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UNCF Hosts Inagural Mayor’s Luncheon

BUSINESS

I

n support of a new partnership,
Wichita Mayor Jeff Longwell and
Wichita Vice Mayor Lavonta Williams hosted the inaugural United
Negro College Fund Luncheon on
Thurs., Sept. 8 at the Hyatt Hotel.
The luncheon, a fundraiser for UNCF,
also celebrated UNCF’s three-year
partnership with Koch Industries,
Inc., and the Charles Koch Foundation, which invested $25 million in
the UNCF/Koch Scholars Program.
The program offers scholarships and
other academic support to AfricanAmerican college students who have
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AIRPORT,
from page15
quantity, and ordered the material.
While most of the installation work
was done by Eubanks and his crew,
KW signed -- without Win’s knowledge -- a separate contract with EII
giving EII supervisory authority over
Win’s work on the project. While
Ashby says it remains unclear how
much control EII had over Win’s
installation work, the fact that the
contract existed, makes one question
the amount of control Win actually
had.
Finally, KW set up a payment plan
that required checks for Win’s work
to be jointly written to Win and EII.
The Department of Transportation
has extensive guidelines for the issuance of joint checks, since they often
indicate the DBE doesn’t have full
financial control over their contract.
Joint checks can be approved, but
they ask the grant recipient to ask for
additional documentation to make
sure the process is legitimate.

an interest in developing and applying an entrepreneurial mindset to
their career pursuits.
So far, the Program has engaged
more than 150 scholars in the concepts of entrepreneurship, innovation and economics, while helping
them fund their degrees.
Mayor Longwell noted this is just
the first Mayor’s UNCF Luncheon and
he expects the event to grow. This
year’s luncheon attracted nearly 100
attendees.
Among those in attendance were
Dr. Michael L. Lomax, UNCF Presi-

dent and CEO. McFarlane Duncan,
UNCF’s area development director,
Missouri and Kansas, more than a
dozen UNCF/Koch Scholars and UNCF
supporting staff members.
Mayor Longwell says, he has long
supported the importance of higher
education.
“Studies show that supporting
and retaining a young, educated
workforce is essential to our city’s
growth,” said Mayor Jeff Longwell.
“I’m thankful to UNCF for supporting
the educational aspirations of deserving Kansas students.” 

“It does not appear that WAA
sought, received, or reviewed documentation of the kind mentioned in
this guidance. Nor does it appear
that W AA employed some of the
safeguards recommended by the
DOT guidance,” wrote Ashby.

contractors, DBE subcontractors,
and suppliers to prevent contractual
breakdowns before they happen,
even if recipients would not ordinarily do so outside the DBE program
context. Just as prime contractors
and subcontractors have to operate
differently in the DBE program than
they do in other situations, so should
recipients.
On the terminal project, the two
largest DBE subcontractors, Terraazzo USA and WIN, both became
involved in contract disputes with the
KW. Both involved disagreements
between KW or a supplier and the
DBE subcontractor about certain
technical aspects of the job. Both
involved escalating acrimony and
distrust between the companies.
“Timely, proactive interventions
by recipients in DBE program situations can be justified and extremely
useful, even when similar interventions may not be called for in other
contexts.”
At this, the DBE program at the
Wichita airport FAILED! 

Consultant’s Conclussion
More than just awarding the DBE
contracts, Ashby says, the Wichita
Airport Authority had an obligation to make sure the contracts ran
smoothly. Instead, WAA took a hands
off approach. While a possibility
exist that WAA and KW may skirt any
damages or penalties from the DOT,
just avoiding regulatory violations,
shouldn’t be the goal, wrote Ashby in
his report.
“The objective of the DBE program is not simply to avoid regulatory violations; it is to foster significant
actual participation by DBEs in DOTassisted contracts,” Ashby writes.
“To prevent such a result, it
is important for recipients to
be aware of and be involved in the
ongoing relationships among prime

Mennonite Housing Realize Your Dreams
 1027 N. GREEN
1661 S TOPEKA 


HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS 

Energy Efficient Homes
DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ALL HOMEBUYERS
Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.
www.mhrsi.org
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Photos: 1. Dr. Michael L. Lomax, UNCF
President and CEO, Meredith Olson, Vice
President Public Affairs, koch Companies
Public Sector, Wichita Vice Mayor Lavonta
Williams and Mayor Jeff Longwell pose for
a photo before the Mayor’s Inagural UNCF
Luncheon. 2. Koch employee Malaika Bell
and Council District 1 Assistant Kameelah
Alexander support their organizations at the
luncheon. 3. Koch employees Askia Ahmad
and Laua Hands visit after the luncheon.
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VETERANS,
trying to go back to school?

CALL VETERANS
UPWARD BOUND
(316) 978 - 6742

WE CAN
HELP.

• Academic Advising
• Computer Literacy
Ad Help
• Financial Aid
Help
• Career Counseling
• Tutoring

WE ALSO SERVE DEPENDENTS
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Three Presidential and One
Vice-President Debate Set

ELECTION 2016

F

or those who like reality TV, based on
the gnarly tone of this year’s presidential campaign, the televised presidential
debates could make pretty good viewing.
Three Presidential Debates and one debate
involving the Vice-President Candidates have
been set and each has a different format. All
debates are 90 minutes and run from 8 to
9:30 p.m.
Sept. 26 Presidential Debate at Hofstra
University (Hempstead, NY)
Moderator: Lester Holt, Anchor, NBC Nightly
News
The topics covered in this debate will
include America’s Direction, Achieving Prosperity, and Securing America, in that order.
The commission noted that these topics could
change due to world and domestic events.
The commercial-free program will consist of
six 15-minute time segments. Each of the
topics will receive two 15-minute segments
during the 90-minute, commercial-free
program.
Holt can extend sections to make sure both
candidates get equal speaking time, but there
are no commercial breaks.
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October 4 Vice-Presidential Debate at
Longwood University (Farmville, VA)
Moderator: Elaine Quijano, Anchor, CBSN
and Correspondent, CBS News
The Vice-presidential debate will operate
similar to the irst presidential debate, but
there will be nine 10-minute sections.
October 9 Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis (St. Louis, MO)
Moderators: Martha Raddatz, Chief Global
Affairs Correspondent and Co-Anchor of "This
Week," ABC, and Anderson Cooper, Anchor,
CNN
In the second presidential debate, half
of the questions come from uncommitted
voters selected by Gallup Organization. The
other half come from the moderator based
on “topics of broad interest as relected in
social media and other sources,” according
to the Commission on Presidential Debates.
The candidates get two minutes to answer
questions, and an additional minute for the
moderator to “facilitate further discussion” —
think fact checking or pressing an evasive
candidate to answer the question better.
The debate moderators and their networks
select the questions. The Commission is not
involved. Town meetings allow citizens to ask
their own questions. In addition, for the irst
time in a presidential general election debate,
Facebook will source questions from users.
October 19 Presidential Debate at the
University of Las Vegas (Las Vegas, NE)
Moderator: Chris Wallace, Anchor, Fox
News Sunday
The format for this debate will be similar to
the format of the irst debate.

Why I Vote:

Because Politics Close to Home Affect My(Our) Daily Life
Brandon Johnson
Sedgwick County Democratic
Black Caucus

brought no progress to the district he represented. The Sedgwick County Commission also
saw the loss of one of its strongest voices of hate
-- Commissioner Karl Peterjohn.
n recent years, we have become accustomed
Locally our Governor, State Legislature, State
to only considering presidential candidates
Board of Education, Sedgwick County Commisin our discussions of politics
sion, USD 259 School Board, local
and elections. The same has
judges and Wichita City Council have
been true in 2016. Currently
much more of an impact on my/our
much is being said about a candaily lives than the President of the
didate who has absolutely no
United States. What we truly need is
political experience, nor foreign
more people in local offices who put
policy experience, possibly
people before party, and common
being the next leader of the free
sense before ideology.
Johnson
world, and another who would
So far, 2016 has proven if we colbe the first female President of the United States. lectively get informed and cast our votes, we can
There are also other candidates running for this begin to bring common sense back to our state
nation’s highest office, but they have received
and end the failed experiment that has plagued
significantly less coverage than the two repreus since 2012.
senting the Democrat and Republican parties.
With the right people in office, we can expand
What has been missing from this conversation Medicaid and help more than 150,000 Kansans
is the fact that State Board of Education seats,
who need healthcare. We can provide real
judges, two county commission seats, all 125
support for mental health issues and ease the
seats in the Kansas State House and 40 seats in
burden on our jails for citizens who truly need
the Kansas State Senate are up for election, and
help and not jail.
through the August primary we have already
We can ensure that body camera footage is
seen some of Governor Brownback’s closest
accessible and not blocked through Kansas
allies who supported and carried his failed
Open Records Act revisions. We can fully fund
policies, lose their re-election bids. Federally,
education, likely decrease class sizes and pay
even Tea Party favorite U.S. Congressman Tim
teachers what they deserve. We can fix the unfair
Huelskamp lost his primary to his Republican
practice of allowing more than 300,000 busiopponent, largely because of his D.C. antics that nesses not pay their fair share of state income

I

BALLOT,
from page 13
separation of power is under attack in Kansas
by the current Legislative majority and Executive
branches aren’t too pleased with recent Judicial
rulings on school funding and a ruling that overturned the death sentences of convicted killers
Jonathan and Reginald Carr.
Because of these rulings, the judicial retention elections are a big issue this year, with
millions of dollars expected to be poured into
unseating four of the liberal judges.
Judges in Kansas are initially appointed by
the Governor, however they are retained by
a vote of citizens. Four of the five judges up
for a retention vote were appointed by former
Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebeilus – they are:
Chief Justice Lawton Nuss and Associate Justices
Carol Beier, Dan Biles and Marla Luckert. The
fifth justice on the ballot, Caleb Stegall, was
appointed to the bench by Gov. Sam Brownback,
and conservative groups are campaigning in
favor of his retention.
While you may not have paid much attention

to judicial elections in the past, this year just
don’t roll pass these races. Failing to vote in the
judicial retention races is truly giving away your
power to control the future of Kansas.
In addition, your vote on Legislative race will
impact the way judges are selected in the future.
In the last two legislative sessions, conserva-

taxes, which continues to lead to our state
borrowing hundreds of millions of dollars and
being downgraded in credit ratings.
We can remove the arbitrary tax lid from
the City of Wichita which has the potential to
negatively affect future spending to improve our
city. With the right judges, we can see the unfair
practices that overwhelmingly harm people of
color begin to be reduced. With more people
like Tim Norton on the County Commission,
we can see a restoration of common sense and
proper health and arts funding.
Voting is only step one in bringing about
change. After the election, whether your preferred candidate wins or loses, we must then engage our elected officials and continue to make
our demands known to hold them accountable.
We can no longer vote, and forget; we must
show up to hearings and meetings. We must
make those phone calls, speak up at meetings,
send those letters, and let them know we are
actively paying attention.
With that being said, the general election is
Tues. Nov. 8. Prior to that, Sedgwick County offers
early voting and advance voting by mail. The USD
259 school board and Wichita City Council elections will be held in 2017, and some candidates
have already announced their intent to run. I
encourage you to engage all who intend on mak
ing official decisions representing you!
Brandon Johnson is chair of the Sedgwick
County Democrat Black Caucus.
tive lawmakers have tried unsuccessfully to
pass a constitutional amendment changing the
way Supreme Court justices are chosen. Their
proposed changes would put more power in the
hands of the governor. They will likely try again
this year to get similar changes through. 

Judicial Elections A Great Big Fight This Year

G

et ready for the attack ads to hit the
airwaves, and these won’t be around
national candidates. They’ll be around
the retention elections for Kansas judges. The
judiciary is a big deal in this year’s
election.
In the Kansas Supreme Court
elections, there is also a battle going
on between the conservatives and
liberals. Four of the Five Supreme
Court Judges up for retention vote
are considered Liberals and they expect Kansas conservatives to wage
an aggressive media campaign
to unseat them. To make it easy,

the one conservative up for retention vote is
Caleb Stegall. He was appointed by Gov. Sam
Brownback. The other four were appointed by

Gov. Kathleen Sebeilus.

It’s Against the Law

23

Telemarketers Cannot Ask You to Wire Money
By Derek Schmidt
Kansas Attorney General

GOOCH,
from page 22

316-201-1660

Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals & Cremations
New generation . . . for all generations!

Glen Sharp is co-author with Rip Gooch of his book “Black Horizons: One aviator’s experience
in the Post-Tuskegee Era.” Autographed copies of the book are available for puchase at The Community Voice offices for $20.

as an active partner with the people of the
region as they work to improve their communities and opportunities for the future.
Please go to http://wichita.edu/wsujobs

policies: Executive Director, Office of Equal
Employment Opportunity, Wichita State
University, 1845 Fairmount, Wichita, KS
67260-0138; telephone (316)978-3186.
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it later, and he offered to let me fly it
for my birthday.”
This year’s special flight happened
615 W. Maple
Saturday at Benton Airport, 10 miles
(Maple and Sycamore)
east of Wichita. Gooch called Dwayne
Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium
Rea, son of a longtime friend and a
former flight student
Vice President for Finance and Administration
for more details about the requirements for
Due to the retirement of the nationally
of Gooch’s son. He
respected chief finance officer, Mary Herrin, this position and the application process.
thought Rea still
Please address inquiries regarding the
Wichita State University is seeking nomiowned a plane, but
position to Dr. Tony Vizzini, Provost and
nations and applications for the position of
he didn’t. He knew
Senior Vice President, Chair of the Search
Vice President for Finance and Administrasomeone who did,
Committee,
tion. This position reports directly to the
Wichita State
President and serves as a member of the
and he volunteered
UniversiExecutive Team. The Vice President is rea Piper Cherokee Six
ty, 1845
sponsible
for
developing,
implementing
and
for the afternoon.
Fairmount,
assessing the financial management plans
Gooch appreci67260-0013, 316-978-3010.
and activities of the University. The position
ated it.
For full consideration, applicants must
oversees the budget, facilities planning,
“There’s a
submit 1)a letter of application describing
physical plant, police, purchasing, financial
abilities to meet required and preferred
operations and business technology, human
family-type of feeling
resources, financial reporting and debt man- qualifications, 2: Curriculum Vitae, and 3(
among people who
names, addresses, email addresses and teleagement, and auxiliary services.
own planes,” he
phone numbers for five individuals who can
Wichita State University is classified as
said. “Dwayne told
be contacted for professional references.
a “higher research” university and it is one
[the plane’s owner]
Offers of employment are contingent
of three research universities in the Kansas
system. Current enrollment is approximate- upon completion of background checks as
what we were lookrequired by the Kansas Board of Regents.
ly 14,500 headcount students and an annual
ing to do, and he got
Wichita State University does not discrimbudget from all sources is in excess of $280
excited about helpinate in its programs and activities on the
million. Wichita is a highly livable metropoling. I can’t thank
itan area in south-central Kansas, known for basis of race, religion, color, national origin,
him enough. We
gender, age, sexual orientation, gender
affordable housing, short commute times,
identity, gender expression, marital status,
and a wonderfully diverse population. WSU
had a beautiful day
political affiliation, status as a veteran,
plays an increasingly important role in the
and a beautiful time
genetic information or disability. The
region as a hub for education as well as
together. There’s
economic and community development and following person has been designated to
nothing like flying.”
handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination
prides itself on its commitment to serving
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Gooch retained his pilot’s license
and status as an FAA pilot examiner,
became a top salesman of new cars
at Wichita’s Robinson-Lesline Buick
dealership, and was elected to the
city council in 1989 and Kansas
senate in 1992. He published his
autobiography, “Black Horizons: One
Aviator’s Experience in the PostTuskegee Era,” in 2006, and
continues to sell copies of it.
His connection to the airfield did
not end with the closing of Aero
Services. By 1990, Gooch’s 25-yearold son Kerry worked in marketing
for Beech Aircraft and, as a pilot like
his father, frequently flew out of what
was then the Beech Employees’ Flying
Club.
On Sept. 12, 1990, Kerry Gooch
was invited by a coworker to fly to
Arkansas. It would be Kerry Gooch’s
last flight, and he departed on that
flight from the airfield his father once
operated.
That night, the plane carrying Rip
Gooch’s son, piloted by the coworker,
crashed under storm conditions
while attempting to land in Conway,
Arkansas.

