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2016 Platform  

1. expand Medicaid 
The KBLC supports the expansion of Medicaid to cover the citizens of Kansas 

whose income currently leaves them in the gap where their income is too high to 
qualify for Medicaid in Kansas and too low to participate in the Federal Affordable 
Care Act.  

2. Cap Payday Loan rates in Kansas  
The KBLC supports the passage of a payday and title loan bill for all Kansans, 

similar to the federal and state bill approved for military members which caps the 
interest APR at 36%.

3. Repeal voting registration laws that require proof of 
citizenship and implement  same-Day Registration.

The KBLC seeks full repeal of the sAFe Act including both the iD requirement to 
vote and proof of citizenship to register to vote.  Voting is a constitutionally protect-
ed right and instead of implementing laws that disenfranchises people,  the KBLC 
supports measures to increase access of all citizens to the ballot box and encourage 
the passage of a measure to allow  same-Day (Election-Day) registration in Kansas.  

4. Repeal of the death penalty
KBLC opposes the death penalty for numerous reasons and supports HB 2129, 

which seeks to abolish the death penalty in Kansas and create the crime of aggra-
vated murder.   

5. Body cameras for all Police Departments
The KBLC seeks to increase transparency and accountability in policing in 

Kansas and therefore supports sB18, the Body Worn Camera Bill which requires all 
oficers in the State of Kansas to wear a body camera.  

6. increase the state’s minimum wage
The KBLC seeks to increase the state’s minimum wage to $10.25/hr by 2017 in 

order to combat unemployment and underemployment. 

7. Adopt an economic development program designed 
to revitalize impoverished Kansas communities

KBLC agrees with Kansas Gov. sam Brownback, that growing businesses in 
Kansas will help grow the state’s economy.  That’s why we support passage of the 
Kansas Reinvestment Act, a bill that encourages investment in impoverished Kansas 
neighborhoods as a way to revitalize those communities, create jobs, and stabilize 
neighborhoods.   

8. Adopt the Kansas smart Justice Agenda
The KBLC will support the American Civil Liberties union of Kansas Criminal Jus-

tice Reform Agenda which seeks to amend Kansas Law or encourage the legislature 
to enact the following policies:
1.    expand the use of diversion for those with minimal criminal records through the 
amendment of existing
Kansas law by articulating that diversion is appropriate and recommended in circum-
stances where the sentence is probation.
2.    Reduce sentences for non-violent drug crimes by de-felonizing drug-possession, 
a step already taken by ifteen other states
3.    expand the use of pre-adjudication drug courts which have the power to drop 
charges if the offender completes a drug treatment program
4.    improve reentry and recidivism prevention services by allocating funding to 
proven, evidence-based programs to help individuals transition back into community 
life and follow the lead of Topeka, Wichita and Wyandotte County in ‘Banning the 
Box”- removing the criminal history question from state job applications.
5.    Enhance data collection and analysis on racial proiling by amending the current 
Kansas racial proiling law to gather better data on racial proiling in Kansas.
6.    End the routine use of solitary coninement in correctional facilities to reduce 
psychological damage to individuals subjected to it.
7.    Reform civil asset forfeiture laws to prevent innocent citizens from having their 
property unfairly stripped from them.

I
n November 2015, 75 Black leaders from across the state came 
together to discuss and determine the issues that most needed to 
be addressed by the Kansas Legislature to improve the condition of 

African Americans in Kansas.  At this meeting held in Topeka, the group 
decided on the issues at the right, put them into a platform and we’re 
asking African Americans across the state to pull together and accept 
this platform as their own.    
Ahead of the 90-day Kansas Legislative session that begins in early 

January, we’re mailing a copy of this platform to all of the members of 
the Kansas Legislature and “AsKiNG”  the to support and vote to 
make these proposal Kansas law.  
At this time of year when people receive gifts, there are some who 

will open up presents and not like what’s in the package.  Then there 
are those who have learned not to leave things to chance, and they 
AsKeD clearly for what they wanted.  In a similar fashion, we’re tired 
of accepting what ever we’re given.  So this year, we’re “AsKiNG 
FOR WHAT We WANT.” This is a irst step for our community.  
We’ve never asked for much or anything before.  
Now it’s time to start the conversation about moving beyond “THe 

AsK.” We have work to do to get OUR platform passed.  
•Start by becoming informed about each of these issues and why 

they’re important to our community, 
•Then share your knowledge with others.  An informed constituency is a 

powerful constituency.  
•Next, act on your knowledge by contacting your legislature and ASK 

for their support.    
•If you can, come to Topeka to lobby for support of these issues.
•Stay informed and follow the progress on these issues during the 

legislative session.  The Community Voice will help with this.
•Finally, register to vote and vote.  Obviously, we won’t get everything 

we ask for, so we need to vote people out of ofice who don’t support 
these issues and vote people in who do.  
The Community Voice  team has k promised to write articles on 

each of these issues, to help grow our community’s knowledge.  An 
article on item three, repealing the Kansas SAFE Act and passage of 
same (election) day voter registration begins next.  
We’ve asked.  Now, let’s step forward and go after.  

Adoption of the issues in this platform will have a positive 
impact on Kansas residents, particularly African Americans, 
other people of color and the poor.  

Asking for What We Want  

The KBLC leadership Team  

Right to Vote Issues a 
Major Concern in Kansas  

W
hen Leaders in Kansas’ African-American community gathered 
in Topeka late last month to adopt a first of its kind legislative 
agenda reflecting the issues and concerns of Kansas’ African-

American community, one of the groups’ top priorities was the repeal 
of the Kansas S.A.F.E. Act and adoption of  Same (or Election) Day Voter 
Registration in Kansas.  

A surprising low number of Kansans know what the Kansas S.A.F.E. Act 
is and how it impacts them.  The Kansas Secure and Fair Elections Act was 
passed by the Kansas Legislature and became effective in January 1, 2013.  
The law requires anyone who registers to vote in Kansas to provide proof 
that they’re a United States citizen.  The law doesn’t impact individuals who 
are already registered.  However, if you’re never registered to vote in Kansas 
before, or for some reason your voter registration lapses, registering to vote 
in Kanas is much more difficult than it used to be. 

 

See VOTE, page 23



We wish you peace, 

prosperity, health 

& great happiness 

this holiday season 

and during the 

year ahead  

The Staff of 
The Community Voice 

Happy Holidays 

Cornell, Janice, Bonita 

       Francie & Essence
Wichita office 

Willie & Maraneater

Hutchinson Team

Wichita Office 

Across the State  

Georgaleen- Salina 
Melissa - Junction City 

Yolanda - Topeka  
Pat - Wichita  

Not Pictured
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O
nce again it’s time for our 
year-end break.  We will 
return on January 14, 2016 

with our irst issue of the year.  
As we always do, we will try to 

ind time to relax and enjoy family 
and friends.  But more typically, 
we’ll use the time to catch up and 
plan for an ever bigger and better 
new year.  

In the interim, we will regularly 
post breaking news and updates 
on our Website -- www.communi-
tyvoiceks.com and/or share tidbits 
via our social media channels.  
So, like us on Facebook.com/
thecommunityvoice and book-
mark our page -- www.communi-
tyvoiceks.com.  

We will see you in the new 
year, energized and excited about 
things to come.   

 

Thank You For What You Do 
2015 was an industri-

ous  year for 
us.  After 23 years of reporting and 
coverage focused on the Wichita 
market, we decided to spread the 
word across the great state of 
Kansas.    

Encouraged by friends who 
believed in us, and after months 
of planning, we headed irst to 
Hutchinson, then to Salina, Junc-
tion City, and Topeka.  Along the 
way, we met a lot of great people 
and learned a lot about our state.  

In just six months, we’ve almost 
doubled our per issue circulation, 
a goal we feel we’ll comfortably 
surpass in early 2016.  

We didn’t get where we are today 
without the help and support of 
thousands, and that’s a list that’s 
way too long to detail here.  
SO, IF YOU:  
• Answered our call
• Answered one of our thousands 
of questions
• Told someone else about us
• Helped us ind a disbribution loca-
tion

• Allowed us to use your business  
or church as a distribution location 
• Shared the paper with anyone 
• Gave us directions when we were 
lost
• Told us about a great place to eat 
while we were in town
• Helped us understand the local 
“game”
• Didn’t think what we were trying 
to do was impossible 
• We’re glad there is a Voice
• Listened to our pitch
• Directed us to a resource 
• Read an issue
• Liked us on Facebook
• Shared one of our posts
• Commented on a post 
• Retweeted our tweet 
• Followed us on twitter 
• Showed up at one of our events 
• Subscribed to the paper 
• and for our Wichita readers -- sup-
ported us for faithfully for years.  

For this we Thank You.  It’s 

meant a lot to us. 

Bonita Gooch
Editor-in-chief

Looking for 
Something to 
Do During 
The Holidays  
Then, Gallup over to 

Voice Will 
Return 

January 14 ?

KANSAS’ NEW DAILY PAPER

•Somethingnewalmosteveryday!!  
•Lotsofstoriesthatnevermakeittothe
pagesofourprintedition.

•Signupasasiteuserto
submitcalendarevents,
commentonstories
andsellthings.
 



Scalia Stirs Controversy With AA Case Question  

•  Investigation identified13 alleged victims, all African-
American women in the neighborhood he patrolled

Join us : 2nd Tuesday of each month

2821 E 24th (Southeast Rear corner of building)

1-866 591-1196

Seasons Greetings from the 
Wichita Branch NAACP
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•And other unhappiness within the 
Democratic National Committee
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 455 N. Main • 268-4431

Have a Merry &
Safe Christmas

to District 1 & 
all residents of the 

City of Wichita

We wish you a wonderful 
Holiday Season

We wish you a wonderful 
Holiday Season

Rep. Gail Finney
84th District

Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau
29th District 

Rep. Roderick Houston 
89th District 

& Thank the community for their support  

F
or about six months, Oklahoma City 
Police Officer Daniel Holtzclaw preyed 
on women -- all African-American 

-- in one of Oklahoma's poorest neighborhoods, 
exploiting his police badge to intimidate them 
into keeping quiet.

Prosecutors say the Oklahoma City officer 
selected his victims based on their criminal his-
tories, figuring their drug or prostitution records 
would undermine any claims they might make 
against him.

Then, he would subject them to assaults that 

escalated from groping to oral sodomy and rape.
On Thurs. Dec. 8, his 29th birthday, Holtzclaw 

rocked back and forth in his chair, sobbing, as 
the judge read the verdict.

On Friday, Holtzclaw was under suicide watch 
in the Oklahoma County jail, and a sheriff's 
deputy or detention officer was sitting outside 
his cell to monitor him, Sheriff John Whetsel told 
CNN affiliate KFOR.

Holtzclaw ruthless scheme started to unravel 
after one woman told authorities he had assaulted 
her during a traffic stop in June 2014.

In the 
months that 
followed, 
investiga-
tors pieced 
together the 
horrifying 
scale of his 
pattern of 
abuse. In-
vestigators 
later found 
a total of 
13 alleged 
victims, all 
African-
American.  
The assaults 
took place in range of places, including in his 
police car. One young woman, only 17 at the 
time, was raped on her mother's front porch.  He 

was eventually charged with 
He was fired from the force in January after an 

OKC Police Officer Found Guilty in Sex Crime Charges 

I
t is unknown whether the Supreme Court 
will approve or reject the race-conscious 
admissions plan at the University of Texas at 

Austin, but there is no question about what has 
emerged as the most controversial moment of 
the hearing.  It came courtesy of Justice Antonin 

Scalia, the reigning champion of provocation at 
the high court.

As is often the case with Scalia, the court’s 
longest-serving justice and a lightning rod for lib

See SEX CRIMES , page 7

See SCALIA, page 7
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Holiday Greetings from the
Wichita Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta

Please join us for an evening of food, drinks and entertainment as we present

January 31, 2016 from 4 p.m.-7 p.m. 
at Taste and See Global Cuisine, 

255 N. Washington Ave.
Cost: $50 per person

For more information, contact Denise at 316-871-8002 or Sherida, 316-684-6601

This is a fund-raiser to support our efforts as we prepare to host the 
47th Regional Conference slated for June 30-July 3, 2016 in Wichita, Kansas

“ Taste and See — An Interactive Dining 
Experience with Chef Jason Febres”
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erals, it is as much how he said it as what he 
said.

“There are those who contend that it does 
not benefit African Americans to — to get them 
into the University of Texas where they do not 
do well, as opposed to having them go to a less-
advanced school . . . a slower-track school where 
they do well,” Scalia said.

He added: “I’m just 
not impressed by the fact 
that — that the University 
of Texas may have fewer 
[African Americans]. 
Maybe it ought to have 
fewer . . . you know, 
when you take more, the 
number of blacks, really 
competent blacks admit-
ted to lesser schools, 
turns out to be less.”

In UT’s unique system, 
the flagship university 
admits about 75 percent of its freshmen based 
on their graduation rankings from Texas high 
schools, under the “top 10 percent” rule. 
Because many of the state’s high schools are 
dominated by one race or ethnicity, that has cre-
ated a diverse applicant pool.

The court is considering the method used to 
select the other 25 percent of freshmen. In UT’s 
“holistic” evaluation of those applicants, race is 
one of several considerations, along with leader-
ship, obstacles overcome and socioeconomic 
factors.

Scalia’s comments lit up social media and was 
denounced the next day in the Senate chambers.   
Senate Minority Leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nev.) 
used his morning remarks on the Senate floor 
to say that the only difference between Scalia 
and Republican presidential candidate Donald 
Trump is that “Scalia has a robe and a lifetime 
appointment.”

“These ideas that he pronounced yesterday 

are racist in application, if not intent,” Reid said. 
“I don’t know about his intent, but it is deeply 
disturbing to hear a Supreme Court justice 
endorse racist ideas from the bench on the na-
tion’s highest court.”

That prompted a rush from his conservative 
defenders, who said that, like other justices, 
Scalia might have been playing devil’s advocate, 
asking UT’s lawyer Gregory G. Garre to respond 
to a popular — if disputed — conservative 
academic theory.

That theory holds that granting preferences 

to minority candidates who have not been pre-
pared for the rigorous academic challenges at 
elite universities is self-defeating and sets up the 
students for failure.

Justice Clarence Thomas expressed exactly 
those sentiments two years ago when the court 
first considered UT’s program.

As a result of race-based affirmative action, 
Thomas wrote in a separate opinion, “many 
blacks and Hispanics who likely would have 
excelled at less elite schools are placed in a 
position where underperformance is all but 
inevitable because they are less academically 
prepared than the white and Asian students with 
whom they must compete.”

Thomas has said that he thinks his degree 
from Yale Law School is tainted because he was 
admitted under an affirmative action program, 
and he has wondered whether he would have 
been better off going to law school in his home 
state of Georgia.

7
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internal investigation.
Holtzclaw's trial began in early November 

and was criticized by activists after an all-white 
jury was chosen to decide on crimes commit-
ted against black women. Protesters repeatedly 
gathered outside.

