
Octogenarian Life of Line Dancing Class 
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H
abitat for Humanity continues to 
Rock the Blocks just southeast 
of 13th and Grove with the latest 

new home built for the Sisk Family with 
the help of 500 Koch volunteers and 
the use of numerous Koch company 
products.  

Jennifer Sisk was handed the keys 

to her new 3-bedroom home on July 
13 during a brief dedication ceremony 
and community barbecue sponsored 
by Koch.  

“She said she missed having neigh-
borhood barbecues,” said Meridth 
Olson, Vice President of Public Affairs, 
Koch Industries.   So for the dedication 

ceremony, Koch employees rolled in a 
grill and cooked hamburgers and hot 
dogs for Sisk and her children, volun-
teers, the community and the press.  

The Sisk home is the 17th new home 
built in the Rock the Block program 
that’s transforming the 

A. Price Woodard Neighborhood.  
The popular Habi-
tat for Humanity 
Program finances 
the homes at 0% 
interest and works 
with families who 
have less than 
stellar credit.  

Participants must have the ability to 
repay the loan, have a need for housing 
and be willing to partner with Habitat.  
Potential homeowners participate in fi-
nancial education and homeownership 
classes, must save money to cover the 
closing costs and put 250-400 hours of 
“sweat equity” into their home.

Jennifer Sisk, a home health nurse, 
said she first learned about Habitat 
Homes when she was assigned to work 
with a patient who lived in a Habitat 
Home.  

“I figured they (Habitat Homes) 
were throw up homes,” said Siske.  
Instead, she was impressed with the 

quality of what she found.  With the ho-
meowner’s encouragement she applied 
for and was accepted into the Habitat 
program in Oct. 2015.  

The Sisk home, built with the sup-
port of more than 500 Koch volunteers, 
was constructed using many  Koch 
Company products.  Siske was able to 
select her flooring from the line of easy 
maintenance vinyl flooring and high 
performance carpeting  manufactured 
by Koch company Invista.  Georgia-Pa-
cific, another Koch company, provided 
the wide variety of gypsum board 
needed during construction.  Low-E 
glass provided by Koch’s Guardian 

Industries will help reduce energy 
costs for the family for years to come.  
A few other Koch company products 
included in the build were lawn fertil-
izer provided by Koch’s Agronomic 
Services and an alarm system with 
free monitoring provided by Koch’s 
Protection One.  

The Siske home is the eighth home 
Koch has built in partnership with 
Wichita Habitat for Humanity.  

To learn more about owning your 
own Habitat for Humanities Home, go 
online to www.wichitahabitat.org or 
call (316) 269-0755.

E
ighty-year-old Inez Pitts is the life 
of the line dancing clas at the 
Northeast Senior Center.  When 

the group meets every other Wednesday, 
you can bet Pitts will be there busting 
a move.  

 A native of New Orleans, LA, music 
has always been a part of her life.  

“My dad and brothers all played 
several musical instruments and had a 
band, so we were a musical family.  I 
got to know the rhythm of the music.  

At age 12, her family which consisted 
of 12 children relocated to Detroit.  In 
Detroit, she was introduced to basket-
ball, modeling and dance.  She learned 
all forms of dancing including the waltz 
and square dancing at a neighborhood 
recreation center and even considered 
making dancing a career.  

However, Inez met and married 

Floyd Pitts and the couple moved to 
Wichita with their two kids more than 
60 years ago.  Floyd worked for Boeing 
and the couple only planned to stay in 
Wichita for a few years before moving 
to California where one of her sisters 
lived.  However, children and life got in 
the way.  

The couple settled in and were active 
members of St. Peter Claver Catholic 
Church before switching to Holy Savior 
Church which was closer to their home.  
When they joined Holy Savior, they were 
one of just a handful of African-Ameri-
can members.  

Eventually the couple would have 
seven children.   Today the young-
est, Carmen, is 45.  Since Floyd didn’t 
dance, Inez’s love for dancing was put 
on hold.  She says the only time she’d 
get to dance was when she returned to 
Detroit or New Orleans for family gath-
erings.  Now she’s making up for years 
of lost dancing, exercising and keeping 

healthy.  Besides, the active octogenar-
ian loves to get out and do things.  

Her advice to other seniors is, “come 
and do what you can and enjoy yourself.  
Get out of the house and exercise,” says 
Inez.  “You don’t have to dance to every 
song, just do what you can.”

Sisk Family Moves into Koch Habitat for Humanity Home

By Parlene Warren 
Guest Columnist

Senior

FocuS

Every senior 
has a story! 

Recommend a 

senior who’s 

story we can 

share with our 

readers.  

Submit their name 

online at:

www.communityvoiceks.com

(Click on submissions, then news)



Jennifer Sisk (front left) receives a welcome to the neighborhood basket from  Debra Jackson, as her 
daughters, Vice mayor Lavonta Williams and friends look on.   the  three-bedroom home is located in 
the Rock your Block revitalization area, just southeast of 13th and Grove..  
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Police/Community Makes National News 

PhoToS:
1. Police Chief Gordon Ramsay spent 
about 55 minutes take hard hitting 
questions from the audience.
2. The dancing cop Amos moses has 
become an international celebrity 
and helped bring attention to 
Wichita’s effort to build community 
and police relationships. 
3. The nearly 1500 people 
who attended the event were 
a diverse group. 
4. Councilwoman lavonta 
Williams with her police 
oficer son Darren Williams.  
5. Police Captain Wanda 
Givens was among the more 
than 150 law enforcement 
oficers who attended the 
event.  
6.  Community member leon 
Wells takes to visit with 
police oficers.  
6. Deputy Chief Hassan 
Ramzah and Sheriff jeff 
easter are all smiles.  on 
monday, 
Ramzah 
announced 
his retirement 
from the 
Wichita Police 
Department. 
7. A number 
of community 
pastors were 
in attendance 
including 
lamont holder, 
Calvary Baptist 
Church, and 
earl Burkhalter, 

Strangers Rest Baptist Church.  
9  Even the Fire Department was on 
hand.  Fire Chief Blackwell visits with 
Darrell Garrett who is taking courses 
to qualify as a ire ighter. 
10.  jay mclaurian with the Sedgwick 
County Sheriff’s Ofice visits with 
members of the community.  

1 2

3 4

5 6 7

8 109

Photos by Bonita Gooch

T
hanks to a video, and a unique, 
progressive concept, Wichita made 
national/international news last 

week for a job well done.  While too many 
Black Lives Matter confrontations across 
the country have led to negative interac-
tions between citizens and the police, 
Wichita’s peaceful Black Lives Matter 
Protest lead to a picnic in the park where 
police officers and community citizens 
interacted, relaxed and got to know each 
other.  

Volunteers served hamburgers and 
hotdogs, while some officers played 
basketball with neighborhood youth, and 
some officers joined in the dancing.  It 
was the video of Officer Amos Moses, 
posted online that drew a lot of attention 
to the event.  Even USA Today picked up 
the story.  

Besides positive news about the com-
munity, here are few things that Chief 

Ramsay shared with the community.  
The event was billed as “First Steps” 

Picnic and Ramsay indicated he wants to 
have more interactions to improve com-
munity and police relations.

He talked about the desire to hire 
people with a little more experiences in 
life.  Hiring the right people, he 
said, is important to improving the 
department.  

He’s informed officers they 
don’t always have to enforce to 
the “letter” of the law versus the 
“spirit” of the law, if it can “help 
prevent someone from being 
jammed up in the system.” His 
goal is to keep people out of the 
court system for minor violations.  

He’s agreed to support a bill 
that would appoint a special 
prosecutor to investigate police 
involved shootings.  This would 

take the investigations out of the hand of 
the District Attorney’s Office with whom 
officers have a close working relationship.  
This change would have to be approved 
by the state legislature, but Ramsay has 
agreed to support it, even with the as-
sociation of Chief’s of Police.  

• Chief Ramsay reveals more about his approach and supports change.  



Traffic Stops: A Disproportionate Source of Problems Says BLM
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Black Lives Matter

T
he call for Black Lives Matter has rubbed 
many the wrong way.  Former New York 
Mayor Rudy Guiliani, called the call for 

Black Lives Matter, “Inherently racist.”  
“All Lives Matter,” declared Guiliani on Fox 

News, after listing a litany of races that “Mat-
ter.”  

BLM participants aren’t saying Black lives 
matter more than anyone else’s.  It’s saying 
Black Lives Matter “too” or that Black Lives 
“Should” Matter, but the way that the justice 
system, media and police have been operating, 
suggests that Black Lives Don’t Matter.  

“In each of these situations, Black people 
are devalued in ways that other groups don’t 
necessarily experience,” says Comedian Franch-
esca Ramsey, on her MTV Podcast “Decoded.”  
“Black Lives Matter is just trying to make sure 
people don’t overlook those differences, and 
how they acutely impact Black people’s lives. 

“Using the sound logic of the “All Lives Mat-
ter” argument we should also shut down the 
divisive insidiousness of Breast Cancer walks 
because they ignore prostate cancer and leuke-
mia. All cancers matter, right?” writes Michael 
Marriot, host of The Black One podcast.  

T
his is a favorite “go to” of conservative 
pundits.  For example, after former New 
York Mayor Rudy Guiliani, called Black 

Lives Matter “inherently racist.” He moved 
quickly to what he identified as the “bigger 
issue,” that a Black kid gets killed every 14 
hours in Chicago.

“Let’s be clear: there is no such thing as 
Black-On-Black Crime,” wrote Michael Har-
riot, host of The Black One podcast.   Accord-
ing to the FBI's 2014 Uniform Crime Reports, 
close to 90% of African-American homicides 
were committed by other African Americans. 
Meanwhile 82% of White American homicide 
victims were killed by other White people.

Almost all victims of violent crime are victim-
ized by someone they know, with White people 
hurting White people and Black people com-
mitting crimes against Black people.  “However 
when White men shoot up movie theaters or 
college campuses, it is never categorized as 
“White-on-white” crime,” wrote Harriot.  

The question – what about Black-on-Black 
crime -- seems to indicate Black people don’t 
care about or aren’t doing anything to address 

crime in the community.  The phrase “Stop 
the violence” is a much older and until re-
cently was a more often used phrase in African 
American communities than “Black Lives Mat-
ter.” It has endured since the 80’s urging Black 
people to stop committing violent acts against 
their brothers.  

According to numerous organizations and 
polling, Black people care just as much about 
crime within their communities as they do about 
addressing a discriminatory criminal justice 
system that targets them.

"Black Lives Matter isn’t just about the loss of 
life, which is always terrible" says Franchescha 
Ramsey  of MTV’s Decoded.  It’s about the lack of 
consequences when Black lives are taken at the 
hands of police."

Besides, Ramsey aptly notes, the myth of 
"Black-on-Black crime" deflects from the fact 
that police brutality and crime within Black com-
munities both derive from structural inequalities.

"The reality is that because of a history of insti-
tutional racism, Black communities have higher 
poverty rates, suffer from poorly funded schools, 
and are more likely to be targeted by police."

T
raffic stops are how most citizens interact 
with law enforcement, and they tend to 
shape 

their percep-
tions of the 
police. These 
stops rarely 
turn violent, but 
even peaceful 
encounters can 
lead to fines, 
searches, ar-
rests and days 
of sitting in 
courtrooms that disproportionately affect poorer 
citizens.

The routine nature of traffic stops belies their 
importance in police/citizen relations.  While 
violence is rare, routine traffic stops more fre-
quently lead to searches, arrests and the opening 
of a trapdoor into the criminal justice system 
that can have a lifelong impact, especially for 
those without the financial or other resources to 
negotiate it. 

Since Ferguson erupted in protests in summer 
2014, three of the deaths of African-Americans 
that have riled the nation occurred after drivers 
were pulled over for minor traffic infractions: a 
broken brake light, a missing front license plate 
and failure to signal a lane change.  

As an example, in a 13-year span, Philando 
Castile was pulled over by the police in the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul region at least 49 times, an 
average of about once every three months, often 
for minor infractions.

Mr. Castile’s encounters with law enforce-
ment began when he was a teenager but 

never went beyond 
traffic infractions 
or misdemeanor 
charges of marijuana 
possession, which 
were dismissed. In 
his first six years as 
a driver, Mr. Castile 
received nearly two 
dozen tickets, mostly 
for driving without 
insurance or with a 

suspended license. He managed to keep getting 
his license reinstated until late 2007, when it 
was revoked for a lack of insurance.

Maria Mitchell, an assistant public defender 
in the county that includes Minneapolis, said Mr. 
Castile was typical of low-income drivers who 
lose their licenses, then become overwhelmed 
by snowballing fines and fees. “Clients just start 
to feel hopeless,” she said. “Kind of like when 
your credit gets out of control.”

St. Paul, like most cities in Kansas, has limited 
public transportation, activists said, and Mr. 
Castile’s car allowed him to reach his job with 
the St. Paul school district.

Mr. Castile’s sister Allysza said her 
brother’s love of wide-bodied, older-
model cars, like the 1997 Oldsmobile he 
bought for $275 and was driving when 
he was shot, attracted police officers’ 
attention.

Ms. Castile was pulled over three times 

A
t the First Steps Picnic in mcAdams Park, there was a lot 
of talk about the lack of respect shown to Wichitans by 
Wichita Police Oficers.  When KS Sen. Oletha Faust-

Goudeau, was given a turn at the microphone, she noted how 
respectful troopers with the Kansas Highway Patrol are.  “When 
they come up to your car, the irst thing they say is, “the reason 
I pulled you over is….,” said Faust-Goudeau.  It’s an approach 
she felt starts the interaction off on a much better term than, “let 
me see your driver’s license, registration and proof of insur-
ance.”   Chief Gordon Ramsay and those in attendance seemed 
to think it was a good idea.  