“In visiting the old Beech field
for my birthday, I’m also doing it to
remember Kerry, who died the day
before my birthday 26 years ago,”
Gooch said. “It’s the worst thing a
parent can go through, losing a child
in the prime of life. He could have
done so much. He wasn’t even supposed to be on that plane. His friend
made the offer that day so they could
get flight hours on a business trip.”
Most years Gooch does not celebrate his birthday due to its emotional connection with his son’s death,
but he made exceptions for parties
on his 80th, 85th and 90th. Recently,
he has not piloted planes regularly
but has maintained his license. He
passed his medical renewal at age
90, and has made a point of piloting
around the time of his birthday.
The impulse befits a man who
yearned to fly from the first time he
saw a plane while working a Tennessee field as a child in the 1920s, was
certified for his pilot’s license in the
1940s by C. Alfred “Chief” Anderson
(who taught the Tuskegee Airmen),
and has accrued 20,000 flight hours.
“Last year, I went up in a Mooney
I originally sold in 1965 to John King
of Butler County,” Gooch said. “One
of my flying students from that era,
Bob Becker of Harvey County, bought

The scammer has already violated the law by even asking for
this information.
Your best bet when you need
a product or service is to seek
out a well-known, trusted local
or national supplier, where you
know you can find them again
if something goes wrong. If you
do choose to do business over
the phone with a telemarketer,
your best payment option is a
credit card. These charges can
be traced and disputed through
your credit card issuer.
You can report scam calls
to our office using our online
complaint form at www.InYourCornerKansas.org or by calling
(800) 432-2310. 

NEWS-TO-USE

F

or many years we have
advised consumers that it’s
a bad idea to wire money
to someone you spoke to over
the phone. This is a common
financial tool scammers use,
because once you hit send at the
wire terminal, the money is gone
and nearly impossible to trace.
Effective earlier this year,
it’s not just a bad idea to wire
someone money – it’s against
the law for them to even ask.
A new telemarketing sales
rule was adopted by the Federal Trade Commission and
went into effect in June that

makes it against the law for
any telemarketer to ask you to
send money by “cash-to-cash
transfers,” commonly known as
“wiring money.” It also prohibits
them from asking for payment
in the form of reloadable cash
cards, like MoneyPak or Vanilla
Reload.
Another way scammers may
try to get access to your funds is
by asking for your bank routing
and account numbers. The new
rule also prohibits telemarketers
from asking for this information.
If you get a call from a telemarketer who asks you to wire
money, give them a gift card
number or your bank account
number, hang up immediately.
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Plan Ahead to Visit the National African American Museum

2

The contents of each issue of
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copyrighted. Articles appearing in
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f you’re excited about visiting
the National Museum of African
American History and Culture that
opens this weekend in Washington,
D.C., then plan ahead. Why? Because
a lot of people are expected to make
the trip to D.C. to visit the museum
and because there’s a lot to see at the
museum.
Admission to all National Museums,
part of the Smithsonian Institution,
are Free. However, due to the level
of continued interest in the museum,
a Timed Pass system has been set
up to help serve as many visitors as
possible while maintaining a secure,
safe and smooth flow of people into
and through the building. The timed
passes will also alleviate extended wait
times.

The passes are timed at fifteen
minute entry intervals, however, once
you’re in the museum, there is no
limit on how long you stay.
Everyone in your party will need a
pass, including infants. The maximum
number of passes one individual can
obtain in a day is six. To reserve your
Timed Pass in advance, go online to
https:// nmaahc.si.edu/visit/passes.
Remember we said plan ahead.
Timed Passes for September and
October were released on August 27th.
Passes for November and December
will be released on September 6th.
Additional release dates will be
announced. If you’re going to be in
D.C. any, try your luck. Each day, a
limited number of same day timed
passes will be available.

Also when you’re planning,
allot more than one day to visit the
museum. Officials says it is extremely
difficult to see the entire museum in
one viewing and people should plan to
return. The museum is open 364 days
a year from 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Most museum-goers will start their
tour on the three underground floors
containing the historical exhibits.
The lowest concourse examines the
slave trade beginning with the Middle
Passage. The second concourse
contains exhibits on the era of
segregation — including a shotgun
shell and glass fragments found in the
gutter outside the 16th Street Baptist
Church in Birmingham, Ala., where
four little girls died in a bombing in
1963. The top concourse, “1968 and

Beyond,” examines the ramifications
of the civil rights movement and
includes artifacts from Barack ranging
from Obama’s 2008 presidential
campaign to the Black Lives Matter
movement.
The first two above-ground floors of
the museum are devoted to the lobby
and educational space. The parts
of the museum celebrating AfricanAmerican culture are on the third and
fourth floors.
Carla Hall, chef and television
personality,” signed on as a consulting
chef for the museum’s Sweet Home
Cafe, which has four stations devoted
to regional fare: the South (sample

See MUSEUM page 8

Top Must-See Items at the National Museum
•The museum staff identified 36 must see items at the museum, in addition to the
Tuskegee Airmen’s Plane, here are a seven of the 36 that stood out to us.
Shards of glass and shotgun
shell from 16th Street Baptist
Church in Birmingham, AL
The church was a lash point in
the nonviolent struggle for rights
in Birmingham, and in September
1963, it became a site of martyrdom
as well. Dynamite planted by
members of the Ku Klux Klan tore
through the church on a Sunday
morning, killing four girls and
injuring more than 20 others. These
remnants memorialize a turning
point for the civil rights movement.

Advertising rates available upon request.
Email requests for advertising rates to:
orders@tcvpub.com or
call us at 316-681-1155.

Blood-stained map from
“Bleeding Kansas” era.
In the years before the Civil
War, the slaveholding Southern
states sought for control of the
federal government, in part by
attempting to ensure that new
states added to the union would
be open to slavery. In Kansas,
in the 1850s, that led to violent
clashes between pro- and antislavery settlers. This bloodstained map was owned by the
abolitionist David Starr Hoyt,
who was murdered by slavery
partisans in 1856.

Stoneware storage jar by
Dave the Potter
Slaves were rarely allowed
to learn to read or write, so the
things they made were seldom
identiied with the name of a
craftsman. Dave the Potter, who
lived in South Carolina, was an
exception, and this pot is marked
with his name and the date of its
creation, 1852.

Silk-lace-and-linen shawl given
to Harriet Tubman by Queen
Victoria
Harriet Tubman, born a slave,
became a leader of the Underground
Railroad, a Union spy during the
Civil War and later a suffragist for
women’s rights. Among her admirers
was Queen Victoria, who gave her this
silk-lace-and-linen shawl.
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“Mammy” and “Chef” pair
of salt and pepper shakers
During the segregation era,
caricatures of African Americans
were an ubiquitous part of
American life that ornamented
household items, from
candleholders to coin banks to
these salt and pepper shakers,
made in the 1950s.

Wrought-iron slave collar, lock
and key
Charleston “slave badge”
Slaveholders could earn
money by hiring their slaves
out as workers. A slave badge
identiied the slave by his or her
profession and the date.

The roughly hewn iron of this
restraint emphasizes the harsh
realities of the slave trade. It was
probably used to chain enslaved
African-American men to each other
as they were moved from one place to
another.

Brandon’s Birthday Bash and Comedy Show

Cecil M. Gardner

19

Real Estate Consultant

Mr. Birthday Brandon Winn
with Donde Crawford
(L-R)Siblings Brandon, J
essica and Bryant Winn

W

637 S Oliver, Suite 300
Wichita, KS 67218
Ofice: 888.222.0988
Direct: 316.617.0489
Fax: 888.220.0989
cgardner@movewithplatinum.com

Partytime

By Shy and Kandi
However, when the birthday boy and honoree comedian
Brandon Winn hit the stage his effortless delivery made
each joke land even harder.
He even called me, Shy out and made sure everyone
knew I have dance fever at any given moment and, challenged me to take the stage. Really, laughing out loud,
Kandy B and I both weren’t trying to be a part of the show,
but report it.
Over all it was a great selection of comedians that left
our guts busted from too many laughs, but could you
possibly have too many laughs? Laughter is the way to
happiness. So laugh on and catch all these phenomenal
comedians where ever they land. We know we will be looking out for their next sets!!
We didn’t make this show, but Community Voice
photographer Gary Kinnard showed up for the crew. Gary,
who insist he’s still in his prime, was really in the mix when
these groups were hot. We know Gary was all up in the
place having a good time at the I Love The ’90s Tour that
made its way to Wichita’s Intrust Arena on Sept 9. The tour
invites attendees to reminisce about the trend-setting decade with some of the most iconic, indelible names in rap
and hip hop. The Wichita stop featured Vanilla Ice, Salt N
Pepa with Spinderella, Color Me Badd, Kid N Play, Coolio,
All 4 One and Tone Loc. According to Gary, it was a great
night out that doubled as an arena-sized dance party. 

www.MoveWithPlatinum.com

3928 e 13th street nOrth, Wichita

Open fOr Business

MOn - sat 11 a.M - 10 p.M
Dine in Or carry Out

Place your orders in advance or
make reservations for large groups
by calling 316-409-4602

Specializing in
Fried Chicken Wings & Fried Catfish
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ho doesn’t like the funny? That’s almost like asking who doesn’t like money, right! Well Kandy B
and I love the funny and had to catch the Comedy
show/ Birthday Bash for the Virgos in Wichita hosted by
none other than Mr. Brandon Winn himself. Winn is probably one of the most well-known comedians in Wichita!
Automatically, we knew that we were in it for a great show!
The show was hosted by Uncle Bam who doesn’t look
old enough to be anybody’s uncle. He held the stage like
he’d whoop your behind if you didn’t pay attention to his
set, but why wouldn’t you? He commanded the stage and
even roasted people in the crowd who tried to catch feelings... Like dude it’s a show; you are bound to be called
out. Heck the birthday boy Brandon Winn didn’t even catch
a pass; he also was roasted during Uncle Bam’s kick off.
First up was James from Manhattan. This fiery character
didn’t have a set prepared, but his stories and punch lines
brought tears to our very own eyes, especially with series
of jokes about hood ghost. Then there was the comedian
David; who is also an excellent DJ at KSUN 95.9 FM. Who’d
think this kid could be a double agent holding down the
spins and the laughs at the same time! You can tell he has
had many a go at the rodeo and kept the crowd in stitches.
The ladies also represented. Ms. Erica Profit seems so
sweet to be a comic, but her delivery commands applause!
She delivered a round of laughs that you couldn’t help
but to give her props. Seasoned comedian Keyvaun, who
also didn’t come to play, hit the stage and his jokes were
so funny and you fell in love with everything he said.

PARTYTIME

The Partytime
Crew Kandi
(2nd L) and
Shy (R) with
comedians
David Cohen,
and Jason
Salas.
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Kid N Play

i Love
the 90’s
Photos by Gary K

Ton-Loc

Vanilla Ice
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Salt-N- Pepa with Spindarella

Kirksey, Brandon “B” Cortez, 32,
died 9/10/16. He was an aspiring
Rap Artist/Musician. Service will be
held 9/24/16, 11:00AM at New Jerusalem Baptist Church. He is survived
by: companion; Sasha Roach- Kirksey,
mother; Shelly Kirksey, children;
Samara, Samajah, Zeyahnna, Alyja,
Zakhi, Xavier, Logan, Tevin & Zoey, father; Eddie Caddell, sister; Chauquita
Danielle Kirksey , brothers; Chavez
Kirksey , Eddie Caddell III, and
Martez Ricks.
Johnson, Jewel, 100, died 9/16/16.
Service is pending.
Reed, Alma, 77, passed 9/19/16.
Service will be held 09/23 at St. James
Baptist Church. She is survived by:
son; Rance Reed, III, granddaughter;
Brooklin Reed, Sister-in-laws; Jessie
Rolfe, Lillie Rolfe and nephew; Napoleon Rolfe

Barron, Delbert Elmo, 55, passed
9/4/16. Service was held 9/9/16 at
Prairie Trail Cowboy Church.
Broughton, Noreen Sharron, 79,
passed 9/16/16. Service is pending.
Gelmers Jr., John Martin, 61,
passed 9/11/16. Service is pending.
Ibanez-Rueda, Margarita, 69,
passed 8/31/16. Service was held
9/7/16 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
Keeling, Sharon, 51, passed
9/1/16. Service was held 9/15/16 at
New Life Church.
Kerwin, Patricia, 51, passed
9/9/16. Service is pending.
Mason, Isaiah Ray, 19, passed
9/2/16. Service was held 9/13/16 at
Chapel of Angels.
McCray, Carl Dennis, 56, passed
9/14/16. Service was held 9/20/16 at
Lakeview Cemetery.
Osburn, Floyd, 71, passed 9/18/16.
Service is pending.
White, Janice Marie, 52, passed
9/8/16. Service was held 9/16/16 at
New Life Church.

