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online processing of financial 
transactions, money moves at the 
speed of the internet.  Robert Giltner 
of Sheshunoff Management Services, 
a third party vendor that provides 
overdraft loan consulting services, 
admits “electronic transactions are 
part of the reason for the doubling in 
overdraft volume in 10 years,” admit-
ted Giltner. “As velocity increases, 
as things clear faster, ... customers 
are not able to respond as fast on 
the deposit side as they are on the 
transaction side.”

In a testimony during a con-
gressional committee hearing on 
Overdraft Protection, Atty. Chi Chi 
Wu, with the National Consumer Law 
Center was particularly disturbed 
by what she sees as the particularly 
deceptive practice of banks approv-
ing overdrafts on debit transactions.  
While these transactions are on-line 
and real time, banks still confirm 
the availability of funds and set up an 
overdraft of the customer’s account.    

“Intentionally permitting overdraft 
loans for ATM and debit card transac-
tions is an especially egregious prac-
tice, which serves no other purpose 
except to rack up enormous fees for 
banks,” testified Wu.  The decision of 
a bank to program its computers to 
permit overdrafts when there are no 
funds is a deliberate and unfair act.

While financial institutions defend 
overdraft loans by claiming they save 
consumers from merchant penalties, 
late charges, and embarrassment, WU 
contends there is little or no truth to 
their defense.  Because debit card 
transactions are at the point-of-sale, 
if the transaction is declined or at 
least the consumers warned that they 
are about to overdraw their account, 
the consumer often has the ability 
to undo the transaction (i.e. put the 
merchandise back on the shelf) or 
use an alternative form of payment 
without incurring a hefty penalty. 

“While there is a third party 
involved and perhaps a chance of 
slight embarrassment if a transaction 
is declined, that risk is preferable to a 
hefty $20 to $35 fee per each transac-
tion,” observed Wu.

Banks also often defend permit-
ting overdraft loans by ATM and debit 
card by turning around and blaming 
the consumer. They argue that the 

consumer has failed to keep track of 
his or her transactions, and lacks 
“personal responsibility.”  Again, Wu 
doesn’t agree, instead saying banks 
have programmed their system to 
permit and encourage these so-
called transgressions.  
“The bank could easily re-program 
its computers to decline overdrawn 
debit card transactions without im-
posing a fee, like they used to,” said 
Wu.  “The banks’ actions are akin to 
putting a trip wire in front of a per-
son, then blaming the person when 
they trip. While the person may not 
have been careful in watching the 
ground, the bank bears responsibil-
ity for laying down the trip wire in 
the first place.”
Another defense of financial institu-
tions is that individuals have “opted 
in” to the overdraft protection 
program.  That’s true.  Financial 
institutions are required to get your 
approval for the overdraft program.  
Many people may not remember 
“opting in,” but many financial pro-
fessionals recommend “Opting out.”  

How you can reduce or 
eliminate overdraft fees?
•You can opt out of overdraft 
protection programs anytime. 
This means that your debit or ATM 
card may be declined if you don’t 
have enough money in your ac-
count to cover a purchase or ATM 
withdrawal. However, it also means 
you won’t be charged for these 
transactions.
•Link your checking account to 
a savings account. If you over-
draw your checking account, your 
bank will take money from your 
linked savings account to cover the 

difference. You may be charged a 
transfer fee when this happens, but 
it’s usually much lower than the fee 
for an overdraft.
•Ask your financial institution 
if you’re eligible for a line of 
credit or linked credit card to 
cover overdrafts. You may have 
to pay a fee when the credit line is 
tapped, and you will owe interest 
on the amount you borrowed, but 
this is still a much cheaper way to 
cover a brief cash shortfall.
•Track your balance as care-
fully as you can and sign up 
for low balance alerts to let you 
know when you’re at risk of over-
drawing your account. If you have 
regular electronic transfers, such 
as rent, mortgage payments or util-
ity bills, make sure you know how 
much they will be and on what day 
they occur. You also need to know 
when the funds you have deposited 
become available for your use.
•Shop around for a different 
account. Get a copy of your bank 
or credit union’s list of account 
fees, or ask about them, then 
compare them with account fees 
at other banks or credit unions. 
Assess your habits honestly and 
consider penalty fees, such as 
overdraft and non-sufficient funds 
charges, as well as monthly main-
tenance, ATM surcharge, and other 
service fees. 

When comparing banks or 
credit unions, also consider fac-
tors such as the hours of opera-
tion, locations, access to public 
transportation, available products 
and services, and reputation for 
customer service.

MERCY HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY

Home Health Aides (HHA) needed
Part-time doing Home visits
Fax Resume to 316-263-0000
Or Call 316-263-1511 or 316-734-2218

OVERDRAFT,  
from page 4REGIONAL

  CALENDAR 
april 23 Topeka Neigh-
borhood Resource Expo The 
Topeka community is invited to 
attend the 2016 Neighborhood 
Resource Expo from 9 -11 a.m. 
at Washburn Tech., 5724 SW 
Huntoon, Building A, 1st floor.  
The expo is sponsored by the City 
of Topeka Division of Community 
Engagement. 
Come learn more about resources 
available in the community.  A 
variety of social service agen-
cies and organizations will be in 
attendance to provide information 
on their services.  A light breakfast 
will be served.  A light lunch will 
be served.  

30 Topeka E-Cycle Event Bring 
your broken or outdated elec-
tronic items  -- anything that plugs 
into a wall or takes batteries – for 
recycling at this event from 9 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. at   MRC Recycling  at the 
intersection of 8th and Madison.  
While some items can be disposed 
for free, there will be a small fee 
from $20 to $50 for some larger 
items, like TVs, projectors and 
consoles.   Last year, this event 
attracted roughly 650 people 
and collected more than 90,000 
pounds of materials for recycling. 
 
May 6 Kansas City 2016 
Most Powerful Voices Gospel 
Celebration  Featuring Grammy 
Award Winning Gospel Artist Erica 
Campbell  This event, sponsored 
by the Multicultural Initiatives 
Department of the American 
Heart Association and American 
Stroke Association is bringing this 
free program to the community 
to encourage individual to join 
them to work together to create 
a culture of health.  The event 
begins with a Healthy Communities 
Expo on Fri., May 6 hosted by St. 
James United Methodist Church, 
5540 Wayne Ave., K.C., Mo.  The 
concert will begin at 7:30 p.m.    
Participants who attend the Health 
& Wellness Expo  and complete the 
"Life Is Why" passport will receive 
"Preferred Seating" at the concert.  

Research Medical Center is also a 
partner for this event.  

7 Stop the Violence March and 
Rally   Calling upon all citizens: 
Black and White, community lead-
ers, pastors, elected officials, and 
civic leaders to take a unified stand 
against violence in the African-
American community, at 10 a.m. 
on the Kansas State Capital Steps.  
For more information call 785-
383-0353 for more information.

7-8 Kansas Sampler Festival For 
the 27th year, the Kansas Sampler 
Festival will acts as a launch to the 
statewide travel season.  The larg-
est outdoor travel show in the state 
attracted nearly 12,000 in 2015 to 
discover what there is to see, do, 
hear, taste, buy, sip and learn in 
Kansas.  
This is the first of two years the fes-
tival will be held in Winfield, with 
nearly 300 exhibitors from 150 
communities.  Kansas musicians 
on three different stages and his-
toric performers showcase them-
selves for hire; food vendors either 
promote a restaurant or serve a 
food product made in Kansas or 
an ethnic recipe. A wine and beer 
tent features six Kansas wineries, a 
distillery and two microbreweries. 
The festival hours are Sat., May 7 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sun., May 
8 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission 
is $5 for adults and $3 for children 
ages 7-12.  Children 6 and under 
are free.

26 Manhattan  2nd Annual 
Veryl Switzer Golf Classic at 
Colbert Hill Golf Course.  This 
event begins with registration at 11 
a.m. and scramble play at 1 p.m.  
Registration is $125 per person 
or $400 for a team of 4.  The 
Nicodemus Educational Camps and 
Kansas Black Farmers cosponsor 
the tournament with proceeds ben-
efitting the Nicodemus Educational 
Camps for Youth.  To register call 
(785) 236-9014 or go online to 
nicodemuscamps.com.   c
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2016 Financial Freedom Expo a Success

T
his year’s Financial 
Freedom Expo was 
a “don’t miss” day 

of financial education, 
but if you missed it,  here 
are a few highlights. The 
theme for the expo was 
“Money in the Bank?”  
Some of the best finan-
cial educators, planners 
and service providers 
were on hand and con-
ducted  workshops about 
everything from building 
credit,  how to get out of 
debt, avoiding financial 
traps, homeownership, 
college planning, genera-
tional wealth and more.  

Children enjoyed the 

Kid’s Zone that included 
a great mix of financial 
related learning experi-
ence for youth, including 
a set and workshop built 
around the book, “Uncle 
Jeb’s Barbershop.” 

Sidney King, Regional 
President for Liberty 
Bank’ and Trust was 
the guest speaker.  King 
encouraged participants 
to build a relationship 
with ytheir bank before 
they make the “ask.”  

Attendees who 
attended at least two 
workshops and visited 
ten vendors were able 
to spin the “Wheel of 

Fortune” for cash and 
other prizes.

