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diStRiButiOn  

On entry newsracks at all Wichita area 

diStRiButiOnWichita -- Patricia Patterson  & 
       PKK Distributionhutchinson -- Willie McAbeeSalina -- Georgaleen ThomasJunction City -- William Oceantopeka -- Tycke Williams

PHotos:  
1. the all-star team of Gospel singers included Donnie McClurkin and 
Hezekiah Walker 
2.  During the second half of the show, the performers invited people to 
come down for prayer, and the people poured down to the front of the 
stage. 
3.  although the singers shared the stage, something about Fred Hammond 
made him stand out.  
4.  Kim Burrell, wow what a voice.  
5.  some of those in attendance included:  Bill Bell and Dennis “Bones” 
Woods and  
6,  adrian McClaugh and aleshia Mitchell,  
7.  Dwignt rolfe, pictured with his wife, produced the local concert.  it was 
his inluence from years and years in the industry, 
that earned Wichita the second night of the tour.  
8.  Clanitae and elder leon Jigetts enjoyed their 
Gospel and spirit-illed evening.  
9.  also enjoying the conert were Patricia snipes 
and randall Jones and 
10.  alissa Mack.  
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The Praise Was On 

Photos by Bonita Gooch

W
ichita, and people from around the state, showed up to enjoy 
the biggest Gospel Concert of the year.  The Festival of Praise 
Tour arrived in Wichita on Oct 1, on just the second day of the 

50+ City tour.  The four main headliners shared the stage throughout 
the three hour plus concert.  Artist Fred Hammond, Donnie McClurkin, 
Kim Burrell and Hezekiah Walker showed why they’re at the top of the 
Gospel Music charts.  They were backed up by a VIP supporting chorus 
that featured Isaac Carree, Jessica Reedy and Zacardi Cortez. 



A
fter 19 years in service, we inally bid goodbye to our old 
Community Voice logo.  We rolled out our new logo last issue, 
along with a few other changes on our front page.  It left us 

wondering, “where did 
The Community Voice 
go?”.  Although we’re 
pleased with the new 
look, there’s always 
something comfortable 
about the old and familiar 
– those old shoes, that 
old pair of jeans, and that 
old logo.  

We know we’ll get 
used to it in a few weeks 
and by the new year, that 
old logo  -- like that old 
boyfriend -- will be forgot-
ten.  The new look is 
designed to be cleaner, modern and in more in your face.  In addition 
to the bolder logo with its bright color, the new cover includes bolder 
headlines and bolder page numbers.  Kind of like the headlines 
on the National Inquirer, they’re designed to jump out at you at the 
checkout stand.  

The new look was timed to coincide with the oficial kickoff of our 
statewide coverage.  As the only African-American newspaper in the 
state of Kansas, we’re excited about the opportunity to help connect 
members of our community across the state.  As Kansans, we have 
a lot in common, many of the same issues and concerns.  When 
something can beneit our readers, we want to get the word out.  The 
same holds true when it’s something that can harm us.  It’s Important 
to get the message out early enough to be proactive instead of reac-
tive, and timely, instead of late to the gate.  
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Our New Look  

G
et ready for our new and improved website.  With our print 
edition, iscal sensibilities limit the number of pages in each 
issue, but that also limits the amount of information we 

can get out to you.  our readers can turn to our new website as a 
source of even more 
news.  

our new website 
address will relect 
our new statewide coverage.  We’ll be at www.communityvoiceks.
com.  For those who are use to the old www.voiceitwichita.com, you 

can still use the old address and you’ll automati-
cally be rerouted.  The new website will be so much more, more 
than our old website and even more than the newspaper.  Look for 
home and lifestyle news, business news, health, entertainment, a 

more extensive calendar, classiied 
ads, obituaries, more photos and 
eventually even videos.  

We’ll announce the launch on 
Facebook and, of course, in the paper.  We expect it to be up and 
running before the end of october.   

Coming Next : Our New Website

You Really Should Like 
Our Facebook Page  

If you like the Community Voice news-
paper, you’ll love our Facebook feed.  With 
two weeks between papers, our Facebook 

followers stay abreast of any breaking and late 
dated news we receive.  Ahead of the week-
end, we post a great mix of weekend activities, 
then there are always our online contests and 
every Wednesday is Winning Wednesday 
online at:

 
facebook.com/thecommunityvoice.

Share Your 
Halloween  Event 
If you’re sponsoring a halloween activitiy 
that’s free and especially for the kids, 
let us know about it.  We’ll help pro-
mote it and we might just come 
out and take photos.  
The dealine to have 
your halloween 
event included in our 
10/22/15 issue is Fri., 
oct. 16.







T
he Supreme Court embarked on a new term Monday that sees a lot of old 
issues coming back around again.  The justices will rule on affirmative 
action for the third time in four years. They will rule on public employee 

union fees for the third time in five years. They will deliver verdicts on class-
action lawsuits and death penalty appeals, as they do virtually every year.

Before the term is out next June, they likely will consider the Affordable Care 
Act's so-called "con-
traceptive mandate" 
for the second time 
in three years and 
update what they 
meant a generation 
ago in ruling that 
states could not place 
an "undue burden" 
on women seeking 
abortions.

Other issues that 
could reach the court 
this term or next include President Obama's effort to shield millions of illegal 
immigrants from deportation, challenges to voter-identification laws and other 
restrictions, and efforts by merchants such as bakers and florists to turn down 
same-sex weddings.

A potential body blow to labor
Friedrichs v. California Teachers Association threatens the way public em-

ployee unions raise money from the workers they represent. In 2012 and again 
in 2014, the Supreme Court ruled that unions could not force non-members to 
contribute, but the decisions did not have nationwide impact.

The new challenge, all but invited by the court's conservatives, comes from 
California teachers who object to paying for the costs of collective bargain-
ing. They already can decline to pay for the union's political activities, such as 
lobbying and campaign donations, but federal law says unions can collect from 
anyone they represent through collective bargaining.

Rebecca Friedrichs and her co-plaintiffs argue that everything public em-
ployee unions do is political, since they work for governments that collect and 
spend taxpayers' money. The cost of union contracts, for instance, are borne by 
taxpayers and affect state finances.

Labor union officials say the ability to opt out of paying for purely political 
activities is sufficient. As a fallback, the court could change that rule so that 
workers would not pay for politics unless they opt in — a ruling that would 
cost unions money but would not signal a potential death knell. About 35% of 
public-sector workers belong to a union.

Higher ed affirmative action back in the crosshairs
Two years after punting the case back to an appeals court, the justices will 

take a second crack at resolving a dispute about the constitutionality of the 
University of Texas at Austin's affirmative action program. The case was brought 
by rejected applicant Abigail Fisher, who contends she was rejected because of 
her race.

The last time Fisher’s case went before the high court, affirmative action 
opponents hoped it would serve as a vehicle to pare back preferences for racial 
and ethnic groups at government-run schools. However, the justices instead 
told the 5th Circuit it had been too deferential to the University of Texas’s claims 
that the programs were narrowly tailored to promote diversity. Justice Anthony 
Kennedy won the support of six other justices for a decision that said such pro-
grams must be handled with "strict scrutiny,” but the decision did not suggest 
they were automatically unconstitutional.

See COURT, page 13
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You already own your home. Why not take advantage 

of its equity to make home improvements, buy a 

new car or combine higher-interest debt into one low 

payment? With a loan from INTRUST Bank, you can 

fund your upgrade and maintain your family’s budget 

— a smart move your whole family can enjoy. Call us 

at 383-1234 or visit intrustbank.com.

Member FDIC  |  © 2015 INTRUST Bank  |  Equal Housing Lender

Subject to application and approval. The Annual Percentage Rate is subject to change and will vary depending on credit worthiness, loan term and 

fees. Contract rate will be .25% higher if the payments are not automatically deducted from an INTRUST Bank checking account. Disclosed APR 

assumes a $50,000 loan with a $250 origination fee. For example: A $50,000 loan with a contract interest rate of 3.75% would require 60 monthly 

Trust on a single family, owner-occupied, readily marketable residential real estate property (excluding mobile homes and cooperatives) in the state 

of Kansas. Unsecured, investment property, rental property and commercial loans are excluded. Insurance must be carried on the property securing 

this loan. Available for fully amortized mortgage-secured loans of $10,000 or more, with a combined loan-to-value ratio (including prior mortgages 

or liens) of 90% or less and has a maximum term of 60 months. Rates as of 3/20/15.

Home Equity Loans

3.95%APR

5-year term

Take advantage of your home equity

I trust INTRUST.®

Affirmative Action and Labor Unions
On Supreme Courts New Docket
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Kansas

ENJOY 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY 

FUN AT THE 

GRANDPARENTS 

PARK FESTIVAL.

Grab your grandkids and come celebrate at the Grandparents 
Park. Join us for live music, free food, children’s games, pumpkin 
painting and more. Connect with us and explore everything the 
park has to offer. The Grandparents Park started with a dream, 
and with the help of AARP, the City of Wichita and its partners, 
the Grandparents Park became a reality, creating a great space 
for people of all ages to enjoy.

October 10, 2015

10:00 AM–12:00 PM

The Grandparents Park

S. Estelle Street & E. Kellogg Drive S.

Wichita, KS 67211

Learn more and see everything else we’re doing at aarp.org/ks 

T:9.95”

T:10.25”
B:9.95”

B:10.25”
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Sickle Cell Disease 
By the 
Numbers

Ben and Bernie   
What’s 

the 
Big Deal?



W
ho are they appealing to.  The Sanders 
crowds are full of college kids; young, 
progressive professionals; and liberal 

retirees.  They’re still  mostly white, but still fairly 
diverse.  Carson supporters are older and White. 

At a typical Sanders stump speech, you’ll 
hear lots of suggestions for change.  Strong 
policy ideas, whether you agree with them or 
not.  Increasing the federal minimum wage 
from $7.25 to $15 an hour by 2020. Putting 
13 million Americans to work by investing $1 
trillion over five years on infrastructure projects. 
Creating 1 million jobs for disadvantaged young 
Americans by spending $5.5 billion on a youth 
jobs program. Making tuition free at public 
colleges and universities. Passing single-payer 
healthcare. Enacting a universal childcare and 
prekindergarten program.  He’ll mention all of 
that, and more, in just one speech. 

A typical Carson stump speech isn’t big on 
policy proposals.  Sure, Carson toucheds on The 
Issues. He describes immigration as “a problem.” 
He predicts that our “fiscal irresponsibility” will 
“kill us if we don’t deal with it.” He declares that it 
was “not appropriate” to jail Kentucky clerk Kim 
Davis for refusing to grant marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples. He decris the “global jihadists” 
wreaking havoc in Iraq and Syria. And he 

confesses that it “pains” him when he sees people 
“[going] around trying to shoot” police.

But other than saying that we need to “seal the 
border,” stop Democrats like Clinton from giving 
students “free college” tuition, “not impose our 
will on other people” like Kim Davis, “destroy 
[the global jihadists] before they destroy us” 
and accept that “police make mistakes” just like 
“plumbers, teachers and presidents,” Carson 
doesn’t actually offer up solutions. 

One of the few concrete policies he proposes 
is a corporate tax holiday to repatriate foreign 
profits, an idea the federal government tried more 
than a decade ago.  Policy clearly isn’t the point of 
Carson’s rallies. Instead, the focus is on character: 
that of both Carson and his supporters.

“There are those who say, ‘You don’t have 
elected political experience,’” the candidate says 
onstage. “But if you look at the elected political 
experience of everybody in Congress, it comes out 
to about 8,700 years. Where has it gotten us?”

His supporters love this statement and cheer 
wildly.  The crowd cheered. “The fact of the 
matter is our system was really designed for the 
citizen statesman,” Carson continued. “It was not 
designed for the professional politician.”

