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PhoToS: 
1. more than 100 walkers and on-
lookers joined in the for the walk 
and Lunch.  
2.  denise Colborn, the keynote 
speaker for the event; Bonita 
Gooch, editor-in-chief of The Com-
munity Voice, and roz hutchinson, 
Communication & Public relations 
director, Via Christi health, inc. 
3.  Celebrating the completion of 
the 1.5 mile walk are:  (L-r)Lee 
Jones, nisha Jackson and alex 
Lee.  
4.  walkers enjoy the pre-walk 
Zumba warm up lead by keynote 
speaker denise Colborn.  
5.  Crystal aluko and Lai-L daugh-
erty are happy walkers.    
6.  Can you walk and talk? yes, it’s 
the ultimate in casual walking.  
7.  They’re off and walking.  while 
the event has been a predomi-
nately female event, this year the 
event attracted a large number of 
males, plust partipants of all ages 
and races.  
8.  Janet diggs and angie Franklin 
enjoy the lunch and program that 
followed the walk.  
9.  it was a family for many, with 
this mother and daughter team 
both completing the walk and 
gaining much needed information 
about being heart healthy.

T
his fifth year, the Camellia 
Gooch Lee Heart of the Matter 
event had a new “walk.”  The 

event, held on Sat., April 25 at the 
Kansas African American attracted 
more than 100 attendees for a heart 
health walk, lunch and educational 
session.  

The popular heart health event 
has always encouraged those in 
attendance to “get up and get mov-
ing,” but  this year, participants put 
the words into action as they walked 
the 1.5 mile African American 
Cultural Walking path in downtown 
Wichita.  

After the walk, participants 
enjoyed a heart healthy lunch pre-
pared by The Taste of Philadelphia 
Restaurant. Exercise hero Denise 
Colburn led the group in a pre-walk 
warm-up and returned to give a 
moving keynote address about how 
heart disease has personally impact 
on her life.  

The Camellia Gooch Lee event is 
co-sponsored by The Community 
Voice, The American Heart Associa-
tion and Via Christi Health.  It is 
named after the sister of The Com-
munity Voice editor Bonita Gooch 
– Camellia Gooch Lee – who died of 
heart disease at age 60. 

12 3

This Year “Heart of the Matter” Gets Walking 
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Photos by Bonita Gooch
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NEWLYWEDS: 

Let us feature 

your wedding 

in our 2015 

wedding issue. 

• Big
• Small 
• Indoor 
• Outdoor, 
• Nontraditional 
• Traditional 

Your wedding must be between June 2014 and June 2015

Submit your wedding photos and information online at 

www.voiceitwichita.com 
Deadline May 31, 2015  

You� Special Day
 in Ou� Wedding Isue  

We’re looking for all
kinds of Weddings



A
rchitect Charles McAfee will 
be featured on KMUW, Wichita 
Public Radio 89.1 FM, on May 

20.  The station is launching a series 
on local entrepreneurs, starting with 
one of our city’s most enduring and 
resilient architects.

McAfee had no doubt about his 
talent, and he believed that his ability 
would transcend the prejudice of the 
day. The bias he encountered did not 
stop him from pursuing his dreams. 
Listen to the story of McAfee’s incred-
ible tenacity and success, told by 

KMUW News Director, Aileen LeBlanc. 
The story about the dynamic architect 
will air Wednesday, May 20th on 
89.1fm.  Plus, witness a short film to 
accompany the feature, which will be 
displayed on KMUW.org.

“Wichita has been a center for 
entrepreneurship from its earliest 
days,” says Dr. Jay Price, chair of 
the department of history at Wichita 
State University. The city has seen the 
creation and growth of a remarkable 
range of businesses, from the cattle 
trade to the development of aviation 

and small 
businesses. 
Whether 
these en-
trepreneurs 
launched 
national 
companies 
or founded 
local estab-
lishments, 
they left a legacy because of their 
willingness to take risks, stand out, 
and try something new.”

KMUW Series Begins with McAfee May 20

McAfee

I 
don't have the words 
to express my ap-
preciation for the 

support of family, friends, 
associates and love ones. 
What a glorious two days 
of Celebration the local/
jurisdictional service and 
the National Celebra-
tion!!! I shall never forget 
the last two days. Pastor 
Junius Dotson. thank 
you for being a true 
brother and friend. To 
my presiding Bishop C. 
E. Blake who preached 
powerfully and lifted my spirit. 
To all those who traveled from 

all over this country. The General 
Board of the Church of God in 

Christ thank you for coming 
to honor my dad. For every 
card, condolence, resolu-
tion, phone call, text, email, 
etc. What can I say about the 
many delectable meals? I feel 
so relieved knowing that dad 
went home in the fashion of 
the King that he was! Thank 
You, Thank You, Thank You, 
I love and appreciate every-
one of you! I am missing my 
dad, but I will do all I can to 
build upon the foundation 
he established. 