Dunlap, (Elgloris) Charles, 72,
passed 8/30/16. Service was held
09/08 at New Jerusalem Baptist
ChurchHe is survived by: children,
Jamal Jones, Astasha Jones

RJ Bethea
Funeral
Wichita
Theayre Santee, 45, passed
9/15/16. Service will be held 9/23/16,

Goss, Imogene, 85, passed
9/13/16. Service is pending.
E-Mail Out of Area Obits
to guillory@tcvpub.com

McCray, Jonnie Mae, 83, passed
9/7/16. Service was held 9/14/16
at Asbury Mt. Olive United Methodist
Church

Peaceful Rest
Topeka
Coleman, Larry, Sr., 68, passed
9/4/16. Service was held 9/10/16 at
True Vine Missionary Baptist Church
(Topeka).
Evans, Sherry Lynn, 54, passed
9/13/16. Service was held 9/16/16 at
Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.
Vinson, Esther Lee, 88, passed
9/14/16. Service will be held
9/24/16, 10:30 AM at Mount Carmel
Missionary Baptist Church (Topeka).

North Heights Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
“A Church that Shares and Teaches the Love of Christ to all People”
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies & Youth Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
3030 N. Hillside
Wichita, KS
(316) 652-0229
Rev. Titus H. James Sr.
Servant

Of Course, All People Are
Welcome
www.nhccdoc.com

Penwell-Gabel
Junction City
Barnes, Ky-mani Isaiah,
infant, passed 9/3/16. Service
was held 9/17/16 at Church of
Deliverance(Junction City).
Self, Nolan, 98, passed 9/9/16.
Service was held 9/23/16,
11:00AM at the C.L. Hoover Opera
House(Topeka).

For the lowest cost

Whole Life
Final Expense

“Burial Policy”
Issue Ages 0-89
Face $1,000 - $35,000

Cliff Cross
call 721-4200
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Williams, Carl Stanley, 71, died
8/30/16. Service was held 9/30/16
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.Austin,

Biglow Funeral
Wichita

Hodge, Julius, 87, passed 9/12/16.
Service was held 9/17/16 at Antioch
Missionary Baptist Church.
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Wilson, Barbara Ann, 70, passed
9/13/16. Service will be held
9/24/16, 11:00AM at Greater New
Testament Baptist Church.

Williams, Heather Lynn, 29,
passed 9/15/16. Service was held
9/21/16 at Calvary Baptist Church.

Haggerty, Zeffer Mae, 83, passed
9/8/16. Service was held 9/17/16 at
New Mt. Zion Baptist Church.

SEPT. 22, 2016

Snyder, James J., 70, died 9/11/16.
He was a Wichita State University
Distinguished Professor of Clinical
Psychology Emeritus. Service will
be held 9/24/16, 3:00PM at Jabara
Hall, Rm. 127 Wichita State Campus.
He is survived by: spouse; Nancy
McCarthy Snyder, daughters; Abigail
s) McCarthy, Elizabeth Snyder, son;
John Snyder, mother; Alita Snyder,
brothers; Joe Snyder, Ron Snyder, Tim
Snyder, Marty Snyder, and sister;
Ann Polking.

21

Bowser-Johnson
Topeka

OBITUARIES

Curtis, Theo”Pat” Patricia, 71,
died 9/2/16. She was a retired Cargill
employee. Service was held 9/9/16 at
Jackson Mortuary Chapel. She is survived by: sister; Clara Young, brother;
Cecil Curtis Jr. , uncles; Raymond
Norwood and Julius Williams.

11:00AM at Robert J. Bethea Funerals
and Cremations.

For out of area obituaries call (316) 681-1155

Jackson
Mortuary
Wichita
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Help Black Leaders Formulate Their Ask
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sTaTe

•Plan to be heard at the Kansas
Black Leadership Council Platform convention Oct. 1 in
Junction City.

C

oncerned citizens in Kansas’ African-American
community are invited to participate in the second Kansas Black Leadership Council Platform
Convention to be held Sat., Oct 1 in Junction City,
KS. Under the motto, “from protests, to the polls, to
policy,” the Kansas Black Leadership Council is inviting anyone who cares about the state of Black people
in Kansas, to join them, to be heard, and to have a
say in the development of KBLC’s 2017 Platform.
The adopted platform will be presented to
members of the Kansas legislature ahead of the 2017
legislative session. In addition, where needed, the
group will work to develop and introduce in both
the Kansas House and Senate, legislation meant to
advance the platform issue.
It’s a technique that’s followed annually by other
organizations, but until the group developed a platform in 2016, African Americans in Kansas had never
presented their proposals for action. The successful
2016 platform convention attracted approximately
100 participants from across the state. The organization anticipates growing that number this year.

Any resident of Kansas interested in helping set the
Kansas Black Leadership Council’s 2017 Legislative Platform can attend the meeting that begins at
10 a.m. at the Junction City Opera House, Junction
City, KS. Registration opens at 9:30 a.m. The event
should conclude by 1 p.m. Attendance at the convention is free. However, an optional buffet lunch will be
available for $10. Advance registration and payment
for the lunch is required no later than Wed., Sept. 28.
Both can be taken care of online at www.eventbrite.
com.
To help convention participants make an informed
decision, a group of dynamic professionals have
been solicited to make presentations at the convention in four major areas: economic development,
health, public safety and criminal justice reform, and
voting rights and political representation.
To better gage the issues and concerns of African
Americans in Kansas, KBLC is conducting an online
survey. The survey results will be used to help guide
the development of the 2017 platform. Individuals
are still encouraged to participate in the survey by
accessing it online at www.kansasblc.com.
“We will introduce bills during the 2017 legislative session that support our legislative platform,”
says KS State Rep. Gail Finney, (D-Wich) who also
serves as KBLC treasurer. “Our goal is to make a
positive difference for our community.”

Although anyone can attend the conference,
only KBLC members can vote on the platform. A
one-year KBLC membership is $10. Memberships can also be paid online at Eventbrite or
on-site at the convention.
The Kansas Black Leadership Council is a
non-partisan organization, so individuals who
are Republicans, Democrats, Independents or
otherwise affiliated are invited to participate.

Groups supporting the KBLC Platform Convention include the Kansas African American Affairs
Commission and the Kansas State Conference of
NAACP Branches.
You can learn more about KBLC, read their
2016 platform and 2016 results online at www.
kansasblc.com. The organizations is also on
Facebook -- www.facebook.com/kblc100 

2nd Platform Convention
Sat., Oct. 1, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Junction City Opera House
FREE • register online at www.eventbrite.com

KBLC Survey of Black Kansans:
It’s All About the Money

T

he results of initial respondents to a survey conducted by the Kansas Black Leadership Council shows economic issues
as the major concern of African-Americans in
Kansas. Respondents said economic development was the area where favorable policy
changes could have the most positive impact
on the lives of African Americans in Kansas.
Economics slightly out distanced education,
followed by health and then public safety and
criminal justice reform, as the area where respondents most wanted to see improvements.
At the bottom of the list was voter rights and
political responsibility.
“It’s about the money,” says Bonita Gooch,
president of the Kansas Black Leadership
Council. “What’s in it for me is a big issue
across all demographic groups and, African
Americans in Kansas can look around and
see we’re not doing as well as other groups in
Kansas.”
Based on the survey responses to date,
Gooch says KBLC will definitely need to include
some proposals for economic development
improvement in its 2017 Legislative Platform.
Some of the economic development issues
presented in the survey were:
Increase the States Minimum wage to a
"livable wage
Cap the interest rate on payday loans in
Kansas at a rate much lower than the national
average, which exceeds 400%
Cap the interest rate on payday loans in
Kansas at a rate much lower than the national
average, which exceeds 400%
Implement a more aggressive program to

increase state spending with minority-owned
businesses, such as a program similar to
Missouri's that has greatly helped strengthen
businesses of color in that state.
Implement a program that encourages
businesses, particularly those who will hire
employees, to locate in zip codes with high
poverty levels.
Restore an equitable income tax system that
does not favor businesses over individuals.
Implement programs to make more affordable daycare options available for parents.
“To lobby effectively and get positive change
during the 2017 Legislative session, I’m hoping
the group will take a focused approach to our
platform this year,” says Gooch. “Instead of
eight platform items, I’m hoping we can cut the
list in half. That way we can focus on really delivering results in the few selected areas, versus
barely touching on a broad list of concerns.”
The decision about what issues to include
on the KBLC 2017 Legislative Platform will be
made at the organization’s Platform Convention
to be held, Sat. Oct. 1 in Junction City, at the
Junction City Opera House. Anyone interested
in learning more about the issues or having a
say in the platform should attend. The event is
free, however registration is requested. Register online at www.eventbrite.com.
The group will continue collecting survey
results through the end of October. The survey
is available online at www.Kansasblc.com.
“We’ll present the survey results to elected
officials across the state,” says Gooch. “Beyond our platform, they need to understand
our community’s level of concern on issues.” 

Ending Child Poverty: A Moral and Economic Necessity
Marian Wright Edelman
Children’s Defense Fund

our leaders in all parties at all
levels create jobs, jobs with living
wages that allow people to work
with dignity and a high-quality
child care support system followed by a strong education system that leaves all of our children
ready for the future.
Why don’t we do what we
know works and what is right to
do? We can and must end child
poverty. In our 2015 report
“Ending Child Poverty Now” the Children’s Defense
Fund shows how by expanding investments in nine
existing policies and programs that work we could
shrink overall child poverty 60%, Black child poverty
72%, and improve the economic circumstances for
97% of poor children. All of our national leaders
need to be focusing on this and doing far more to
see that child poverty is ended. We all need to vote in

EDITORIAL

P

overty data just released by the by the U.S.
Census Bureau reveal child poverty declined
last year to 14.5 million poor children from
15.5 million in 2014, one million fewer but still
higher than before the recession began in 2007. The
national child poverty rate declined from 21.1% in
2014 to 19.7% in 2015, a statistically significant decrease but nearly one in five children. Child poverty
rates declined for White, Black, Hispanic, and Asian
children and that is good news.
Yet despite the good news, children of color are
still disproportionately poor and comprise nearly
70% of poor children in America. One in three
Black children and more than one in four Hispanic
children were poor in 2015, compared to one in
eight White children. They live in another America.
In 2020, the majority of children in our country

will be children of color, so when we deny them the
basic necessities of life we are threatening all of our
futures.
Do we really want to continue to jeopardize the
futures of our next generation and our national military and economic security which is being formed
in the bodies and minds of our children today — all
of them? It is a moral disgrace that children remain
the poorest age group in the nation and one in three
poor people in America is a child, and the one in five
children who are poor continue to struggle with odds
stacked against their success. The research is so
clear that early years are critically important in laying
a foundation for early childhood and adulthood.
No family with a parent working full-time yearround should be poor in our nation. Yet in 2015,
more than two-thirds of poor children had at least
one family member who worked, and nearly onethird had at least one family member who worked
full-time year-round. It is time to demand that all of
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November and then hold our leaders accountable for
their action or inaction to end child poverty now and
prepare our children and nation for the future. 
Marian Wright Edelman is President of the
Children's Defense Fund whose Leave No Child Behind® mission is to ensure every child a Healthy
Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start and a
Moral Start in life and successful passage to adulthood with the help of caring families.

Projects and You Can Inspire Local Youth to Succeed
By Shawn Lancelot and Mary K Vaughn

I

three years, through its nonprofit partnerships and
hiring programs, it will invest $40 million nationally
in workforce, education and leadership opportunities for about 100,000 teens and young adults.
This past summer, we worked together to create a
“Shark Tank” event and trade show, providing youth
with entrepreneurship and business skills, as well
as valuable presentation skills. Five teams presented
their business plans to a panel of Bank of America
judges, and were exposed to non-traditional career
options in the process.
Each of us can play a role in providing our young
people with the tools necessary for empowerment.
Mentoring, job shadowing, and other volunteer op-

portunities give teens valuable perspective and vision
about what it means to be employed, how to manage
a paycheck and the kinds of job opportunities that
exist today.
Together, we can help young people chart a path
for success and create a thriving community that
champions opportunities for the next generation. 
Shawn Lancelot is Bank of America Wichita
market president. Mary K. Vaughn is executive
director of Urban League of Kansas.

National Celebration Empowers Children Through Literacy
must work together as a village. That is
be a place where reading and writing is
why we ask you to join us in celebrating
celebrated and children and adults have an
National Literacy Month. We hope that
opportunity to interact with the creators of
September is a spark for literacy engageamazing stories and wonderful illustrament in our community and creates a
tions. For more information about the
movement that will continue on throughfestival visit storytimevillage.org or e-mail
out this month and the months to come.
info@storytimevillage.org.
Barnes
Next month, October 19-22, Storytime
Reading is essential for every aspect of
Village will host the Kansas Children’s Literacy
our lives and developing a love of reading at an early
Conference & Festival to address the need for literacy age can make a major impact on a child’s future.
enrichment in our community through targeted fesWe want all children in Kansas, regardless of their
tival programs, events and activities that encourage
socioeconomic background, race, and or gender to
early learning, family engagement around reading
have an opportunity to succeed. We are the “village”
and access to books.
and together, we can significantly impact the lives of
Through a partnership with area schools, local
the children who need us most. 
book stores and community organizations, the
Prisca Barnes is president and CEO of Storytime Village, Inc.
Kansas Children’s Literacy Conference & Festival will
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T

he ability to read is a gift that most of us take
for granted. Reading is a fundamental part of
our everyday lives, but many of our children
are lacking this vital skill.
Former slave and abolitionist, Frederick Douglass,
made the powerful statement, “once you learn to
read, you’ll forever be free.”
It is Storytime Village’s mission each day to open
the doors of literacy for the children who need us
most. While our work with literacy in underserved
communities is what we do every day of each month,
September is especially important. It is National Literacy Month, a time to encourage children to engage
in literacy activities like visiting the library, reading a

new book, or encouraging parents to take the extra
time to read aloud to their child.
Reading proficiency rates have improved for
most demographic groups over the last decade,
but large disparities still exist by race and income
status. Kansas is among the states where the literacy
achievement gap widened. According to a recent
KIDS COUNT report, 83% percent of Kansas AfricanAmerican fourth graders are below proficiency in
reading. In Wichita, only half of African-American
fourth graders are reading at grade level. This disturbing statistic is foretelling for those children that
only 30% of them will have a chance of being skilled
in reading by graduation.
We believe in the ancient African proverb, “it
takes a village to raise a child.” In order to change
the trajectory of the youth in our community, we
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By Prisca Barnes
Storytime Village, Inc.
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t is important that children receive a good education and understand how to bring those skills
into the workforce to ensure career and financial
success. However, many young people do not receive
these types of opportunities and are not fully engaged
as they should be.
The Wichita public schools’ graduation rate is
75.3% – less than the national rate of 80% but
continuing to rise each year. A low graduation rate
creates long-term implications that affect our community’s economic mobility and hinders the success
of our youth.