Holtzclaw, whose father is white and mother 
is Japanese, is identified as "Asian or Pacific 
Islander" by court records.

"He didn't choose CEOs or soccer moms; he 

chose women he could count on not telling what 
he was doing," the prosecution said in its closing 
statement this week.

The defense questioned the credibility of 
Holtzclaw's accusers, arguing some of them were 
high when the purported assaults took place. It 
also challenged the validity of DNA evidence.

District Attorney David Prater said the jurors' 
decision not to convict the former police officer 
on half of the counts against him didn't necessar-
ily mean they didn't believe some of the women.

"It may mean that we didn't meet our burden 
(of proof) in those counts," he said.

Attorney Benjamin Crump, who is representing 

some of the victims in civil litigation against the 
city, criticized the national media for not covering 
the trial in which the victims were "poor, black 
women."

"Where is the national outcry for their justice?" 
asked Crump, who has also represented the 
families of Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown. 
Crump said other women had earlier called 
police about Holtzclaw, so "we need to find out 
how aggressive they (police) were" in their 
investigation.”

Oklahoma City NAACP President Garland Pruitt 
said is waiting until Holtzclaw's sentencing in 
January to see if justice will be served. He said 

"the system has a reputation of not being fair."
"Don't let this be the only time that you come 

forward when people of color confront you with 
a situation that is not always favorable to your 
so-called dialect," Pruitt told the media.

More than 250 years of prison recommended
The jurors recommended a total of 263 years 

of prison time for Holtzclaw's crimes. Formal 
sentencing is set for next month.

"We're going to ask the judge to make sure 
that this defendant never sees the light of day," 
District Attorney David Prater said. "And we're 
going to ask him to run consecutive, every 
count."

SEX CRIMES,  
from page 4

SCALIA,  
from page 4



“Three decades into this crisis, let us set our 
sights on achieving the “three zeros” - zero new hiV 
infections, zero discrimination and zero AiDS-relat-
ed deaths. on this World AiDS Day, let us pledge 
to work together to realize this vision for all of the 

world’s people.”   Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon,  

              United Nations, World AIDS Day 2010 

O
ver thirty years ago, America, and 
nations around the world, came face 
to face with HIV/AIDS—a devastating 

global, public health concern that decimated cit-
ies, communities and countries alike. In the three 
decades since its discovery, much has changed—
and thankfully— much has improved. Today, 
advancements in prevention and treatment have 
led to a significant reduction in HIV transmission; 
the expansion of HIV screening and testing has 
resulted in far more people knowing there HIV 
status and getting help early; and new and better 
drugs are allowing those infected with HIV/AIDS 
to lead longer and better quality lives. That’s the 
good news.

But the news that should give us pause is that 
while we stand undisputedly victorious on a variety 
of battlefronts against this devastating epidemic, 
we are losing a costly war—one that primarily 
claims young, male and female African-Americans 
and Latinos as its victims.

HIV/AIDS does not discriminate. Sexual 
orientation, race or gender cannot protect you 
from HIV infection, but unfortunately, in far too 
many cases, those factors could increase your 
risk of infection. An estimated 1.2 million people 
are living with HIV infection in the United States 
today. Compared to other races and ethnic groups, 
Blacks and Hispanics are the groups most affected 
by HIV—accounting for a higher proportion of 
new HIV infections, of those living with HIV and of 

those ever diagnosed with AIDS. In 2010, African 
Americans accounted for 44% of all new HIV 
infections. While African Americans are 12% of 
the U.S. population, in 2011, they accounted for 
41% of people living with HIV. Hispanics represent 
16% of the population, but accounted for 20% 
of those living with HIV. The numbers are graver 
still for African-American women. CDC statistics 
point to AIDS as the fourth leading cause of death 
among African-American women ages 35-44. 
According to the latest statistics, African-American 
women accounted for 64% of new HIV infections. 
Hispanic women accounted for 15% of all new 
infections and white women accounted for 18 
percent.

To win the war on HIV/AIDS; to achieve the 
three zeroes; we cannot approach the epidemic as 
a standalone public health crisis. Our nation must 
develop a multi-pronged approach to HIV/AIDS 
that also addresses equal access to health care 
and civil rights.

The lack of access to healthcare must be ad-
dressed in communities of color if we are going to 
effectively address the prevalence of this disease. 
While the Affordable Care Act has expanded the 
coverage of HIV prevention services and medical 
care, it can only work where it exists. It comes as 
no surprise that in states that rejected ACA, which 
also tend to be poorer states, HIV/AIDS remains 
at crisis levels. That lack of awareness, the lack of 
access to prevention and education are needlessly 
decimating communities of color. According to 
the CDC, African Americans also have the worse 
outcomes for continued care after diagnosis. 

We must all do our part to stop the spread of 
this disease. Know your status; get tested; and 
encourage the people you love to do the same. 
And when you meet someone with HIV/AIDS don’t 
perpetuate the problem of stigma and discrimina-
tion, be a part of the solution and help us get to 
zero.

Opinion

By Marc Morial 
Guest Columnist 

Sounding the Alarm HIV’s 
Hold in Communities of Color  



W
hile the Affordable Care Act has 
encouraged millions of Americans 
to sign up for health insurance 

during this year’s open enrollment period, there 

still will be plenty of individuals who will skip 
out on enrolling.  When they file their 2016 
taxes, those people may get an unwelcome 
surprise.

The health law's individual mandate includes 
a penalty for those who fail to sign up, and the 
average fine for remaining without coverage is 
going up significantly in 2016.  In 2014, the first 
year of Obamacare, the fine was just $95 per 
person or 1% of the family’s income, whichever 
was higher.  In 2016, the penalty will be either 
a flat dollar amount of $695 per adult as well 
as $347.50 per child, or 2.5 percent of family 
income, whichever is greater. The maximum 
flat-dollar amount will be $2,085 per family. 

While the government hasn't kept the penal-
ties secret, many Americans may not fully grasp 

the escalating fines, given the law's complexity. 
But plenty have already felt the 

penalty in its first year: 7.5 million taxpayers 
reported paying up in 2014 for lacking insur-
ance, with an average fine of $200.

"Certainly, people should know about 
it. Whether they do know about it or not is 
another question," said Larry Levitt, senior vice 
president for special initiatives at the Kaiser 
Family Foundation. "People have been confused 
about Obamacare from the start, not just the 
penalties but the help available to help pay their 
premiums."

The Kaiser Family Foundation, in a report 
issued in early December, projected the average 
fine paid by a household that is uninsured will 
be $969 in 2016, up from an estimated $661 
per household in 2015. That might be enough 
to encourage many consumers to enroll through 
a health exchange.  The same Kaiser report 
estimates after tax credits are factored in, 3.5 
million uninsured people could buy cover-
age for 2016 for $0 in premiums, or less than 
they  would owe in fines for not having health 
insurance.  

Still, another 7.1 million uninsured Ameri-
cans will find that the cheapest ACA plan will 
still cost more than the penalty, Kaiser found. 
Needless to say, that could sway their decision 
toward remaining uninsured. 

Open enrollment for 2016 began on Nov. 1 
and runs through Jan. 31. 
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10333 E. 21 St. N, Suite 101 

(One block east of Webb Road)

Call  (316) 684-1470 for appointments

Impressive Smiles Dental 
Dr. Michael N. Williams & Staff 

General 

Dentistry 

for the Entire 

Family 

including 

Orthodontics  

from
Happy Holidays   Merry Christmas 

1035 N. Emporia, 

Suite 280

Wichita, KS 67214

316 858-2000

And a 

Very 

Healthy 

New Year

And a 

Very 

Healthy 

New Year

Dr. Val Brown, Jr.

 

Residential Group Home & 
Adult Day Site Services

Residential services for individuals with 
                              intellectual & development disabilities  

  

  
214-1967 990-8677

•      

Happy Holidays
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No Obamacare? You May 
Face a Hefty Fine in 2016 

T
here was a surge of enrollment ahead 
of the Dec. 15 Obamacare deadline.  
Although the enrollment period 

remains open through Jan. 31, 2016,  health 
plans  go into affect on Jan. 1 for individuals 
who signed up for insurance before the Dec. 15 
deadline.   

As the deadline approached, there was so 
much demand on the healthcare.org web page 
and phone lines that the government decided to 
extend the deadline two days to Jan. 17.   

Since enrollment began Nov. 1  About 4.2 
million enrollees  have signed up for coverage.  
Of those, 36% were new customers as opposed 

to existing customers of HealthCare.gov, which 
serves people in 38 states, including Kansas.    
For sign-ups to be considered official enroll-
ments, customers must make their first month’s 
premium payment.  

While the deadline for coverage 
effective January 1 has passed, open en-
rollment continues until Jan. 31. People 
who do not have some form of health 
coverage after that date are subject to 
a tax penalty, which in 2016 will be the 
greater of $695 per adult, or 2.5 percent 
of adjusted household income. 

Nationally, about 11.7 million signed 
up for Obamacare cov-
erage for 2015 during the previ-
ous open enrollment season, 
which ended early this year. The 
actual number of people who 
ended up paying their first pre-
mium was about 10.2 million. 
The enrollment tally has drifted 
down slightly since then. 

Sylvia Burwell, secretary of 
the U.S. Health and Human Ser-
vices Department, has said she 
expects about 10 million people 
to be enrolled in Obamacare 
plans by the end of 2016. 

Earlier, Andy Slavitt, acting 

Huge Crowd Go to Marketplace 
For Affordable Health Insurance

Affordable Care Act Enrollment Deadlines  
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When�you�or�a�loved�one�are�looking�
for�the�care�you�need�to�stay�active��
independent�and�in�your�home��look�no�
further�than�Via�Christi�HOPE��

Contact�us�for�information�on�enrollment�
or�to�arrange�a�personal�visit�
Participants�must�be�at�least����years�old�and�live�
in�Sedgwick�County��Participants�may�be�fully�and�
personally�liable�for�the�costs�of�unauthorized�or�
out-of-network�services�

Services provided

•�Medical�care

•�Medications

•�Home�care

•�Rehabilitative�therapies

•�Adult�Day�Health�Center

•�Dental��vision��and�hearing

•�Medical�transportation

•�Social�services

•�Dietary�services

•�Emergency�services

•�Assisted�living�and�or��� 
��nursing�home�care

Via Christi HOPE
2622 W. Central, Suite 101 
Wichita, Kansas 

316.858.1111 viachristi.org/HOPE

Via�Christi
HOPE

Wishing You a Healthy & Happy New Year  

MerryChristmas & Happy New Year

Celebrating 42 active years of service to the community.



administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
said "we believe that there's evidence 
that consumers are making bet-
ter choices this year, and they're 

educated about their options" on the 
federal 

exchange. 
He pointed to the fact that more 

than 2 million consumers on 
HealthCare.gov have used the site's 
new search tools to look up whether 
certain doctors or prescription drugs 
are covered by health plans. 

Slavitt also said that people who 
already had coverage from a Health-
Care.gov plan this year "are clearly 
shopping to get the right plans." 

Kevin Counihan, CEO of Health-
Care.gov.  noted that the availability 
of subsidies means that 7 out of 
every 10 Obamacare customers can 
find plans with premiums of less 

than $75 per month. 
While Counihan and other officials 

have noted that the subsidies can 
make health plans affordable to 
many people, he and Slavitt high-
lighted the Obamacare penalty for 
failing to have insurance. 

And they noted that, unlike last 
year, the Obama administration does 

not plan to offer a special tax season 
grace period to enroll in coverage 
after Jan. 31. Such a grace period 
was granted during the last tax filing 
season because many people learned 
only then, after open enrollment 
had ended, how much their penalty 
would be for having not had health 
insurance in 2014. 

W
ith flu season approach-
ing and cold season 
already well underway, 

we asked Dr. Steve Pergam, an assis-
tant member of Fred Hutch’s Vaccine 
and Infectious Disease Division and 
director of infection control at Seattle 
Cancer Care Alliance, to offer tips 
on how to stay healthy – and, failing 
that – how not to infect others when 
germs are on the march.  We also 
asked him to bust some common cold 
and flu myths, like:

1. Can you catch a cold from 
being cold?

I don’t think there’s any data to 
support that. It has more to do with 
being indoors, congregating together. 
People get runny noses from the cold, 
but that’s not a true respiratory virus.

2. Is it true that people are most 
contagious before they know 
they’re sick?

You’re probably not the most con-
tagious then, but it’s true that you can 
be asymptomatic and still shed virus 
that can infect others. Sneezing and 
coughing, however, increase the risks 
of spread. A lot of viruses are really 
well engineered to spread when you 
have physical symptoms.

3. So how long are people con-
tagious?

For most people, it’s one day before 
symptoms, five to seven days after 
the onset of symptoms. It can be as 
long as 10 days.  Young children and 
patients with altered immune systems 
can shed the virus for longer periods 
of time.

4. If you have 
just a mild cold, 
are you less 
infectious?

You may have 
very mild symp-
toms not because 
the virus is mild 
but just because 
your immune 
system controls 
the infection well. 
It’s important to 
remember that 
you can still infect 
others, and they 
may not control it 
as well. Any mild symptoms can make 
other people really sick, especially if 
they are high-risk, immunocompro-
mised people.

5. What is the general radius that 
people can spread their cold or 
flu germs? If I’m in a work pod 
three feet from someone with a 
cold, am I toast?

When you sneeze or cough, you’re 
producing thousands of particles that 
can transmit influenza. A study done 
at Wake Forest School of Medicine 
looked at the distance sneeze and 
cough particles can travel. It was 
about 6 feet. You can transmit these 
things quite a distance. That’s one of 
the reasons we tell people to cover 
their mouths when they cough or 
sneeze.

6. What’s the best way to cover 
your mouth when you cough or 
sneeze?

You want to cough into the crook 
of your elbow or preferably into a 
Kleenex, which you toss and then 
wash your hands afterwards. We also 

tell people to just stay home when 
they’re sick.  

7. What about facial masks? Do 
they help at all?

Clinics recommend that patients 
with active symptoms wear them. But 
you have to wear them correctly. And 
their effectiveness is limited once they 
get wet from coughing, sneezing or 
the humidification in airways.  As for 
wearing a mask in public places to 
avoid getting the flu, it’s not clear that 
provides a lot of benefit.

8. Hands are bad, right?
What’s more important than 

anything else is washing your hands 
on a regular basis. Particularly during 
high-risk cold and flu season when 
you’re out at the mall and shopping 
for Christmas, bring hand sanitizer 
with you and use it on a regular basis.

9. How far does avoiding touch-
ing bathroom doors get you?

You never know what the person 
before you did: did they wash their 
hands or not? If you ever watch any-
one wash their hands, it can be quite 
cursory. Sometimes they don’t even 

use soap or take 
just three sec-
onds. Whenever 
you can, when 
you’re washing 
your hands, use 
a paper towel to 
turn off the sink, 
open the door, 
and then toss the 
towel away. That’s 
the ideal.