To God be the Glory!!!
        Bishop Mark Gilkey 

Message From Bishop Mark Gilkey to The Community

The Right Reverend 
Joseph Cisro Gilkey, Sr. 
June 14, 1932 - May 3, 2015  

A Camp For Teens We Haven’t Covered  

W
e covered summer camps and 
activities in our April 9 issue, 
but we were disappointed that 

there were so few activities for teens.  
So, when we heard about this pro-
gram, we wanted to get the word out. 

Camp Destination Innovation is a 
three-week camp sponsored by the Ur-
ban League of Kansas.  The camp runs 
June 9-25 and it’s for 8th - 12th grade 
students.  The camp exposes teens to 
careers outside traditional roles.  

Each week is themed:  

Week one -- Aviation
Week  -- Health and Fitness 
Week 3  -- Tech Week   Pro-

fessionals will teach the camp 
participants to code,  create and 
design computer Apps.  

The best thing about this camp 
is the cost; it’s just $15 for all 
three weeks. The bad news:  space 
is severely limited.  To enroll, call 
immediately:  262-2473 or email 
matkins@kansasul.org for an 
application.  

        Class of 
Congratulations!2015
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www.mhrsi.org

$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE  

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESSEnergy Efficient Homes

1221 N. ASH                             1004 S. TOPEKA 

             1 LOT SOUTH OF 1109 S. MAIN

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.

 
 

JE Dunn Construction is currently seeking bids from quali-

ied subcontractors and suppliers for the Wesley Medical Center 

– PiCU and Pediatric renovations construction project. Wichita 
and surrounding area businesses are invited to attend a Pre-Con-

struction Meet & Greet to learn more about opportunities associ-
ated with this upcoming project.

JE Dunn Construction and HCA/Wesley Medical Center 

are strongly committed to the development and implementation 
of initiatives which promote the inclusion of local, minority and 
women-owned businesses.

What: This project will consist of approximately 64,115 square 
feet of demolition and renovation. Renovation will include demoli-

tion of the existing 5th Floor PICU, Pediatrics, and Lab depart-
ments and relocation of the Lab to the ground loor. Also included 

in the project will be the main lobby renovations. Additionally,
there will be major exterior skin and canopy upgrades to the West 

Elevation.

When:   Wednesday, May 20, 2015

  5:30pm – 7:30pm (CST)

Where:  HCA Wesley Medical Center – Cessna Room

Bid Packages Including:

Final Cleaning • Fencing • Demolition • Concrete • Masonry 
•Structural & Misc. Steel • Carpentry • Simulated Stone • Water-

prooing/Expansion • Joints • Joints/Sealants • EIFS • Firestopping 
• TPO Rooing • Metal Panel System • Doors/Frames/Hardware 

• Glass & Glazing • Drywall/Acoustical • Moisture Mitigation • 
Flooring (Hard Tile, Carpet, Resilient) • Paint/VWC • Specialties 
• Signage • Casework/Millwork • Mechanical • Pneumatic Tube • 

Fire Suppression • Plumbing • Electrical • Structured Cabling • Fire 
Alarm • Test & Balance

For information regarding the bid packages for this project contact:
Chad Perry, Sr. Estimator at (615) 620-3100 or 

Email: chad.perry@jedunn.com
Joshua Rhodes, Senior Project Manager at (615) 620-3110 or 

Email: joshua.rhodes@jedunn.com
Jordan Reed, Project Manager at (615) 620-3130 or 

Email: jordan.reed@jedunn.com

additional information regarding the Meet & greet contact:

Danielle Stewart at (615) 620-3111

email: danielle.stewart@jedunn.com

or

Donna Wright, MPMSDC at (316) 303-1703

email: donna@mpmsdc.org

Minority Business Opportunity

Meet and Greet

Wednesday, May 20, 2015 @ 5:30pm
HCA Wesley Medical Center - Cessna Room

T
he votes are in! The Women 
on 20s campaign, which 
seeks to put a female face on 

the $20 bill, has announced a win-
ner: Harriet Tubman, the escaped 
slave whose ingenuity and courage 
led other captives to freedom.

The campaign started earlier this 
year and has since inspired bills in 
the House and the Senate. Tubman, 
an abolitionist who is remembered 
most for her role as a conductor in 
the "Underground Railroad," was 
one of four finalists selected.

The other three finalists were 
former first lady and human rights 
activist Eleanor Roosevelt; civil 
rights figure Rosa Parks; and Wilma 
Mankiller, the first female chief of 
the Cherokee Nation. 

Tubman's appearance on the $20 
bill would have a special historical 
resonance; that's the same amount 
she eventually received from the 
U.S. government as her monthly 
pension for her service as a nurse, 
scout, cook and spy during the Civil 
War, as well as for her status as the 

widow of a 
veteran.

"Presi-
dent 
Obama al-
ready has 
publicly 
expressed 
an interest 
in featur-
ing more 
women 
on our 
money. 
With at least 100,000 votes, we can 
get the President's ear. That's how 
many names it takes to petition the 
White House for executive action. 
We went way beyond that with well 
over a half a million votes backed 
by names and email addresses,” the 
group says.