If Black Lives Matter, What 
About Black-on-Black Crime?

IDEA: Duplicate Trooper’s Courtesy

when she borrowed his car, she said, because 
“those are mostly stereotyped as drug dealer-
type cars.”

Police officials point to higher crime in 
African-American neighborhoods as a reason 
for their more aggressive patrol.  Pulling over 
drivers, is a standard and effective form of pro-
active policing, said many police officials.

“The way we accomplish our job is through 
contact, and one of the more common tools we 
have is stopping cars,” Greensboro, N.C. police 

chief, Wayne Scott, who is white, told the New 
York Times.  

But increasingly, criminologists and even 
some police chiefs argue that such tactics 
needlessly alienate law-abiding citizens and 
undermine trust in the police. Ronald L. Davis, a 
former California police chief who now runs the 
Justice Department’s Office of Community Ori-
ented Policing Services, questions whether there 
are any benefits to intensive traffic enforcement 
in high-crime neighborhoods.

Black Lives Matter - Vs -- All Lives Matter  

52% -Vs- 8%  
Of Republicans Of Democrats  Oppose Black Lives Matter  

Large Partisan Divide 
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home the Gold overall, ending Douglas’ dream 
of a repeat.  

On the men’s team, Donnell John Orozco 
made the team but withdrew days later after in-
juring his left knee on a horizontal bar dismount 
at the men’s training camp.  He was diagnosed 
with a torn ACL and meniscus, the repeat of an 
October 2012 injury.    This would have been 
Orozco’s second Olympics.  

After finishing fifth in the Olympic trials Don-
nell Whittenburg,21, was not selected for the 
five-man team.  Instead, he was picked as one 
of three “replacement athletes” or alternates.  
Alternate Dannell Leyva was been named to 
replace Orozco.  

“I’m planning to keep training for 2020, so 
I’m not going to stay out of it yet,” Whittenburg 
said. “Just going to keep going and see what 
happens.”

Rugby
Meet Carlin Isles, a.k.a. the Fastest Man in 

Rugby, is going to Rio to play rugby as the sport 
returns to the Games after 92 years.  Isles, 26, 
has been making his mark in the sport since 
transitioning from track and field to rugby in 
2012.  Isles continued to train in track leading 
up to the Olympic Trials and competed in the U.S. 
Indoor Track & Field Championships, finishing 
in 5th place in the 60-meter dash with a time of 
6.67. His top season mark of 10.15 in the men's 
100-meter dash would have allowed him to take 
part in the U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials, but 
he chose instead to focus on Rugby Sevens.

Rugby Sevens is described by organizers as a 
faster version of the traditional sport, with fewer 
athletes on the field at a time -- seven for each 
side instead of 15. 

Boxing 
Claressa Shields is by far the star of the U.S. 

Women’s Boxing Team.  At age 17, Shields was 
the first woman to win a gold medal in boxing 
at the 2012 London games.  The Middleweight 
returns to the Olympics, as the reigning AIBA 
2015 Women’s Boxing World Champion.  If she 
wins gold again at this Olympics, she will become 
the first U.S. boxer to earn three combined world 
or Olympic titles.  

Her 74-1 career record has earned her 
endorsements from Powerade and Dicks Sport-
ing Goods, among others. Her documentary is 
premiering next month. Universal Studios already 
has the rights to her story.  

She’s joined on the nine-member women’s 
team by Naomi Graham, Melissa Parker and 
Shadasia Green, the heavyweight.  

Soccer
After leading the U.S. senior team with 

seven assists in 13 games, 
Mallory Pugh, 18, was 
selected to the 2016 Olym-
pic team in Brazil.  Her 
selection makes her the 
second-youngest player 
in history to compete at 
the Games for the national 
team since 1904. The U.S 
will begin group play Aug. 
3 — two days before the Opening Ceremony 
— against New Zealand at Mineirão Stadium in 
Belo Horizonte, some 270 miles north of Rio de 
Janeiro.

The U.S. Men’s Soccer team did not qualify to 
make it to the Olympics.  

Wrestling 
Jordan Burroughs is one of the USA’s best 

chances for taking home a gold this year.  With a 
poor performance heading into the Olympics, the 

U.S. failed to qualify wrestlers in four classes for 
Rio, making this the smallest wrestling team the 
U.S. has sent to the Olympics since 1952.  

Burroughs won Gold in the men’s freestyle in 
the 2012 Olympics and took world titles in 2011, 
2013 and 2015.  From 2011-2014, he won a U.S. 
con-
secutive 
record 
of 69 
match-
es.  

The 
U.S. 
quali-
fied in 
13 of 
18 classes across men’s and women’s freestyle 
and Greco-Roman.  The U.S. has not sent fewer 
than 16 wrestlers to the Olympics since 1952, 
when it didn’t send a Greco-Roman team to the 
Helsinki Games. 

Track and Field 
There are too many names to mention in this 

area, but hats off to Sydney McLaughlin.  She 
hasn’t even graduated high school yet – she’ll 
be a senior next year – bus she’s already broken 
world junior records in track and field, and 

show no signs of stopping.  When the 16-year-old 
phenom placed third in the 400-meter hurdles 
at the Olympic Trials, she cemented her place 
in history as the youngest member of the U.S. 
Olympic track team since 1972. 

Tennis 
After domination professional tennis for 

almost two decades, no one is surprised that 
sisters Serena and Venus Williams are America’s 
best prospect for an Olympic medal.  However, 
reflecting the influence of on the sport, the four 
member U.S.A. Women’s single’s tennis team 
is composed completely of African-American 
women.  
Join-
ing the 
sisters 
playing 
singles 
are 
Madison 
Keys, 
21, and 
Sloane Stephens, 23.  

The Williams sisters will also play doubles in 
an effort to repeat their 2012 Gold medal win.  
Serena, the number one player in the world, also 
took home singles Gold in the 2012.  

OLYMPICS,  
from page 24

pugh

Burroughs

stephens

O
lympic programming will air across 11 
networks. 

NBC  NBC’s 260.5 hours of cover-
age begins on Fri., Aug. 5, and concludes on 
Sun., Aug. 21, with the Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies, respectively. Across NBC’s prime-
time, daytime and late night shows, coverage 
will feature many of the Games’ most popular 
sports, including swimming, gymnastics, track 
and field, diving, beach volleyball, volleyball, 
and the men’s and women’s basketball finals.

NBCSN  Most days, NBC Sports Network will 
televise 16 hours of coverage, from 7 a.m. 
to 11 p.m CT.  In addition to basketball and 
soccer, coverage will include track and field, 
archery, boxing, cycling, fencing, field hockey, 
judo, open water swimming, rugby, shooting, 

soccer, synchronized swimming, table tennis, 
weightlifting, wrestling and more.

GOLF CHANNEL  Golf returns to the 
Olympic Games for the first time in 112 years,  
and the Golf Channel will cover it live -- Men’s: 
Thurs., Aug. 11 – Sun., Aug. 14; and Women’s: 
Wed., Aug. 17 – Sat., Aug. 20

BRAVO  Bravo will serve as the home of 
Olympic tennis, with live coverage that begins 
on Sat., Aug. 6, and concludes on Sun., Aug. 
14, with the men’s singles final. The women’s 
singles final airs on Sat., Aug. 13.

Other English language networks with 
coverage include: MSNBC, CNBC, USA Network 
and two specialty channels two Olympic 
specialty channels – one each for basketball 
and soccer. 

How to watch the 2016 Rio Olympic Games
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e-MAil T
he Wichita Griots 2016 Cultural Arts Enrichment Camp 
concluded with a Grand Finale Production on Sat., July 
16 at the Boys and Girls Club.  The theme for this year’s 

production was “From Chains to Wings.”
Student participants guided the audience from the theft of 

Africans from their continent for enslavement in America, to 
the emancipation of slaves and beyond.  After breaking of the 
chains of enslavement, the production continued along a path 
to the present, that included presentations on the rich cultural 
contributions of African Americans as well as the struggle to 
gain civil rights.  

This year, nearly 60 students participated in the annual 
summer camp held at Urban Prep Academy from July 11-15.  
Camp activities focused on the development of strong and 
positive character traits, storytelling, music, drumming, 
African dance, performing skills, drama, arts and crafts 
and reading.  The cost for the one week camp was just $30 
and included daily lunches, snacks and a camp t-shirt.  

The Griots Cultural Arts Storytelling Institute is a diverse, 
grassroots non-profit organization, dedicated to providing 
educational storytelling arts in the inner city and the total 
community.  Their teach character education stories to 
connect with youth and community members to teach 
Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, Caring, Self-Discipline 
and more. 

Photos by Bonita Gooch

Griots Cultural Camp 
Concludes With Grand 
Finale Production  
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Help Sunflower Community Action celebrates its first 25 years and support 
continuing success in retrieving workers’ stolen wages: providing worker training; 
fighting the predatory payday loan industry; building a community radio station; 

and bringing Wichita’s neighborhoods together for the common good. 
    

Featured Speakers:

25th Anniversary & 
Racial and Economic Justice Gala

6 PM Thursday, July 28
Exploration Place      300 N McLean Blvd      Wichita 

Tickets $65 Per Person
For more information      316-264-9972 ext 27

Onleilove Alston
The Executive Director of People Improving Communities through 
Organizing (PICO). Having experienced poverty, foster care, and 
homelessness, she leads PICO in the fight to end the war on
drugs, reform immigration, Medicaid Expansion and more.  

Tony Pecinovsky 
Of the Missouri / Kansas Friends of the People’s World. 
He serves as secretary-tresurer of the Greater St. Louis City 
Council and is secretary of St. Louis Central Labor Council and a 
St. Louis Progressive Vote Coalition board member. 

WICHITA  CALENDAR 

JULY 23 Shades of Blue, 2nd 
Annual Two-Stepping Fundraiser, 
6 - 10 p.m.  40 Plus Lounge 3926 
E. 13th, Learn, Have fun, Show your 
skills.  This is a fundraiser for Black 
Women Empowered in Wichita, Inc.  
For tickets or additional information 
contact: Mary Dean 316 371-2253 
Cost $10 in advance $15 at the door.

23 Shadyway Plaza Blues and 
BBQ  The call is out for Barbecue 
chefs to participate Participants can 
earn bragging rights for the year. 
1 – 9 p.m. at 1421 N. Spruce. Tast-
ing is from 3-5 p.m. and the blues 
concert will follow the tasting. Bring 
money, the samples will costs, or 
you can buy full plates. For informa-
tion contact Pamela Williams at 
pwilliams@pkmanagement.com or 
[316] 267-2500.

23 146th Anniversary of the 
Founding of Wichita, July 21, 
1870 - view Wichita’s remarkable 

history wandering the four floors 
of the Museum’s exhibits and enjoy 
special tours, crafts, activities and 
refreshments.  Admission is free to 
those individuals and small groups 
bringing a Birthday Card. The 
Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical 
Museum 204 S Main St 1 p.m. - 4 
p.m.

24 Voter Empowerment Forum  
Come hear the candidates’ positions 
and voice your concerns regarding 
the relevant issues nationally and in 
our community.  From 4-6 p.m. at 
St. Paul AME Church, 1756 North 
Piatt, Wichita.  

28 25th Anniversary & Racial 
and Economic Justice Gala  Spon-
sored by Sunflower Community Action 
at Exploration Place, 6 p.m.    Help 
Sunflower celebrate its first 25 years 
and support their continuing efforts.  
Tickets are $65 per person.  Call 264-
9972, ext. 27.  See ad below.  

29 Motown Muellers  Come 
enjoy as local youth perform the hits 
of Motown Legends – Temptations, 
Supremes, Jackson 5, Four Tops 
and more.  This free show begins at 
10 a.m. at the Boys and Girls Club, 
Opportunity Way.  

AUG 12&13  A Kid From 
Wichita Basketball Camp   for 
youth ages 6 to 18.   From 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m. each day.  At Lynette 
Woodard Gym, 18th and Volutsia, 
Wichita.  Registration in advance 
online is $40/ participant.  Regis-
tration onsite $50.  Campers will 
receive hot lunch, cold drinks, 
camp photo and t-shirt.   To register 
online go to.  Register online at 
www.WichitaCamps.com or by 
phone at 510.365.8345. For more 
information e-mail: SaraSmith@
DefiningSports.com.  For additional 
information, see story page  17. 

12-14  86th Annual McAdams 

Golf Classic at Auburn Hills Golf 
Course.  Participants are invited 
to participate in three dates of 
golfing fun and socialization.  The 
event begins with a practice round 
on Friday, with tournament play 
on Saturday and Sunday.  Socials 
include a dinner, social hour, and 
awards cremony.  Tournament fee is 
$180 with proceeds benefitting the 
McAdams Junior Golf Program and 
Scholarship Fund.  Mail registration 
to McAdams Golf Club, P.O. Box 
8355, Wichita, KS  67208.  

13 3rd  Annual Vendor Shop-
ping Spree at 40 Plus Lounge, 
3829 E 13th from 12-5p.m. 
Free/ entrance door prizes, great 
products for sale , great prices and 
good deals (clothes, shoes, purses, 
jewelry, baked goods, hair decor, 
protective devices for women, 
scentsy, candles, homemade 
popcorn, home decor, and much 
more. Vendor Cost: $35.  Contact 

is Margaret (Maggie) Thompson, 
(316) 655- 6967.

27  20th Annual Fred D. Middle-
ton, Jr. Scholarship Golf Tourna-
ment at Hidden Lakes Golf Course, 
Derby.  Includes great prizes and a 
steak lunch.  To register, go to  www.
fdmgolf2016.eventbrite.com.  

