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Our New Website 
Has Launched  

G
o check out our new and 
expanded website at 
www.communityvoiceks.

com.  In addition to archived 
electronic copies of The Community 
Voice, there are copies of some 
of our more popular articles and 
hundreds of great articles that never 
make the print edition.  

We’re limited on the number 
of stories we can get in our print 
edition, but each week we receive 
hundreds of press releases and 
other great stories.  Now, we can 
share the best of them with you in 
the pages of:

W
e know our readers 
like to turn it up for the 
King Holiday.  What 

do you have planned?  Let our 
readers 
across 
the state 
know about 
your King 
events.  Be 
a part of 
our King 
Holiday list 
of activities 
in our Dec. 
17 paper.  

We 
know that seems early, but we 
go on our holiday break and 
don’t return with a paper until 
King Weekend, which is way too 
late to let people know about 
your event.  

PLeAse, GeT De-
TAiLs OF YOuR KiNG 
HOLiDAY eVeNT iNTO 
us NO LATeR THAN 
FRiDAY, DeC. 11.  

What’s Up For 
King Holiday?

Our last paper of the year is Dec. 17 
and we don’t return in the new year 
until Jan. 14.  If you have an event 
happening between Dec. 18 and mid-
January, get the information in to us 
for inclusion in this paper.  

Our Winter 
Break is 
ComingI

f your organization or church 
already have the dates set for 
events in 2016, save the date.  

Let others know you’ve already have 
an event planned and possibly avoid 
scheduling conlicts, by posting your 
event on our new and expanded 
calendar of events at www.commu-
nityvoiceks.com.  Don’t’ say we 
didn’t tell you.  





Save the Date

www.communityVOICEKS.com
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Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPKS
@AARPKS

aarp.org/KS

Westar Energy 
wanted a 
rate increase 
that was too 
high. Kansas 

families said 

“NO.”

When Westar Energy asked for a rate increase earlier this year, AARP 
Kansas pushed back on behalf of the 700,000 customers who 
would be impacted by higher electricity bills. Thousands of Kansans 
supported our efforts — writing, emailing and attending public hearings 
to speak out against these unreasonable rate hikes.

The Kansas Corporation Commission listened. In September, it agreed 
to allow Westar a $78 million rate increase — nearly half the $152 
million the company requested. And as a result, Westar’s customers 
will see their bills go up $5 to $7 per month instead of more than $15 
per month. That adds up to millions in savings over 5 years.

Utility companies are learning that Kansas customers won’t take 
extreme rate hikes lying down — and that AARP will continue fighting 
for reasonable utility rates.

To learn more, visit aarp.org/KS.



T
o ensure amnesty program 
participants can drive legally 
while they work to pay off their 

fines, the Municipal Court has part-
nered with the Kansas Department 
of Motor Vehicles to help individuals 
receive a restricted license to use 
during this up-to one-year period.  

The Wichita Municipal Court 
takes action to suspend approxi-
mately 8,000 license each year for 
failure to pay a traffic citation, said 
Donte Martin, the Municipal Court 
Administrator.

The restricted driver’s license 
allows individuals to drive to and 
from:
•Work,

•School,
•Medicalappointmentsoremer-
gencies,
•Probationandparolemeetings,
and
•Requiredcourt-relateddestina-
tion.

ThroughDecember30,theCityof
Wichita Municipal Court will assist 
driverswhohavebeensuspended
for failure to pay a traffic citation 
with getting their driver’s licenses 
reinstated. The restricted license 
program gives those suspended 
for failure to comply a restricted 
license for a period of 12 months.  
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F
or individuals who wish to 
participate in the 2015 Driver’s 
LicenseAmnestyProgrambut

areunabletopayduetoinan-
cial hardship, the City of Wichita 
Municipal Court has partnered with 
WorkforceCentersofSouthCentral
Kansas to allow these clients to 
receive credit towards their fines 
bytakingadvantageofWorkforce’s
services.

TheProcessforEarningCredit
1.Signupforthecareerdevelop-

ment credit option at the Court 
Clerk’s Office.

2. Visit the Workforce Center at 
2021 North Amidon #1100, Wichita, 
KS67203.

3.Completetheintakeprocessat
the Workforce Center.

4. Attend a workshop, meet with 
astaffmemberforindividualized
assistance, or use the computer 
tosearchforajoborbuildyour
resume. Have the instructor, staff 
member,orcomputerareamonitor
sign the attached timesheet after you 
complete each activity.

5.Submitthesignedtimesheet
to the Court Clerk’s Office every two 
weeks with a list of all of the activi-
ties completed during those weeks.

6.Municipalcourtstaffwillreview
the timesheet and apply credit(s) to 
yourines.Youcanconirmthebal-
anceofyourinesbycall-
ing268-4611orvisiting
the Court Clerk’s Office.
Restrictions
•Creditcanonlybeap-
plied to fines, not court 
costs.
•*Only3hoursof
computer activity / 
internet searching can 
becompletedforcredit
each week. You can use 
the computers as much as 
you like, however only 21 
hours of computer activity/ 
internettotalwillbeap-
plied to your fines.
•**Only3hoursofCareer
101 practice/tutorial can 
becompletedforcredit
each week. You can use 

the tutorial as much as you like, 
however only 21 hours of Career 
101practice/tutorialtotalwillbe
applied to your fines.
•Allactivitiesmustbecompleted
at the Workforce Center on North 
Amidon.

City Offering Amnesty Program for Suspended Licenses

How to Apply for a 
Restricted Licenses 

Program Allows You  to 
Earn Money Towards Fines

Contact Information 

Workforce Center
2021 n. amidon, #1100,
Wichita, Ks 67203
(316) 771-6800
Workforce-Ks.com
Hours: 
monday, Wednesday, 
thursday – 8:00am-5:00pm
tuesday – 8:00am-7:00pm, 
Friday – 9:00am-5:00pm

Wichita municipal Court
455 n. main st., 2nd Floor,
Wichita, Ks 67202
(316) 268-4611
(316) 268-4249 (fax)
Wichita.gov
Hours: 
monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm

activityCredit
Complete intake Process           $8
Computer Research*           $8/hour
individual Appointments           $8/hour
Career Ready 101**                        $8/hour
 
Workshop  Credit
Basic Computers 101           $28
Basic Computers 102                      $28
Getting the most from Google         $20
intro to mS Word 2010                    $28
intermediate mS Word 2010           $28
Advanced mS Word 2010               $28
intro to mS excel 2010                    $28
intermediate mS excel 2010           $28
mS PowerPoint 2010                      $28
Resume Writing                              $28
interview Success                           $28
Resume Writing /
interviewing Success                      $28
master Resume                              $28
Targeted Resume                           $28
Linkedin / networking                     $20
Job Search Success                       $28
Social media                                   $20
Job Readiness 101                         $28
Kansas WorkReady Assessment    $36
elevator Pitch                                  $24
Generations in the Workplace         $16

Wichita municipal Court
2015 Amnesty Program

Career Development 

Approved Credit List In a 

See LICENSE, page 19

I
nauniqueforgivenesseffort,the
City of Wichita has announced 
a cooperative program with the 

Kanas Division of Motor Vehicle, 
WorkforceAllianceandSunlower
Community Action, that gives am-
nesty to drivers who have had their 
licenses suspended for failure to pay 
a traffic tickets.  In the program that 
runsthroughDec.30,Participants
will receive a second chance at 
complying with their traffic citation 
without the threat of arrest or ad-
ditionalfeesbeingassessed.

The amnesty program applies to 
suspensions resulting from failure to 
pay City of Wichita Municipal Court 
traffic infractions.  Amnesty does not 
apply to:
1.Suspensionsfromothercourts
2.  Warrants for non-traffic related 
charges
3.Driver’slicensesuspensions
resulting from misdemeanor moving 
violations such as Driving Under the 
Inluence,DrivingWhileSuspended,
orFailuretoMaintainLiabilityInsur-
ance 
4.  Charges resulting in a revoked 
driver’s license

Participantswillreceiveamnesty
from warrants, collection fees, and 
City reinstatement fees.  

In order to receive amnesty, those 
withsuspendedlicenseswillbe
requiredtopayinfullallinesand

courtcoststhatareowed.Payment
planswillbeoffered,andthosewho
areunabletopayduetoinancial
hardship will receive credit toward 
theirinesbyperformingcom-
munityserviceatlocalorganiza-
tions or attending training offered 
byWorkforceAlliancetohelpjob
seekers gain employment.  Failure to 
pay cases in full within the negoti-
ated time frame will result in all 
waivedfeesbeingaddedbacktothe
case(s).

Eligibleparticipantscanobtain
a restricted license while they 
participate in the amnesty program, 
which allows them to make payments 
on traffic citations without the threat 
ofarrestoradditionalfeesbeing
assessed.TheAmnestyProgram
kicked off on Monday with repre-
sentatives of the Kansas Department 
of Motor Vehicles at City Hall to help 
answerquestionsrelatedtodriver’s
license suspensions and to assist 
eligibledriverswithobtaininga
restricted license.  

Suspendeddriversthatwould
like to resolve their outstanding 
obligationsandtakeadvantageofthe
amnesty program, should come to 
the City of Wichita Municipal Court 
Clerk’sOficeorcall268-4120for
assistance.  The Court Clerk’s Office 
islocatedonthe2ndloorofCity
Hall,455N.Main,67202.
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*Offer ends 1/3/16 to new commercial subscribers of Cox Business VoiceManagerSM Essential (excluding Centrex), Business Unlimited Nationwide Long Distance and Cox Business InternetSM 10 (max. 10/2 Mbps) in Cox-wired, serviceable 
locations. Minimum 2-year service contract required. Early termination fees may apply. Monthly service fee increases to $95.00 for months 7- . Any additional VoiceManager lines will be at the regular rate. Unlimited plan is limited to direct-
dialed domestic calling and is not available for use with non-switched circuit calling, auto-dialers, call center applications and certain switching applications. Prices exclude equipment, installation, taxes, and fees, unless indicated. Speeds not 
guaranteed; actual speeds vary. See www.cox.com/internetdisclosures for complete Internet Service Disclosures. Rates and bandwidth options vary and are subject to change. Phone modem provided by Cox, requires electricity, and has battery 
backup. Access to E911 may not be available during extended power outage or if modem is moved or inoperable. Discounts are not valid in combination with or in addition to other promotions, and cannot be applied to any other Cox account. 
Services not available in all areas. †Cox Business Visa® Prepaid Card available with qualifying new services ordered and activated between 9/1/15 to 1/3/16 with minimum -year contract. Customer must mention promotion code “reward promo” 
when placing their order to receive card. Account must remain active, be in good standing, and retain all services for a minimum of 30 days after install. Online redemption required. Void where prohibited. Limit one Prepaid Card per customer; 
total not to exceed $150. Allow 6-8 weeks after redemption for delivery. Cards issued by MetaBank®, member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Cardholders are subject to terms and conditions of the card as set forth by the 
issuing bank. Card does not have cash access and can be used anywhere Visa debit cards are accepted within the U.S. only. Cards valid through expiration date shown on front of card. Valid in U.S., territories and Puerto Rico. Offer subject to 
modification or withdrawal at any time without notice. Other restrictions may apply. ©2015 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

O ARTIST

Count on Cox Business—thousands of our 
customers in Kansas already do. 

Ask around and switch today.

