austin, Jadda Carol, 73, passed 
10/7/16.  A private memorial service 
was held Pioneer Manor Chapel. 
Hugoton, Kansas.

Borrego Jr., Johnny, 63, passed 
10/10/16.  Service is pending.

Carter-Rayford, Maurice Antonio 
MyKing, newborn, passed 9/30/16.  
Service was held 10/7/16 at Robert J. 
Bethea Chapel.

Gagna Jr., Ralph, 79, passed 
10/13/16.  There was a private family 
service.

Myers, Scott Duane, 48, passed 
9/30/16.  He was cremated.

Nash, Mother Jerilene, 89, passed 
10/13/16.  Service will be 10/21/16 at 
1:00 P.M. at Greater Victorious Cross , 
1837 N. Ash 

Abbott, Aaron Louis, 67, passed 
10/5/16.  Service was held 10/14/16 at 
Biglow Funeral Home Chapel.

Adams, Lloyd, 43, passed 10/8/16. 
Service is pending.

O’Neal, Donna Marie, 55, passed 
10/8/16. Service was held 10/19/16 at 
Biglow Funeral Home Chapel.

Savage, Michael 46, passed 
10/16/16, Service is pending

Fitchett, Sula Mae, 82, passed 
10/9/16.  Service was held 10/14/16 
at Asbury Mt. Olive United Methodist 
Church, Topeka, Kansas.

Jackson 

Mortuary
Wichita

Bowser-Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest 

Topeka

RJ Bethea 
Funeral 
Wichita

Biglow Funeral
Wichita

3030 N. Hillside

Wichita, KS

(316) 652-0229

North Heights Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Rev. Titus H. James Sr.

Servant

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Studies & Youth Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Of Course, All People Are 
Welcome

www.nhccdoc.com

“Mortgage Burning Celebration on Nov. 5 and 6”

Anderson Jr., Arthur William, 79, 
passed 10/6/16.  Service was held 
10/17/16 at Apostolic Church of Jesus 
Christ Topeka.

Miller, Charles Curtis, 76, passed 
10/13/16.  Service will be held 
10/22/16, 1:00pm at Peaceful Rest 
Funeral Chapel Topeka.

Simons, Marie, 86, passed 10/13/16.  
Service will be held 10/24/16, 
11:00am at Peaceful Rest Funeral 
Chapel Topeka.

Wright Jr., Edward Lee, 59, passed 
10/1/16.  Service will be held 11/1/16.

Out of Area Memorials 
Call (316) 681-1155
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Demitria Larry
Youth Empowerment

Personal story: Demitria Anise 
Larry is the Site & Teen Coordinator at 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of South Central 
Kansas.  She has a Bachelors Degree 
in Management from Bellevue University 
in Bellvue, NC, she is currently 
pursuing her Masters in Management & 
Leadership.

“I've learned that people will forget 
what you said, people will forget what 
you did, but people will never forget how 
you made them feel,”  Maya Angelou. As 
a kid she learned early that strong role 
models lay the foundation for success. 
She began volunteering to serve as a 
role model for local youth sports and 
mentoring programs.  

Her  journey with the Boys & Girls 
Clubs started six years ago as a part-
time sports, Fitness, and Recreation 
Youth Development Specialist with 
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Midlands, 
in Omaha, NE. Within 9 months, she 
was promoted to Health & Life Skills 
Program director.

Prior to the Boys & Girls Clubs, she 
worked in training/development for 
several Fortune 500 companies. The 
leadership skills and hard work she 
learned in corporate America helped to 
build her networking and motivation to 

succeed. once gained, those attributes 
helped her work her way up through 
the Boys & Girls Clubs organization, 
she now serve as a Site Coordinator, 
overseeing staff members and 
managing programs and services daily 
at the Opportunity Drive Boys & Girls 
Clubs of South Central Kansas.

How do you inspire Black 
women to succeed?
To inspire Black women to succeed, I 
again quote Maya Angelou, “There is no 
greater agony than bearing an untold 
story inside you.”

What do you like to do for 
fun?
I love to try new cultures and activities.  
Enjoyment of being around people 
and music gives me relaxation and an 
opportunity to grow as a person.

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you?  
I enjoy attending musicals, broadway 
shows, traveling and enjoying new 
cultures.

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20-something self? 

Finish your masters and live in the 
present.

What advice would you 
give to the young girls 
today?
“If you don't like something, change 
it. If you can't change it, change your 
attitude” Maya Angelou

What do you believe to be 
a major issue facing Black 
Women today? 
Being our worst critic, fear and dwelling 
in the past. We need to have  the 
courage to be consistent with everything 
we do and stop listening to the negative 
and allowing others to identify us. 