10. How long 
should you 
wash your 
hands? I’ve 

heard you should sing “Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat,” but I sus-
pect I sing it too fast.

Try “Happy Birthday to You.” Sing 
it twice. Most people rub two hands 
together and think they’re done. We 
miss our thumbs, our wrists, under 
rings and jewelry, under fingernails, 
the backs of our hands. There are 
multiple steps.  There are videos out 
there that show you how to wash your 
hands. It’s the same with hand gel. 
Make sure you get enough hand gel to 
cover your hands.

11. Why do people often get a 
cold after flying on a plane?

When you’re sitting in proximity for 
12 hours, you’re more than likely go-
ing to breathe air that’s similar. But it’s 
limited to the seats around the person, 
not the whole plane. 

12. In what way is having kids 
like flying on a plane?

For the majority of people who get 
colds and flu, it’s from being in close 
proximity to someone with an active 
cold, who’s sneezing and coughing. 

That’s why with young kids in a family, 
the cold goes through the whole family. 
Kids are viral factories: [they] often 
have viral loads that are higher than 
adults. They’re not as good at covering 
their nose and mouth, don’t have good 
hand hygiene, they hang out together 
at day care and school. They’re the 
starting and ending place for lots of 
respiratory viruses during the cold 
season. We see the season happening 
in kids first.

13. Is there any treatment for a 
cold or flu?

For most respiratory viruses, there 
are no treatments. If you have influen-
za, then there’s Tamiflu (oseltamivir) 
or Relenza (zanamivir) [prescription 
antiviral drugs]. We don’t recommend 
them for everyone but for people with 
chronic health conditions, cancer or a 
transplant patient at risk for complica-
tions.

14. Is there anything you can do?
The biggest thing you can do is rest, 

get adequate fluids. Take it easy, don’t 
exert yourself.  And stay home so you 
don’t infect others. Also, get your flu 
shot.

15. How can you tell if whether 
you’ve got a cold or if it’s the flu?

People think if they have a cold or 
sore throat that it’s the flu.  But it could 
be a rhinovirus, coronavirus, paraflu 
virus – a bunch of different viruses 
can cause these symptoms. Influenza 
is different from a bad cold. It often 
includes a fever and a feeling of mal-
aise or muscle pains. You feel really 
wiped out. It’s OK to see your doctor 
for a quick test to see if you have flu 
or if it’s beneficial to receive one of the 
[prescription antiviral medications].
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•Infection control expert answers questions, such as whether you can catch a cold from being cold.

Medical Myth Busting: 
Separating fact from fiction about colds and flu

By Mary Engel 
Fred Hutch News Service

INSURANCE,  
from page 8
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Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPKS
@AARPKS

aarp.org/KS

Westar Energy 
wanted a 
rate increase 
that was too 
high. Kansas 

families said 

“NO.”

When Westar Energy asked for a rate increase earlier this year, AARP 
Kansas pushed back on behalf of the 700,000 customers who 
would be impacted by higher electricity bills. Thousands of Kansans 
supported our efforts — writing, emailing and attending public hearings 
to speak out against these unreasonable rate hikes.

The Kansas Corporation Commission listened. In September, it agreed 
to allow Westar a $78 million rate increase — nearly half the $152 
million the company requested. And as a result, Westar’s customers 
will see their bills go up $5 to $7 per month instead of more than $15 
per month. That adds up to millions in savings over 5 years.

Utility companies are learning that Kansas customers won’t take 
extreme rate hikes lying down — and that AARP will continue fighting 
for reasonable utility rates.

To learn more, visit aarp.org/KS.



A 
quick poll of individuals who attended the public forum 
for the two City of Wichita Police Chief finalist indicated 
Gordon Ramsay, Chief of Police in Duluth, MN since 

2006, as the clear crowd favorite.  About 75 people attended the 
forum held Monday evening Dec. 14 in the Century II Conventional 
Hall.

Both candidates would make good police chiefs they said, but 
somehow, person-after-person selected Ramsay as their choice over 
Jeffery Spivey, who has been Assistant Chief of Police in Irving, TX 
since 2011.  

Sheila Officer and Walt Chappell, both members of the City of 
Wichita Racial Profiling board, liked Ramsay the best.  

“It’s going to be a tough decision, but I’m impressed that he 

(Ramsay) has been involved with training, field 
operations and a citizen’s review board,” said Of-
ficer, noting Ramsay’s broad wealth of experience.  
“We need someone who’s open to thinking outside 
the box.  He’s going to lead us with some innovative 
ideas.”

Larry Burks, vice-president of the Wichita Branch 
NAACP, said he was impressed with Ramsay’s experi-
ence as a chief, while Spivey’s highest ranking is 
second-in-command.  “He (Ramsay) had great 
ideas and was more convincing as someone who 
would make positive change in the department,” said 
Burks. 

Ramsay, 43, has been a police officer for 22 years 
and Chief of Police in Duluth for 9 years.  He heads 
a department with a $25 million budget and more 
than 200 employees and has extensive experience 
in community policing and relationship building.  
He’s worked with diverse groups including Duluth’s  
NAACP, American Indian Commission and  Native 
Alliance to create the city’s first police civilian review 
board.  

Ahead of his visit to Wichita, Ramsay reached out to several com-
munity organizations to better understand local police community 
relations, including the NAACP, the Racial Profiling Committee and 
Sunflower Community Action.  While he was in town, he meet with 
members of Sunflower’s administrative team.  

Djuan Wash, Sunflower’s Director of Communication and Officer, 

were both impressed that Ramsay was proactive in reaching out to 
the community.  

Although Spivey doesn’t have experience as a chief, he also 
shared innovative and creative solutions to many of the problems 
and concerns put to him by the community,   His heavy involvement 
in community policing impressed James Roseboro with the Wichita 

Ramsay the Crowd Favorite at Police Chief Forum12
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See CHIEF, page 15

HOY’S 
Custom Shop

“We want your business” 

  

Save Your Deductible  

Come See Us in Old Town!

A Family Tradition 
Since 1959..................  

Jack Hoy, Manager 
1436 S. Washington

Wichita, KS  67211

316-409-8485

Insurance work?

Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207
316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Competitive Rates                  Quality Service         Monthly Payment Plans  
   Discounts Available      24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service 

• Do you want to be free from life controlling issues?
• Come to know Jesus Christ as the higher power!
• Do you know who YOU are in Christ?

Century ll Performing Arts Center

225 W. Douglas Ave.

Meeting Room 201B • Wichita

www.greaterdeliverance.net

Classes begin Nov. 3, 
Every Tues. & Thurs.
2 - 3:30 p.m.  & 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Enroll today $15.00 for 6 weeks!

Contact (316) 308-5689 for more info.

 

Christian Support Group 

“THE EXODUS”Join

•New & Pre-owned 
•All Makes & Models 
•Guaranteed Loan Approval

Kellogg & Tyler    

Tuesday by Appt. Only

 Cell:  (316) 641-4210  
email:  albkash50@icloud.com  

Seasons
 Greetings

Big Al Holmes 
Wishing You...

Update on Body Worn 
Camera Implementation

The Wichita Police Department today an-
nounced it will not meet a stated goal to equip 
every ield oficer with a body-worn camera by the 
end of the year.  The delay is due to a delay in the 
arrival of federal aide, a source of funding for a 
portion of the cameras.  

 Interim Chief Nelson Mosely said he expects 
the federal funds will arrive next month.

 “Once the funding is available,” said Mosley, 
“we can move forward with purchasing the remain-
ing cameras.”

 The Department has purchased 212 body worn 
cameras for the Patrol North and Patrol East sub-
stations.  Those cameras are fully functional and 
implemented.   The Department is planning on 
purchasing a total of 429 body worn cameras.

 In September 2014, the City learned they would 
receive $250,000 in Federal matching funds for its 
Body Worn Camera Program. The program is de-
signed to give agencies already using body worn 
cameras funding to expand their program.

 The WPD has been working with the Ofice of 
Justice Programs to meet the program’s  stan-
dards and secure the federal funds. This includes 
the submission of a body-worn camera policy and 
inancial documents before funding is released. 
WPD met its obligations set forth in the program in 
October .

(L) Jeffery Spivey, one of two inalists for the position of Wichita Police Chief 
and City Manager Robert Layton listen attentively as community members ask 
questions during the public forum held Mon., Dec. 15 at Century II.    

Not Satisfied With 
Your Last Tax Return?

Joanne 
Hoy-Hubbard 
Tax Lady

And.... it looks a little shady!!

Specializing in your tax needs
for over 20 years.

  

TAX LADY
Call

(316) 259-1255 • email: willjohubb@yahoo.com 

Have questions & need your tax return done right  
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3900 E. Harry, Suite 100
Wichita
tonynewry@allstate.com

Tony Newry

316-683-6455

1
5

9
0

5
4

Protect your world
Auto  Home  Life  Retirement

Call me today to discuss your options.

Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, 
Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your boat, 
motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more 
of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and 
Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co. Life 
insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL. 
In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

SM

IF I DON’T WIN, YOU DON’T PAY ME A DIMESM

1-800-241-BRAD    316-684-4400
www.BradPistotnikLaw.com 10111 E. 21st St. Suite 204

© 2015 Bradley A. Pistotnik 
AUTO  • TRUCK • CYCLE • ACCIDENTSse habla español

AUTO ACCIDENT?AUTO ACCIDENT?

( 2 7 2 3 )

HIRE THE
REAL BRADSM

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

www.mhrsi.org

$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE  

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

2644 N. ESTELLE               2321 N. FAIRVIEW 

1004 S. TOPEKA

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









OPEN:  FRI - SAT 10 - 6 
SUN - 10 - 5

2301 S. MERIDIAN AVE, WICHITA

VILLAGE FLEA MARKET

UPCOMING EVENTS

BOOTHS START AT ONLY $20!

ADMISSION FREE

Dec. 26 & 27  After Christmas Sales 

HOLIDAY HOURS 
Thur. Dec. 24 - 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  

Closed Christmas Day   

A 
program offering amnesty to 
drivers who have had their li-
censes suspended for failure 

to pay a traffic continues for individu-
als ticketed by City of Wichita Police 
Officers thru Fri., Dec. 30.  Participants 
will receive amnesty from warrants, 
collection fees, and City reinstatement 
fees.  In order to receive amnesty, 
individuals with suspended licenses will 
be required to pay in full all fines and 
court costs that are owed.  

Payment plans are being offered, and 
those who are unable to pay due to fi-
nancial hardship can arrange to receive 
credit toward their fines by performing 
community service at local organiza-
tions or attending training offered by 
Workforce alliance to help job seekers 
gain employment.  

Failure to pay cases in full within the 
negotiated timeframe will result in all 
waived fees being added back to the 
case(s)   

Drivers can obtain a restricted 
license while they participate in the 
amnesty program, which allows them 

to make payments on traffic citations 
without the threat of arrest or additional 
fees being assessed.  If outstanding fines 
are paid during the year, the resident’s 
driver’s license will be reinstated. 

A restricted license allows drivers to 
and from:   
•Work,
•School,
•Medicalappointmentsoremergen-
cies,
•Probationandparolemeetings,and
•Requiredcourt-relateddestination.

If you’re not sure if your license has 
been suspended, you can check the 
status of your license online at https://
www.kdor.org/DLStatus/login.aspx.You

can also apply for a restricted license 
online at http://www.ksrevenue.org/
restricted.html.  

From Dec. 4 through Dec. 30, City 
ofWichitaMunicipalCourtwilloffer
amnesty to drivers who have had their 
licenses suspended for failure to pay a 
traffic ticket. Individuals can come into 
theCityMunicipalCourtClerk’sOfice
and work out a payment arrangement 
to pay their past due fine during a one 
year period.

To begin the amnesty program, driv-
ers with suspended licenses should visit 
theMunicipalCourtClerk’sOficeon
the 2nd floor of Wichita City Hall, 455 
N.MainSt.orcall268-4120.

City Driver’s License Amnesty 
Program Continues Thru Dec. 30

Drivers Taking Advantage of Amnesty Offer
The City of Wichita’s Driver’s License Amnesty program 

kicked off with a big bang  on Mon. Dec. 4, with the State of 

Kansas Driver’s Solutions Team assisting over 300 drivers with 

questions related to driver’s license suspensions.  Through Dec. 

14, 370 drivers have beneited from the amnesty program, with 
611 cases processed, 205 warrants cleared, and over 1,000 calls 

to the amnesty hotline answered.  







My PictureMan, LLC

316-371-1149
Capture your moments

Mike Kinard
Proprietor

Happy
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Shadyway Plaza Towers

Happy Holidays
from

A Senior Independent Living Community  

1421 N. Spruce • Wichita 
316.267.2500

Happy
Holidays  

Curtis Whitten
President/CEO

Roseline’s 
International 

5025 E. 21 St • Wichita
682-7009 

Happy Holidays

• Stop by & shop this 
   holiday season  
• Great cultural gifts 
• Unique & affordable  

Hours
  Mon -Sat  • 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Merry Christmas 
& many blessings for the 
New Year

5635 E Harry St
Wichita KS 67218
316-686-6878
jose@joselooney.com

Jose Looney
State Farm Insurance 

Jose Looney

’

’

  
  

  

   

 

P&P Seed & Bait

  

  
 

(316) 258 -7666

    
   

Happy Holidays
from

Restoration Center/
Knox Center, Inc.  

Mental Health • Substance Abuse • 
Addiction Treatment Services  

2924 E. Douglas, Wichita
235 W 7th St., Junction City

3003 Anderson Ave, Manhattan

Peace on EarthPRAYING FOR 

(316) 265-8511



T
he Committee to Recall 
County Commissioner Rich-
ard Ransau didn’t get any 

support again this time from Sedgwick 
County District Attorney marc Bennet.  
The group refiled their request to 
begin a recall petition drive against 
the conservative Sedgwick County 
Commission Chair, but the District At-
torney’s Office quickly ruled the recall 
petition lacked valid grounds.  

The group is concerned by the 
commissioners vote to cut funding to 
several popular health programs and 
because of his expressed desire to 
refuse public health services to people 
who aren’t United States citizens.  The 
County Commission has administrative 
and financial responsibility over the 
Sedgwick County Health Program.  

Kansas statues establish a process 
for recalling an elected to official but 

requires the petitioner to establish 
a grounds for the recall.  One of the 
acceptable grounds for the recall is 
“failure” to perform duties prescribed 
by law.”  In the case of the recall 
of the County Commissioner, the 
Sedgwick County District Attorney is 
the person/office, designated to rule 
on the sufficiency of the grounds for 
recall.  

In response to the ruling, the com-
mittee said their next step would be 
to pursue action through the Kansas 
Court s.  Although their press release 
didn’t mention what type of action they 
might take, the group previously men-
tioned filing a “Mandamus Action” 
with the Kansas Supreme Court.  The 
purpose of the Mandamus filing will 
be to determine the extent of Bennett’s 
power to rule on the “sufficiency” of 
the petition.   The group’s original 

interpreta-
tion of the 
Kansas Stat-
ute was that 
Bennett’s 
authority 
was limited 
to making 
sure the 
group met 
the require-
ments of the law, which included 
clearly “identifying a legal ground” 
for the petition drive.  They identified 
failure to perform duties prescribed 
by law.  The group did not, and still 
does not believe, Bennett’s authority 
extends to offering a legal ruling on 
the proposed petition grounds.    