30  Tearing Hate from the Sky 
Come hear speaker Bree Newsome 
at WSU Welcomefest, 6:45 – 8 p.m. 
in the Rhatigan Student Center Beggs 
Ballroom.  Bree Newswome is the 
community organizer and activist 
who removed the Confederate Battle 
Flag from the South Carolina State 
House.  Tickets are free for WSU 
student, $3 for faculty and staff, $5 
for community and $1 for children 
12 and under.  Tickets are avail-
able in the WSU Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion. Ticket required for 
admission..  



Brown, Elder Cornelius, 61, 
passed 07/03. Service was held  07/11 
at Plainview Church of God In Christ

Brungardt,  Jason Donald, 93, 
passed 06/25. No further information.

Cook, Richard E., 60, passed 
07/07.   No further information.

Daniels,  Vanessa C., 58, passed 
07/01.  Service was  held 07/12 at
New Jerusalem Baptist Church

Dawson, Ruth, 88, passed 07/07. 
No further information.

Doxon, Colene Louise, 63, passed 
6/17/16.  Service is pending

Helman, Una, 68, passed 06/24. No 
further information.

Hernandez, Sipriana, 70, passed 
07/02. No further information.

Landrum, Darrell Richard, 57, 
passed 7/4/16.  Service is pending.

Partick, Jason, 52, passed 7/9/16.  
Service is pending.

Ross, England Shantell, 47, passed 
07/12.  No further information.

Salas-Pellot, Carlos Alberto, 45, 
passed 7/15/16.  Service is pending

Bradford, Mrs. Edna Mae, 99, 
passed 06/30.  She worked as a cook 
and a domestic professional.  Service 
was held 07/07 at Bowser-Johnson 
Funeral Chapel.  She is survived by:  
daughter; Barbara Mae Campbell and 
son; Gerald Franklin Wilkerson 

Meadows, Chauntel Chassity, 25, passed 
7/10/16.  She is survived by: daughter; 
Shyvani Meadows, mother; Kay Meadows, 
father; Randy Moore, sisters; Kayleigh 
Miller, Mariah White, Destiny Smith, broth-
ers; Markeese Meadows, Ben Moore and 
natural mother; Regina Smith.  Service was 
held 7/15/16 at el Shaddai Ministries.

Hunt, William, 67, passed 07/04.  
He was a retired janitor.  Service was 
held 07/15 at Peaceful Rest Funeral 
Chapel.  He is survived by: brothers;  
James Netherland, John Netherland, 
Theodore Netherland, Nathaniel Neth-
erland, Donald Netherland, Kenneth 
Netherland, Maurice Netherland  and 
sisters;  Lenora Netherland, Katherine 
Netherland, Gwendolyn Netherland, 
Dorothy Netherland

Curley, Consuelo “Connie”,90, 
passed 07/01.  Service was held 07/07 
at Penwell-Gabel Funeral Home.  She 
is survived by: husband; 1st Sgt. (Ret), 
Albert Curley Sr.,  son; Albert Curley 
II. , brother; Richard E. Wells, and 
grandchildren; Albert Curley III, Alex 
Curley, Adam Paul, Christine Weaver, 
Jennifer Hales, Marc Scott, Michael 
Scott, Andrea Scott 

Starks,  William “Billy”, 66, passed 
06/24. He is  survived by: daughter; 
Nicole Rucker, granddaughters; 
Ramona Roberts,  Jerrica White,  
grandsons; DaMarcus Rucker, Darrian 
Wilson and brother; Ralph Thomas 
Starks
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Cliff Cross 
call 721-4200

For the lowest cost 

Whole Life 
Final Expense 

“Burial Policy” 
Issue Ages 0-89

Face $1,000 - $35,000

Cummings, Florida Beatrice, 89, 
passed 07/05/16. She was a retired 
housekeeper.  Service was held 07/12/
at  Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church.  She is survived by: daughters; 
Barbara J. Cummings, Gloria J. Cum-
mings - Noble , sons; George F. Cum-
mings, Gregory (Marla) Cummings, 
and brothers; Leroy (Leodis) Rolfe,  
Octavio (Annette) Rolfe 

Martin, Lena P., 90, passed 
07/06/16.  She was a retired chef 
for First Baptist Church of Ponca City 
Service was held 07/16 at Greater Faith 
Christian Church.   She is survived 
by: daughter; Erma J. Chadwick, and 
grandchildren; Angela Chadwick, Leta 
Chadwick & Billie Chadwick Jr.

Williams, Willie , 87, passed 
07/06/16. He was a retire Boeing 
supervisor. Service was held 07/13 
at Holy Savior Catholic Church.  He 
is survived by: sons; Dr. Michael Wil-
liams, Dr. Marvin Williams, Marcus 
Williams and daughter; Michelle Harris

Carr, Valerie Mi-
chelle, 55, passed 
07/04.  A service of 
remembrance was held 
07/08 the garden lawn 

of Maple Grove Cemetery.

Harris, Jr., Phillip 
Leontra, 17, passed 
07/01/16.  Service was 
held 07/0 9 on the garden 
lawn of Maple Grove

Cemetery.  

Mitchell, Vella Ann, 
77, passed 07/08.  
Service was held 07/13 at 
First United Pentecostal 
Church.

Ponds, Barbara 
Estello, 82, passed 
07/07/16.  Service was 
held 07/13 at Biglow 
Funeral Home Chapel.

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral
Wichita

RJ Bethea 

Funeral 

Wichita

Bowser-Johnson

Topeka

Penwell-Gabel
Junction City

Peaceful Rest 
Topeka

FREE Still Cost!

VOICE
THE Community

A trusted voice from the community’s perspective  

Even Better.... With Your Support!!

If you’ve been enjoying 
The Community Voice 
for FREE, consider making 
a donation - even a small one.    

With your help, we can do 
even more.

gofundme.com/28brbkvw

Donate  

Help Make Us Better -- Donate  
Go Fund Me/ Increase Community Voice Capacity  

C
harles “Chuck” Maloney was 
born November 9, 1933 in 
Wichita, Kansas, graduated 

from Each High School in 1953 and 
after serving in the Marines attend-
ed and graduated from Wichita State 
University with a teaching degree.  
He taught school for in Wichita for 
30 years until his retirement. 

In 1966 Chuck became interested 
in tennis and spent the majority of 
his free time on the tennis court.  
He started playing at McAdams Park 
and was there five or six days a 
week..  He taught tennis for 40 years 
with friend Goose Doughty and as a 
recreational coach, he helped bring 
the game of tennis to a large number 
of youth, always using public parks.  

In 1975 he started an annual 
tennis tournament which he named 
after his first granddaughter.  For 30 
years, the Tanisha Open was a staple 
of the summertime tennis calendar in 
the United States Tennis Association/
Missouri Valley.  Growing from just a 

small women’s tournament with 24 
entries in 1975 to one of the largest 
combined adults and junior USTA 
tournaments in Kansas, one that had 
upwards to 300 participants a year.  

Chuck became saved at a Billy Gra-
ham crusade while stationed in Hawaii. 
He was preceded in death by his wife 
of 58 years Carreatha Collins Maloney. 
The couple had three children:  daugh-
ters Cheryl Maloney and Dondra Arens-
man and son Gary Maloney.  Chuck 
passed on April 4 at age 82. 

Chuck Maloney  Taught 
School, Tennis and Life



Chuck Maloney (L) with tennis star arthur 
ashe. 
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A
n Alzheimer’s vaccine could 
be just a few short years away, 
according to researchers from 

Australia and the United States. Initial 
pre-clinical results show that the vac-
cine could slow or reverse the effects of 
Alzheimer’s in patients with dementia in 
addition to preventing the disease when 
administered to healthy people. Human 
clinical trials of the new Alzheimer’s 
disease vaccine are expected to begin 

within two years and last about three 
years.

According to a study published in 
Nature’s Scientific Reports journal, the 
primary cause of Alzheimer’s is thought 
to be plaque that is formed due to the 
presence of the protein amyloid-beta, 
but dementia in Alzheimer’s patients 
also correlates with the presence and 
accumulation of the protein amyloid-
tau. Both of these proteins are targeted 

A
ttempting challenging puzzles 
and reading up on the theory of 
relativity aren’t the only ways to 

keep your brain at its finest.
The right diet also can do wonders, 

improving the brain’s function and 
even helping to reverse brain dam-
age. Meanwhile, the opposite also is 
true. Poor diet choices not only hurt 
the waistline, but have a negative ef-
fect on the brain.

“When it comes to the brain, sugar 
is public enemy No. 1,” says Daniel 
Amen, M.D., a clinical neuroscientist 
and brain imaging expert. 

Sugar is pro-inflammatory, in-
creases erratic brain-cell firings and 
is addictive, says Amen, author of the 
New York Times bestseller “Change 
Your Brain, Change Your Life.” 

“Sugar is insidious, sort of like 
heroin,” he says. “It will make you 
want it over and over again. It’s like 
dating the bad boys. You fall in love 
with something that beats you up.”

Sugar has company on Amen’s list 
of unfriendly brain foods, including 
a few surprises, such as corn, which 
has one of the worst fatty-acid pro-
files of any vegetable. Others on the 

avoid-at-all-costs list include artificial 
dyes, especially red dye; foods with 
trans fats, such as cookies, cakes and 
pie crusts; and low-fiber foods, which 
include many fast-food choices.

Fortunately, there are also great 
food options that can heal the brain 
and even help reverse brain damage, 
Amen says. Those include:
•Healthyfats Surprisingly, fat is 
not the enemy. That’s because there 
are “good fats” and “bad fats.” Some 
examples of good fats are olives, 
sunflower seeds and flaxseed. Amen 
also points out that 60% of the solid 
weight of the brain is fat. 
•Fish Salmon, halibut, sardines, 
mackerel and other fish are loaded 
with healthy oils and healthy fat. 
“People who eat grilled or baked fish 
once a week have more grey matter 
in their brain,” Amen says. 
•Avocados This nutrient-dense 
fruit is loaded with healthy Omega 
3 fatty acids, which build brain-cell 
membranes, reduce brain inflam-
mation and promote new brain-cell 
formation.
•Rawnuts Go easy on the amount 
because they pack a lot of calories, 

but raw nuts are very healthy for the 
brain.  
•Chocolate Here’s another sur-
prise. Chocolate also has been shown 
to decrease cravings and increase 
blood flow to the brain. It’s what usu-
ally is added to chocolate – sugar and 
dairy products – that makes it bad.
•Colorfulvegetables. Green is 
great, but with vegetables you can 
branch out into such choices as 
yellow squash, purple carrots and 
orange bell peppers. “You want 
things that are high in fiber, that are 
colorful, that are really medicine for 
your brain,” Amen says.

“Anytime you prepare to eat 
something, don’t just think about the 
pounds you might put on,” Amen 
says. “Ask yourself: Is this good for 
my brain or is it bad for my brain?”

Foods To Reverse Brain Damage

Alzheimer’s Hope for Avoiding This Chronic Disease  
Last issue we explored Al-

zheimer’s -- a disease  that Afri-
can Amerians are 2.5 times more 
likely to develop.  Alzheimer’s is 
an irreparable, progressive brain 
disorder that wreaks havoc on 
the billions of tiny nerve cells 
housed within the organ, forever 
changing the individual. The 
chronic disease slowly erases a 

lifetime’s worth of hard-earned 
skills, cherished memories — 
and even people.

However, there is hope.  A vac-
cine is on the horizon and in the 
meantime, there are steps you 
can take to avoid contracting this 
cognitive disease -- the fourth 
leading cause of death for older 
African Americans.   

Alhzeimer’s Vaccine May Prevent and/or Cure the Disease  
by the new Alzheimer’s vaccine, and 
initial results show both therapeutic 
and preventative applications.

“In particular, the same vaccine 
platform could be used to both 
prevent the onset of [Alzheimer’s 
disease], and also slow down 
development of tauopathy-associated 
dementia,” the study author wrote.

Additional research is required 
to determine the most effective 
combination of the amyloid-beta and 
amyloid-tau vaccines. Once human 
trials have been completed, treat-
ment for Alzheimer’s could involve a 
number of sequential vaccines that 
target each protein, or a combined 
vaccine that targets both molecules at 

the same time.
Work on the new Alzheimer’s vac-

cine is a joint project between a team 
from Flinder’s University in Australia, 
the Institute of Molecular Medicine, 
and the University of California, and 
it represents the latest advance in a 
global race to identify some type of 
cure or treatment for dementia.

Know the 10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s Disease 

1.  Memory changes that disrupt daily life. 

2.  Challenges in planning or solving problems 

3.  Dificulty completing familiar tasks 
4.  Confusion with time or place 

5.  Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships 

6.  New problems with words in speaking or writing 
7.  Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps. 

8.  Decreased or poor judgment

9.  Withdrawal from work or social activities. 
     Changes in mood and personality10.

More than 7.5 million 
people are diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
each year, and the global 
population of dementia 
cases nearly reached 50 
million in 2015. 



L
t Col James Vandross, United States 
Air Force, is the new commander of 
the Defense Contract Management 

Agency Wichita.  He took control of the 
Agency during a change of command and 
retirement ceremony held, Tues., July 12 
at the Wichita Country Club.  

Vandross comes to Wichita from an 
assignment at the Pentagon.  He’s worked 
in various assignments at the Pentagon 
since June 2012, except for a six month 
assignment in Jordan.  Vandross is in his 
18th year of military service.  

An assignment in Wichita is a special 
treat for his wife Andrea, a Wichita native.  
She’s excited to be back home near her 
mother Regina McCarty and sister Pamela 
K. Warrior.  Andrea Fisher Vandross is a 
1990 Heights High School graduate and 
grew up in Tabernacle Bible Church.  