How are you addressing 
this issue in your personal 
life? 
I’m living in the present, enjoying my 
own self-worth and learning to listen.  
Working in youth development, I’m 
starting with our young ladies as early 
as kindergarten.

What is the best advice 
you ever got? 
“Happiness is not something ready-
made.  It comes from your own actions” 
Dalai  Lama”

What do you like to do to 

unwind?  
Grilling and spending time with 
my family & friends

What is one of 
your most recent 
triumphs? 
Watching my 14-year 
old, austisc son, succeed 
throughout elementary and 
middle school.  I was told 
when he was 4 yrs. old that 
he would never be able to 
function within the Boys & Girls 
Club and mainstream classrooms or be 
socially active and partciapate in sports.

My dream concert is….. 
Missy Elliott, MC Lyte, and Queen 
Latifah together.

On my bucket list is…. 
Black Girls Rock Awards Show.

I always laugh at… 
Laughing Baby videos.

I’ve been known to binge 
watch….. 
Reality shows.

I can’t stop listening to…. 
Mary J. Blige & Maxwell.

Wichita still needs…. 
a great Tapas Resturant.

I I just read…. 
Queen Sugar by Natalie Baszille.

Wichita Police 

Department

Police officer 

position 

available

The Wichita Police Department is seeking men and women from all backgrounds who 
welcome a challenge, share our philosophy of community policing, and want to continue our 
long history of building partnerships in our community. If you feel that you have the integrity, 
character and abilities required of a Wichita Police Officer, visit http://www.wichitapolice.com/

Applicants must 
Be 21 years of age 
Be a U.S. citizen
Possess a high school diploma or GED 
Have vision correctable to 20/30

Benefits
Health, life, dental and optical insurance
Vacation pay and sick leave, paid holidays
Longevity pay, bilingual pay, and retirement
Educational pay for degrees
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Homes for Rent

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

■ Variety of Wichita locations

■ Affordable

■ Fenced yards

■ Pets welcome

■ Professional
 maintenance staff

■ Washer/dryer hookups

■ Central heat/air

Call Wichita Housing & 
Community Services at 
462-3732. View available 
properties at Wichita.govg
GovernmentgHousing & 
Community Services.

annual oratorical contest Holder wants 
to continue to grow.  State winners can 
advance to a national competition where 
they compete for a $10,000 scholarship.  
He also wants to expose youth to science, 
technology and math programs and to 
historically Black colleges. 

The Missionary Baptist State Con-
vention of Kansas was founded in 1891.  
he organization is ailiated with the 
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. 
Holder is the third pastor from Wichita 
to serve as president of the State Conven-
tion.  he other two were J.W. Hayes and 
W.G. Williams.  

HOLDER,  
from page 13



Church Briefs 

NORTH HEIGHTS CELEBRATING 
MORTGAGE BURNING 

North Heights Christian Church members and pastor 
will celebrate the burning of their church mortgage and 
they’re inviting the community to celebrate with them. Nov. 
5 and 6.  he weekend celebration includes a banquet that 
Saturday and a special mortgage burning service on Sunday.  

he Banquet celebration will begin at 6:30 p.m. at Wichita 
State University Metroplex.  Tickets are $10 per adults and $3 for 
children age 5-11.  Dinner is free for youth 5 and under.  he event 
will feature music by Neil Jackson and Friends, Jearld Wytch, 
Clifton Fisher, Steve Jones and the Shekinah Gospel Singers.  

Banquet tickets are available at North Height Church 
from 12:30 -3:30 p.m., and at Rosaline’s International, 
5025 E. 21st St. N.

he mortgage burning service will be held at the Church 
on Nov. 6 at 4:30 p.m.  he keynote speaker will be Rev. 
Warrick Graves, Fellowship Christian Church, 
Kansas City, KS.  

North Heights Christian Church is located 
at 3030 N. Hillside.  Rev. Titus James is Senior 
Pastor.  

CHISHOLM TRAIL CHURCH OF CHRIST TO INSTALL 
NEW MINISTER 

he members of Chisholm Trail Church of Christ, 5833 
E. 37th St. N.,  invite the community to join them at the 
installation of their new senior pastor Brother Barry Gainey 
on Sun. Oct. 30 following the morning worship service.  
he guest speaker at the morning worship service will be 
Brother Roy Montgomery from Estes Park Church of 
Christ in Oklahoma City, OK. he installation ceremony 
will take place immediately following the service.  Sunday 
morning service at Chisholm Trail begins at 10 a.m.

CHAIN-BREAKERS CONFERENCE OCT. 
25-27

PACT – the Progressive Alliance of Churches 
Together will host their 3rd Annual Chain-
Breakers Conference Oct. 25-27 at Calvary Bap-

tist Church, 2653 N. Hillside, Wichita.  he nightly program 
begins with a free meal from 5 – 5:50 p.m., classes from 6-7:15 
p.m. and worship service beings at 7:15 p.m.  he guest revivalist 
is Rev. Dr. Sedric D. Veal, from Temple Baptist Church, East 
Clevland, OH. 

