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Hundreds Show for 60th
Anniversary TARP Reunion

Tarp reunion
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t was a walk down memory
lane for the more than 200
people who attended the 60th
Anniversary Celebration and reunion
of former participants of the Teenage Recreation Program (TARP),
a Friday night dance activity for
African American youth that was a
community favorite from 1955 to
1977.
The dances, always held in the
McAdams Park Recreation Center,
were where friends were made,
relationships blossomed and you
learned and/or showed your skills
on all the latest dances.
It was great memories
like those that reunion
participants talked about
and shared.
This is the third year for
the reunion that year-byyear is growing in popularity. Planned around the
July 4 holiday weekend,
the event is perfectly timed

to attract former TARP attendees
from all across the country. There
were people in attendance from
both the east and west coast. Lots of
people made the trip from nearby
states: Missouri, Oklahoma and
Texas. Others came from New York,
Washington State, California and the
Carolinas, to name just a few.
People enjoyed connecting with
old friends they hadn’t seen in
decades and a good time was had
by all. If you missed it this year, no
worry. The committee
is definetly

planning a repeat.
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phoToS:
1. With a smooth Two
Step, Berry lattin and
her partner Charlie hollingsworth won the old
school dance contest.
So, with more
than 200 people in
attendance, just who
did you miss, if you
weren’t in the place:
2. mary peters (l) and
Jocella Davis Jenkins
3. Terry ray and Cecil
Kidd. Kidd made the
trip from California for
the reunion.
4. Tempe Hearsey with Charles Wakeield and Judy McDonal Wakeield. The Wakeields
drove in from oklahoma.
5. larry Bell (l) and ray Wells
6. (l-r) pamela Brashears Thompson, almetrise mcphaul and Glenda lollis
7. Warren Wigley (l) and Dale Diggs. Warren was in town from north Carolina.
8. Donna Vann atkinson and nathaniel atkinson.
9. and howard “J.B.” Bryant giving a top notch “Godfather of Soul” inpersonation.
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Remembering
George Haley

Winning is as
simple as a share.

W

e’re excited about our new
expanded distribution and
coverage across Kansas,
and to celebrate, we’re giving away
tickets to see the Master of Funk,
each week heading up to the Grub
& Groove Festival each Wednesday heading up to the
Grub and Groove Festival. ON Winning Wednesdays,
and every Wednesday is a winning Wednesday at The
Community Voice, we’ll give away two sets of tickets to
the Grub & Groove Festival
Entering to win the irst two weeks is easy, but entry
is limited to people who like our page on Facebook.
Our page is www.facebook.com/thecommunityvoice.
If you haven’t already liked us, that’s where you need
to start.
The next step is equally easy. When you see our
Grub & Groove Contest post, like the post and share it.
That’s it! You’re entered to win. We’ll randomly select
two people each week from those who’ve liked our
page and shared the post.
For your share to count, you have to share our
original post. PLEASE NOTE: You’re not entered if you
share the contest post someone else shared with you.
I guess that’s called a reshare, kind of like a retweet.
So, reshares don’t work, only original shares. The best
way to make sure you’re sharing the original post is to
go directly to our Facebook page.

The irst tickets will
be given away on Winning Wednesday July
15. For this contest,
you have until 11:59
p.m. on Tues., July 14
to enter.
The second tickets
will be given away on
Winning Wednesday July 22. For this contest, you
must share the second Grub & Groove Contest Post.
This post will be up no later than Fri., July 17 and you
have until 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday July 21 for enter.
Each week, we’ll giveaway one set of tickets in the
Wichita area. The other set will go to someone in our
expanded coverage areas, that means somewhere
besides Wichita. Although our expanded coverage
for printed copies of the paper is just in the listed ive
cities, any one all over the state, in fact all over the
world, can read our paper online. So they’re all entitled
to enter and win.
Remember it’s simple, entry is only for people who
like our Facebook Page. Entry each week is by sharing our Grub and Groove Contest Post. The winners
will be announced online and in the July 23 issue of
The Community Voice.
If you don’t win this time, stay tuned, we’ll have more
ways to win tickets to see the Masters of Funk, Aug. 29
at the Grub and Groove Festival. 

Bonita Gooch

Welcome
New Readers in...
Hutchinson
Salina
Topeka
Manhattan and
Junction City
Thank you for joining our growing
family of readers as The Community
Voice expands its distribution and
readership across the state. You’re joining a family of readers who appreciate
the unique approach to the news shared
by our 20-year-old publication. We look
forward to keeping you informed about
news across the state and the nation.
Look for new issues of the paper,
every-other weekend in your City. If you
can’t ind an issue, let us know, so we
can increase our distribution to your area.
If you can’t ind a paper, read the paper
online at www.voiceitwichita.com.
Also, give us a call or send us an
email about story ideas from your location. Our readers are our best eyes in
the community. 
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G

eorge Haley passed away last month
in Washington D.C. and I wanted to
make sure his passing didn’t go unnoticed. Some of you may know the Haley
name because of the book and mini-series
penned by his brother Alex. Others may
know him as the father of KS Sen. David
Haley. But Haley was a man worth knowing
on his own right.
A brilliant mind, he was the second
African American to graduate from the
University of Arkansas Law School and he
graduated at the top of his class. He was
the first African American elected to the
Kansas Senate. After serving one term in
the Senate, he went on to serve in administrative capacity for seven United States
Presidents: Nixon, Ford, Carter, Regan,
George H and George W. Bush and Clinton.
Clinton appointed him Ambassador to Gambia, his last position before his retirement
from government life.
A funeral for Ambassador Haley was held
in Washington, D.C., but a memorial service
is planned for him in Kansas City, KS this
Sat., July 11, noon at St. Peter AME Church,
1419 N. 8th St., in Kansas City, KS. 

Win Tickets to the Grub and Groove Festival
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Other Important Supreme Court Rulings
Ignored in Light of Gay Marriage Decision

Farrakhan Announces Sequel
To 1995 Million Man March

June is always the most exciting month of the year for the Supreme Court. Typically, the court
decides its most high-profile cases then, usually late in the month. And this June was no exception. Two high profile decisions – one on gay marriage the other on the allowed tax credits in
Obamacare -- garnered the most attention. However, the court ruled on a number of other
important issues that received far less attention: the Confederate flag on license plates, lethal
injection drugs, housing discrimination and more.

wenty years after a sea of black
men filled the National Mall
in Washington and together
pledged to do right for themselves
and their families, activists are planning a 20th-anniversary observance
of the Million Man March for the fall.
Nation of Islam leader Louis
Farrakhan announced plans to hold
a Millions for Justice march in the
nation's capital this fall, 20 years
after the Million Man March.
During a speech at Metropolitan
African Methodist Episcopal Church
in downtown Washington, Farrakhan, 82, said he intends to hold the
rally Oct. 10 on the National Mall,
scene of the 1995 march.
Organizers said they aim to stage
a more diverse and inclusive event
than the one in 1995, which was
billed as a men-only event.
Former NAACP executive director Benjamin Chavis, who helped
organize the original Million Man
March, said he is optimistic that this
year's turnout will be "in excess of a
million." He said the event's success
would be measured more by the political and socioeconomical impact it
has on communities.
"What ultimately will be a success is seeing improvements in the
communities where these people are
going to come from," Chavis said.
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n Obergefell v. Hodges, one of the
highest-profile cases the court
has had in years, or possibly
decades, the Supreme Court ruled
5-4 that same-sex couples can marry
nationwide. The ruling established a
new civil right
and handed gay
rights advocates
a historic victory. With the
rapid pace of
change, It’s hard
to believe that
in 2004, it was
illegal for gays
to marry in any
state.
In a 6-3 decision in the case of King
v. Burwell, the Supreme Court saved
the controversial health care law that
will define President Barack Obama's
administration for generations to
come. In considering the healthcare law, the justices were asked to
interpret a passage that said the tax
credits are authorized for those who
buy insurance on marketplaces that
are “established by the state.”
But federal exchanges were authorized for states that did not set up their
own, and the Obama administration
argued that millions of people served
by a federal marketplace were entitled
to the subsidies, too. The court ruled
that although the legislation’s wording
was problematic, Congress’s intent
was clear and the tax credits were
allowed to stand.