But Carson is a very particular kind of 
nonpolitician. We’ve seen CEOs run before. We’ve 

never seen a candidate like Carson — a black, 
devoutly Christian Republican who overcame a 
poor, fatherless youth to attend Yale and become 
the first surgeon to separate cranial conjoined 
twins.

And that was what Anaheim was all about. In 
the arena, supporters held up red, white and blue 
signs that said, “America Needs Gifted Hands.” The 
banners that flank his stage read, “Heal. Inspire. 
Revive,” it’s kind of his campaign slogan 

Onstage, Carson makes sure to summarize 
his story.  He recalls the “dilapidated ghetto” he 
grew up in: “the rats, the roaches, the gangs, the 
murders.” He praises his heroic mother, who 
at 13 married a bigamist but “never became a 
victim,” “never felt sorry for herself” and taught 
him that “the person who has the most to do with 
what happens in life is you, not somebody else.” 
And he explains why his difficult childhood made 
him a conservative.

“I knew I had the ability to change my 
circumstances,” Carson said. “It is not the 
government’s responsibility to take care of 
everybody else.”

Carson’s appeal is his character, not his policy.  
"Carson is a safe place for people to wait it out," 

said Brad Todd, an adviser for a super PAC that 
supports rival candidate Bobby Jindal. "He's not 
going to embarrass them. They think he has the 
utmost integrity. They don't have to be ashamed to 
say they're for him.

Carson counters everything negative people say 
about conservatives writes Andrew Romano.  You 
know, the image that conservatives only care about 

rich people and are usually rich themselves.  That 
conservatives are mostly White and maybe even 
racist.  That conservatives aren’t that educated or 
smart.  That conservatives don’t believe in science.  
That conservatives are negative and obnoxious. 

“If you set out to contradict every single one of 
those stereotypes by engineering a candidate that 
Republicans could point to and say, ‘See! We’re 
not like that! We’re voting for him!’ your candidate 
would look and act exactly like Ben Carson: a 
mild-mannered, Ivy League-educated black man 
of both science and faith who rose from rags to 
riches and became a Republican along the way,” 
writes Romano. 

If Carson is a counter candidate so is Sanders.  
Democrats are tired of status quo.  

By supporting Sanders, Democrats are 
registering their dissatisfaction with this status quo 
and implying that the establishment choice, Hillary 
Clinton, would be just as moderate, incremental, 
accommodating and stymied as her predecessor. 
They elected Obama because of who he was; they 
aren’t going to make the same mistake again. 
For them, Obama didn’t do enough with his 
presidency — and Clinton can’t be trusted to do 
enough either.

Sanders, on the other hand, can. After all, he’s 
been pushing the same proposals for decades.

“Maybe Bernie won’t get elected,” a 35-year-
old screenwriter told an L.A. based reporter. 
“But maybe he will. Why should we sell ourselves 
short — why should we settle for less — if we 
don’t have to? Why shouldn’t we give his ideas a 
chance?”

They’re both packing stadiums with rock star-style productions and 
they’re both surging in the polls.  What’s with these two contrasting 
igures who are establishing themselves as strong contenders for their 
party’s presidential nomination.  

Ben & Bernie and the Black Vote... Stats and research show african americans will 
vote party over race and  Ben’s not in the right party.  Bernie is making an appeal to the Black community and is starting 
to gain steam after his stumble with the “Black lives Matter” group.  in august he rolled out a Racial Justice Plan.  
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YOU ARE INVITED TO 

EAT SMART, 

LIVE STRONG  

Nutrition & Healthy 

Cooking Classes
FREE

  

Classes are at 6 p.m. 

Cooking demon-
stration at each class.

Call to reserve 
your space.

CLASSES TAUGHT BY K-STATE RESEARCH AND EXTENSION 

2201 E. 13th St. 

(316) 440-7887

 

Speak Out Kansas  

I
t’s not too late to get moving dur-
ing Walktober, a month-long walk-
ing program in October designed 

to encourage walking on a daily basis.  
Walking is a low-impact exercise that 
packs surprisingly powerful health 
benefits, such as weight management 
and blood pressure control. 

 Sedgwick County residents are 
challenged to ‘Walk With Me’ during  
October  Whether a friend, family 
member, neighbor or pet, having a 
walking partner will remind you to 
get moving while you enjoy October’s 

mild temperatures!.  Grab your family, 
friends and neighbors, and register on 
www.hwcwichita.org. After registering, 
participants will download a calendar 
to track the number of minutes they 

walk each day. Minutes are to be 
reported on Nov. 1 via the online well-
ness platform at www.hwcwichita.org 

or mailed, by Nov. 7, to:
Shelley Rich, Medical Society of 

Sedgwick County
1102 S. Hillside
Wichita, KS 67211 

After submitting their minutes, walk-
ers will be eligible to receive one of 
several walking –related incentives.

Get Moving During Walktober

T
he rate of kidney failure for 
African Americans is three times 
higher than among Caucasians 

and one reason for this is that they 
are not aware when they have earlier 
stages of kidney disease, at a time 
treatment could prevent the dam-
age from progressing to the point 
when dialysis or kidney transplant is 
necessary. The problem appears to be 
specific for kidney disease, since most 

African Americans who had diabetes, 
hypertension, or high cholesterol 
levels knew so.

Even many physicians are unaware 
of the extent of the crisis because they 
continue to adhere to outdated stan-
dards of kidney function, investigators 
say.

These important findings come 
from results of the Jackson Heart 
Study, reported in the American 

Journal of Kidney Diseases, the official 
journal of the National Kidney Founda-
tion.

"Much of the problem of patient 
awareness is due to a lack of aware-
ness of the medical practitioners," 
lead author Dr. Michael F. Flessner 
said. "Most physicians were trained in 
an era in which serum creatinine [a 
measure of kidney function] was used 
as an absolute indicator of kidney 
disease."

Currently, early stages of kidney 
disease are diagnosed when protein is 
detected in the urine. Later stages are 
determined by reductions in glomeru-

lar filtration rate, a measure of how 
well the kidneys are filtering out waste 
products.

"The National Kidney Foundation, 
the American Society of Nephrology, 
and the National Institute of Health's 
National Kidney Disease Education 
Program are beginning to have an 
impact on this lack of awareness at the 
practitioner level," Dr. Flessner added. 
Dr. Flessner is Director of the Division 
of Nephrology in the Department of 
Medicine at the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center in Jackson.

This study included more than 
3,400 African Americans who were 

interviewed and underwent physical 
examinations, including tests of their 
blood and urine for evidence of kidney 
disease and other illnesses.

They were also asked, "Have you 
ever been told by a doctor or health 
care professional that you have kidney 
disease?" or if they were being treated 
with dialysis.

Overall, 20% of subjects were found 
to have chronic kidney disease, but 
very few of those affected were aware 
of that fact (fewer than 15%). Thus, 
for every six individuals with kidney 
disease, only about one person knew 
it.

  

Silent Epidemic: Kidney Disease in African-Americans Goes Undetected Until Late Stages
Good cholesterol, bad cholesterol and blood sugar 
levels are familiar to most African Americans at risk, 
but kidney disease is off the radar screen, a new study 
reports.

The national Kidney Foundtion’s Kidney Walk is the nation’s largest walk to ight kidney 
disease.  held in nearly 100 communities, the 
event raises awareness, and fund lifesaving 
programs that educate and support patients, 
their families, and those at risk.  

The Wichita Walk is at newman university, 
Check in is at 8:30 a.m. and the walk begins at 10 a.m.  Register at kidneywalk.org.

  

Kidney Walk  Sat., Oct 24

H
ere’s a kidney health 
checklist for your next 
visit to your health care 

provider if you have any of the 
risk factors:  diabetes, high blood 
pressure, a family history of kid-
ney failure or are over age 60

1.Request a simple urine test  A 
simple urine test to screen for al-
buminuria (protein in your urine), 
one of the earliest signs of kidney 
disease.  in a single urine speci-

men, less than 30 mg of albumin 
per gram of creatinine is normal, 
more than 30 mg is high,

 2. Obtain a copy of your most 
recent blood test results. Review 
your cholesterol, blood pres-
sure, and blood glucose. make 
sure you’ve had an estimated 
Glomerular Filtration Rate (eGFR) 
calculated. if not, ask about get-
ting this blood test to determine 
how well your kidneys are work-

ing. he goal is for this number to 
be higher than 60. Less than 60 
indicates kidney disease

3. Ask questions about healthy 
lifestyle recommendations. Does 
your healthcare provider have 
speciic suggestions or goals for 
you?

 4. Find out if you’re taking any 
medications that could be harm-
ing your kidneys. 

Catch it Early: Medical Checks for Kidney Disease   

Kidney Disease Facts ... The two most common causes of kidney dis-
ease in the Black population are the same as other races: diabetes and high blood pressure, in that order. 
Diabetes overworks people’s kidneys until they wear out, while high blood pressure damages the small ves-
sels in the kidneys.  The problem is Blacks are twice as likely as Whites to develop diabetes and also more 

likely to develop kidney failure from high blood pressure and diabetes than any other racial group. 
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www.mhrsi.org

$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE  

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESSEnergy Efficient Homes

2644 N. ESTELLE               1937 S. MOSLEY 

1004 S. TOPEKA

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.

 
 

SM

IF I DON’T WIN, YOU DON’T PAY ME A DIMESM

1-800-241-BRAD    316-684-4400
www.BradPistotnikLaw.com 10111 E. 21st St. Suite 204

© 2015 Bradley A. Pistotnik 
AUTO  • TRUCK • CYCLE • ACCIDENTSse habla español

AUTO ACCIDENT?AUTO ACCIDENT?

( 2 7 2 3 )

HIRE THE
REAL BRADSM

Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.comwww.sammyoagency.com
•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Competitive Rates                  Quality Service         Monthly Payment Plans     Discounts Available      24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service 

O.L. Jones & Associates
2405 E. 21st St. • Wichita
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Tax & Accouning needs 

•Business 
• Personal  
• Accouning  
• Tax Preparaion  
• Tax Problems  
• Free iniial consultaion  

OPEN:  FRI - SAT 10 - 6 
SUN - 10 - 5

942-8263  www.VFMWichita.com

2301 S. MERIDIAN AVE, WICHITA
VILLAGE FLEA MARKET

UPCOMING EVENTS

BOOTHS START AT ONLY $20!

ADMISSION FREE

Sat., Oct. 10 - Village Flea Market Musicfest 
Sat., Oct. 24 - All Hallows Fall Festival 
Sat., Nov. 14 - Veteran’s Day Wagon Parade

Community Briefs

City Golf Courses launCh 
new Mobile app

 Wichita Public Golf Courses introduced Wichita’s first 
mobile golf application – Golf Wichita. The golf app provides 
information about golf specials, tournaments, course conditions 
and more.

“This mobile app will give us a new way to communicate 
with golfers through push notifications to keep them up to 
date on course conditions and available tee times,” said Troy 
Hendricks, Golf Manager.

The app will also be used to inform golfers on spontaneous 

promotions. Find out more about the Golf Wichita Mobile 
App, visit www.golfwichita.com and City of Wichita Public Golf 
Courses Facebook page.

The app is free to download in ITunes and Play Store.  During 
October, download the Golf Wichita Mobile App and register to 
win four free rounds of golf. 

atwater neiGhborhood Center 
hours ChanGinG 

Atwater NRC hours of operation are changing effective Mon., 
Oct. 12.  The new hours will be:   Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m., Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  The center will be close 

daily from Noon to 1 p.m. 

larry bud auCtion inCludes 
restaurant equipMent and 

sports MeMorabilia 
If you ever dined (or drank) at Larry Bud’s Sports Bar 

and Grill at 21st and Woodlawn, you probably remember the 
sports memorabilia that lined the walls.  It included signed 
jersey from many famous NFL, MLB, and NBA members, 
including Kareem Abdul Jabbar, Reggie Bush and Mean Joe 
Green.  That memorabilia plus all of the contents of the 
restaurant, including great restaurant equipment, dining 
furniture and even flat screen TVs are up for sale at an auction 
on Tues. Oct. 13, 10 a.m.  Larry Bud’s is located at 2120 N. 
Woodlawn.  Pictures of the items up for sale can be viewed 
online at the McCurdy Auction Website. 

your idea to iMprove wiChita 
Can be worth Millions 

What’s your best idea to make cities more successful? The 
Knight Cities Challenge is calling on innovators of all types to 
answer this question.