The Vandross have three children:  
Danielle, 13; Amanda, 10; and James III, 
“Trey,” 8.  

The Defense Contract Management 

Agency is the Depart-
ment of Defense com-
ponent which works 
directly with defense 
suppliers to help ensure 
that the DoD, Federal, 
and allied government 
supplies and services 
are delivered on time, 
at projected cost, and 
meet all performance 
requirements. DCMA 
directly contributes to 
the military readiness 
of the U.S.A and its 
allies.  DCMA Wichita 
encompasses contractor 
locations in Kansas and 
Missouri and includes 
support for the C-12 
aircraft, the CH-52K 
helicopter, and the Joint 
Primary Aircraft Training System program. 
DCMA Wichita administers contracts 

valued at over $9 billion annually.  
His office will be in the Lux in downtown 
Wichita.  

It’s Hotter Than July, But It’s Kool in a Kia 

Al Holmes

Kellogg & Tyler    

Mon. - Sat. • 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Tuesday by Appt. Only

 Cell:  (316) 641-4210  
email:  albkash50@icloud.com  

•New & Pre-owned 
•All Makes & Models 
•Good Credit or Bad 
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HOME HEALTH CARE & 
IN-HOME CARE OPTIONS

“Providing a Full Range of Services to 

meet your Health Care needs . . .”

Let “LovingTouch” contact 

your Insurance Provider for You. 

Call (316) 269-3368 TODAY!!

Providing a full range of services including:

   

1631 E 17TH ST N  

Wichita, KS 67214

Phone: 316-269-3368

Fax:     316-269-2744  

CARE GIVERS     

•Light Housework      
•Companionship  
•Shopping & Errands   
•Local Transportation                  
•Meal Preparation                   
•Laundry                    
•Toileting                   
•Medication Reminders 

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

•RN’s & LPN’s FOR
•Medication/Special 
       Assessment 
•Physical Therapy & 
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty Nursing
•Medication Set-Up

•HHA’s for Assistance with
•Bathing
•Medication Reminders

   OPEN FOR BUSINESS

MON - SAT 11 A.M - 10 P.M

3928 E 13TH STREET NORTH, WICHITA

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
Place your orders in advance or 
make reservations for large groups
by calling 316-409-4602

 Specializing in 
Fried Chicken Wings & Fried Catfish

E
ric Sexton, the Vice President for 
Wichita State University vice presi-
dent for student affairs, has resigned 

his position.  
“I am proud of the service and accom-

plishments during my tenure as a member 
of the staff of this great university,” said 
Sexton. “It is time for me to change the 
trajectory of my professional life. I want 
to sincerely thank the countless students, 
faculty, staff and alumni who have helped 
me. I will always be a Shocker.”

Sexton received his undergraduate and 
master’s degrees from WSU and served for 
26 years in professional roles including 
athletic director and executive director of 
governmental relations and the board of 
trustees.

Provost and Senior Vice President Tony 
Vizzini will assume operational supervi-

sion of Student Affairs while a 
national search is conducted 
for Sexton’s successor.

Sexton, a WSU graduate, 
worked for the university for 
26 years.  For many of those 
years he served as executive 
director of governmental 
relations.  In 2008 he was 
appointed the university’s Athletic Director.  
In mid-2015, he began serving in dual 
roles, adding to his responsibilities vice 
president for student affairs. 

Late last year, student leaders voiced 
their concerns to Pres. John Bardo, saying 
Sexton’s dual responsibilities left too little 
time for him to address the responsibili-
ties of student affairs. In November 2015 
Sexton stepped down from his role as Ath-
letic Director and dedicated his attention 

full-time to Student 
Affairs.  

 “I commend him 
for his service and 
his dedication to 
making our institu-
tion a better place 
for everyone here,” 
Joseph Shepard, 

WSU Student Body President 
told KSN News. “I think Dr. 
Sexton’s legacy is going to 
be remembered as the best 
Athletic Director of all time.”

The search for Sexton’s 
replacement has begun.  The 
position job description is 
being advertised In this issue 
of The Community Voice.  See 
the notice, page 23. 

Eric Sexton Steps Down as WSU Vice President 

Vandross Takes Command of Wichita USAF DCMA

PHOTOS:  (Above 
right)
Lt. Col James Von-
dross is pinned by his 
wife Andrea Fisher 
Vandross at the 
change of command 
service on July 12.  
(right) Andrea Van-
dross, a Wichita na-
tive, is pictured with 
her mother Regina 
McCarty.  

Sexton 

Rice and Adams Honored as 
Women in Business Standouts

T
erri Rice, Marketing Manager at Cox Business and Tracee 
Adams Financial Adviser with Morgan Stanley were among 20 
women recognized  in the 2016 Class of the Wichita Business 

Journal’s Women in Business.  The honorees were recognized at a 
dinner held July 12.  Adams Rice
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O
n the steps of the Supreme 
Court, waiting for the big-
gest abortion decision in 

decades, a Black woman holding an 
“abolish abortion” sign made eye 
contact with me. She tapped the skin 
on her arm and raised her eyebrow. 
She wanted to know why I, a young 
Black women, wasn’t standing next 
to her. Why I was advocating for 
abortion clinics, instead of against 
them.

People sometimes don’t see where 
Blackness and abortion rights inter-
sect. Or if they do, they see it from a 
distorted or misinformed angle. This 
is relevant here and now especially, 
given what happened in Wichita all 
those years ago. 

In July of 1991 Operation Rescue 
brought hundreds of anti-choice 
protesters to Wichita to rally in 
front of abortion clinics in the area.
The protest-deemed the Summer of 
Mercy-was meant to last a week, but 
ended up continuing for 42 days. 
Almost 2,700 people were arrested. 
A New York Times article written 
during the thick of the protests 

noted that workers from Dr. Tiller’s 
clinic were forced to stay for 36 
hours at a time, terrified that if they 
left, they wouldn’t be able to get 
back inside. 

The city of Wichita spent over 
$400,000  in efforts to keep 
the clinics open throughout the 
duration of events. People seeking 
abortion care were physically 
prevented from entering clinics 
by protesters lying in the street, 
or by human chains blockading 
entrances, and were attacked with 
insults and promises of damnation.

This summer, from July 16-23, 
Operation Save America (an off-
shoot of the original organization) 
will be in town again for the Sum-
mer of Mercy’s 25th anniversary. The 
schedule of events according to their 
website includes times of prayer, 
street activities, and speakers. 

The Summer of Mercy was the 
beginning of a wave of religiously 
motivated anti-abortion activism in 
the US. While congregations across 
the nation decried the evils of ‘these 
places of child sacrifice,’ conserva-
tive lawmakers quietly passed bills 
restricting the who, what, when, 
where, why, and how of abortion. 

Many of these laws are passed un-
der the guise of protecting women’s 
health. In reality, they actually work 
to limit people’s access to abortion 
services, as was recently decided by 
the Supreme Court in a challenge 
to similar Texas laws.  Since 2011, 
Kansas legislators have introduced 
43 restrictive bills, 30 of which have 
passed. Our state is down to it’s last 
three clinics.

The term Reproductive Justice 
exists at the intersection of Black-
ness and abortion rights. It is a term 

brought to us by women of color, 
who understood that hard things 
are only made harder when the law 
doesn’t like the way you look. The 
movement encompasses the rights 
of Black and Brown people to chose 
when and under what circumstances 
they want to parent. It works to 
protect our rights to comprehensive 
medical care and to make decisions 
about our own bodies. 

In a New York Times article, 
Isabel Wilkerson called The Summer 
of Mercy “a political windstorm” 
and likened it to a tornado.This 
comparison to a destructive force of 
nature makes me wonder why it was 
ever called the Summer of Mercy. 

Mercy, to me, implies kindness 
and compassion shown to people 
who need it the most. It’s a gift, given 
and received without preamble or 
assumption. If that “mercy” is a 
reference to the religious motivation 
behind the protests, then I’m still 
confused. I grew up knowing that 
the most important gifts that God 
ever gave anyone were love and free 
will; that no matter what I did, no 
matter what decision I made, God 
would still love me. The least I can 
do to honor those gifts is do my best 

to grant them to others in return.
There was no mercy that sum-

mer. There were just people deter-
mined to make choices for others; 
people who presumed to know what 
was best for each and every person 
entering Dr. Tiller’s clinic.

As someone born and raised in 
Wichita, I can vouch for the kind-
ness and compassion that our city, 
our community, is known for. But 
we also need to make sure it’s also 
known for its understanding and 
respect. 

We need to understand that it’s 
impossible to know the entirety of 
someone else’s circumstances, and 
we need to respect the decisions 
that a person makes in order to deal 
with those circumstances. We need 
to protect people’s access to options 
and choices, because it’s the kind 
thing and the right thing to do, even 
if we don’t always agree.

Giving everyone the opportunity 
to decide what’s best for their own 
lives - that’s mercy.

Abigail Agnew is a Kansas State 
University student activist with 
URGE: Unite for Reproductive and 
Gender Equity.
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The Summer of Mercy Was Anything But, Does Not Deserve Commemoration 
By Abigail Agnew
Student Activist

Abigal Agney on the steps of the Su-

preme Court 

Black Lives will only matter if we 
can create a strong Black Dollar and 
it seems like so many of our brothers 
and sisters forget or don't know this. 
Without a strong Black Economy 
nothing will change. After all of the 
protests we get back in our cars and 
listen to their radio stations, go home 
and watch their television networks. 
Buy our food and clothing and basic 
needs from their stores. And worse 
of all we bank at their banks if we 
bank at all. The Black dollar does 
not circulate in our community AT 
ALL. Each of us needs to do our part 
to create and support Black busi-
nesses. A strong Black economy is 

the only way for us to create change. 
If we stop spending our money with 
them, they lose money. If they lose 
money they have to pay attention to 
us. Remember how much money 
they lost during the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott. Until we can hit them where 
it hurts they won't change anything. 
We will continue to see our brothers 
and sisters die. 

Create more Black businesses. 
And the Black businesses that are 
out there need to let us know who 
they are so we can support Black 
businesses.

Nathan Tucker 
Wichita 

Black Lives Need 
Strong Black Dollars

Letter to the Editor

I 
grew up in Oakland, Calif., but 
spent a great deal of time at the 
family farm just north of Napa, Calif. 

There I learned about nature, explored 
the woods, went hunting and fishing. I 
need no persuasion about the value of 
connection to land and water.

But as a woman of color, I am not 
the norm seen recreating in our public 
lands in the outdoors. Over the years, I 
have seen too few people who looked 
like me enjoying our parks and public 
lands, and I think that situation needs 
changing. Frankly, I became tired of 
being looked at like a rare species.

So in recent years, I’ve gone back to 
my roots in an effort to provide outdoor 
experiences like hiking, camping, raft-
ing and climbing for as many African 
Americans as I can. This venture has 
not so much to do with boosting num-
bers of Black people on the trail, but is 
more about creating a cultural shift and 
remembering our heritage of connec-

tion to the natural world.
Today, many African Americans 

believe they have little to do with the 
environment and it has little to do with 
them. In the coming decades, I’d like 
that attitude to be different. I’d like to 
see more and more African Americans 
make the natural world a part of every-
day life, so that seeing a person of color 
on a hiking trip is no big deal.

To accomplish this, we have 
established meetup groups nationwide 
staffed by volunteer organizers. Out-
ings, led by groups like Outdoor Afro 
Seattle has people of color enjoying the 
great outdoors.  

This year happens to be the 100th 
birthday of the National Park Service, 
and President Obama has been astute 
in realizing the value of parks and the 
outdoors to us all. He created Every 
Kid In a Park so that all fourth-grade 
youngsters could have the opportunity 
to discover our national parks, forests, 

wildlife and history for free. But in or-
der for us to really see a more diverse 
and representative population of people 
in nature, we need to engage whole 
families and communities in this effort.

For those of us who return again and 
again to play in the outdoors, we know 
that each excursion brings new insights 
and new benefits for our fitness, social 
connections and personal healing and 
growth. These benefits of connecting 
with nature and spending more time 
outdoors are an experience that I wish 
for everyone, especially members of the 
African-American community.

I will be so pleased to meet up with 
you one day in the fresh air, walking on 
a trail, paddling down a river or even 
climbing up a mountain.

Rue Mapp is the founder of 
Outdoor Afro, a national nonprofit 
organization that reintroduces Black 
people to outdoor experiences.

We Need More African Americans Interested in The Great Outdoors



Letters to the editor and editorials are  invited and can 

be submitted online at www.communityvoiceks.com.  
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S
ix months after the HOPE Mentor-
ing program was announced for 
adults enrolled in the TANF cash 

assistance program, participation is 
low, prompting Gov. Sam Brownback 
to consider incentivizing participants to 
increase participation. 

“We’ve received great response from 
volunteer mentors within the communi-
ty who want to help low-income adults 
achieve self-reliance. However, because 
this is a voluntary program, response 
has been low among our TANF clients,” 
wrote Kansas Department for Children 
and Families Secretary Phyllis Gilmore 
in a press release.  

According to a recent article in the 
Wichita Eagle, the program has re-
cruited 13 TANF participants and more 
than 100 volunteers.  

The HOPE Mentoring program was 
closely modeled after Mentoring 4 Suc-
cess, a mentoring program developed 
by the Kansas Department of Correc-
tions that since July 2011 has resulted 
in 7,208 mentor/mentee partnerships. 
In Juvenile Services, since July 2014, 
171 matches have occurred. These 
relationships have produced many 
success stories.