Confederate License Tag
The Supreme Court ruled that Texas
can reject a license plate design that
featured a Confederate battle flag.
At issue was a license plate design
submitted by a group called the Sons
of Confederate Veterans (SCV) and
prominently featured the controversial
Confederate battle flag. The group
sought to honor the reputation of
soldiers who fought for the Confederacy during the Civil War. It argued

that when the state rejected the design,
it had violated the group's free speech
rights.
In a 5-4 decision the Court ruled
that the license plates designs are
government—not private speech-and that the
government is
allowed to discriminate based
upon content
when it speaks.
"Just as Texas
cannot require
SCV to convey
the State's
ideological message, SCV cannot
force Texas to include a Confederate
battle flag on its specialty license
plates."

Lethal Injection Drug
In a 5-4 decision, the court ruled
Oklahoma and other states can continue to execute death-row prisoners
with a three-drug combination that
includes a chemical used in several
prolonged or botched lethal injections.
Lawyers for death row inmates in
Oklahoma had argued that the state's
current combination of three chemicals for lethal injections amounts
to cruel and unusual punishment.
They argued the first drug, midazolam, does not reliably induce a deep
unconsciousness, leaving a prisoner
susceptible to searing pain caused by
the two follow-on injections.
In an interesting court debate,
several of the judges resorted to
what essentially became a debate on
the legality of the death penalty, with
Justice Stephen Breyer stating, “it
is highly likely the death penalty, no
matter how it’s carried out violates the
constitution.
Justice Samuel Alito chirped in
saying, “the constitution doesn’t
guarantee a painless execution.” In
an addendum to the debate, the always

quiet Justice Clarence Thomas wrote,
a statement reemphasizing his support
for making the death penalty mandatory in some crimes.”

Fair Housing
Is Fair Housing really fair when it
only relegates you to certain neighborhoods or communities encouraging
racial isolation? According to the
Supreme Court’s Ruling, June 25, in
Texas Department of Housing and
Community Affairs vs. Inclusive Communities Project (ICP), the answer
is no.
The case was brought by a Texas
fair housing group that accused the
state's Department of Housing and
Community Affairs of awarding tax
credits to developers of affordable
housing in a way that effectively
kept African-Americans out of white
neighborhoods. Texas officials denied
their policies were discriminatory,
but the group cited statistics showing
that the effects of the department's
policies and practices served to
perpetuate segregated neighborhoods
and prevent Blacks from moving into
more diverse communities with better
schools and lower crime.
A federal appeals court sided with
the plaintiffs, ruling that the housing group's statistical evidence was
enough to sustain a complaint of
discrimination even if it couldn't prove
that Texas officials were motivated by
overt racial bias. It based its decision
on an interpretation of the statute long
accepted by federal appeals courts
across the country that have used
statistical evidence to uncover unconscious or disguised prejudice that
results in segregated housing patterns.
Because the effect of Texas' housing
policies clearly had a "disparate impact" on people because of their race,
they violated the rights of minorities
protected under the Fair Housing Act.
In a 5-4 ruling the Supreme Court
upheld the Appeals Court decision and
the concept of disparate impact. 

T

"We want to make sure our public
policy demands are aligned with
those challenges."
Farrakhan said the rally is intended to galvanize a more strategic
movement for equality as supporters
unite under the social media hashtag
JusticeOrElse.
The Million Man March was
held in Washington on Oct. 16,
1995. Its goal, organizers said, was
to encourage black men to make
firmer commitments to family values
and community uplift. It is among
the largest political gatherings in
American history. 

Emanuel Nine Funds Surpass Four Million

M

ore than a $4 million have
been raised through official
funds set up to take donations following the June 17 shooting
at Emanuel AME Church that left
nine dead. More than $1 million
has been donated to the Mother
Emanuel Fund, and a recent $3
million anonymous contribution was
recently announced to establish at
the Rev. Clementa Pinckney Scholarship Fund.
The Mother Emanuel Hope Fund
will provide direct financial support
for the funeral and burial expenses
of the nine victims of the tragedy.
Any money left after the expenses are
paid will be donated to the church
to use in ways determined by its

governance board. Donations to the
HOPE Fund are not tax-deductible,
according to sources.
The Rev. Clementa Pinckney
Scholarship Fund was established
to provide college and advanced
degree scholarships for members of
the extended Mother Emanuel AME
Church community including the
families of the victims of the June
17, 2015 tragedy. www.pickneyfund.
com.
Another initiative, The Lowcountry
Ministries Pinckney Fund, was set
up by the City of Charleston and
Palmetto Project to fund community
initiatives in areas of interest to state
Sen. Clementa Pinckney, who also
was pastor at Emanuel AME Church. 

Constitutional Carry -- Kansas’ New Gun Law

F

irst there was concealed carry, then there
was open carry and now, there’s constitutional carry, the latest incarnation of
Kansas gun laws that went into effect on July 1.
Kansas is now among just a handful of states
that allow residents to carry concealed weapons
without a permit. Under the previous law,
concealed carry, the individuals had to undergo
a background check and take a required safety
training.
The new constitutional carry is concealed
carry on steroids. Almost anyone can carry a
concealed gun and they don’t have to submit to
a background check or go through a training
program. People who support the law say it is
their constitutional right to carry a gun, so the
government shouldn't heavily regulate how they
do it.
The laws does have a few regulations.
Individuals who are prohibited from possessing a firearm under federal or state laws can’t
constitutional carry
Individuals under age 21 are not allowed to
carry a pistol, revolver, or other firearm concealed except when that individual is on their
own land or in their own home or fixed place
of business.
In fact people can carry a concealed weapon
into any building. The only way they can be
stopped is if a sign, meeting regulations is
posted. Kansas Board of Regents regulations
make it illegal to carry a concealed gun on

a State University
campus.
“Good people
carrying guns, I’m
all for that, with
the training,” Reno
County Sheriff Randy
Henderson told
KCTV. “The aspect
of the law I didn’t
like was when they
took the training
aspect out of it.”
Henderson testified against the bill
Constitutional Carry is the new Kansas Gun Law. Learn exactly what you can do legally
during the legislative and who qualiies to carry under this new law.
session.
“Without any
training what so ever, you don’t
know what level proficiency you
have,” Henderson said.
•Sales tax increased from 6.15 to 6.5%
Kansas has a reciprocal agreement several states that allows
•Tax on a pack of cigarettes went up $.50
people who are licensed to
•Change in school board and municipal elections moves these
conceal carry in Kansas to also
elections from April in an odd-numbered years to November in
carry concealed guns in their
odd-numbered years. The section bill gives Secretary of State Kris
state. That arrangement doesn’t
Koback the power to prosecuted election fraud cases.
Mija’s Law
extend to Constitutional carry. If
you want to carry a concealed gun
•Another new law going into effect July 1 is harsher sentences for
in another state, you have to go
drunk drivers who cause disabling injuries to others. Mija’s Law
through the training program and
was named for a teacher hurt in a crash in 2013.
background check. 

Other changes in Kansas Laws
That went into effect July 1

L

ast month, residents of more than
one Topeka neighborhood woke to
find fliers from the Ku Klux Klan at
their front door. Two fliers were placed
in plastic zip lock bags and weighted
down by rocks. The fliers are attributed
to the Traditionalist American Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan. One obviously dated
reads, “Warning for White Americans”
at the top. It states, “There has been a
significant increase in the last few years
of violent black on white crime.” It list
six incidences of violent crimes the flier
claims Black people committed on White
people in 2013 and refers to the Trayvon
Martin incident as occurring last year.
That incident occurred in 2012.
The second flyer reads “Traditionalist
American Knights of the Ku Klux Klan” at
the top, accompanied with an image of a
person in a white hood and robe. Below
the image the flyer reads “Neighborhood Watch” and “You can sleep tonight
knowing the Klan is awake!”
Both fliers included a phone number
and website address.