Now in its second year, the national challenge is an initiative 
of the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. The challenge 
seeks new ideas to make the 26 communities where Knight 
invests  (Wichita is the only city in Kansas on the list) more 
vibrant places to live and work. Winners will receive a share of 
$5 million and become part of a network of civic innovators; 
funding will be granted at all levels from small to large 
amounts. Applications will be accepted through Oct. 27 at 
knightcities.org. 

The idea should focus on one or more of three key drivers of 
city success:

•Talent:Ideasthathelpcitiesattractandkeeptalented
people.

•Opportunity:Ideasthatexpandeconomicprospectsby
breaking down divides and making new connections.

•Engagement:Ideasthatspurconnectionandcivic
involvement.

The initial application will be easy to complete. You don’t 
have to be a professional grant writer, but you should be ready 
with a plan to make your idea a reality.

The challenge is open to anyone from anywhere.  More 
information is available on knightcities.org.

La
u

n
ch

in
g

 S
o
o
n

  
- 

co
m

m
u

n
ity

vo
ic

ek
s.

co
m

  



o
c

t
 8, 2015   |     t

h
e

 c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 V
o

ic
e

9
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Count on Cox Business—thousands of our 
customers in Kansas already do. 

Ask around and switch today.
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For 6 months with a 2-year agreement*

$85/mo*



Wichita Kicks-Off Campaign 
To Promoted Racial Tolerance

I
n response to 
the murders 
of nine 

people at prayer 
in Charleston, 
SC, one woman’s 
idea of tying 
ribbons around 
trees to express 
her commitment 
to overcome 
hate with love is 
being picked up 
and promoted 
by pastors, civil 
leaders and 
citizens in Wichita.  

The “Beyond Tolerence” Campaign, 
kicked-off this week at Wichita City Hall, has 
a goal of “transforming our community by 
respecting all colors of humanity through 
truth and justice. It wants Wichita to be 
known as a city of peace between all peoples 
and a place where everyone is welcome to 
live together in unity.”

“We can heal the racial divide on our 
watch!” is the campaign motto.

The kickoff for Beyond Tolerance  
included Honorary Campaign Chairman 
Mayor Jeff Longwell and Co-chairmen Bishop 

Wade Moore and Rev. Sam Muyskens, tying 
ribbons around the trees on the grounds of 
City Hall.  

The Unity Ribbons are composed of a 
strand of white, brown and black ribbon.  

Citizens around Wichita can purchase 
bolts of Unity Ribbons for their trees through 
Beyond Tolerance or local area florist.

Through Nov. 2 area churches will 
participate in Pastor-Pulpit exchanges to 
promote understanding and transformation 
on the issues of racism in our community.  
The campaign will conclude on Nov. 22 with 
“Moving Beyond Tolerance,” a community-
wide event at Century 2 at 5 p.m.
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B
utler Community College will 
present will present Westar Energy 
and Sherdeill Breathett, Sr., with 

Excellence in Diversity awards at a breakfast 
ceremony at 7:30 a.m. on Oct. 30 at the 
Abode Venue.

Westar will receive the Corporate Diversity 
Award. This award is given to a business 
that demonstrates  exceptional leadership 
by embracing diversity and inclusion in the 
workplace and through innovative practices 
to foster diversity, inclusion and respect.  

Breathett will receive the Diversity 
Leadership Award. This award honors an 
individual who has made a difference in his 
or her organization and in the community 
by contributing significantly and over a 
sustained period of time to advancing 
diversity, inclusion and respect.

Spirit AeroSystems, Inc. is the presenting 
sponsor of The Excellence in Diversity 
Awards Breakfast. Tickets for the breakfast 

are $45 each and table sponsorships are also 
available.  RSVP by Oct. 23 by calling 316-
218-6355 or emailing advanceks@butlercc.
edu.

Butler Community College established the 
Excellence in Diversity Award in conjunction 
with the Advance Kansas program to honor 
businesses, organizations and individuals 
who demonstrated exceptional leadership in 
valuing diversity in the workplace.

The Advance Kansas program brings 
together leaders from all demographic 
groups and across all sectors of society: 
business, education, religion, government, 
etc., to build leadership skills while also 
examining and pursing solutions to the 
challenges and opportunities most pressing 
in the community. These leaders then take 
the skills they learn back and use them in 
their own organizations as well as in the 
community at large; advancing all types of 
diversity issues.

Westar and Breathett to 
Receive Diversity Awards

A 
new picture-driven book has just been 
released chronicling the history of 
African Americans in Wichita.  The 

125-page book, “Images of America 
African Americans of Wichita,” is 
the work of The Kansas African American 
Museum in conjunctions with a team of 
volunteers and Arcadia Publishing.

The chronologically compiled book, 
begins with the arrival of African 
Americans in Wichita and event their 
involvement with the founding of the City 
in 1870.  From a few, African Americans 
establish and grow a community, begin 
their own commercial establishments 
and churches, fight for their rights, integrate, 
demand full participation and lead.  Along the 
way, they develop and maintain a well-organized 
social and cultural system of their own.  

The four section book takes you along that 
path, mostly in photos with descriptive cutlines. 
The format, a success for Arcadia, is well received 
throughout the country.  

“All over the country Arcadia is doing this,” 
says Mark McCormick, executive director of The 
Kansas African American Museum. “They’ve found 
there is a thirst for this kind of information out 
there.”

The photos come from collections across 
the City, especially those of the Kansas African 
American Museum.  They range from informal 
snapshots to the accomplished work of 
professional photographers including the work 
of Black Wichita photographers L.K and Rosie 
Hughes.  

While some of the stories or photos are of well-
known individuals and events, a large number 
of them are of unknown or little-known stories, 
which illustrates how much of the story remains 
to be told.  

The idea of partnering with Arcadia on the 
book came from Jay Price., a history professor at 
Wichita State University.  He was aware of similar 
books compiled across the country and thought 
Wichita’s African American history needed to be 
told.   To turn the idea into a reality, McCormick 
brought in Dr. Gretchen Eick, a retired Friends 
University Professor, and Robert Weems, PhD, 
also a history professor at WSU.  Both Eick and 
Weems serve on the museum’s board of directors.  

In 

addition, 
two WSU graduate students assisted with 
the project: Abril Marshall Mark Strohminger.

They began by soliciting photos from people in 
the community.  They even made several trips to 
dig through the photo archives of The Community 
Voice.  With more photos than they need, the 
group met on a regular basis to select the photos 
that made it into the book and to compile the 
cutlines and brief section write-ups.  Once they 
were done, they sent the book off to Arcadia for 
compilation and printing.  

The book is available for sale at the museum’s 
gift shop, online and at bookstores.  The cost is 
$21.99

The book authors have a book signing planed 
on Oct. 17 from 2-4 p.m. at the museum, 601 N. 
Water.  

“We feel like all Kansans would have an interest 
in the book,” says McCormick.  “Our state is 
unique in that the African American experience 
is all tied up in who we are as Kansans.  There 
are a lot of people who contributed to the kind 
of history that put Kansas on the map – the first 
lunch coiner sit in, the Double V Campaign --  
that should be of interest to all Kansans, not just 
African Americans.”

New Picture-Driven Book on 
African-Americans in Wichita on Sale
• The book is the work of The 
Kansas African American 
Museum, a team of local writ-
ers, a host of photographers 
throughout Wichita history 
and Argate Publishing.  

Book Signing 
Sat., oct. 17, 2-4 p.m. 
tKAAm, 601 n. Water
the authors will be on hand signing the 
book.  the book cost $21.99.







T
he Community Voice presented their Third 
Annual Corporate Standout Awards and their first 
Corporate Inclusiveness Awards at a reception held 

Thurs., Sept. 24 at The Kansas African American Museum.  
The Corporate Standout Awards recognize and bring 

attention to individuals who are excelling in Corporate 
Kansas.  This year’s 10 honorees were profiled in the 
special 2015 Corporate Standout Section inside the Sept. 
3 Community Voice.  New this year were the Corporate 
Inclusiveness Awards that recognize the firms who employ 
the Corporate Standouts and recognizes their efforts to hire 

and promote diverse individuals within their corporation. 
“ A major objective of the Corporate Standout Program 

has always been to encourage diversity of hiring at higher 
levels in Kansas  Corporations, so the addition of the 
Corporate Inclusiveness Award was a logical next step to 
help further that goal,” said Bonita Gooch, editor-in-chief 
of The Community Voice.  

An electronic edition of the Corporate Standout 2015 
Section can be found online at www.voiceitwichita.com.  
SpiritAerosystems  was the presenting sponsor of the 2015 
Corporate Standout Recognition Program.  
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Urban Professionals Present 
Dream Chasers’ Awards
  

Voice Presents Corporate Standout 
And Corpoate Inclusiveness Awards 

PHOTOS:  
1. Brian Black, Senior Leader of Global Diversity and Corpo-
rate Administration for Spirit AeroSystems, (L) and Bonita 
Gooch, Editor-in-Chief of The Community Voice,(R) present 
awards to Grace Med’s team. Dave Sanford,  Grace Med’s 
CEO, accepts the Corporate Inclusiveness Award and Venus 
Lee, Grace Med Associate Executive Oficer, accepts her 
Corporate Standout Award.  
2. Husband and wife Corporate Standouts, Careem Gladney 
of Cargill Turkey and Cooked Meats and Deborah Gladney 
of Koch Industries, listen attentively during the awards 
program. 
3.  Corporate Standout Lillian Dukes, Vice President of 
Business Operations at Spirit Aerosystems, gives her ac-
ceptance speech.
4.  Melissa Cohlmia, Managing Director of Corporate Com-
munications at Koch Industries, accepts the company’s 
Corporate Inclusiveness Award.

PHOTOS:  
1. Porsha Portugal accepts the 
Female Urban Professional of 
the Year Award 
2. Christina Long, of CML 
Collective and editor of Urban 
Magnate Magazine, with Britten 
Kutkelman.
3. Atty. Robert Moody accepts 
his award as Male Urban Pro-
fessional of the Year 
4 Jaci Kelly and Veronica Kelly 
pose for a picture before the 
party began.  
5.Mik Love, Rolondo Lindsey 
and Bronson Irving came out 
in support of the irst Dream 
Chasers’ Awards.  

W
ichita Urban Professions (ICT-UP) celebrated 
their first and successful year with a quality event 
honoring their core group, the young, diverse and 

taletented in Wichita.  The program, Dream Chasers, was 
held last month at the Abode Venue.  Recognition included:  
Civic Leadership Awards to Brandon Johnson and Angela 
Scoot, Colegiate Impact Awards to Joseph Shepard and Lat.
in.a,  and Entrepreneur Awards to Carlos Fernandez and 
Jondalyn Crosby.  
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Photos by Bonita Gooch

Photos by Bonita Gooch
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Sickle Cell Disease 
By the Numbers

sentencing reform:   
Gaining Bi-partisan Support
After decades of fighting against federal mandatory minimum sentences and tough sentencing 

grids put in place during the height of the crack and drug epidemic of the 80’s, things are 
finally starting to change.  

We can only speculate what’s driving the growing change in attitude.  It may have been the call 
for sentencing reform by then Atty. General Eric Holder, who clearly had the support of the coun-
try’s executive chief officer.   Recently, tough economic times may have been a major influencer as 
governments struggle to make ends meet.  Or maybe the momentum shift gained root when Charles 
Koch jumped on the prison reform band wagon.  Whether it was one or all of these factors, no 
doubt, the pendulum is swinging towards at least some downward reduction in sentencing grids.  
Finally, a small crack in the country’s three decades old “lock –them-up- and-throw-away -the- key” 
attitude.  