Class facilitators are:  
Dr. Cynthia Wolford-Davis, Women’s Div.
Rev. S. Breathett, Men’s Div.
Rev. Lincoln & Annie Montgomery, Pastors and Spouses Div..
Ms. Kianga Kelley, Singles Div.
Dr. Desmond Lamb, Associate Min. Div.
Rev. LeSean and Johnetta Tarkington, Youth/Children Div.

2012 Ford Mustang GT, 
Pan Ram roof, all options, 
63,000 miles, $18,000. 

2004 Cadillac Escalade108 
thousand miles, $3,500. 

2001 Lincoln Navigator with 
22”rims, power windows 
and roof, trail package , 134K 
miles, $8,000. 

1998 Cadillac with Northstar 
capability, green ragtop, a/c, 
power windows, 148K miles, 
$1,800. 

2003 GTS, 165K miles, 
$3,400. 

AUTOS FOR SALE 

Hoy’s Custom Shop 

1436 S. Washington

Wichita, KS 

(316) 409-8485
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Founder and CEO of C.L.A.S.S.

Lynn Gilkey

Personal story: Lynn Gilkey 
knows well the pain and isolation 
many young people face in our 
community.  She has dedicated herself 
to mentoring and helping young people 
not end up on a similar destructive 
path to hers.  After years of substance 
abuse, Lynn turned her life around and 
credits God in giving her a chance to 
rewrite her story.  In 2008 she was able 
to execute her vision for a program 
she personally created; Caring 
Ladies Assisting Students to Succeed 
(C.L.A.S.S). C.L.A.S.S. is dedicated to 
helping teenage girls avoid going down 
the wrong road, a road Lynn knows all 
too well.    

She mentors teen girls in the 
Wichita public school system, motivat-
ing them to graduate high school and 
choose healthy lifestyle behaviors.  

In 2010 Lynn enrolled in Butler 
Community College where she 
received her certiication in substance 
abuse counseling.   Lynn’s dedication 
to underserved girls from vulner-
able communities does not stop with 
C.L.A.S.S.  

To better serve youth in her commu-
nity, in 2014, Lynn  and her husband, 
David created the non-proit organiza-
tion, Rise Up For Youth where together 

they have served over 1000 students 
in the Wichita area. She believes every 
girl deserves a healthy dose of love 
to be the best women God meant for 
her to be.  

Lynn Gilkey, is the mother of three 
children Ryan, Ricky and Brittany and 
is a faithful member of Tabernacle 
Bible Church, the Church Without 
Walls.

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you?   
That although I get attention for the 
program I created I do not like being in 
the spot light.

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20-something self? 
Stay in school and instead of focusing 
on relationships focus on your educa-
tion.

What advice would you 
give to the young girls 
today?  
You may be tempted by so many 
things but never give into things that 
are not right, that goes against your 
beliefs and values or that you will be 
ashamed of.  Always stay true to your-
self because as an adult you will be 

thankful that you stood up for yourself 
and your morals.  Also don’t feel like 
you have to join in with a group or 
crowd just to it in.  
What do you believe to 
be a major issue facing 
Black Women today? 
More women are suffering from heart 

disease.  

How are you addressing 
this issue in your 
personal life?  
I am addressing the issue by changing 
my eating habits and exercising more.

What is the best advice 
you ever got?   
Put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ 
not man.

Who is your shero?   Any 
woman who has overcome dificult 
challenges and uses her experiences  
to help others do the same. 

What do you like to do to 
unwind?  
Read a good book

What is one of your most 
recent triumphs?   
I was honored at the White House on 
September 30, 2016 for mentoring 
girls and young women in Wichita, 
Kansas.  White House Champion of 

Change recognizes women 
for creating extracurricular 
enrichment programs 
for marginalized girls 
from underserved and 
vulnerable communities, 
an initiative created by our 
President, Barrack Obama.

My dream concert 
is….. 
Teddy Pendergrass, Prince 
and Luther Vandross.

On my bucket list 
is…. 
To make it to the Ellen Show.

I always laugh at… 
A good joke.

I’ve been known to 
binge watch….. 
Martin episodes.

I can’t stop 
listening to…. 
The Holy Spirit that guides 
my life.

Wichita still 
needs….  
More activities for youth.

I just read….  
The Girl on the Train by 
Paula Hawkins.

Personal story: Avree Marshall 
is a 23 year old college student at 
Cowley County majoring in psychology. 
She is a mother of one biological son 
and two step daughters. 