KKK

Sign
at to
www.voiceitwichita.com
Click up
here
join our e-blast list
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Receive KKK Fliers
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Juneteenth Celebraions

Confederate Flags Flying in Salina

Ku Klux Klan in Topeka
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Heartland Black Chamber Selects Officers and Advisory Board

BUSINESS

eartland Black Chamber Wichita,
has officially organized as chapter
of the greater Heartland Chamber,
a four state regional business advocacy
and support group based in Kansas City,
KS. At an organizational meeting held
Mon., June 22, the following officers were
elected:
President Bernard Knowles
Vice Pres. Kevin Andrews
Treasurer Kevin Harrison
Assistant Treasurer Karen Cayce
Secretary Wanda Hunt
Assistant Secretary Bernia Williams
Selected as advisory board members
were:
Kevin Andrews, Desmond Blake, Greg

H

Buggs, Larry Burks, Jean Carter-Boniface,
Karen Cayce, Greg
Cole, Mary Dean, Angie
Franklin, Kevin Harrison,
Kerry Jackson, Brandon
Johnson, Michael King
and Djuan Wash, Robert
Weems and Bernia
Williams.
The role of the chamber is to lobby on
behalf of its members and to establish
programs and networking opportunities
for members to expand their resources.
The chamber will office at 2251 E.
21st St, Suite 103, that’s at the west end
of the Massford Plaza at 21st and Grove.
They can be reached by telephone at 210-

2033 or by email at heartlandwichita15@
gmail.com. You can
learn more about the
Heartland Black Chamber
on their website www.
heartlandblackchamber.
com.
Through the end of the
year, membership in the
Wichita branch is just $175, half of the
Heartland’s normal $350 membership fee.
In addition, as a fundraiser, the chamber is
sponsoring bingo nights at the Sweetbriar
Bingo Hall, 2349 N. Amidon Ave. on the
1st and 3rd Friday nights of each month.,
Doors open at 5 p.m. with play beginning
at 6:30 p.m. 

Entrepreneurs at All Levels Invited To Business Growing Event
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

providers who are already in town,” said
Long.
In addition to connection to resource
providers, Long says, “Participants should
leave this event with resources, information
and tools to help them get their idea off the
ground or help them grow.”
The event is free and open to the public,
but pre-registration is requested. You can
register online at www.cmlcollective.com.
Click on the Create Campaign tab. Doors
to the event open at 9:30 a.m. and the
opening session begins at 10 a.m. and the
event concludes at 1 p.m.
The Create Campaign is backed by
the Entrepreneurship Task Force and
is affiliated with the greater Wichita
Partnership and the Wichita Metro
Chamber of Commerce. 
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W

hether you’re a dreamer, thinking
of starting a business; a doer,
nurturing a young business; or a
definer, ready to take your business to the
next level, you’ll find something of interest
and much needed resources at special
small business event planned for Sat., July
25, in the WSU Rhatigan Student Center.
The event is a kick-off for a six month
campaign to help grow African-American
businesses, and this initial event is
designed to connect entrepreneurs with the
resources, information and tools to help
them get their idea of the ground or to help
their business grow.
Called the Create Campaign, the program

was developed in response to priorities
identified by Wichita “key players” who
see growing stronger businesses as
an important part of growing Wichita
economically. The Create Campaign
was developed as a way to make
African American business a part of that
conversation,” says Christina Long, the
Campaign Co-chair.
Recognizing that businesses in the
community are at different levels in their
development and growth process, the
Campaign offers programming based on
tracks, with information and resources
designed to assist business owners at their
level.
“Instead of doing a one-time event or
gathering, the campaign is an opportunity
to help people connect with service

Real Men, Real Heroes and TKAAM Receive
Kansas Health Foundation Recognition Grants

T

he Kansas African American
Museum has won a $23,000 grant
and Real Men, Real Heroes, Inc.
has received a $16,000 grant through the
Kansas Health Foundation’s Recognition
Grants program.
TKAAM’s grant will fund youth and
family programming at the museum.
“Our youth and family program “Soar
Saturdays” reaches children teetering
on that line dividing success and failure
and incorporates the entire family in the

process,” said TKAAM Executive Director,
Mark E. McCormick.
Soar Saturdays engage underserved
youth, young adults and their families.
The program incorporates the full range
of the arts, including but not limited to
African American history, photography and
literature.
KHF’s funding will help support RMRH’s
Future Heroes, Teen Heroes and Alpha
Esquire programs.
“We are extremely encouraged to

have the support of The Kansas Health
Foundation, said Sherdeill Breathett, Sr.,
RMRH Board President.
Recognition Grants expand the Kansas
Health Foundation’s support to a broad
range of health-related organizations
throughout the state. The program is
targeted for organizations and agencies
proposing meaningful and charitable
projects or initiatives that fit within the
Foundation’s mission of improving the
health of all Kansans. 

Faces in Business
MCCORMICK SELECTED TO SERVE ON
NATIONAL MUSEUM BOARD
Mark McCormick, the Executive Director of The
Kansas African American Museum has been selected
as a member of the board for
National Association of African
American Museums. His term will
expire in 2018. The organization
is the oldest and largest advocate
of African American museums and
museum professionals.
McCormick, who has been with
TKAAM for two years, is a New
York Times best-selling author,
McCormick
an award-winning writer, editor
and a journalism trustee at Wichita State University and
the University of Kansas. He is also a Professional in
Residence at the Gaylord School of Journalism at the
University of Oklahoma.

JACKSON APPOINTED TO
WSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Vernell Jackson was appointed by Gov. Sam
Brownback to serve a three year term on the Wichita
State University Board of Trustees. Jackson, retired
from Spirit Aerosystems in
September 2007 after 32
years of service at Boeing/
Spirit Wichita. He received a
bachelor’s degree in psychology
from Wichita State University
and a master’s degree from
Webster University in business
management. Vernell has served
on many boards including the
Jackson
WSU Alumni Association, Wichita
Community Foundation, Big Brothers and Big Sisters
and the Kansas Minority Business Development Council.

ELMORE PROMOTED AT
K-STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The K-State Alumni Association recently announced
the promotion of Jessica Elmore to associate director
of diversity programs at the Kansas State University
Alumni Association effective July
1.
Elmore started with the
Alumni Association in 2010 as
assistant director of multicultural
programs and has been
responsible for coordinating
multicultural and international
programming. She received
a bachelor’s degree in mass
Elmore
communications from Grambling
State University in 2004
and has earned two
degrees from Kansas State
University, a master’s
degree in business administration in 2006 and a
doctorate in educational leadership in 2015. 

Manhattan

Medicare and Medicaid Are Turning 50, But What’s Ahead
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TAKING CARE OF THE WHOLE PERSON:

MIND, BODY & SPIRIT

E.C. Tyree
HEALTH & DENTAL

1525 N. Lorraine
(Lower level of Saint Mark UMC)

316-681-2545

CLINIC
Find us on
Facebook

Neuropsychological Testing
Dementia Assessments
General Assessment of
Cognitive Functioning
Depression
Anxiety
Problems with Self-esteem
Adjustment Problems
Trauma
Behavior Problems with
Children and Adolescents
Clinic Hours:
M-Th 9a.m. - 7p.m.
Fri-Sat. 9a.m. - 1p.m.
www.tyreeclinic.com

We accept most commercial insurance, Medicaid, and Medicare. Sliding fee scale options available for no insuance.

D

OO
NEIGHBORH

21ST AND G

PHARMACY

ROVE

MENTION THIS AD FOR
A CHANCE TO WIN
$500 GIFT CARD!
Fast & Convenient Service
Easy Prescription Transfer
Free Consultation Services
Competitive Pricing

HOURS:
Mon – Fri.
9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Free Drug Utilization Review
Friendly & Respectful Staff

We accept most insurance

Neighborhood
PHARMACY

2251 E. 21st St. N. Wichita
Grove & 21st St.
665-4427
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Emergency Services
Fillings & Sealants
Dentures, Crowns, & Root Canals
X-rays & Cleanings
Flouride Treatments

COUNSELING SERVICES:

(all day long)

the Kansas Division of
Animal Health has identiied
an increased number of rabies
cases in Kansas this year. as of
June 30, 69 cases of rabies have
been conirmed in Kansas compared to 35 cases for entire 2014.
these numbers are expected to
continue to rise through the end
of the year.
Rabies is a preventable
disease that is always deadly
and can infect humans. If you
are bitten by an animal, wash the
wound immediately with soap
and water, seek medical attention
and report the bite to your local
health or animal control department.
Dr. Bill Brown, Kansas animal
health Commissioner, urged
Kansans to be alert. “Being
observant of erratic behavior in
wildlife or livestock is important,”
he said. “Pet owners are urged
to follow best practices and vaccinate their pets to prevent this
devastating disease.” 
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Well & Sick Care
Adult, Child & Sports Physicals
Child Vaccines & STD Testing
Free HIV Testing
EDW Program

DENTAL SERVICES:

Mond

Rabies Cases On
Rise in Kansas
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Start the Year Off with a
Visit to the Doctor
MEDICAL SERVICES:

will be a watershed year as the youngest
of the baby boom generation becomes
eligible to receive Medicare. It is also
projected to be the year when the trust
fund supporting the federal program will
become insolvent.
Potentially raising the eligibility age for
Medicare recipients has been a sensitive
policy topic that continues to come up.
Overall, controlling costs will require
some sacrifices in coverage that beneficiaries are often not willing to accept.
One potential option would be to reduce
the nearly unlimited coverage and give
beneficiaries $75,000 in a lump sum.
The total value of Medicare benefits
for an individual's lifetime was $131,000
in 2010. By 2030, that figure will rise to
$223,000. Medicare beneficiaries now
spend 15% of their income on out-ofpocket expenses.
When individuals purchase car insurance, they are often willing to forgo some
damage protection to save on premiums.
However, their expectations are much
different when buying health insurance,
according to Gregory Daniel, Ph.D.,
M.P.H., a research fellow at Brookings.
Center for Health Policy. 

health

t’s easy to forget that before 1966,
roughly half of all seniors were
uninsured, living in fear that the
high cost of health care could propel
not only them, but their families, into
poverty. Few of us remember that not
that long ago, far too many disabled
people, families with children, pregnant women and low-income working
Americans were unable to afford
the medical care they needed to stay
healthy and productive.
Fifty years ago, on July 30, 1965, the
landscape of health care in America
changed forever when President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the landmark
amendment to the Social Security Act,
giving life to the Medicare and MedicPres. lyndon Johnson signs the Medicare act in the White house on July 30, 1965.
aid programs.
Before Medicare more than 28% of americans over age 65 lived in poverty. today only
A study published by the Pew Re9% are considered poor.
search Center, citing U.S. Census data,
able.
THE FUTURE
underscores the significance of the
Today, Medicare and Medicaid cover
As Medicare approaches its 50th
programs. It said 28.5% of Americans
nearly 1 out of every 3 Americans—
birthday, health policy analysts have
age 65 or over were impoverished in
that’s well over 100 million people.
been giving the program a detailed
1966, a year after the passage of the
These programs save lives, help people exam, concluding that although
Older Americans Act and additions of
live longer, and provide the peace of
Medicare remains widely popular, it has
Medicare and Medicaid, compared
mind that comes with affordable health some long-term health concerns.
with 9.1% in 2012, the most recent
care that’s there when you need it.
Looking into the near future, 2030
year with a complete set of data avail-
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Flexing Your Rights – In Your Car

LEGAL

More than just knowing your rights,
You have to get actively involved
and protect your rights!

N
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othing ruins your day
fasterthanseeinglashing red and blue lights
in your rearview mirror. Few
moments are as stressful as
a police encounter. If you’re
stoppedbyalawenforcement
oicer and you’re in your car,
here are suggested steps for
activelyprotectingyourrights.
Always Be Calm & Cool
If police lag you down, pull over
immediately, turn of your car, and
placeyourhandsonthewheel.Police
like to see your hands for their own
safety — so wait until they request
yourpaperworkbeforereachingfor
it. At night, it’s also a good idea to
turnonthedomelight,sotheoicer
can see you’re not armed.
Alwaysgreetpolicemenandpolicewomenas“Oicer.”Forexample,you
maystartofwith“Goodafternoon,
Oicer.How’sitgoingtoday?”Under
nocircumstancesshouldyouevertalk
back,raiseyourvoice,oruseprofanitywithapoliceoicer.Beinghostile
withpoliceisstupidanddangerous.
You can’t win that game.
If the oicer writes you a ticket,

acceptitquietlyandnevercomplain.
Listentoanyinstructiononpayingthe
ineorcontestingtheticket,anddrive
away slowly.

Remain Silent: What You
Don’t Say Can’t Hurt You
Policemaytrytogetyoutoadmitto
havingbrokenalaw.Forexample,an
oicermayask,“Doyouknowhow
fast you were going?”
Youmayassertyour5thAmendmentprotectionagainstself-incriminationbyrefusingtoadmityoumight
havebrokenalaw.Assuch,thebest
answertothatandsimilarquestionsis
“No, Oicer.”
Becauseanythingyousaycanand
willbeusedagainstyouincourt,the
lessyousaythebetter.Youalsodon’t
wanttoannouncetopolicethatyou
knowyourrights.They’lltakethatas
achallenge.Justkeepquietandcalm.

You Have the Right to
Refuse Personal Search
Requests
Policemayorderthedriverandany
passengersoutofthevehicle.Ifthis
happens, step out of the car. If they
havereasonablesuspiciontodetain
you, police may frisk the outside of
yourclothingtocheckforweapons,

but only if they have a
basisforsuspectingyou’re
armed. (See reasonable
suspicionandpatdown)
Ifpolicedetainandfrisk
you,youhavetherightto
clearly state your refusal
to consent to the search.
Forexample,youmaysay
“Oicer, I’m not resisting. I do not consent
to this search.” But you
shouldonlyverballyrefuse.
Neverphysicallyresist.Just
touchinganoicercould
getyoutaseredorbeaten.Youcould
alsogetafelonychargeforassaulting
a police oicer.

You Have the Right to
Refuse the Search of
Your Vehicle
Whethertheyfriskyouornot,policemayaskyouaseriesofquestions.
Theywillprobablyincludesomething
like“You don’t mind if I have a look
inyourcar?”Bewareofthatquestion:
It’sthelegalloopholethattheoicer
wantstosnareyouin.(Itmighteven
soundlikeacommand,butit’stechnically a request.)
Inresponsetosuchrequest,you

Whataretherightsofpassengersduringatrafficstop?
rafic stops typically occur as
a result of suspected moving
violations committed by the
driver of the vehicle. Passengers
cannot be held responsible for the
driver’s conduct and are generally
free to leave, unless police become
suspicious of them during the
course of the stop.
Unfortunately, this happens frequently and the amount of evidence
required to detain passengers
is minimal. For this reason, passengers must remember to refuse
search requests and refrain from

T

answering questions without an attorney present. Police who suspect
criminal activity will often separate
the occupants of an automobile
and question them separately. If
their stories differ, this could lead
oficers to claim that they have
probable cause to prolong the
detention or conduct a search.
As with any other brief detention, the best way to handle this
situation is to determine if you
can leave by asking “Oficer, are

you detaining me, or am I free
to go?” 

may politely decline by saying“Oficer, I know you’re just doing
your job, but I don’t consent
to searches.” Some oicers may
usetheirauthoritytomakeyoufeel
obligatedtoproveyourinnocenceby
asking“Whatdoyouhavetohide?”
Don’tfallforsuchtricks.Ifnecessary,
repeat your refusal.
Remember:The4thAmendment
protectsyourrighttorefusesearch
requests,butitdoesn’trequirepolice
totellyouaboutyourrighttorefuse.
Infact,consentingtosearchesautomaticallymakesthemlegalintheeyes
ofthelaw.Beawarethatunlocking
your car at the oicer’s request or
handingtheoiceryourkeysisthe
same as consenting to a search.
Soifyou’repulledover,don’ttryto
igureoutwhetherornottheoicer
hasprobablecausetolegallysearch
you. You always have the right to
refuse searches.
Refusingasearchrequestisnotan
admissionofguiltanddoesnotgive
the oicer the legal right to search
ordetainyou.Infact,mostavoidable
policesearchesdon’toccurbecause
police have probable cause. They
occurbecausepeoplegettrickedor
intimidatedintoconsentingtosearch
requests.
If police search your car and ind
illegalitemsdespiteyourrefusal,your
lawyercanileamotiontosuppress

— or throw out — the evidence in
court.Ifthejudgeagreesthattheoicer’ssearchviolatedthe4thAmendment’sprobablecauserequirements,
she’ll grant the motion. Unless the
prosecutionhasotherevidence,your
charges would be dismissed.
If you are arrested and your car is
towed,thepoliceareallowedtotake
an "inventory" of the items in your
car.Ifanythingisfoundthat'sillegal
in your vehicle, the police will get a
warrantfromajudgeandthencharge
you with another crime.

Oicers Must Have
Reasonable Cause to
Search Your Car
Ifyourefusetoallowtheoicersto
searchyourvehicle,thatcanstilldo
so, if they have“reasonable cause.”
(See article on reasonable cause)
If, for example, your vehicle and
your description matches that of a
bank robber the police oicer can
stop you on reasonable suspicion
interviewyouandmaybedevelop
probable cause.