It’s critical that the public, private and nonprofit
sectors join forces to connect young people to the
resources and skills needed to achieve financial
stability and success. That’s why Bank of America
and Urban League have partnered for many years
to provide young people in Wichita with the tools
needed to succeed.
The Urban League of Kansas Education and Youth
Empowerment programs, designed to support
academic achievement, civic involvement and the
physical and emotional development of children and
youth, celebrated a 100% graduation rate in 2014
for students who participated in the program. Bank
of America recently announced that over the next

Healthy Living

7

Are Your Clothes Killing You?

Y

ou’ve heard the saying “Pain is
beauty.” Most of us have lived
it at some point or another.
We’ve all had that one pair of jeans
that squeezed just a little too tight, or
a pair of heels that was more fashion
than function. But could these stylish
sacrifices be affecting our health? The
answer is a resounding, and surprising, YES.
Many popular clothes and accessories have come under fire recently
because of their frightening health
repercussions. Toxic dyes, fabrics that
breed fungus, and postural-damaging
shoes are just a few culprits. The
clothes may make the man, but they
can destroy him as well.

Your Clothes Are Too Tight

Ever spent a day in a humid wool
coat? Found yourself sweating through
a silk shirt? Not only are these fabrics
uncomfortable, they may also be bad
for your health. Recent studies have
shown that skin irritation (known as
dermatitis) is often caused by wool
and synthetic fabrics. Fungal overgrowth, such as athlete’s foot, has been
linked to unbreathable clothing and
shoes. This occurs because moisture
becomes trapped against your skin. As
you heat up, this becomes a breeding
ground for bacteria and fungus. Instead, opt for cotton or natural fabrics
that allow air to circulate through
them.

Your Bag is Dragging You
Down
Heavy bags are a national epidemic, affecting everyone from school

Your Shoes Are Unsupportive

You’re Dying for
Dyes
You pride yourself on taking care
of your health. You purchase organic
food, get plenty of exercise, and drink
pure water. You wouldn’t dream of
using products that contain harmful elements. But could you still be

and credit card in a small clutch.
Purchase a backpack with a waist
strap, and encourage your children to
carry only what they need.
Trends are temporary. We are
only given one body. Don’t trade in
your health for the sake of a killer
outfit. 

Waist Training Cinchers: Do They Work
•The Kardashians are
“obsessed.” Jessica Alba
claims it helped her return to her pre-baby body.
But what exactly is “waist
training,” and does it
work? More importantly,
is it safe?

F

amous sisters Kim and Khloe
have fueled plenty of interest
in waist cinching, by posting
Instagram photos of themselves
wearing waist-training devices—essentially, bands of material that wrap
tightly around the waist and lower rib
cage to provide an instantly slimming,
hourglass look.
Other celebs such as Tamar
Braxton, Ciara, Angela Simmons,
Blac Chyna and Tameka (Tiny) Harris
have all touted the beneits of waist
trainers.
Another product—a sport body
wrap made of nylon and neoprene—is
meant to be worn around the waist
during exercise, with the intention of

promoting “intense sweating.”
But do they deliver?
Not if you’re looking for anything
more than temporary results, says
Caroline Apovian, M.D., professor of
medicine at Boston University School
of Medicine.
“If you’re going out and want to
look really thin, I don’t see a problem
with wearing one of these for an
evening,” she says. In fact, wearing a waist trainer may even help
boost some women’s conidence and
encourage them to exercise and eat
healthy. “If you look in the mirror and
like what you see, it can potentially

be a good thing.”
But as for the claims that these
devices can actually reshape the body
or trigger fat loss, there’s no evidence.
“In my opinion, that is complete
nonsense,” Dr. Apovian says.
“The latex in cinchers boosts
thermal activity and increases perspiration,” says Ruben Soto, CEO and
founder of hourglassangel.com. “Like
any itness regimen, it’s best to listen
to your body’s cues, but with this irm
compression around your midsection,
your skin will sweat in your target
area.” Any weight loss will be

See CINCHER page 8

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

Oh, how we love our shoes. When
done properly, they provide support in
all the right places, giving you a solid
foundation. Unfortunately, few of us
have taken the time to find the perfect
fit, or a style that matches an outfit
without adding grief to our bodies.
Though high heels are often the first
to come to mind, flat shoes, sandals,
and shoes made out of synthetic
fabrics are equally as bad, and for
different reasons. High heels cause a
misalignment of posture that can lead
to long-term damage to your knees,
spine, and hips. Flip-flops have been
linked to foot, ankle, and knee pain.
Flat shoes often lack proper support,
and lead to gait abnormalities.
Wondering how to justify your next
shoe purchase without
damaging your body? Aim
for shoes with good arch
support, and a great fit.

children to elderly women. Is
that 20 pound purse really so
bad?
It is, if you’re concerned
about neck, shoulder, and back
pain. One of the real dangers
is that heavy shoulder bags,
purses, and handbags are often
carried over one shoulder,
which throws the body out of
balance. Your muscles on the
other side shift to try to compensate, causing discomfort
all over.
As for your child’s backpack:
that heavy book bag may not
seem like much of a problem,
but it can cause neck, shoulder, and
pack strain, as well as long-term postural damage. The solution: simplify
what you carry, and distribute weight
more evenly. Consider dumping that
5lb makeup bag, or the oversized
wallet and instead stash your lipstick

|

Wondering how
you can still
incorporate
your favorite
style without
sacrificing
your health?

Your Fabrics Don’t Breathe

putting toxic chemicals in your body
simply by throwing on your favorite
t-shirt? Chemicals such as formaldehyde (used to prevent mildew
growth and inhibit wrinkling) and
p-Phenylenediamide (found in black
clothing and leather dye) are found in
the products of 14 big-brand clothing
manufactures.
These substances, as well as others
commonly found in clothing have
been linked to mild skin irritation,
anaphylactic shock, and even cancer.
If you notice any kind of reaction to
your clothing, seek medical attention
and discontinue wear.
The good news is that more companies are embracing organic fabrics
and dyes.
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Remember life before skinny
jeans? When the shape of your legs
was a mystery? Skin-tight clothing
has been linked to many health risks,
including heartburn, testicular damage, and compartment syndrome, a
potentially
life-threatening condition in which
pressure
builds up in
constricted
muscles.
But it’s not
just jeans
that are
to blame.
Shapewear
and compression
clothing are
also linked
to nerve
damage.

Opt for fabrics with some stretch,
and if something feels too tight,
choose a different fabric or go up a
size. Remember if it doesn’t fit you,
don’t wear it.
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temporary water weight, but if you’re
prepping for an important event where
you want to dress to impress, it can help
you look your best.
Beneits and Misconceptions
While Dr Apovian, believes regularly
wearing a waist trainer can actually
decrease core strength, Brad Thomas,
M.D., an orthopedic surgeon and found-

ing partner of Beach Cities Orthopedics
and Sports Medicine, inds merit to
some of these beneits. “One beneit
that may be overlooked about waist
trainers and wraps are their ability to
help an individual activate their abdominal core muscles and inspire good
posture,” he says. “Possibly, if they are
worn a bit loose as to not completely
smash the waist but still pull in one’s
tummy, the trainers could have a lasting
beneit.” In this case, it’s not necessarily the corset that’s transforming your
body directly, but it’s simply serving as

a reminder to you to engage your core
muscles as you go about your daily
activities.
In addition, wearing a corset or other
compression garment for a long time
could give the wearer the advantage
of back support and posture control
because of the binding and cinching
effect. The boning, elastic or rubber
material of the waist cincher also gives
those who wear them added abdominal
support, which can be helpful in reminding you to sit up straight throughout the
day or not to overeat. 

Let’s Sing the Belly Fat Blues

G

etting rid of your belly bulge
is important for more than
just vanity's sake. Excess abdominal fat—particularly visceral fat,
the kind that surrounds your organs
and puffs your stomach into a "beer
gut"—is a predictor of heart disease,
type 2 diabetes, insulin resistance,
and some cancers. If diet and exercise haven't done much to reduce
your pooch, then your hormones,
your age, and other genetic factors
may be the reason why. Read on for
possible reasons why your belly fat
won't budge.
• You're getting older: As you get
older, your body changes how it gains
and loses weight. You experience

a declining metabolic rate, or the
number of calories the body needs
to function normally decreases.
The good news: you can ight this
process. Read on.
• You’re Doing the Wrong Workout:
You need to do a combination of
weights and cardiovascular training.
Strength training increases muscle
mass, which sets your body up to
burn more fat. Muscle burns more
calories than fat, and therefore
you naturally burn more calories
throughout the day. 250 minutes of
moderate-intensity exercise or 125
minutes of high-intensity exercise a
week is recommended.
• You're eating too many pro-

cessed foods: Reined grains like
white bread, crackers, and chips, as
well as reined sugars in sweetened
drinks and desserts increase inlammation in our bodies. Belly fat is associated with inlammation, so eating
too many processed foods will hinder
your ability to lose belly fat.
Are you committed to the work
needed to lose belly fat? “Reducing belly fat takes a combination
approach of a low-calorie diet that is
high in iber and low in carbohydrates
and sugar along with cardiovascular
and weight training
If you are willing to do the work,
you can move past genetics and you
can stop singing the Belly Fat Blues.

One Glass of Wine a Day Could Be Bad for You

THE COMMUNITY VOICE
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Hey, wait a minute! Haven't we been told drinking red wine is good for your heart?

T

he findings from researchers
at the University of California
go against the common belief
that moderate drinking can be good
for the heart.
Study author Dr. Gregory Marcus
said: 'Our study provides the first human evidence of why daily, long-term
alcohol consumption may lead to the
development of this very common
heart rhythm disturbance.
'We were somewhat surprised that
a relatively small amount of alcohol
was associated with a larger left atrium
and subsequent atrial fibrillation.
Researchers analyzed figures from
5,220 adults from an ongoing project.
The participants, who had an
average age of 56, underwent electrocardiograms to measure activity of
the heart. Of 17,659 scans taken over
6 years, researchers detected 1,088
cases of atrial fibrillation.
They found drinking just 10g of
alcohol had a 5% higher chance of
developing atrial fibrillation.

Researchers said the link remained even after high blood pressure, diabetes, or smoking were taken
into account.
Doug Aylard the owner of Vino
Garage in Columbia, which sells wine
says he’s heard for decades about the
health benefits of alcohol in moderation, especially red wine. “Apart from
the whole relaxing quality of it, the
alcohol tends to help thin the blood to
help the heart more,” he says.
Of the new study that counters
the earlier ones, Aylard says, “It
really doesn’t worry me. I think
it’s too small of a study. Looking
at it they really didn’t take other
conditions into consideration,
such as diet.”
Even the lead author of the
study, Dr. Gregory Marcus, says the
study cannot say that the alcohol use
is the cause of the atrial fibrillation.
He says some people may have
a genetic predisposition to it and he
would recommend that they avoid

alcohol, while others may benefit from
moderate alcohol use. The American
Heart Association defines moderate
use as one or two drinks a day for
a man and one drink per day for a
woman. 

AARP Sponsoring Renewing Retreat for Caregivers

A

•Self-assessmenttoolstodetermine the current condition of one’s
body, mind, and spirit; and
•Self-coachingtoolstoshiftthe
emotional, physical and nutritional
stressors of daily caregiving.
The retreat will also include a
nutritional care component. A new
and improved way of feeding the
body will aid in changing the way
in which self-care is managed, and
preventive care is maintained.
After the weekend, retreat
participants will receive followup support for 21-days via group
coaching sessions. The purpose
of these teleconferences is to hold
each participant accountable to
their promises and commitments
made during the retreat..
Participation in the retreat is limited to 20 people with a registration
deadline of Sept. 29. To RSVP or
for more details, contact Wakeelah
Martinez at walkeecomm@gmail.

com or call (316) 308-4185.
The retreat schedule is:
Thur., Oct. 6, 6 - 8:30 p.m. An
evening in conversation, dinner and
retreat overview.
Fri., Oct. 7 “Revelation,” 8 a.m.
- 4 p.m. 

HEALTH

ARP understands the mental and physical strain on
Caregivers and once again are
offering “Remembering Yourself: Renewal of Your Self Healing Powers”
a free retreat for caregivers, Oct. 6-8
in Wichita.
Now more than ever, the care of
homebound patients is falling on
family, versus health workers. The
emotional commitment involved in
caregiving is showing up as increase
in chronic medical issues for the
caregivers.
This retreat is designed to help
improve the spiritual, emotional and
physical health of caregivers through
a series of workshops. Three experts in the field of mental wellness,
emotional wellness and body somatics will lead the retreat.
The intensive weekend of awareness and self-care will include:
•Experientiallearningofmeditation;
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Retreat Presenters
Jennifer Harrison
Certiied Wellness Coach and
Educator
Dr. Donald Brawley,
Ph.D., Educator and
Director of Living
Meditation

Josephina Santiago,
Professional Leadership Embodiment
Coach

Interpreting Medicaid Expansion Results

S

HOME HEALTH CARE &
IN-HOME CARE OPTIONS
“Providing a Full Range of Services to
meet your Health Care needs . . .”
Let “LovingTouch” contact
your Insurance Provider for You.

(316) 269-3368 TODAY!!