As proposed, TANF participants 
were to be matched with volunteers 
who would provide them with career 
advice, information about educational 
opportunities, a constructive example, 
personal reinforcement and other 
forms of support.  The goal said Jim 
Echols, program director for the HOPE 

DCF Mentoring Program 
for TANF Adults Attracts Few

K
ansas Department for Children and Families Secretary Phyllis 
Gilmore is pleased to announce the launch of HOPE Mentoring 
for youth transitioning out of foster care. This is the second phase 

of the HOPE Mentoring program that was first announced in January, 
for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) clients.

 “We are excited to roll out this portion of the program that is specifi-
cally designed to help youth in foster care as they transition to adulthood,” 
Secretary Gilmore said. “Many of these young people have no adult in their 
life who can offer them advice, serve as a support system and give them 
encouragement. This program provides mentors to youth to do just that.”

 The Independent Living HOPE Mentoring program officially got 
underway July 1.

 

DCF Launches HOPE Mentoring 
For Youth Aging Out of Foster Care

These Primary Races Up the Stakes for August 2 Primaries   

I
f you were thinking about sitting 
out the Tues. Aug 2 primaries, think 
again.  Check out these face-offs 

that could bump out incumbents and 
others that may decide who represents 
us in Washington D.C. 

U.S. Senate Race 
There are two Democrats vying in 

this state wide race.  Monique Singh 
will face off against front runner Patrick 
Wiesner.  Singh is running as part of a 
push by the Universal African Peoples 
Organization, a national organization 
that promotes the concept of propor-
tionate representation, which encour-

ages the percentage of elected officials 
to mirror the overall African-American 
population.  Wiesner, a Johnson County 
Tax and bankruptcy attorney is a well-
funded opposition to her grassroots 
campaign.  The winner will face-off 
against incumbent Jerry Moran in 
November.  

U.S. Congress, District 3
Nathaniel McLaughlin, a retired 

business executive, will face off against 
Reggie Marselus and Jay Sidie in this 
Democratic Primary.  Marselus is a 
retired Lenexa electrician.  McLaughlin 
has been active in the community for 

decades, serving 
most recently as 
the president of 
the Kansas State 
Organization of 
NAACP Branches.  
However Sidie, the 
owner of financial 
firm in Lenexa, is 
the front runner in this race.  He’s been 
endorsed by the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee, which 
opens the doors for major donations in 
what will be a difficult general election.  
The winner of this primary will most 

Mentoring Program,  was to “develop 
additional support and move them 
(TANFF participants) from state sup-
port to independence.”  

DCF is now reevaluating the 
program to determine if incentiv-
izing participation is appropriate or if 
making it mandatory among some or 
all TANF clients would help clients to 
realize the value in a mentor/mentee 
relationship.

 Gov. Sam Brownback has said he 
opposes making the program manda-
tory and has voiced his support of a n 
approach to incentivize participation.   

“We believe this program can be a 
valuable tool for our clients,” Secre-
tary Gilmore said. “As the program is 

only six-months old, we anticipated 
adjustments would be needed along 
the way. Moving forward, we will ex-
amine ways to improve participation 
and seek additional opportunities to 
support those we serve on their path 
to self-reliance.”

Participation in the State’s TANF 
program has decreased significantly 
since 2011 when the average number 
of families receiving assistance was 
more than 15,000.  Since 2011, the 
state has reduced the maximum num-
ber of years participants can remain 
on the program from five years to two.  
Currently, there are just over 5,000 
families receiving TANFF Assistance in 
Kansas.  

likely face off against incumbent Kevin 
Yoder.  However Yoder does have an 
opponent in the primary.  

U.S. Congress, District 4
Robert Tillman, is running again 

for Congress.  This 
year, his Demo-
cratic opposition 
is Daniel Giroux, 
a Wichita attorney.  
The winner will 
face off against 
incumbent Mike 
Pompeo. 

District Attorney, Wyandotte 
County

This is one of the hottest races of 
the primary season.  Without a Repub-
lican in the race, this is a winner takes 
all primary.  Incum-
bent District Attorney 
Jerome Gorman is 
up against a relative 
political newcomer 
Mark Dupree.  Du-
pree, a Kansas City 
native and pastor, 

with deep roots in the community, is 
giving Gorman a race for his money.  
This one could be an upset, if enough 
people come out to vote.  

KS Senate, District 20
This is a hotly contested race with 

four Democrats and two Republicans 
vying for this seat that represents the 
Southern part of Shawnee County and 
parts of Topeka.  On the Republican 
side, incumbent Vicki Schmidt, has 
one opponent.  Democrats vying for 
the seat are: Candace Ayars, Richard 
Rick Munez Cortez, Clarence Hinchy 
and Dennis Rogers.

KS House, District 44 
Democratic incumbent Barbara 

Ballard has an op-
ponent in her primary 
for reelection.  The 
11-term incumbent 
representing the 
Lawrence community 
is being opposed by 
Steven X. Davis, a 

See PRIMARIES, page 10





McLaughlin

tillman

Dupree

Ballard
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www.mhrsi.org

$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE  

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

2833 N. PARK PLACE      2837 N. PARK PLACE

1027 N. GREEN      1661 S. TOPEKA                 

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









M
ike Hill, a Black Republi-
can state representative in 
Florida, grew steadily more 

disheartened as he watched television 
clips of his party’s overwhelmingly 
White national convention lecturing 
African-Americans about the police 
and race relations.

There was Rudolph W. Giuliani, the 
former mayor of New York, nearly 
shouting Monday night that the police 
only wanted to help people, regard-
less of race. A sea of White convention 
delegates, cheering wildly as two Black 
speakers ridiculed the Black Lives 
Matter movement and unconditionally 
praised law enforcement officers. And 
a series of speakers pushing Donald 
J. Trump’s law-and-order message 
and arguing, as he has, that the United 
States had lost its way.

“When a lot of White Republicans 
get together and bring up race, even 
telling Black people how they should 
see police and the world, it evokes the 
worst kind of emotion,” said Mr. Hill, 
who supports Mr. Trump but decided 
to skip the convention. “We have so 
few Black Republicans to begin with. 
Talking about race won’t bring us 
more.”

For many Black Republicans, 
the party’s convention has veered 
unexpectedly and unhappily toward 
lecturing and moralizing on issues 
of race, an off-putting posture at a 
time when Mr. Trump is staggeringly 
unpopular with minority voters. He 
drew support from zero percent of 
African-Americans in recent NBC 
News/Wall Street Journal polls in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, and he is struggling 

badly with Hispanics, partly because 
of his harsh language about Mexicans 
and immigrants.

These Republicans said they had 
preferred the political messages to 
Black voters at recent conventions, 
where the focus was less on public 
safety and crime than on economic 
opportunity, job creation, support for 
small businesses and school choice 
— all issues, they said, that held 
appeal.

In Cleveland, however, Mr. Trump 
and Republican Party leaders are 
focused on appealing to White voters, 
particularly White men who are criti-
cal to their electoral strategy in the 
Midwest and the South.

Black Republicans said they under-
stood the thinking behind this.  

 “When the Republican is getting 
only 5 or 6% of the Black vote anyway, 
and the Democrat simply needs to say 
‘I’m on your side’ to win the Black 
vote, then what option do you have?” 
said Ward Connerly, a former regent 
at the University of California and 
a leader in national efforts to end 
affirmative action in college admis-
sions. “You support law and order. 
That will bring out a certain amount 
of support for a lot of Americans who 
are afraid because they see society as 
crumbling.”

Black Republicans who spoke  from 
the podium seemed focused more on 
castigating Black protesters, scolding 
other Blacks for their behavior and 
exalting Mr. Trump than on trying to 
help Republicans make inroads with 
undecided or skeptical Black voters.

“Somebody with a nice tan needs 

to say this: All lives matter!” declared 
Darryl Glenn, a commissioner of El 
Paso County, Colo., who is African-
American, in a line that drew a thun-
derous ovation from delegates.

Mr. Glenn repeatedly struck a 
moralizing tone. “If we really want 
to heal our communities, more men 
need to start stepping up and taking 
care of their children,” he said at one 
point. “Safe neighborhoods happen 
when fathers and mothers are in the 
home,” he said at another.

This convention has fewer Black 
delegates and speakers than any in 
two decades, according to several 
African-American Republicans who 
are regulars at party gatherings. 
The Republican National Committee 
could not provide definitive counts of 
delegates by race; one party official 
estimated that there were 80 Black 
delegates, but that was based on an 
informal crowd count that might have 
included people on the convention 
floor who were not delegates. There 
are 2,472 delegates in all.

Fred Brown, the chairman of the 
National Black Republican Council, 
said he had been going to Republican 
conventions since the 1970s and be-
lieved that this year’s convention was 
one of the Whitest in memory.

Another moment that unnerved 
some Republicans came when David 
Clarke Jr., the sheriff of Milwaukee 
County, declared that “blue lives mat-
ter” and argued that the Black Lives 
Matter movement was contributing to 
“a collapse of social order.” He also 
praised the acquittal of one of the 
Baltimore police officers charged in 
the death of Freddie Gray. 

“How we talk directly about a 

community of people, and how we 
talk indirectly about a community of 
people, matters,” said Michael Steele, 
who was the first Black chairman of 

the Republican National Committee. 
“Rudy’s not living in their neighbor-
hoods. And he doesn’t understand 
what’s motivating them.”

Black Republicans See a White Convention, Heavy on Lectures
•Even conservative Blacks like Michael Steele and 

Ward Connerly are turned off.  

Trump Appoints Omarosa to Head 
His African-American Outreach

Y
ou’re hired. 

Former Apprentice star 
Omaros Manigault has been 

appointed director of African-American 
outreach for  Donald Trump’s cam-
paign.  

“I am proud to serve in that role,” 
Manigault  said on MSNBC Monday.  “It 
is a very difficult time for our country, 
but the good thing I know is that I 
know Donald Trump at his heart … 
and I know what he can do in that 
role.”

“My reality is I’m surrounded by 
people who want to see Donald Trump 
as the next president of the United 
States who are African American,” 
Manigault added. “Donald Trump is 
focused on improving the conditions 
of African Americans in this country 
… unemployment in African-American 
community is at an all time high,” she 
said.

Manigault was known for her 
“intensity”on the 2004 season of The 
Apprentice.



Darryl Glenn, delivered some of the harshest statements about african americans 
during his speech Monday night at the Republican national Convention.  a conserva-
tive up and comer within the Republican Party, Glenn is currently a county commis-
sioner in El Paso County, Co (Colorado Springs).  a lawyer and retired air Force lt. 
Col, Glenn is running for a seat in the U.S. Senate.   
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T
he Obama administration will 
give Pell grants to about 12,000 
inmates in an effort to help 

them transition to life after prison 
— despite a law prohibiting inmates 
from receiving financial aid under the 
program.

The $30 million Second Chance 
Pell Grant program will be available 
to inmates at 141 state and federal 
correctional institutions, who will be 
able to use a federal Pell grant of up to 
$5,815 to pursue a two- or four-year 
degree from one of 67 approved col-
leges and universities.

State and federal inmates haven't 
been eligible for Pell grants in 22 
years, a vestige of the 1994 crime bill 
in which Congress explicitly prohibited 
inmates from receiving them.  At the 
time, 0.6% of Pell grants were going to 
inmates.

But the the Department of Educa-
tion is using a separate provision that 
allows it to conduct pilot programs: 

"We have called for Congress to 
reverse the mistake that was made in 
the mid '90s," Secretary of Education 

John King told USA TODAY. "That ban 
remains in place until Congress acts. 
We are using our experimentation 
authority under the Higher Education 
Act."

Leading the charge for the Second 
Chance Pell Grant program has been 
Dallas Pell of the Education from 
the Inside Out Coalition. It was her 
father, Sen. Claiborne Pell, D-R.I., who 
authored the popular college grant 
program. "We already know from 
statistics that access to education while 
in prison is hugely beneficial for the 
individual and the community," she 
said Thursday.

The Pell grants were one of a 
number of executive actions the 
White House is announcing Friday 
in an effort to keep up momentum 
on reintegration of convicted felons 
while Congress considers a number of 
criminal justice reform proposals. The 
Department of Labor is also announc-
ing more than $72 million in grants to 
give training and job search assistance 
to convicts — or young people at risk 
of becoming convicts.

Obama to give inmates Pell Grants 

A
irbnb has hired former United 
States Attorney General Eric 
H. Holder Jr. as an adviser to 

help create the company’s new anti-
discrimination policy, adding a big 
name to its battle to prevent people 
on its service from refusing minority 
and transgender customers.

In a blog post on Wednesday, Brian 
Chesky, chief executive of company, 
which helps arrange short-term rent-
als, wrote that the fight against bigotry 
is “the greatest challenge we face as a 
company.” He added, “While we have 
a policy that prohibits discrimination, 
we want this policy to be stronger.”

“Airbnb is committed to building 
a community where everyone can 
belong. I’m eager to help them craft 
policies that will be the model for 
companies who share Airbnb’s com-
mitment to diversity and inclusion,” 
wrote Holder.  

Airbnb has been grappling with 
a discrimination controversy since 
December, when Harvard research-

ers said it was 
harder for 
guests with 
African-Amer-
ican-sounding 
names to 
rent rooms 
through the 
service. That 
led to a spate of bad publicity for 
the company, including reports that 
some Airbnb hosts had rejected 
African-American and transgender 
travelers. The company has since 
removed some hosts for discrimina-
tory behavior.

Airbnb is also fighting a class-ac-
tion lawsuit filed this year that claims 
the company violated civil-rights laws 
related to housing discrimination. 
In court filings, Airbnb has argued 
that the suit should not go forward 
because the plaintiffs waived their 
rights to sue and agreed to arbitration 
when they accepted the company’s 
terms of use.