The Recall Committee says they will 
consult with their attorneys before 
deciding on next steps.  

Independent Neighborhoods As-
sociation.   

Spivey, 48, has a 28-year career 
in law enforcement.  After starting 
in patrol, he gained experience in 
investigations and narcotics and 
has experience as an assistant chief 
in charge of field operations and 
administration.  Among his recent 
duties, he led the acquisition and 
implementation of body-worn cam-
eras in his department.  Ramsay’s 
also has experience with implement-
ing body cameras in his department.    

“I’m pretty impressed with both 
of them,” said Janice Bradley of 
Occupy Wichita.  She admits she 
was sold on Ramsay, who was the 
first candidate up in the 2 hour and 
30 minute forum.  However, Spivey’s 
answers were surprisingly good, she 
said, but not quite as 
good as Ramsay’s.  

“He (Ramsay) had in-
novative and progressive 
answers,” said Officer.  

Chester Selmon, with 
SpeakOut Kansas was 
concerned because 
Ramsay’s answers were 
“too” good.  “You start 
to wonder if he’s not 
just practiced at inter-
viewing,” questioned 
Selmon, who went on to 
express his hope that Ramsay was 
as polished in his implementation as 
he was in his answers.  

Even though the group was ready 
to offer Ramsay the job, the final 
decision lies in the hands of City 
Manager Robert Layton.  Layton has 
promised to make an announce-
ment prior to the end of this year.  
The City of Wichita Police Depart-
ment has been without a permanent 
chief since summer 2014 when Po-
lice Chief Norman Williams retired.  

This summer, in a similar forum, 
the citizens were similarly im-
pressed with one of the two finalists 
Layton presented to the community.  
In the end, the crowd favorite, Joel  
Fitzgerald, turned down the city’s 
job offer, instead opting to accept 
an offer with the City of Fort Worth, 
TX.  Layton decided not to hire the 
other finalist, Terry Moses, a former 
Wichita Deputy Chief.  

This time, with two strong op-

tions, hope-
fully Layton 
will be able 
to reach a 
workable 
deal with 
one of the 
candidates, 
which 
should 
prove 
accept-
able to the 
individuals 
we spoke 
with.  

While 
the crowd’s 
preference 
would be 
Ramsay, they seemed to reflect the 
attitude of Neighborhood Associa-
tion President Janet Wilson, “You 
won’t do wrong if we get either of 
them,” she said.  
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Dance Students Spread Holiday Joy  

10 CITIES,  
from page 26

Recall Ransau Group’s 
Petition Denied Again

Ransau

Ramsey

Spivey

I
f being part of a construction 
team and working outdoors 
interests you, a career in 
construction work may be a 

perfect fit.  KANSEL, a non-profit 
organization providing adult educa-
tion services in Wichita, is offering a 
free seven-week construction train-
ing program.  The next seven-week 
program begins January 25, 2016.

      The KANSEL Construction 
Training Program teaches basic 
construction skills using the National 
Center for Construction Education 
and Research (NCCER) core curricu-
lum.  Students will receive instruc-

tion in construction math, materials 
handling, power tools, hand tools 
and construction drawings.  The 
course also includes a 10-hour 
OSHA safety course plus training to 
obtain a Class B CDL instructional 
permit.  Following the class, KANSEL 
staff assists students with job place-
ment. 

       “When a student completes 
our program we strive to get them in 
the construction workforce. Working 
with construction companies like 
Cornejo, Conco, Eby and Dondlinger, 
gives our students an outstanding 
chance for employment,” explained 

Linda Eaves, Executive Director at 
KANSEL. 

     The construction training 
program welcomes adults aged 18 
and over, and specifically encourages 
women and minorities to apply. 

    For more information call 
263-9620 or go online to kansel.org.  
Interested individuals should plan to 
attend an information session sched-
uled for Mon., Jan. 11, at 2 p.m. or 
Wed., Jan. 13 at 10 a.m.  

     KANSEL is located at 2212 E. 
Central in Wichita and provides adult 
education classes including GED 
preparation.

Free Construction Job Training Program 
To Start New Class in January



Larry Burks (above) and Ashley 
Ruth Eckels were among the 
many citizens who sought 
information from the inalist 
for the Wichita Police Chief 
position.  Burks, vice president 
of the Wichita Branch NAACP 
was interested in how the 
candidates would work with 
the community.  Eckels, one of 
the youngest members of the 
audience, said she felt both 
inalists were too vague in their 
answers.  Despite the vague-
ness, Eckels choice for chief 
was Ramsay.   

Dance students of Karar Academy loaded 
up a party bus learlier on Saturday afternoon 
Dec. 12 to  spread Christmas Dance cheer. The 
students performed Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop and 
Ballet dances for residents at Cypress Springs,  
College Hill and LifeCare Nursing Homes. 

After their performances, the students did a 
Jingle Bells lash mob at Bradley Fair.  Kim-
berly Davis, Artistic Director at Karar Academy 
wanted the students to know the importance of 
giving and spreading joy to others during the 
holiday season.
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Wichita 
thurs. 14 King Family Movie Night.  
This King event is geared to parents and their 
children, ages 12 and older.  It’s a family movie 
night with a message and more at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Palace Theater, 535 S. Ridge. Admission is 
free however children must 
attend with their parents.  
Maximum two children per 
adult.  Free popcorn and a 
drink will also be provided.  
Tickets are limited to the first 
275 and can be purchased 
online at www.eventbrite.
com.  This event is sponsored 
jointly by The Community 
Voice newspaper and the 
Wichita Branch NAACP.  

Fri. 15  2nd Annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Program  Sponsored by the 
Wichita Alumni Chapter of Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  
This event begins at 6 p.m. at 
Calvary Baptist Church, 2653 
N. Hillside.  The keynote 
presenter will be Dr. Robert 
Weems, professor of Busi-
ness History at Wichita State 
University and also an Alpha 
Brother.  Jan. 15 is King’s 
actual birthday and King was 
an Alpha, so the brothers are especially proud.  

sat. 16  MLK Community Pancake 
Feed  Come together community for this special 
early King event from 7 – 11 a.m. at Speak Out 
Kansas,  2201 E. 13th St N. There is a $5.00 
donation for breakfast, children under six eat 
free. Your Servers will be youth from our Speak 
Out Kansas Strong Life Coaching Program. 

sat. 16  King Program and Breakfast  
Christian Faith Center, 1130 S. Broadway.  We 
don’t have a lot of details on Christian Faith’s 
planned programs for this year, but wanted to 
make sure to include them.  The past few years 
they’ve had a very robust program that culmi-
nated with a parade up Broadway to the Douglas 
and the Chester Lewis Reflection Park.  We’ll 
have more details in out next issue and online in 
the interim.  

sat. 16  Day of Service Project  Spon-
sored by The Kansas African American Museum.  
This year the museum’s efforts will benefit the 
Union Rescue Mission.  Gather at the museum, 
601 N. Water, at 11 a.m.  We’ll post more details 
as they become available.  

sat. Jan. 16  TKAAM MLK Celebra-
tion.  This year, the museum’s celebration will 
feature the Wiley College Choir from Marshall 
Texas.  The program begins at 8 p.m. at Chapel 
Hill United Methodist Church, 1550 N. Chapel 
Hill, that’s just north of the 13th St. Warren 
Theater.  
 
Mon.19  2015 MLK Worship Celebra-
tion This popular event begins as noon, but 
arrive early to get a 
seat.  It’s at Wichita 
State University’s 
Metropolitan Com-
plex, 5015 E. 21st St. 
N.  Sponsored by the 
Greater Wichita Min-
isterial League, this 
year’s speaker is Dr. 
Lance D. Watson, Sr. 

Pastor of St. Paul Baptist Church, Richmond, 
VA.  If that name sounds familiar, it should, he 
was last year’s speaker and he’s back by popular 
demand.  The brother really brings a timely and 
relevant message.  

Junction city
Mon. 18    King  Celebration Program  
Begins at 10 a.m. at the Junction City/Geary 
County Opera House, 7th and Jefferson St.  This 
year, the program will highlight the contribu-
tions of the United States Army Buffalo Soldiers 
who defended a fledgling United Sates of Amer-
ica.  Special tribute will be given to two area 
veterans:  United States Army Retired Master 
Sergeant and Buffalo Soldier Nolan Self, age 97, 
and 92-year-old 1st Sergeant U.S. Army retired 
Albert Curley who served in the 9th Calvary and 
92nd Infantry Division during World War II.    

hutchinson
The theme for the Hutchinson Celebration is, 
“Picking Up the Baton: What are you doing 
for others.”
  
sun. 17   King Holiday March  The 
march begins at 2:45 p.m. at Second Missionary 
Baptist Church, 1008 N. Ford.  The march to 
the Stringer Fine Arts Center on the Hutchinson 
Community College campus will be led by the 
HCC Jazz Band.  

sun. 17  King Program  Begins at 3 
p.m. at the Stringer Fine Arts Center, 1300 N. 
Plum.  The speaker for both this and Monday’s 
program will be Rev. Leroy E Adams, Jr- Pastor 
of  Morning Star Baptist Church, Omaha, NE.  A 
number of groups will be singing including the 
Southwest District Choir directed by Cherrie 
Dennis Cottner and the Emancipation Day Youth 
Choir.  The president of Hutchinson Community 
College and students from the HCC Student 
Government Association will welcome the as-

sembled group to the college.  

Mon. 18  King Program   Mon-
day’s program begins at 2 p.m. at the 
Stringer Fine Arts Center.  The program 
will include singing groups from 
HCC, Buhler High School combined 
choir, and the mass choir from Trinity 
Catholic High School.   Others on the 
program for include area legislators, 

the mayor of the City of Hutchinson and many 
other dignitaries.

salina 
Mon. 11  Reading of the Proclama-
tion   Salina kicks off its King Celebration with 
the reading of a proclamation  for the King 
Week.  The proclamation will be at 4 p.m. at 
the City/County Building, 300 W. Ash.  After the 
proclamation reading the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Citizens Ad Hoc Committee makes an official 
announcement of all King activities.  

Guest artist:  Flautist Galen 
Abdur-Razzaq The City of Salina Arts and 
Humanities Department is bringing artist Galen 
Abdur-Razzaq as a guest artist for the celebra-
tion.  He will present in the Salina public 
schools on Friday January 15 and appear at the 
Smoky Hill Museum for a public performance 
early that evening.  

Abdur-Razzaq is an arranger, composer, 
director, educator, and writer who has brought 
his unique brand of jazz to audiences across the 
globe over the 
last 30 years.  
A talented and 
renowned 
musician, 
Abdur-Razzaq 
has performed 
and recorded 
with some of the 
world’s greatest 
recording art-
ists, including 
Billy Taylor, 
Sonny Phillips, 
Gwen Guthrie, 
Curtis Boyd, 
Melba Moore and Sun Ra.

host church for this year’s celebra-
tion is Christ Cathedral, 138 S. 8th and the 
theme for the celebration is “Faith, Hope and 
Love, and the Greatest of these is Love.”   

Fri., 15  Open Mic with host Cash Hol-
listah   Open rap and spoken word artist will 
host this night with guest poets as well as a time 
for local artists to present their material at Ad 
Astra Books and Coffehouse, 141 N. Santa Fe.  
Begins at 7 p.m.  
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Celebrating King 
Across Kanas 2016 

Free Movie Night 
Great for Families 

T
his year, Wichita kicks-off the 
king holiday on Thursday 
with a family-friendly event, 

a showing of the movie Selma, 
followed by a brief opportunity for 
the youth to see  -- and learn from 
-- heroes of the movement, both old 
and young.  

on hand will be a participant in the 
Dockum Sit-in, the irst successful lunch counter 
sit-in and a representative of the recent college movement 
that “lexed their power” and made a positive difference.  

The movie is on Thurs, Jan. 14, 6:30 p.m. at the Palace 
Theater, 535 S. Ridge.  don’t worry, the kids our out of school 
on Friday.  Youth must attend with an adult.  Maximum two 
youth tickets to each adult ticket.  everyone who attends gets 
a free popcorn and a soda.  

Tickets are limited and available on a irst come basis.  
Tickets will become available online @ www.eventbrite.com 
on Jan. 1.  This event is sponsored by The Community Voice 
and the Wichita Branch naaCP.   

Dr. Lance D. Watson 

Galen Abdur-Razzaq
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17Sat. 16  Annual Pot Luck, 
6:30 p.m. in the host church Fellow-
ship Hal.  

Sun. 17  Annual City-wide 
King Service  Begins at 3:30 p.m. 
at the host church.  The guest speak-
er is Father Robert Smith director of 
St. Francis Community Services.  The 
Community Choir will be directed by 
Ramona Newsom.  There will also 
be a performance by Galen Abdur-
Razzaq, the guest artist.
 
Mon. 18  Youth-centered 
King Program  Sponsored by St. 
John’s Missionary Baptists Church, 
215 S. Chicago.  This program 
begins at Noon.  The guest speak-
ers will be Trey Walker and Damian 
Cooper.  Everyone is welcome.

Mon. 18  Community Dis-
cussion  At Ad Astra Books and 
Coffee, the topic will be Making Ends 
Meet: How Can We Spread Prosperity 
and Improve Opportunity? Plans for 
this program are still being finalized.  
We’ll keep you updated.  
 

topeka 
Living the Dream, Inc., a not-for-

profit community based organization 
in Topeka, is celebrating its 30th 
year of planning and executing King 
events in and around the Topeka 
area.  As you can see by their exten-
sive list of activities, the organization 
takes their mission of preserving 
King’s legacy seri-
ously. 
 Their theme for 
2016 is:  “Faith is 
Taking the First 
Step Even When 
You Don’t See the 
Whole Staircase.”

 Sun. 10   
Unity in the 
Community Day 
A kick-off musical 
will be held at the 
Mount Carmel 
Missionary Baptist Church at 4 p.m.  
Rev. Joseph Fisher, Sr. is the Interim 
Pastor. The Topeka Community Mass 
Choir along with diverse cultural 
groups from Topeka will provide 
musical selections.      

Mon. 11 – Fri. 15  
Respect for Elders and Pre-

Schoolers Week  
•MembersofLivingtheDream,Inc.
will be storytelling about the life 
of Dr. King to various Topeka area 
pre-school students throughout the 
week.  
•MembersofLivingtheDream,Inc.
will be delivering books and per-
sonal care items to various Topeka 
area senior centers in recognition of 
elderly citizens throughout the week.   
            
tueS. 12  Educational Out-
reach Day   Poetry Competition  
For students in grades 5th-12th, the 
contest will be held at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Antioch Family Life Center, 1921 
SE Indiana.  A reception will follow 
the program.