Even in Kansas, if you listen carefully, you can hear the squeaking as conservative lawmakers 
begin to unlock their minds to the possibilities of sentencing reform.  During the 2015 Legislative 
session, a bill to reduce the penalty for simple marijuana possession passed one chamber of the 
legislator, and people in the know seem optimistic about the bill’s passage in the 2016 session.  
Earlier this year in a grass-roots initiative, Wichita  citizens voted to heavily reduce the penalty for 
first time arrest for less than a ounce of marijuana, but they were immediately hit with an injunction 
and a lawsuit from the Kansas Atty. General.  While a ruling in that case is expected shortly, there’s a 
lot to write about on the Federal Level.  

Well discuss what’s going on nationally and why so many people feel it’s time for change in a 
series of articles that being below.  

Prison Size and Growth...  since congress 
created mandatory minimum sentences for 
drug crimes in the 1980s, the federal prison 
population has grown from 24,000 prisoners 
to over 214,000 prisoners – the largest prison 
system in the country.  (Federal Bureau of 
Prisons)

The Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act 
Is a Compromise, but a Pretty Good One

Last month, a bipartisan group 
of senators announced the 
Sentencing Reform and Cor-

rections Act of 2015.
The bill clearly represents a 

compromise between criminal 
justice reformers and more 
conservative law-and-order 
legislators, but the aggregate effect 
on the criminal justice system would 
represent a signicant reduction in 
the time non-violent offenders spend 
in jail

Families Against Mandatory 
Minimums President Julie Stewart 
praised the bill, calling it one of “the 
most significant pieces of sentencing 
reform legislation in a generation.” 
The bill was the product of months 
of negotiations and unprecedented 
bipartisan support for mandatory 
minimum sentencing reform. 
introduced by U.S. Senate Judiciary 

Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley 
(R-IA)  including fiveDemocrats and 
three Republicans.   The bill 

“This bill isn’t the full repeal of 
mandatory minimum sentences we 
ultimately need, but it is a substantial 
improvement over the status quo and 
will fix some of the worst injustices 
created by federal mandatory 
sentences,” said Stewart. 

Noting that some of the 
bill’s reforms are to be applied 
retroactively, Stewart said, “This 
bill will save countless families 
unnecessary hardship in the 
future, but just as important, it 
will provide relief to thousands 
of prisoners currently serving 
excessive sentences. Retroactivity 
is the right thing to do morally and 
economically. These reforms will 
help reduce the prison population 
and shift more resources to crime 

prevention and rehabilitation.”
Based on summaries of the bill 

obtained by FAMM, the bill will 
include provisions to:
•Reduce the mandatory life without 
parole sentence for a third drug or 
violent felony offense to a mandatory 
minimum term of 25 years in prison 
(retroactive);
•Reduce the mandatory minimum 
20-year sentence for a second 
drug or violent felony offense to a 
mandatory minimum term of 15 
years in prison (retroactive);
•Narrowly define which prior 
offenses can trigger longer 
mandatory minimum drug 
sentences;
•Make the Fair Sentencing Act 
(FSA) of 2010 retroactive, allowing 
approximately 6,500 crack cocaine

Why Are 6,000 People Being 
Released From Prison?

You may have heard it, the media 
is reporting 6,000 inmates about 
to be released early from prison.  

This is not new news, but depending on 
what side you’re on, it may or may not 
be good news.  

“Six thousand people could be a 
scary thing,” said Mary Price, general 
counsel of Families Against Mandatory 
Minimums, which campaigns for 
sentencing reform. “Or it could be a 
signal that we as a nation are serious 
about rethinking our approach to 
crime and punishment.”

“The Justice Department is set to 
release about 6,000 inmates early from 
prison — the largest ever one-time 
release of federal prisoners — in an 
effort to reduce overcrowding and 
provide relief to drug offenders who 
received harsh sentences over the past 
three decades.”

However, this release was set in 

place a year ago.  It sounded like 
news, and it landed just as Congress 
is inching towards repairing a prison 
system widely deemed broken.The 
release is the handiwork of the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission.  

The agency was created by Congress 
in the 1984 crime control bill to 
“provide certainty and fairness in 
meeting the purposes of sentencing, 
avoiding unwarranted sentencing 
disparities among defendants with 
similar records who have been found 
guilty of similar criminal conduct.”

In April 2014, the commission 
unanimously voted to reduce the 
sentencing guidelines for many federal 
drug offenses. Three months later, 
the group voted unanimously again 
to make the sentencing reduction 
retroactive, meaning that the change

See REFORM, page 13 See 6,000, page 13



 

would also shorten prison stays for 
thousands of inmates who are already 
serving time in federal facilities.

“We were motivated in part by the 
overcrowding in the federal prisons,” 
explained Rachel Barkow, a New 
York University law professor who 
was appointed to the commission two 
years ago. A congressional oversight 
agency has reported that federal 
prisons are more than 30% over 
capacity.”

Congress did not block the 
commission’s decision, and the 
change went into effect nearly a 
year ago on Nov. 1, 2014. But the 
commission told federal Bureau 
of Prisons officials that no inmates 
could be released until late 2015.

“This was a result of over a year’s 
worth of planning,” Barkow said.

How it works:
Let’s say John Doe is one of the 

prisoners to be released later this 
month.

Doe was convicted of a federal 
drug crime several years ago. At the 
time, the federal judge who sentenced 
him probably consulted something 
called theDrug Quantity Table, which 
showed what “offense level” Doe 
deserved based on the type and 

amount of drug involved in his crime. 
The judge then used a separate table, 
called the Sentencing Table, to figure 
out how many years Doe would go to 
prison based on his offense level.

But the Sentencing Commission’s 
new guidelines essentially instructed 
the courts to adjust Doe’s offense 
level downward by two levels, which 
in turn meant that his sentence could 
be reduced, too. For instance, if 
Doe trafficked 80 to <100 grams 
of heroin, he used to be a Level 24 
offender, and he was sentenced to 
prison for 51 to 63 months. When the 
guidelines changed, he was adjusted 
downward two levels to a Level 22 
offender, and he was now eligible for 
a new sentence of 41 to 51 months.

Ever since last November, all 
federal prisoners such as Doe 
who were sentenced under the old 
guidelines have been eligible to apply 
for this reduction. As the applications 
have poured in, the courts have 
been granting about 70 sentence 
reductions a week.

Because of all these reductions, 
6,000 prisoners will be released later 
this month. Another 8,550 may be 
released by November of next year — 
and an eventual total of 46,000.

How it doesn’t work:
The change in federal sentencing 

guidelines applies to a limited group 
of people. It does not provide relief 

to the roughly 208,000 people held 
in state prisons for drug convictions, 
which constitutes the majority of 
people serving time for such crimes 
in the United States.

It’s also separate from President 
Barack Obama’s efforts to grant 
clemency to certain nonviolent drug 
offenders, which resulted in the 
early release of 46 nonviolent drug 
offendersthis summer, bringing the 
total number of prisoners granted 
clemency by President Obama to 89.

And finally, those sentenced under 
federal mandatory minimums are also 
restricted in the sentence reduction 
they could receive. “There are very 
few ways a prisoner can get out 
from under a mandatory minimum,” 
said Mary Price of Families Against 
Mandatory Minimums. For example, a 
conviction for possessing 500 grams 
of cocaine triggers a 5-year minimum 
sentence, but other circumstances, 
such as possession of a gun, could 
garner additional prison time under 
the old sentencing guidelines. Any 
sentence reduction someone in that 
situation would be eligible to receive 
could not dip below 5 years total, 
since that’s the floor of the mandatory 
minimum. 

Since mandatory minimums are 
statutory, only Congress can reduce 
them—and lawmakers are currently 
considering a bill to do just that.

6,000,  
from page 12

oct 8, 2015    |     the community Voice
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Justice Elena Kagan has recused 
herself because she was involved in 
the case during her previous service 
as solicitor general. The real question 
is whether Kennedy will join the four 
other Republican appointees in setting 
such a high bar for affirmative action 
that many public colleges will aban-
don the preferences and admissions 
practices they use to achieve racial 
and ethnic diversity.

The meaning of "one person, 

one vote’
A Texas case has the potential to 

deal a blow to Latino political clout, 
tilting the balance of power away from 
urban areas and towards suburban 
and rural areas with more white 
voters. Evenwel v. Abbott presents the 
question of whether state legislative 

districts can be apportioned using a 
count of eligible voters rather than a 
count of all people.

If immigrants (both illegal and le-
gal) as well as children can be left out 
of the count, “the rural areas where 
voters tend to have fewer non-citizens 
or where there are fewer young 
people concentrated would necessar-
ily gain,” said New York University Law 
Professor Rick Pildes. “It’s a reason-
able inference if the urban areas are 
more Democratic leaning that they 
would lose power to more Republican 
rural areas.”

Congressional redistricting 
shouldn’t be directly affected by 
the case, Pildes said, because the 
Constitution says the U.S. census used 
for that reapportionment should be 
based on each state's population. But 
others say the ruling could spill over 
into Congressional redistricting down 
the line.

COURT,  
from page 4

A group of predominantly Afri-
can American women kicked 
off the Napa Wine Train in 

late August -- allegedly for being too 
loud -- filed an $11-million racial 
discrimination lawsuit last week.

They said their reputations were 
tarnished and that some of them even 
lost their jobs after the incident.

The women, members of the 
Sistahs on the Reading Edge book 
club, said at a news conference that 
they received nasty comments from 
strangers, and that two of the women 
were fired from their jobs after the 
incident.

“That was the most humiliating ex-
perience I ever had in my entire life,” 
club member Lisa Renee Johnson 
said.  “This is 2015, this can’t be hap-
pening. It just can’t happen again.”

The move comes despite an 

apology from 
the company's 
chief execu-
tive, a promise 
of enhanced 
sensitivity train-
ing for workers 
and an offer to 
the women of a 
ride in a private 
car that could 
accommodate 
nearly 40 people. 

The women said the apology they 
got was insufficient, likely spurred 
only by concerns about bad publicity. 

Soon after the incident, the 
wine train posted a statement on 
Facebook asserting that the women 
had become unruly once the conflict 
escalated.

Napa Valley Wine Train: Who's 

being intolerant?
“Following verbal and physi-

cal abuse toward other guests and 
staff, it was necessary to get our 
police involved,” the statement read. 
“Many groups come on board and 
celebrate. When those celebrations 
impact our guests, we do intervene.”

The women said that initial state-
ment caused irreparable harm.

Women Kicked off Napa Wine Train To Sue For Discrimination



 

offenders sentenced before August 
3, 2010, to seek sentences in line 
with that law’s reforms to the 100-
to-one disparity between crack and 
powder cocaine mandatory minimum 
sentences;
•Significantly expand the drug “safety 
valve” exception so that nonviolent drug 
offenders with non-serious criminal 
histories can receive sentences below 
the mandatory minimum term (not 
retroactive);

•Allow some categories of federal 
prisoners to earn time credits for 
completing 
rehabilitative 
programs and 
“cash in” those 
time credits at 
the end of their 
sentences for 
a transfer to a 
different type 
of supervision, 
such as a halfway 
house; and

•Create new 
mandatory 
minimum 
sentences of 10 
years for interstate 
domestic violence 

resulting in a death and five years for 
providing certain weapons or aid to 
terrorists.

Prior to the introduction of this  
compromise bill, Congress was 
considering the far more extensive 
Safe, Accountable, Fair, and Effective 
(SAFE) Justice Act (H.R. 2944) as a 
comprehensive effort to reform the 
federal criminal sentencing and prison 
systems. The SAFE Justice Act is pending 
in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
has 46 bipartisan cosponsors, and 
would dramatically reduce the prison 
population and its costs by limiting 
mandatory minimum drug sentences to 
the kingpins and high-level suppliers 
Congress intended to receive them. 