COX BUSINESS INTERNETSM 10 AND VOICEMANAGERSM

INTERNET PACKAGE OPTIONS  
with maximum download speeds from 10 Mbps to 10 Gbps

20+ PROFESSIONAL FEATURES 
including Caller ID, Call Forwarding & Three Way Calling 

UNLIMITED  
nationwide long distance calling included

GET A $150 VISA® PREPAID CARD† 
MENTION “REWARD PROMO” TO QUALIFY. ONLINE REDEMPTION REQUIRED. CALL 866-440-9560   |   VISIT COXBUSINESS.COM

For 6 months with a 2-year agreement*

$85/mo*



I
f you didn’t get insurance from your employer, shop-
ping for health insurance used to be pretty scary. 

Much about the Affordable Care Act is still up for 
debate, but it is clear that the controversial health law has 
transformed insurance shopping, especially for people 
who do not get coverage from their employers and must 
buy policies on the individual market.

Here the difference is striking, said Karen Pollitz, a 
senior fellow with the nonprofit Kaiser Family Foundation.

“It used to be a pretty terrifying experience in the 
individual market. You had to be in perfect health to be 
offered a policy. It was pretty much the wild, wild west up 
until 2014,” Pollitz said.

“Prior to the [Affordable Care Act], there really wasn’t 
open enrollment for the individual market. If you needed 
coverage, you could sign up at any time, but you would 
be subjected to medical underwriting, and that meant you 
had to disclose your medical history and answer a whole 
bunch of questions before you could find out whether 
they would even cover you and how much you would pay,” 
said Christine Eibner, a senior economist with the RAND 
Corporation who has studied health reform since 2005.

Today, anyone can log on to healthcare.gov, type in 
their family size, age and income, and see a range of offer-
ings instantaneously.

“I don’t think there is any question that the standardiza-
tion that we’ve seen recently has really just transformed 
the individual market for the better,” Eibner said.

These days, there is less variation between health plans 
than there used to be.

Since 2014, all newly created policies have had to cover 

at least 60% of an enrollee’s total health care costs. And 
no insurance carrier is allowed to deny coverage due to 
a pre-existing condition or charge more for patients with 
fraught medical histories. Today, age is the only reason 
why one person would be charged more than another for 
the same policy.

In addition, it is easier to compare health plans side-
by-side than it used to be.

Obamacare requires all but large companies to cover 
the same set of “essential health benefits,” again eliminat-
ing areas in the past where offerings from two competing 
insurance carriers varied wildly.

Comparability was also increased by forcing those sell-
ing plans through health-insurance exchanges to organize 
their offerings into metal tiers: bronze, silver, gold and 
platinum, with platinum giving the most coverage but with 
the highest monthly premiums. This arrangement makes 
it easier for consumers to get apples-to-apples compari-
sons of products from different companies.

Those same companies are required to offer identi-
cal metal-tier plans outside of the government-run 
exchanges.

The Affordable Care Act has reduced the ranks of the 
uninsured by about 17 million, according to the latest es-
timate from the Congressional Budget Office.  Opponents 
point out that Obamacare was originally predicted to re-
move 20 million people from the ranks of the uninsured 
by 2015. They also note that the program has not been 
cheap. The latest CBO estimate found that health reform 
has a net cost of $74 billion this year, and it projects that 
price tag to jump to $95 billion in 2016.

W
hen you shop for cover-
age at HealthCare. gov, 
you’ll have a variety of 

plans from which to choose. To find 
the plan that works best for your 
family, you should consider many 
different factors, such as how much 
the premium costs each month, the 
yearly deductible, what services are 
covered before you meet the deduct-
ible, whether your doctors are in the 
plan’s network or specific prescrip-

tion drugs are covered, and whether 
you qualify for cost-sharing reduc-
tions that limit your out-of-pocket 
costs. While premiums can often be a 
deciding factor, these other consider-
ations could be just as important.

 A health plan’s deductible is the 
amount you owe for the health care 
services your plan covers before your 
health insurance plan begins to 

O
pen enrollment in the Af-
fordable Care Act continues 
through Jan. 31, but to have 

coverage starting by Jan. 1, you need 
to sign up by Dec. 15.   You can sign 
up online at healthcare.org or get 
assistance signing up by making an 
appointment with one of the federally-
funded healthcare navigators who are 
available across the state.  

Experts suggest allocation of 90 
minutes to complete the application 
process, although some people who 
have done it before have been able to 
finish in 40 minutes.  

What do you need to sign up?  
Before you set down at your computer 
or head to an appointment with your 
healthcare navigator, here is what you 
should have in place:

•Names,SocialSecuritynum-
bers, birth dates and addresses for 
everyone you want to cover in your 
household.

•Immigrationdocuments,if
relevant.

•Employerandincometaxforms,
such as your W-2.

•PolicynumbersandplanIDfor
any current health insurance plans 
covering you or family members.

•Ifyouoryourspouse’semployer

offers insurance, but you opt not 
to purchase it, a completed em-
ployer coverage form, found at: www.
healthcare.gov/downloads/employer-
coverage-tool.pdf.

•Yourhousehold’sestimated2016
income.

Income is particularly important 
because some people may qualify 
for two types of assistance to lower 
their costs based on financial need, 
Koenig said. People earning between 
100 percent and 400 percent of the 
federal poverty line can qualify for tax 
credits to reduce the cost of their pre-
miums, she said, and people earning 
between 100 percent and 250 percent 
also may get a form of cost-sharing 
that is applied toward deductibles and 
copays.

If you choose to opt out of the 
insurance program, note that you will 
owe a fee for any month you, your 
spouse or your tax dependents don’t 
have health insurance that qualifies as 
“minimum essential coverage.”  The 
2016 fine for not having insurance 
will rise to 2.5% percent of household 
income or $695 per adult and $348 
per child, whichever is higher. It had 
been 2% of income or $325 per adult 
and $163 per child this year. 
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See FIVE FACTS, page 7 



 Enroll by Dec. 15
 For Jan. 1 Coverage

Five Facts About Health
Insurance Deductibles

Obamacare has Transformed Insurance 
Shopping in the Individual Market

Open Enrollment for 2016
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T
he Affordable Care Act funds 
individuals called navigators to 
help individuals “naviagate” the 

enrollment process.  These services 
are free to use and can help smooth 
out the rough edges you might experi-
ence in the enrollment process.  Call 
for an appointment.  

In addition, representatives at the 
Healthcare.gov call center are avail-
able 24 hours a day, every day (except 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas Day) 
at 1-800-318-2596. Call Center repre-
sentatives can answer questions and 
help you enroll in coverage over the 
phone.

Wichita 
EC Tyree Health and Dental Clinic  
(316) 681-2545
Grace Med  (316) 866-2000
Hunter Health (316) 262-2415 
Health Core Clinic(316) 691-0249
La Familia (316) 267-1700
Via Christi Health (316) 689-5700 or
 268-5178

Topeka 
Hospital Assistance Program  
(785) 235-6800 
Kansas Association for the Medically 
Underserved (785) 249-2657 
Shawnee County Health Agency 
(785) 251-2136
Valeo Behavioral Health Care 
(785) 783-3124 
Family Service and Guidance Center  
(785) 232-7903
St. Francis Health Center (785) 270-7622 
Positive Connections  (785) 232-3100 

Stormont-Vail Healthcare, Inc 
(785) 354-6082 
Jayhawk Aging and Disability Resource 
Center (785) 235-1367 

Lawrence  
Heartland Medical Clinic, Inc.  
(785) 841-7297 
Lawrence-Douglas County Health De-
partment (785) 843-0721 (MAIN)

Salina
Central Kansas Mental Health 
(785) 823-6322 
Salina Family Healthcare Center  
(785) 825-7251 

Junction City/Manhattan
Konza Prairie Community Health Center 
(785) 238-4711 
North Central-Flint Hills Area Agency on 
Aging and Disability Resource Center  
(785) 776-9294 
Riley County Health Department  
(785) 776-4779 
Via Christi Hospital Manhattan  
(785) 776-3322 
Community Health Ministry, Inc.  
(785) 765-2250 

Hutchinson
Prairestar Health Center 
(620) 663-8484 
Hutchinson Regional Medical Center 
(620) 513-3177 
Kansas Association for the Medically 
Underserved (620) 615-1652 
St. Rose Ambulatory & Amp Surg Cntr  
(800) 736-2107 
St. Catherine Hospital  
(800) 736-2107 

Get Help Enrolling in Obamacare

pay. Preventive services like cancer screenings, 
immunizations and well-child visits are always 
covered without any additional costs to you.  But 
it’s important to remember that many plans cover 
the costs for certain key services before you meet 
your deductible, unlike what you might see in 
other kinds of insurance like for your car or your 
home. That means that even though your health 
plan has a deductible, it might not matter for the 
services you use most frequently, like primary 
care visits or generic prescription drugs.

Here are five things to know about deductibles 
in Marketplace plans:

1. All Marketplace plans cover recom-
mended preventive services without a 
deductible. Services like cancer screening, 
immunizations, and well-child visits will always 
be covered without having to pay your deductible, 
any co-pay, or other costs to you.

2. Many other health services are often 
covered without a deductible. Many health 
insurance plans provide some benefits before 
you meet the deductible. In those plans, you may 
be able to visit your primary care doctor or fill 
a prescription for a generic drug and only pay a 
copay – a small fixed amount you pay at time of 
service. Even specialist visits, mental health out-
patient services, and brand name drugs are often 
covered with no deductible, although you will still 
be responsible for copayment or coinsurance.

3. Look to see what your plan covers 
without a deductible. Plans differ in what they 
cover, so when you find a plan that you’re inter-
ested in, click on the plan on HealthCare. gov and 
look at the “costs for medical care. ”  That section 
will describe which services have a deductible and 
which don’t. Another way to get a more detailed 
view is to click on a plan’s “Summary of Ben-
efits and Coverage.”  There, you’ll see a detailed 
explanation of how the plan deductible applies to 
different services, and you can see examples for 

certain kinds of care.
4. Consider services covered without a 

deductible along with your monthly premi-
ums, deductible, and other out of pocket 
costs when choosing the plan that is right 
for you. When you choose a health insurance 
plan, it’s important to understand what your insur-
ance company covers without requiring you to 
pay your deductible. Then you can decide how 
to trade off monthly premiums, out of pocket 
costs including the plan’s deductible, and the 
set of services covered without a deductible. For 
instance, do you want a plan with lower monthly 
premiums and a higher deductible, or one with 
a higher monthly premium and a lower deduct-
ible? You can use the Out of Pocket Cost feature 
to estimate what your premiums, deductibles and 
co-pays may be for the year, based on the number 
of times you go to the doctor or get a prescription 
filled, to get a better understanding of your total 
out of pocket costs.

5. Silver plans can save you more. If you 
qualify for cost sharing reductions – as most con-
sumers who sign up for Marketplace policies do 
– you can save more. A family of four with income 
below $60,625 can qualify for additional savings 
with lower copays, a lower deductible, and more 
services covered with no deductible at all. This fi-
nancial assistance is only available if you purchase 
a Silver plan; so while a Silver plan may have 
monthly premiums that are higher than a Bronze 
plan’s, be sure to consider your total costs. If you 
qualify, your maximum annual out-of-pocket costs 
– counting your deductible and all payments after 
you meet the deductible – could be lowered by 
thousands of dollars, and your deductible could 
be lowered as well. 

Representatives at the Call Center are available 
24 hours a day, every day (except for Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas Day) at 1-800-318-2596. Call 
Center representatives can answer questions 
and help you enroll in coverage over the phone. 
Free confidential, in-person help is also available 
through navigators.  See a list of navigators in your 
area in this section.  

FIVE FACTS,  
from page 7

I
ndividuals and families buying insurance in the marketplace have a new tool 

to help them decide what level of deductible is their best inancial option.  At 
healthcare.gov, you can use the sites Out of Pocket Cost feature to 

estimate what your premiums, deductibles and co-pays may be for the year, 

based on the number of times you go to the doctor or get a prescription illed, 
to get a better understanding of your total out of pocket costs.