 

Photos by Bonita Gooch

8

9

PhoToS:
1. Ron estes, Kansas 
State Treasurer, and 
Sidney King, Regional 
President of Liberty 
Bank and Trust.  The 
Treasurer’s Ofice is 
a big supporter of the 
expo and King was the 
event’s keynote speaker.  
2.  Winston Stith pres-
ents a workshop on Get-
ting into the investment 
housing Business
3. A few of the kids who 
attended the Kids Zone 
stop by the barbershop
4. Dorothy Brown, FDiC, 
was an expo exhibitor.  
FDiC is also an expo 
supporter.  
5.  margaret Gradner 

1

2 3 4

6 7

10 11

to a spin on  “Wheel of 
Fortune.”
6.  Dreamcatchers’ Stan 
Webb has a lighthearted 
conversation with Marquis 
murphy, yeeP  Ceo and his 
wife Jennifer.
7. Thoyce Sheperd and 
Frankie mason were among 
the attendees in one of 
the workshops provided. 
8.  Chief Bob Thompson 
prepared lunch for all in 
attendance.
9.  Barbara Mackey and 
Trudy Baker registered 
people to vote.
10.  many of the popular 
workshops were full to 
overlowing.  
11.  Freedom Equity Group 
members were among the 
20 expo vendors  (L-R) mark 
and Ashley Sanders and 
Stephanie Stovall.
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T
he Community Voice team is testing 
distribution of the paper in free distri-
bution news racks in the entry foyer of 

three Topeka-area Dillons.  The stores, chosen 
specifically to target our readers are:  

•BrookwoodPlaza,2815SW29th
•FlemingPlaza,4015SW10th
•Dillonsat29thandCalifornia

“We’repleasedtobeabletobroadenour
distribution in the Topeka area,” said Elaine 
Guillory,Voicedistributioncoordinator.“We’ll
make a decision about continuing each of the 

locationsfollowingour60-day
trial that will continue through 
April.30.Stopinandpickthe
papersupor,they’llgoaway.”

C
huck Byrd of Platform Entertain-
ment has announced the date for 
the 2016 Grub and Groove Festi-

val.  This year, the festival will be held on 
Sat., Aug. 27 at Jabara Airport.  

While the location will be the same, 
Byrd says expect a bigger and better fes-
tival.  Last year, Platform held a Grub and 
Groove held a similar festival in Kansas 
City, just weeks before the Wichita event.  
This year, that event is out and he’s 
promoting Wichita as the place to be.  
He’s marketing the festival as far north 
as Omaha and south to OKC.  He’s even 
planning to bus people in for the festival.  

A few other planned changes and/or 
improvements include:  

•A bigger footprint  That’s more 
room for more people and room to 
spread out and moves the vendors 
further away from the concert area.  

•Two ticket levels only  Last 
year, there were three ticket levels, 

this year there will be just two -- general 
admission and VIP 

•Offsite parking with a shuttle  Although 
parking wasn’t outrageous last year, with 
more people expected to attend, Byrd is 
planning ahead to circumvent potential 
problems.  

•Tickets go on sale June 1.  Stay 
tuned, we’ll be promoting advance ticket 
giveaways and/or discounts with contests 
around the announcement of the 2016 
artist lineup.  

C
ongratulations to the winners 
of tickets to see “The Master of 
Funk” George Clinton in concert 

on Fri., April 29 at The Cotillion Ballroom, 
11120 W. Kellogg, Wichita.  
Winners are: 
•Barbara James 
•Thomas Hanks 
•Kelly Robinson 
•Alvin Robinson 
•Linda Johnson
•Brent Eckels
•Timmi Jackson
•AJ Jones  

Winning was easy. These individuals 
went online and entered at www.com-
munityvoiceks.com.  Their names were 
drawn from the completed entries.  

If you didn’t win, tickets are still 
available  for $29.50 in advance and 
$35 the day of the show.  All tickets are 
general admission with open seating, 
so you might want to show up early for 
the best seating.  Doors open at 7 p.m. 
and the show begins at 8 p.m.  The 
opening act will be Rudy Love and the 
Love Family.  
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Save the Date 

Congratulations 

George ClintonTicket Winners

Voice Testing Distribution 
In Three Topeka Dillons

Win Tickets to See Blue’s Guitarist Buddy Guy 
May 19 • The Cotillion Ballroom, Wichita 
Register online @ www.communityvoiceks.com • deadline to enter May 6









First let me say, I take this time to write this 
letterbecausePost273isanimportant
anchor in our community and if we lose 

ourPostmanyofusveteranswillhavenoplace
to go to enjoy, share concerns and assist our 
fellow comrades. Our entire community would 
suffer. 

FromadistanceI’vewatchedourpost
muddle through a year of turbulence and dys-
function.Becauseofinightingandmisguided
inancialpracticesthePostwentfromasolid
inancialpositionwithpositivebankaccount
balancesandaproductivecommunityoutreach
program to a position of barely making ends 
meet,eventotheextentofforegoingneeded
maintenance.Fortunately,wereitnotforthe
attention to details by Comrades Green and 
Haamidintheirrespectiverollsofinanceand
membershipmatterswouldbeworse.However,
in spite of short comings, there appears to be 
an emerging air of optimism and a feeling that 
thePostisonthemend.

The recent election of soon to be seated new 
oficials,presentsanexcellentopportunityfor
the membership to set aside differences and 
moveforwardforthegoodofthePost.Ihave

observedCommanderelectGreggJonesper-
form as interim House Manager. He appears to 
havethebusinessacumenandpeopleskillsto
be a great Commander. Also to his credit he has 
not been around long enough to get caught up 
inspecialinterestcliques.1stVice-Commander
ElectSharonBurnettisintelligent,articulate,
nononsenseanddedicated.Shenotonlytalks
thetalk;shedoesthework.I’veworkedwith
both trustees elect Carlton Cooper and Reggie 
McDaniel. They are both knowledgeable former 
trustees, who know the important history and 
operationofthePost.Theywilllistentoall
creditableviewsandworkforthebestinterest
oftheentirePost273body.

Iwillnotseektoinvolvemyselfintheopera-
tionofthePost,butwillhelpoutinanywayI
can from to time to time if needed and called 
upon.Likewise,IurgeallPost273members;
Legionnaires,Auxiliary,SonsofLegionnaires,
and Legion Riders alike to bury hatches of 
battlespast.Joinmeandgivethisnewadmin-
istration a reasonable “ honeymoon” to mend 
ourillsandmoveourPostforward.Forthe
goodofthePost!
                              Al Hill

Opinions:  Yours Not Ours!

American Legion Post 273 on the Mend

T
oday,theBlackLivesMatterNationalNet-
workalongwithMillionHoodiesforJustice,
theBlackAllianceforJustImmigrationand

othersjoinedColorOfChange’seffortstoendthe
corporatecontroloftheCongressionalBlack
CaucusPoliticalActionCommittee.Forallofus,it
isextremelyimportanttomakesureBlackelected
officials know that they are accountable to our 
communities, not their corporate benefactors.

LikeBlackLivesMatter,theCBCwascreatedin
responsetotheneedsofBlackpeople.Organized
sevenyearsafterthepassingoftheCivilRights
Act,itismeanttoremedypervasiveanti-Black
lawmaking and to course-correct legislators 
whoseinterestsencroachontherightsofBlack
people.Fastforward45yearsandtheCBChas
tripledinsizebutregressedonitsmission.Which
makesuswonder,inatimewhenBlackpeople
needmoreprotectionsmorethanever,doesthe
CBCcaremoreaboutcorporationsthanitdoes
about constituents?

SinceColorOfChangelaunchedthiscampaign
alittleoveramonthago,someofthenewer
andmoreprogressivemembersoftheCongres-
sionalBlackCaucushaveraisedthiscampaign’s

concerns with their colleagues. Unfortunately, the 
BlackCongressionalestablishmentthatleadsthe
CaucusandthePAChavecontinuedtoexplainthat
thisishowthingsaredoneinWashington.Why
istheCBCstandingwithcorporatelobbyistsand
optingfora‘businessasusual’approachinstead
ofdemandinganendtostateviolenceagainst
Blackpeople?

The unchecked influence of corporate money 
inpoliticshurtsBlackpeoplemorethanalmost
anyothercommunity.Asjustoneexample,
theCBCPAChastakenthousandsofdollarsin
contributionsfromlobbyistsfortheprivateprison
industry.Thesefolksarepaidtokeepprivate
prisonsopenandproitable,buttheCBCPAC
thinks it is fine to accept their money at a time 
whentheBlackcommunityisasunitedaseverin
our efforts to end mass incarceration.

IftheCBCisnolongerbeholdentothepeople
but instead to corporate profits, there must be 
consequences. The time is now for the mem-
berstheCBCtoliveuptotheirvaluesandour
expectationsandtoprioritizeconstituentsover
corporations.
 Alicia Garza, #BlackLivesMatter 

End Corporate Control of Congressional Black Caucus 





Worse Than PayDay Loans?
Overdraft Protection 
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IS YOUR BANK 

DRAINING 

YOUR 

ACCOUNT?  

O
verdraft loans have evolved 
from an occasional bank-
ers’ practice, truly meant as 

an accommodation, into a high cost 
credit product that rakes in billions 
for banks every year. Generally under 
overdraft programs, if you overdraw 
on your account, your institution pays 
for the transaction and charges you a 
fee. Your bank will also require you 
to repay the overdraft amount out of 
your next deposit. 