REFORM,  
from page 12

Federal Sentencing Guidelines Apply 
to a Limited Group of People 

U.s. prison population 

state inmates 

Federal inmates 
277,000

30,000
215,000

1.36 million  

76 90 00 13
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Old School Car Club Gives Back With Picnic  

PhoToS:  
1. Former Lt. Governor Candidate Jill Docking showed support 
for the organization and the honorees.  
2. members of Black Women empowered in Wichita, the honor-
ees and/or their family representative(s) posed for a photo after 
the reception.  

PhoToS:  
1. Congressman Pompeo and the urban Prep students gathered for a 
group photo after his presentation. 
2. upper class girls show appreciation through their applause 
3. The bright and inquisitive students had lots of questions for the 
Congressman.  

J
ust to give back, the members of the Old School Car 
Club held a community picnic for the residents of the 
area around the old Dunbar School and New Hope 

Baptist Church.  Before the event, held in September, 
the group walked the community to personally invite the 
residents out.  They were pleased with the turn out. 

The residents enjoyed hot dogs and hamburgers off the 
grill, chips and a drink and had an opportunity to check 
out the club member’s old school toys.  

T
he  recognition continued for the 11 women 
recognized as Empowered Black Women in Wichita in 
a special July 2015 section of The Community Voice.  

The women were further recognized at a reception held in 
their honor on Fri., Sept 18.  At the reception held at the 
Madison Avenue Apartment Club House, the honorees were 
each presented gifts and a light buffet was served for all who 
attended.  The Empowered Black Women Section is a joint 
project of The Community Voice and the non-profit, Black 
Women Empowered in Wichita, Inc. 

C
ongressman Mike Pompeo was the guest speaker at the Urban 
Preparatory academy earlier this school year.  Among his 
recommendations for the students were:  Attitude matters and 

develop a habit of telling the truth.  
The children had lots of questions for the Congressman, including 

“Have your read the Bible,” and “what’s the best part of being a 
Congressman?”  According to Pompeo, the best part of being a 
Congressman were days like that one, where he’s out of the office, 
meeting his constituents.  

Urban Prep is an independent private school, located in Northeast 
Wichita.  In its second year, the school tripled its enrollment to 39. 
The academics cover grades K-5.

Black Women Empowered Honorees Treated to Reception 

Congressman Pompeo Addresses Urban Prep Students  

Photos by Bonita Gooch

Photos by Bonita Gooch

Photos by Bonita Gooch
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PhoToS:  
1. members of the old School Car Club gathered for a photo 
at their picnic held for residents in the old Dunbar School 
area.  
2.  Community members enjoyed hot dogs, hamburgers, 
chips and sodas, then checked out the old School Cars that 
were on display. 
3. Tommy mayes of the underground Cafe, his personal 
program to feed the hungry, helped the club out by manning 
the grill.  







W
atermark Books & Cafe has two nation-
ally acclaimed authors lined-up to meet 
the community:  Leonard Pitts, Jr. on 

Sat., Oct. 17, 4 p.m. and Jacqueline Woodson on 
Wed., Oct. 21, 6 p.m.  Pitts, a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ner, is a nationally syndicated columnist featured 
on Mondays in the Wichita Eagle.  

Pitts will be promoting his latest 
book Grant Park.  Historical fic-
tion, the story follows two veteran 
journalists during Martin Luther 
King’s final days in Memphis and 
the 2008 presidential election.  
The plot hinges on the kidnapping 
of the superstar Black journalist 
by a pair of unlikely – yet danger-
ous – White supremacist who are 
plotting to bomb Barack Obama’s 
2008 victory speech in Chicago’s 
Grant Park. 

Pitts found breakthrough com-

mercial success and wide critical acclaim with 
his 2012 novel Freeman.

National Book Award Winner "Jacqueline 
Woodson, will read from and talk about her 
most recent book, Brown Girl Dreaming, 
which won the National Book Award for Young 
People's Literature in 2014; the book also won 

the Newberry Honor. Woodson is 
known for her poetry, as well as 

her young adult fiction. 
In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to 

grow up as an African American in the 1960s 
and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow 
and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights 
movement. 

Praise for 
Jacqueline 
Woodson: Ms. 

Woodson writes with a sure understanding of 
the thoughts of young people, offering a poetic, 
eloquent narrative that is not simply a story . . 
. but a mature exploration of grown-up issues 
and self-discovery. "The New York Times Book 
Review.

Watermark Books is located at 4701 E. 
Douglas, on the southwest corner of Douglas 
and Oliver. 

W
hen one of your keynote speakers is 
from the National NAACP and the other 
is from Koch Industries the audience 

is probably expecting a 
debate.  However, when 
both of the speakers are 
on the same side of an 
issues, and that issue is 
the need for criminal 
justice reform; it’s time to 
take note.  

Well take note and 
attend the 96th Annual 
Freedom Fund Awards 
Banquet on Sat., Oct. 
17, where the keynote 
speakers will be :  Carl-
ton Mayers II, Esq., the 
Criminal Justice Program 
Manager for the National 
NAACP and co-author 
of “Born Suspect,” 

and Mark Holden, General Counsel for Koch 
Industries. The two will speak in support of the 

dinner’s theme, “Pursuing Liberty in the Face of 
Injustice.”

The dinner will be held at the Wichita Marriott 
and the evening begins with a reception at 6 
p.m.  

The list of honorees for this year’s dinner 
includes: 
V. Kaye Monk Morgan, the HN Sims Excel-
lence in Education Award ,
Min. Sherdeill Breathett, Clergy of the Year, 
Dawson Grimsley, Janett Jackson Community 
Service Award, 
Dave Unruh, Theo Cribbs Political Action 
Award, 
Marquis Murphy, Ron Walters Leadership 
Award, 
Gwynne Birzer, Chester I Lewis Distinguished 
Service, 
Boys and Girls Club. Community/Neighbor-
hood/Civic Association, and 
Spirit AeroSystems, Business of the Year.

Legacy Awards will be presented to: Cleo 
Littleton, Minnie Brown and Clarence 
Wesley.

T
he NAACP Kansas State 
Conference will be in 
Wichita, Oct. 16-17 and 

is perfectly timed to conclude 
with the Wichita Branch’s 
Annual Freedom Fund Banquet 
on Saturday evening at the 
Wichita Marriot.  

Convention activities will be 
held at the Urban Preparatory 
Academy, 2821 E. 24th St. N. 
with sessions kicking off on 
Friday from 11:30 a.m. - 4 
p.m.  Workshop sessions on 
Saturday are from 8 a.m. – 4 
p.m.    Attendance at all work-
shops is free.  

Friday evening, there will 
be a Soul Food dinner at 6:30 
p.m.  Tickets to the dinner are 
$15.  Lunch on Saturday is 
$10.  An RSVP by Oct. 12 is re-
quired for both meals.   RSVP 
to mzemg@sbcglobal.net.  

  

O
c

t
 8, 2015   |     t

h
e

 c
O

m
m

u
n

it
y

 V
O

ic
e



c
a

l
e

n
d

a
r

 

15





NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner Speakers 
To Focus on Criminal Justice Reform

State NAACP Convention 
In Wichita Sept. 16 and 17
•Convention will coincide with Wichita Branch NAACP Dinner.  

NAACP Kansas State 
Convention Schedule
Fri., Oct. 16, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

national Kidney Foundation -  James McConnell

american civil liberties Union's Voting rights Project - 

Sean J. Young, Esq. ACLU National Staff

naacP Political action in Kansas - Dr. Glenda Overstreet

 

Sat., Oct. 17, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Welcome Home” reaching Out to returning Offenders

Pastor Roosevelt DeShazer Sr., Progressive MBC

 “Born Suspect” Fight to End Racial Proiling
Carlton Mayer, II, Esq. Program specialist, 

National NAACP Criminal Justice Division

addressing economic Inequality

Charles Lowery, Jr. 

Senior Director of Economic Programs, National NAACP

The community and Policing, How We Work Together

Former Wichita Police Chief Norman Williams 

Mayers 

Holden

•Two speakers make strange partners for justice reform.

National Award Winning Authors To Sign Books at Watermark

Photos:  national award 
Winning authors leonard 
Pitts, Jr. and Jacqueline 
Woodson will read excerpts 
from and autograph their 
books at Watermark Books 
at douglas and Oliver.  
Pitts’ book is historical ic-
tion and Woodson’s book 
is young adult iction.  

ALSO AT WATERMARK...  Wichita authors Gretchen Eick and Alveno McPhaul will be featured at the Fall Local Literacy 
Festival at Watermark books on Sat., Oct. 10 from 2-4 p.m.  Eick is promoting her new novel Maybe Crossing, and McPhaul is promoting 
his memoir, Was Blind and Still Cannot See: A True Test of Resilience. 



The Age of Love
Thurs., 10/15, 4:30 p.m. , $5
Orpheum Theater, 79 minutes   

The announcement of a first-of-its-kind Speed 
Dating event exclusively for 70- to 90-year-olds 
spurs a diverse group of seniors to take stock of 
aging bodies and still-hopeful hearts. Over one 
summer, the movie intimately follow as ten speed 
daters -- recently widowed, long-divorced or 
never-married -- prepare for the big day, endure 
a rush of encounters then anxiously receive their 
results. 

T-Rex
Fri., 10/16, 10:15 a.m., $5 
Orpheum Theater, 91 min.  

“T-Rex” is an intimate coming-of-age story 

about a new kind of American heroine. For the 
first time ever, women’s boxing is included in the 
2012 Olympics. Fighting for gold from the U.S. 
is Claressa “T-Rex” Shields, just 17 years old. 
From the hard knock streets of Flint, Michigan, 
Claressa is undefeated and protects her family at 
any cost, even when their instability and addic-
tions threaten to derail her dream. 

Somewhere in the Middle
Fri., 10/16, 2:45 p.m., $5 
Scottish Rite Center 

Four lovers collide into each other’s lives as 
one marriage morphs into several intertwining 
affairs. Somewhere in the Middle  was born out 
of a yearlong improvisational process in which 
the actors and director mutually crafted an 
ensemble drama. Structured like a jigsaw puzzle, 
no character fully grasps their current dilemma 
as interwoven stories are retold from varying 
viewpoints.

They Look Like People
Sat., 10/17, 2 p.m., Scottish Rite Center 
& Sun., 10/18, 3 p.m., Orpheum 
Suspecting that those around him are actually 
malevolent shape-shifters, a troubled man ques-
tions whether to protect his only friend from an 
impending war, or from himself. A genre-bend-
ing story of love, loyalty, and living nightmares. 

Mavis
Sat., 10/17, 2 p.m. 
Roxy’s Downtown, 80 min. 

Mavis! is the first feature-length documentary 

on gospel/soul music legend and civil rights icon 
Mavis Staples and her family group, the Staple 
Singers. 

Love Between the Covers 
Sat., 10/17, 2:45 p.m. 
Orpheum, 95 min. 

Love stories are universal. Love stories are 
powerful. And so are the women who write 
them. Love Between the Covers is the fascinating 
story of six very different authors who invite us 
into this vast female community, running a pow-
erhouse industry.  We enter one of the few places 
where women are always center stage, where 
female characters always win, where justice 
prevails in every book, and the broad spectrum 
of desires of women from all backgrounds are 
not feared, but explored unapologetically.

Guidance 
Sat., 10/17, 4 p.m. 
Roxy’s Downtown, 81 min.  

David Gore, 36, a pathologically immature 
former child actor, has never been able to get 
over high school. Desperate for money, he fakes 
his resume, and gets a job as a high school guid-
ance counselor. The students of Grusin High love 
him - it might be because he drinks and smokes 
with them. When he meets Jabrielle, a teenaged 
outcast who's just as screwed up as he is, he 
might learn sometimes you can go too far.