         Plus, the Call Center is open 24 hours a day, every day, except Christmas, 

at 1-800-318-2596.  

Need Help Figuring Out What 
Deductible Is Best For You?  
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Cameras setup along major Kansas Highways give drivers almost 
real-time street level views of road and trafice conditions.  Just click 
on www.kandrive.org and select a cameraview at a location you’re  
interested in.  
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IF I DON’T WIN, YOU DON’T PAY ME A DIMESM

1-800-241-BRAD    316-684-4400
www.BradPistotnikLaw.com 10111 E. 21st St. Suite 204

© 2015 Bradley A. Pistotnik 
AUTO  • TRUCK • CYCLE • ACCIDENTSse habla español

AUTO ACCIDENT?AUTO ACCIDENT?

( 2 7 2 3 )

HIRE THE
REAL BRADSM

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

www.mhrsi.org

$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE  

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS
Energy Efficient Homes

2644 N. ESTELLE               2321 N. FAIRVIEW 

1004 S. TOPEKA

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.









Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207
316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Competitive Rates                  Quality Service         Monthly Payment Plans  
   Discounts Available      24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service 

& Her King  

2817 E. Central  Hours:  Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
             Sat., 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 942-0006

Plus Size Clothing & Accessories

Fit For A Queen

Buying 5X and larger 
clothing

  

• Do you want to be free from life controlling issues?
• Come to know Jesus Christ as the higher power!
• Do you know who you are in Christ?

Century ll Performing Arts Center

225 W. Douglas Ave.

Meeting Room 201B • Wichita

www.greaterdeliverance.net

Classes begin Nov. 3, 
Every Tues. & Thurs.
2 - 3:30 p.m.  & 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Enroll today $15.00 for 6 weeks!

Contact (316) 308-5689 for more info.

 

Christian Support Group 

“THE EXODUS”Join

I
n case you ever plan on driving on 
Kansas Highways, including the ones 
that run through our Kansas municipali-

ties, then you have a reason to check out 
www.kandrive.org.  The Kansas Department 
of Transportation has an updated tool that 
provides drivers with timely road informa-
tion. 

The redesigned KanDrive is your one 
stop portal for road information on Kansas 
highways. Want to know about road work 

and potential detours before you set out 
on a trip, then go to kandrive.org.  Want 
to know what the highway conditions are 
like, right now, anywhere in the state?  Go to 
www.kandrive.org.  The site offers a picture 
view of Kansas highways, from cameras 
strategically located along the roads.  The 
photos are never more than 10 minutes old.  

While it’s convenient for highway travel, 
www.kandrive.org is worth checking out 
before you head to work or the store, es-

pecially if your route will take you on your 
local freeway.  

“We’d like to encourage users to try it 
before leaving home and not to use it while 
driving,” said KDOT Chief of Transporta-
tion Planning Mike Moriarty.  “A significant 
amount of time and effort has gone into 
the process of developing this site and 
we are confident you will be pleased with 
KanDrive’s user friendliness and overall 
functionality.”

KanDrive Offers Drivers Great Highway Travel Information  
*Site offers almost real-time views of highway conditions across the state.  

S
unflower Community Action has re-
ceived $200,000 in funding from the 
Kansas Health Foundation to increase 

low-income Kansans’ consumption of safe, 
affordable tap water while decreasing the 
consumption of sugary drinks which are 
linked to obesity in children and adults.

Drinking water is critical to preventing 
chronic disease, preserving and improving 
oral health, and for cognitive development 
in growing children. 

The Thirsty for Health project has two 
major components: research and building 
a pro-water coalition.  The initial emphasis 
is on gathering data by canvassing Kansas 
low income neighborhoods.  The 2016 
canvass will knock on 30,000 doors and 
leave an educational door hanger, talk with 
9,000 people, and survey 3,000 people in 
order to establish a baseline of low income 
communities’ beverage consumption at-
titudes and practices, and identify barriers 

to drinking tap water.  A canvass in 2017 
of those surveyed and educated by the 
project will measure changes of attitudes 
and practices since Sunflower’s first contact 
in 2016.

 Sunflower will also build a coalition of 
public health stakeholders who will meet 
quarterly 2016-2018 to share knowledge 
and create strategies that will encourage 
the consumption of more tap water and 
less sugary drinks.

Sunflower Receives Grant to Encourage Water Over Sugary Drinks

W
W
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J
ust a month after retiring as Di-
rector of Housing and Community 
Services for the City of Wichita, 

Mary Kaye Vaughn  is out of retire-
ment and on board as the Executive 
Director of the Urban League of Kan-
sas.  Urban League Board Chairman 
Melody McCray-Miller calls Vaughn 
“perfect,” to move the organization 
forward.  

Vaughn’s appointment makes her 
the first permanent director at the 
organization in almost three years.  
Chester Daniel, the last Urban League 
CEO and President, left the organiza-
tion in 2013.  Kevin Andrews, who 
directed the organization’s Housing 
Programs, served as the organiza-
tion’s Interim Director for more than 
a year.  He left in April 2013 and 

Desmond Blake, the organization’s 
Director of Training, has served as 
interim director since.  

The past two directors, Daniel 
and Brian Black were hired after a 
national search and came to the posi-
tion with a history of Urban League 
service.  Something the National 
Urban League prefers.  This time, 
McCray-Miller said the board decided 
to take a different approach.  

 “We just felt that knowing Wichita, 
we needed a local person to take 
advantage of where we’ve positioned 
the agency and to get us to the next 
level,” says McCray-Miller.  

About Vaughn, McCray-Miller 
says, “She’s a known entity, she’s an 
excellent manager and we believe she 
will be an asset as we take these next 

steps.  
She’s 
someone 
people 
can 
iden-
tify with, 
that has 
a wealth 
of cred-
ibility.  
That has nothing to do with anyone 
who was at the agency previously, but 
her integrity is impeccable. “ 

Vaughn started to work at the 
agency on Dec. 2.  McCray-Miller says 
they expect to move forward with her 
six months at a time.  

D
espite a ruling by Sedgwick 
County District Attorney Marc 
Bennet’s ruling  against their 

petition, members of the Committee 
to Recall Sedgwick County Commis-
sioner Richard Ranzau have decided 
not to give up.  Instead, just days 
after the negative ruling, the group 
released a press release saying they 
plan to refile the petition on different 
grounds.

Last month, the committee filed 
a request for recall petition again 
Ranzau using his votes against several 
popular public health programs as 
grounds for the recall.  The Kansas 
Statute governing recall of elected 
officials requires the petitioner to 
establish a grounds for the recall 
and one of the acceptable grounds is 
“failure to perform duties prescribed 
by law.”  

For the recall effort to move 
forward, the law requires a review of 
the petition for “sufficiency.”  For the 
recall of a County Commissioner, the 
District Attorney in the county is the 
person identified to rule on the “suf-
ficiency” of the petition.  

Ahead of the ruling, it was clear the 
recall group felt Bennet’s authority 
was limited to confirming the group’s 
establishment of grounds for the re-
call, and that his authority did not ex-
tend to ruling on the sufficiency of the 
grounds.  Needless to say, they were 

surprised and disappointed when 
Bennet’s sufficiency ruling focused 
almost entirely on the sufficiency of 
their grounds for the petition. 

The group leaders reconfirmed 
their opinion in a post-ruling press 
release.  “It is not the role of the 
District Attorney to decide if the recall 
allegation is true or untrue.  We 
resolved to not allow him to block a 
constitutional and fundamental right 
of the Electors to determine Ranzau’s 
continued employment at the ballot 
box. 

In their petition, the committee 
referred to Kansas statute establishing 
the powers of the County Commission.  
The 11th power states "The board of 
county commissioners of each county 
shall have the power, at any meet-
ing: ... To contract for the protection 
and promotion of the public health 
and welfare."  In what the committee 
members called “splitting hairs” Ben-
net’s ruling focuses on the difference 
between the “power” to act and the 
“duty” to act.  The word duty is used 
in petition, versus power.  

Where the word “power” gives the 
commission as a whole the power to 
act the statute does not obligate any 
commissioner a “duty” to act in one 
way or the other.” 

 “Petitioners make very specific 
allegations, detailing facts related to 
three separate votes on health and 

welfare 
matters 
made by 
Commis-
sioner 
Ranzau. 
But those 
specific al-
legations do 
not relate 
to any 
prescribed duty of the commissioner. 
Only the board of county commission-
er as a collective whole has the power 
to contract related to public health 
and welfare. No corresponding duty 
exists, individually or collectively….”

The committee members say they 
will refile the petition on different 
grounds within weeks.  They also 
resolved to file a Mandamus Action 
with the Kansas Supreme Court if 
Bennett rules against them again.  The 
purpose of the Mandamus filing will 
be to determine if Bennett’s power 
includes the ability to rule on the 
sufficiency of the grounds identified in 
the petition.  

“Recall petitions in particular are a 
fundamental and constitutional right 
of registered voters, therefore the 
issues that our petition raises should 
be of sufficient public concern for the 
Kansas Supreme Court to entertain if 
DA Bennett blocks our efforts again,” 
wrote the group in their press release.  

VETERANS, 
trying to go back to school?

CALL VETERANS
UPWARD BOUND

WE ALSO SERVE DEPENDENTS

• Academic Advising
• Computer Literacy
• Financial Ad Help
• Career Counseling

• Tutoring

WE CAN 
HELP.

(316) 978 - 6742
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Ranswau Recall Group Vows to Continue

Ransau

black 

republicans

6th Annual

AWARDS BANQUET

SEDGWICK COUNTY 

BLACK REPUBLICAN COUNCIL 

 Sat. Dec., 12

For Sponsorships and tickets Contact: Joseph Elmore (316) 204-6624 / Julius Williams 
(316) 558-1374  Make checks payable to: SCBRC P.O.Box 4585, Wichita, KS 67204

This is not a political event, but it is put on by a political organization to show our sup-
port & love for our community!

Wichita Marriott, 
9100 Corporate hills Drive

$35 Individual

• Real Men Real Heroes - 

       Sherdeill Breathett

• C.L.A.S.S - Lynn Gilkey

• D.Y.W.T.L.O.D - David Gilkey

• Urban Prep Academy - 

        Wade moore 

• Storytime Village - 

      Prisca Barnes

• Youth Horizons - 

      Ernest Alexander

• Communities in Schools - 

      nancy hinten

• Cloud 9 Therapeutic Equine     

      Foundation - Jamie Wohlgemuth

• ICT S.O.S - Jennifer White

HonoREES:

Mingle 6:30 PM 
Banquet/Program 7:00 PM

See VAUGHN, page 17

Vaughn

Vaughn Takes Helm of Urban League of Kansas  



T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
u

n
iT

y
 V

o
iC

e
   

|  
 d

e
C

  3
, 2

01
5

10

W
hen Leaders in Kansas’ 
African-American community 
gathered in Topeka late last 

month to adopt a first of its kind legis-
lative agenda reflecting the issues and 
concerns of Kansas’ African-American 
community, one of the groups’ top 
priorities was the adoption  in Kansas 
of Same (or Election) Day Voter 
Registration.  KBLC members say they 
see Same-Day Registration as a way 
to increase voter participation and as 
a way to address the state’s growing 
suspended voter registration list.  

Same-Day Registration (SDR) allows 
eligible voters to register to vote and 
cast their ballot on the same day. In the 
2014 elections, voter participation av-
eraged 12% higher in the 15 states plus 
the District of Columbia where Election 
Day registration is allowed by law.    