Airbnb Hires Eric Holder 
To Advise on Anti-Bias Policy
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W
e’re committed to continuing the Go 
Fund Me Campaign we kicked off 
one month ago  -- “Increase Com-

munity Voice Capacity --  until we reach out 
$75,000 goal.  

Beyond a few paid subscribers, in 23 years, 
we’ve never asked for or received a dollar from 
our readers.  We distribute our paper free of 
charge across the state to an estimated 25,000 
readers and if only a quarter of those readers 
appreciate us enough to contribute towards 
what they feel is a worthwhile publication, we 
should be able to reach our $75,000 Go Fund 
Me goal.  

This is a call to help us maintain and to 
expand the quality of our product.   Our small 
staff of mostly part-time employees work ex-
tremely hard to bring you a quality publication.  
We want to do more, but we currently work at 
a pace that’s difficult to maintain, and with our 
current staffing, it’s impossible to do more.  

That’s why a major use of the funds from 
our Go Fund Me campaign will be to hire 
additional staff. We need reporters.  Quality 
in-depth investigative reporting takes time and 
requires trained professionals, who demand a 
reasonable salary.    In addition, we’ll use the 

generated funds for several capital purchases.  
We need additional news racks for many of our 
distribution locations, our main production 
computers are antiquated and slow, our com-
puter software needs updating, and our decades 
old phone system is inefficient.  

Donations can be made online at www.go-
fundme.com.  Our campaign name is “Increase 
Community Voice Capacity.”  Donations can 
also be mailed or brought to our office.  Make 
checks payable to The Community Voice.  Dona-
tions can be mailed or brought to our office at 
2918 E. Douglas, Wichita, KS  67214.  

No donation is too small, or too large.  
THANK YOU  INITIAL CONTRIBUTORS and 
we thank those of you who anticipate support-
ing us in advance.  

Bonita Gooch Editor-in-Chief  

I
f you’re ready 
for the 2nd 
Annual Grub 

and Groove 
Festival, but just 
not sure how 
you’re going to 
pay for a ticket,  then we’ve got your back.  We’ll be 
giving away a free ticket each week heading up to the 
Aug. 27 event.  

Two weeks out, we’re giving away a ViP package, 
that includes a hotel night and $50 spending money 
for use at the festival.  of course you want to GRUB 
with your groove.  

entering is easy.  Like us on Facebook then com-
plete the online entry form.  We’ll regularly post the 
link to the entry form on our Facebook page -- www.
facebook.com/thecommunityvoice or you can ind the 
form on our website -- www.communityvoiceks.com.  
only people who like us on Facebook qualify to win.  

each week we’ll notify the winners by email and 
post their names on Facebook.  

You only need to enter once.  Your entry is 
good throughout the contest and duplicate 
entries will be tossed.  

Enter Online for 
Grub and Groove 
Ticket Giveaways 

Week 2 & 3 Winners:  

Claudia Gardner & 

Sharon Miller 

Go Fund Me Campaign Continues
•If you appreciate what we do, help us do more!

Thank You 
Go Fund Me Contributors  

Donations 
Received  

4 Anoymous Donors 
Lonnie Barnes 
Janice Bradley
Collen Cain
mavis Caroll-emory
Lauren 
     Cheeseborough
Bernice Dixon
Joyce Dixson
Kerry Dunn
Dale Goter 
elaine Guillory
modie holmes
Ron & Karen holt 
Averina hughes
Dr. Donald  Jackson
Robert Johnson
marrine Jones
irving Kelly

Billie Knighton
marilyn & Kemp  
     Lolar  0f m&m 
     Restaurant 
Rosie Lee Love 
mr. & mrs. Carl 
     nickles 
Sherman Padgett
Lisa  Ritchie
Walter Sanders
Bob Scott
Treva Smith
Djuan Wash
evette  Washington
Victor  White
Sterling White
Vivien Woods
marva Works
Geno’s Bar-B-Q 

> $2,000

   Please help The 
Community Voice 
Increase our Staf.  
We want to do More!

”

“ 
”

Campaign Name:  
Increase Community Voice Capacity
 

S

The biggest gathering 

of Kansas Democrats 

this year.  

ALL WORKSHOPS, MEETINGS AND SOCIAL EVENTS ARE FREE.    
TICKETS TO THE BANQUET ARE $100 OR $50 FOR CANDIDATES, THOSE UNDER 36, OR ON FIXED INCOME.
Tickets can be purchased online at ksdp.org, by phone @ (785) 234-0425 or by mail @ Kansas Democratic Party, P.O. Box 1914, Topeka, KS  66601.

FREE EVENT

”
“

Drury Plaza Broadview

400 W. Douglas

Wichita
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VETERANS, 
trying to go back to school?

CALL VETERANS
UPWARD BOUND

WE ALSO SERVE DEPENDENTS

• Academic Advising
• Computer Literacy

• Career Counseling

• Tutoring

WE CAN 
HELP.

(316) 978 - 6742

• Financial Ad Help• Financial Aid Help

Just A Kid From WichitA BAs-
KetBAll cAmp Aug 12-13 

Wichita Native D.J. Fisher, founder of Defin-
ing Sports, is sponsoring a two-day basketball 
camp at Lynette Woodard Recreation Center on 
Aug. 12 and 13, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. both days.  
The camp is open to boys and girls ages 6 – 18.  

Campers will experience a variety of sta-
tions specializing in basic to elite fundamental 
basketball skills and will participate in games 
and contests. Campers will be assigned to small 
groups based on their age and skill level to 
ensure each child gets maximum instruction.

Camp activities will include:  warm up, skills 
development stations, ball handling, passing, 
shooting, defense, rebounding, and free throws.  
In addition, skill work will focus on:  technique, 
mindset, tactics, improved performance and 
position specific training.  There will also be 
competitive scrimmages and in-game situation 
play against player of similar skill levels built 
into the training program.  

The cost for the two-day camp is $40/
participant and includes a daily hot lunch, 

cold drinks, a camp photo, camp t-shirt, 
autographed photos, and a photo w a special 
NBA guest.  Group rates are available for 
team, school, or other groups.  For additional 
information, contact Sara Smith at SaraSmith@
DefiningSports.com

Registration is online at: www.wichitacamps.
com.      

“sole purpose 3” sneAKer 
expo 

returns to WichitA 
Members of the sneaker community will 

unite to buy, sell and trade the latest and great-
est in sneaker fashion at Sole Purpose 3, July 
30, noon – 5 p.m. at Abode Venue, 1330 D. 
Douglas, Wichita.  

Last year, Sole Purpose attracted more 
than 500 people and the crowd is expected to 
grow.  There will be more than 40 tables full 
of sneaker displays and sneakers for sell or 
trade, plus seven sponsors from Dallas, OKC 
and Kansas City.  Sneaker enthusiast will come 
looking to make a deal, in hopes of acquiring 

that desired piece of footwear that they may 
have missed out on.  

Enjoy the atmosphere with a live DJ, Wichita 
food trucks and give aways that promoters say 
you’ll have to see to believe.  Tickets are $10 in 
advance or $15 at the door.  

Sole Purpose is a promotion of TheCRWN.  
Follow the event on Facebook.  

KAnsAns Are invited to 
connect in lAs vegAs  

They had so much fun last time, they’ve 
decided to do it again.  Kansans are invited 
to connect in LasVegas Nov. 7-11 for touring, 
sightseeing, fun, events, parties and of course a 
little gaming.  Come early or stay late.  For more 
information, follow the event on Facebook.  
Hotel and airline information is available at: 
http://aptatravel.com/3/miscellaneous3.htm 
then:  Roberta (702) 721-0208. 

 
WichitA mcAdAms tennis 
tournAment, July 30-31

Come play or watch talented players from 
across the Midwest and 
South when they gather at 

McAdams Tennis Courts for two-days of com-
petitive tennis and socialization.  The non-sanc-
tion/non-ranking United State Tennis Associa-
tion Tournament  will feature men singles, men 
doubles, womens singles,  women double, and 
mixed doubled and several competition levels. 

Entry per event is $25.  Registration deadline 
is July 26, 11:59 p.m.  For registration, go to 
www.mcadmastennis.com or to tennislink.
usta.com.  The USTA tournament number is  
400055516.  Alex Lee, the tournament director, 
can be reached at (316) 259-3023.  



 

MORE - LOCAL - FUN

We post great weekend activities, many 
that we receive between papers or that we 
didn’t have room for In our print edition. 

Looking for Some 
Weekend Fun 

Follow Us on 
Facebook  

M
ake the Catch!® ( MTC™) 
is a clothing line that was 
originally founded to sup-

port cancer awareness and athletics! 
The premise was there is nothing like 
supporting your team and represent-
ing someone that you know who has 
battled any form of cancer. However, 
based on customer demands, the line 
now encompasses a wider range of 
diseases, such as heart disease, Dia-
betes, Alzheimer’s, SIDS and more.  

A philanthropic line, MTC donates 
a portion of the proceeds from the 
sale of apparel to a health related 
charity.  Initially, a portion of sales 
will be donated to groups helping 
to motivate, educate and conduct 
cancer research.  

Dr. Rhea Rogers, the founder of 
RAR Innovative Enterprise, LLC, and 
creator of “Make The Catch! ®” 
(MTC™), is a cancer survivor who 
prefers the term cancer conqueror.  
She’s also a sport enthusiast and 
developed the concept of Make the 
Catch in Oct. 2012. 

An avid football lover, as she 

watched an NFL 
football game, 
she envisioned 
the answer to the 
NFL’s , and sports 
enthusiast, devel-
oped the concept. 
On October 1, 
2012, being an 
avid football lover, 
as she watched 
NFL football she 
envisioned the 
answer to the NFL’s 
partnership with 
the American Cancer Society and the 
“Crucial Catch” Campaign. 

The “Crucial Catch” Campaign, 
supports the fight against breast 
cancer by focusing on the importance 
of regular cancer screenings.  “I 
wanted people to ‘Make the Catch.’ 
I also wanted people to motivate 
and educate others to promote early 
detection of all cancers. Beyond 
breast cancer, Make the Catch! 
promotes awareness and prevention 
of all cancers in all people, because 

“we are more alike than 
unalike” – a concept 
taught to Rogers by 
the late great Dr. Maya 
Angelou.  

After stewing on the 
idea of Make the Catch, 
Rogers was motivated to 
complete a logo demon-
strating “Make the Catch 
by the untimely death of 
a young man she knew.   

With the completion 
of the foundation and 
non-profit status, grants 

will be awarded to provide educa-
tion on three components: Before 
The Catch (BTC), Make the Catch!® 
(MTC™) and After the Catch (ATC). 

MTC™ will launch on Fri., July 
29 at Newport Grill in Bradley Fair, 
5-7pm. At the launch, attendees will 
learn more about MTC and Cancer 
Awareness, meet the founder, listen to 
cancer conqueror stories, enjoy live 
music, view and purchase MTC™ at-
tire, and most importantly contribute 
to Cancer Research. 

New Clothing Line to Launch With 
Cancer Awareness and Sports Theme 

Dr. Rogers





Sedgwick county traSh couponS are 
Back

Sedgwick County has released its bulky waste coupon for 2016. 
They are once again offering residents a coupon for free disposal 
of bulky waste up to 1,000 pounds. Loads exceeding this limit are 
accepted, but will be subject to fees. You have to haul it, but with 
the coupon there will be no charge for disposing of it.

An online request form is available at: https://ssc.sedgwickcoun-
ty.org/couponrequest/ 

Or by call 660-9110. 
Residents must be prepared to present their name and address 

online or over the phone. Last year the coupons were mailed within 
one week of request. The coupons must be used by Nov. 5. 

The coupons will be accepted at the Waste Connections Transfer 
Station, 4300 W. 37th St. North, and Waste Disposal LLC Transfer 
Station at 5550 W. 55th St. South.

Only residents of Sedgwick County are eligible for the coupons.   
Bulky waste includes furniture, mattresses, appliances, electron-
ics and other items that haulers aren’t able to pick up, but NOT 
tires, items with Freon or hazardous materials. Businesses are not 
eligible.

convoy of hope hoStS community event 
in wichita

$1 Million Worth of Goods and Services Provided
Convoy of Hope will partner with local businesses, churches, 

government agencies and nonprofits during a community event 
in Wichita on Sat., Aug. 6, at Bethel Life Center, 3777 S. Meridian, 
beginning at 10 a.m.  

 During the event, Convoy of Hope and the Wichita commu-
nity will provide free groceries, health services, haircuts, family 
portraits, job services, a kids zone, a hot meal, veteran services and 
more. Identification is not required to attend and participate in the 
event. Everyone is welcome.

In 2015, more than 82,000 guests of honor were served by 
Convoy of Hope Community Events around the country.

 Convoy of Hope partners the National Breast Cancer Founda-
tion (NBCF) and Plum Organics will also be at the event. The NBCF 
provides education, support and early detection services to un-
derserved women in the community. Plum Organics will distribute 
organic food specifically created for babies, toddlers and school-
aged children.

 Learn more about the event by visiting convoyofhope.org/wichita

chriStmaS in July giveaway returnS 
Once again, the Kansas Southwest COGIC Jurisdiction, under the 

direction of Bishop Mark Gilkey, will sponsor their Christmas in 
July Giveaway.  The great giveaway will be on Sat., July 30, beginning 
at 9 a.m. - first come, first served – at 21st and Oliver.  