A Light Beneath Their Feet
Sat., 10/17, 8 p.m., Gala $25 
Scottish Rites Center, 90 min. 

In this character-driven coming of age story, 
high school senior Beth struggles to decide 

whether to stay local for college where she can 
continue to be the stabilizing force in her bipolar 
mother’s life, or go to her dream college across 
the country. She vents her inner turmoil on 
her father who, unable to endure the mother’s 
mental illness, has moved on and begun a new 
family. Beth seeks distraction from her problems 
in a new boyfriend whose troubled past allows 
him to empathize with her situation. The family’s 
secrets are exposed when a jealous classmate 
seeks to reclaim the boyfriend’s affections.

Waffle Street
Sun., 10/18, 6:30 p.m., $25 Gala
Orpheum, 86 min.  

Waffle Street's riches-to-rags tale chronicles 
the financier's foray into the food industry. 
After being laid off at the hedge fund where he 
worked, and further jaded by his culpability in 
the crisis, Adams chose to work at a popular 
24-hour diner. Offering a fresh take on the 
fallout of corporate greed, Adams' is a tale of the 
redemption and unlikely friendship found under 
the tutelage of Danny Glover's character Edward, 
the best short-order cook in town.

Tallgrass: World Premieres and Great Independent Films16
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•If you still haven’t checked out the Tallgrass Film Festival, 
this should be your year.

N
ow in its 13th year, the Tallgrass Film Festival features quality independent films that often fly 
under-the-radar.  In a town that lacks a theater that regularly features independent and artsy 
productions, this is about as good as it gets.  You can binge on great theater with a selection of 

approximately 200 independent films (about 50 feature length and 150 shorts) available for viewing 
between Wed., Oct. 14 and Sun., Oct. 18.  

Whatever your taste, you’re sure to find something that matches it at the Tallgrass Film Festival.  The 
matinee tickets are just $5 and regular features , evenings and weekends, are just $10 each and $8 for 
students and seniors.  The weekend, full of independent film directors of actors, also has numerous 
social opportunities to meet and greet, including gala night movie showings packaged with an after 
party.  Typical tickets to the movie and galas are just $25.  A Saturday binge pass is $50 and VIP all 
weekend pass is $200.  All of the movies show in or around downtown Wichita.  

A complete guide to the festival can be found online, and you can also buy tickets online, at http://
stubbornlyindependent.com/home.  

Community Voice Tallgrass Must See 
double digits 
Thur., Oct. 15, 6:45 p.m. 
Scottish rite center, 76 min.  

A Tallgrass movie with a Wichita 
connection.  Deep in the recesses of 
YouTube there is an ingenious artist 
who cannot be stopped. Despite hav-
ing almost no audience, he consistent-
ly churns out 3-4 original feature-length 
ilms a year. He’s made action movies, 
horror movies, westerns and more. 
He’s not rich, he has no crew, no 
formal training and aside from his ac-
tion igures, plays virtually every part. 
Welcome to the inspiring, imaginative, 
and often handmade world of Ultra-DIY 
ilmmaker Richard ‘R.G.’ Miller, a 50 
year-old man who creates impossible 
blockbusters from his tiny studio apart-
ment in Wichita, Kansas.

Double Digits will be followed by the World Premiere of 
The Shadow People, a Richard Miller movie commis-
sioned specially for the Tallgrass Film Festival.  This 

movie short runs 14 minutes.  

Community Voice Tallgrass Picks
Here are our picks.  They’re all over the board, a little something for everyone, but 

with a special eye towards our readers.  Tickets for our selections are $10 for adults 
and $8 for seniors and students, unless specified.
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WICHITA  CALENDAR 

Oct 10  Justice For All/Million Man March 
Wichita Watch Party  Can’t make it to the march, get the 
same feeling at a gathering of other like-minded people 
who support the cause.  At Fairmount Park Community 
Center, 1657 N. Yale.  Indoor and outdoor viewing.  For 
outdoor viewing, bring your lawn chairs or blankets.  This 
event is free and lunch will be provided with an RSVP.  
Doors open at 8:45 a.m.  To RSVP for lunch call Tye @ 
655-3712. This is a FREE event. 

10  Job Fair for the Employment Challenged  If 
things in your past are hampering your job search, 
this is the job fair for you.  From 10 a.m. – 2p.m. at 
Saint Mark UMC S.E. Campus, 856 S. Green.  Plus, get 
connected with resources to enhance your employment 
opportunities. Sponsored by Saint Mark Prison Ministry 
Group, First UMC Prison Ministry, Union Rescue Mission, 
Wichita Workforce Center, Working Men of Christ will be 
specifically organized to assist those with employment 
challenges. 

10   Fall Local Literacy Festival   Local authors 
Gretchen Eick and Alveno McPhaul  re among the 
featured authors at this event from 2-4 p.m. at Water-
mark Books, Douglas and Oliver, from 2-4 p.m.  Eick is 
promoting her new fiction book “Maybe Crossing” and 
McPhaul is promoting his memoir “I Was Blind and Still 
Cannot See: A true Test of Resilience.”  

11 Stop Violence Against Women March & Rally   
Food trucks, live music, speakers and a Zumba warm-
up proceed the March that begins at Exploration Place 
Festival Plaza and walks through downtown.  1 p.m. rally 
start.  Sponsored by ICT ACTS, a coalitions of individu-
als, businesses, and organizations committed to raising 
awareness about violence against women.  

14-18 The 13th Annual Tallgrass Film Festival 
takes place in and around downtown Wichita.  For our 
picks and more details, see page 16.

15  Double Digits:  The Story of a Neighborhood 
Movie Star  A special showing at the Tallgrass Film 
Festival with a Wichita and N.E. community connection.    
See page 16.
  
16-17  NAACP State Conference  Two-days of 
workshops for individuals interested in winning the fight 
for justice.  Fri., Oct. 17, 1-4 p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. A $15 Soul Food Dinner will be held on Friday, 
6:30 p.m.  Dinner tickets are $15.  RSVP for dinner by 
Oct., 12.  All Conference events will be held at the Urban 
Preparatory Academy, 2821 E. 24th St., N.  More confer-
ence details Page 15.

17 Sharefest    A chance for local organizations, 
projects and groups dedicated to resource sharing to 
showcase their work and recruit volunteers.  Want to get 

the would out about your small or developing business.  If 
you would like to present a mini workshop, let us know.  
The  theme for this year’s Harvest/Sharefest is: The Social 
Determinants of Health: Building a Healthier Community 
via the Sharing Economy.   The event is free Co-sponsored 
by the Wichita/Sedgwick County African American Council 
of Elders, via Our Village Circle of Sharing and many 
village partners and open to the public. IF you would like 
to share, contact elder Wakeelah Martinez at aaelders@
wichita.gmail.com.

17 NAACP 96th Freedom Fund Awards Banquet at 
the Wichita Marriott.  The evening begins with a reception 
at 6 p.m. Tickets are $65 each.  More details on page 15. 

17  Leonard Pitts, Jr. Book signing and talk   
Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Leonard Pitts, Jr. will 
appear at Watermark books for a talk and signing of his 
latest book “Grant Park, “ at 4 p.m.  Watermark Books is 
located at Oliver and Douglas.  For more details about the 
book see page 15.

21  Jacqueline Woodson Book Signing   National 
Book Award Winner Jacqueline Woodson will be at 
Watermark Books for a reading from her newest book 
“Brown Girl Dreaming” followed by a book signing.  This 
free event begins at 6 p.m.  For more details, see story 
page  15.

NOv 2  Read and Rise Breakfast Gala  This 
event includes awarding of the Literacy Champion and 
Literacy Legacy Awards, in recognition of individuals and 
organization that make significant contributions towards 
improving the lives of Kansas children through literacy.  
Event begins at 7:30 a.m. at Exploration Place, 300 N. 
McLean Blvd.  Tickets are $50/person.  Sponsored by Sto-
rytime Village.  Mail checks to P.O. Box 21104, Wichita, 
KS  67208 or call 350-4511.

7 Fashionetta 2015  Presentation of high school senior 
women to the Wichita Community.  Scholarship pageant 
with presentation program.  Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $8 for children.  At Century II. More details in our 
next issue.  

12 Education, Inc.  Viewing of the hour-long 
documentary on concerns and issues with privatizing 
schools.  The movie will be followed by a panel discus-
sion.  Sponsored by Women for Kansas-Wichita and the 
League of Women Voters Wichita-Metro.  Begins at 6 p.m. 
at College Hill United Methodist Church, 2930 E. 1st St. N.  
This event is free. 

21 SAVE THE DATE  Kansas Black Leadership Council 
Convention.  A gathering of African-American leaders, ac-
tivists and concerned citizens to adopt a political platform 
to advance to the 2016 Kansas Legislature. In Topeka, 
9:30 a.m. - to 2 p.m.  BE THERE AND BE HEARD.  More  
details in our next issue.    



1817 N. Volutsia - 

Wichita, KS 67214

Church Office: 
(316) 681-3954

“The Church 

Without Walls” 

Lincoln E. Montgomery, Senior Pastor
Annie K. Montgomery, First Lady

HOMECOMING 2015
TABERNACLE BIBLE CHURCH

Sat., Oct. 17 • 7pm. 

“Victorious Praise” 
An original play written by 

Elder Damon & Brenda Bradley 

Sun., Oct. 18 • 10:30am 
Dr. Major Lewis Jemison 
Guest Speaker 

St. John Baptist Church, OKC
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Ask about our affordable burial packages  

316-201-1660 

615 W. Maple 
(Maple and Sycamore) 

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

Warm, 
Compassionate, 
and Professional Services

Affordable Funeral & Cremation Options 

Pre-Need Insurance 

Private Viewing Rooms 

Dove Releases 

Horse and Carriage Hearse 

  

Same Faces. New Location

Funerals • Cremations

Churches who advertise are delivered free copies of The Voice    



Sat., Oct. 24  • 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.Century II Center • Wichita • Tickets $15

BE SET FREE
Come and expect to be set free 
from whatever has you bound!

Sat., Oct. 24  • 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Century II Center • Wichita • Tickets $15
Greater Deliverance Ministries 

Rev. Debbie Garrett, presiding

SUBSTANCE ABUSE • BEHAVIORAL ISSUES  •  BAD RELATIONSHIPS 

Tickets available @ http://www.greaterdeliverance.net/events.html
For more info contact GDM @ (316) 308-5689. Ask for ticket information!

Blake, Mrs. Lester “Fran”, 86, died 
9/25/15.  She was a para professional, 
Special Education USD 259. Service 
was held 10/5/15 at Saint Mark United 
Methodist Church.  She is survived by: son; 
Wayne Delano Blake, sister; Helois Johnson 
and brother; Vincent Knight.

Buchanan, Patricia Marie, 78, died 
10/1/15.  She was a retired registrar USD 
259.  Service will be held 10/10/15,Noon, 
at St Paul AME Church.  She is survived 
by: daughters; Vicki Buchanan, Alicia 
Buchanan-Wimbley, sons; Gregory 
Buchanan and James "Alan" Buchanan.

Hardyway, Elmer, died 9/5/15.  He was 
self-employed lawn care.  A memorial 
service will be held 10/9/15, 6 p.m. at 
Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  He is survived 
by: brothers; Robert Hardyway, Printes 
Hardyway, Charles Hardyway, Ellis 
Hardyway, sisters; Mavies Cooper and Virgie 
Lobster.

Issac, Marie, 93, died 9/24/15.  She was a 
retired 259 School employee.  Service was 
held 10/3/15 at St. Paul AME Church.  She 
is survived by:  daughter; Barbara M. Nero, 
and son; Mathew Issac Jr. 

Mayo, Leola A., 92, died 9/26/15.  She 
was a retired fabricator at Pizza Hut Corp. 
Service was held 10/7/15 at Jackson 
Mortuary Chapel.  She is survived by: 
daughters; Caroline K. Mays, Rebecca L. 
Sullivan, son; Stuart W. Sweeney and sister; 
Euwela Cornelius.