“We see this as an opportunity 
to counteract some of the concerns 
generated by the proof of citizenship 
requirements of the SAFE Act, while 
still addressing the Secretary of State’s 
concern about ‘voter fraud,’” said 
Bonita Gooch, president of the Kansas 
Black Leadership Council.  

Gooch says after people attempt 
to register to vote without their proof 
of citizenship, it’s become obvious 
by the 36,000 voter registrations in 
suspension, that the extra step is a deal 
breaker for many.  

“It’s that second step, going back 

and turning in your proof of citizenship 
that hangs people up.  However on 
Election Day, motivated to vote, if they 
can get out their ID, proof of citizen-
ship and show up at the poll, that extra 
step has been eliminated,” said Gooch.  

KBLC sees SDR as a way to help 
increase voter registration within the 
boundaries of the Kansas SAFE Act, 
but still voted for the repeal of both 
the voter ID and proof of citizenship 
requirements of the SAFE Act.

Pioneered by Maine, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin in the early-to-mid-1970s, 
fifteen states (California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, 
Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, 
Montana, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina, Wisconsin, and Wyoming) 
and the District of Columbia have 
Same Day Voter Registration.  

Some of the benefits of Same-Day 
Registration are:  

Increases voter turnout. Ac-
cording to the nonprofitvote.org, 
during the 2014 elections, states with 
SDR outpaced states without SDR in 
voter participation by 12%.  States 
that allow Same-Day Registration 
consistently lead the nation in voter 
participation with four of the top five 
states for voter turnout in the 2012 
presidential election offering Same-
Day Registration. 

Eliminates arbitrary deadlines 
that cut off registration when 

voters are most interested. Many 
citizens become most interested and 
engaged with elections in the last few 
weeks before Election Day, when can-
didate debates and campaigns reach 
their peak and election registration 
deadlines have passed.  

Remedies inaccurate voter 
rolls. Many previously-registered 
voters lose their eligibility merely 
because they have moved. Others are 
never added to the voter rolls because 
of bureaucratic errors. With Same-
Day Registration, these voters can 
simply update registration records or 
register anew at the polling place and 
vote a ballot that will be counted. 

Assists geographically mobile, 
lower-income citizens, young 
voters and voters of color. The 
second step – turning in their proof of 
citizenship --  that finds 36,000 voter 
registrations in suspense in Kansas 
can be difficult for many  Kansans to 
comply with, especially those who have 
limited transportation or time during 
the day  to get to their county election 
office.  For some, the costs of mailing 
or faxing their proof of citizenship 
to their county election office can be 
prohibitive.   

A cost-effective means to 
increase voter participation while 
maintaining the integrity of the 
vote.  According to Demos.org, a 
telephone survey conducted by Demos 

of local election 
officials in Idaho, 
Maine, Minne-
sota, New Hamp-
shire, Wisconsin, 
and Wyoming, 
most respon-
dents described 
the incremental 
cost of SDR 
as “minimal.”   
In 2008, the 
first year Iowa 
implemented 
SDR, the state re-
ported spending 
$40,000 to in-
troduce SDR for 
its 99 counties.  
Iowa, who also 
introduced SDR in 2008, cited some 
additional staffing needs at voting sites 
as the most notable expense associated 
with Same Day Registration.  

According to the Wichita Eagle, 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach 
has already summarily dismissed SDR 
as a “recipe for fraud.”  This goes 
against the statements of chief election 
officers in SDR states who cite little 
if any problem associated with  an 
increased incidence of fraud with SDR.  

“As we work to draft the bill for 
SDR, that we plan to introduce in the 
2016 Legislative Session, KBLC will 
visit with officials of current SDR states 

to see how to best implement SDR in 
Kansas.  

We feel certain with the technology 
available today, there will be little if 

any problem with implementation 
of this process in a way that addresses 
Secretary Kobachs ‘fear’ of voter 
fraud,” said Gooch.  

“There is a 40-year history of safe 
and effective Same Day Registration 
in this country.  KBLC feels certain the 
legislators of Kansas will be excited 
about and support a system that gets 
more of their constituents involved in 
the election process, especially when 
it’s done within the boundaries of the 
SAFE Act.”  

Kansas Black Leaders Gather, Adopt 
Legislative Platform for 2016 Session 

K
B

LC

L
eaders in Kansas’ African-
American community gathered 
in Topeka on Sat., Nov. 21, and 

adopted a first of its kind legislative 
agenda reflecting the issues and 
concerns of Kansas’ African-Ameri-
can community.  

Under the motto of “If you don’t 
ask, you don’t get,” approximately 
75 leaders from across the state 
heard presentations on issues 
before voting on a platform that in-
cluded eight major issues:  increas-
ing the minimum wage, expansion 
of Medicaid, limiting payday loan 
interest rates, repealing voter proof 
of citizenship requirements, repeal 
of the death penalty, body cam-

eras for all police officers and an 
extensive criminal justice reform 
platform.  

Most of the platform issues are 
already under consideration by the 
legislature.  Two measures that are 
unique and/or of particular interest 
to the group are a proposal to adopt 
Election Day Voter Registration and 
an economic development program 
for impoverished communities, 
similar to the rural opportunity 
zones already in place in Kansas.  

The group sees Election Day Reg-
istration as a way to increase voter 
participation.  Voter participation 
averaged 12% higher in 2014 elec-
tions in the fourteen states plus the 

District of Columbia, where Election 
Day registration is in place.  

“We see this as an opportunity to 
counteract some of the concerns 
generated by the proof of citizen-
ship requirements of the SAFE Act, 
while still addressing the Secretary 
of State’s concern about ‘voter 
fraud,’” said Bonita Gooch, presi-
dent of the Kansas Black Leadership 
Council.  

Gooch says after people attempt 
to register to vote without their 
proof of citizenship, it’s become 
obvious by the 36,000 voter regis-
trations in suspension, that the extra 
step is a deal breaker for many.  

“It’s that second step, going 

back and turning in your proof of 
citizenship that hangs people up.  
However on Election Day, motivated 
to vote, if they can get out their ID, 
proof of citizenship and show up 
at the poll, that extra step has been 
eliminated,” said Gooch.  

The KBLC also gave their support 
to SB340 the Kansas Reinvestment 
Act, a bill that encourages invest-
ment in impoverished Kansas 
neighborhoods as a way to revitalize 
those communities, create jobs and 
stabilize those neighborhoods.  The 
bill makes grant funds available 
to small businesses who invest 
in these communities.  A similar 
Rural Opportunities Zone Bill gives 

incentives for people to move to 77 
rural counties in Kansas as a way 
to encourage and stabilize these 
communities.  

The Kansas Black Leadership 
Council is a non-partisan organiza-
tion, with both Republicans and 
Democrats as members.  The group 
will focus on educating African-
Americans across the state about the 
issues in the platform.  In addition, 
the group will meet in Topeka dur-
ing the legislative session to present 
their agenda to the legislators.    

You can keep up with KBLC  
online at www.kansasblc.com or on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
kblc100.

KBLC Calls For Election Day Voter Registration
Turnout Rates in SDR vs. Non-SDR State, 1980-2012, 

Presidential Election Years 
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1.Medicaid Expansion
The KBLC supports the expansion of Medicaid to cover 

the citizens of Kansas whose income currently leaves 
them in the gap where their income is too high to qualify 
for Medicaid in Kansas and too low to participate in the 
Federal Affordable Care Act.  

Many of these individuals do not receive healthcare from their 
employer and do not earn enough money to afford it on the 
private insurance market, Refusing to accept Medicaid funding 
from the federal government isn’t just bad for Kansas residents, it 
is also bad for the state’s finances. By not expanding Medicaid and 
accepting the Federal money to pay for the expansion, Kansas is 
turning away millions of dollars that would flow into our economy.  

The failure to expand Medicaid disproportionately affects 
African Americans.  Nationally, adults of color make up over half 
(56%) of the total 3.1 million uninsured adults in the coverage 
gap. Hispanics (22%) and Blacks (30%) together account for 
more than half of uninsured adults in the coverage gap; other 
people of color make up another 4%, while the remaining 44% 
are White.

According to a 2012 publication commissioned by the Kansas 
African American Affairs Commission: Infant mortality, asthma, life 
expectancy, cancer, stroke, and obesity are all areas that Blacks 
in Kansas face double digit differences when compared to White 
citizens. KBLC recognizes that it is important for more African 
Americans in Kansas to have insurance if we are to close or even 
begin to narrow this racial health gap in Kansas.  

 
2. SHL 2014 Payday Loan Bill

The KBLC supports the passage of a payday and title 
loan bill for all Kansans, similar to the federal and state 
bill approved for military members which caps the inter-
est APR at 36%.

Of all racial groups, Blacks are more likely to use Payday 
Loans according to a study by PEW Charitable Trusts, with 12% of 
African-Americans have taken out payday loans, more than twice 
the figure for Whites (4%), and twice the figure for Hispanics and 
other races or ethnicities (both at 6%). It’s no secret that payday 
loan storefronts often pop up in lower-income communities where 
consumers are more likely to need a quick infusion of cash to get 
to the next paycheck.

While KBLC recognizes there is a need for an option to provide 
money to individuals who cannot take advantage of traditional 
loans sources, they don’t accept the typical 300+% interest rates 
of traditional payday and title loans as a model that is economi-
cally viable for low-income communities.  That is why KBLC 
recommends expanding to the general public, the interest rate 
approved on a federal level and in Kansas for military personnel.  
The Military Lending Act sets the maximum interest rate and fees 
associated with loans for active duty military at 36%.  

3.Repeal of Voting Registration Laws that re-
quire proof of citizenship

The KBLC seeks full repeal of the SAFE Act including 
both the ID requirement to vote and proof of citizenship 
to register to vote.  Voting is a constitutionally protected 
right and instead of implementing laws that disenfran-
chises people,  the KBLC supports measures to increase 

access of all 
citizens to 
the ballot 
box and en-
courage the 
passage of a 
measure to 
allow Same 
(or Elec-
tion) Day 
registration 
in Kansas.  

The SAFE 
Act is an ob-
stacle keeping 
people in 
Kansas from 
engaging in 
their consti-
tutional right 
to vote.  Since 
the SAFE Act’s 
requirement 
to provide 
proof of 
citizenship 
went into effect, more than 36,000 people who otherwise would 
have been added to the voting roles, have their voting rights in 
suspension.  According to the Wichita Eagle that represents nearly 
16% of the people who have tried to register to vote since the 
requirement went into effect.  

Since the KBLC believes every citizen deserves the right to vote 
easily and without barriers, we support passage of laws to allow 
Election Day voter registration in Kansas.  Similar laws in other 
states have proven to significantly increase citizen participation in 
the voting process.  In 2014, states with Election Day voter regis-
tration averaged 12% higher voter turnout than states without it.    

4.Repeal of the death penalty
KBLC opposes the death penalty for numerous reasons 

and supports HB 2129, which seeks to abolish the death 
penalty in Kansas and create the crime of aggravated 
murder.   

Among the reasons we oppose the death penalty are the high 
associated costs, the lack of adequate legal representation for 
those accused of the death penalty, the fact the research does 
not show that the existence of the death penalty is a deterrent to 
murder, and particularly because of racial disparities in charging, 
sentencing, and imposition of the death penalty.  

For many years, reports from around the country have found 
that a pervasive racial prejudice in the application of the death 
penalty exists. The non-partisan U.S. General Accounting Office 
found “a pattern of evidence indicating racial disparities in the 
charging, sentencing, and imposition of the death penalty.” The 
study concluded that an African-American defendant was several 
times more likely to be sentenced to death if the murder victim 
was White. This has been confirmed by the findings of many other 
studies that, holding all other factors constant, the single most 

reliable predictor of whether someone will be sentenced to death 
is the race of the victim.