Providing a full range of services including:
Care Givers
•RN’s & LPN’s FOR

1631 E 17TH ST N
Wichita, KS 67214
Phone: 316-269-3368
Fax: 316-269-2744
www.lovingtouchhhc.com

•Light Housework
•Companionship
•Shopping & Errands
•Local Transportation
•Meal Preparation
•Laundry
•Toileting
•Medication Reminders

•Medication/Special
Assessment
•Physical Therapy &
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty Nursing
•Medication Set-Up

•HHA’s for Assistance with
•Bathing
•Medication Reminders
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will be responsible for paying 5% of the the alternative expansion principles
costs for these enrollees. This share
proposed by states. The use of work
of costs is one of things that concerned
referral programs, enrollee costKansas Legislators.
sharing and health savings accounts
Many states have experienced per
have consistently been approved.
member/per month costs that were
Block grants, work requirements
close to expectations, but others have
or lock-out periods for enrollees
seen higher-than-expected costs per
who fail to meet certain cost-sharing
member.
requirements have not been allowed. 
•Higher-than-expectedenrollment
can have a significant impact
on the states’ share of costs.
Annual Insurance Update
For that reason, careful
The Kansas Health Institute has released
monitoring of enrollee charits Annual Insurance Update, which this year
acteristics, per-member costs
describes insurance coverage in the state durand enrollment numbers all
ing 2014, the irst year of full implementation
are critical for projecting
of the insurance expansion provisions of the
state budget implications.
Affordable Care Act.
Expansion alternatives.
301,926 Kansans were uninsured in 2014
Most states have expanded
(10.5%).
Of those uninsured:
Medicaid under a “tradition• 96,434 would become eligible for Medicaid
al” model as called for under
coverage if the program was expanded in
the Affordable Care Act.
Kansas as allowed by the ACA;
However, some states—most
• 50,133 are already eligible for Medicaid or
of which have Republican
CHIP but not enrolled;
leadership—have taken an
• 151,255 qualify for inancial assistance to
alternative approach, which
buy coverage on Healthcare.gov, (some of
requires approval by the
whom would qualify for Medicaid instead if the
Centers for and Medicare and
program was expanded in Kansas); and
Medicaid Services.
• 28,447 could buy coverage on the marketplace
but would not receive inancial assistance. 
CMS has approved some of
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ix years have passed since the
Affordable Care Act was implemented, and 19 states—including
Kansas—are still debating the issue of
expanding the Medicaid program. The
Kansas Health Institute has released
an issue brief entitled “Interpreting
EarlyMedicaidExpansionResults”that
explains what is known so far in states
that did expand Medicaid.
Enrollment higher than expected
EarlydatashowthatoverallMedicaid
enrollment growth is about three times
higher in states that expanded Medicaid
than in those that did not.
Of course it would be higher, but the
reasons are two-fold.
•Enrollmentmayincreaseinboth
expansion and non-expansion states as
the result of where previously eligible
people enroll because of increased
awareness of the Medicaid program,
and
•Enrollmentmayalsoincreasewhen
individuals drop private health insurance because they become eligible for
Medicaid.
State costs changing. While the
federal government has paid 100% of
the cost of newly eligible individuals
through 2016, beginning in 2017, states
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Failure?

DBE Debacle at Wichita Airport Remains Unresolved
•Part 2 -- This article follows up and provides updateted status on our cover page story Failue? Minority
Participation at he Wichita Airport” on May 5, 2016.
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

M

Failure or Fumble?
The city’s failure to take action
may foretell a much bigger problem with DBE participation on the
terminal project. After both Terazzo
USA, the other major DBE at the
airport, and Win experienced major
problems with KW, the Federal Aviation Administration began making
inquiries. The City of Wichita, in

of KW’s “purchase and Install”
subcontract with Win failed to meet
many of the Department of Transportation’s minimum standards. To
count materials used in a furnish
and install contract for DBE credit,
the DBE “must be responsible for 1.
negotiating the price, 2) determining quality and quantity, 3) ordering
the material, and [4) installing and
paying for the material itself.
After careful review, Ashby
concluded Win’s contract with KW
clearly failed to meet three of the requirements and possibly the fourth.
From the very beginning the Airport
Authority should have questioned
Win’s “furnish and install” contract
Ashby writes.
Under his contract, Win was required to buy architectural products
he was to install from EII, a company that had a previous relationship
with KW. EII set the price for the
products, determined the quality and

See AIRPORT page 16
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The U.S. Department of Transportation's Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) program provides a vehicle for increasing the participation by
Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) in state and local procurement. DOT
DBE regulations require state and local transportation agencies that receive
DOT inancial assistance, to establish goals for the participation of DBEs.
The main objectives of the DBE Program are:
•To ensure that small disadvantaged business enterprises (DBE) can compete fairly for federally funded transportation-related projects.
•To ensure that only eligible irms participate as DBEs.
To be certiied as a DBE, a irm must be a small business owned and
controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals. Certiiers
make the determinations based upon on-site visits, personal interviews,
reviews of licenses, stock ownership, equipment, bonding capacity, work
completed, resume of principal owners and inancial capacity.

an effort to get ahead of a potential
problem, hired a consultant on
contracting and compliance monitoring to conduct a review of DBE
compliance efforts on the terminal
construction project.
While the consultant’s report
fell short of accusing the parties of
fraud, it concludes, “a likely review
of the program by the FAA will show
the Wichita Airport Authority, KW
and their subcontractors EII and
WIN, failed to establish a contract
and working relationship that met
the Department of Transportation’s
DBE guidelines.”
“None of these parties (WAA, KW,
Win and EII) appear to have acted
in bad faith, but their relationships
appear not to have been structured
with the requirements of the DOT
DBE regulation sufficiently in mind,”
wrote the consultant Robert C.
Ashby, in his Feb. 11,2015 concluding report to the city.
According to Ashby, the terms

|

Understanding DOT’s DBE Program

pay its subcontractors within 30 days
of receiving payment from the City.
Kansas State law requires payment
with 7 days.
Watson and the Eubanks are frustrated with KW, but they’re equally
frustrated by the City of Wichita
and the Wichita Airport Authorities failure to intercede, since they
are aware of the situation. By law,
the City of Wichita can demand KW
either pay Win or return the money
to the WAA.
“It’s either incompetence or
indifference,” says Watson about the
City’s unwillingness to take action.
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ore than a year after
Wichita’s new airport terminal opened and record
crowds passed through the $100
million terminal, small disadvantage
business owners Cynthia and Willone
Eubanks are still waiting to enjoy s
piece of the pie.
By pie, we mean 6.5% of the total
terminal construction price; the
amount general contractors Key/
Walbridge committed to subcontract
to Disadvantaged (minority- and
women-owned) Business Enterprises. For the Eubanks, owners of
Lawrence KS-based Win Construction, their piece of the pie was a
$3.8 million contract to purchase
and install “architectural specialty”
items in the new terminal building.
However four years after securing
the contract of their dreams, the
company they built is closed, they’re
being sued and hounded by their

suppliers and Key Walbridge, the
prime contractor on the terminal
project, still hasn’t paid the company
$1.3 million their owned.
The City of Wichita has accepted
Win’s work as complete, and by late
November 2015, KW had indisputably been paid by the Wichita Airport
Authority for work Win completed
as part of the contract. Nearly a
year and half after the new terminal
opened, why hasn’t Win been paid.
That’s exactly what Atty. C. Edward
Watson, a partner with Foulston
Siefkin LLP is trying to find out. The
Eubank’s hired the firm to represent
them in lawsuits with their suppliers and to help them get the money
they’re due.
According to Watson, state law,
Federal Department of Transportation regulations, and the Wichita Airport Authority DBE manual require
prompt payment by contractors
to subcontractors. According the
Federal policies KW is required to

national
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The “Corona,” or three
stepped levels of the outside
of the museum is covered
with 3,600 bronze-colored cast
aluminum panels, These wrap
the aboveground portion of
the ive-story building on all
sides, interrupted periodically
by angled cuts that allow select
views of the monuments and the
Mall from inside the galleries

MUSEUM,
from page 2
sample menu item: fried chicken),
Creole coast (gumbo), North
(oyster pan roast) and West (beef
stew).
The third-floor community

galleries explore African-American
life in such institutions as sports,
military, schools and religion.
On the fourth floor, visitors will
find exhibits devoted to AfricanAmerican contributions to the
visual arts, music, stand-up
comedy and the stage. 
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First aFrican american to
Head tHe national library

Chief Justice John Roberts, left, administers the oath of ofice to Carla
hayden, right, as the 14th Librarian of Congress during a ceremony in the
Great hall of the Library of Congress in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 14,
2016. Hayden, a former Chicago children's librarian, is the irst woman and
African American to serve in the role. holding the bible is hayden's mother,
Colleen, house Speaker Paul Ryan of Wis. is second from left.

Carla Hayden was sworn in as the 14th Librarian of Congress,
becoming the first woman and the first African-American to lead
the national library.
Hayden, 64, was the longtime CEO of Baltimore's library system.
She was nominated last year by President Barack Obama and
confirmed by the Senate to head the Library of Congress. She will
serve a 10-year term, a change from her predecessors, for whom
the position was considered a lifetime appointment. 

Thank You gofundme

Enter Online for Festival of Praise Ticket Giveaways

I

Fred Hammond, Casey J and Comedian

Earthquake.
Entering is easy. Like us on Facebook then complete the online entry
form. We’ll regularly post the link to

Check out

A Special
Collection just for

Young Adults
on our website

Contributors

the entry form on our Facebook page -www.facebook.com/thecommunityvoice
or you can ind the form on our website
-- www.communityvoiceks.com. Only
people who like us on Facebook qualify
to win.
Each week we’ll notify the winners
by email and post their names on
Facebook.
You only need to enter once. Your
entry is good throughout the contest

5 Anoymous Donors
Sabrina Bardwell-Titelbaum
Lonnie Barnes
Aonya Barnett
Julia Beedles
Janice Bradley
Willie Brown
Jane Brynes
Collen Cain
Mavis Caroll-Emory
Lauren Cheeseborough
Mary Cole
$75,000
Pat Crawford
$70,000
Cliff Cross
Bernice Dixon
$60,000
Joyce Dixson
Kerry Dunn
Patricia Evans
$50,000
Leslie Flueranges
Dale Goter
$40,000
Elaine Guillory
Denise Harris

All Over it!
If you like what we’re
doing and want even
more...
Help us deliver even
more to the community
Donate

Donations
Just More
Than

THE Community

gofundme.com/28brbkvw

VOICE
A trusted voice from the community’s perspective

Even Better.... With Your Support!!

$4,000

$30,000

$20,000

$10,000

Juanita Hayes-Hill
Modie Holmes
Ron & Karen Holt
Diane Hoy-Webb
Averina Hughes
Dr. Donald Jackson
Dian Jackson
Robert Johnson
Zeola and Floyd Johnson
Marrine Jones
Irving Kelly
Billie Knighton
Bobbie Lee
Sandrine Lisk
Marilyn & Kemp
Lolar M&M Restaurant
Rosie Lee Love
Sherry Love
Larry McPherson
Kenneth Neely
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Nickles
Carolyn Noble

Sherman Padgett
Ellen Ray
Lisa Ritchie
Walter Sanders
Sherry Sanders-McCoy
Bob Scott
Vicki Sellers-Bias
Richard Smart
Treva Smith
Jozel Smith-Eckels
Mary Stuart
Georgaleen Thomas
Donald & Diane Toney
Djuan Wash
Evette Washington
Victor White
Sterling White
Vivien Woods
Marva Works
Geno's Bar-B-Q
Black Women Empowered
NE Optimist Club

PUBLISHER’S PAGE

f you’re ready for the Festival of
Praise Tour 2016, but just not sure
how you’re going to pay for a ticket,
then we’ve got your back. We’ll be
giving away a free ticket each week
heading up to the Oct. 16 event.
Each winner will receive one ticket
to the concert at Hartman Arena, 8151
Hartman Arena Dr. This year’s scheduled line-up will include: Donnie McClurkin, Israel Houghton, Regina Belle,

3

Our next purchase will be additional distribution
stands. Our goal is still to hire additional staff. Please
donate and help The Community Voice increase its
capacity to serve our community. You can donate online
at www.gofundmecom. Campaign name is -- Increase
Community Voice Capacity.

Bonita Gooch

OUR Lives Matter...OUR Votes Count...
JOIN US AT THE

97th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet
Sat., Oct. 8

Nov. 8, 2016
Deadline to register: Oct. 18

Speaker: Kevin Myles
Southeastern Regional Field Director at NAACP

Tickets

$65
(316) 516-4734

The Wichita Branch NAACP General Meetings
2nd Tuesday of each month
2821 E. 24th St. ● Wichita ●1-866-591-1196
(Urban Prep Building)
Mailing Address:
PO Box 8695●Wichita, KS●67208

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

Reception 6PM - Banquet 7PM
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Marriott Hotel (Kellogg & Webb)
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Wichita Branch NAACP

Out & About
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Regional Fall Concerts Offer Something for All Tastes

T

he summer may be behind us, but the fall concert and theater lineup offer
a great assortment of happenings for crisp romantic evenings out. Get out
and enjoy some of these great shows before fall evenings out turn into winter
evenings at home.
Theatre at the Midland, 8 p.m. Tickets are $25
- $65. Comedian Burress, honored as the best
Club Comic in 2012, brings his observational
comedy to KC.
Nov. 19 – Rapper Larry June in the Encore
– Uptown Theater, 9:30 p.m. Tickets just $15.
Dec. 1 – Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra w/ Wynton Marsalis and special guest
Catherine Russell, Midland Theater, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $30 - $85.
Dec. 10 – Cecile McLorin Salvant – Folly
Theater, 8 p.m. Tickets are $20 - $50. Salvant,
is a jazz vocalist whose winning wide recognition for her unique stylings, including: Down
Beat Critics Poll, Jazz Album of the Year, Female
Vocalist, Rising Star – Jazz Artist and Rising Star
– Female Vocalist in 2014.
Dec. 21 – Chrisette Michele - Arvest Bank
Theatre at the Midland, 8 p.m. Tickets are $20
- $45. After making a name for herself appearing on CDs with Kanye West, Jay-Z, and Nas, this
R&B Singer has made a name for herself as a
solo artist.
Feb. 18 – Robert Glasper – Folly Theater,
8 p.m. Tickets are $20-$50. Pianists Robert’s
eclectic sound came together to win him the
Grammy for the 2012 R&B Album of the year.
Although he’s performing as a party of the Folly’s
Jazz Series, he’s so much more.