Riley Sr., Tyrone Dominick, 48, 
died 9/29/15.  He was a City of Wichita 
equipment operator III.  Service will be 
held 10/10/15, 2p.m. at Church of the 
Living God.  He is survived by: spouse; 
Leta Reachelle Johnson - Riley, daughters; 
Trinity T.L.D Riley, Shanerika L.M. Williams, 
sons; Tyrone D. Riley Jr., Jame D. Williams, 
Brandon A. Williams, Talven Edwards, 
Christopher D. Edwards, mother; Carol 
Childers, sister; Victoria Elane Warren, 
brothers; Maurice Riley, Jason Adams and  
Adrian Wiseman.

Smallwood, Rosa Lee, 86, died 09/23/15.  
She was a retired Wesley Medical Hospital 
employee.  Service was held 10/2/15 at New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church.  She is survived 
by: son; Stephen Smallwood, daughters; 
Karon Howard, Sharon White, Doris 
Metcalf, and Elizabeth Smallwood.  

Toney, Sharon F., 69, died 10/4/15.  She 
was a housekeeper.  Service will be held 
10/14/15, 11 a.m., at Mizpah Baptist 
Church.  She is survived by: daughter, Shara 
Drummer, brothers; Isaac Toney, Donald 
Toney and Terry Toney. 

Usher, Altheria, 88, died 10/2/15.  She 
was a Pearce Dental Lab technician.  Service 
will be held 10/10/15, 10 a.m. at Calvary 
Baptist Church.  She is survived by: son; 
Aaron Usher, David Usher, daughter; Carmen 
Rogers, brother; Leonard Goodall and 
Richard Goodall.

Boyd, James Ronald, 75, passed 9/30/15.  
Service was held 10/3/15 at 2nd Missionary 
Baptist Church. He is survived by: wife; 
Linda Boyd, sons; Colby Boyd, Ronald Boyd, 
daughter; Tiara Boyd, Randa Hill, Debbie 
Boyd, Rachel Austin,  Tracy Harris, brothers; 
Michael Glenn, Randy Boyd, Tyrone Boyd, 
James Boyd, sisters; Norma Hill, Kimberly 
Bobbs, Elaine Hall.

Carman, Ella Grace, newborn, passed 
9/28/15.  A private service is pending.

Hughes, Carol D., 60, passed 9/23/15.  
Service was held 10/3/15 at Greater St. 
Mary’s Baptist Church.

Pham, Angelina Star, newborn, passed 
9/26/15.  Service was held 10/2/15 at 
Resurrection Cemetery.

Profit, Alva Jean, 65, passed 9/21/15.  
Service was held 9/25/15 at Unity Temple 
Church of God in Christ. 

Sandoval, Alicia Lucrecia, 22, passed 
9/28/15.  Service was held 10/5/15 at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral.

Thomas, Betty, 61, passed 10/1/15.  
Service was held 10/7/15 at Shiloh Baptist 
Church.  

Thompson, TaMeka, 43, passed 
9/23/15.  Service was held 10/1/15 at First 
Metropolitan Communication Church.

Woods, Joel Ray, 54, passed 9/21/15.  
Service was held 9/26/15 at St. James 
Missionary Baptist Church. He is survived 
by: wife; Vicky Woods, daughters; Brianna 
Woods, Alecia Woods, sisters; Sabrina Henry, 
Twyla Anderson, Sherry Parker, brothers; 
Derrick Woods, and Donelle Woods

  

Patterson, Arnold, 80, passed 9/28/15.  
Service was held 10/3/15 at Biglow 
Funeral Home Chapel.  He is survived by: 
wife; Barbara Patterson, children: Annette 
Johnson, Arnold Patterson, Anthone Terri 
Patterson, Randy and Rodney, Shawn and 
Jennifer Patterson, Tracey Patterson and 
Zachary Patterson,  step children; Toni 
Rekin, Thomas Annett, Terry and Trudy 
Annette, sisters; Shirley Patterson, Arlena 
and Donnie Jackson, Pearlie Daniels; 
Delois and Carolyn Patterson 

Stanford, Vickie Lee, 58, passed 
9/21/15.  Service was held 9/25/15 at New 
Beginnings Seventh Day Adventist Church,  
She is survived by:  daughter, Valerie 
Stanford, sons; Corrie Stanford, Kanealies 
Stanford, Cordell Stanford, Cortez 
Stanford, brothers; Anthony Stanford, 
Dewaun Stanford and sisters; Bonnie 
Crowder and Valarie Stanford.

Barker Jr., Keyton Earnest, 87, passed 
9/26/15. Service was held 10/3/15 at 
Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel.

Amado, Anthony Stanley, 80, passed 
9/14/15.  Service was held 9/25/15 at New 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church.

Miller, Talayah Corrine, 90, passed 
9/19/15.  Service was held 9/24/15 at 
Mount Hope Cemetery.

White, Courtney M. “Chico”, 61, 
passed 9/15/15.  Service was held 9/26/15 
at Bowser-Johnson Funeral Chapel.

Davis Sr., Auguster, 94, passed 9/30/15.  
Service was held 10/8/15, 10:00 a.m. at 
Xavier Catholic Church and burial at Fort 
Riley Cemetery with full military honors.
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RJ Bethea Funeral 
Wichita

Biglow  Funeral 
Wichita

Jackson Mortuary

Wichita

Peaceful Rest
Topeka

Bowser-Johnson
Topeka

Cliff Cross 
call 721-4200

For the lowest cost 

Whole Life 
Final Expense 

“Burial Policy” 
Issue Ages 0-89

Face $1,000 - $35,000
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Penwell-Gabel
Junction City 

S
outhwestern District Association of Baptist churches invites 
everyone to attend their 1st Annual Fashion Show featuring 
First Ladies, 

Ministers Wives and 
Minister’s Widows 
throughout the city 
and surrounding 
area.  The fashion 
show will be held on 
Sat.,Oct. 17, 3 p.m. at  
Bethany Missionary 
Baptist Church, 2340 
N. Burns in Wichita. 
Donation is $10 per person.  Light refreshments will be served.

If you’re interested in being a model or need additional 
information, call Frankie Kirkendoll at (316) 978-3540.  

First Annual Minister’s Wives and 
Minister’s Widows Fashion Show



Send 
uS newS 
from 
acroSS 
the State.  





T
he Rembering Ros Project aims to 
provide Topekans with an opportunity to 
engage with each other to foster mutual 

understanding, racial healing and reconciliation. 
At a moment when the country is grappling 

with issues of racial dynamics, several Topeka 
area groups have organized a program around 
the 60th Anniversary of Rosa Parks simple act 
of resistance.   It is an exciting story of how the 
acts of a few have changed and are changing 
the social course of our nation and the project’s 
goal is to foster similar positive change in 
Topeka.  

Although a number of organizations are 
involved, the project is spearheaded by the City 
of Topeka, the Topeka Metro, Topeka Public 
Schools and the Brown Vs Board of Education 
Museum.  

A kick-off event included a march with about 
300 4th and 5th graders from Williams Magnet 
School.  The students walked  from their school 
at 1515 S.E. Monroe to the BWB museum 
and joined Mayor Larry Wolgast who read a 
Remember Rosa proclamation and announced 
details of the citywide Unity Walk and Cultural 
Festival held Oct. 2.  

The Oct. 2 Unity Walk attracted more than 

600 participants who walked from the Great 
Overland Station, to the Curtis Fly Over and 
across the Kansas Ave. Bridge to the North 
Topeka Arts District.  At the walk end, there 
were readings, proclamations and speeches by 
a diverse group 
of community 
and faith-based 
dignitaries.  It 
was Final Friday, 
and march 
participants were 
encouraged to 
visit the Arts 
District vendors.  

A Remember 
Rosa Mobile 
Museum is an 
integral part the 
yearlong project.  
The Topeka 
Metro Bus will be 
in public service 
for a full year 
and will travel 
to local schools 
with Brown Vs 

Board Rangers to share the story of how buses 
were used in the Civil Rights movement. The 
narrative covers Brown vs Board, Rosa Parks, 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, Freedom Riders, the 
March on Washington, and the unsung heroes of 

the movement.
The Mobil Museum project is designed to 

awaken individuals to the fact that the story of 
Rosa Parks is richer than the mythology with 
which most Americans are familiar.  Outcomes 

expected from Topekans who 
participate in any experience 
tied to the Remember Rosa 
Project are that they will feel 
inspired and empowered 
by the successes of the civil 
rights movement, recognizing:

•Thepowerofthe
individual and community 
activism

•Thatregularpeoplecan
make a difference

•Therearemultiple
paths towards equity (legal, 
educational, civic, artistic.)

Another part of the project 
is the “6 Words” Campaign.  
Individuals are asked to write 
down six words about what 
race and identity means to 
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Yes, They Were Jammin’ at the Junction City Blues Festival

PHOTOS:  1. Festival participants 
spread their chairs and blankets on 
the lawn of  Heritage Park.
2. Mr. Sipp was deinitely the main 
draw and he did not disappoint. 
3.(L-R) New J.C. Chamber CEO Den-
nis Beson  poses for a photo with 
Geary County Commissioner Larry 
Hicks and Leavenworth Vice-Mayor 
Jim Sands.  
4.  James and Lisa Russell found a 
great spot.  
5.  (L-R)  Donnie McNabe, Bud Cox 
and Eddie Williams enjoyed the 
festival.  

T
he weather was perfect for the 5th 
Annual Jammin’ in J.C.  Blues and BBQ 
Festival held in historic downtown 

Junction City, Sept 25-26. 
 In addition to the sanctioned barbecue 

competition, the event featured an 
affordable, tasty and creative array of food 
options, sold by local restaurants and 
community organizations.  

The blues part of the weekend included 
eight great bands in two days.  However, the 
highlight of the weekend had to be Mr. Sipp, 
a Mississippi Blues guitarist that was so good 
last year, the crowd demanded his return.  
Again this year, he didn’t disappointed and 
they jammed on in the streets of J.C.

Topeka Kicks-off Year Long Remembering Rosa Project

1 2

3 4 5
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See ROSA, page  21

PHOTOS:  1. The Topeka Metro 
#Remember Rosa Bus will be in 
service for a year. 
2.  In the Six Words Campaign, 
individuals are asked to write 
down six words about what race 
and identity means.  
3.  The Unity Walk held Fri., 
Oct. 2 attracted more than 600 
participants.  
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State Briefs



them.  A picture is taken of the individuals with their 6 
word message.  The photos will be posted in businesses 
in the North Topeka arts District and eventually online.

Other Remember Rosa activities planned to date: 

IREAD and Brown Scholar Lecture  
Featuring Congress John Lewis 
Wed., oct. 14, 7 p.m. 
White  Concert Hall 
Washburn University 
No RSVP is required or accepted.  Tickets will be 
available at the Brown Foundation table in the White 
Concert Hall Lobby beginning at 6 p.m.  Congressman 
Lewis’ lecture will be based around his graphic novel 
March, a three book series depicting the march from 

Selma to Montgomery which was instrumental in the 
passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act.  Lewis will discuss 
his bestselling book along with co-author Andrew  Aydin 
and illustrator Nate Powell.  This interesting new book 
is bringing the Civil Rights struggle to a whole new 
generation.  

Unity Day 
Wed., oct. 21 
In conjunction with the 24th  National Day of Doing 
Good Deeds, AmeriCorp volunteers will staff the Mobile 
Museum at the Public Library in the morning.  Afternoon 
location to be announced.  There will also be activities 
for children and “Six Words” Photo opportunities.  

tues., Dec. 1, 
Free Ride Day on topeka Metro  
In honor of Rosa Parks 60th Anniversary 

BOND,  
from page 4

D
ancer s from the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in New York gave pop-up performances as 12 
different locations in Topeka on Tues., Oct. 6, between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.  The program was part 
of recently launched program, Ailey In Your Neighborhood which takes the arts to audiences in 

non-traditional spaces.  
Founder Alvin Ailey believed in bringing dance to the people.  The 10-minute performances, featuring 

two dancers each, were focused on the downtown Topeka neigh-
borhood.  The diverse pop up locations included a bank lobby, the 
police station, a coffee shop, several street corners and a couple of 
public schools.  