Kansas is one of 31 states with the death penalty and the KBLC 
seeks to repeal the death penalty in Kansas.

5.Body cameras for all police departments
The KBLC seeks to increase transparency and account-

ability in policing in Kansas and therefore supports SB18, 
the Body Worn Camera Bill which requires all officers in 
the State of Kansas to wear a body camera.   

Body cameras will hold both officers and the public ac-
countable in interactions with one another and the KBLC seeks 
to strengthen the relationship between citizens and the police 
officers that serve them. In addition to body cameras, the KBLC 
supports the transparency in access to footage captured by body 
cameras. Across the country, bad body cameras policies are limit-
ing access to footage captured with body cameras which the KBLC 
feels defeats the purpose of the cameras application. 

Studies have shown that the use of body cameras limits use-of-
force complaints.  A study of body camera use in Rialto, CA found 
that “During the 12-month Rialto experiment, use-of-force by offi-
cers wearing cameras fell by 59% and complaints against officers 
dropped by 87% compared to the previous year’s totals.”

6.Increase of the state’s Minimum wage
The KBLC seeks to increase the state’s minimum wage 

to $10.25/hr by 2017 in order to combat unemployment 
and underemployment. KBLC will lobby for and support the 
Kansas Working Families Pay Raise Act, HB2012, to give families 
and individuals an opportunity to be able to better take care of 
themselves and their families. 
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PHOTOS:  
1. Anthony Dozier proudly displays his YES voting card.  
After discussing each issue presented for inclusion in the 
platform, convention attendees cast their votes in favor or 
opposition by displaying their voting cards.  
2.  Dr. Michael Birzer, Professor of Criminal Justice at Wichita 
State University was among the experts and advocates who 
presented on the proposed platform topics.

Scenes From the Convention 
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Bradford, Jessie B., 87, died 
11/27/15.  Service is pending.

Daye, Gilbert, 85, died 
11/28/15.  Service is pending.  

English, Sletha “Tim” Mae, 
82, died 11/22/15.  She was a 
retired Veterans Administration 
government personal clerk.  
Service was held 11/28/15 at 
Church of the Living God.  She 
is survived by: sons; Michael 
English, Carlos English, daugh-
ters; LaiKeta R. English, Kim R. 
Carson, Denise English, special 

daughter; Deborah Jackson and 
sister; Geraldine Grays.

Hardy, Cynthia, Eileen, 52, 
died 11/19/15.  Service was 
held 11/28/15 at Emporia 
Avenue Church of Christ.  She 
is survived by: spouse; Chap 
Hardy, daughters; 
Jacinda Portley, Janasia Portley, 
step daughters; Malaika Bell, 
Amani Porter, step son; Marlon 
T. Hardy, mother; Geletha Hut-
ton, father; Arnold E. Miller, 
brothers; Keith Hutton, Edwin 
Hutton, Trent, Travis & Wendell 
Hutton, Osceola Hutton Jr., 
sisters; Sylvia Summers and 
Carla Lynk.

Harvey, Violet Coston, 78, 
died 11/25/15.  She was a 
retired private duty nurse.  Ser-
vice is pending.  She is survived 
by: daughters; Loretta Harvey, 
Deloris Harvey, Betty Williams, 
Lynette Day, and brother; Wood-
row Coston.

Jones, Henry Lee, 64, died 
11/22/15.  He was a self 
employed real estate person.  

Service was held 11/30/15 
at North Ash Church of the 
Nazarene.  He is survived by: 
spouse; Tranice Y. Jones, sons; 
Darrin W. Allen, Anton Cathen, 
daughters; Ayanna Fierson, 
Ciara Jones, Lee Andrianna 
Lathan Jones, Taylor Jones, 
brothers;  Moses Moore, Willie 
James Moore,  sisters; Ruby Lee 
Davis, Queen Elizabeth Moore 
Johnson and Shirley Ann Taylor.

Markham, Lucy R., 56, died 
11/21/15.  She was a Hal-
stead Health Care dietary aide 
employee.  Service will be held 
12/5/15, 1 p.m. at Greater New 
Testament Missionary Baptist 
Church.  She is survived by: 
daughters; Shatasha   Allen 
Reed, Kawana Allen, son; 
Demeatrice Hill, sisters; Gloria 
Markham, Bonnie Markham, 
Linda Lima, LaWonder 
Markham and brother; Henry 
Markham.

Peoples, Marqurite E., 95, 
died 11/19/15.  She was a Self 
Employed hair stylist.  Service 
was held 11/25/15 at Saint 
Mark United Methodist Church.  
She is survived by: grandsons; 
Allen D. Dunn, Ricky D. Bell, 

grandaughters; Gayle VanBu-
ren, Christine & Cynthia Craig, 
daughter in law; Catherine Craig 
and son in law; Curtis Bell.

Starr, Shirley Anne, 65, died 
11/27/15.  Service is pending. 

Wilson, Marla K., 63, died 
11/17/15.  She was a former 
Board of Education Employee. 
Service was held 11/25/15 at 
Jackson Mortuary Chapel. She 
is survived by: son; Travon 
Hightower, daughters; Simone 
Santos, Teresa Ratner, Ashley 
Caldwell and sister; Edwina 
Wilson.

Bell, Sr., Rev. Christopher 
Bell, 58, passed 11/20/15.  
Service was held 11/28/15 at 
Bibleway Community of Faith 
Church.

Gordon II, Aaron “AJ” 
Darnell, 16, passed 11/13/15. 
Service was held 11/24/15 at 
Paradise Missionary Baptist Church.

Landry, Darlene, 81, passed 
11/15/15.  Service was held 
11/21/15 at Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church.
Byrd, Gracie, 86, passed 
11/29/15.  Service will be held 
12/4/15, 11 a.m. at Tabernacle 
Bible Church.  

Ellis, Valarie, 59, passed 
11/25/15.  She was a retired 
educator.  Service will be 
Saturday 12/5/15 at New Hope 
Missionary Baptist Church.  
She is survived by: 
mother; Annette Kirtdoll, 
daughter; Staci Rankin and 
son; Phillip Ellis Jr. 

Hartpence, Pamela Jean, 
48, passed 11/27/15.  Service 

is pending.

Mitchell, Thomas Lee, 69, 
passed 11/20/15.   Service was 
held 11/29/15 in the Biglow 
Funeral Home Chapel. 

Loggins, Monroe L., 66, 
passed 11/15/15.  Service was 
held 11/21/15 at Bowser-
Johnson Funeral Chapel.  He 
is survived by:  brothers; John 
Loggins,  Archie Loggins and 
Otha Loggins.  

McFrazier, Robert R., 75, 
passed 11/24/15.  Service was 
held 12/2/15 at Mt. Carmel 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Kelley, Mardie Estor, 74, 
passed 11/22/15.  Service was 
held 12/2/15, at True Vine Mis-
sionary Baptist Church

Kyles Sr., Jerry, 60, passed 
11/24/15.  Service will be held 
12/4/15, 1 p.m. at Peaceful 
Rest Funeral Chapel.

Taylor, Theola Nelson, 82, 
died 11/28/15.  Service will 
be held 12/7/15, 11 a.m. at St. 
Luke AME Church, Lawrence.  
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Cliff Cross 
call 721-4200

For the lowest cost 

Whole Life 
Final Expense 

“Burial Policy” 
Issue Ages 0-89

Face $1,000 - $35,000

3030 N. Hillside

Wichita, KS

(316) 652-0229

North Heights Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Rev. Titus H. James Sr.

Servant

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Studies & Youth Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Of Course, All People Are 
Welcome

www.nhccdoc.com

“A Church that Shares and Teaches the Love of Christ to all People”

RJ Bethea 

Funeral 

Wichita

Jackson 

Mortuary

Wichita

Biglow Funeral
Wichita

Browser-Johnson
Topeka

Peaceful Rest
Topeka

P
astor Mark Whitlock, 
an expert in faith-based 
economic development 

will be one of the key presenters 
at the Grant Chapel Finish 
Strong Revival Dec 18-20 at 
Grant Chapel Church in Wichita.  
The revival is the first major 
program of new Grant Chapel 
Pastors LeSean and Johnetta 
Tarkington and may reflect the 
direction they hope to take the 
historic AME church.  

Pastor Whitlock is the pastor 
of Christ Our Redeemer AME 
Church in Orange County, CA. 
His strong corporate experience 
prepared him for his role as 
founder and executive director 
of FAME Renaissance, the 
economic development arm 
of First AME Church in Los 

Angeles.  As the 
executive director, 
he raised over $4 
million in grants, 
loans, and contracted 
service initiatives 
that created no less 
than four thousand 
jobs within South 
Los Angeles. Under 
Rev. Whitlock’s leadership, the 
FAME Renaissance Venture 
Capital Fund and Commercial 
Loan Programs funded over two 
hundred small businesses, and 
the FAME Renaissance Home 
Loan Program created over two 
hundred new home owners and 
trained over two thousand home 
loan candidates.

Whitlock is also a proponent 
of church involvement in 

development of 
the community,  
and, co-founded 
the Richard Allen 
Men's Society 
(RAMS), an 
organization of 
over 3,500 men 
who exemplify 
positive African-

American images. The RAMS 
helped reclaim the community 
from gangs and drug dealers 
and closing 13 rock cocaine 
houses while leading young 
men away from drugs and 
gangs.

Whitlock will speak on Friday 
evening Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
and will lead a Grant Chapel 
Leadership Retreat on Sat., Dec. 
19 from 9:30 a.m. – Noon.  

The revival weekend 
continues with an event for 
youth on Dec. 18, from 1 – 5 
p.m.  The kick back event will 
include food, music and indoor 
jumpers.  

On Sun., Dec. 20, during 
the Church’s morning worship 
service that begins at 10:15 
a.m., the guest preacher will 
be Prophetess Francine Riley of 
Atlanta, GA.  The community is 
invited to meet  the Tarkingtons 
after the Sunday service, from 
1-3 p.m.  The Tarkingtons are a 
dynamic, young leadership team 
who have transformed churches 
and communities wherever they 
have served.  He is a member 
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
and she is a member of Zeta Phi 
Beta. Sorority. 

Grant Chapel Revival to Feature Speaker
Steeped in Faith-Based Economic Development

Rev. Whitlock
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Ask about our affordable burial packages  

316-201-1660 

615 W. Maple 
(Maple and Sycamore) 

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

Warm, 
Compassionate, 
and Professional Services

Affordable Funeral & Cremation Options 

Pre-Need Insurance 

Private Viewing Rooms 

Dove Releases 

Horse and Carriage Hearse 

  

Same Faces. New Location

Funerals • Cremations

Sunday School 

9:00 AM

Morning Worship

10:30 AM

the city daily. Contact the church offi ce for 

Ministries available for 
every member of the family  

Men, women, couples, singles, seniors, 

young adults, youth and children.

  

1817 N. Volutsia - Wichita, KS 67214

Church Offi ce: (316) 681-3954

Tabernacle Bible Church 
JOIN US AT

THE CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS 

Lincoln E. Montgomery, Senior Pastor

Annie K. Montgomery, First Lady

Host Pastors Rev. LeSean & Rev. Johnetta Tarkington 

Grant Chapel Churrch of Wichita                               2700 N. Hillside • Wichita
                                                                                                                (316) 685-2682 
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Kansas last had a minimum wage increase 
in 2009 and 29 states have a higher minimum 
wage. It continues to be the case that increasing 
minimum wages are presented as a creator or 
destroyer of jobs. In reality, job growth is driven 
by rising incomes and growing customer bases 
that demand products, prompting businesses to 
respond by hiring more people to increase their 
output and serve the growing customer demand. 
Low wages do not create jobs or expand cus-
tomer bases.