Determine if You’re Free to Go
Unlessyou’redetainedorarrested,
youmayterminatetheencounteranytime.Butdon’twaitfortheoicerto
dismiss you. Ask if you’re free to go.
Forexample,ifanoicerthreatens

See IN YOUR CAR, page 9

10 CHECKPOINTS

LegaL

from page 9
Since the Supreme Court’s ruling in
Illionis v. Caballes police have more
leeway to use drug-sniffing dogs in
roadblock situations. There’s no need
to waive your rights simply because
dogs are present. But be advised that
your legal options are limited if you’re
arrested as a result of a dog sniff during a roadblock.
Also keep in mind that police
closely monitor cars approaching the
roadblock. So you’re not likely to have
any success trying to evade it.
Sobriety checkpoints are generally permitted by the courts, but
only if conducted properly. If you’re
arrested at a police roadblock always
consult an attorney before confessing
or agreeing to a plea bargain. There
might be some legal options that your
lawyer can pursue. 

Major Information Sources for
“Citizen’s Guide to Survivng
Police Encournters” -american Civil Liberities Union
and www.Flexyourrights.org

There’s a New Judge in Kansas Gwynne Birzer
By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice

M

any of us know what it’s like
to have a dream so big, it’s
hard to believe it will ever
come true. For Gwynne Birzer’s
dream came true. Effective July 1,
Birzer’s title went from Attorney and
law firm partner, to United States
Magistrate Judge. It’s an appointment
that’s good for eight years, but the job
comes with options for extensions.
This is the kind of job that doesn’t
come open often. It’s the kind of job
people get and hold on to. In fact,
Birzer is just the 6th Magistrate Judge
in Wichita, and the 16th in the State,
since Congress authorized Magistrate
positions in 1965.
What exactly is a Magistrate
Judge? They’re judges in the Federal
court system who complete work in
support of a Federal District Judge’s
docket. Congress, recognizing the
workload on District Judges had
become too demanding, created the
Magistrate position to handle some
of the legal rulings ahead of Federal

trials. A large part of a Magistrate’s
work is getting the legal issues and
motions cleared up before the case
is handed off to the District Judge.
Before a trial, Birzer might handle
discovery disputes, 1st appearance,
bail hearings, or bond revocations.
She also handles a docket for crimes
that happen on both Ft. Riley and
McConnell Bases.
What a Magistrate doesn’t handle
are felony trials, felony sentencing, motions to suppress, summary
judgement or motions for dismissal.
Cases that appear Kansas Federal
Courts are prosecuted by Kansas Atty.
General Barry Grissom and his team.
If you appear before Birzer, you’re
most likely in serious trouble.
Raised by a single mother in
Kansas City, and one of nine siblings,
the odds of become a judge were
heavily weighted against Birzer.
Besides her humble beginnings,
African-American judges are a rare
breed, and African-American Federal
Judges are even rarer. Despite the
odds, the dream of becoming a judge
was a seed that Birzer planted and

quietly nourished since early in her
legal career.
Her legal career didn’t mimic the
typical up and coming judicial path.
She got off to a late start, attending
law school later than most and there
were a lot of ups and downs and a
few hard curves in her career path.
But it all made her a complete, wellrounded and well-prepared judicial
candidates.
After graduating from Wasburn
Law School, Birzer volunteered as
a Public Defender for six months,
before she finally landed a position as
a prosecutor in the Shawnee County
District Attorney’s Office She handled
sex crimes and child abuse cases,
and for a short while handled similar
work for the State Atty. General before
heading back to the DA’s office. She
left the DA”S office to open her
own firm. Birzer calls is a “general
shop,” a firm that handled a little bit
of a lot of things. She handled some
criminal cases, domestic violence,
probate and even a little corporate
work. When the opportunity arose,
she served as judge pro-tem, filling in

for other judges while they were on
vacation.
When her husband Michael Birzer
took a position at Wichita State University, she started over. The only job
she could find was back in the Public
Defender’s Office. That lasted two
years, before she was hired by the
well-respected firm of Hite, Fanning,
& Honeyman, LLP. She flourished
here.
“Next to this one (being a Magistrate) that was my best job. It broadened my professional development
in ways I never thought it would,”
said Birzer. At Hite Fanning, she
handled complex litigation in medical
malpractice cases. In 2006, after five
years at the firm, and one year ahead
of the typical path, Birzer made
partner. The firm partners wholeheartedly supported her application
for the Magistrate position.
The work at Hite Fanning “was
demanding, but it was invigorating,”
said Birzer. “This new job will be
demanding as well, but in a different
way. This time, you’re making decisions that affect people’s lives.” 

Congratulations
to our departing partner
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Gwynne E. Birzer
on her appointment as the United States Magistrate
for the
United States District Court of Kansas
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Community Briefs
Convoy of Hope Community event
inCludes GroCeries and serviCes

CleantHony early CominG to WiCHita
for youtH basketball CliniC
Former WSU Basketball player and current NBA NY Knicks Star
Cleanthony Early is coming to Wichita for a youth basketball clinic
on July 31 from 9 a.m. – Noon at Fast Forward Premier Athletic
Facility, 5260 N. Toler Dr., Bel Aire. The cost is $60 per athlete

Registration online at www.nextlevelhoopsacademy.com.

JULY 28th – 31st | WICHITA KANSAS

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICES
7:30pm | Mt. Olive Tabernacle of Praise Church, 909 N St Paul

•Auto • home • Life • Business

Competitive Rates
Discounts Available

Quality Service
Monthly Payment Plans
24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service

Marsha Ector-Haney
Conference Speaker
Presenter
Panelist
Prayer Buddy
16 Years licensed
Missionary Evangelist

HOY’S
Custom Shop
Apostle David Love
Rehoboth Covenant
Ministries, International:
Kansas City, MO

Overseer Vincent Allen
Agape International
Ministries:
Stratford, VA

Pastor Roderick Houston
Mt. Olive
Tabernacle of Praise:
Wichita, KS

Apostle Wade Moore
Christian Faith Centre
Wichita, KS

DAY & EVENING SESSIONS
Wo r k s h o p s | P o w e r s h o p s
The King and the Governors
The King and His Kingdom | The Governor [5 Fold Ministry]
Strategic Planning for Ministry
Non-Profit 501 (c) 3 | Christian Counseling
The Leader Within

1004 S. TOPEKA 
 1221 N. ASH
1 LOT SOUTH OF 1109 S. MAIN


HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS 

Energy Efficient Homes
$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE
Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.
www.mhrsi.org

A Family Tradition
Since 1959..................
t"VUPCPEZXPSL
t$PMMJTJPOSFQBJS
t&TUJNBUFT

Jack Hoy, Manager
1436 S. Washington
Wichita, KS 67211

316-409-8485
Come See Us in Old Town!
“We want your business”
POWER CDC HOMES
FOR SALE

nEW EVERytHinG! Build your energy efficient home
at Power CDC 3rd Addition with several floor plans to
choose from. Loan Assistance Available through City
of Wichita Servicing Housing Department. You have the
choice of picking your own interior, exterior paint colors,
brick, flooring, light fixtures, and cabinets. DON'T WAIT
ANY LONGER call real estate agent today to see how
you can get approved to build your new home from the
ground up. Vesta Florence 316.871.2796

The CommuniTy VoiCe

Mennonite Housing Realize Your Dreams

Save Your Deductible

|

Registration $10.00 | www.rcmintl.org
Conference Hotel | The DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel

Insurance work?

July 9, 2015

Call 681-1155

Salina

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1-888-347-6252
www.marshaectorhaney.com

saline County
baCk to sCHool fair offerinG
supplies, sCreeninG and fun
The annual Saline County Back to School Fair will
be held Fri.,
July 31, from
Noon to 7 p.m.
at Lakewood
Middle School.
Families are invited to register and pick up school
supplies from noon to 7 p.m. To receive the free
supplies, students must qualify for free or reduced
school lunches. From 4 to 7 p.m., there will be
free activities and games, plus refreshments, K-12
school/sports physicals, dental screenings, dental
fluoride applications, and mental health screenings.
In addition, families who want to give back and

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7 • Wichita, KS 67207
316.685.7700 • soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

Amazing and Annointed

HeiGHts HiGH sCHool reunion
for 69, 70 and 71 in september
A high school reunion featuring the Heights High
School classes of ‘69, ‘70 and ‘71 will be held on
Sept. 11 and 12. For more information, visit one
of two websites to make your payment/reservation. Please view: www.heightshighschoolreunion.
eventbrite.com to pay by credit/debit card or www.
heights.usd259.org to pay by personal/cashier’s
check.

Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency

Community

On Sat., Aug. 1, Convoy of Hope will partner with the Wichita
community to provide more than $1 million worth of goods and
services including: food, health services, haircuts, family portraits,
job services, and a carnival. The event will be held at Bethel Life
Center, 3777 S. Meridian. The gates open at 10 a.m. and the event
will be held rain or shine. This event is open to everyone and no
identification is required.
This year, Convoy of Hope is partnering with the National Breast
Cancer Foundation to provide education, support and early detection services to underserved women and with Plum
Organics who will distribute organic food specifically created for babies, toddlers and school-aged
children.

help others are encouraged to help Stuff the Buss from Aug. 1
-9. Stop by the Salina Walmart, Walgreens, Kmart or Target and
donate school supplies.
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ChurCh

Tabernacle Bible Church

THE CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS
1817 N. Volutsia - Wichita, KS 67214
Church Ofﬁce: (316) 681-3954

MIssIonarY BaPtIst dIstrICt assoCIatIon
hostIng 2nd gosPeL MusIC workshoP

Ministries available for
every member of the family

July 9, 2015

|
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The 2015 Midwest Young Worshippers Conference “Live to Worship,” will
be held Fri., July 24 – Sun., July 26 at Word of Life South Victory Campus, 2020
E. Blake St., Wichita. The conference is open to all youth, teens, young adults,
youth leaders and youth pastors and includes a variety of praise and worship
from youth and leaders from across the city and from surrounding states.
Registration for the conference is $20 per person and includes: a pass to the
Friday Night Teen Jam Concert, the Saturday brunch, classes, the Unplugged
Worship Encounter, and all weekend events. For registration contact Pastor
Jermane C. Milton, MYWC founder/conference host at jslove4god@gmail.com

The members and leaders of Brotherhood Presbyterian Church, 2328 E.
13th St., N., will celebrate the 9th Anniversary of the Senior Pastor Eric E. Williams and Friends and Family Day at their 11 a.m. service on Sun. July 26. Rev.
Willis Hockett will be the guest speaker. The community is invited to attend.

Morning Worship
10:30 AM

h ofﬁce for

Youth, Young Leaders and Youth Pastors InvIted
to MIdwest Young worshIPPers ConferenCe

Brotherhood to CeLeBrate
frIends and faMILY daY

Sunday School
9:00 AM

Men, women, couples, singles, seniors,
young adults, youth and children.

Church Briefs

Lincoln E. Montgomery, Senior Pastor
Annie K. Montgomery, First Lady

The United Missionary Baptist District Association of Kansas presents the 2nd
Annual Gospel Music Workshop Wed., July 15 – Fri., July 17. The workshop
will be held 6 p.m. nightly at Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 220 W. 13th
St. Registration for the workshop is open to youth ages 13 and above and all
adults. The clinician will be Bro. Theodis Bias. Registration is $10 per person.
The concluding workshop musical concert will be held on Sat., July 18, at
Greater Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 1201 S. Market at 6 p.m. 

Jackson Mortuary
Wichita
Burney, Anita, 99, died 7/2/15.
Service is pending

Davis, Connie Reese, 92,died
6/23/15. She was retired. A private
memorial service was held. She is
survived by: sons; Ronald “Ronnie” W.
Davis, Warren “Tony” Davis, Connie R.
Brown, Larry Brown, daughter; Karen
Durley, sisters; Eva Smith and Mary Lee
Davis.
Eldridge, Kathleen Louise, 90, died
6/29/15. She was an administrative
assistant. Service will be held 7/13/15,
noon at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. She
is survived by: sons; Larry Vaughn Huff,
Calvin Elroy Huff, Monty Lynne Eldridge,
daughter; Joan Kay Minor-Grayson and
sister; Ollivette Handcox.
Embray, Harry G., 87, died 6/26/15.
He was a retired Cudahy Company
employee. Service will be held 7/9/15
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. He is
survived by: sister; Bette J. Williams,
son; Michael W. Embray, Steven E.
Embray and daughters; Donna M.
Andrews and Marsha Tyler.

Hughes, Richard Wayne, 63, died
6/23/15. He was a mechanic. Service
will be held 7/11/15, 3 p.m. at Jackson
Mortuary Chapel. He is survived by:
sisters; Joyce A. Wilson, E. Berniece

Reid, Raymond Louis, 72,
died 6/25/15. He was a retired
Southwestern Bell & Cessna Aircraft
employee. Service was held 7/3/15 at
St Mary’s Missionary Baptist Church.
He is survived by: spouse; Jacqueline
“ Jackie” Reid, daughter; Stephanie
Rutledge, son; Jon Reid, brother;
George Clifford Reid, sister; Vera
Carrington, special daughters; Angel
Alexander, Gloria Reid and special son;
Lester Phillips.
Scott, Perkins “Lil Tex”, 81, died
6/18/15. Service was held 6/26/15
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. He is
survived by daughter; Rita Rogers.

White, Marva Lois, 70, died 6/28/15.
She was the chief executive officer of
her home. Service was held 7/2/15
at St. Mark United Methodist Church
S.E.Campus. She is survived by: sons;
Darryl Carr, Victor Carr, Bryant White,
Anthony Keith Carr, James White Jr.
daughters; Dr. Cheryl Carr, Tunja White,
Undrea White-Small, Crystal White,
Yolanda White-Oliver, brothers; Eddie
C. McIntosh, Carlos L. McIntosh, James
McIntosh and sister; Royceann Johnson.
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Topeka

Davis, J.C., passed 7/3/15. Service is
pending.

Cook, Corine, 90, passed 6/25/15. A
graveside service was held 6/30/15 at
Mount Hope Cemetery.

Earnest, Wilma Mae, 90, passed
7/5/15. Service is pending.
Jones, Amber Yvonne, 58, passed
7/3/15. Service is pending.

Sharpnack, Harry, 75, passed
6/26/15. Service is pending.

Jones, Jerry Lynn, 65, passed
6/24/15. A graveside service will be
held 7/10/15, 10 a.m. at Maple Grove
Cemetery.

Spruce, Lynnetta Kay, 58, passed
6/28/15. Service was held 7/7/15 at

Bowser-Johnson

Ransom, Baby Kahlina, newborn,
passed 7/1/15. A private memorial
service is pending.

Topeka

Stevenson, Linda,43, passed 6/23/15.
Service was held 7/3/15 at Evening
Light Church of God and Christ.

Calloway, Judy, 69, passed 7/2/15.
Services will be held on 7/11/15
@12pm at Westside Baptist Church.

For the lowest cost

Biglow Funeral

Whole Life
Final Expense

Wichita

“Burial Policy”

Lopez, Marteo, newborn, passed
6/27/15. Service is pending.

Issue Ages 0-89
Face $1,000 - $35,000

Cliff Cross

Zaabel, Roy Hanilton, 78, passed
7/2/15. A private memorial service will
be held.

call 721-4200

RJ Bethea Funeral
Wichita
Baker, Robert David, 69, passed
7/3/15. Service is pending.
Corron, Hilda C., 93, passed 7/2/15.
Service is pending.
Craig, Tyrone, 56, passed 7/3/15.

Same Faces. New Location
Ask about our affordable burial packages

Funerals • Cremations

Affordable Funeral & Cremation Options
Pre-Need Insurance
Private Viewing Rooms
Dove Releases
Horse and Carriage Hearse

Warm,
Compassionate,
and Professional Services

316-201-1660
615 W. Maple
(Maple and Sycamore)

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

The CommuniTy VoiCe

Howard, George “Bojack” Howard,
66, died 6/20/15. Service was held
6/27/15 at New Testament NonDenominational Church. He is survived
by:
Spouse; Valarie E. Howard, daughters;
Denise R. Roberson, Janice P.
Roberson, Janette P. Plummer, sons; Ira
D. Johnson, Jason E. Johnson, brothers;
Darrell Howard and Chauncey Howard.

Price, Kenneth T., 93, died 6/26/15.
He was a retired Sante Fe Railway Co.
employee. Service was held 7/3/15 at
Grant Chapel AME. He is survived by:
brother; Daniel Price, nieces; Juanita
Smith, Geneva McQuary, nephew; Jeff
Smith, step-daughters; Carolyn Penn,
Elaine Penn-Muotoh step-sons; Bill
Alexander and Fred Penn.