The performances featured the Ailey II dancers.  We caught up 
with dancers Jacoby Pruitt and Courtney Celeste Spears at their last 
stop, Williams Science and Fine Arts Magnet.  After their perfor-
mance, they answered students’ questions and interacted with them, 
including posing for more than a few selfies.  

A similar pop up was conducted at the same time in the Kansas 
City Brookside Neighborhood.  

Ailey Pops Up in Topeka Neighborhoods

Photos by Yolanda Taylor 

Photos:  Ailey II dancers Jacoby and 
Courtney gave a pop up performance  
and mixed with the students at Wil-
liams Science and Fine Arts Magnet.  

Tax amensTy Program ends ocT. 15
 Kansas taxpayers have less than two weeks left to take advantage
of the 2015 Tax Amnesty Program.  
The state is offering a tax amnesty program where the state will waive
penalties and interest assessed by the state for unpaid taxes if the tax
debt for an approved application is paid in full by midnight, Oct. 15,
2015.
The opportunity is available to Kansas taxpayers who owe individual or
business tax debt with the state accrued before Dec. 31, 2013. The amnesty
does not apply to matters that are in appeal.
An application form, eligibility information and answers to frequently
asked questions are available at www.ksrevenue.org/taxamnesty.html.

Kansas corPoraTion commission aPProves 
WesTar raTe increase

 The Kansas Corporation Commission issued an order approving a 4.1% increase 
in energy rates for Westar customers. As a result, the fixed charge for residential 
customers will increase from $12.00 to $14.50 per month.

 Citing unrecovered costs from environmental upgrades at the La Cygne and 
Wolf Creek Generating Stations, Westar’s initial application requested a revenue 
increase of $152 million. A settlement agreement proposed in August reduced 
the request to $78.3 million and recommended that issues relating to distributed 
generation, particularly solar generation, be addressed at a later date following a 
general investigation lead by KCC staff. 

In July 2015, the KCC hosted public hearings related to the rate increase, drawing 
hundreds of interested citizens.  In addition, more than 1400 comments on the 
request were submitted to the KCC’s Public Affairs and Consumer Protection office.

K-sTaTe Being recognized for 
dedicaTion To diversiTy 

For the second consecutive year, Kansas State University is being recognized for 
its dedication to diversity and its successful diversity initiatives. The university has 
received a 2015 Higher Education Excellence in Diversity, or HEED award, from 
INSIGHT into Diversity magazine. The university also received the 2014 HEED 
award. 

The HEED award annually recognizes U.S. colleges and institutions that are com-
mitted to diversity and inclusion. Kansas State University was one of 92 colleges 
chosen nationally this year and the only higher education institution in Kansas to 
receive the designation this year.

"It's wonderful to have the university's achievements in diversity and inclusive 
excellence recognized again for the second year straight," said Myra Gordon, as-
sociate provost for diversity. "

Kansans seeK courT inTervenTion 
To sToP Purging of voTer aPPlicaTions 

Two Kansas residents filed a lawsuit today with the United States District Court in 
Kansas City seeking an injunction preventing Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach 
from implementing a rule that promulgates a voter removal program affecting over 
36,000 Kansas voters. The two Kansans are Alder Cromwell and Cody Keener, both 
residents of Douglas County. They are being represented by Paul Davis and Will 
Lawrence with the law firm of Fagan Emert & Davis, L.L.C.. 

Secretary Kobach’s rule, which was set to take effect on Fri., Oct. 2, would allow 
county clerks and election commissioners in all 105 Kansas counties to perma-
nently remove over 36,000 Kansas citizens from voter registration rolls because 
they have yet to provide proof of citizenship documentation. The residents assert 
in their petition that purging the voter rolls violates the National Voter Registration 
Act and due process rights guaranteed under the United States Constitution. 

“The law does not allow for a purging of voters like what Secretary Kobach is 
plotting to accomplish,” said Paul Davis, an attorney for the plaintiffs. “Voting is a 
fundamental right guaranteed by the United States Constitution and it is imperative 
that this right be protected.” 

C
a
l
e
n
d
a
r Oct 11 Ninth Street Baptist Pastor Instal-

lation Join the members of 9th Street Church in 
Lawrence  at the installation of their new pastor 
Eric Galbreath, 3 p.m. at Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 925 Vermont, Lawrence.  

21 On the Run: Fugitive Life in an Ameri-
can City, 7;30 p.m., the Commons, Spooner Hall, 
KU.  Wisconsin Prof Alice Goffman examines the 
largely hidden world of police beating, court fees, 
sentencing hearings, and low level warrants that 
pervade life for young people in a poor Black 
neighborhood in Philadelphia where she lived.   



Aaron Douglas Art Fair Turns 10

S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Family Fun Day Draws Appreciative Crowd 
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PhoToS:  
1. members of the Topeka Alumni Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta helped 
staff the children’s art area at the festival.  
2. Descendants of Aaron Douglas were on hand for the 10th Annual 
Festival.  The sisters who grew up in Topeka are:  (L-R)   Grace Sawyer 
Jones, Cyrene holt, mariama Sawyer hodari, and Linda Durden. 
3.  Artist Donald Benson displayed his creative walking canes. 
4.  2015 Festival Featured Artist Jordan Brooks, a Topeka native, is 
pictured with his parents Delise Curry (L) and Rev. Wilbur Curry.  
5.  Festival volunteers Patricia Phillips, 3-year volunteer and Judy Bill-
ings, 10-years, posed for a photo.
 6.  This is the third year mixed-media artist oshara meesha partici-
pated in the festival.

PhoToS:  
1. SuCCeSS inc. members (seated) melva 
Carter and Steve Jones and (standing) 
melvin Carter grilled up some good grub 
at the family day. 
2. A good old-fashioned cake walk helped 
keep the children entertained.
3.Joe Carter and Gwen Dixon sold inspi-
rational t-shirts. 
4.SuCCeSS inc. member Sexton an-
nounces the winner of the inal cake walk.  
5.The henderson family added their own 
spin to Famiy Fun Day.  They turned the 
event into a family picnic.  

T
The festival inspired by the Douglas Celebration Mural turned 
10 this year.  The classic art fair showcases diverse and 
emerging artists, celebrates community and continues the 

legacy of world renowned Topeka-born artist Aaron Douglas.  In 
addition to the artist’s display, the festival held Sept. 26, included two 
stages of performers, food vendors and  a children’s craft area.

S
UCCESS Family Fun Day delivered on its name. There 
were families having fun in Hillcrest Park on Sat. Sept. 26, 
thanks in part to the fun activities planned by members of 

this non-profit organization.  
DJ Michael Jackson kept everyone’s spirits up, there were 
planned games for the children, including a popular cake 
walk and the always fun bouncy houses.  Several non-profits 
sold delicious and reasonably priced food.  All-in-all, it was a 
winning combination the organizers say they plan to expand 
upon next year.    
This is the 7th year for this free event that was originally held 
during Labor Day weekend.  SUCCESS, Inc. is a group of about 
15 members, “who come together and try to do what we can,” 
said member Donnie Sexton.  They thank Hillcrest Park staff for 
support of their effort. 
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Photos by Bonita Gooch

Photos by Bonita Gooch
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Attention Job Seekers

Meet Dozens of Companies Hiring Now!

Autumn Career Expo

REGISTER 

NOW! CAREERQ.JOBS
See Details & List of Companies

Create your Likeness Profile for employers

to review before, during and after the expo. 

F
R

E
E

Tuesday, October 20
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hughes Metropolitan Complex
5015 E 29th Street N (at Oliver) in Wichita

Ready to join our team?
Apply in person or learn more at jobs.peiwei.com

Pei Wei – New Market Square
2441 North Maize Road Ste 1501

Wichita KS

Your Career. Wei better.™

Pei Wei is an equal opportunity/e-verify employer.

Fire up your career at Pei Wei

WE’RE HIRING!

Service and Kitchen 
Team Members

Join the 

best people

in the 

business

Choose

part-time

or full-time

hours

Receive

competetive

pay & benefit

options

Take on new

responsibilities

and grow

your career

Part time Church Office Administrator needed. 

Qualified candidates must have excellent organization skills 

and be proficient with Microsoft Office Suite, i.e. Word, 

Excel, PowerPoint; and Publisher.  Part time position, 

Tuesday through Friday, may later grow into a fulltime 

position.  Ability to maintain confidentiality required.  

Contact: Progressive Missionary Baptist Church office @ 

(316) 685-1328.   

PART-TIME CHURCH 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

2727 E. 25TH N. • WICHITA, KS 67219

D
riving defensively during the 
deer mating season is a must 
for Kansas drivers.

 A 2015 report from State Farm 
Insurance says that Kansas has the 
18th-highest frequency in deer-vehi-
cle mishaps in the United States. The 
chance of a driver having a vehicle 
collision with a deer in Kansas this 
fall is 1 in 125. The national rate is 
1 in 169. 

 Mid-fall and mid-spring are 
likely times of the year for deer 
to be seen on Kansas roadways, 
because of breeding habits during 
the fall and growth of vegetation 
during the spring. And, sunrise and 
sunset are the times that deer are 
most active.
When an accident occurs, you 
should consider the following:
•Ifyoudohitadeerandareuncer-
tain whether the animal is dead, 
keep your distance. You might be 
dealing with an injured, wild animal 

Drive Defensively 
During Deer Season
By Ken Selzer, CPA, 
Commissioner of Insurance

with sharp hooves.
•Ifthedeerisblockingtheroadwayandposesa
danger to other motorists, you should immediately 
report the incident to the local law enforcement 
agency.
•Deeraccidentsareusuallycoveredundera
person’s comprehensive coverage, not collision 
coverage. 
•Stayalert,alwayswearyourseatbeltanddriveata
safe, sensible speed for conditions.
•Watchfortherelectionofdeereyesandfordeer
silhouettes on the shoulder of the road.
•Donotrelyexclusivelyondevicessuchasdeer
whistles,deerfencesandrelectorstodeterdeer.
•Whendrivingatnight,usehigh-beamheadlights
when there is no opposing traffic. The high beams 
will illuminate the eyes of deer on or near a roadway.
•Brakeirmlywhenyounoticeadeerinornear
your path, but stay in your lane. Many serious acci-
dents occur when drivers swerve to avoid a deer and 
hit other vehicles or lose control of their cars. Poten-
tially, you will risk less injury by hitting the deer.
•Ifyouseeonedeer,itislikelytherearemore
nearby.
•Ifthedeerstaysontheroad,stopontheshoulder,
put on your hazard lights and wait for the deer to 
leave the roadway; do not try to go around the deer 
while it is on the road.
 If you do have a deer encounter and need some 
assistance with your vehicle claim, our Consumer 
Assistance Representatives at the Kansas Insurance 
Department can help. Call us at 800-432-2484. 
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*Breast substitution upcharge may apply. Price plus applicable tax. Price may vary outside the 48 continental United States. For a limited time only at participating restaurants. ©Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen, Inc. 2015 All Rights Reserved. Visit us at Popeyes.com

11 Pcs Mixed or 11 Handcrafted Tenders $1299

-

-

-

-

-

-

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

(Breast & Wing)

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

2 Pc Chicken & Biscuit 
(Leg & Thigh)

12 Pcs Mixed Chicken, 6 Biscuits, Lg Coleslaw, 
Lg Mash Potato & Gravy, Gallon Beverage*

* Tea or Lemonade
21.99

Present coupon when ordering. One coupon per customer per visit. Void where 

prohibited. Not valid with any other offer. Good at participating Popeyes only. ©Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen

Inc.
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