Because of high unemployment rates, Black 
working people are far more likely than White 
working people to accept low-wage work. 
Among households with full-time year-round 
working people, 9.2% of Black families live in 
poverty compared with 3.4% of White families; 
among female-headed households in the Black 
community, it’s 18.1%.  Working and being poor 

can be a poverty trap itself. 

7. Adoption of an economic de-
velopment program designed to 
revitalize impoverished Kansas 
communities

KBLC agrees with Kansas Gov. Sam 
Brownback, that growing businesses in 
Kansas will help grow the state’s economy.  
That’s why we support passage of SB340, 
the Kansas Reinvest-
ment Act, a bill that 
encourages invest-
ment in impover-
ished Kansas neigh-
borhoods as a way 
to revitalize those 
communities, create 
jobs, and stabilize 
neighborhoods.   

While much of the 
economic development 
in the state has focused 
on incentives for larger businesses, the Kansas 

Reinvestment Act offers incentives to small 
businesses that are located in or will relocate to 
impoverished neighborhoods.  These incentives 
will help grow these businesses, create jobs, 
revitalize and put into use often abandoned 
buildings and increase the amount of money 
circulating in these communities.  

While this program is not a “minority” 
program, a program like this will benefit com-

munities of color 
and minority-owned 
businesses that 
are often truly 
small businesses 
and located in 
impoverished com-
munities.  Key to the 
economic growth of 
African-American 
communities is 
growing Black 
businesses.  Grow-

ing Black businesses helps grow Black wealth, 
decreases Black unemployment rates, with Black 

businesses employing Black workers at a much 
higher rate than non-Black businesses, and  
revitalizes Black communities that often meet 
the bill’s impoverished definition of a “zip code 
in which the median income does not exceed 
40% of the current state median income in the 
current year.”

8. The Kansas Smart Justice Agenda
The KBLC will support the American 

Civil Liberties Union of Kansas’ Criminal 
Justice Reform Agenda which seeks to 
amend Kansas Law or encourage the legis-
lature to enact the following policies:

1. Expand the use of diversion for those with 
minimal criminal records through the amend-
ment of existing Kansas law by articulating that 
diversion is appropriate and recommended in 
circumstances where the sentence is probation.

2.    Reduce sentences for non-violent drug 
crimes by de-felonizing drug-possession, a step 
already taken by fifteen other states

3.    Expand the use of pre-adjudication drug 
courts which have the power to drop charges if 

the offender completes a drug 
treatment program

4.    Improve reentry and re-
cidivism prevention services by 
allocating funding to proven, 
evidence-based programs to 
help individuals transition back 
into community life and follow 
the lead of Topeka, Wichita and 
Wyandotte County in ‘Banning 
the Box”- removing the crimi-
nal history question from state 
job applications.

5.    Enhance data collection 
and analysis on racial profil-
ing by amending the current 
Kansas racial profiling law to 
gather better data on racial 
profiling in Kansas.

6.    End the routine use of 
solitary confinement in cor-
rectional facilities to reduce 
psychological damage to 
individuals subjected to it.

7.    Reform civil asset 
forfeiture laws to prevent 
innocent citizens from having 
their property unfairly stripped 
from them.

The U.S. has 5% of the 
population and accounts for 
25% of the world’s prisoners, 
39% of which are Black. Ad-
ditionally, 1 in 15 Black males 
aged 18 or older is incarcer-
ated compared to 1 in 106 
white males. KBLC supports 
this agenda as a way to help 
reduce this highly dispropor-
tionate trend.  
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PLATFORM,  
from page 11

Join or Follow the 

Kansas Black Leadership Council 
online at: www.Kansasblc.com
Facebook.com/KBLC100
Join, have a vote, be a part of 
positive change  ---  $15/year



Special eventS 
Dec. 6  Christmas Bazzare  
Crafts, bake goods and fish fry at 
Greater Mizpah Church, 1701 East 
11th St., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Dec. 6  32nd Annual Dennis 
Family Christmas Concert This 
free event will be held at Tabernacle 
Bible Church, 1817 N. Volutsia, at 6 
p.m.  An offering will be collected for 
a local charity.  

Dec. 6 Holiday Open House  
Free event at the Wichita Art Mu-
seum, 1400 W. Museum Blvd,  with 
holiday refreshments, live music, and 
visit with Santa Claus, from 2-4 p.m.  

Dec. 8 Spirit of the Season 
Free Family Holiday Concert by the 
Wichita Symphony Orchestra.  Con-
cert begins at 7:30 p.m., Century II 
Convention Hall.  Get your free ticket 
online at www.wichitasymphony.org.

Dec. 19 Breakfast With 
Santa  Enjoy Christmas crafts and 
send personalized telegrams to the 
North Pole, while waiting for Santa 
to arrive by stagecoach  From 9-11 
a.m. at Old Cowtown Museum, 1865 
W. Museum Blvd. Tickets must be 
bought in advance at www.wichitatix.
com.  Admission is $12.95 for adults 
and $7.95 for children ages 4-15.  

Free carriage riDeS  
Old Town Square carriage rides 
are free from Noon-4 p.m. on Sat-
urdays thru Dec. 19.  The rides start 
in front of the Warren Theater, 353 
N. Mead.  

Holiday Horse-Drawn Carriage 
Rides are free at Bradley Fair, from 
6-10 p.m. on the following dates: 
Dec. 4-5, Dec. 11-12, and Dec. 18-
19.  Bradley Fair is located at 21st 
and Rock Road.  Rides start in front 
of the fountain.  

Multi WeekenD 
eventS  
Polar Express at Watson Park, 
Family activity geared to children 3 
and up, reading of “Polar Express” 
with milk and cookies, craft, hayrack 

ride to North Pole to see Santa and 
have s’mores and hot chocolate, 
carole singing, old train decorated 
for pictures, voucher for ride on 
new train in April, 12:30 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 5; 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 2 
p.m. Dec. 12 and 19; 12:30 and 2 
p.m. Dec. 20; $15; register online 
at wichita.gov, clicking on Park and 
Recreation, or by calling the park at 
316-529-9940. 

“Dickens of a Christmas,” holiday 
comes alive in Cowtown. The entire 
site is trimmed with greenery as 
guests arrive in the 1870’s. Enjoy hot 
chocolate or cider while being enter-
tained by various musical and dance 
groups. Visit the individual buildings 
and catch vignettes from Charles 
Dickens classic "A Christmas Carol." 
6-9 p.m. Dec. 11-12 and 18-19.  
Tickets are:  $7.75 for adults, $ 6.50 
for seniors, $6 for youth 7-12 and 
$5.50 for children 5-7.  Last tickets 
are sold one hour before closing.  
Learn more about optional Christmas 
Dinner on Saturday nights at www.
wichitatix.com.  Reservations are 
required.  

chriStMaS lightS 
Countryside Christian Church 
drive-through Christmas light 
displays and narrated scenes from 
the events surrounding Jesus’ birth, 
6-9 p.m. Dec. 11-12, Dec. 18-19, 
1919 S. Rock Road.   Donations and 
canned food accepted Benefitting 
Youth Horizons and the 184th Family 
Support Organization.  

The Arc’s Lights drive-through 
light display with more than 1 
million lights starting at Douglas 
Avenue and St. Paul Street, thru-Dec. 
28.  Open from 5:30-9 p.m. Sundays 
– Thursdays, with extended hours on 
Fridays to 10 p.m. and Saturdays and 
Christmas Eve to 11:30 p.m.

Illuminations, light displays 
throughout the gardens of Botanica, 
thru-Dec. 31, from 5:30 – 8:30 
p.m.  Botanica is located at 701 N. 
Amidon.  Admission is $8 for adults, 
$6 for ages 3-12 and free for under 
3.  Advance tickets can be purchased 
at Quick Trip stores. 

College Hill Holiday Lights 
Trolley Tour, Dec. 13, 5:30-9 p.m.   
Tour begins at East Heights United 
Methodist Church, 4407 E. Douglas.  
Tour is $7 per person and 3 and un-
der free.  Tickets are sold in advance 
for specific tour times from Dec. 
7-11 at Traditions, 3220 E. Douglas.  
Remaining tickets, if any, will be sold 
at the church on the evening of the 
event. 

regional eventS 
Dec. 4  Mayor's Christmas 
Spirit of the Holidays Lighted 
Parade, Manhattan  The parade 
begins at 5:30 p.m. at the Manhattan 
Town Center, travels through down-
town Manhattan on Poyntz Avenue 
and ends in Aggieville's Triangle Park 
for the annual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony. Donations for the Flint Hills 
Breadbasket — both non-perishable 
food and tax-deductible monetary 
donations — will be accepted dur-
ing the parade.

Dec. 5 Downtown Lawrence 
Old-Fashioned Christmas Parade  
The Downtown Lawrence Old-
Fashioned Christmas Parade is a fa-
vorite Lawrence tradition. It features 
horse-drawn carriages, wagons and 
coaches decorated for the season. 
Santa is the parade's grand finale. 
The parade starts at 11 .m. and 
proceeds south along Massachusetts 
from 7th to 11th.  

Dec. 6 Christmas By Candle-
light Showcases  Begin the 
Christmas season with a night of 
joyful song, magic and wonder in 
our presentation of "Hear the Angels 
Sing, Christ is Born!"  There are two 
performances for this event that 
features Kansas Wesleyan University 
vocal and instrumental talents and 
local high school students.  Perfor-
mances are at 3 and 7:30 p.m.  The 
3 p.m. performances features Salina 
South and Salina Central, the 7:30 
p.m. performance features Sacred 
Heart and Southeast of Saline.  
Concert tickets are free.  A Christmas 
Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. 
at Hauptli Student Center.  Tickets 
to the dinner are $20 and include 
reserved seating for the 7:30 p.m. 

performance.  

Dec. 9 Aaron Neville at 
Kansas State University, Mc-
Cain Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.  Tickets 
are $22.50 - $95.   Tickets can be 
ordered online at www.k-state.edu/
mccain/tickets or 785-532-6428. 

Dec. 11 Sweet Honey in the 
Rock: Celebrating the Holydays 
African-American legacy and tradi-
tions, KU, Lawrence. The Grammy 
Award-winning a cappella ensemble 
possesses a stunning vocal prowess 
that captures the complex sounds 
of blues, spirituals, traditional 
gospel hymns, rap, reggae, African 
chants, hip-hop, ancient lullabies 
and jazz improvisation.  Thisis a rare 
presentation of traditional American 
holiday spiritual songs and hymns, 
as well as songs from other cultures 
and religions, from Africa to Israel.  
Starts at 7:30 p.m. at the Lied Center, 
1600 Stewart Drive.   Tickets are 
$25-40 for adults and $14-21 for 
student and youth. 

Dec. 18-19  1st Infantry 
Division Band Holiday Concert, 
Junction City  A holiday concert full 
of jolly classics and the traditional 
sounds of the Christmas season.  All 
seats are free, but must be reserved 
in advance. Event begins at 7:30 p.m. 
at the C.L. Hoover Opera House, 135 
W., 7th St., Junction City.  For tickets, 
go to www.jcoperahouse.org. 