Bowser-Johnson

|

Gordea, Jamie, 52, died 7/12/15.
Service is pending.

Patterson, Nita Marie, 87,
died 6/23/15. She was a beloved
homemaker. Service was held 6/30/15
at North Heights Christian Church. She
is survived by: children; Gary Todd
Jackson, Tanya Loraine Davis, Lewis W.
Jackson Jr., Michelle Janene Bell, and
Neil Lavon Jackson, siblings; Ronald
Brown, Vernal Burton and Daryl Brown.

Walker, Eddie Jean J., 67, died
7/1/15. She was a retired echo tech
at the VA Hospital. Service was held
7/7/15 at Word of Life. She is survived
by: spouse; Carlton Walker, sons;
Chauncey Walker, Brandon Walker,
daughter; Kimberly Washington,
brothers; Robert Lewis, Nelson Edward
Ward, Michael E. Ward, sisters; Odie
Mae Hunt, Mae Lean Darrough, Verdie
Turner, Leola T. Ward-Clayton, Shirley F.
Ward and Rosemary Richard.

Service is pending.

july 9, 2015

Garmon Jr., James “Butch”, 69, died
6/23/15. He was a retired physician’s
assistant. Service was held 6/29/15
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. He is
survived by: sisters; Marcelyn Garmon,
Deborah Garmon, neice; Shawn
Garmon and uncle; Frank E. Johnson.

Jackson- Pete, Linda Nell, 60, died
6/24/15. She was a disabled LPN.
Service was held 7/2/15 at Emmanuel
Church of God In Christ. She is
survived by: spouse; Alvin Pete Jr, sons;
Alvin Pete III, Kinte Pete, daughter;
Chauntreace Johnson, sisters; Stephanie
Bennett, Patricia Jackson, brothers;
Keith Jackson and Bobby Jackson.

Taylor, Alfreda, 65, died 7/1/15. She
was a former machinist at TextronBeech. Service was held 7/8/15 at
St. Mary Missionary Baptist. She is
survived by: son; Bryant K. Bennett,
daughters; Tonya L. Taylor, Katicia A.
Taylor, sisters; Doris Bennett, Brenda
Jackson, Tandra Parker, Kendra Jones,
brothers; Alfred Bennett Jr. and Billy
Bennett.

obituaries

Collins, Azeseria, 6, died 6/30/15.
Service is pending.

Anderson and Angela P. Butler.
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Brinkley Wins National Original Oratory Event

youth

K

enon Brinkley, a 2015 graduate
of Andover High School,
surpassed 248 other competitors
to be named the national champion
in original oratory event at the
2015 National Speech and Debate
Association National Tournament. The
tournament took place June 14-19 in
Dallas. For the original oratory event,
students must write and memorize 10minute persuasive speeches.
The focus of Brinkley’s speech was
the impact of shame in society. He
examined this issue and how it plays
a role in victim blaming in sexual
assaults and police brutality and in
transphobia and the death of Leelah
Alcorn, a transgendered girl whose
suicide attracted national attention.
Brinkley also shared how racism
has affected him. He encouraged his
audience to speak up when being
shamed. The timeliness of Brinkley’s
topic and his willingness to share his
personal story resonated with the
audience.
“I really just wanted to reach people,
and it feels like I did,” said Brinkley.
“What more does anybody want than

to leave an impactful impression
through their expression?”
“I am so proud of the work
that Kenon put in,” said Brinkley’s
coach, James Harris. “He
graduated a month ago and yet
he was driven enough to keep
working to reach his goal.”
In addition to winning the
original oratory national champion
title and trophy, Brinkley received
a $2,000 scholarship from the
Patrick Henry Memorial Auxiliary,
which sponsored the original
oratory event.
Brinkley qualified for the
national tournament in 2013, 2014
and 2015. In 2014, he made it to
Kenon Brinkley, a often requested orator at local
events recently won a national oratory contest.
the semifinal round and placed
He’s the irst person to ever win the prize from the
10th overall. He also won the
Wichita area.
KSHSAA 5A state championship
this year and last year. He was also
Emmy Award winning actress Shelly
second in impromptu speaking at
Long and Tony award nominated actor
state this year.
Josh Gad.
Although Brinkley is the fourth
Brinkley has been offered a
original oratory national champion
scholarship to attend Western Kentucky
from Kansas, he is the first person
University and compete on the
from the Wichita area to win the event.
university forensics team. 
Past winners of this event include

Atkinson Sisters Compete in National Gymnastics Meet
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K

eniah Rose Atkinson, 13, and her
younger sister Journey Cheyenne,
11, were chosen to represent the
East YMCA at the organization’s National
Gymnastics Tournament held in Wichita
last month. The event attracted more
than 1200 gymnasts from 18 states.
Both girls have been a part of
the East Y’s gymnastics team for
two years, with both accumulating
numerous metals from local and
state competitions. However, it was
a particular honor to be selected to
represent their branch at the national
competition.
At national, the competition is based
on skill level, and sadly, the sisters
were assigned to the same skill level
and forced to compete against each
other. While Keniah showed well, it
was the younger sister who placed.
Journey earned 3rd place in the floor
competition and 5th on the balance
beam.
Outside of gymnastics, the young
ladies live a busy but well-rounded
life. Kenia, the quiet and soft spoken

one, plays the viola and made All-City
orchestra this school year. Journey,
who will join her sister in middle
school next year. She is the rough and
tumble child who enjoys playing sports,
reading and helping out in the kitchen.
The sisters are the daughters of
Kenneth and DeAnna Atkinson.
The girls are among a small number
of African-American girls involved in
gymnastics in
Wichita.
“All that is
required is the
desire and drive
and any young
girl or boy can
get involved,
have fun and
excel,” wrote
their proud
grandmother
Belinda Smith,
who submitted
their story to us.
“Go get it girls,
and much love.” 

Sisters Journey (L) and Keniah Atkinson were invited to
compete in the YMCA’s National Gymnastic Tournament
representing the East Wichita
YMCA Flyers. Sadly, the
girls were placed in the same
division and had to compete
against each other. But
much excitement was shared
by the duo, and their family,
when Journey inished third
in the loor competition and
ith on the balance beam.

Young Faces
NIa TolberT Named mIdwesT mIss elk
In a competition that feted contestants from across the
Midwest Region, Nia Tolbert was named Miss Elks at the
regional meeting of the
Improved Benevolent
and Protective Order of
Elks of the World. (The
Elks) early last month.
At the competition held
in Des Moines Iowa, the
contestants competed in
talents, interview skills and
sense of style competitions.
Tolbert will be a senior
in the fall at Wichita
Collegiate High School,
where she is a threeyear letterwoman in
basketball. Bilingual, she
is also an active member
of the school’s Spanish and
forensics clubs. Tolbert is
the granddaughter of Pat
Brown.

Nya sImoN To represeNT kaNsas
IN NaTIoNal pageaNT
Nya Joy Simon will head off to Virginia Beach, VA July 2025 to compete as Miss Kansas for the title of International
Junior Miss Preteen. This is Nya’s third win of a pageant on a
statewide level. Last year,
she was crowned as Miss
Kansas Junior High School
America in a different
competitive pageant system.
Nya is such a well spoken,
smart and talented young
lady, that the e region
directors in the International
Junior Miss Pageant are
using her recorded interview
competition to teach a
workshop to other pageant
queens preparing for
national.
In addition to the
interview competition
that allows the judges
to personally speak with each delegate about their
accomplishments and future goals, the contestants compete in
talent, spokes model, evening gown and sense of style fashion
segment.
Pageant competition is expensive, so Nya and her family are
soliciting donations to help with her expenses. When so often
extra attention is given to youth who are not doing well, it is
still important to encourage and support children who are
doing well. If you would like to show your financial support
for Nya, contributions can be made online at nyajoysimon@
gofundeme.com/ijmks.
Nya is the daughter of Patrick and Nollana Simon. 

more. This free event is from 2-4 p.m. at the museum.

20 Wing Off

16

25 Create Campaign Kick Off Event

ik-Shun the winner of Season 10 of So Youth Think
You can Dance, is teaming up with the Boys & Girls
Clubs of South Central Kansas for a special youth dance
class and performance in Wichita on Sat., Aug. 1.