Prior to overdraft loans, banks 
traditionally returned a consumer’s 
check if the consumer did not have 

sufficient funds in his/her account 
to cover the check. The bank would 
charge the consumer a non-sufficient 
funds (NSF) fee as a penalty, to 
discourage the consumer from writing 
checks without funds on deposit to 
cover them. The consumer might 
also be charged a second fee by the 
merchant. 

In some cases on an ad hoc basis 
for their preferred customers, banks 
would cover a transaction that would 
otherwise “bounce,” for which they 
charged an overdraft fee, usually the 
same amount as the NSF fee. Bank 

managers would make the decision 
on an individualized basis as to which 
customers’ checks would bounce 
and which customers’ checks would 
be covered as an overdraft. Bank 
managers also had the discretion to 
forgive overdraft fees for individual 
consumers.  However, within the last 
two decades “bounce protection” 
or “courtesy overdraft” plans, have 
become an automatic practice for 
customers who have “opted in” to the 
program.  

By law, financial institutions are 
required to ask you to “opt in” to the 
overdraft protection program, but 
few people fully discern the potential 
impact of what they’re signing or even 
recognize their ability to “opt out.” 
The matter is often further compli-
cated by the complex methods institu-
tions take when they clear transac-
tions, with many banks reordering 
transactions by dollars amounts from 
highest to lowest, causing accounts 
to be overdrawn more quickly and 
incurring more fees.  

Overdrafts: From 
Courtesy to Usury 

G.C.’s case is typical of overdraft 
loan complaints that consumer advo-
cates receive. G.C., a college student, 
uses his bank debit card and spends 
$5.28 at a local coffee shop and $8.26 
for lunch.  For less than $14 in goods, 
he was charged $70 in overdraft fees.  
Even if G.C. didn’t make a deposit 
and clear up his overdraft for two 
weeks – his next pay day – the Annual 
Percentage Rate on the loan would 
have been 13,458%.  

That rate pales in comparison to 
the rate on a typical two-week payday 
loan.  Payday loan rates of $15 per 
$100 fee equates to an annual per-

centage rate (APR) of almost 400%.  
With such outrageous interest rates, 

no wonder financial institutions are so 
generous at disseminating overdraft 
credit to their customers.  By charging 
such exorbitant fees the institutions 
are guaranteed ample income to 
cover losses for those who default and 
still make huge profits.  

Beginning in 2015, banks with 
more than $1 billion in assets were 
required to report to the Federal 
Financial Institutions Examination 
Council the fees they collect on 
consumer accounts in overdraft and 
NSF fees.  For the fourth quarter of 
2015, there were 628 banks subject 
to the requirement.  For 2015, these 
banks reported consumer overdraft 
and NSF fee revenues totaling $11.16 
billion, accounting for 8.0% of their 
total net income.  NSF and overdraft 
fees represented 65.3%, or almost 
two-thirds, of all reported consumer 
deposit account fee revenues from 
these banks.  

“This is a huge amount of money 
for the banks,” said Jean Ann Fox, 
director of financial services at Con-
sumer Federation of America.  “Aren’t 
we in trouble if the only way banks 
stay afloat is by sticking their most 
desperate customers with the highest 
priced credit”

A Pew Charitable Trust Report 
released this week verifies overdraft 
protection hurts the most vulner-
able.  According to their study, while 
only a small proportion (18%) of 

account holders pay the vast majority 
(91%) of all overdraft fees, for these 
consumers, overdraft service is not 
just an occasional courtesy but an 
extremely expensive form of credit.  

The Pew report surveyed “heavy 
overdrafters,” those who incurred 
over $100 in overdraft and nonsuf-
ficient funds.  The survey found 
notably that most heavy overdrafters 
are millennials or Generation Xers; 
more than half are renters rather than 
homeowners; they generally have 
below-average incomes relative to the 
U.S. population; and overdraft fees 
consumed nearly a full week’s worth 
of their household incomes on aver-
age during the past year.

Overdraft fees cause some of the 
most financially vulnerable consumers 
to leave the banking system. Thirty-
one percent of those without a bank 
account reported high or unpredict-
able account fees as one reason for 
not having an account; 13% said it 
was the primary reason.

The Float is Gone 
 “Back in the day, you could write 

and check and it could float for a 
week,” advised Angie Franklin, man-
ager of the Wichita Branch of Great 
Plaines Credit Union in reference to 
the time it used to take for banking 
transactions to actually impact  your 
bank balance.  “It doesn’t work like 
that anymore.”  

With connected computers and 

On December 31 -- New Year’s Eve -- C.S. made two separate ATM with-
drawals, one for $20 and another for $40. On that very same day, C.S.’s pay-
roll check in the amount of $1,578 was directly deposited into her account. 
Her bank posted the payroll deposit sometime after CS had withdrawn 
funds from the ATM machines. Thus, C.S. was charged $42 in overdraft fees 
for loans of $60 that were repaid the same day – resulting in an effective An-
nual Percentage Rate of over 25,000%.

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice 

In their April 2016 report “heavy overdrafters,” the Pew Charitable Trust 
makes the following recommendations for changes in federal overdraft 
laws and practices, as a way to limit the negative effect of these fees:

•Make overdraft penalty fees reasonable and proportional either 
to the inancial institution’s costs in providing the overdraft loan or 
to the overdraft amount.   Instead of a lat one-size-its-all overdraft fee, 
this proposal would in some way scale overdraft fees in relationship to the 
amount of the overdraft.  

•Allow inancial institutions to charge customers a maximum of six 
small overdraft fees in any 12-month period, and limit such fees to one 
per negative-balance episode.  In this case you would only be charged one 
overdraft fee per day even if your overdraft caused several checks to over-
draft.  When customers incur the maximum number of fees, any additional 
credit extended to them should be required to be covered under the rules 
that govern other types of credit. This would require the identiication of an 
APR rate, something that it is often dificult to identify under laws currently in 
place for overdraft protection programs.  

•Prohibit banks from maximizing overdraft fees when posting depos-
its and withdrawals, such as by reordering transactions by dollar amount 
from highest to lowest, causing the account to be overdrawn more quickly 
and incur more fees. 

Pew Study Recommends 
Changes in Overdraft Laws

See OVERDRAFT, page 15

How Can You Reduce or Avoid Overdraft Fees?                 
                                                        •••See page 15 



I
n a rare instance of a split in the 
Kansas Black Legislative Caucus, 
the delegation members came 

down solidly on two different sides of 
a bill. Senate Bill 338 would make it 
easier for local governments to take 
abandoned property from owners 
and outlines a process for turning the 
property over to a nonprofit agency for 
rehabilitation. 

The bill is an attempt to solve a prob-
lem of homes remaining abandoned for 
years before action can be taken to re-
move or improve them.  SB338 would 
expedite the process of taking a home 
away from the owner if the property is 
unoccupied for a year and is blighted.  
Under the bill, non-profit organizations 
can petition to rehab the property and 
after successfully rehabbing the home, 
the nonprofits can take “quiet title” 
to property, with the property owner 
receiving nothing. 

The bill was pushed in the legisla-
ture by the Kansas League of Cities and 
Wichita City Commissioner Lavonta 
Williams wrote a letter to the editor in 
Wichita Eagle supporting the measure.  
Wichita Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau 
supported the bill.  However, Kansas 
Senator David Haley, Ks. Reps Gail 
Finney (D- Wichita), Roderick Houston 
(D-Wichita), Benn Scott (D-Topeka) 
Broderick Henderson (D-Kansas City) 
and Valdenia Winn (D-Kansas City) all 
voted against the bill. 

After debate on the bill in the House 
on March 23, the above representatives 
filed a statement in the house journal 
expressing their adamant opposition to 
the bill. 

 “SB 338 circumvents our current 
eminent domain statutes by redefining 
‘abandoned property’ and by allowing 
our local governments to expeditiously 
confiscate, seize or destroy law abid-
ing citizens’ private property without 
compensation, adequate notice, and a 
legal property title. This is an egre-
gious overreach that deprives some 
citizens of their 
private property 
rights without 
sufficient due 
process and it 
will cause ir-
reparable harm 
to our most vul-
nerable citizens 
that do not have 
the resources 
to protect their 
property.”

Currently, 
houses can be 
sold through tax 
sales if the prop-
erty taxes remain 
unpaid for three 
years.  SB338 sig-
nificantly shortens 
the time it would 
take for cities to declare a house aban-
doned.  As proposed, a house could 
be declared abandoned if it remains 
vacant for 90-days and is 2-years in 
arrears in their property taxes or if the 
property is vacant for 365 days.  

"They're not giving property owners 
enough time," Rep. Finney told The 
Community Voice.  "That's why we're 
fighting against it."  

You could be in jail or a nursing 
home for 90 days, Finney continued.  

Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback obvi-
ously agreed with the legislatures and 
on Monday vetoed the bill.

“Government should protect 
property rights and ensure the less 
advantaged are not denied the liberty 
to which every citizen is entitled.  Gov-

ernmental authority to take property 
from one private citizen and give it to 
another private citizen should be lim-
ited, but this bill would have the effect 
of expanding such authority without 
adequate safeguards. The potential for 
abuse of this new statutory process 
cannot be ignored,” wrote Brownback 
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EXPO
“Serving Those Employment Challenged”

Saturday, April 30, 2016

OVER TWENTY EMPLOYERS!!