Giveaways include toys, books, school supplies, shoes and food, 
all until it’s gone. 

kanSel to Start new conStruction 
training claSS in auguSt  

KANSEL, a non-profit organization providing adult education 
services in Wichita, is offering a free seven-week construction train-
ing program for interested adults who are ready for employment in 
construction.    The next seven-week program begins Aug. 22 and 
applicants for this session should attend information sessions on 
Aug. h or 10.  

The KANSEL Construction Training Program teaches basic con-
struction skills using the National Center for Construction Education 
and Research (NCCER) core curriculum.  Students will receive 
instruction in construction math, materials handling, power tools, 
hand tools and construction drawings.  The course also includes 
a 10-hour OSHA safety course plus training to obtain a Class B 
CDL instructional permit.  Following the class, KANSEL staff assists 
students with job placement. 

“When a student completes our program we strive to get them in 
the construction workforce. Working with construction companies 
like Cornejo, Conco, Eby and Dondlinger, gives our students an out-
standing chance for employment,” explained Ronnie Floerchinger, 
Director of Operations at KANSEL. 

 The construction training program welcomes adults aged 18 
and over, and specifically encourages women and minorities to 
apply. 

  In addition to Construction Training, KANSEL provides adult 
education classes including GED preparation in English and Span-
ish and ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages).  , For 
more information call 263-9620 or stop by the KANSEL office at 
2212 E. Central.   

 
new county app to keep you connected
 New County App Can Help You Keep Connected 
Sedgwick County now has an app to keep citizens connected to 

the organization. The mobile app, Sedgwick County Government, 

is available for download in the App Store and Google Play.  This 
free app will help the public create an emergency kit, read County 
Facebook and Twitter posts without logging in to the social media 
platforms, receive notifications (news and weather), and much 
more! 

 The app provides quick access to the County’s website, informa-
tion about Commissioners, job postings, legal notifications, and 
allows citizens to report an issue or provide helpful ideas for the 
organization.  For the primary election on Tuesday, August 2, there 
is a tile for citizens to use to find their correct polling location too. 

 Information within the app will be updated as needed and 
changed based on County activity. 

regiSter for neighBorhood night out
 Mayor Jeff Longwell is encouraging neighborhoods to register 

their events for Neighborhood Night Out, which will be held Tues. 
Aug. 9,  from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 

“Neighborhood Night Out is a great way to get to know your 
neighbors so you can look out for one another and keep your area 
safe,” said Longwell..

 Neighborhood Night Out is an annual event that promotes 
neighborhood safety and combats crime by encouraging neighbors 
to get to know each other through neighborhood parties, picnics, 
cookouts and other social gatherings over one designated evening.

To encourage participation, the City will waive park fees for 
groups who want to hold their gathering in a neighborhood park.  
While supplies last, the City will also provide barricades at no 
charge to groups that want to block off a portion of the street for 
their event.  To request barricades or reserve a park, call 350-
3400. 

Register your party by visiting www.wichita.gov:
•Clickonthe“Government”tabandthen“Police;”
•Clickonthe“Forms”buttonandadropdownmenuwillap-

pear;
•Clickthelastitemonthedropdownmenuandilloutthe

Neighborhood Night Out registration form.
It’s up to neighborhoods to decide how to celebrate.  The op-

tionsarelimitless;theycanholdablockparty,picnic,icecream
social, cookout, etc. 

 Police Officers, Firefighters, elected officials and other City staff 
will attend as many of the neighborhood parties as possible. For 
more information, please contact the Wichita Police Department at 
268-4165.
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Community Briefs 

freelance writer, copy editor and math tutor.  

KS House, District 35
In heavily Democratic Wyandotte County 

this primary will probably be the decider, so 
there should be some excitement around this 
primary.  Incumbent Broderick Henderson is 
being opposed by Kimberly Lampkin, a data 
analyst at Grantham University.  Henderson 

rarely draws an opponent, so this may hint at 
a desire for change from the community.  

KS House, District 58
Ben Scott, a Democrat who was appointed 

late last year to fill an unexpired term has 
two opponents in the primary.  One opponent 
is recently retired Municipal Court Judge 
Vic Miller.  His other opponent is Democrat 
Brett Kell.  There isn’t a Republican opponent in this race, so 
the winner of the primary is the likely winner of the general 
election.  

Kansas House, 38

Willie Dove, an incumbent Republican has 
two opponents in his primary race.  The Dis-
trict covers part of Leavenworth County, parts 
ofBonnerSpringsandLansing;andpartof
Johnson County, including Gardner, Lenexa, 
and Olathe.  The candidate who wins the 
primary will be opposed by Mike Fonkert, the 
Democrat, who is an organizer of the Kansas 
Coalition Against the Death Penalty. 

Ks. House, 68 
Newcomer Nicholas Allbritton, a Republican, has two op-

ponents in his primary bid.  

DIVERSION,  
from page 2

Henderson

Scott Dove
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. MAKE THE CATCH APPAREL

Rhea Rogers, MD, FACOG

Obstetrician and Gynecologist 

               Make the Catch is a clothing line launched by Rhea in 

         support of cancer awareness and athletics.  Rhea, a breast cancer 

    conqueror, combined her love for the NFL and sports into this line that 

allows individuals to support cancer and their favorite sports and sports team.  

MTC has been endorsed by Adop-

tion Centres of Kansas, Inc., Can-

cer Center of Kansas, Custom RX, 

Make the Catch has been endorsed by:  Adoption Centre of Kansas, Inc. • Cancer Center of Kansas • 
Custom Rx • Golf Etc., • Heartland Black Chamber of Kansas • Heartland Pathology • J-BUGG LTD • 

Kustomize It, LLC • LAMIK • Mid Kansas Women’s Center • Sumo by Nambara • Wichita Black Nurses • 
Wichita Grand Opera • Witnessing in the Heartland, Inc.  

RSVP @ Eventbrite   •   All purchases the night of event 20% off 
Make the catch.com
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MUSIC CAMP

Dinner 5 - 5:45 p.m.    
Camp 6 - 8:30 p.m.
Ages 7-17

Camp under the direction of 
Min. Edward J. Peeples Sr.

An introduction to 

. 

August 1-5  

To register go to www.eventbrite.com and the event name is 

Mt. Gilead Music Camp or contact the church o�ce 316-651-5585. 

At St. Andrew’s Missionary Baptist Church 
3901 E. 25th St. N. 

 FREE  

Mt. Gilead Missionary Baptist Church,  Rev. Tarrance C. Floyd, Pastor-Teacher 

BRYNE DONALDSON
w/keyboardist  

In Concert 

3926 E. 13th St.  

$15 in advance

$18 at the door 

Kansas native Donaldson returns 

home on his CD release tour.  

 

“You’ve never heard a sax so smooth.”

3932 E. 13th St.  

Sun. Aug. 14

Smooth jazz saxophonist 

LAWRENCE ROSS 

Doors open at 5 pm 
 Show starts at 6 pm

Call Maggie at 655-6967 
or Stop by Kenmar Liquors 
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Black Lives Matter

B
lack Lives 
Matter.  
Three sim-

ple words, origi-
nally just a hash 
tag, it’s moved 
from the world 
of social media, 
to the streets and 
across the world.  
Finally, a new 
chapter in the 
long Black free-
dom struggle, and 
like struggles of 
the past, this one 
is dividing a coun-
try still struggling 
with racism.  

Black Lives 
Matter has be-
come an impas-
sioned rallying cry 
for some, while it 
is feared and de-
spised by others.  

More Than a MoMenT; a racial JusTice MoveMenT!

“
Black Lives Matter” – it’s a 
hashtag, a popular t-shirt slogan, 
a popular mantra for people 

protesting police violence against Afri-
can Americans and it’s a racial justice 
movement.  

Black Lives Matter turns three-years-
old this summer.  In the summer of 
2013, after George Zimmerman's ac-
quittal for the shooting death of Trayvon 
Martin, the movement began with the 
hashtag #BlackLivesMatter. The move-
ment was co-founded by three Black 
community organizers: Alicia Garza, 
Patrisse Cullors, and Opal TomeIt.  

The three-women insist that the 
movement remain loosely organized.  
Instead of stepping up as leaders of 
the movement, they call the movement 
“leaderfull” composed of many local 
organizations and leaders who step up 
in their communities.  

"The convenient narrative has been 
for people, for the media to say, 'Well, 
this was organized by Black Lives Mat-
ter'," said Tezlyn Figaro, a publicist for 
Next Generation Action Network, the 
group that organized the Dallas event. 
The rally "had no affiliation with Black 

Lives Matter."
The confusion flows in part from the 

decentralized structure of the Black 
Lives Matter organization and its found-
ers' desire that it remain open and 
inclusive.

"Not everyone who shows up at a 
demonstration is a full-fledged member 
of BLM, (but) they're welcomed and 
encouraged to participate," Melina Ab-
dullah, a representative of the group's 
Los Angeles chapter, said in a conversa-
tion with Reuters in June.

So, a Black Lives Matter March like 
the one held in Wichita, is more ac-
curately a group of people marching in 
support of the concepts supported by 
the Black Lives Movement.  While there 
are a few organizations officially associ-
ated with “Black Lives Matters,” more 
than a formal organization, Black Lives 
Matters is a movement.  

“We can’t affect national narrative, 
we can’t affect national legislation that 
comes down and affects local people if 
local people don’t push back and take 
a stand about what's happening in local 
communities,” said Chelsea Fuller of 
the Advancement Project, a California-

based nonprofit that works with grass-
roots justice and race movements.  

What is the movement about?

The most important directive of 
Black Lives Matter, founder Cullors told 
USA Today, is to deal with anti-Black 
racism, to “push for Black people’s 
right to live with dignity and respect” 
and be included in the American de-
mocracy that they helped create.

“This is about the quality of life for 
Black people, for poor people in this 
country,” said Umi Selah, co-director 
of Dream Defenders in Miami.  Though 
not officially affiliated, Dream 
Defenders and similar social 
justice groups often align 
themselves with Black Lives 
Matter.

 “The conception that all 
we’re mad about is police and 
policing is a strong miscon-
ception,” Selah said. 

“We are talking about the 
ways in which Black lives are 
deprived of our basic human 
rights and dignity,” writes 
BLM organizers on their web 

page.  
However the overwhelming focus 

of the organization during its first 
three years has been around the issue 
of police brutality.  It isn’t just about 
the killing of Blacks at the hands of 
police although the video tapping of 
many high profile cases has helped 
build the organizations case.  The 
movement is equally concerned about 
the unfair treatment and brutality of 
African-Americans at the hand of police 
officers.  It’s also about the lack of con-
sequence when Black lives are taken at 
the hands of police.  

Black Lives Matter: What or Who is it?

black lives matter Founders are: (l-r)  Patrisse 
cullors, la; alicia Garza, Oakland; and Opal 
tometi, brooklyn.  

Photo by Pictureman



N
annie Jones was a local 
civil rights pioneer  few people 
knew about until Wichita Eagle 

reporter Joe Stumpe wrote an article 
about her that ran this year in the 
Neighbors section of the March 16 
Wichita Eagle.  The cover photo that 
ran with the story about this coura-
geous hero, showed Nan’s grave in 
Maple Grove Cemetery unmarked and 
identified only by temporary red flags 
set there by the grounds crew.  The 
story and photo motivated a drive 
to raise funds for a monument to 
mark the graves of Nannie, and her 
husband Williams, who was buried 
beside her.  
The marker was unveiled during a 
brief ceremony  held Wed., July 20.  
Nan Jones was born in Missouri, a few 
years before the end of slavery.  By 
1908 she was living in Wichita, strong 
willed and about to take a stance.  She 
was married to William Jones, and 
by all indications they were middle 
class members of Wichita’s African-
American community.  William owned 
a pool hall, dabbled in real estate, 
and was the first Black detective on 
the Wichita police force.  

In 1908, 
Nannie 
became mad 
enough not 
to take it 
anymore.  
She had two 
free passes 
to Wichita’s 
Wonderland 
Park, report-
edly given to 
her husband 
for posting 
a flyer about 
Wonder-
land in the pool hall he owned.  
Wonderland was an entertainment 
attraction built on a sandbar island 
in the Arkansas River.  The attraction 
included rides, a swimming pool and 
a bandstand.  Nannie and a friend 
hoped to enjoy a fund afternoon at the 
park, but they were denied admis-
sions, obviously based on their race.  
A month later she sued and won.  
Records of the trial no longer exist, so 
Stumpe said he wasn’t sure if the jury 
decided the case because of chang-
ing sympathies in the community or 

because of a perceived breach of con-
tract, implied when the tickets were 
given to her husband in exchange for 
posting the signs.   
She originally asked for $5,000.  
However, a jury decided in her favor 
in 1909 and awarded her $400.  
“Memorials trigger us to think about 
stories,” said Harold George, during 
the unveiling story.  George, the trea-
surer of the Maple Grove Heritage As-
sociation, said he hopes people who 
see the monument and read Nannie’s 
story will get a little inspiration.  
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316-201-1660 

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals & Cremations
New generation . . .  for all generations!

615 W. Maple 
(Maple and Sycamore) 

From Denver, Colorado

Coming 
Gospel Harmony

99th Grant Chapel AME Church Anniversary 

2750 N. Hillside

3:30 p.m. 

Pastor LeSean Tarkington

Sunday, August 14, 2016

Monument for Civil Rights Pioneer Unveiled

community donations helped pay for the monument marking 
recently placed to mark the grave of local civil rights pioneer 
Nannie Jones.   
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All Sides Call Protests a Suuccess 

PHOTOS: 
1. After gathering at McAdams Park, protestors 
head east on 13th Street, marching all the way 
to Hillside and backs.  
2.  Protestors had a variety of signs including 
this painting of Malcolm X. 
3.  Fist held high was a regular gesture of 
protestors. 
4.  Nearly 50 highway patrol oficers blocked 
protestors’ access to I35 in all directions.  
5. If you’re tired of walking, get a ride. 
5.  Calling on Jesus for help.  
7.  Troopers were stoic even with faced within 
inches by protestors. 
8.  Enough Is Enough 
9.  Trafic was backed along 13th as protestors 
took their march to the street.  
10.  Media from all networks were on hand. 