R&B royalty come together for this concert.
Nov. 4 – The Comedy Get Down Tour
-- Chesapeake Energy Center, 8 p.m. Tickets
are $46.75 - $86.75. Tour features Cedric the
Entertainer, Eddie Griffin, D.L. Hugley, George
Lopez, and Charlie Murphy.
Nov. 5 – Toni Braxton -- Winstar Casino,
Thackerville, OK, (head south on 35 almost to
Texas) 8 p.m. Tickets are $69 - $243.
Nov. 6 – The Temptations -- Winstar Casino,
Thackerville, OK, 3 p.m. Tickets for this historic
group are $27 - $202.
Nov. 11 -- Hall and Oates - Choctaw Casino,
Durant, OK. Tickets are $135 - $341. Blueeyed Soul from this duo behind numerous hits
including “She’s Gone,” “I Can’t Go for That,”
and “Rich Girl.”
Nov. 25 -- Tyrese -- Riverwind Casino, Norman, OK, 8 p.m. The R&B Ballader will bring it
for this casino with tickets $69 - $89.

Digital scenery transforms the beloved holiday story set to the streets of New York. The
dance work celebrates love, community and
the magic of New Year’s Eve.
Special guest MC Kurtis Blow, one of hip
hop’s founding fathers, will open the show
with a short set before rapping the introduction to The Hip Hop Nutcracker.
The Hip Hop Nutcracker has been called
“a truly one-of-a-kind experience, filled with
high-powered choreography and a very modern storyline” by “ELLE” magazine, while
CBS-TV raved, “The Hip Hop Nutcracker
turns Tchaikovsky on his head, in the coolest
possible way.”
Tickets are priced at $35 Balcony and $40
Orchestra, and go on sale at 10 a.m. on Fri.,
Sept. 23. 
Dec. 16 – Charlie Wilson – Choctaw Casino,
Thackerville, OK, 8 p.m. Tickets are $90 - $336.
Uncle Charlie will sing his current hits plus many
of the hits from his days with the Gap Band.
Dec. 31 – KC and the Sunshine Band – Choctaw
Casino, Thackerville, OK, 8 p.m. Tickets are $25
- $36. Not too early to start making plans for the
New Year.
WICHITA
Nov. 16 -- Chicago and Earth Wind and
Fire – Intrust Bank Arena, 7:30 p.m. Tickets
are $48 - $151. These two historic groups bring
their Heart and Soul Tour to Wichita
Nov. 19 -- Black Violins – Orpheum Theater,
8 p.m. Tickets are $32 - $35. This duo is
equally footed in the classics and hip-hop. They
call their multi-genre sound “Classical boom.”
Dec. 20 -- Hip Hop Nutcracker -- Orpheum
Theater, 7 p.m.. Tickets are $35 -$40. 
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OKLAHOMA
A lot of the same acts appearing in KC, make before or after stops in Oklahoma, giving Kansans
even more scheduling options.
Oct. 1 -- I love the 90s Tour -- Cox Convention Center, OKC, 8 p.m. Tickets are $50 -$100.
This stop of the tour features Salt N Pepa, Vanilla
Ice, Coolio, All-4-One, and Tone Loc.
Oct. 2 – School Boy Q - Criterion, OKC, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $57 - $152.
Oct. 15 – Chaka Khan and The Ojays -Choctaw Casino, Durant OK. (It’s almost to Texas), 8 p.m. Tickets are $76 - $336. Ol’ School

T

he Hip Hop Nutcracker, a contemporary dance spectacle set to Tchaikovsky’s timeless music, is a holiday
mash-up for the entire family. Produced by
the New Jersey Performing Arts Center and
co-commissioned by United Palace of Cultural Arts, The Hip Hop Nutcracker will stop
in 23 cities during its second North American
tour. It will stop at Wichita’s Orpheum Theatre on Tues., Dec. 20, 7 p.m.
Directed and choreographed by Jennifer
Weber, The Hip Hop Nutcracker is a fulllength production performed by a supercharged cast of a dozen all-star dancers, a DJ
and a violinist. Through the spells cast by the
mysterious Drosselmeyer, Maria-Clara and
her prince travel back in time to the moment
when her parents first meet in a nightclub.
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SALINA
Dec. 3 -- -- Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra w/ Wynton Marsalis and special guest
Catherine Russell, 7:30 p.m. Stieffel Theater
Tickets are $69 - $120. In this much-anticipated annual tradition, the Jazz at Lincoln Center
Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis offers swinging and soulful performances of your favorite
holiday music.

Touring Hip Hop Nutcracker to Stop in Wichita
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KANSAS CITY AREA
Sept. 27 – Leon Bridges with Lianne La
Havas – Uptown Theater, 8 p.m. Tickets are
$49-$113 Fresh off his debut album in 2015,
retro soul singer Leon Bridges is hitting his
stride. Think Sam Cooke and Otis Reading and
you’re getting close to this hip sound.
Oct. 11 – Rae Sremmurd featuring Lil Yachty
– Arvest Bank Theatre at the Midland, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $54 -$234. The Atlanta-based rap
duo will appear with fellow ATL rapper Lil
Yachty.
Oct. 14 – Toni Braxton – Sprint Center, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $68 - $196. With her broad appeal
of R&B and adult contemporary mix, this concert is sure to attract a large crowd. In concert
with Braxton are After 7 and Ro James.
Oct. 15 – Festival of Praise Tour: Fred Hammond, Pastor Hezekiah Walker, Israel Houghton,
Regina Belle and Casey J – Music Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $41.50 - $61.50. An enormous success last year, this tour of Gospel greats is back
again this year with a slightly different line-up.
Oct. 15 – Bob James and Fourplay – Folly
Theater, 8 p.m. Tickets are $20 - $50. James, a
Grammy Award-winning smooth jazz keyboardist, will also perform as a part of Fourplay, which
is comprised of guitarist Lee Ritenour, Bassist
Nathan East and drummer Harvey Mason.
Oct. 27-28 – Love Jones the Musical– Music
Hall, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $55 - $100. Inspired
by the film Love Jones, this musical features
standouts Musiq Soulchild, Chrisette Michele,
Marsha Ambrosius, Dave Hollister, Raheem
Devaughn and Mc Lyte.
Oct. 24 – School Boy Q with Joey Bada$$
-- Arvest Bank Theatre at the Midland. Tickets
are $39.50.
Oct. 30 – Tech N9ne with special guests Krizz
Kaliko, JL, StarrZ - Arvest Bank Theatre at the
Midland. Tickets are $33. Hardcore rapper
Tech N9ne brings his “Calm Before the Storm
Tour” back to his hometown K.C.
Nov. 3 – The Price Is Right - Arvest Bank
Theatre at the Midland, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
$39.50 - $59.50 The game show you’ve loved for
decades comes to Kansas City. You don’t have to
buy a ticket to be a contestant, but everyone who
wants to be a contestant needs to arrive 3 hours
early to register. Contestants will be selected
from a random drawing. You must be 18 to be a
contestant, but the show is open to all ages.
Nov. 10 – Hannibal Buress - Arvest Bank

Myles Returning to Wichita as Freedom Fund Speaker
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Homes for Rent K

■ Variety of Wichita locations
■ Affordable
■ Fenced yards
■ Pets welcome

Call Wichita Housing &
Community Services at
462-3732. View available
properties at Wichita.govg
GovernmentgHousing &
Community Services.

■ Professional

maintenance staff
■ Washer/dryer hookups
■ Central heat/air

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

evin Myles the NAACP Southeastern Regional Field Director
will be the keynote speaker at
the 97th Annual Wichita Branch NAACP
Freedom
Fund
Banquet, to
be held Sat.,
Oct. 8, at
the Wichita
Marriott.
The evening
begins at 6
Myles
p.m. with a
reception. The banquet starts at 7 p.m.
Myles, is familiar to Wichitans.
The former Wichita Branch NAACP
President was known for his local activism, prior to being hired by the NAACP
Headquarters. In his current position,
Myles provides training, guidance, and
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munity Service Award
Attorney Robert Moody, Theo Cribbs
Political Action Award
Larry Randle, Ron Walters Civic Leadership Award
Danielle Johnson, Chester I Lewis
Distinguished Service
Wichita Black Nurses, Community/
Neighborhood/Civic Association
Capitol Federal Savings, Business of
the Year
Sheree Utash, Person of the Year
Legacy Awards will be presented to:
Dr. Eric Sexton, Dr. Arthur DeHart, Fire
Chief Ron Blackwell, Ann Garvey, and
Richard Smart.
Tickets to the dinner are $65 each.
You may also purchase ads for the
annual souvenir book. For tickets or ads
call Elaine at (316) 516-4734. 

Tallgrass Festival Plans Films
And Discussion around Race

T
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assistance to more than 600 active
NAACP chapters in Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Tennessee. During
his tenure on the National Staff, Kevin
has also served as the Mid-Western
Regional Field Director, and a term as
the Interim National Field Director.
Under his nine-year direction, the
Wichita Branch NAACP won eight National Thalheimer Awards for outstanding NAACP unit activities. Myles also
served as president of the Kansas State
Conference of the NAACP.
The list of honorees for this year’s
dinner includes:
Joel Hudson, the HN Sims Excellence
in Education Award
Pastor Cynthia Davis, Clergy of the
Year
Bob Thompson, Janett Jackson Com-

he 14th Annual Tallgrass Film
Festival is taken a different approach this year. The festival,
set to run in venues across Wichita
from Oct. 12-16 has planned a day of
Race-related ilm followed by a panel
discussion on Sat., Oct. 15. The movie
screenings and the panel will be held at
First United Methodist Church, 330 N.
Broadway.
The ilm series begins at 9 a.m. with
a showing of Maya Angelou, And Still I
Rise. This biographically documentary

is not recommended for children. At
11:15 a.m. the ilm “Time Simply Passes will screen along with 2016 movie
shorts. This move is about James
Joseph Richardson, an orange picker in
Florida who was wrongfully convicted of
murdering his seven children in 1967.
He spent 21 years in prison, until he
was released in 1989 when his conviction was overturned due to miraculous
circumstances.
The third move, “Walk With Me”
screens at 1:45 p.m. This is the story of

civil rights giant Judge Damon J. Keith
who has decided some of the most
landmark and controversial rulings of
the last 50 years, including a decision
that led to him, a federal judge, being
sued by a sitting President.
The race relations panel begins at 4
p.m. Tickets to the screening are $10
per screening. Admission to the panel
discussion is free.
For more information about other
ilms at this year’s festival go to www.
tallgrassilmfest.com. 

Community Briefs
DOWNTOWN LIVING TOUR LET’S YOU
EXPLORE CENTER CITY DWELLING
The Downtown Wichita Living Tour, on Sun. Oct. 2, from
1-5 p.m., is a free open house event designed for everyone
to enjoy. Invite your friends to check out the newest lofts in
downtown and get a sneak peek at upcoming properties.
Find out what it’s like to live surrounded by unique art, bask in
a concert played by a local band, and experience the best local shops and restaurants that Wichita has to offer – all within
walking distance of your front door.
This year’s showcase properties range from historic renovations to upscale and modern in the form of a self-guided
tour. The tour is self-paced, so you can explore two, three or
all 18 of the different living options in Downtown. Volunteers
and property representatives will be at each location to answer
any questions you may have.
For a list of the locations, go to http://downtownwichitalivingtour.com To take the tour, start at any of the locations,
where you can pick up a map of the rest. A city of Wichita

Shuttle will be running to help take you form property to
property.

STATEWIDE JOB FAIR
TO BE HELD SEPT. 27
Employers and job seekers who are looking for an opportunity to meet with the employee or start the career they have always wanted or needed will be intrigued by KANSASWORKS
upcoming job fair to be held on Tues., Sept. 27. The annual
job fair will take place in nine different locations throughout
the state, including Concordia, Emporia, Great Bend, Junction
City, Kansas City, Mulvane, Park City, Pittsburg and Topeka.
The Job Fair will give veterans an opportunity to meet with
these employers before the job fair opens to the public. The
fair will open exclusively to veterans from 2:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
and at 3 p.m. all job seekers are invited to attend.
Job seekers looking for a location nearest them, should go
to KansasCommerce.com, under the Job Seekers tab. For
more information call (877) 509-6757. 
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Wichita Calendar
SEPT. 24 Wichita Wagonmasters
Downtown Chili Cookoff has been
a Wichita tradition for 30 years.
Public tasting starts at noon. The
Cookoff is held in the 600 block of
East Douglas Street. Tasting kits can be
purchased at local QuikTrips for $5 each.
24 Family ArtVenture, Wichita Art
Museum, 1400 Museum Blvd. 3 to
10 p.m. The fun starts at 3 p.m.
with Family ArtVenture out on the
lawn with artmaking, lawn games
and a performance by duo Laughing
Matters, with juggling, mime, magic
and more. At 5 p.m., food trucks
will roll up to serve dinner – bring
your lawn chair and stay for an outdoors live concert beginning at 7 p.m.
with music by KC party band, KC Flo.
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OCT. 1 Speak Out Kansas will be
holding a Voters Registration Drive
at 2201 E 13th St. N, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. If you have not registered to

vote, drop by and get registered. The
upcoming election this November
is very important to our community
and it’s future. For information, call
our office at, (316) 440-7887.
1 Kansas Black Leadership Council Platform Convention Junction
City Opera House, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Register at Eventbrite -- FREE to
attend. See more page 6.
8 Wichita Branch NAACP 97th
Annual Freedom Fund Banquet. NAACP will host its annual
awards banquet at 7 p.m. at the
Marriott(Kellogg & Webb). See a
list of this year’s honorees page
10. Reception begins at 6 p.m.
Tickets $65. Call 1-866-591-1196 or
e-mail mzemg@sbcglobal for more
information.
8 Fall Farmers Festival, Free. 2-8
p.m. Fairmount Park, 1847 N. Yale,

food trucks, farmers market, live
music, pumpkin patch and $2 hay rides.
For more info visit ictfoodcircle.org
8 Pancake Feed sponsored by
the Kansas Black Farmers Association. The fresh sausage will be from
Pearson’s Farm and the pancake
mix will be from Nicodeumus.
Begins at 9 a.m. in the courtyard of
Clinton Hall, Wichita State University.
The cost per plate is $10 and the
guest speaker will be former KS Rep
Melody Miller. For more info contact
Mitch Pearson 1-785-550-1961
12-16 14th Annual Tallgrass Film
Festival see this issue, Page 10 and
our next issue for more details or go
to www.tallgrassfilmfest.com.
13-16 13th Annual Holiday Galleria presented by the Junior League
of Wichita. Century II Expo Hall,
225 W. Douglas. Fri. 10 a.m. - 4:30

p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Sun.
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. General admission
tickets $10. Call 303-8100 for more
information.
18 Old Cowtown 8th Annual Wine
Mosey At this fundraiser, taste a
varied assortment of red and white
wines, enjoy dinner and lime music
4-8 p.m. Old Cowtown Museum
1865 W Museum Blvd. Tickets $50
each.
18 Last day to register to vote for the
Nov. 8 elections
19 - 22 Kansas Children’s Literacy Conference and Festival.
A number of events are planned
throughout the week including
Breakfast Gala, Teacher Conference,
Writer/Illustrator Luncheon, Kite
flying event, parade and Hoops 4
Literacy. For more information go to
www.storytimevillage.org.