Dec. 25-27 Christmas Mov-
ie at the Fox - 'Gremlins'   rated 
PG Top your Family's Christmas Day 
Celebration at the Historic Fox The-
ater, 18 E. 1st, Hutchinson.  A boy 
inadvertently breaks three important 
rules concerning his new pet and 
unleashes a horde of malevolently 
mischievous monsters on a small 
town.  7:30 p.m. on Friday and Sat-
urday and 2 p.m. on Sunday.  Tickets 
are $4 each at the theatre 30 minutes 
before showtime.  Or consider saving 
money with a Delos V. Smith Film 
Series Pass!  Each $36 pass includes 
10 admission to regular film series 
movies including future seasons 
and a FOX Popcorn card for 5 FREE 
popcorns at the concession stand.
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Dec 5,12,&19  Literacy 
Legacy: A Book Talk Series for 
Children and Parents  An excit-
ing program featuring award win-
ning children’s books, storytelling 
and discussions for families with 
children ages 3-10.  Free program, 
free food.  Each Saturday from 2-4 
p.m.  Dec 5 & 12 sessions will be 
at the Maya Angelou Library, 3051 
E. 21st St. N.  The Dec. 19 session 
will be at the dowtown library. 

Dec 5 Warrior Women 
2015 An awards ceremony pay-
ing special tribute to outstanding 
women in the community who 
have made significant contribution 
in the shaping and building of the 
community. Event is from 2-5 p.m. 
at WSU Metroplex, 55015 E. 29th 
St.  Tickets are $20.  For tickets 
email w2wprc@gmail.com or call 
Bernia at 807-3172.  This event is 
sponsored by Woman to Woman 
Ministries.  

12 6th Annual Sedgwick 
County Black Republican 
Council Awards Banquet   This 
year the SCBRC will recognize 
organizations and individuals 
dedicated to the cause of redirect-
ing and lifting up the lives of youth 
in the community.  This event 
begins at 6:30 p.m. with a mingle, 
with the dinner beginning at 7 p.m.   
Tickets are $35 each or $280 for a 
table of 8.  For tickets, contact Jo-
seph Elmore at (316) 204-6624 or 
Julius Williams at (316) 558-1374.  

18  Holiday Sister’s Celebra-
tion and membership drive  
Join the ladies of Black Women 
Empowered in Wichita for this 
festive holiday event.  Bring your 
favorite comfort food, from 6 – 8 
p.m. at Healthcore, 2707 E. 21st 
St. N.  For more information call 
Mary at 371-2253, Shirley at 806-
2968 or Vada at 841-0614.  

Jan 14-18 King Holiday 
Weekend  Submit your King 
Holiday events from across the 
state, no later than Dec. 10 for 
inclusion in our last 2015 paper.  
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3900 E. Harry, Suite 100
Wichita
tonynewry@allstate.com

Tony Newry

316-683-6455
1
5
9
0
5
4

Protect your world
Auto  Home  Life  Retirement

Call me today to discuss your options.

Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, 
Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your boat, 
motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more 
of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and 
Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co. Life 
insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL. 
In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

• BAIL BONDS •

ESOTA • WICHITA, K

H CLUDI G HOLIDAYS 
• P COU TEOUS • C

• ICE DED • C
PAY OP

BIG PHIL’S
• BAIL BONDS •

316.761.2310

BAIL BONDS 

2201 N. MINNESOTA • WICHITA, KS  

AVAILABLE 24HRS A DAY INCLUDING HOLIDAYS 
• PROFESSIONAL COURTEOUS • 

CONFIDENTIAL  • LICENSED & BONDED • 
CONVENIENT PAYMENT OPTIONS

Friends Partner for 
Masquerade Ball III 

PhoToS:  
1. Ted and Charlene Rowell were the winners of the costume contest.
2.  mr. and mrs. James Adams were among the party hosts.
3.  Ronald and henretta Vann rocked a Star Wars theme 
4.  Rochelle Knox was a princess from india. 
5.  Looks like the witch already passed the apple on to Bianca holley 
         aka Snow White.  

1

2 3 4 5

M
argaree King Mitchell, 
award winning Kansas 
children’s book author 

and Deltha Colvin, Associate 
Vice-President for Campus Life 
and University Relations, Special 
Programs at Wichita State University 
were the keynote speakers at 
Storytime Village’s 2nd Annual Read 
and Rise Breakfast Gala.
The Read and Rise Breakfast Gala, 
held Nov. 2 at Exploration Place, 
opened Family Literacy Month, and 
celebrated the accomplishments 
of literacy advocates with the 
Literacy Champion and Literacy 
Legacy Awards. This year’s 
honorees include: The Literacy 
Champion Award- Mrs. Sarah 
Bagby, Watermark Books and Café; 
Literacy Legacy Award for Service, 
went to Beta Kappa Omega Chapter 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Inc., the Literacy Legacy Award for 
Leadership went to Fundamental 
Learning Center, and the Literacy 
Legacy Awards for Community 
Impact were presented to KAKE 
News for their KAKEland Reading 
Caravan.  and EMC Insurance. 
Storytime Village, 
Inc. is a Kansas 
based children’s 
literacy nonprofit 
organization with 
a goal of inspiring 
underserved 
children to read 
by providing them 
with free books and 
literacy resources.   
With proceeds 
from the event, the 
organization was 
able to purchase 
180 books for 

students in the Rise program at 
Spaght Science and Communication 
Magnet. These books will be 
distributed to K-3 grade students 
this month and will include special 
labels with the donors names.

Renowned Children’s Book Author Keynotes Literacy Breakfast 



Literacy Legacy Awards for Community impact went to 
KAKe news for their KAKeland Reading Caravan  and 
emC insurance. The awards were presented by Prisca 
Barnes of Storytime village (2nd from right).  Accept-
ing were:  (L-R) Susan Peters, KAKe; Gary Alford, emC 
insurance; and Lily Wu, KAKe.

F
or the third year, friends and family members of a gracious 
group of sponsors were treated to a  “Masquerade Ball , this 
year it was  “An Evening of Elegance III,” held Sat., Nov. 7.  The 

hosts were  Jerry and Donnis McPhaul, James and Betty Adams, Keith 
and Robbie Ray, Wynella Vann, Laurie Adams and Rochelle Knox.   In 
addition to great food and drinks, the guests dance the evening away 
to music provided by Henry Walker and Regents. 

Everyone joined in the theme and showed up in some great 
costumes.  There were a lot of great costumes, too bad we could only 
share a few. 
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Topeka  

Peaceful Rest Funeral chapel
401 SW harrison St

Bowser-Johnson Funeral chapel 
723 SW 6th Ave

Above All Books & Gifts
1921 Se indiana

Hy Vee
2951 SW Wanamaker

out Box
933 Se 21st

Lady Jewell’s Liquor
1707 Se 29th St

marion clinic
1001 SW Garield
triple Edge Barber Shop
1724 Se 29th St

El Shaddid church
 920 Sherman

new mount Zion
 2801 Se indiana

St John AmE
701 SW Topeka Blvd

St mark
 801 nW harrison ST

Hillcrest community center
1800 Se 21st

Kansas State capitol 
Visitor center
300 SW 10th

Apostolistic church of Jesus christ
2420 S.e. Bellview Ave

new Jerusalem Baptist church
1018 S e 8th Ave

mt carmel mBc
610 S e Lime

Faith temple
1162 S W Lincoln St

Walmart
2630 S e california

crestview community center
4801 SW Shunga dr

Garield Community Center
1600 ne Quincy St 

Ashbury mount olive united methodist  
1196 SW Buchannan

cynthia’s 
360 Grant Ave

Voice Distribution Locations
(topeka and Junction city)

Here are our current

check online at www.voiceitwichita.com 

for Distribution locations in Salina, manhattan, Hutchinson and Lawerence.

Let us know if you have a suggetion for a distribution location.

Email - class@tcvpub.com

Junction City

new church of the 
Living God
1315 W Ash

Ward chapel 
1711 n Jefferson

Second missionary 
Baptist church
701 W 10th

Living Word 
international ministries
1704 St mary’s Rd

church of Deliverance 
1516 n Jefferson

Pentecostal church of
Jesus christ
239 W 5th St

VFW   
1215 S Washington 

Deva Style   
317 Grant Ave 

Stepping out  
718 n. Washington St

Kompluhments  
1706 n. Washington St

ms. cynthia one Bite Delite 
360 Grant Ave

mark’s Hair Salon  
1030 W. 6th Street

Geary country 
Senior center 
1025 S. Spring Valley Rd

Valley View Senior Life 
1417 W. Ash Street

manhattan Free 
methodist  
1231 Poyntz Ave.

the Salvation Army  
300 Poyntz Ave.

Job corps   
4620 eureka dr.

Diva Stylez
908 Grant Ave

Foster’s cuts
1746 Jackson

mark’s Hair Salon
1030 W. 6th St. 

PLEASE HELP WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Most items start at $3.49/garment
Laundered shirt is $2.25

10% of sales will go to Shalom Homes, 

Hours:

2251 E. 21st St. N. Suite 105

All services require second-day delivery

FLYER GOOD FOR 

WITH MINIMUM OF SIX ITEMS

OFFERING FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY
CONTACT US: 
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“Her role is to take us to the 
next level and then she’s back to 
her retirement or back to another 
venture,” McCray-Miller says.  

Vaughn joined the City of 
Wichita as Director Housing and 
Community Services in 2004.  
During her 11 years with the City, 
the quiet and low-key adminis-
trator gained a reputation as a 
strong manager who ran a tight 
ship.  Prior to coming to Wichita, 
Vaughn was a high level admin-
istrator with the City of Kansas 
City, MO, and served a stint as the 
interim City Manager of that major 
metropolitan government.  

With Vaughn on board, McCray-
Miller says the League can stop 
treading water and begin to move 
forward.  

“Some people were wonder-
ing what are we doing and when 
are we going to do something,” 
McCray-Miller says, “but in order 
to grow the agency, you have to 
show some real ability to have a 
vision to move the organization forward.”  

With Vaughn on board and a strong board in 
place, McCray-Miller  , just set back and watch 
the Urban League grow.  

“What we’re estimating and projecting is that 
we will get back to where we were before I came 
on as board chair, says McCray-Miller who’s led 
the board since Dec. 2013.   “We’re looking for 
a sizeable increase in the revenue we generate, 
to reenergize our housing program and to bring 
back the HUD funding we had in the past.  

In addition, look for the League to add some 
new programs.  

“We’re looking at doing some community 
development, creating opportunities for housing 
to be built and rentals to be,” says McCray-Miller.  

The organization will likely focus their efforts 
in the area around the League’s offices at 9th and 
Grove.  They’ve also brought on Andy Bias, the 
former Executive Director of Mennonite Housing, 
as a consultant.    Bias is currently Director of 
Special Projects for Community Housing of Wy-
andotte County, an organization that focuses on 
revitalizing, stabilizing and reinvesting in Kansas 
City Kansas neighborhoods.

“We are growing this agency.  We’re moving 
into areas that we believe will build this commu-
nity and that’s what the agency is all about, com-
munity building,” says McCray-Miller.  “We’re 
excited.  It’s been challenging over these past 18 
months.  We know where are strength are, It’s 
going to be good.”

VAUGHN,  
from page 9





T
he Chocolate Nutcracker, filled with the pageantry of dazzling 
costumes, great music and exciting dance wowed the Topeka 
audiences Thanksgiving Weekend.  The story, an adaptation of 

the popular classical ballet The Nutcracker, tells the story of a little girl 
Claire and her Chocolate Nutcracker who travel the world in a dream 
lead by the Dream Princess.  

The production featured a jazzy interpretation of the Duke Elling-
ton’s classic score 
the Nutcracker 
Suite and other 
popular music 
selections.  The 
dance styles includ-
ed Hip-Hop, Jazz, 
African, Praise, 
Contemporary, 
Stepping, Salsa and 
Ballet.  