10 A.M. TO 2 P.M. 
REFRESHMENTS LIGHT SNACKS SERVED

FEATURING:
MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKERS

RESUME BUILDING - EXPUNGEMENT RESOURCES
INTERVIEW SKILLS - BUS CARDS

ONLINE  RESOURCES
INTERVIEW CLOTHING GIVEAWAYS & OTHERS

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

OUR SPONSORS
TEAM SAINT MARK PRISON MINISTRY GROUP, WORKING MEN OF 

CHRIST, FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH PRISON MINISTRY, WORKFORCE CENTER OF 

WICHITA. E.C. TYREE CLINIC, 
BIBLEWAY COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND OTHERS

CONTACT OBADIAH @ 316-258-5835 OR DAVID @ 316-243-7380 
facebook.com/TeamSaintMarkUMCPrisonMinsitry

LEAD PASTOR JUNIUS B. DOTSON - WWW.SAINTMARKUMC.COM

Saint Mark UMC 1525 N. Lorraine 
FAMILY LIFE CENTER

                 Our Facebook friends saw this 

                  news irst.  Like us at 

facebook.com/thecommunityvoice 
                  for breaking news.  

Community Split on Law to Take 
Abandoned Houses from Owners
•Governor’s veto may not put an end to the controversy

www.mhrsi.org

$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE  

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

2644 N. ESTELLE      2321 N. FAIRVIEW 

 1022 N. GREEN      1027 N. GREEN      1213 S ST. FRANCIS            

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









oPen:  Fri - SaT 10 - 6 

SUn - 10 - 5

942-8263  www.VFMWichita.com

2301 S. MeriDian aVe, WiCHiTa

VILLAGE FLEA MARKET

COMIC AND TOY SHOW 

ADMISSION FREE

BOOTH SPACE 
AVAILABLE 

FREE COMIC BOOK DAY
MAY 7

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



Heart Attack vs. Heart Failure
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HOME HEALTH CARE & 
IN-HOME CARE OPTIONS

“Providing a Full Range of Services to 

meet your Health Care needs . . .”

Let “LovingTouch” contact 

your Insurance Provider for You. 

Call (316) 269-3368 TODAY!!

Providing a full range of services including:

   

1631 E 17TH ST N  

Wichita, KS 67214

Phone: 316-269-3368

Fax:     316-269-2744  

CaRe GIVeRS     

•Light Housework      
•Companionship  
•Shopping & Errands   
•Local Transportation                  
•Meal Preparation                   
•Laundry                    
•Toileting                   
•Medication Reminders 

www.lovingtouchhhc.com

•RN’s & LPN’s FOR
•Medication/Special 
       Assessment 
•Physical Therapy & 
•Speech Therapy
•Private Duty Nursing
•Medication Set-Up

•HHA’s for Assistance with
•Bathing
•Medication Reminders

Just one week after her son 
Isaiah was born In 2008, what 
should have been of the best 

times in her life turned a lot more 
complex when Danecia “Necia” 
Williams was diagnosed with Peri-
partum Cardiomyopathya, or PPCM.  
PPCM is a type of heart failure 
where the heart becomes enlarged 
and weakened. It arises within the 
last month of a pregnancy to five 
months after childbirth.  

While up to 70% of women with 
PPCM recover fully with normal or 
near-normal heart function, as many 
a 10-15% have persistent heart 
failure.  That’s the case with Necia.   
When she was diagnosed, her heart 
was functioning at 20-25% of capac-
ity.  In the seven years since, despite 
doing the things her doctors recom-
mended, things haven’t gotten better. 

She’s lost weight – at her highest 
she was 260 and she’s down to 
190  –  she changed her diet and 
exercised within her limitations.   
However, within the first year she 
had to have a defibrillator installed 
to monitor her heart rhythm.  

“I did pretty good with it for the 
first six years, but on Dec. 26, I had 
a stroke,” noted Necia. “The stroke 

was due to the weakening of my 
heart.”

Thanks to fast attention from 
her family and doctors, she doesn’t 
have any lingering effects from the 
stroke, but her doctors agreed, her 
heart function has deteriorated to a 
point that the only option for her is 
a heart transplant.  

“What surprises people most is 
they think that heart disease is an 
old people’s disease,” said Necia. 

She proves that isn’t the case. But 
she encourages women to take care 
of themselves and to lose weight.  
Obesity is a risk factor or PPCM 
and it’s also a risk factor of all heart 
disease.  

“If you have a weak heart that 
extra weight is detrimental to it 
(your heart).  I was a heavy girl, 
walking 5Ks and exercising, but it 
still happened to me,” said Necia 
who has a history of heart disease in 
her family.  Her father and two aunts 
both have heart disease.  

Transplants are lifesaving but 
financially draining. Even with insur-
ance Danecia is faced with very high 
out-of-pocket expenses including 
travel to and from Integris Hospital 
in Oklahoma City pre and post-

transplant, relocation for several 
months post-transplant to be closer 
to the hospital, caregiver expenses, 
and life-long 
post-trans-
plant medica-
tions of up 
to 1,200 a 
month, co-
pays, lab fees 
and more.

To help 
with the 
financial 
burden of 
Danecia’s 
uninsured expenses, a fundraising 
campaign in her honor has been 
established with HelpHopeLive, 
a trusted nonprofit organization 
that has been providing commu-
nity-based fundraising guidance 
to patients and their families for 
more than 30 years. All donations 
are tax-deductible, are held by 
HelpHOPELive in the Midwest/West 
Heart Transplant Fund, and are 
administered by HelpHOPELive for 
transplant related expenses only. 
Please consider a contribution.

To donate, go online to https://hel-
phopelive.org/campaign/10745.

Wichita Mother, 30, Needs Heart Transplant 

Danecia Williams 
suffers from Dialated 
Cardiomyopathy. 

There is a difference between heart attack and heart 
failure, however both are forms of cardiovascular 
disease. 

Cardiovascular disease (which includes heart failure 
and heart attack) is the most common cause of death in 
the united States. approximately 71 million americans 
have one or more type of cardiovascular disease, with 
40% of them over age 65 years. each year 450,000 
deaths due to heart attack and heart failure occur before 
patients can reach a hospital or emergency room.

Coronary artery disease (blockage of the arteries 
supplying blood to the heart) can result in a myocardial 
infarction (commonly known as a "heart attack"). The 
blockage is a result of multiple factors including narrow-
ing of the arteries from plaque (calcium and cholesterol), 
inlammation of the arteries, and a blood clot in the area 
of the narrowing, leading to blockage of blood low. The 
result can be death of heart tissue or as it's commonly 
called, a heart attack.  

medicine now has numerous treatments for a heart 
attack, from drugs that can break up a clot and open an 
artery, to placement of a stent in the coronary arteries 
(a small tube that is inserted in the area of narrowing to 
open blood low). These treatments frequently can stop a 
heart attack or minimize damage to the heart.

Congestive heart failure is a form of cardiovascular 
disease that results in the decreased ability of the heart 
to pump blood forward or the ability to ill the heart with 
blood in a cyclical manner. heart failure can result from 
a heart attack, but also from chronic uncontrolled high 
blood pressure, or heart valve disease.

The incidence of heart failure has tripled in the past 
decade, partly related to our aging population and the 
treatment of chronic cardiovascular disease. if the heart 
cannot effectively pump blood out of the arteries and 
to the vital organs, these organs will be damaged.  in 
addition, luid will start to collect in the lungs, leading 
to shortness of breath and loss of good air exchange 
(oxygen for carbon dioxide) that leads to tissue damage. 
Modern medicine has multiple medications, deibrilla-
tors, pacemakers and other assist devices available to 
stabilize congestive heart failure.

Cardiovascular disease is more common in certain 
ethnic groups like american indians and african ameri-
cans. other major risk factors include smoking, high 
blood pressure, obesity, diabetes and high cholesterol.

The common symptoms of a cardiac event may 
include chest pain or pressure and shortness of breath.  
The key is to get treatment early by getting to a hospital 
as soon as possible after the onset of symptoms.

Denecia Williams (see story 
below) suffers from cardio-
vascular disease in the form 

of heart failure, versus a heart attack.  
Her Peripartum Cardiomyopathy is one 
of several forms of Cardiomyopathy, 
a disease of the heart muscle. These 
diseases have many causes, signs and 
symptoms, and treatments.

In cardiomyopathy, the heart muscle 
becomes enlarged, thick, or rigid. In 
rare cases, the muscle tissue in the 
heart is replaced with scar tissue.

As cardiomyopathy worsens, the 
heart becomes weaker. It's less able 
to pump blood through the body and 
maintain a normal electrical rhythm. 
This can lead to heart failure or ir-
regular heartbeats called arrhythmias.  
In turn, heart failure can cause fluid to 
build up in the lungs, ankles, feet, legs, 
or abdomen.

The weakening of the heart also can 
cause other complications, such as 
heart valve problems.  

What Causes Cardiomyopathy?
Cardiomyopathy can be acquired or 

inherited. “Acquired” means you aren’t 

born with the disease, but you develop 
it due to another disease, condition, or 
factor.

“Inherited” means your parents 
passed the gene for the disease on to 
you. Researchers continue to look for 
the genetic links to cardiomyopathy 
and to explore how these links cause 
or contribute to the various types of the 
disease.

Many times, the cause of cardiomyo-
pathy isn’t known. This often is the case 
when the disease occurs in children.