JULY 11

Ladies Night Out Sponsored by Go Red for
Women, from 4 – 7:30 p.m.at the Double Tree by Hilton.
Enjoy interactive learning stations, exhibit booths, purseonality silent auction, dinner and a program. To purchase
tickets contact Tammy Metzger at 768-3837. Keynote
presenter will be workout queen Eliz Greene, who turned
her life around after having a heart attack at age 35. Laugh
and learn as Eliz shares her struggles to regain her health,
lose the 80 pounds gained during pregnancy, and maintain
her sanity while raising twin girls.

18 Rising Scholars Spelling Bee For youth 4-17 years
old, at the Boys and Girls Club, 2400 N. Opportunity Drive.
Registration begins at 8 a.m. and practice rounds begin at 9
a.m. This event is free with both breakfast and lunch served.
Cash awards will be given to the top spellers in different age
categories. Sheets with age-specific practice spelling words
are available at the Boys and Girls Club during regular operating hours. Call 300-0801 for additional details.
18 Summer Birthday Bash Help the Wichita Art Museum celebrate its 80th birthday with ice cream, live music
by the WSU Steel Drum band, a community art project, and

It will be settled – Who has the best wings
in town? From 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Shadyway Plaza. $5
ticket gets you all the wings your plate can hold. For vendor
information call Pam at 267-2500.
Engaging the
African-American community in entrepreneurship, Wichita
State University Rhatigan Student Center. From 10 a.m. – 1
p.m. with check-in beginning at 9:30 a.m. For businesses
at all levels – start up, upstarts and those ready to grow. Includes appropriate level break-out workshops and a whole
group social media workshop. Register online at www.
cmlcollective.com or by calling Christina Long 371-8145.
Sponsored by the Entrepreneurship Task Force, affiliated
with the Greater Wichita Partnership and the Wichita Chamber of Commerce.

AUGUST 1 Fik-Shun Dance Camp and Performance The “So You Think You Can Dance” winner
will teach a dance camp for youth ages K-12 and college
students from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m., practice for the evening
performance for selected youth from 2 – 4 p.m., autograph
session from 5 – 5:45 p.m. and evening performance
from 6 – 9 p.m. Dance camp registration is $10 for Boys
and Girls Club Members, $25 in advance and $35 at the
door. Parents can attend and watch for $10. The evening
performance is $10 for Boys and Girls Club Members, $25

in advance and $35 at the door.

REGIONAL CALENDAR
Main to Carey Park. Picnic in the park at the Home Builders
pavilion begins at noon. Dance, at the Fairgrounds with disc
jockey. Admission is $10/person or $18/couple.
2 - Gospel Concert followed by an ice cream social at
Hutchinson Community College Stringer Fine Arts center.
Begins at 3 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDS

ٻگکڠڨگڭڜګڠ ٻڟٻ
گکڠڠڞ
ڨگڤ
ڭڠڧڪڱڪ
ڟکڜ
ڭڜګ
ڧڪڠڟٻ
ګٻڠڞڤ
ګٻڭ
ڠڱڪڟکڜ

AUG 14

Public Service
Excellence
Through
Compassion,
Public Service Excellence
Through Compassion,
Integrity
and Commitment!

Integrity and Commitment!

Police
Ofﬁcer
Position
The Andover
Police Department is currently seeking profesĔđĎĈĊċċĎĈĊėĔĘĎęĎĔē
sional, highly motivated, problem solving & community
  
oriented
individuals for a full-time Police Ofﬁcer position.
ǡǡƬ

AUGUST 15

ĔđĎĈĊċċĎĈĊėĔĘĎęĎĔē


The Andover
Police Deparment is an Equal Opportunity Employer
Ǧ ϐ Ǥ


�
�
� 
� ��
• For a description� of the duties,� responsibilities,
requisite skills, educational level
�
ǡǡƬ
and other minimum qualiﬁcations and requirements, visit www.hrepartners.com

• 
Applications
and
resumes should be submitted through www.hrepartners.com
ǡǡǡ 
ǡǤǤ
 
Ǧ
ϐ Ǥ
•ϐ
For more information
about the department,
visit www.andoverks.com

x
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U.S. Attorney’s Kansas Civil Rights
Symposium 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Brown v Board of Education
National Historic Site, 1515 SE Monroe, Topeka. Space for
this free event is limited to 100 participants so register early.
Registration forms can be downloaded at http://trncal.kletc.
net/RegForms/RegForm2008.pdf[external link]. For more
information contact Heather at 620-694-1537.

Johnson County NAACP Freedom
Fund Dinner 6:30 – 9 p.m. at the Ritz Charles in Overland
Park, 9000 W. 137th St. The keynote speaker will be Dr.
Cynthia “Mama J” Johnson, an educator, author, entrepreneur and an advocate on behalf of children and those who
work with children. Tickets are $65/person. For tickets,
contact Arthenaee@yahoo.com, or nejcnaacp@sbcglobal.
net or call (816) 756-9241. 

For Sale Cemetery Plots,
double crypt Opening /
closing. Contact Shirley at
316-806-2968.

|

JULY 31- AUG 2 126th Emancipation Proclamation Celebration Hutchinson’s Celebration is a junior
to the one in Niccodemus but still offers a great weekend
full of fun and most of it is free, unless otherwise specified.
31 - Jazz in the Park Featuring Gerald Dun and KC Jazz Hall
of Fame band, 7:30 p.m. in Ave A Park, downtown
1 - Includes a 3-0n-3 basketball tournament at 7:30 a.m. at
501 S. Main. (Register at the same address.. The parade
begins at 10 a.m., at 12th and Main and proceeds down

Fik-Shun, whose real name is Du-shant Stegall, is a Wichita native
who grew up spending his summers at the Club. This fundraising event
is an opportunity for the rising young star to give back to the facility that
helped get him started on the right path.
The camp is open to youth from K-12 and for college students with a
valid college ID, and begins at 8 a.m. and continues through 1:30 p.m.
After lunch, included in the registration, participants can audition for a
spot in the Boys and Girls Clubs fall dance program and for an opportunity to perform on stage with Fik-shun that evening. Those selected for
the team, must be prepared to stay for rehearsal from 2 – 4 p.m.
The evening’s activities begin with autographs and photos with
Fik-Shun from 5 – 6 p.m. The dance
performance featuring Fikshun is from 6 – 9 p.m. All
activities will take place at
the Boys & Girls Clubs on 21st
and Opportunity Drive.
The camp cost is $10 for Boys and
Girls Club members, $25 in advance
for all others and $35 at the door.
Parents can stay and watch
the morning camp
for $10. Tickets to
Fik-shun’s evening
performance are $10
for members of the club,
$25 for the general public

and $35 at the door.

JULY 9, 2015

JULY 30 - AUG 2 137th Niccodemus Homecoming/Emancipation Proclamation Celebration This
event celebrates the abolishment of slavery in the United
States. It also celebrates Nicodemus, an all-Black town in
Northwest Kansas. All activities are centered around the
Niccodemus Historical Site. A few highlights of the planned
weekend activities include:
30 - Evening meet and greet
31 - Kids games and evening dance
1 - 5K run, pancake breakfast, fashion show, Gospel music
extravaganza and concluding day dance
2 - Church service and community dinner
Admission for the weekend is $5 for kids, $10 for adults.

F

CALENDAR

Unity Day in McAdams Park 10 a.m. –
2 p.m. Fun, games and free food. Co-sponsored by the
Southwestern District Assoc., Urban League of Kansas,
NAACP Wichita, Neighborhood Affordable Housing Services,
Tabernacle Bible church and The Kansas African American
Museum.

TV Dance Show Winner 15
To Teach and Perform

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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We make finding the right Internet
solution for you personal.

Let’s talk.
Call 866-440-9560 and get Cox Business Internet60 10 for $54.99/mo.
for the first 3 months with a 3-year agreement*.

The CommuniTy VoiCe

|

June 25, 2015

We create a custom Internet solution by connecting with your business ﬁrst.

*Offer ends 8/30/15. Available to new customers of Cox Business InternetSM 10 (max. 10/2 Mbps) in Cox-wired, serviceable locations. Prices based on 3-year service term. Monthly service fee increases to $74.99 for months 4-36. Price
includes monthly service fee but excludes additional equipment, installation, taxes, and fees, unless indicated. Speeds not guaranteed; actual speeds vary. Rates and bandwidth options vary and are subject to change. Discounts are not
valid in combination with or in addition to other promotions, and cannot be applied to any other Cox account. Services not available in all areas. Other restrictions apply. ©2015 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