The show was 
produced by Steven 
Massey and his It 
Takes A Village, Inc., 
a non-profit after 
school performing 
arts youth center.  .

The show was on 
stage at the Topeka 
Performing Arts Cen-
ter on Sat. and Sun., 
Nov. 28 and 29.  

M
eet the Misfits, the charac-
ters in a hysterical dramatic 
comedy on stage in Topeka 

Dec. 12 and 13.  There’s Mama Percy 
and Aunt Pebbles, two octogenarians, 
who aren’t afraid to speak their mind.  
They live with Glenda, Mama Percy’s 
daughter and her husband George.  
Then there’s Tate, Glenda and George’s 
30’s something son, who’s in and out 
of the house.  The couple have two 

other adult children who live away 
from home: Sandra and Namon, the 
family’s real success story.  Namon has 
it going on, plenty of money and the 
trapping to go along with it.  

Of course, there’s enough dysfunc-
tion in this family to sink a cruise ship.  
Mama Percy and Aunt Pebbles keep 
things going and there’s a lot of ten-
sion between them and George, who 
is the sole provider in the house.  With 

Tate, far less than dependable, George 
is left to take care of his entire family.  

Here’s the plot.  George loses his 
job at the factory and everything 
comes to a head when the misfits 
find out the house is about to be 
foreclosed on, they’re about to lose 
everything and it is right before 
Christmas.  The play takes a lot of twits 
and turns with the balance of the play 
resolving on how the family figures it 
out.  A couple of hints:  Namon turns 
out not to have any money and Aunt 
Pebbles and Mama Percy have a lot 
to do with the solution, even though 
they’re in their 80s and labeled as old 
and senile.  

With the wonderment of Christmas 
and the Spirit of love through Christ, 
the Misfits’ Christmas is a perfect 
holiday story.  It’s a story of hope, 
love and restoration brought to the 
Topeka community by native Tyson 
Williams.  Tyson is the playwright, 

director, producer and composer of 
A Misfits’ Christmas.  He’s joined on 
stage by a team of community actors 
who make up for their limited theatri-
cal experience with their commitment 
to Williams and his dream of growing 
the Misfits into a theatrical brand, i.e. 
Medea and Tyler Perry. 

Williams, 2??, said he was probably 

10 or 12-years-old when Perry first 
came on the scene. 

“He’s been a huge inspiration to 
me,” says Williams. “I want to have 
a brand that really empowers people 
to live at the highest expression of 
themselves.” 
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Chocolate Nutcracker
Wows Topeka Audience

A Misfits’ Christmas a Great Addition to Your Holiday Season  

A Misit’s Christmas 

When:  Sat. Dec. 12, 6 p.m. & Sun., Dec. 13, 5 p.m. 
Where:  Topeka Masonic Center, 2300 S.W. 30th St., Topeka 
Tickets:  $7 in advance, $9 at the door.  Tickets can be bought in 
advance online at www.amisitschristmas.com or by calling (785) 
304-5598.  
Major Cast:  Tonya Fisher as Mama Percy; Terri Hickerson as Aunt 
Pebbles; A’Jay Scipio as Glenda, Jason Robbs as George; Robbie 
Williams as Tate; Justinn Doby at Namon; Rachel Fisher as Sandra; 
Tyson Williams as Mr Vanblaire; and Steven Massey as the Reverend.

    
See MISFITS, page 19

1

2

3 4

5 6

Photos by Bohannon Photos/Robin Warren

PHOTOS:  1.  During the wedding scene, 
the Chocolate Nutcracker, played by Rob-
bie Williams, does his dance. 
2. Snake Pit dancers lift Claire played by 
Joh’nae Buffett.
3. Before the show, there were red carpet 
moments, with participants captured on 
ilm by Sawab Hazim of Creative Pathways  
and interviewed by Kameron Micheals.

4. Production Producer Steven Massey 
introducing African Stilt Walker Steve 
Bruce.
5.Baby Doll dancers (L-R) Az’Gianna 
Thompson, Courtnee Jackson and Akay-
sha Foster.
6. In Gospel Land, lag dancers (L-R) 
Damaris Labrador, Zhariya Stewart and 
Imani Thompson do their thing.



If during the 12 month restricted 
license period drivers resolve 
outstanding court obligations that 
resulted in suspension, their licenses 
will be reinstated.

To see if you qualify for a restrict-
ed license please do the following:  

1. Check the status of your driver’s 
license. If suspended contact the 

DMV to see if you are eligible for a 
restricted driver’s license.

https://www.kdor.org/DLStatus/
login.aspx

2. If you are eligible for a re-
stricted driver’s license, then click 
or go the link below and follow the 
attached instructions.

http://ksrevenue.org/pdf/dc1020.
pdf

If you have questions on steps 
1 and 2 please contact the DMV at 
1-785-296-3671

By Derek Schmidt
Kansas Attorney General

T
he season of giving is upon 
us. Whether it is selecting the 
perfect gifts for your loved 

ones or supporting a favorite cause, 
the holiday season often has Kansans 
feeling particularly generous. 
Unfortunately, scammers also take 
advantage of this giving spirit by 
impersonating charitable causes.

 The best way to make sure your 
donations go to a worthy cause is to 
make a plan ahead of the busiest times 
of the holiday season. Here are some 
tips to help you make those plans:
•Controlyourdonations.Insteadof
waiting for a solicitation to come by 
phone, mail or email, decide ahead of 
time what organizations you want to 
support and contact them directly.
•Supportlocal,established
charities. While there are many large, 
international organizations that do 
great work, your donations can 
often have a greater impact when 
they support a cause close to your 
community, where you can see the 

results 
of your 
donations.
•Doyour

homework. 
Research the 
organizations 
you are 
considering 
supporting. 
Find out how much of your donation 
goes to support the charitable work of 
the organization and how much goes 
to fundraising and overhead expenses.
•Makesurethecharityisproperly
registered to solicit donations in 
Kansas. Most charities soliciting in 
Kansas are required to register with 
the Secretary of State’s office. You can 
check to see if the charity is registered 
by visiting www.kscharitycheck.
org. Please note, many religious 
organizations are not required to 
register.
•Askifyourdonationistax
deductible. Not all donations to 
charities are tax deductible. You 
can check a charity’s status with the 
IRS at www.irs.gov. When in doubt, 

double-check with your tax preparer 
before assuming a donation will be tax 
deductible.
•Documentyourdonation.Make
the donation by credit card or check 
– not cash. If you pay by check, make 
the check payable directly to the 
organization, not to the fundraiser 
solicitingthedonation.Askfora
receipt to show the amount of the 
donation, and if you specified your 
donation toward a specific project.

If you suspect a charity scam or 
fraud, you can file a complaint with 
our Consumer Protection Division 
online at www.InYourCornerKansas.
org or by calling (800) 432-2310. 
You can also visit our website for 
more safe giving tips to help you stay 
safe this holiday season.

Watch Out for Charity Scams 
During the Holiday Giving Season

How Can You Keep Your Credit Card Information Safe Online
Dear Marietta,

I love doing my holiday shopping 
online so I can avoid the long lines 
at the mall and try to score some 
good sales, but with all the news of 
hackers stealing credit card infor-
mation lately, I'm nervous this year. 
What can I do to keep my informa-
tion safe?

ACautiousConsumer

 
Hi Cautious!

This is a great question. We love 
the convenience of online shopping, 
but we definitely don’t want to face 
the potential aggravation of hacked 
accounts that could result. Unfor-
tunately, there’s no 100% failproof 
solution. But there are some things 
you can do to protect yourself during 
the Black Friday and Cyber Monday 

sales and beyond.
First things first: before you sub-

mit any payment information, make 
sure you’re on a secure website. The 
URL on the payment screen should 
have“https”insteadof“http.”Also,
if you’re shopping on a wireless 
network, make sure it’s secure, and 
protected by a password.

In terms of the payment method, 
avoid using your checking account 
or debit card. If your account infor-
mation or card is stolen, a hacker 
could wipe out all the money in your 
account.Agoodthingaboutcredit
cards is that you are only liable for 
a maximum of $50 for fraudulent 
charges. You may also be able to add 
extra security features on a credit 
card. For instance, some card issu-
ers offer text message verifications. 
Immediately after a transaction hap-
pens, you’ll receive a text message 

to allow you to confirm that it’s legit, 
andnotafraud.Andsomecard
issuers have implemented two-factor 
authentica-
tion for 
online pur-
chases.After
you submit 
your payment 
informa-
tion, you’ll 
receive an 
email or text 
message with 
a one-time 
use code. To complete the transac-
tion, you’ll enter that code on their 
website to confirm that it’s really you 
making the purchase.

You could also use an online 
payment service,  such as PayPal 
and Bill Me Later, which would be 
connected to your credit card or 

bank account. If the retailer you’re 
shopping with accepts that online 
payment service, you can make your 

transaction through it,  this way 
you’re not sharing your credit card 
or bank account information directly 
with the retailer.

Andifyoudon’twanttodealwith
any of this, you could always buy gift 
cards and use them to shop online. 
Just remember not to throw them 

away after you’ve used them, in case 
you need to return or exchange any 
of the gifts you buy with them.

Marietta Jelks is the editor of the 
ConsumerActionHandbook,where
you can find more information on 
keeping your money safe, avoiding 
scams and fraud and more. Have a 
question for Marietta? Email askma-
rietta@gsa.gov and she may answer 
it in a future column.
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He’s already at work on his next 
Misfit’s play, “Misfits’ Revenge,” that 
he hopes to bring to the stage next 
year, then begin his first tour. 

“I’ve been preparing for this all my 
life,” Williams says. 

In elementary, junior and senior 
high school, Williams was a regular 
in major productions.  He played 
in the jazz band and sang in the 
choir.Afterhighschool,heattended
McNally Smith College of Music, in 
St. Paul Minnesota.  He graduated in 
2013 with degrees in music composi-
tion and piano performance.  

He hung around Minnesota for a 

while, playing in a band and selling 
real estate before returning home 
this spring to help his family grow 
their business, Peaceful Rest Funeral 
Home.  His 8 -5, or 8 to 8 he says, 
job is Director of Marketing and 
BusinessAffairsforthefuneralhome.
He also serves as Minister of Music 
at Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist 
Church, but his love is still arts and 
entertainment.  

Without an outlet for his creativity 
in Topeka, he decided to create one.  
He started writing down some of the 
stories and began to dream that this 
might be the start of something big.  

“It’s a dream come true to see all 
of these stories manifesting in real life 
for the rest of the world to experi-
ence,” concludes Tyson.  

MISFITS,  
from page 18

LICENSE,  
from page 4
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*Breast substitution upcharge may apply. Price plus applicable tax. Price may vary outside the 48 continental United States. For a limited time only at participating restaurants. ©Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen, Inc. 2015 All Rights Reserved. Visit us at Popeyes.com

10 Pcs Mixed or 10 Handcrafted Tenders $1199

-

-

-

-

-

-

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

(Breast & Wing)

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

12 Pcs Mixed Chicken, 6 Biscuits, Lg Coleslaw, 
Lg Mash Potato & Gravy, Gallon Beverage*

* Tea or Lemonade
21.99

Present coupon when ordering. One coupon per customer per visit. Void where 

prohibited. Not valid with any other offer. Good at participating Popeyes only. ©Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen
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2.99

2.99 7.99

7.99

7.99
(Breast & Wing)

5 Pcs Chicken,
2 Reg. Sides & 2 Biscuits

(Dine in Only)

(Breast & Wing)

2 CAN DINE
FOR

$8.99Present coupon when ordering. One coupon per customer per visit. Void where 
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with NEW! SMOK’N PEPPER RANCH Dipping Sauce