Who Is at Risk for Cardiomyopathy?
People of all ages and races can have 

cardiomyopathy. However, certain types 
of the disease are more common in 
certain groups.

Dilated cardiomyopathy is more 
common in African Americans than 
Whites. This type of the disease also is 
more common in men than women.

Dilated Cardiomyopathy
Dilated cardiomyopathy devel-

ops when the ventricles enlarge and 
weaken. The condition usually starts 



What Is Cardiomyopathy?

See CARDIOMYOPATHY, page 14





Youth Basketball Organization Receives Grant from Genesis Foundation

S
edgwick County Sheriff Jeff Eas-
ter has been quietly building a 
diverse leadership team on both 

his detention and commissioned staff.  
Commissioned deputies are licensed 
to carry guns while detention deputies 
work in the Sedgwick County jail and 
do not carry guns.  

The Detention Bureau promotional 
order is Detention Deputy, Corporal, 
Sergeant, Lieutenant and Captain.  

The Commission Bureau promotional 
order is Sheriff’s Deputy, Detective, 
Sergeant, Lieutenant and Captain. 
Current ranking African-American on 
the Sheriff’s staff include:  

Commissioned 

Cpt. Jay McLaurian
Sgt. Lloyd Brownlee
Sgt. Keomi Johnson 

Detention

Cpt. Willetta Moore
Lt. Rhonda Freeman 
Sgt. Bridget Washington
Cpl Lanetta Hairston
Cpl. Darren Ramsey

Administration

Donita Jarrell, Senior Administrative 
Officer 
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   OPEN FOR BUSINESS

MON - SAT 11 A.M - 10 P.M

3928 E 13TH STREET NORTH, WICHITA

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
Place your orders in advance or 
make reservations for large groups
by calling 316-409-4602

 Specializing in 
Fried Chicken Wings & Fried Catfish

WICHITA’s PREMIRE NIGHT
TIME ENTERTAINMENT SPOT.

WE CAN HOST YOUR NEXT 
PARTY OR EVENT

• FULL BAR 

• DJ BOOTH 

• SECURITY

461-3658              3926 E.13TH (13TH & VESTA)

• WEDDINGS 
• CORPORATE EVENTS

 •AFTER PARTIES
• CONCERTS

• ALL MALE REVIEWS
• HOLIDAY PARTIES 

 AND MUCH MORE...

**YOU must be 30 and up, no tees, 
no baseball caps, no tennis shoes. 
ID and Security Strictly Enforced**

McLaurian

Hairston

Brownlee

Jarrell

Washington

Freeman

Moore

Ramsey

Sheriff Easter Highlights Record of Promoting 

K
ansas Defenders Basketball is the 
recipient of a grant from Genesis’ 
Foundation for Fitness & Tennis 

(GFFT).  Kansas Defenders received a 
“One For All” grant to purchase training 
equipment and provide financial assistance 
for youth to compete in area basketball 
tournaments.

GFFT provides funds to allow citizens, 
regardless of background and means, the 
opportunity to participate in recreational 
and/or competitive fitness activities. 

 Marcus McCray is president of Kansas 
Defenders Basketball.

GFFT Board Member Amy Pe-
terson said, “We feel honored to 

play a part in the future of these 
kids success in athletics.”  
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Mother  
2016Diana Blackwell (R) 

& Her Daughter 

Melita Blackwell (L)  

Patricia (L) 

& Her Daughter Lynn Knight (R)
Pamela (L) & Her Daugther 

Kyeara McEwen (R)

How to Vote!
People’s Choice Award 

I
t’s simple.  Go to Facebook.com/thecommunityvoice and like the mother and 
daughter duo you think looks most alike.  The duo with the most likes wins.  
FYI, You can vote for as many duos as you like, but you can only like a duo 

once.  That’s a Facebook control -- not ours.  But, if you want to help someone 
to win, it does require you to get as many people as possible to our Facebook 
page to like their photo.  Voting ends Tues., May 3 at 11:59 p.m.  We’ll announce 
the People’s Choice winner online on Fri., May 6 and in The Community Voice on 
Thur., May 5. 

Apart from the popular vote, a seperate panel of independent judges will select 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners .  These three duos will be featured in the May 5 
issue of the Voice.    

Poetry Bowen (R) & 

Her Daugther Baaijah Loggins (L)  

   Gina Johnson (R) 

& Her Daugther Philesa Talbert (L) 

Monique Boatner (L) 

& Her Daughter 

Jalyn Ellison (R)
Wanda Allen (R) &

Her Daughter Joye Allen (L) 
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Look-a-Like 
Contest

Belinda (L) & Her Daugther 

Crystal Whitten (R)
Kenisha (L) & 

Her Daugther Brooklyn Nelson (R)

Gwendoyn Standford (L) & Her 

Daughter Vanessa Talbert (R)Daugther
& Charleszetta (L) & Her Daughter

Pauletta Watie (R)

Finalist  
The four winning duos will be featured in the May 5 issue.  Marilyn Woodard (R) 

& Her Daugther Keisha Wynn (L) 



PHOTOS:
1.  Graze Kinard was among one of several 
prize winners.  2.  The golfers have loaded 
their carts and are ready to start their day 
of fun.  3.  (L-R) Anthony Clemons, 
George Kolb, Max Mullens, and Jerry 
Love were ready to hit the greens.  
4.  (L-R)  Brist McConico, David 
Gunter, Tony Newry, and Garney Hill 
were a competitive team  5. Fore! 
Golfers Curtis Whitten and  Kevin 
Lynch practice their swings.  6.  (L-R) 
Teammates, Michael Coursey, Justin 
Williams, Dr. Michael Williams and his 
grandson Brian Brown, III came out  to 
play.  7.  (L-R) Gary Welch, Clarence 
Wesley, Jerry Goodman and Pastor T. 

LaMont Holder posed for a photo before 
hitting the greens.  

10
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Delta’s Golf Tournament Brings Out Local Golfers

T
he Wichita Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority’s Golf Tournament was 
held Apr. 16 at Hidden Lakes Golf Course.  

There were plenty of prizes and food for all in 
attendance.  Golfers and guest were able to bid 
on items in the silent auction, with the  proceeds 
benefitting the Delta’s  47th Central Regional Con-
ference to be hosted in Wichita, June 30-July 3.

Twelve 4-player teams vied for bragging rights 
and a fun day of golf.  The winning team was Don 
Sherman, Issac Perez, Reed Holbrook and Casey 
Bough with a score of 56.

Photos by Pictureman
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Sisterhood of Queens Event Offers Scholarships  

T
he 8th Annual Sisterhood of 
Queens Luncheon was held 
Apr. 16 at the Holiday Inn East.  

The luncheon was a program 
by Rise Up For Youth, Inc. which 
benefits CLASS, a mentoring and 
educational scholarship program. 

The theme for this year was 
“Rising Stars” and featured Keynote 
Speaker, Valerie Jarett.  Jarrett is a 
Senior Adivisor to President Barack 
Obama, Offices of Public and 
Intergovernmental Affairs and chairs 
the White House Council on Women 
and Girls.

Also speaking at the afternoon 
event was Kiana Knowles.  Knowles  
is the Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
2013-14 National Youth of the Year. 

Certificates and scholarships 
were awarded to the girls during the 
event.

Five girls were awarded CLASS 
Scholarships:
•ShaniaGulley-$500
•IsilyBuendia-$1,000
•KashellAdkins-$1,000

•BriannaWallace-$1,500
•LaZariaThomas-$1,500

WATCScholarshipsfor$500each
were awarded to, CeAndra Dixon
MiKayla Selmon and Thalia Resto-
Isaac.

PHOTOS:
1.  (L-R)  Rise Up for Youth Board 
Member Liz Holden, Rise Up for Youth 
Co-founder Mark Gilkey, Senior Advisor 
to President Obama Valerie Jarrett, 
Founder of CLASS Lynn Gilkey and 
KOCH  Senior VP & General Counsel 
Mark Holden were among the hundreds 
who were present at the event.
2.  WATC $500 scholarship recipients 
were CeAndra Dixon, MiKayla Selmon 
and Thalia Resto-Isaac.
3. Isily Buendia and Kashell Adkins 
were among the scholarship recipients
4.  Kiana Knowles, 2013-14 Boys & 
Girls Club National Youth of the Year 
addressed the group.
5. Karen Rogers and her 2014 mentee, 
Kristen Stinnett were glad to see this 
year’s CLASS girls.
6. Scholarship winners (L-R) Shania 
Gully, Brianna Wallace and LaZaria 
Thomas were in attendance to accept 
their checks. 

Photos by Pictureman
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WICHITA  CALENDAR 

april 23 Support Local Law 
Enforcement Community 
Parade.  Parade starts at Noon at 
500 N. Main.  Pre-parade Activi-
ties begin at 10:30 a.m.  For more 
information  call 316 708-3600.

23 7th Annual Developing 
Every Man’s Opportunity Con-
ference. The event will take place 
at the Boys and Girls Club 2400 
Opportunity Drive from 1 - 4 p.m. 
The conference is designed to 
educate and challenge our youth.  
Keynote Speaker is Shaka Senghor 
of Washington D.C. cost $25 for 
more information contact David 
Gilkey (316) 312-5705.