24 Pink Ribbon Breast Cancer
Awareness Brunch hosted by
Sistahs Can We Talk Org at 10 a.m.
at Iasis Christian Church, 1914 E
11th. The theme is Pink and Pearls.
Registration is $20 thru 9/30, $25
in advance, $30 at the door and
$10 for students. Vendor space is
available. For further information
e-mail iasisjmv@gmail.com or call
806-2280.
29 UN Banquet - Decade for People of African Descent with guest
speaker, Dr. Lisa Aubrey. Banquet
will be at the Santa Fe Trail Room,
Rhatigan Student Center, WSU
with 6 p.m. social; 7 p.m. dinner &
awards and 8 p.m. presentation and
Q& A. Reserve tickets at www.globallearningcenterwichita.org by Sept.
30 will pay $30. After Sept. 30 the
price is $35. For tickets or information call Barbara James (316) 6520076 or glc.wichita@gmail.com
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Registering to Vote in Kansas is an Ever Moving Target
How

do you register to vote in Kansas? We wish we knew. It’s a target that keeps changing and may change again as early as this week.

T

On Wednesday, a group led by the American
Civil Liberties Union requested an injunction
that would allow individuals who register to
vote on the Federal voter registration form to
be able to fully vote in Kansas without providing proof of citizenship. If granted, individuals
who register using the Federal form would be
able to vote in all races, i.e. county commission races and Kansas House and Senate races.
In a similar request ahead of the August
Primary, Shawnee County District Court Judge
Larry Hendricks approved an injunction that
allowed people who registered using the Federal form to vote in all races. With Wednesday’s hearing also in front of Hendricks, Micah
Kubic, executive director of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Kansas, is optimistic about a
favorable ruling.
“We are very confident about our chances
of winning the injunction, but it will not be
fully settled until the judge rules,” says Kubic.
“Even then, it is possible that Sec. Kobach
could appeal to a higher court.”

Voter Registration
Recommendations

New Voting Laws Suppressing Participation

V

oter Suppression is happening in many
overt and covert ways in America. While
few if any people who support these policies will call them “suppressive,” the net results
can’t be ignored.
In June 2013, the Supreme Court struck down
Article 5 of the Voting Rights Act and since then
new laws suppressing votes have popped up in
state’s across the country.

Voter ID Laws

Voter ID Matching Requirements

In a step beyond requiring voter Identiication,
Georgia’s voter registration veriication process
requires all of the letters and numbers comprising the applicant’s name, date of birth, driver’s
license number or last four digits of the Social

Restricting Voter Registration Drives
Some states have passed laws making it
dificult for volunteers to help eligible citizens register to vote. In Florida, groups and individuals
running voter registration drives must pre-register
with the state, sign an afidavit under penalty of
perjury listing all criminal penalties for any false
registration, and run each registration form over
to a county oficial within 48 hour. If they messed
up, an individual could personally face a $5,000
ine, third degree felony and up to ive years in
jail. Florida isn’t alone, in Ohio, voter registration
workers are exposed to potential felony charges
for making mistakes.

Miscellaneous Other Restrictions.
In other restrictive measures, states have
banned same-day registration (most states never
had it), eliminated laws that allowed young voters to pre-register ahead of their 18th birthday,
shortened early voting periods, and disallowed
extending polling place hours in case there were
long lines. 
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Before 2006, no state required a governmentissued photo in order to vote. Now, 30 states
have some form of voter ID requirement. The
assumption is that IDs will prevent voter fraud.
The Brennan Center for Justice states in a 2006
fact sheet that it doesn’t make sense for someone to pretend to be someone else. “Each act of
voter fraud risks ive years in prison and $10,000
ine – but yields at most one incremental vote.
The single vote is simply not worth the price.
Because voter fraud is essentially irrational, it is
not surprising that no credible evidence suggests
a voter fraud epidemic.

Security number to exactly match the same letters and numbers for the applicant in the state’s
Department of Drivers Service or Social Security
Administration databases. If even a single letter
or number, or a hyphen, space or apostrophe,
does not exactly match the database information
can reject an application to vote.

|

A ruling in the case shouldn’t take long.
However, Kubic has several suggestions for
individuals who need to register to vote in
Kansas.
•If you have easy access to the documents
required to prove citizenship (e.g. a birth
certificate or passport) register is a way that’s
convenient – online, in persons or at a voter
registration drive – and submit your proof.
•If you don’t have easy access to proof of
citizenship, register using a Federal form. You
can get the Federal form online at the Community Voice website, www.communityvoiceks.
com. Even if Judge Hendricks doesn’t approve
the injunction, you can still vote in the Federal
races. If he does approve the injunction,
you’re fully registered to vote in this election.
• If you don’t have the required proof
of citizenship, but you don’t want to wait to
hear the outcome of the court ruling, read
the article “Save Time for Kansas’ Extra Voter
Registration Steps,” in the Sept. 6, 2016 issue
of The Community Voice or online at www.
communityvoiceks.com. We have links to
all of those forms online, including the forms
necessary to get a free birth certificate to use
as proof of citizenship. 

Street corner and store front voter registration drives like this one were the norm prior to 2013, but
changes in voter registration laws in Kansas have made it more dificult to register and made drives
like this almost disappear.
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he one thing that isn’t changing is the
registration deadline, which at Oct. 18,
is rapidly approaching.
So individuals planning to participate in
the Nov. 8 elections, more than ever need a
clarification of the process.
In our Sept. 8 issue, we ran a full-page
article about, proof of citizenship rules and
how to get a free birth certificate. All of which
were/are required to vote in Kansas. You may
be able to throw that article and those proof of
citizenship rules out the door, if a Kansas judge
files an injunction against parts of Kansas’ Safe
and Fair Elections Act.
In case you missed it, the Kansas Legislature
passed the SAFE Act to “ensure that all voters
are qualified to vote and to make it more
difficult to cast an illegal vote.” The law which
took effect in January 2012, requires people
to show a valid identification when voting,
tightens the rules around advance voting
and requires individuals to provide proof of
citizenship in order to register to vote.
Group’s opposing the law have filed a number of lawsuits saying the bill amounts to little
more than voter suppression. It’s this series
of lawsuits that has the implementation of the
law, and thus what it takes to register to vote in
Kansas, up in the air just weeks ahead of the
voter registration deadline. There have been
numerous court rulings and countering policy
announcements by Kansas Secretary of State
Kris Kobach. Cumulatively, they have gotten us
to a point that individuals who register to vote
in Kansas using a Federal voter registration
application have different voting registration
rules and voting rights than individuals who
register to vote using the Kansas voter registration application. By signing the Federal form,
an individual swears they are a citizen of the
United States. With the Kansas form, swearing
isn’t enough. Individuals must submit one of
13 items approved as proof of citizenship.
Even though Kansas has been required to
accept the Federal form, Secretary Kobach
has set an administrative policy that allows
individuals who register using the Federal
form without providing proof of citizenship, to
only vote in Federal races (president, senate
and congress). Even though a court has ruled
Kobach doesn’t have the legal authority to
set up a “two-tiered” voting system, it hasn’t
stopped him.

20

Topeka Links Present 38th Annual Fierce Fashion Show

SOCIAL

T

he Topeka Chapter of Links, Inc. held their
38th Annual Fierce Fall Fashion Show on Sept.
17 at the Topeka Performing Arts Center. The
show, featuring the Vogue-Esquire Models from Chicago, is an extravagant, entertaining and top-notched
show by the only surviving African-American owned
touring runway show of major caliber in the country.
The evening began with a VIP reception and live
auction. General admission tickets also included a
recption and silent auction. The event raised money
for the Links scholarship fund. 

1
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PHOTOS:
1.The show included sexy and classy fashions.
2. The male model proves red is a color for the
well-groomed man. 3. A few members of the

2

Topeka Chapter of Links, Inc. gathered for a
photo after the show. (L-R) Andrea Austin, Linda
Jeffrey, Verna Chapman, Michele
Fleuranges-Parker, Risi Orseni,
Leslie Fleuranges, Monice Crawford and Joan Hicks. 4.Ladies,
it’s all in how the pants it. 5.Any
woman would be a hit in this 20’s
inspired ensemble. 6. Honorary
Chair Anita Wolgast, wife of the
Topeka mayor, addressed the
audience. 7. (L-R)Fredia Broaduax and Norma McGill enjoyed
the production. 8. (L-R) Renee
Anderson and Sylvia Hopper
during the pre-show reception.

3
Photos by The Community Voice
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Fourth Class of Corporate Standouts Honored

Kansas Black Republicans Host Annual Shoot

T

T

he Community Voice held
its 4th Annual Corporate
Standout reception on
Sept. 15.
The “Corporate Standouts,”
PHOTO:
The 2016 Corporate Standouts are: (L-R) Larry Randle,
Business Leader, High Wing,
Textron; Amy Williams, Senior
Manager, Spirit AeroSystems;
Trevon Houston, Value Stream
Leader, Textron; Leslie Fleuranges, Director of Upstream
Innovation and New Products,
Hill’s Pet Nutrition; Teketa Harding who accepted the award for
Lloyd Rainge, Vice-President,
Community Development
Manager, Capitol Federal; Yosief
Ghirmai, Chief Audit Executive
for Corporate Internal Audit,
Spirit AeroSystems; Taylor
Countee, IT Analyst, Koch
Industries, Inc..
Not pictured Lester Terry, Customer Service and Sales Team
Manager, T-Mobile.

are high achievers in corporate
Kansas, considered to be a role
model and contribute to their
community both professionally
and personally.
For the past four years the
Community Voice has highlighted
the achievements of standouts in
a special edition of the news-

paper.
The reception and the special
Corporate Standout section were
sponsored by Spirit AeroSystems.
For the second year, the event
was emceed by 2013 Corporate
Standout Honoree, Brian Black.
A tasty meal was catered by
Jodee B’s Catering. 
Photo by The Community Voice

he Kansas Black Republican Council held their
Seventh Annual Freedom Shoot Sat., Sept. 17 at
Ravenwood Lodge, southwest of Topeka. No,
they don’t shoot real turkeys. During this marksman
competition; participants shoot clay turkeys launched
from several shooting stops. The outing offers the
council members a great opportunity to get to know
and mix with members of the party around something
they all enjoy.
This year’s champion, Greg Bramlage hit 49 of 50
shoots. First place went to Travis Couture-Lovelady. 

1
Photos by The Community Voice

2

3

PHOTOS: 1. Kansas Black Republicans Josh and Martika Wheeler
of Atchinson enjoyed the shoot. 2.
KBR members Nancy Brunson and
Joseph Elmore help with the prize
drawings.
3. Eliehue Brunson (L) presents
champion plaque to Greg Bramlage.
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Who Are All of Those Other People on My Ballot?
Presidential elections, with their abundance of coverage get
Americans excited. Unlike off-year, or mid-term election years
as they’re officially called, when you can drive a Mac truck
through the polling place and not hit a soul, you can bet people
will be lined up to vote for the next president of the United
States. Now, past the president, who are the other people on
your ballot and why do they matter.

Y

ou’re not alone if you get to the
last couple of screens on your
ballot and you’re absolutely
clueless about who to vote for, what the
positions are and why their election
even matters. Like many voters, you
think the presidential race is what really matters, and it does. But, the other
races matter as much or even more.
The individuals in the other races
make laws and decisions that impact us
closest to home. City Council members make decisions about our police
force – that’s why Wichita police have
body cameras while other cities don’t.
County Commissioners set our
property tax rates, the County sheriff
controls the operation of the jail, just
to name a few.
Let’s look at the positions beyond the
president that you’ll have an opportunity to vote on and why they matter.
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Federal Offices
U.S. Senator In case you don’t
remember from your high school
government class, each state has two
U.S. Senators and they’re elected to six
year terms. Approximately one-third of
the total membership of the Senate is
elected every two year.
The U.S. Senate proposes and considers new laws, approves or rejects

presidential nominations, provides
advice and consent on international
treaties, and serves as the high court
for impeachment trials. Although the
U.S. House of Representatives also
works on new legislation, only the Senate performs the other three duties.
Current Kansas Senators are Pat
Roberts, who was first elected in
1996 and Jerry Moran, who was first
elected in 2010. Both are Republicans.
This year, Senator Moran is up for
election.
He is being opposed by Patrick
Wiesner, a Democrat, and Robert
Garrard, a Libertarian. Wiesner, 60 is
an attorney and a CPA who has run for
office several times before. He prides
himself on being a fiscal conservative.
However, with the benefit of incumbency and an “R” beside his name, Moran
will be hard to beat.
U.S. Congressman Back to your
government lesson. Also referred to as
a the House of Representatives, each
congressman or woman is elected to a
two-year term and serve the people of a
specific congressional district.
That means every two-years the
entire membership of Congress is up
for re-election. The short term doesn’t
give a good congressman much time to

Kansas Congressional District Map

3

1

2
4

get things done, but it gives the voters
a chance to get rid of a bad congressperson in a hurry. Among other duties,
representatives introduce bills and
resolutions, offer amendments and
serve on committees.
The number of U.S. Representatives a state has is based on the state’s
population. Kansas, one of the least
populous states, has four representatives. Compare that to California with
53; Texas with 36 and New York with
27. Four isn’t as bad as it seems when
you find seven states (Delaware, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, Montana, Alaska and Wyoming) have only
one representative.
Current Kansas House members are:
Tim Huelskamp, a District 1
Republican was first elected in 2010.
The 1st district, is often referred to as
the “Big 1” because it covers nearly
2/3 of the geographic area of Kansas.
The district is so large because it encompasses most of very rural western
Kansas with a very sparse population.
Huelskamp lost his bid for reelection in a nasty contest that was made
even worse by piles of outside Political
Action Committee money. The winner of the Republication primary
Dr. Roger Marshall is pretty much
guaranteed the seat since he doesn’t
have any opposition in the general
election.
Lynn Jenkins, District 2 Republican was first elected in 2008. She is
being opposed by Democrat Britani
Potter and Libertarian James Bales.
The second district covers most of
eastern Kansas except the Kansas
City area.
Kevin Yoder, District 3 Republican was first elected in 2010.