1

2 3

4

5 6 7

8 9 10

Photos by Bonita Gooch 

A
bout 100 protestors, cheered on 
by an equal number of onlook-
ers, held a Black Lives Matter 

March in Wichita on Tuesday evening 
July 12.  The protests ended without 
any violence or negative interaction 
with the police, leading everyone  
-- both police and protestors – to 
classify the 
demonstration a 
roaring success.  

Informed 
early in the day 
about the march, 
Wichita Police 
Chief Gordon 
Ramsay made a 
decision to limit 
police interac-
tion with the 
protestors.  He 
kept officers 
in the area, 
in case things 
became violent 
or an incident 
occurred. The 
protestors did 
however interact 

with the Kansas Highway Patrol, when 
they tried to gain access to Interstate 
135.  About 50 troopers block all en-
try and exit points to the interstate at 
13th Street and the troopers remained 
stoic when taunted by protestors.  
The troopers blocked off About 50 
troopers blocked off all access to the 

interstate at 13th street.  Protestors 
were allowed to demonstrate their 
concern about police brutality with 
minimum disruption.  

The multi-cultural crowd of protes-
tors marched from 13th at McAdams 
Park to Hillside and back, in what was 
about a three hour demonstration.  

1



1. Men of Excellence  honoree Darrel Pope 
receives his award from Community Voice 
Editor-in-Chief Bonita Gooch
2.  Men of Excellence Honorees (Front 
Row L-R) Darrell  Pope, Charles Knox, 
Kerry Gooch, and Joseph Shepard 
(Back Row L-R)  Dennison Woods, Larry 
Dennis, Lincoln Montgomery and Steven 
Massey.  Not pictured:  Wade Moore, Tar-
rance Floyd and Brandon Cheeks.
3. Honorees Larry Dennis and Denni-
son “Bones” Woods shared basketball 
memories
4. The Men of Excellence special section 
from the June 23 issue of The Community 
Voice was a favorite read at the reception.  

5.  Honoree Charles Knox gives out a yell 
and the light-hearted event.  
6.  Honoree Kerry Gooch shows off his 
award to his family members.  
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1. 2.

3. 4. 5. 6.

Men of Excellence  
Honored at Reception

T
he 2016 Men of Excellence and their guest gathered 
for a reception in their honor on Thur., July 14 at 40 
Plus Event Center.  In addition to receiving an award 

commemorating their recognition, individual videos high-
lighting each honoree’s accomplishments were premiered.  
The videos are now available for viewing online at www.
communityvoiceks.com.  Check them out to learn more 
about these great men.  The reception was co-sponsored by 
Westar Energy.

T his was the first year for the Men of Excellence Program 
sponsored by The Community Voice.  The program hon-
ored men from across the state in 6 areas of excellence as a 
way to bring positive attention to African-American men.  

Photos by PicturemanPHoToS:

I
t was a 153 years ago when President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proc-
lamation Celebration freeing the slaves and 

it was long after that, when the African-American 
community in Hutchinson began celebrating 
the signing with an annual celebration.  This 
year, from Aug. 4-7 Hutchinson will hold their 
127th continuous Emancipation Proclamation 
Celebration.   

Darrell Pope, a member of the event planning 
team since the 1970s says he can remember 
attending the celebrations when he was a kid.  
During segregated times, Pope says place like 

the pool and Convention Hall, that weren’t usu-
ally open to Blacks were made available.  

That was then, but now, the event is more 
inclusive than ever.  With the running theme 
“Hands Working Together,” the celebration 
attracts a diverse audience for the four days 
of activities.  In addition, the event attracts 
Hutchinson natives back home from all across 
the coutnry and people who appreciate a good 
time from across the state.  Join them.  

Participants are also wanted for the  parade.  
For more information call Darrell at (620) 669-
7202 or (620) 664-8184 after 1 p.m. , M-F. 

Thursday

• 7 p.m. “42” the 2013 movie about Jackie 
Robinson, at the Fox Theater.  Free and open 
to the public.  
Friday
• 8 to 10 p.m. Jazz in the Park Avenue A Park 
(free hot dogs and lemonade)
Saturday
• 7:30 a.m. 3-on-3 Basketball, Avenue E and 
Main

• 10 a.m. Emancipation Parade, Main Street 
from 12th Avenue to Avenue F
• Noon Picnic in the Park, Home Builders 
Shelter in Carey Park
• 9 p.m. Old School Jam Dance, Domestic Arts 
Building at the Kansas State Fairgrounds 
Sunday
•3 to 6 p.m. GospelFest, Stringer Fine Arts 
Center, 600 E. 11th Ave. (free ice cream and 
cake)

Schedule of Events 

Hutchinson to Celebrate 127th Emancipation 
Proclamation Celebration Weekend 





JU
LY

 21, 2016   |    T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
U

n
iT

Y
 V

o
iC

e

13

B
L

A
C

K
 L

IV
E

S
 M

A
T

T
E

R
B

LA
C

K
 LiV

e
S

 m
A

T
T

e
R

Misconceptions About Black Lives Matters

Black Lives Matter

A 
lot of people are mad or just confused 
about the Black Lives movement."

That’s especially true in recent weeks. 
Over the course of just a few short weeks, there 
were two high-profile killings of Black men by 
police in Louisiana and Minnesota, followed by 
the targeted killing of five police officer in Dallas 
at the tail end of a protest against police brutal-
ity, followed a little more than a week later by 
the death of three-police officers in Baton Rouge 
at the hand of another Black activist.  

BLM Condones Violence 
Black Lives Matter released a statement after 

both police shootings, condemning the actions.  
The organization disavowed the violence in a 
post on its web page.

"This is a tragedy—both for those who have 
been impacted by yesterday's attack and for our 
democracy," it said, after the first shooting.  

"There are some who would use these events 
to stifle a movement for change and quicken 
the demise of a vibrant discourse on the human 
rights of Black Americans. We should reject all 
of this. Black activists have raised the call for an 
end to violence, not an escalation of it."

Besides the Misconception that Black Lives 
Matters Supports Violence, here are a few other 
misconceptions:  

Black Lives Matter Are Anti Cop 
“This movement is not an anti-people move-

ment; therefore it is not an anti-police-officer 
movement. Most police officers are just everyday 
people who want to do their jobs, make a living 
for their families, and come home safely at the 
end of their shift,” writes representatives of 

BLM.  On the flip 
side, they write, 
“Police officers 
are involved in 
a system that 
criminalized 
Black people, and 
that views Black 
people as unsafe 
and dangerous 
and does not see 
Black people as 
taxpayers who 
deserve to be 
protected and 
served just like 
everyone else.  

BLM is not 
trying to make the 
world unsafe for 
police officers; 
it wants to make 
police officers 
less of a threat to 
communities of color.  

The Black Church Has No Role In 
BLM

Unlike the Civil Rights Movement, where the 
Black Church was a centerpiece of the move-
ment, this current movement has a very different 
relationship to the church.  The movement wel-
comes Black churches and preachers have been 
on the ground helping since the early day.   But 
BLM leaders reject any conservative, pray-only, 
passive theology.  The “movement pastors” who 
have positioned themselves at the forefront of 

the movement are known for their willingness to 
think of church beyond the bounds of a physical 
structure or traditional worship, they are rei-
magining what notions of faith and church look 
like, and radically transforming the idea of what 
the 21st-century Black church should be.

The Movement Has No Respect for 
Elders.

The BLM movement is an intergenerational 
movement. The Wichita movement was proof 
of that, but it was evident those who marched 
in the 60s aren’t still physically up to march-
ing in 2016.  Marchers, protesters and even 

leaders in the BLM are younger and typically 
represent a new generation stepping up to lead.  
In some areas, the transition from old to new 
has progressed seamlessly.  However, there 
have been schisms and battles between younger 
and older movers about tactics and strategies. 
The BLM approach in no way resembles the 
passive well behaved approach of the Civil Right 
Movement and is more closely aligned with the 
Black Liberation movement of the 70’s, with the 
leaders believing all people should be treated 
with dignity and respect, regardless of they look 
or speak.  

God Squad Formed 

Trio Establish Themselves as Leaders of Local Movement For Change

C
hief Gordon Ramsay announced the formation of the 
God Squad, a group of ministers who will meet with 
the Chief on a monthly basis.  

“We will mediate for our community to hold our Police 
Department Accountable,” said Pastor Roosevelt DeS-
hazer, president of the Wichita ministerial League and one 
of eight initial members of the God Squad.  

Vice-mayor Lavonta Williams said the God Squad will 
also be called out to incidents in the community to help 
deescalate situations and to pray. 



PHOTO:  Pastor Roosevelt DeShazer, president of the Wichita 
Ministerial League, told the crowd at the First Step Picnic in 
McAdams Park about the role of the newly announced God 
Squad.  Behind him (L) is Pastor Herman Hicks, a member of 
the God Squad.  On his right is Vice-Mayor Lavonta Williams, 
who brought the idea of the God Squad to the community after 
seeing it in action in Texas.  

 Djuan Wash Brandon Johnson A.J. Bohanon 

T
he accolades were numerous, with even 
Police Chief Gordon Ramsay calling the 
event a success.  With the success of the 

follow-up picnic in mcAdams Park, the three 
have clearly solidiied themselves as leaders of 
the local movement for change.  

A.J. Bohannon irst stepped to the forefront, 
following the shooting death of Trayvon martin.  
You may remember, he launched a protest after 
he was asked to leave Towne east mall for 
wearing a hoodie.  Brandon Johnson, has been 
working in the community with his non-proit 
organization Community operations Recovery 
empowerment, inc.  The organization, works 
to empower the community through an array of 

projects as diverse as community gardens and 
expungement workshops.  Until recently, Wash 
was a community organizer with Sunlower 
Community Action, and worked with the group 
on a number of issues include revising payday 
loans and voter empowerment.  

The three are no longer Wichita’s future lead-
ers.  Their position as leaders is clear.  They’ve 
gained not only the respect of Ramsay, but the 
mayor Jeff Longwell and the local media.  The 
good news is the trio work closely with other 
organizations and still recognize the wisdom of 
older community leaders and see a place for 
them in advancing a positive agenda for the 
community.  
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24 2016 Summer Olympics

A
gainst a backdrop of economic recession, 
the impeachment of Brazil’s president 
Dilma Rousseff, a Zika epidemic, resurgent 

crime and water pollution, the 2016 Summer 
Olympics are set to start in Rio de Janeiro Brazil 
on Aug 3 and concludes on Aug. 21.  

Between television and online coverage, 
the Rio Olympics are expected to be the most 
watched and the most accessible Olympics in 
history.  If you’re looking to enjoy the games, 
here are a few athletes to watch in unexpected 
sports.  

Swimming  
Lia Neal is a 21-year-old Brooklyn, New York 

native and Simone Manuel, 19, from Sugar Land, 
Texas, will both compete on the USA Ladies Swim 
team in the 4x100 freestyle.  This is the first 
time two Black women will compete on the U.S. 
Swim Team at the same time.  In addition to the 
relay, Manuel will also compete in the 40-meter 
freestyle.  

The two ladies are good friends and team-
mates on the Stanford University swim team.  
This is the second Olympics for Neal.  She won a 
bronze medal in the 4x100 freestyle relay at the 

2012 Olympics in London.  
On the men’s team, former Olympian medal-

ists Cullen Jones just missed making this year’s 
team.  Jones, the winner of four Olympic medals, 
used his position as a platform to create aware-
ness for inner-city swimming.  This may be the 
end for competitive swimming for the 32-year-
old.  

Water Polo  
From that meager beginning in a Miami 

community pool, Johnson has earned a spot 
as the goalkeeper on the USA water polo team.  
Both Asleigh and her sister Chelsea play for the 
Princeton team. At 6’-she covers so much goal 
with her long wingspan.  

Fencing 
Daryl Homer, 26, read about fencing in a 

dictionary when he was 5-years-old and says he 
begged his mother to let him take up the sport. A 
two-time Junior World medalist, Homer finished 
sixth at the 2012 Olympic Games and made 
history in 2015 when he won a silver medal at 
the Senior World Championships -- becoming 
the first U.S. man ever to win a medal in saber at 

the event. 

Gymnastics 
Four years ago a petite, 

timid Gabby Douglas was 
the star of the summer 
Olympics, capturing the all-
around gold medal in Lon-
don.  Douglas, 20, would 
like to be the first gymnast 
to successfully defend the 
gymnastics all-around title 
at the Olympic Games, but 
standing her way is her 
teammate Simone Biles.  

Biles, 19 and just 4’, 
8”, is the most decorated 
elite gymnast in American 
history.  She has amassed 
three world gymnastics 
all-around titles and 14 
world-championship med-
als in just three years. Biles finished 1st in the 
Olympic Trials.  After falling off the beam on two 
occasions, Douglas finished 7th and only a deci-
sion by the team coaches secured her a place on 

the five-woman team.  
Look for both to light up the stadium.  How-

ever, barring any major fumbles, Biles will take 

Unexpected Sports Worth Watching During the Upcoming Olympics

See OLYMPICS, page 23

Gabby Douglas,(L) the darling of the 2012 u.S. Gymnastics Team, has 
some serious competition from her teammate and three time world #1 
Simone Biles.  Read more about them and other athletes participating 
in not so typical sports.   
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