Wed. 13  Stop the Violence 
Day  Andrea Scipio, program man-
ager with the Kansas African Ameri-
can Affairs Commission, will speak 
to Topeka area middle school and 
high school students about making 
the right choices and anti-bullying at 
9:30 am at Washburn University, Lee 
Arena, 1700 SW College Avenue. 
 
thur. 14  Youth Day:  
“Drumming for the Drum 
Major”  Topeka area high school 
drum lines will be showcased, 7 
p.m., Highland Park High School 
gymnasium, 2424 S.E. California.  
Doors open at 6 p.m.  Admission is 
$2 or the donation of two canned 
food items.  

Fri. 15 Community Leader-
ship Day  
•A Community Leadership and 
Recognition Luncheon will be 
held at the Ramada Hotel and Con-
vention Center, 420 SE Sixth Street, 
at 11:30 a.m.  Several corporate 
leaders will be recognized for their 

sponsorship.  This luncheon is by 
invitation only. Tickets are $20 each. 
To RSVP a seat, call Valerie Mendoza 
at (785) 925-4215 or email: ltdlead-
ershipluncheon@gmail.com no later 
than January 12, 2016.

•AndreaScipiowillspeaktoCapitol
City School students 
at 1p.m.

•Dr.Benjamin
Chavez, Jr., CEO 
and president of the 
National News-
paper Publishers 
Association and 
the president of 
Education Online 
Services Corpora-
tion, will speak to the 
female residents at 
the Topeka Juvenile 
Correctional Facility.  
Presentations will 
be at 2:15 p.m. for 
females and 3:30 
p.m. for males.  

Sat. 16  Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Scholar-
ship and Awards 
Banquet  The 
evening begins at 6 
p.m. at the  Ramada 
Hotel and Conven-
tion Center, Regency 
Ball Room, 420 S.E. 
6thSt.Dr.Benjamin

Chavez, Jr., 
CEO and 
President of 
the National 
Newspaper 
Publishers Association and 
the President of Education 
Online Services Corpora-
tion, is the guest speaker. 
Graduating high school 
senior scholarship and com-
munity awards recipients 
will be recognized. Musical 
selections will be provided by 
the Lex Norwood Group, Dr. 
Beryl New, principal at High-

land Park High School, and signing 
will be performed by the clients of 
Advanced Individual Services.

Sun. 17  Fellowship Day  The 
Topeka Baptist Ministers’ Union is 
hosting a worship service at 6 p.m. 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church,  1327 

S.W. 37th St.. The speaker is to be 
announced. 
 
Mon. 18 Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday and Day of 
Community Service

•The Brown vs. Board of Educa-

tion National Historical Site in 
partnership with Living the Dream 
Inc. will host a King Holiday pro-
gram at 10:30 a.m. at the Historical 
Site, 1515 S.E. Monroe Street. First, 
second and third place winners 
of the MLK Art, Essay, and Poetry 
Competition will be recognized. 
Throughout the day, games, activi-
ties and musical selections will be 
presented. The wining art from the 
2016 MLK Art Competition will be on 
display from Dec. 21 – Jan. 29.  

•“WhoseDreamIsIt?”andthe
Center for Peace and Justice in part-
nership with Living the Dream, Inc. 
are sponsoring a free community-
wide soup dinner and program 

at ew Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church, 2801 S.E. Indiana, Rev. 
Delmar A. White,  Senior Pastor.  Dr. 
Beryl New, principal at Highland Park 
High School, is the guest speaker. 
Music will be provided by the Topeka 
Community Mass Choir. The soup 
dinner starts at 6 p.m. followed by the 

program at 7 p.m.  

•Inpartnership
with the Harvesters 
Community Food 
Network’s,“MLK
DayofService,”
members of Living 
the Dream, Inc., 
will volunteer at 
Harvester’s,  215 
SE Quincy S, packing 
boxes of food items 
for Topeka area citi-
zens in need of food 
assistance.   Volun-
teers can sign up for 
three different two 
hour shifts (8-10 
a.m.), (10a.m. – 
Noon) and (1-3 
p.m.)  by contacting 
the Harvesters Com-
munity Engagement 
Department at 
(785) 861-7750 or 
registering online at:  
www.harvesters.org/
Give-Time/Volunteer-
Sign-Up.

You can stay up 
to date on Living 
the Dream events 
on their website at 
www.ltdtopeka.
com
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The Highland High School Drumline are likely participants in the King 

High School Drumline Showcase on Thurs. Jan. 14 in Topeka.  

B
enjamin chavis, Jr. a longtime civil rights activist and 
president and ceo of the national newspaper Publishers 
association, will be the keynote speaker Topeka’s living the 

dream, inc.’s annual martin luther king Jr. Scholarship and awards 
Banquet.  

 always one to chal-
lenge the status quo, 
chavis catapulted onto 
the national scene in 
the early 1970’s as the 
leader of the Wilmington 
Ten, a group of wrongly 
convicted activists who 
were recently pardoned 
by north carolina gov. 
Bev Perdue.  he was a 
former president of the 
naacP (1993-1994) and 
in 1995 served as director 
and chief organizer of the 
million man march. he is 
also president, ceo and 
co-Founder with Russell Simmons of the hip-hop Summit action 
network (hSan), the world’s largest coalition of hip-hop artists and 
recording industry executives.

The national newspaper association is an organization which 
represents approximately 200 african american newspapers in the 
united States.  

in Topeka, chavis will be the keynote speaker at the king Schol-
arship and award Banquet on Sat., Jan. 16 at the Ramada hotel in 
downtwon Topeka.  For additional information and tickets, go online 
to www.ltdtopeka.com

Dr. Benjamin Chavez, Jr.  

Chavis to Keynote 
Topeka King Banquet  

If You Have a King Event 

That’s Not Covered 
Add it to our online 

listing at www.communi-

tyvoiceks.com.  

More Events Online 
We’ll post these events, 

updates and additional 

events we learn about 

online at www.commu-

nityvoiceks.com.  



A 
Series of reports have 
caught the attention of the 
Kansas Legislature and 

several grassroots community groups.  
The reports have deemed the Kansas’ 
Juvenile Justice System broken.  Now 
groups are working to figure out just 
how to fix it.  

How broken is the system? Well it’s 
hard to find anything positive in the 
evaluation by the nonpartisan Council 
of State Governments released earlier 
this year.  Combine that with a ranking 
as the 8th worst system for confine-
ment of youth in the country and you 
begin to see why the issue of reform-
ing the state’s Juvenile Justice System 
will draw a lot of attention during the 
2016 Legislative session.  

What’s wrong with the system?  A 
lot, according to the spring study, as 
well as a study released last month.   
The November report was compiled 
by a  Kansas Juvenile Justice Work-
group composed of about a dozen 
individuals involved in the juvenile 
justice system at all levels, includ-
ing the courts, social workers, law 
enforcement and corrections.  That 
group’s finding piggy-backs on the 
spring study, but the group went fur-
ther and proposed 40 policy reforms.  
This report could serve as a blueprint 
for change, but only if the individuals 
involved in the system are ready for 
change.  

Back to what’s wrong with Kansas’ 

Juvenile Justice System.  
Here are just a few of the 
issues identified in the 
reports.  

The state sends to 
many youth to prison  
Kansas youth incarceration 
is higher than most other 
states even though the 
youth crime rate in Kansas 
is actually lower than the 
national average and has 
fallen more than 50% in 
the past ten years.  

The system targets 
the wrong youth Eighty 
percent of youth sent to 
juvenile justice placements 
in Kansas are only low or 
moderate risk.  However, many in-
depth studies have shown incarcera-
tion and out-of-home placements of 
low-or-moderate-risk youth actually 
increase the risk that youth will com-
mit and offense in the future.  

Although Kansas never sentences 
adults to prison for low level misde-
meanor convictions, 35% of Kansas 
youth released from prison in the 
previous year had been convicted of 
misdemeanors only.  

The systems has limited alter-
natives to detention.  Because of 
this, the state is force to mix low-level 
risk youth with more serious offend-
ers in detention facilities.   

The system does little to iden-
tify and tailor the supervision 
and treatment of youth based on 
their risk levels.  Data indicated 

that youth 
placed out-
of-home, 
on Case 
Manage-
ment 
received 
nearly 
identical 
services 
to those 
youth who 
remained 
at home 

on community supervision.  This held 
true across all characteristics such as 
offense type and prior history.  

 The system lacks consistent 
standards  Decisions on how to 
handle youth are made with few if 
any guiding standards.  Supervision 
levels, service referrals, and sanc-
tions and incentives are not guided by 
any objective structured assessment 
and decision making tools.  Because 
of this you see inconsistencies in 
treatment of youth across the state 
-- or justice by geography.  That lack 
of consistent standards also results 
in a disproportionately large number 
of youth of color at all steps in the 
juvenile justice process.  

The system is inefficient Each 
year, Kansas spends over $53 million 
to incarcerate kids or send them to 
out-of-home placement.  Extensive 
national research shows prisons and 
out-of-home placement are in fact the 
most expensive and least effective way 
to respond to offenses committed by 
children.  

It cost the state $89,000 per year 
to house a youth in a juvenile justice 
facility.  The workgroup found that 
evidence-based community programs 
cost significantly less than out of 
home placement.  However, with the 
state spending two-thirds of its budget 
on out-of-home placement, there 

isn’t much left for community-based 
programs.    

So how do you fix this broken sys-
tem?  There are a lot of recommenda-
tions floating around, but there’s still 
a lot of discussion needed.  Here are 
some generic themes coming from 
several groups.  

•Worktoreducejuvenileinvolve-
ment in the system by addressing 
the needs of lower risk youth with 
targeted services and “swift and ap-
propriate sanctions.”  

•Protectpublicsafetyandcontain
costs by focusing juvenile correction 
facility resource on the highest-risk 
youth  

•Investmoremoneyinprograms
that have proven they work.  

•Startbyscreeningandassessing
youth to understand their risk level 
and the services that they need, versus 
the one shoe fits all approach.  

•Usediversionmore,particularly
with first and second  low-level of-
fenders.   

•Establishacriteriaforissuinga
notice to appear where law enforce-
ment officers write a Notice to Appear 
Citation rather than bringing the youth 
directly to the Juvenile Intake and 
Assessment Services.  Youth would 
be required to contact intake within 
a certain period of time with their 
parent or guardian.  Failure to ap-
pear would result in a referral to the 
county or district attorney. 
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Fix It!  Reports Say Kansas’ 
Juvenile Justice System is Broken
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice  

Ready for Change?
Sedgwick County’s approach to youth wrongdoing is changing to 
become more consistent with community values and evidence-based 
practies.  Come talk through how the county should engage our youth 
when they do something wrong.  

Tues., Jan. 12, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
WSu metroplex, 29th and oliver 

Refreshments will be served  everyone is welcome, all ages, views.   
and voices.



Golden Agers Celebrate Christmas with Dinner 
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PHOTOS:  
1. Bonita Gooch, (L) editor of The 
Community Voice joined the fun.  
She’s pictured with Margaret Good, 
(C)who led the seniors in songs, and 
Jozel Eckels, chair of the Golden 
Agers Entertainment Committee.  
2.Pearline Green, (seated) is presi-

dent of the Golden Agers.  She’s 
pictured with Connie Nance.  
3.Among the other attendees were:  
Fannie English and Glenwood 
Glass, 
4.Jennie Lee and Barbara Relf
5.  Roberta and Wayne Norwood and 
5.  Mary Johnson and Pearl Penn.

1 2

3 4 5 6

Photos by Darius Smith and Bonita Gooch

T
he party “was on” Fri., Dec. 4, when members of the McAdams 
Golden Agers Club gathered for a Christmas Dinner and Dance.  The 
event, held at the Madison Avenue Apartment Club House, included 

a catered buffet meal, a Christmas Carol Sing-a-long, door prize drawings, a 
DJ and dancing.  It was great to see the seniors bust a move and those who 
were there know the seniors really did “bust” a move.  All we can say is, “you 
had to be there.” 

  Never ready to let grass grow under their feet, this week the seniors are on 
a Holiday trip to Tulsa to enjoy the Christmas lights.  
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The Wichita Alumni & Delta Upsilon Chapters of Kappa Alpha Psi would like to thank you for your 
support in 2012. Without you we would not be as successful in our endeavors. We look forward to 

continuing to serve the Wichita community by promoting achievement in every field of human endeavor.

Happy Holidays 

The Brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

Happy Holidays

From the men of 

OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY

GAMMA UPSILON CHAPTER

    

   
 

  

 

Season’s Greetings 
    

  
  

   

Wichita’s Graduate Chapter

 
Wichita’s College Chapter  



Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year  

from the Sire Archon and Archons of 

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity 
Alpha Nu Boulé

 
 

 
Greater Wichita Pan-Hellenic Council                                                                          

 

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year 
    

 

Hott Tees and Masks – 7 February 2015 

 

                                                                                   

                                        
 

Greater Wichita 
Pan-Hellenic Council 

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year 

1906         1908          1911         1911       1913        1914       1920       1922       1963  

From the Divine Nine
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Barfields Boutique 

Barfields boutique 

STORE CLOSING SALE 

     Happy Holidays & THANKS 
    to everyone for your years of support.  

Buy for 
the Holidays 

at a 
discount 

 

Mark 
Downs
Galore

Last 
Minute 

Holiday 
Gifts  

316-269-4560  •  1907 E. 21st  •  Wed. - Sat.  10 a.m.- 6 p.m.

1

2 4

3 5

PHOTOS:  
1. Sierra Scott (L) and Rev. Pam King-Burns present her Warrior 
Women certiicate to Rev. Marilyn Shaw.  
2.  Tye McEwen and Jennifer Winn were among the honorees 
3.  Jill Docking, former candidate for KS Lt. Governor, was the 
keynote speaker.  
4.  Nisha Weems, Mary Dean and Shirley Benton-Kelly supported the 
event.  
5. Mayor Jeff Longwell and City Councilwoman Lavonta Williams 
present a proclamation to event organizers Donna Chanler and 
Bernia Williams  

 These Warriors have been fight-
ing for causes in the community for 
years and that’s why Bernia Williams 
and her non-profit organization 
Woman to Woman recognized about 
a dozen women at a special event 
held Sat., Dec. 5 at the Wichita 
State University Hughes Metroplex.   
Keynote presenters for the luncheon 
program were Jill Docking and Dr. 
Daisy Kabagarama.  

While the fundamental purpose of 
the awards program as to honor  the 
contribution of unique women who 
have given tirelessly to the shaping 
and building of the community, the 
event was also a fundraiser for to 
help Woman to Woman to continue 
its efforts to help women return-
ing home from prison successfully 
reenter society and become produc-
tive citizens. Founded in 1999, the 
organization seeks to assist women 
with housing, clothing, computer 
skills, employment, healing, life 
skills, and spiritual guidance. Your 
financial support and prayers are 
greatly appreciated.