29 Mammos for Mother’s Day. 
Free BRA when you get your free 
Mammograms.  For women 40 to 
64 years old without insurance.  
Location Carriage Park Center, 
650 N. Carriage Parkway, Ste 105.  
Must have an appointment.  For 
appointments contact Marcela 
(316) 337-6114 or Audrey (316) 
337-6047.  For questions contact 
Gayle (316) 854-8655 X101.  

29 ARISE will be in concert at 
the Unity Church, 21st & Oliver at 
7 p.m.  The concert is free.  This 
is an ArtDOG event.

29 George Clinton amd Parlia-
ment Funkadelic, Live in Concert.  
Guest performance by Rudy Love 
& the Love Family.  For more 
information see ad this page.

29-30 WSU Black Greek 
Reunion  Two days of fun includ-
ing a Friday night Taking Over 
Wichita party @ Stepps Cocktails 
& Ales (253 N. Mosley) from 9 
p.m.  Tickets $10.  Saturday time 
community service family event at 
Boys and Girls Club from Noon to 
5 p.m.   For complete weekend 
details go online to facebook.
com, WSU Black Greek Reunion.  

30 “Matters of the Heart” a 
Voice of One Production play writ-
ten/directed by Cherrie Dennis-
Cottner will be presented from 

4-7 p.m. at Venue 3130, 3130 W. 
Central.  There will be a “Mama’s 
Soul Food Dinner” buffet and 
“Legacy” dessert bar.  Tickets are 
$30 and must be purchased by 
April 23, and can be purchased at 
Tabernacle Bible Church (1817 N. 
Volutsia) and Jackson Mortuary 
(1125 E 13th) or eventbrite. 

30 The Midwest Annual Shock 
the Yard step show hosted by 
The Multicultural Greek Council.  
Charles Koch Arena, Wichita State 
University. Doors will open at 
6pm. for more info contact Jo-
seph Shepard at (316)978-3024.

May 7 6th Annual Camellia 
Gooch Lee Heart of the Matter 
Walk & Lunch, join us for a fun, 
lunch, dynamic and informa-
tive event.  10 a.m. -2 p.m., 
Mid-America All America Indian 
Center, 650 N. Seneca. Register 
now at communityvoiceks.com. 
See ad page 16.

7 The 31st Image Awards Ban-
quet, hosted by the Gamma Chi 
Sigma Alumnae Chapter of Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., 7 p.m.  
Wichita Marriott.  Tickets are $50 
per person.  See any member of 
Sigma Gamma Rho for tickets.    

7 Redbud Trail Dedication 
Ceremony.  Help the City of 
Wichita celebrate the comple-
tion of the walk/bike trail from 
Hydraulic & I135 to 17th & Oliver.  
The project includes 3 art plazas 
depicting the history of northeast 
neighborhoods.  The plazas are 
located at Hillside & Ninth, Oliver 
& 17th and 13th & Roosevelt.  The 
dedication will take place at 11:15 
a.m. at the Oliver & 17th plaza.  
Music will be provided by the 
ARISE ensemble and stories will 
be provided by the Wichita Griots.

7 57th Annual Art and Book 
Fair 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun-
day  11 a.m. to 5 p.m..  Wichita 
Art Museum, 1400 West Museum 
Boulevard.  Admission is free both 
days

7 Xtra Somethin’ “Skool 
Butta” at Touch of Class, 3115 E 
25th N.  For more information see 
ad this page. 

14 Telling It Like It Is 
Women’s Forum, 11:30 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. Hotel at Old Town 
Conference Center, 210 N. Mosley, 
sponsored by Women for Kansas.  
Plan to attend this one-of-a-kind 
forum, where women will learn 
we they must do to put the State 
of Kansas back together again.  
Presenters include two former 
Kansas governors--Republican 
Mike Hayden and Democrat John 
Carlin--who will stand together 
to remind us of the way we were  
and what we can be again.  Reg-
istration is $30 before May 1 and 
$35 after.  Deadline to register 
is May 9.  Online registration @ 
womenforkansas.org.

19 Buddy Guy, Born to Play Gui-
tar Concert. For more information 
see ad this page.

21 Fire Camp A one day camp 
giving hands on experience for 
youth into the world of firefight-
ing. Participants will have an 
opportunity to participate in 
hands-on activity stations that will 
give them a real feel for firefight-
ing.  The stations are lead by real 
firefighters from multiple fire 
departments.  For 6th to 9th grad-
ers at Wichita South High School   
(NE corner of campus) 701 W. 
33rd Street South.

26 “Equal Opportunity Din-
ner” will be held at the Holiday 
Inn – East (Kellogg and Rock 
Rd.).  Doors open at 6 p.m. with 
a reception and silent auction; the 
dinner and program will start at 
7:00.  The keynote speaker Ric-
cardo Harris.  Mr. Harris is well-
known as a motivational speaker 
and local pastor.  He is also the 
director of Wichita State’s (TRIO) 
North GEAR Up program
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316-201-1660 

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals & Cremations
New generation . . .  for all generations!

615 W. maple 
(Maple and Sycamore) 

in his veto statement. 
Brownback says citizens from 

across the political spectrum 
contacted him to discuss their 
concerns that the bill would 
disparately impact low income and 
minority neighborhoods.   When you 
look at the areas most affected by this 
bill, it often would be poor minority 
areas of cities.

The governor’s veto may not mean 
an end to the bill.  The members of 
the house and the senate may vote to 
override the governor’s veto during 
the wrap up session later this month. 

The bill overwhelming passed 
the Kansas Sen (32-8) but thanks 
to some convincing testimony by 
urban representatives, including Rep. 
Finney, the bill passed the house 77 
to 44. 

“It would take 84 votes to get 
it overridden in the House,” says 
Finney.  “I was able to convince a 
lot of people to oppose the bill and 
based on my conversations with 
them, I think it may be difficult to get 
the votes to override the veto in the 

house.” 
During debate on the bill, one 

representative vocalized what 
many have wondered – why are 
communities not trying more positive 
ways to help homeowners who have 
blighted property, such as organizing 
volunteer groups to go out, clean 
them up and leave the property with 
the owners, rather than negative 
approach of seizing the property?

Williams says processes like that 
are already in place in Wichita.  
The community helps connect 
homeowners with available resources 
like Love Wichita, a program that 
provides free labor and supplies to 
help rehabilitate a limited number of 
homes. 

“This bill is not a push to take 
anyone’s house or land. It is a tool 
to accomplish rehabilitation, while 
protecting property rights,” wrote 
Williams. 

In an effort to correct some 
misinformation Williams wrote, “The 
city of Wichita has not bulldozed 
hundreds of houses for housing code 
violations over the past few years. In 
fact, the city only demolishes a house 
as a last resort, averaging only 13 per 
year in the past four years – a little 

more than one per month.”
This is an exorbitantly slow 

pace considering the number of 
“neglected properties” in Wichita 
(165).  According to the Topeka 
Capital Journal, there are 700 
abandoned houses on the list waiting 
for demolition.  However with just for 
$400,000 in Topeka’s 2016 budget 
for demolishing abandoned houses, 
only 40 houses can be demolished. 

With the governor’s veto, it appears 
Kansas municipalities still lack a 
way to adequately address what is 
obviously a growing problem, enter 
city blight.  Unless, the legislature 
overrides his veto.  Stay tuned. 

BLIGHT,  
from page 5 Summer Opportunities

Urban LeagUe Camp to expose 
stUdents to entrepreneUrship 

Destination Innovation Camp, a summer program for youth ages 14-18 is now 
accepting registration.  The 4-week summer camp will expose youth to innova-
tive careers outside of traditional norms, with a heavy emphasis on STEM related 
careers.  Campers will be exposed to mentors and go on field trips.  

Camp dates are June6-30.  Campers will develop business plans that they will 
pitch during Shark Tank on June 29 and present to the public during a Trade 
Show on June 30. There is a $25 registration fee and space is limited.  To reg-
ister or for more information call Marquetta Atkins at 262-2463 or matkins@
kansasul.org 

intensive 2-day sUmmer program for 
CoLLege stUdents aCCepting appLiCations  

Rising College Juniors and Seniors are invited to apply to participate in the Col-
legiate Career Advancement Program, an 2-day program to be held on June 3-4 at 
the Kansas Leadership Center, 325 E. Douglas, Wichita.  

The program is designed to expose participants to a rigorous, but enjoyable 
program with relevant content.  The program will include: Resume/interview cri-
tique by local human resources professionals, Professional relationship manage-
ment, Navigating the graduate school landscape, Achieving leadership excellence, 
and Professional development.  

The program targets minority students.  To be eligible participants must a 
rising college junior or senior with a minimum 3.0 GAP.  A 2.8 GPA will be con-
sidered if the individual is involved in extracurricular activities.   
Students can apply online at ccapkanss.org.  Application requires submission of a 
professional resume in word or .pdf format.  The application deadline is May 13.  

There’s still time to submit 
your summer program.  





We Have More 

Summer 

Opportunities 

online @ 
www.communityvoiceks.com.

  



Allen, Drahay Lavonne, 1 month 
passed 04/17/16.  She is survived 
by : mother Jazmine Corner, father; 
Drayell Allen, brother, Ryan Smart, Jr., 
grandmothers; Monique Allen,  Camille 
Davis, grandfather; James Corner, Jr. 
and great-grandmothers; Marsha Smith 
and Pricilla Duncan 

Dubose, Gwendolyn Maxine, 71, 
died 4/12/16.  She was a retired Boe-
ing Aircraft, employee.  Service will be 
held 4/22/16, 11:00AM at Tabernacle 
Bible Church.  She is survived by: son; 
Jacques D. DuBose, brothers; Samuel 
David Ross, Glenn T. Ross, sisters; 
Beverly Drake and 
Vandetta Ross.