District 3 is composed of Johnson,
Wyandotte and parts of Miami Counties.
Yoder may have his work cut out for
him this election. Based on primary
voting, Republicans in the District are
in an “out with the old” mode.
His Democratic opponent Jay Sidie,
is well funded and organized. Besides,
it hasn’t been that long since District 3
was represented by a Democrat. Steven
Hohe a Libertarian is also in this race.
Mike Pompeo, District 4 Republican was first elected in 2010. The 4th
District includes Sedgwick County and
most of south central Kansas. Pompeo
has three opponents: Daniel Giroux,
Democrat; Gordon Bakken, Libertarian
and Miranda Allen, Independent.
Giroux, a Wichita attorney has the
polish and charm to give Pompeo a run
for his money, but with so many people
in the race, it will be hard for him to
win. Miranda Allen, who made her way
onto the ballot through a petition effort,
has a lot of grassroots support.

Kansas Executive
The Kansas executive branch is
charged predominately with implementing and administering the public
policy enacted and funded by the
legislative branch. In Kansas, there
are six elected statewide officers
including the governor, lieutenant
governor, secretary of state, attorney
general, state treasurer and insurance
commissioner. None of Since all of the
Kansas Executives were elected during
the 2014 mid-term election, they will
not be up for reelection until 2018.
Because these races are always
during non-presidential election years
when voter turn out is low, a smaller
number of citizens end up making

a decision about who makes very
important decisions about our state.
That’s why it’s important to show up
and vote during these mid-term as well
as presidential elections.
Governor/Lieutenant Governor
The governor is the head executive of
the state. As the state’s CEO, he/she
is responsible for the enforcement of
the laws of the state. The governor’s
official duties include signing bills into
law, serving as commander-in-chief of
the state’s National Guard and militia
forces, convening special sessions of
the state legislature, delivering a “state
of the state” address to citizens, and
appointment people to various judicial
and state offices.
The official duties of Lieutenant
governor are few. According to Kansas
statutes, “the lieutenant governor shall
assist the governor.” The big roll of
the LG is lady or man in waiting, as in
waiting for the governor to die or to
become disabled. In that case, the LG
would step in to serve.
We addressed the two together,
because in Kansas, they run together
as a team. When you vote for the Governor, you’re also voting for the LG. In
Kansas both the Governor and the LG
are limited to two consecutive four year
terms in office.
Since both Kansas Governor Sam
Brownback and Lt. Gov. Jeff Colyer
were elected to their second four-year
term in 2014, they will not be able to
run for reelection in 2018.
Attorney General The attorney
general is the chief legal advisor to
state officials. The attorney general
provides formal legal opinions to the
state’s governor and other appointed or

WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE: Pictured above (L-R) Congresswoman Lynn Jenkins, KS Rep John Alcala,
Congressional Candidate Dan Giroux, KS Rep Ponka-We Victors, KS Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau, Sedgwick County
Commissioner Tim Norton, and KS Sen. David Haley. Depending on where you live, they’re on the ballot.

22

Gooch Celebrates 93 By Flying and Visiting His Former Business Site
By Glen Sharp
Guest Contributor
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FACES

A

s U.L. “Rip” Gooch stood on
the gravel floor of the old metal
Quonset building, it was hard to
believe the setting was where he built
a million-dollar aviation business.
“We opened Aero Services here in
1959,” said Gooch, a retired Kansas
state senator and member of the African American Aviation Hall of Fame.
“I did charter flights, flying lessons
and sold used aircraft. Three years
later, we became a Mooney dealership.”
Gooch visited the Quonset building
last week as part of celebrating his
93rd birthday. The building is big
enough to hold a small plane, and
now appears to be used for storage
and repairs at Textron Airfield, on
Textron’s Beechcraft campus near
Greenwich Road and Central Avenue.
The building adjoins the control
tower, the Textron Aviation Employees’ Flying Club, and some additional
plane hangars.
“There were doors on it that we

never closed because they were tough
to deal with, and someone else must
have come to the same conclusion
because they’re all gone now,” Gooch
said. “We built an office on the south
side, but it’s gone. Our hangar on the
north side is there, and some others
and the tower have been added.”
“The brothers Gene and Herb Rawdon owned the field for a long time,”
he said. “They built the Rawdon T-1
trainer here, but they didn’t win the
government contract to make it for
the military. By 1959, the Rawdons
were neglecting the airport in favor
of customizing and the grass airfield
was only mowed when a flight was
scheduled. Gooch, at that time a local
freelance pilot and quality control
inspector at Boeing, became aware
of this while researching locations to
open his own business.
“I watched people get hired and
promoted around me at Boeing,” he
said. “When I asked about it, they
told me I was the only black in quality
control and I should be happy with
that. Well, I wasn’t.”
In that era, during the boom times

following World War II, general aviaBut, as the Vietnam
tion was a popular pursuit for regular War raged and the
people around the country, not just
Civil Rights movement
the wealthy. In Wichita, where aircraft prompted interest
makers formed the backbone of the
in minority busilocal economy, many people took
nesses, the government
flying lessons and pooled money with
awarded contracts to
friends to buy small planes.
Gooch’s Aero Services
With the backing of a few investors, to transport confidenall of whom had taken flying lessons
tial documents by air
from him, Gooch leased the airport
taxi, test experimental
from the Rawdons and became the
aircraft instruments,
first African American to head a fixed
and overhaul rotor
base operation in the Air Capital. His
hubs for Bell helicopcompany Aero Services became a cer- ters. The machining
tified dealer of new Mooney planes in
setup for the rotor
the hometown of the kings of personal hubs occupied the hanaircraft, Cessna and Beech. And the
gar on the north side of
Beech factory was across the street.
the Quonset building.
“The original Mooneys are well
Gooch closed
regarded, but the [Texas-based]
operations in 1976
company has bankrupted and
following the loss of the
changed hands many times,” Gooch
government contracts
said. “By the mid-1960s, I was selling after Vietnam fell, and
more than a million dollars’ worth
the sale of the airfield
of Mooneys every year. Then, general
after the death of Herb
aviation declined sharply by 1969.
Rawdon.
Photos: Rip Gooch celebrated his 93rd birthday with a
Mooney bankrupted, and we were
trip to the site of his history-making business and by doSee
GOOCH
page23
scraping by.”
ing what he loves most, lying a plane.
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KANSAS APPLESEED

ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH, SOUTHEAST CAMPUS
(856 S. GREEN ST. | WICHITA)

KANSAS BLACK
LEADERSHIP
COUNCIL

Moderated by Mark McCormick, Kansas
African American Museum
LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS OF WICHITAMETRO

Come hear Sedgwick County’s candidates for the Kansas
Legislature share their views on the criminal justice
system. All Sedgwick County candidates have been
invited.
Learn more at

TEAM ST. MARK
PRISON MINISTRY
GROUP

www.smartjusticekansas.org

From the protests, to the polls, to policy.


Be a Part of the important
2nd Annual Platform Convention
The Kansas Black Leadership Council believes the
position of the state’s African-American community must be clearly communicated on issues that
impact our community.

•

Sat. Oct. 1
9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

We’ll ADOPT OUR 2017 PLATFORM
so the uniied position of Black Kansans
can be clearly heard.

Junction City Opera House
Free to Attend

This year is more IMPORTANT than ever ahead of
the NOVEMBER ELECTIONS . Vote November 8!

Convention begins
at 10 a.m.
Registration is Free
$10 for lunch

YES, YOU’RE A LEADER... if you’re willing to voice
and take action to stregthen your community.

Informed presenters will provide information on
identiied issues and answer questions.
2015 Convention brought together more than
100 LEADERS from across the state.

$10 for membership
in the KBLC
$50 organization
membership
Only KBLC members will
be allowed to vote on
the platform.

Learn more about the Kansas Black Leadership Council at www.kansasblc.com

Register for the convention online at www.eventbrite.com
RSVP no later than Sept. 26 if you want a lunch.
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Registration starts at
9:30 a.m.

|

OUR ISSUES AND CONCERNS MUST BE
BROUGHT TO THE FOREFRONT -- JOIN US!
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elected state officials on constitutional
monies from bond sales, and other seelected to four year terms and 125
or legal matters. Some of the legal arcurities and collateral and provides for Representatives elected to two year
eas where the attorney general protects the safe and efficient operation of state
terms. That means Representatives
the interest of the state and its citizens
government through effective banking,
must run to maintain their seat during
are in the areas of consumer fraud and investments and cash management.
every election. All of the Senators are
protection, energy and utility company
Kansas’ Treasurer Ron Estes, a
up for election the same year, instead
regulation, environmental protection,
Republican, aggressively pushes the
of half during one election and another
internet regulation, and telecommunistate’s 529 education savings accounts
half during the next election. With that
cations.
that allows people to take advantage of
kind of rotation, every other election
Some areas where citizens might
federal and state tax deductions while
– and it coincides with the presidential
see the direct benefit of the attorney
saving for a person they specify’s future election – every member of the Kansas
general’s office would be in protechigher education expenses. Estes also
legislature is up for reelection.
tion from consumer fraud and illegal
administers the Kansas Housing Loan
That’s the case this year and a lot of
or misleading trade practices. Other
Deposit Program that provides qualivoters are hoping for a change in the
common complaints include unfair
fied builders and developers in Kansas
legislative body. During the past two
mortgage foreclosure practices, illegal
access to $60 million in low interest
election cycles, a controlling majority
e-mail advertising, and home repair
loans to finance housing developments. of the Kansas Legislature has become
and remodeling contractors that fail
ultra conservative. Moderate RepubInsurance Commissioner The
to complete jobs despite being paid in
Kansas Insurance Commissioner serves licans and Democrats have attempted
advance.
to thwart the conservative movement,
as the head of the Kansas DepartKansas’ current Attorney General is
but haven’t had the numbers to win
ment of Insurance, which regulates
Derek Schmidt, a Republican. He
on many issues. They’re hoping this
and reviews insurance companies
was first elected in 2010.
election, they’ll be able to get enough
for financial solvency and regulatory
moderates and Democrats elected to
Secretary of State At the state
compliance, educates consumers and
be able to build a coalition that can
level, the Secretary of State is the chief
helps license agents selling insurance
control the house and Senate.
record keeper for a wide range of doc- products in the state. The current
There is a good possibility for the
uments and also serves as the state’s
insurance commission Ken Selzer, a
coalition
to work in the House, but it
chief elections officer. As the state’s
Republican, was first elected in 2014.
seems
almost
impossible in the Senate.
record keeper the Secretary of State
He succeeded Sandy Prager, who
The
conservative
majority has been
keeps records and state document
retired in 2014 after three terms.
responsible
for
passing
bills like open
including the state constitution, legisla- Legislative Branch
carry (gun) laws, requirements for
tive acts, and executive orders. For
The legislative branch of government proof of citizens to register to vote, and
civil records, the SOS is responsible
is responsible for enacting the laws of
a taxing system that’s given income tax
for keeping up with birth certificates,
the state, setting the budget to operate
cuts to corporations over individuals.
marriage certificates, and adoption and the government and establishing the
divorce decrees.
source of income to pay for the associ- Judicial Branch
Kansas Secretary of State Kris
The third branch in balancing the
ated expenses.
Kobach, a Republican, is most wellKansas’
political power is the judicial
Kansas, similar to the Fedknown for his role as the state’s chief
branch. The courts/judges are responeral Government is divided into two
elections officer. Kobach has pushed
sible for interpreting the constitution
houses – the Senate and the House of
for and helped get passed in Kansas
Representatives. There are 40 Senators and laws and applying their intersome of the most restrictive voting
pretations to controversies brought
requirements of any state
before it. In the three armed
in America.
format of Kansas and Federal
In addition to voter
government, the persons
Identification requirecharged with the exercise of
ments, Kansas is just
one power may not exercise
one of three states that
either of the others, but that
requires individuals to
separation of power is under
provide proof of citizenattack in Kansas by the curship to register to vote.
rent Legislative majority and
While most SOS take the
Executive branches aren’t too
position of encourage votpleased with recent Judicial
ing participation, Kansas’
rulings on school funding
SOS takes a rather oppoand a ruling that overturned
site position, making the
the death sentences of conmasses do more to make
victed killers Jonathan and
sure the few fraudalent
Reginald Carr.
people are caught.
Because of these rulings,
Like the Federal government, Kansas’ power is divided bethe
judicial retention elections
State Treasurer The
tween three branches, the Executive, Legislative and Judicial
are
a big issue this year, with
branches.
Legislation
threatening
the
seperation
of
power
State Treasurer of Kansas
was introduced during the 2016 Legislative Session and
millions
of dollars expected
is the chief custodian of
moves are being made to unseat judges that don’t support
Kansas’ cash deposits,
See BALLOT page 13
Kansas’ conservative ideology.

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

| SEPT. 22, 2016

24

Calendar •
Page 18

THE Community

VOICE

Obituaries•
Page 21
News To Use •
Page 23

A trusted voice from the community’s perspective

Volume 23 Number 18 www.communityvoiceks.com

17

Fall Concert Calendar
Local and Out of Town

sept 22, 2016

20

Fall Fashions: Vogue Models
and Links Bring it

Besides Hillary & Donald

Who Are Those People On Your Ballot?
Wichita

Myles to
Return
Will Keynote
NAACP Banquet

10

Health

Regional

Waist
Training
Cinchers

Wichita
Airport

Do They Work?

7

DBE Debacle
Unresolved

17

Change Service Requested
The Commmunity Voice
P.O. Box 20804
Wichita, KS 67208

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
WICHITA KS
PERMIT NO. 560