Warrior Women  Recognized for Fighting the Good Fight
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Seasons Greetings

From the Organizers of the 

Annual Wichita Black Arts Festival

see you 

Labor Day Weekend 2016 

Seasons Greetings
From the Organizers of the 

Annual Wichita Black Arts Festival

see you 

Labor Day Weekend 2016

Merry 
Christmas

&

Happy
New Year

McAdams Golf Club
wishes each of you a 

We appreciate your support and wish you 
      the best in the coming year.

see you 

Labor Day Weekend 2016 

The Board and Staff of the 

Wish our friends and supporters

A Very Merry Christmas and 
A New Year Filled with Hope!

Urban League of 
Kansas
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Happy Holidays from all of us at 

Tiara’s 
Place

Donnie & Gerald

Soul Food ... the way 
you remember it

1339 N. Hillside  • 683-4955

Hours:  Tues. - Sat.  
11a.m. - 6 p.m.  

Seasons Greetings & 
Happy New Year

A 501(c)3 non-profit corporation 

Thank you Wichita, for your support. 

Black WomenEmpowereD 
in Wichita, Inc.

2251 E. 21st Street 

239-6403

Have A Wonderful 
Holiday Season

AFRICAN AMERICAN FACULTY 

AND STAFF ASSOCIATION

WICHITA STATE 

UNIVERSITY

Wishing 
you a 
Happy &
Peaceful 
Holiday 
Season 



The overlying objective of the SAFE 
Act, as presented to the legislature and 
citizens, is to eliminate the possibility 
of voter fraud.  One type of fraud would 
be people who are not U.S. citizens 
registering and voting.  

However, in an effort to catch 
some, the SAFE Act has caught many 
in it’s net, with nearly 40,000 voter 
registration applications landing in 
“suspense” mode since the SAFE 
Act went into effect.  These are voter 
applications individuals completed --all 
that was needed to register in Kansas 
before – but still aren’t able to vote 
because they didn’t provide proof of 
citizenship at the time they turned in 
the form.  Sadly, the great majority of 
these applications belong to young 
people who are interested in becoming 
involved in the electoral process, but 
are being hampered by this additional 
requirement.  

Needless to say, few people walk 
around with proof of citizenship in their 
pockets.  No, a driver’s license isn’t 
sufficient.  For most people, their most 
accessible proof of citizenship is their 
birth certificate.  Others don’t have an 
easily accessible proof of citizenship.  

In the past, Civil Rights and 
community groups have used 
neighborhood voter registration drives 
as a way to grow the voter registration 
rolls.  They set up in front of the 
community grocery store or at a well-
traveled intersection, put up a “register 
here sign,” and go to work.  Now,  this 
staple of the Black community since 
the 60s, has been derailed.  You might 
complete the form, BUT – and it’s a big 
BUT – you’re not registered to vote until 
you turn in your proof of citizenship.  

Can you imagine how many people 
across the state  showed up at the 
polls last November thinking they were 
registered to vote.  Possibly, as many 
as 40,000, since that’s the number of 
applications currently in suspense.  

“It’s that second step, going back 
and turning in your proof of citizenship 
that hangs people up,” said Bonita 
Gooch, president of the Kansas Black 
Leadership Council. That is why, in 
addition to advocating for the repeal of 
the proof of citizenship requirement, 
KBSL is advocating for same day voter 
registration.  

Same-Day Registration (SDR) allows 
eligible voters to register to vote and 

cast their ballot on the same day. In 
the 2014 elections, voter participation 
averaged 12% higher in the 15 states 
plus the District of Columbia where 
Election Day registration is allowed by 
law.    

“We see this as an opportunity 
to counteract some of the concerns 
generated by the proof of citizenship 
requirements of the SAFE Act, while 
still addressing the Secretary of State’s 
concern about ‘voter fraud,’” said 
Gooch.  “On 
Election Day, 
motivated to 
vote, same day 
registration 
allows individuals 
to head to the 
polls with their 
ID and proof of 
citizenship in 
hand, to register 
and to vote, in 
one step, instead 
of in two.”    

KBLC sees 
SDR as a way to 
help increase 
voter registration 
within the 
boundaries of 
the Kansas SAFE 
Act, but still voted for the repeal of both 
the voter ID and proof of citizenship 
requirements of the SAFE Act.

Some of the benefits of Same-Day 
Registration are:  

Increases voter turnout. 
According to the nonprofitvote.org, 
during the 2014 elections, states with 
SDR outpaced states without SDR in 
voter participation by 12%.  

Eliminates arbitrary deadlines 
that cut off registration when 
voters are most interested. Many 
citizens become most interested and 
engaged with elections in the last 
few weeks before Election Day, when 
candidate debates and campaigns reach 
their peak and election registration 
deadlines have passed.  

Remedies inaccurate voter rolls. 
Many previously-registered voters lose 
their eligibility merely because they 
have moved. Others are never added to 
the voter rolls because of bureaucratic 
errors. With Same-Day Registration, 
these voters can simply update 
registration records or register anew at 
the polling place and vote a ballot that 
will be counted. 

Assists geographically inmobile, 
lower-income citizens, young 

voters and voters of color. The 
second step – turning in their proof of 
citizenship --  that finds 36,000 voter 
registrations in suspense in Kansas 
can be difficult for many  Kansans to 
comply with, especially those who have 
limited transportation or time during 
the day  to get to their county election 
office.  For some, the costs of mailing 
or faxing their proof of citizenship 
to their county election office can be 
prohibitive.   

A cost-effective 
means to 
increase voter 
participation 
while 
maintaining the 
integrity of the 
vote.  According 
to Demos.org, a 
telephone survey 
conducted by 
Demos of local 
election officials the 
incremental cost of 
SDR as “minimal.”   

According 
to the Wichita 
Eagle, Kansas 
Secretary of State 
Kris Kobach has 
already summarily 

dismissed SDR as a “recipe for fraud,” 
saying  people could go to polling 
place after polling place and register 
and vote the same day.  

Whiles Kobach’s fear goes against 
the statements of chief election officers 
in SDR states who cite little if any 
problem associated with an increased 
incidence of fraud with SDR, the 
KBLC is proposing steps to address 
the issue of fraud.  Working with the 
state Reviser’s Office, KBLC’s proposed 
bill only allows individuals who want 
to SAme Day Register, to o vote at ne 
location in their county, most likely 
the courthouse. Individuals who want 
to go to their polling place and take 
advantage of the SDR law would only 
be allowed to vote provisionally.  Their 
vote would only count after it was 
determined they had not voted more 
than once.  

“There is a 40-year history of safe 
and effective Same Day Registration 
in this country.  KBLC feels certain the 
legislators of Kansas will be excited 
about and support a system that gets 
more of their constituents involved in 
the election process, especially when 
it’s done within the boundaries of the 
SAFE Act. 
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“Black Horizons”
An autobiography by “Rip”  Gooch  

A 
Great 

Holiday 
Gift  

A great American 
success story of over-
coming against the odds.  

Born in the rural South, 
just ahead of the depres-
sion, Rip Gooch  found a 
way up and out, despite 
his humble beginnings in 

segregat-
ed South.

   

$20

Autographed copies 
available at:

The Community Voice 
2918 E. Douglas 
Wichita, KS  67214
(316) 681-1155
or email ulgooch@yahoo.com

A Life Changing Book 
of Christmas Devotions

“The Perfect Gift”
By Dr. A. D 
Kabagarama

For Details & 
To Purchase the book.  

Broc Records - belliottb2007@gmail.com
Roselines - 5025 E. 21st • Wichita

Loveness Mpanje - lmpanje@gmail.com
Dr. Kabagarama - dkabagarama@yahoo.com

Special rate for purchases of more 
than 10 copies

This book will bless 
you, your family, and 
your congregation 
at Christmas and 
throughout the year.  

Sample topics 

include :  •Love
•Peace  •Joy
•Healing  •and more

Merry Christmas and May the New Year be filled with Blessings.     
                                                                               Pastor Akiiki

Accompanying each 
devotion is a scrip-
ture, discussion topic 
and an exercise. 

VOTE,  
from page 2

Kansas Black 
Leadership Council
Platform Item 3 

Repeal the Kansas 
SaFe act  This law 
requires individuals to 
provide proof of citizens to 
register and vote.  

aDOpT Same or elec-
tion Day Voter Regis-
tration as a way to in-
crease voter participation.  
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3926 E. 13TH 
(13TH & VESTA) 

BRING IN THE 

NEW YEAR 
WITH US.

Doors open 9PM

Midnight 
Champagne Toast

$15 
per person

THURS. 

DEC. 31  

Dec  19  Chi-Raq  Film Discussion 
with Kevin Willmott, movie co-produc-
er.  Right after the run of Chi-Raq at the Art 
Center Cinema in Salina from Dec. 11 – Dec. 
17, join this discus-
sion at 4 p.m.  at 
the Art Center. The 
discussion will look 
at how the movie 
is relevant to ongoing community and na-
tional discussions about violence (gun and 
otherwise) policing, minority relations, and  
understanding across racial and cultural 

C
o
m
m
u
n
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divides.  Willmott is a professor of film at 
the University of Kansas.  The Art Center 
is located at 150 S. Santa Fe, Salina.

20 Senior Citizens Appreciation 
Dinner  Seniors in the Wichita area 
are invited to attend this annual din-
ner sponsored by the Gamma Upsilon 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.  The 
event is from 1:30 – 4 p.m. at Madison 
Ave Apartment Activity Center, 1005 N. 

Madison Ave.  The event is co-sponsored 
by :  Wells Fargo and the Wichita Branch 
NAACP.  

26 Kwanzaa Celebrations – See 
information on page 25.

27  Arri Simon in Concert.  Former 
Wichitan Arri Simon, who currently 
resides in NYC, will perform several 
original compositions from the McGuire 

& Simon catalog of Broadway-inspired music.  
This event begins at 7 p.m. at First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Wichita, 7202 E. 21st N.  
Tickets are $10 and available at the door. 
 
Jan.  6  Legislative Forum   Share your 
issues with members of the SouthCentral Kansas 
Legislative Delegation.  The forum is from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Sedgwick County Courthouse, 
1st Floor Jury Room, 525 N. Main.  Enter the 
building using the Northwest entrance.  Parking 
is available in the parking garage just north of 
the building.  

10-18 King Holiday events.  See details 
page 23.

12 Ready for Change  A discussion about 
how Sedgwick County approaches youth disci-
pline in both the courts and the school system.  
Anyone interested in the issue is invited to par-
ticipate in this round-table discussion – parents, 
teachers, employees of the court system, social 
workers, community leaders and friends  of 
youth -- at WSU Metroplex, 5015 E. 29th St., 5:30 
– 7:30 p.m.  ¬¬This event is free and refresh-
ments will be served.  

28  Public Meeting on the impact of 
Kansas Voter ID and Proof of Citizenship 
requirements on voter participation.  This 
meeting is to hear testimony regarding civil rights 
concerns related to voting requirement in the 
state.  This free meeting will be held from 9 a.m. 
– 5:15 p.m. at the Topeka and Shawnee County 
Public Library, 1515 SW 10th Ave.  Community 
input will be taken from 10:45 a.m. – Noon.  
 
Feb. 5 Souper Bowl. 10:30-2:00, Friday, 
Join us the Friday before "The Other" Bowl for 
soup, provided by some of Wichita's finest res-
taurants, handcrafted bowls, desserts and great 
bread. One out of seven families in Wichita live 
in hunger. Souper Bowl is a fundraiser for Inter-
Faith Ministries food programs and homeless 

SALINA

See CALENDAR , page 25

Umoja for Kwanzaa

J o i n  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  

M a d i s o n  C l u b h o u s e  

1 0 0 5 N.  Madison  

Event includes enstooling    
       of  New Elders 

  

Bring your favorite 

Bring your children & guests        f irst  25 children

S p o n s o re d  b y : 
Th e  Af r i c a n 

A m e r i c a n 
Co u n c i l  o f 

E l d e r s  &
Wi c h i t a
 B r a n c h
 N A AC P 

Black WomenEmpowereD in Wichita, Inc.

SISTER’S CELEBRATION 
& New Membership Drive 

Hol
ida

y

2707 E. 21st N.  •  6-8 p.m.  
FRI., DEC. 18 • 6-8 P.M.

Bring your favorite comfort food

Hope to see you there!

Mission:  To learn to love ourselves and let go of all 
emotional baggage which has hindered our progress to 
grow in every aspect of our lives.  

Kwanzaa Celebration 

Merry Christmas 
& Happy 
Holidays 

Tennis Classes start in April 
Instructors:  Alex Lee and Ron Thompson

 Free for kids who write an NJTL Essay 
(National Junior Tennis & Learning) 

Call 316.259.3023

McAdams Tennis Club & NJTL
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shelters. Tickets are $20 each; $15 for 
seniors or groups of eight or more.

6 Doris Kerr Larkin Brunch  The 
Kansas African American Museum is 
holding this event in that honors their 
founder and others in the community.  
Event begins at 10 a.m.  More details 
to come. 

27  Why We Laugh  Black Come-
dians on Black Comedy  Joined the 
board and staff of The Kansas African 
American Museum for a night of fun as 
comedian and documentary filmmaker 
Darryl Littleton share a lively lecture 
and then a comedy show about the 
history of Black Comedy.  The $50 
ticket covers admission and heavy hors 
d’oeuvres.  

27 Historically Black College  
Tribute Banquet  Sponsored by the 
Eta Beta Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  This event will 
be held at the Hyatt Regency, Wichita, 
tickets are $50.  

CALENDAR,  
from page 24

I
f you’re still looking for a way to make 
Kwanzaa a part of your family’s year-
end celebration, 

consider participating in 
one of our community 
Kwanzaa events.  

Kwanzaa, a celebra-
tion that honors African 
heritage in African-
American culture, is ob-
served from Dec. 26 to 
Jan1. Each day focuses 
on one of seven core 
principles, called the 
Nguzo Saba.  The scheduled Wichita celebra-
tions are on the first day of Kwanzaa – Umoja 
or unity- and the second day of Kwanzaa – 
Kujichagulia or Self Determination.  

The events are free and family friendly.  
Bring your children and help them learn 
more about their African heritage and cel-

ebrate this event meant to strengthen Black 
families and culture.  

26  11th Kwanzaa 
Celebration  sponsored 
by the Council of Elders 
and the Wichita Branch 
NAACP at the Madison 
Avenue Clubhouse, 9th and 
Madison, from 3 to 6 p.m.  
The elders wil provide the 
greens and participants are 
asked to bring their favorite 
salad ingredient(s).  Zawadi 
(gifts) will be give to the 

first 25 children.   
26  Community Kwanzaa Celebration 
sponsored by the Wichita Griots: Keepers 
of the stories, 3 p.m. at The Kansas African 
American Museum, 601 N. Water.  Participans 
will enjoy seven exciting stories told around 
the principles of Kwanzaa.  This event is free.  