Ellis, Roosevelt, 75, died 04/05/16.  
Service was held 04/16/16 at Progres-
sive Missionary Baptist Church.  He is 
survived by: spouse, Georgia Ellis, son; 
Reginald and granddaughter; Mila

Graves-Wilson, Monnette Renee, 
50, passed 04/18/16.  No information 
at this time.

Parks, Annie Ruth, 80, died 
4/12/16.  She was a retired William 
F. Hurst Companya employee.   Ser-
vice was held 4/19/16 at Tabernacle 
Bible Church.  She is survived by: 
sons; Thomas , John, Pastor Mi-
chael , Alfred Leroy Jr., daughters; 
Dorothy, Barbara, Cora Sue, sisters; 
Louise Sullivan, Billie Jean Williams 
and Christine Worley.

Morris, Sylvester, 71, died 4/8/46.  
He was a retired Xerox employee.  
Service was held 4/15/16 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  He is survived by: 
daughter; Alanea Hanna, step-daugh-
ters; Renee Honeycutt, Tanya Braggs, 
Taffy Houston, Twila Shaw, step-son; 
Jeorld Braggs, brothers;  James Mor-
ris, David Morris and sister; Velma 
Morris. 

Alcala-Aldaba, 40, passed 4/6/16, 
Service was held 4/13/16 at  Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception.
Jordon Jr., Charles Preston, 

63, passed 4/8/16.  Service was held 
4/7/16 at O.J. Watson Park.

Kindle, Devin, 30, passed 4/16/16.  
Service is pending.

Shaffer, Rosie Lee, 72, passed 
4/14/16. Service is pending. 

Amaro, Lisa Marie, 57, 
passed 4/9/16.   Service 
was held 4/16/16 at Biglow 
Funeral Home Chapel.

Sanchez, Jesus Perez, 
87, passed 4/10/16.  Ser-
vice is pending.

Poole, Quentin D., 33, passed 
4/11/16.  Service is pending.

Harold, William  Jr., 81, passed 
4/7/16.  Service was held 4/16/16 at 
True Vine Missionary Baptist Church.

Kelly III, John Timothy “John John”, 
47, passed 4/2/16.  Service was held 
4/12/16 at Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Long, Linda Kay, 66, passed 4/3/16.  
Service was held 4/12/16 at Peaceful 
Rest Funeral Chapel.

Miller, Brian Wade, 20, passed 
4/8/16.  Service will be held 4/28/16 at 
Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Newman, Robert Edward “Bee”, 
72, passed 4/13/16.  Service was held 
4/19/16 at Victory Bible Church in 
Lawrence, KS

Simmons, Clara May “Mama”, 78, 
passed 3/31/16,   Service will be held 
4/21/16,  5:30PM at Topeka Performing 
Arts Center.

Turner, Emma Lee, 70, passed 
4/9/16.  Service was held 4/15/16 at 
Victory Bible Church in Lawrence, Ks.

Taylor, Mary Ann , 63 died 04/02/16.  

She was employed by Cessna/Eaton as a 

machinist.  Service was held 04/09/16 

at Second Missionary Baptist Church

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
2727 E. 25th N.   Wichita, KS  316-685-1328 

www.pmbaptist.com  
Roosevelt K. Deshazer Sr. - Pastor

May 20 – “Songfest” at 7 p.m.

May 21 – Anniversary Banquet
Wichita Marriot – 9100 Corporate Hills Dr. 

Meet & Greet at 5 p.m.
Banquet at 6 p.m.

Dress Semi Formal
Ticket prices: $30 for adults 

$15 for children up to 12

May 22 – Grand Finale Sunday at 3:30 p.m
Keynote Speaker – Dr. J.A. Reed, Jr. 

Fairview Missionary Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, OK

“Experiencing the Plan, 
Rejoicing in Hope, Pressing 
Toward the Future”
- Jeremiah 29:10-11

We are gearing up for 
our 70th Anniversary 
Homecoming Celebration
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3030 N. Hillside

Wichita, KS

(316) 652-0229

North Heights Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Rev. Titus H. James Sr.

Servant

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Studies & Youth Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Of Course, All People Are 
Welcome

www.nhccdoc.com

“A Church that Shares and Teaches the Love of Christ to all People”

Old Mission 
Hutchinson

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

RJ Bethea 

Funeral 

Wichita

Biglow Funeral
Wichita

Bowser-Johnson

Topeka

Peaceful Rest 
Topeka

Cliff Cross 
call 721-4200

For the lowest cost 

Whole Life 
Final Expense 

“Burial Policy” 
Issue Ages 0-89

Face $1,000 - $35,000

She is survived by: sons, Eric Taylor, 

Derrick Taylor, brothers; Leonard 

Taylor, Leeroy Taylor, Richard Taylor, 

and  sisters; Louise Massey, Irene 

Daniels

LIFE HAPPENS
& death

A Special Section -- May 5



and The Nicodemus Enterprise.  After 
failure of securing a railroad, the two 
newspapers closed and news of Nico-
demus was sent to other newspapers 
by various individuals.  Ola Wilson 
provided Nicodemus news to the 
Hill City Times for years then turned 
it over to Pearlena Moore who still 
writes the news today.

Although Nicodemus is a National 
Park and is the only remaining all 
black town west of the Mississippi, 
and once touted a population of 
nearly 700, it has dwindled to less 

than 25.  The few senior community 
members remember fondly Rudy 
riding the dusty roads delivering the 
Kansas City Call.  Newspapers are still 
read by many who want to feel the 
paper in their hands.  All over the 
nation many still receive newspapers 
delivered by ‘paper boy and girls’.  
Some are walking, riding bikes, or 
driving cars.  One wonders if there 
is any who deliver from horseback.  
From one who has, “Happy trails!” 
says Rudy Bates of Nicodemus. 

Oklahoma City Area Concerts 
June 14  R Kelly, Cox Convention 
Center Arena, OKC, 8 p.m.  $65-105. 
June 29 Maxwell, The Criterion, OKC, 
OK, 7:30 p.m. $49.95 - 99.50
TBA Date, Fantasia & Anthony Hamil-
ton,  They are coming to KC, but the 
date is still pending, 
Chesapeake Energy 
ARena, OKC, OK.  
Stay tuned.  
Oct. 1  I Love the 90s 
Tour, Featuring Salt N 
Pepa, Vanilla Ice, Tone 
Loc, Coolio, Young 
MC and Rob Base, Cox Convention 
Center, OKC, OK, 8 p.m., $52-99.

Beyonce’s 
Formation World Tour 
So far the closest stop for Queen B’s 
tour is the Dallas area., however, she 
may add more concert dates, so stay 
tuned.  
May 9, Arlington , TX, $45-285.

Essence Fetival  
Still one of the biggest parties of the 

summer.  The Essence 
Festival returns to New 
Orleans for their July 4 
weekend concerts and 
exhibitions.  This year 
dates are June 30 - July 
3.  Here’s a partial list of 
some of the artists who 

will appear:  Kendrick Lamar,
Mariah Carey, Maxwell, Ciara, Charlie 
Wilson, Tyrese Gibson, Faith Evans, 

Babyface, Kelly Price, Tweet, New 
Edition, Lalah Hathaway, Andra Day , 
Estelle and more.  

More to Come
Certainly this isn’t all of the summer 
fun we can expect.  Artists are still 
putting together tours and tour dates 
andfestivals are still being planned.  
Stay tuned, we’ll keep you in the loop.  
We’ll post things as soon as we hear 
them on our facebook page/ - www.
facebook.com/thecommunityvoice and 
our website, www.communityvoiceks.

in the left ventricle and over time 
can affect the right ventricle. The 
weakened chambers of the heart don’t 
pump effectively, causing the heart 
muscle to work harder. Over time, 
the heart loses the ability to pump 
blood effectively. Dilated cardiomyo-
pathy can lead to heart failure, heart 
valve disease, irregular heart rate, 
and blood clots in the heart.

The cause of dilated cardiomyopa-
thy often isn’t known. About one-third 
of the people who have dilated 
cardiomyopathy inherit it from their 
parents.

Certain diseases, conditions, 
and substances also can cause the 
disease, such as:

•Alcohol,especiallyifyoualso
have a poor diet

•Certaintoxins,suchaspoisons
and heavy metals

•Complicationsduring
the last months of preg-
nancy

•Coronaryheartdisease,
heart attack, high blood 

pressure, diabetes, thyroid disease, 
viral hepatitis, and HIV

•llegaldrugs,suchascocaineand
amphetamines, and some medicines 
used to treat cancer

•Infections,especiallyviralinfec-
tions that inflame the heart muscle

 Outlook

Some people who have cardio-
myopathy have no signs or symptoms 
and need no treatment. For other 
people, the disease develops quickly, 
symptoms are severe, and serious 
complications occur.