On December 7th 2010, Avree was 
raped at gun point in her home. For 
three years her attacker was free and 
remained anonymous to her. Almost six 
years later she is proud to call herself 
a survivor.   

The past six years have been hard 
on her. She has dealt with depression, 
mental instability, and even times she 
has doubted God. 

Avree has overcome so many 
obstacles through the grace of God 
and is ready to spread not only her 
love for Christ but also tell her story to 
help young men and women over the 
world who have been through similar 
circumstances. 

One of Avree’s favorite poems is 
“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou. Angelou 
states 
“Leaving behind nights of terror and 
fear, I rise
Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear,
I rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors 
gave,

I am the dream and the hope of the 
slave. I rise.” 

Avree believes that whatever she 
goes through, whatever fear she may 
have or whomever tries to stand in her 
way, she will always rise because she 
was made that way. 

What is one of your favorite 
scriptures? Proverbs 31 : 25 “she 
is clothed in strength and dignity and 
laughs without fear of the future.“ 

What do you like to do for 
fun? For fun I love music and movies 
and enjoy time with my husband and 
kids. 

What is something you 
wish everyone knew 
about you?   I wish everyone 
knew how much I love plants and 
nature. I don’t have a green thumb, 
ha-ha, but nature makes me feel closer 
to God. 

Knowing what you know 
now, what would you 
go back and tell your 
20-something self?  Considering 
I am 20 something currently,  I would tell 
myself ive years ago to be patient. If I 
knew then what I know now, I would just 

tell myself to hold on, God’s got me. 

What advice would you give 
to the young girls today?  I 
would tell young girls today to stay 
young and to love themselves. Self love 
and respect go a very long way and I 
feel like the more young women learn 
to love and value themselves the more 
respect young men will give them as 
well. If they see these young women 
respecting and loving themselves, how 
could they not do the same towards our 
young Black women. 

What is a major issue facing 
Black Women today and 
how are you addressing this 
issue in your personal life? 
I believe one of the biggest issues 
we face today is the issue of being 
categorized. Between skin color, hair 
texture, body type, how we grew up, 
where we work, our attitude and etc 
we are labeled. My fellow Black sister 
is my fellow Black sister, regardless of 
how different she is than me. We are all 
magic. Isn’t that all that matters?

What is the best advice you 
ever got? Some of the best advice I 
have ever received was to forgive even 
when you felt people or circumstances 

were unforgivable. 

Who is your shero? 
My shero would have to be 
my mother. Through putting 
her dreams on hold, burying 
2 children, and single 
handedly raising 5 children 
she still remained strong 
and came out on top. She’s 
a prayerful woman with 
ambition and has always 
strived to provide herself and 
her children with the best life 
possible. 

What do you like 
to do to unwind?  I love long 
showers and enjoy snuggling up to my 
newly wedded husband while we watch 
a movie or a favorite show.  

What is one of your most 
recent triumphs?
I would say my most recent triumph 
has been my son’s success in school. 
He’s in irst grade and brings home 
straight A’s. It makes me smile and 
I feel a personal accomplishment 
because I know that his excitement 
about learning is preparing him for a 
prosperous life of knowledge. 

My dream concert is….. A Jill 
Scott concert. 

On my bucket list is…. To ride 
in a hot air balloon. 

I always laugh at… My son and 
step daughters. they are hilarious! 

I’ve been known to binge 
watch….. Say Yes to the Dress, I 
LOVE bridal shows!

I can’t stop listening to…. 
80s R&B. That’s good music! 

Wichita still needs….  A 
Cheesecake Factory. 
 

Rape Survivor

Avree Marshall
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in Wichita 

Honoring 11 dynamic women

 who work hard, persevere, succeed 

& make us believe. 

Black Women

EmpowereD  

In Wichita, INC.

A special section of

BLACK 
WOMEN

EMPOWERED

• Lynn Gilkey

• Deltha Colvin

• Adrienne DeGraftenreed

• Teketa Harding

• Angie Franklin

• Joan Williams

• Veronica Kim Maples

• Bernia Williams 

• Verlene Mahomes

• Demitria Larry

• Avree Marshall 

2016

VOICE
THE Community



Since 1965, TRIO and GEAR UP programs have served first-generation, limited income students in Wichita and across Kansas. 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS HONORS  

DELTHA Q. COLVIN 

ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT OF STUDENT AFFAIRS,  

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

Congratulations 

for being a beacon of light and a 
tower of empowerment to women of 
color from generation to generation. 

 Disability Support Services 

 Educational Opportunity Centers 

 Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP 

 McNair Scholars Program 

 North Wichita GEAR UP 

 Office of Disability Services 

 South Wichita GEAR UP 

 Student Support Services 

 Talent Search 

 Upward Bound Math Science 

 Veterans Upward Bound 

B16
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