Local Events to Celebrate Kwanzaa

The seven principles around which Kwanzaa is centered 
are called the nguzo Saba in Swahili.  The principles are: 
Umoja  (OO-MO-JAH) unity stresses the importance 
of togetherness for the family and the community, which is 
relected in the African saying, “I am We” or “I am because 
We are.” 
Kujichagulia (KOO-GEE-CHA0GOO-LEE-YAH) 
Self-Determination requires that we deine our common 
interests and make decisions that are in the best interest of 
our family and community.  

Ujima (OO-GEE-MAH) Collective Work and 
Responsibility reminds us of our obligation to the past, 
present and future, and that we have a role to play in the 
community, society and World. 
Ujamaa  (OO-JAH-MAH) Cooperative economics 
emphasizes our collective economic strength and encourages 
us to meet common needs through mutual support. 

Nia  (NEE-YAH) Purpose encourages us to look within 
ourselves and to set personal goals that are beneicial to the 
community. 

Kuumba (KOO-OOM-BAH) Creativity makes use of our 
creative energies to build and maintain a strong and vibrant 
community. 

Imani (EE-MAH-NEE) Faith focuses on honoring the best of 
our traditions, draws upon the best in ourselves, and helps 
us strive for a higher level of life for humankind, by afirming 
our self-worth and conidence in our ability to succeed and 
triumph in righteous struggle.  

Understanding the 
Kwanzaa Principles






Want to Learn More About Kwanzaa? 

I
f you want to know more about how to celebrate Kwanzaa, local storyteller 
Tasleem Muqtasid has a CD about Kwanzaa called “Kwanzaa What it is and 
How to Celebrate it” for $10 at Roselines International, 5025 E. 21st., 682-7009. 

It will be available at the Council of Elders Kwanzaa Celebration.  
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For more 

information
Call 

Cliff Cross 
Wichita, KS

office 
(316) 721-4200

cell
(316) 841-0091 

    

$20,000 
INSURANCE FOR 

$28/YEAR  

Super Youth Term 
Life Insurance 

Something For Young. Old. & In Between

This policy covers the policyholder for his/her 

entire life.  This plan was created specifically for 
members between 45-85 who are interested in 

covering their final expenses or healthcare ex-

penses that are not completely covered by health 

insurance. 

EVEN
MORE 
GREAT 
RATES! 

Final Expense 
Life Insurance 

45 18.94  21.10 $10,000
55 25.06 29.33 $10,000
65 35.67 43.16 $10,000
75  31.57 38.49  $5,000

Age Female Male 
Amount 

of Insurance
 

Final Expense Annual Premium
(non-smokers) 

Modes:  semi annual, quarterly, monthly draft or 
monthly direct bill 

No height or weight restrictions 

Some applicants require phone interview 

Whole life program 

KSKJ is an Illinois based non-for-profit fraternal organization.  

Holiday Giving 

40 Years 
Insurance 

Service



T
he persistent economic 
gap between Whites and 
Blacks is a deep-rooted 

problem dating back to the 1960’s 
when the U.S. Census Bureau began 
tracking these figures.  The 
unemployment rate for 
African-Americans stood at 
10.4% in December, more 
than twice that of Whites, 
as it has been for most of 
the past 40 years.

Blacks’ real median 
household income ticked 
up to $34,598 in 2013, 
but that figure was roughly 
59% that of Whites’, a ratio 
that has also not varied 
much since 1967.

Where African-Ameri-
cans took a significant step 
back in recent years was 
in household wealth, which plunged 
31% during the recession, including 
a steep 35% decline in their retire-
ment assets, which the Urban Insti-
tute suggests was partially due to the 
unemployed drawing down savings 
to cover living expenses. The wealth 
of White families fell a comparatively 
mild 11% from 2007-10.

While economic condition vary 
widely between African Americans 
and White, the economic status of 
African Americans varies widely 
based on where they’re located 
within the country.  Forbes magazine 
took a look at America’s 52 largest 
metropolitan areas and determined 
the cities where African Americans 
are faring the best.  

They weighed the areas on three 
factors -- homeownership, entre-
preneurship, as measured by the 
self-employment rate, and median 
household income, factors they con-
sider as indicators of middle-class 
success. In addition, they considered 
a fourth category, the growth or 
decline of African Americans in each 
of these cities.  Each factor was given 
equal weight.

Southern Exposure
After fleeing the south after the 

end of slavery, African Americans 
have reversed that trend.  The first 
measure of that trend showed up 
statistically in the 1970s.  Today, 
Dixie has emerged, in many ways, 

as the new promised land for 
African-Americans.  In the Forbes 
survey, the South accounts for a 13 
of the top 15 metro areas for African 
Americans.

At the top of our list is Atlanta, 
long hailed as the unofficial capital 
of Black America. The city, which 
in the 1960s advertised itself as 
“the city too busy to hate,” has long 
lured ambitious African-Americans. 
With its well-established religious 
and educational institutions, notably 
Spelman and Morehouse, the area 
has a strong infrastructure for 
African-American advancement in 
the country. 

Some 46.9% the metro area’s 
Black population owned their 
own homes as of 2013, well above 
the 38% major metro average for 
African-Americans. Atlanta’s African 
Americans have 
a median house-
hold income of 
$41,800, also 
considerably 
above the major 
metro average, 
while their rate 
of self-employ-
ment, 17.1%, is 
second only to 
New Orleans.

Clear 
evidence of the 
Atlanta area’s 
appeal can 
be seen in the 
growth of the 
Black popula-
tion, up 50% 

from 2000 through 2013. This is 
also well above the of 28% average 
growth in the African-American 
population in the nation’s 52 biggest 
metro areas during the same time.

This shift of African-Americans to 
Southern metro areas is widespread. 
Population growth since 2000 above 
40% was posted by No. 2 metro 
area Raleigh, N.C.; Charlotte, N.C. 
(sixth); Orlando (seventh) as well 
as the three cities that tie for eighth 
place: Miami; Richmond, Va.; and 
San Antonio. The same can be said 
of Texas’ other big cities: Austin 
(11th), Houston (12th) and Dallas-
Fort Worth (13th).

If there’s a challenger to Atlanta 
and the renewed Southern ascen-
dency for African-Americans, it’s 
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Black Families in These 10 Cities 
Are Doing the Best Economically

Topeka  

Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel
401 SW harrison St

Bowser-Johnson Funeral Chapel 
723 SW 6th Ave

Above All Books & Gifts
1921 Se indiana

Hy Vee
2951 SW Wanamaker

Out Box
933 Se 21st

Lady Jewell’s Liquor
1707 Se 29th St

Marion Clinic
1001 SW Garield
Triple Edge Barber Shop
1724 Se 29th St

El Shaddid Church
 920 Sherman

New Mount Zion
 2801 Se indiana

St John AME
701 SW Topeka Blvd

St Mark
 801 nW harrison ST

Hillcrest Community Center
1800 Se 21st

Kansas State Capitol 
Visitor Center
300 SW 10th

Apostolistic Church of Jesus Christ
2420 S.e. Bellview Ave

New Jerusalem Baptist Church
1018 S e 8th Ave

Mt Carmel MBC
610 S e Lime

Faith Temple
1162 S W Lincoln St

Walmart
2630 S e California

Crestview Community Center
4801 SW Shunga Dr

Garield Community Center
1600 ne Quincy St 

Ashbury Mount Olive United Methodist  
1196 SW Buchannan

Cynthia’s 
360 Grant Ave

Voice Distribution Locations
(Topeka and Junction City)

Here are our current

Check online at www.voiceitwichita.com 

for Distribution locations in Salina, Manhattan, Hutchinson and Lawerence.

Let us know if you have a suggetion for a distribution location.

Email - class@tcvpub.com

Junction City

New Church of the 
Living God
1315 W Ash

Ward Chapel 
1711 n Jefferson

Second Missionary 
Baptist Church
701 W 10th

Living Word 
International Ministries
1704 St mary’s Rd

Church of Deliverance 
1516 n Jefferson

Pentecostal Church of
Jesus Christ
239 W 5th St

VFW   
1215 S Washington 

Deva Style   
317 Grant Ave 

Stepping Out  
718 n. Washington St

Kompluhments  
1706 n. Washington St

Ms. Cynthia One Bite Delite 
360 Grant Ave

Mark’s Hair Salon  
1030 W. 6th Street

Geary Country 
Senior Center 
1025 S. Spring Valley Rd

Valley View Senior Life 
1417 W. Ash Street

Manhattan Free 
Methodist  
1231 Poyntz Ave.

The Salvation Army  
300 Poyntz Ave.

Job Corps   
4620 eureka Dr.

Diva Stylez
908 Grant Ave

Foster’s Cuts
1746 Jackson

Mark’s Hair Salon
1030 W. 6th St. 

See 10 CITIES , page 31

#1 City for African Americans  
Do you recognize this city?  It’s the unoficial capital 
of Black America.  Identify what makes this city a top 
draw and ind out the other top -- and worst cities 
--  on page 31.  
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Jackson
Mortuary

In the memory and 
legacies of those not here 

1926-2015, 
Give love, and be open to 
receive love, 
Be blessed, share your blessings, 
Reach back, reach out, 
Be hopeful, Give hope, 
And know these acts of kind-
ness bring joy in the morning. 

Jackson Mortuary Staff
Happy Holidays,

Ronald Edward Sledge
Alonzo Franklin
Constance Lasley
Lana Geneva McCraw
McArthur Thomas
Alma Collins
Raymond A. Owens, Sr.
Josue’ Joel Rivas
Marie Johnson
Bobby Benny Maxwell
Wilma Frances Tisdale
Leroy Kemper
Jackie Kenneth King, Sr.
Sher�eld Dawson
Harold Walker
Jeanie Ware
George Nelson Rogers, Sr.
------
Drusilla Triplett
Margaret Williams-Fields
Nathaniel Gracey
Lois Jean Carthen
Johnie Williams
William Thompson
John Ashner Jones
Quentin Brown
Steve Cole
Clarice K. Bonner
Rozila Franklin
Helen M. Presley
Phyllis M. Waller
Hebron Harper
Dorothy M. Wilson
Bobbie L. Harris
Herbert Jones
Chiann Covington
Willie Gunter
------
Jettie P. Dennis
Berta Gentry
Patrick Maples
Brenton Fatherree
Nyeimh G. Mathis
Bobbie J. Polite
Shirley Ann Holieworth
Leandro Fuentes Gonzales
Margaret K. Grant
Charles E. Tomlinson
Patricia Ann McQueen
------
Casandra Kay Herndon
John Henry Moore
Jimmie Lee Bruner
Curtis E. Anderson, Sr.
Marjorie G. Vanzant
Frank Crawford

Paul L. Block
Artensia Woodard, Jr.
Nesby Bolden
Lavoysur Dean
Lucille Bolden
Gertrude Duckett
Royce E. Stevenson
Gregory L. Paulk
Delannie Analee Retana
Lonnie Ann Jackson
Mary E. Broadus
Darrell Dwayne Berry
Fannie Mae Hoy
Michael Dibbles
Oscar L. Jones
Rosia Bell White
------
Grace Looney Young
Minnie Lee Hollingsworth
Sadie Bernice Dixon
Alma Lee Mitchell
Jerline Johnson
Jody Lynn Reagans
Sharon Y. Spencer
Maxine R. Jones
Opal Handcox
Jesse James Ramsey
Katherine P. Cole
Roger Dale Tucker
----
Janice Kay McCrary
Bishop Joseph Cisro  
    Gilkey, Sr.
Denzler Cary Knox
William Davis
Leon Melvin 
    McClennon, IV
Linda D. Clayton
Ellen Geraldine Claibourn
Jackson Hill, III
Frances L. Gustin
Laletha Ann Reed
Rosie Marie Maloney
Pedro S. Toscano
William W. Burney, II
Lee Hutton
Charles Franklin
Rev. Keith Collins Spencer
Cli�ord Washington
Daisy Mae Dean
Barbara Jean Burkhalter
Edna Mariam McDonald
Arlease Walker
-----
Anita Fischer
Eugene Carthen

James Maurice Conley
Kevin Johnson
Mattie Jones
Callie D. Smith
Marva Evette Carter
Perkins Scott
George Edward Howard
Connie Reese Davis
James Garmon
Richard Wayne Hughes
Nita Patterson
Linda N. Pete
Raymond Reid
Harry Embray
Kenneth T. Price
Marva Lois White
Kathleen Louise Eldridge
Azseria La’Jahna Collins
Joe Louis Cora
----
Alfreda Taylor
Eddie J. Walker
Anita Frances Burney
Jamie Gardea-Muniz
Robert Morris Lee
Darnell Collins
Sandra O. Lowe
Bertha Ruth Phillips
Nancy Carol Wilson
Dante Williams
David Marlowe
Lynett C. Mosley
Janie R. Savage
Cora Lee Wilson
Hugh Oliver, III
Rogers L. Green
Jamhal Daai Henderson
Nancy R. Munuve

----
Mildred Saunders
Linda M. Blackman
Myrna Kay Porter
Millie Mae Candate
Kevin Alan Smith

Prescilla Lott
Evelyn Nichols
Alvin K. Ross
Mr. Essie McCoy
Clifton Gaines
Devoriah Ingram-Brown
Arlanders Lee McCraw, Sr.
Darlene Card 
Donald Gene Hawkins
Holice Pridgett
Fred Stanley Adams
Emily Mathis
Elijah Mathis
Mary Ellen Adams
Essie Mae Butler
Ruthie M. Adkins
Susan Ella Newbern
Alice Michelle Dotson

----
Rebecca Lee Morris
Dorothy Freeman
Traci L. Lewis
Sylvester Marshall, Jr.
Alfonso Lee Dunn
Belvia Pondexter
Vincent Eric Scott
Ernest Roy Irving, Jr.
Charles Daniel Bell
Charlie Vester Jenkins
Bryan Jerome McNeal
Ernestine Phillips
I. J. Randall
Rosa Lee Smallwood
Marie Isaac
Lester “Fran” Blake
Leola A. Mayo
Tyrone Dominick Riley, Sr.
----
Patricia Marie Buchanan
Altheria Usher
Sharon F. Toney
Jasmine Symone Love
Willie Mae Nickles
James Saul Cannon

Gianna Enriquez
Dessie Lee Green
Earl Wayne Bell, Sr.
Beverly Austin
Irene Lucita Hanna
Ana Daisy Reyes
Kenya Kokkola Alexander
Ardelia Ballard
Alva Willard Pannell, Jr.
Gerald Robinson
----
Naomi Jean Regular
David Christopher 
     Bean, Jr.
Tollie T. Riggs
Barbara L. Herndon
Cindy June English
Myrtle D. Turner
Claude Les Thompson
Marla K. Wilson
Cynthia Hardy
Margurite E. Peoples
Lucy R. Markham
Sletha Mae English
Henry L. Jones
Stephen Randel
Violet Coston Harvey
Jessie B. Bradford
Ann Starr Shirley
Gilbert Martin Daye
Maria Theresa Higgins
----
Ireece Henderson
Betty Ann Holloman
Susie Mae Lucas
Jimmie Sullivan
Cynthia Ann Love-Riggins
Glynda Faye Garrett
Eric Cranston Buncome
                              

 

During the holiday season, it is often time for us to cherish the gift of family  
and friends. Let’s take a moment to remember our  

loved ones (of 2015)not here to share this time with us.

remember to ....



Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays
 

615 W. Maple   

316-201-1660

From the staff at

Keosha

O’Dell

Maria

Robert

LeighAnn

Lamont

From our Family to Yours 

Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals and CremationsRobert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals and Cremations 

28

 o
B

IT
u

a
r

Ie
s

!

!!

!!!"#$%&$'()*$+,-(.$/%)01%2$)"&345
67859:5;%//<+3.59,/$$,5=5>32$?%@5A9"5BBB7C5=5DEF"GC6"8D7D 5

"#$%#&'(!)#*+!,'-#.$(!/0$1#(!2*!$!
3'(+24%'(+'.$(!5.$-6!+0$+!%#(#5.$+#*!
(2&#!$-6!%.#$+#*!+0#!#7%#1+28-$(!

%(2#-+4&$32(9!#71#.2#-%#:!!!!
5

;8'.!<7%#1+28-$(!,'-#.$(!".8=26#.!
*#.=2->!?81#@$A!B$C.#-%#A!!

D$-*$*!/2+9!E!F'..8'-62->!G.#$*!!!

RJ Bethea 

Funeral 

Wichita

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

Daye, Gilbert Martin, 85, died 
11/28/15.  He was a retired Boeing 
security employee.  Service was held 
12/4/15 at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  He 
is survived by:  
Sisters; Mary E. Mason and Mildred 
Gregory.

Bradford, Jessie B. 87, died 11/27/15.  
Service was held 12/4/15 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  She is survived by: 
daughters; Marva Williams, Jessie Jones, 
Joyce Hopkins, and son Jerry Scott.

Henderson, Ireece R. 84, died 12/1/15.  
Service was held 12/7/15 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  She is survived by: 
brothers;J ames Bennett, Orville Bennett, 
sisters; Della McFall and Pairlee Thomp-
son.

Higgins, Maria Theresa, 69, died 
11/28/15.  She was a homemaker.  Service 
was held 12/4/15 at North Heights Chris-
tian Church.  She is survived by: daughter; 
Charissa Higgins Hicks, son; Ray Higgins 

Jr., brothers; Joseph E. Ray Jr., Nathaniel 
C. Ray and Carl Shackelford.

Nelson-Holloman, Betty, 55, died 
12/1/15.  She was a homemaker.  Service 
was held 12/11/15 at Greater Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church.  She is survived by: 
spouse; John Collins, sons; Michael Phil-
lips, Willie Browning, daughters; Crystal 
Browning-Hudson, Sharmethrea, Nancy, 
Luerene and LaKashia Browning, mother; 
Dollie M. Holloman-Herbert, brother; 
Matthew Alexander, sisters; Linda, Marsha, 
Patricia Alexander and Geneva Markham.

Lucas, Susie Mae, 95, died 12/3/15.  
She was a self-employer cosmetologist.  
Service was held 12/10/15 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  She is survived by:  
daughter; Wanda F. Keeler, son; Frank B 
Lucas and grandson; Prentice L. Frye.

Sullivan, Jimmie Wayne, 80, died 
12/9/15.  He was a retired Boeing Aircraft 
employee.  Service will be held 12/18/15, 
10 a.m. at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  He 
is survived by: spouse; Joyce Ann Sullivan, 
sons; Allan Sullivan, Eugene Caldcleught, 
Marlon Williams, Byron Greeves and 
daughter Tanita Caldwell.

Brown, Wilie “Friss Ann” Mae Brown, 
58, passed 12/1/15.   Service was held 
12/8/15 at Mt. Zion Baptist Church.

Casanova, Raymond, 75, died 12/5/15.  
Service is pending.

Dixson, William “Peanut” Lee, 
93, passed 12/6/15.  Service was held 
12/12/15 at New Jerusalem Baptist 
Church.

Grady, Robert “Poor Devil” Birk, 
77, passed 12/5/15.  Service was held 
12/11/15 at Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Chapel 
of Angels.

Harris, Dejaunaudiue “Dejaun” 
Corona, 42, passed 12/9/15.  Service was 
held 12/17/15 at St. Mark COGIC. 

Piland, Jhonny W., 61, passed 12/3/15.  
Service is pending.

Rivas, Maria De Los Angeles, 90, 
Services are pending

Pastor Robert Earl Robinson

     

158 N. MADISON
Wichita 

Sunday School       9:30 am

BTU                             5:30 pm

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
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passed 12/9/15.  Special service 
was held 12/16/15 at White Chapel 
Cemetery.

Hudson Sr., Charles Gene, 64, 
passed 11/27/15.  Service was held 
12/12/15 at Peaceful Rest Funeral 
Chapel.

Williams, Wanda, 59, passed 
12/4/15.    Service was held 12/10/15 
at Living Word International Minis-
tries. She was the First Lady of Living 
Word International Ministries.  She is 
survived by: spouse; Bishop Clarence 
R. Williams Jr., son; Clarence “Champ” 
R. Williams III, daughter; Nataya “Pud-
din” Sharp, brothers; Leonard Givens, 
Roger Givens, Edward Givens, Fredrick 
Givens, Wayne Givens, Willie Givens, 
sisters;  Jackie Jackson, Beatrice Blue, 
and Earlene Palmer.  
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Biglow Funeral
Wichita

Penwell - Gabel
Junction City

Peaceful Rest
Topeka

Jones Sr., 
Shawn, 51, passed 
12/2/15.  Service is 
pending.

Medina-Tirado, 
Maria, 59, 
passed 12/5/15.  
Service was held 
12/8/15 in the 
Biglow Funeral Home Chapel.

Hollingsworth 
Jr., Charles 
Loyed, 46, passed 
12/8/15.  Service 
was held 12/15/15 

in the Biglow Funeral Home Chapel.

Bolden, Baby Ashanti Star, newborn, 
passed 12/11/15.  Service is pending.

Roma, Baby Angela Maria, newborn, 

OBITS,  
from page 28

Marsha 

Marsha E. Haney
Local UMC Pastor

LIVE LIFE ON PURPOSE

FAMILY

CAREER

BETHANY UMC

CEDAR CHAPEL

Join us early at

Or later at

Bethany United Methodist Church

1602 S. Main • Wichita
(316) 264-4240

Morning Worship: 9:30 a.m.
www.facebook.com/Wichita Bethany UMC

Cedar Chapel United Methodist Church 

1140 E. 47th St. S. • Wichita
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
www.facebook.com/Cedar Chapel United 
                     Methodist Church
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On behalf of the Tabernacle Bible 

Church, we send forth our heartfelt 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Greetings to all of you in the name of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

May the Son of God given to us be 

wonderful Counselor, mighty God, 

everlasting Father and Prince of Peace, to 

us not only during the Christmas season 

but also all throughout the New Year.  

Lincoln Montgomery, Pastor

Annie Montgomery, First Lady

& the Tabernacle Bible Church family

I John 4:9  In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.  (NKJV) 

1817 N. Volutsia • Wichita, KS  67214  (316) 681-3954



North Heights 
Christian 
Church and 
Chisholm Trail 
Church of 
Christ operate 
food pantries, 
helping people 
stretch their 
funds between 
checks.    

The winning 
church is 
Progressive 
Missionary 
Baptist Church, 
2727 E. 25th 
Street, Wichita.  
Congratulations 
to the members 
of Progressive 
and their Pas-
tor Roosevelt 
DeShazer.

We know a number of churches donate in their own way, through 
other organizations, or either directly to members of the community 
and even to members of their own congregation, and for this we thank 
you.    

Congratulations Progressive: Church Food Drive Winner  

Holy Savior 
Catholic Church & Academy

Church:
1425 N. 
Chautauqua
682-8712

Academy:
4640 E. 15th St.
684-2141

Christ is Born

 c
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W
e know that many churches reach out to people in need, during 
this giving season and throughout the year.  This year, the Com-
munity Voice and Popeyes joined together to encourage even more 

giving and in support of the Kansas Food Bank.  
We offered to give the church who donated the most food to the Kansas Food 

Bank, $100 worth of Popeyes Chicken to be used for the funeral repasts.    We 
selected the Kansas Food Bank because they support several Northeast Wichita 
soup kitchens and pantries.  Once a week, St. Paul AME and Grant Chapel offer 
a warm and filling lunch to anyone in the community that needs a free meal.  

Giving, Sharing, Caring

Pastor roosevelt DeShazer and the congregation 
of Progressive Missionary Baptist church donated 
the most food in our Northeast Wichita church Food 
Drive competition.  Thank you to the churches who 
participated.

 

We make a living 

by what we get, 
but 
we make a life by 
what we give.  



Lower your 
payments

with a 
DEBT

CONSOLIDATION 
LOAN

and give 
yourself a raise.

  

You’re the 
BOSS

How ‘bout 
a raise?

RATES AS LOW AS 
4.76% APR*

Offer ends April 30, 2016
Certain restrictions apply 

3100 E. Central • Wichita KS 
(316) 684-1500

www.greatplainsfcu.com  

*Actual APR depends on credit qualifications 

 

With approved credit  

M
any of the metro areas at 
the bottom of the forbes 
list are the once mighty 

manufacturing hubs where Southern 
Blacks flocked in the Great Migra-
tion: last place Milwaukee, followed 
by Grand Rapids, Mich.; Cincinnati 
(50th); Pittsburgh (tied for 48th) 
Cleveland (47th) and Buffalo (46th). 
African-Americans in these old indus-
trial towns earn on average $10,000 
to $15,000 less than their counter-
parts in Atlanta. Self-employment rates 
are half as high as those in our top 
10 cities.

Of course, none of this is too sur-
prising, given the long-term economic 
malaise in the Rust Belt. But some of 
our most prosperous metro areas are 
also not working out well for Blacks. 
These include San Francisco-Oakland, 
which tied with Pittsburgh for 48th, 
Los Angeles (40th) and Seattle 
(36th). In these cities, homeowner-
ship rates for African-Americans tend 
to be 10 to 15 percentage points 

lower, and self-employment close 
to half of what we see in greater 
Washington, Atlanta, Raleigh, 
Charlotte and the four big Texas 
cities.

Blacks populations have 
declined in some of these metro 
areas, including San Francisco, which 
has seen a 9.1% drop since 2000, and 
Los Angeles, where the African-Ameri-
can population has fallen 8%. Chicago 
(31st), long a major center of Black 
America, has seen a 4% drop since 
2000, while the Black population of 
the New York metro area (24th) has 
grown just 2.4%.  Places like Los 
Angeles and the Bay Area are losing 
Black population because of their 
high housing prices. Hollywood stars 
and tech titans may not mind, but it’s 
tough for most everyone else to buy a 
house in the big California cities and 
New York. Housing prices in Atlanta 
and Houston, relative to incomes, are 
about half or more less than those in 
the Bay Area.

Where African-Americans Are Struggling

the greater Washington, D.C., area 
which ranks third. The median 
Black household income in the 
metro area is $64,896, more than 
$20,000 above that of Atlanta and 
other top-ranked southern cities. 
Home ownership rates, at 49.2%, 
are also the highest in the nation.

As in Atlanta, Washington’s 
Black community has strong 
institutions of culture and 
higher education. The District is 
home to Howard University, the 
nation’ssecond-ranked historically 
Black university. Washington’s 
urban core may be becoming less 
Black — down from 60% in 2000 
to under 50% in 2013– but this 

has been more than made up for 
by the burgeoning population of 
surrounding suburban areas such 
as Prince George’s County, which 
is majority Black and relatively 
prosperous, with poverty rates 
well below those of the city. The 
key plus here appears to be the 
the federal government, which 
employs many people at high 
wages in the area.

Incomes also have been 
boosted by the government in 
No. 4 Baltimore, which enjoys 
the third highest Black median 
income and the third highest self-
employment rate after Atlanta and 
New Orleans. As in Washington, 
much of this prosperity is not in 
the hardscrabble city core, but in 
surrounding suburban areas such 
as Baltimore County.  
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This list is compiled by Forbes Magazine and based 
on the three factors identiied, plus growth in size of the 
African-American community.  
1. Atlanta, GA - Median household income: $41,803. 
Home ownership rate: 6.9%. Self-employed: 17.1%.
2. Raleigh, NC - Median household income: $42,285. 
Home ownership rate: 46.7%. Self-employed: 12.8%.
3. Washington, DC area - Median household income: 
$64,896. Home ownership rate: 49.2%. Self-employed: 
15.1%.
4. Charlotte, NC - Median household income: $36,522. 
Home ownership rate: 43.9%. Self-employed: 13.6%.
5. Baltimore, MD area - Median household income: 
$47,898. Home ownership rate: 46.2%. Self-employed: 
15%.
6. Virginia Beach-Norfolk, VA - Median household 
income: $40,677. Home ownership rate: 43.8%. Self-
employed: 13.2%.
7. Orlando, FL - Median household income: $33,982. 
Home ownership rate: 43.8%. Self-employed: 11%.
8. Miami, FL - Median household income: $36,749. 
Home ownership rate: 44.9%. Self-employed: 11.2%.
9. Richmond, VA - Median household income: $38,899. 
Home ownership rate: 47.8%. Self-employed: 12.7%.
10. San Antonio, TX - Median household income: 
$41,681. Home ownership rate: 40.8%. Self-employed: 
9.3%.

10 CITIES,  
from page 26 TOP 10 CITIES FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS  
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Stay In Touch Barber Shop 
is looking for two licensed 
barbers for rental space in shop.  

Call (316) 616-5996 for details. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY- BARBER
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*Breast substitution upcharge may apply. Price plus applicable tax. Price may vary outside the 48 continental United States. For a limited time only at participating restaurants. ©Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen, Inc. 2015 All Rights Reserved. Visit us at Popeyes.com

10 Pcs Mixed or 10 Handcrafted Tenders $1199

-

-

-

-

-

-

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

(Breast & Wing)

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

12 Pcs Mixed Chicken, 6 Biscuits, Lg Coleslaw, 
Lg Mash Potato & Gravy, Gallon Beverage*

* Tea or Lemonade
21.99

Present coupon when ordering. One coupon per customer per visit. Void where 

prohibited. Not valid with any other offer. Good at participating Popeyes only. ©Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen
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2.99

2.99

2.99 7.99

7.99

7.99
(Breast & Wing)

5 Pcs Chicken,
2 Reg. Sides & 2 Biscuits

(Dine in Only)

(Breast & Wing)

2 CAN DINE
FOR

$8.99Present coupon when ordering. One coupon per customer per visit. Void where 

prohibited. Not valid with any other offer. Good at participating Popeyes only. ©Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen
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with NEW! SMOK’N PEPPER RANCH Dipping Sauce

Broadway  

 west centraL  hiLLside 

rocK road

seneca 

Happy  Holidays From our Popeyes family to yours