Treatments for cardiomyopathy 
include lifestyle changes, medicines, 
surgery, implanted devices to correct 
arrhythmias, and a nonsurgical pro-
cedure. These treatments can control 
symptoms, reduce complications, and 
stop the disease from getting worse.
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CARDIOMYOPATHY,  
from page 6





Historic Nicodemus Family Has Newspaper Connection 

T
en year old James Rudolph 
Bates, better known as Rudy, 
travelled over 15 miles on horse-

back each week delivering The Kansas 
City Call in rural northwest Kansas.  He 
grew up at the ‘Bates Homestead’ 2 ½ 
miles west of historic Nicodemus.  His 
mother, Versella Bates wrote for the 
Kansas City Call providing information 
and stories about the ‘happenings’ at 
Nicodemus.  Rudy’s Uncle, Frank Bates 
was head printer at the Kansas City Call 
during the late 1930s.

The Bates’ were a family of news-
paper readers keeping up with news 
from other parts of Kansas and the na-
tion.  Today like clockwork, Rudy can 
be seen every evening driving his red 
pickup to Nicodemus from his farm a 
mile north.  He stops at a green mail 
boxonlandjustnorthoftheBaptist
Church, where he, his wife and chil-
dren lived before moving to California 
in1956.InsidethegreenboxisThe
Hays Daily News.  He also receives 
The Hill City Times in the mail on 
Wednesdays.  Both papers he loves to 
read.  “If you read newspapers, you’ll 
know what is going on.  Plus it keeps 

my mind active.”  Says Mr. Bates.  
He purchased a computer several 
years ago at the encouragement 
of his daughters to get on line and 
read other papers, but “Me and 
computers don’t get along.”  he 
complains,soheenjoysreadyjust
the ones he can with his fingers 
flipping and turning the pages.

“I not only delivered the 
Kansas City Call, but another black 
newspaper, The Chicago Sentinel.”  
He proudly states.  He was known 
in the community as the paper 
boy.  He would ride a white stud 
Shetland pony he named ‘Dick’ 
who had beautiful ‘glass eyes’.  
Dick was given to him by a Mr. Ray 
Law of Hill City, husband to one of 
the local doctors.  Several boys, 
Maurice Griffie, Wilfred Moore, 
Clarence Sayers and William Henry 
Napue, all from the Nicodemus 
community were given ponies.  
Rudy, however, was the only one 
who rode his to deliver papers.  

Rudy’s mother, Versella left for Cali-
fornia in the 1950s and left the writing 
of the Nicodemus news column to her 
sister-in-law Bernice Bates.   Bernice 
was the last to write the column for 
the Kansas City Call.  She passed in the 

early 1980s.  There have been many 
newspaper writers since Nicodemus 
was established in 1877.  During the 
boom years of the mid 1880s when 
Nicodemus was sure they would 
secure a railroad two newspapers 
were established, The Western Cyclone 

By Angela Bates 
Guest Contributor 

Angela Bates is the Executive Director of the Nicodemus Historical 
Society and headed efforts to establish Nicodemus as a National Park.  
As an educator and historian she performs irst person characterizations 

of Black Women of the West, makes public speeches and writes articles like 
this one.   

“Although I grew up knowing my dad had a pony, it wasn’t until about twelve 
years ago that I discovered he rode ‘Dick’ to deliver The Kansas City Call and 
Chicago Sentinel,” says Bates who has just inished a children’s book about 
his experiences, entitled “Rudy the Paper Boy and His Horse Dick,” one in a 
series entitled “The Adventures of Nicodemus Annie.”  

The series is written from the perspective of a 10 year old girl who is taken 
in her dreams by her deceased great cousin and historian, Lula Craig, to see 
Nicodemus in the ‘olden days.’ “Rudy the Paper Boy and His Horse Dick” can 
be ordered by calling Angela at 785-421-3311.  

About Rudy’s Daughter, Angela Bates
PHOTO:  Contributor Angela Bates with 
her father Rudy Bates who turned 90 
earlier thismonth.  The Bates, a historic 
Nicodemus family who came to Kansas 
part of the Exodusters, have a historic 
connection with newspapers, including 
the Kansas City Call.  

CONCERTS,  
from page 16

VOICETHECommunity KS.com
Check it out daily ••• Something new almost every day 
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Men o Excellence

AWARD CATEGORIES:

•  Excel lence in Business 

•  Excel lence in Mentoring 
or Coaching

• Excel lence in Education
• Excel lence in Pastoral  or 

        Community Leadership
•  Excel lence in Innovation or 

         Creativity
•   Young Men of  Excel lence 

NOMINATIONS OPEN APRIL 1

2016
f

Nominate Someone Deserving  
“It’s Time to Recognize Our Men”  

•Nomination forms and additional 
information will be online at 

www.communityvoiceks.com.  
Nomination deadline April 25.

•Winners will be featured in June 9 
issue of The Community Voice and 

online at www.communityvoiceks.com.  
June 16 -- Men of Excellence 

Reception. and Award Ceremony  

AWARD DETAILS: 

AWARDS

Sponsored by:  The Community Voice Newspaper 
“A trusted Voice from the community’s perspective

Summer 
Concert Fun
What’s more fun than a summer concert?  

Not much!! Here’s what we’ve found for your 

musical enjoyment this summer.  

Kansas City Area Concerts 
April 30  R Kelly , Sprint Center, 8 p.m.  Tickets are sold out, but you may be able to 
buy tickets on the resale market, but expect to pay more or wait and see him in OKC 
later this summer. 
May 6  Most Powerful Voices Gospel Celebration featuring Erica Campbell, at St. 
James United Methodist Church, K.C., MO.  This one is free, it’s a promotion of the 
American Heart Association and American Stroke Association Multicultural Initiatives 
Department.  Starts with expo, then the concert at 7:30 p.m.     
May 14  The Spinners, Ameristar Casino & Hotel, KC, MO.  8 p.m., $35 – 55.
June 1  Fantasia & Anthony Hamilton, Starlight Theater  You may be out of luck for 
tickets to this one.  Resale tickets only.  
June 3  I Love the 90s Tour, Featuring Salt N Pepa, Vanilla Ice, Tone Loc, Coolio, 
Young MC and Rob Base  Providence Medical Center Amphitheater, Bonner Springs, 
KS  6:30 p.m., $35 – 45.
June 16  Robert Cray Band, Vodoo Lounge at Harrah’s Casino, KC, MO, $23-53.
June 17  Jagged Edge, Voodoo Lounge at Harrah’s Casino, KS, MO 7:30 p.m.,$34-44.
July 15 Ginuwine plus Karlos Farrar at Voodoo Lounge at Harrah’s Casino, K.C., 
MO., 8 p.m., $37.75 - $56.75  
July 16  Roberta Flack, Ameristar Casino, KC, MO, 8 p.m.  $40-45
Aug 18 The High Road Tour, Snoop Dogg, Wiz Khalifa, Jhene Aiko, Providence Medi-
cal Center Amphitheater, Bonners Springs, KS, 7 p.m., $29.50 – 99.95.
Sept. 27  Leon Bridges, Uptown Theater, K.C., MO, 8 p.m., $23-53. 

Universoul Circus Returns to Kansas City
If you’ve never seen this show, you’ve missed out.  The soulful 
circus returns to Kansas City for more than a dozen 
performance at Starlight Theater.  The ciricus arrives 
on April 26 and concludes on Sun., May.  There are at 
least two shows each day, except for April 26.  Tioket 
prices vary per performance, with daytime performances 
less expensive.  The price range is approx. $19 - $35 per 
person.  For more information and tickets go to ticketmaster.com.  

George Clinton & The P-Funk -- 
Parliament Funkadelic 
The master of funk will make two stops in our area this 
spring.  
Fri., April 29, they are in Wichita at the Cotillion, 8 p.m.  
$29.50 in advance, $35 at the door.    
Sat., April 30, they are in Lawrence at the Granade, 8 
p.m., $32. 

Wichita Area Concerts
May 19, Buddy Guy, The Cotillion, Wichita, 8 p.m, $35-75.  
June 3-11  Wichita Riverfest  There’s a concert or two every night of this event.  
Some of our picks include GospelFest on Mon., June 6 featuring Tasha Cobbs; 
Comedian Sinbad joins Wichita wonder Rudy Love in concert on Tues., June 7; New 
Jersey’s Naughty By Nature will deliver classic hip-hop on Wed., June 8; and The 
Roots will help close out the festival on Sat., June 11.   
June 9 Powerhouse Jam II featuring Wiz Khalifa, Yo Gotti,& Kevin Gates, Intrust Bank 
Arena, 7 p.m. $45-125.
Aug. 27, Grub & Groove Festival, date just announced, artist line-up coming soon.  At 
Jabara Airport, Wichita. See more information page 3 this issue.  

Bradley Fair Summer Jazz Series  Artists for this year’s jazz series have 
not been announced but the dates are: June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, from 7:30-9:30 p.m.

See CONCERTS, page 14
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oklahoma City Area Concerts 
6/4/16  R Kelly, Cox Convention Center Arena, OKC, 8 
p.m.  $65-105. 
6/29/16 Maxwell, The Criterion, OKC, OK, 7:30 p.m. 
$49.95 - 99.50
TBA Date, Fantasia & Anthony Hamilton,  They are 
coming to KC, but the date is still pending.  Stay tuned.  
10/1/16  I Love the 90s Tour, Featuring Salt N Pepa, 
Vanilla Ice, Tone Loc, Coolio, Young MC and Rob Base, 
Cox Convention Center, OKC, OK, 8 p.m., $52-99.