In a July speech last year in 
Kansas City, the President said, "Last 
week, a young girl wrote to ask me 
why aren't  there any women on our 
currency and then she gave me like 
a long list of possible women to put 

on our dollar bills and quarters and 
stuff -- which I thought was a pretty 
good idea."

At this time, Andrew Jackson 
appears on the bill at the discre-
tion of the secretary of the Treasury 
Department. The department's own 
records "do not reveal the reason 
that portraits of these particular 
statesmen were chosen in prefer-
ence to those of other persons 
of equal importance and promi-
nence," according to one of its 
official websites.

Harriet Tubman on the $20 Bill?

N
ational graduation rates 
reached a record high of 
81.4%, in part due to the 

increase of graduation rates among 
minority and low-income students. 

From 2011-2013 the rate of 
graduation among African American 
students has risen 3.7 percentage 
points and Latino student rates have 
increased 4.2%. This increase has 
allowed Black and Latino students 
to start closing the graduation rate 
gap with their White peers.

A reason for this improvement 
is the decline in the number of 
high schools with low graduation 
rates that are often referred to as 
"dropout factories." The share of 
African-American and Latino stu-
dents attending schools that carried 
that label has dropped below 20% 
and 15% respectively.

New data and analysis in the 
report shows that the graduation 
rate for low-income students over 
the past three years has increased. 

However, there still is a 15% gap 
between them and middle and high 
income students nationally.

GradNation, a campaign by 
America's Promise Alliance, was 
launched in 2010 to focus individu-
als, organizations and communities 
on decreasing dropout rates. They 
adopted a goal of raising the na-
tional average on-time high school 
graduation rate to 90% by 2020.

The report states the U.S. is on 
track to reach that goal.

Graduation Rates Increase among Minority Students
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Big Al Holmes
CERTIFIED PREMIUM SPECIALIST

WWW.MIDWESTKIA.COMKELLOGG & TYLER    

Mon - Sat 
10:30 AM - 8 PM
Tuesdays by appointment only

#1 KIA SALESMAN IN MIDWEST 
12 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Cell:  (316) 641-4210  
email:  albkash50@icloud.com  

Stop by and congratulate Him!!

Drawing for a flat screen T.V. 
Each week in May
(Winners posted on Facebook weekly.) 

•New & Pre-owned 
•All Makes & Models
•Good Credit or Bad 

(No purchase necessary to win.)

A
dd Kansas to the list of states 
that have been warned by the 
Obama administration that 

failing to expand Medicaid under the 
Affordable Care Act could jeopardize 
special funding to pay hospitals and 
doctors for treating the poor.

The Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services confirmed that 
it gave officials in Kansas the same 
message delivered to Tennessee,Texas 
and Florida about the risk to funding 
for so-called “uncompensated care 
pools” — Medicaid money that helps 
pay the cost of care for the uninsured.

The letter to Florida officials last 
week drew the ire of Republican 
Gov. Rick Scott who said the federal 

government should not link the $1.3 
billion in uncompensated care fund-
ing with the state’s decision not to 
expand Medicaid. He has threatened a 
lawsuit against the Obama administra-
tion if it cuts off the funding, which is 
set to expire June 30.

Vikki Wachino, acting director of 
the Center For Medicaid and CHIP 
Services, said expanding Medicaid 
coverage is a better way to help 
residents get access to health care 
than an “overreliance on supplemen-
tal payments” to providers through a 
program called the Low Income Pool, 
or LIP.  “Medicaid expansion would 
reduce uncompensated care in the 
state, and therefore have an impact 

on the [Low-Income Pool], which 
is why the state’s expansion status is 
an important consideration in our 
approach regarding extending the LIP 
beyond June,” she wrote.

CMS spokesman Aaron Albright 
said Tuesday the Obama administra-
tion wants to apply similar principles 
to all the states that receive such fund-
ing, whether or not they expanded 
Medicaid.

“We’ve been in contact with those 
states that have uncompensated care 
pools and reiterated that we look 
forward to an ongoing dialogue to 
develop a solution that works for 
patients, hospitals and the taxpayer,” 
he said. “We told states that our letter 

Feds Warn Kansas, Expand Medicaid or Risk Hospital Funds 
to Florida articulates key principles CMS 
will use in considering proposals regard-
ing uncompensated care pool programs 
in their states, but that discussions with 
each state will also take into account 
state-specific circumstances.”

Each state has negotiated its own 
program with the federal government to 

pay providers for treating the uninsured. 
But the programs differ in scope, funding 
and length of time remaining.

Kansas received about $45 million 
this year in federal funding for the state’s 
uncompensated care program, which 
began in 2013 and is slated to continue 
through 2017.

m
ore than two-thirds of Kansas voters support 
the proposed expansion of the state’s medicaid 
program, KanCare, which will cover 160,000 

individuals with an income up to 138% of the federal 
poverty level. an april statewide public opinion poll shows 
that majorities across all political parties favor KanCare 

expansion. Fifty-eight percent (58%) of Republicans favor 
expansion.  There also is a high overall level of support 
for KanCare expansion among independents (77%) 
and Democrats (87%) knowing that KanCare expansion 
would bring more than $2.2 billion in federal dollars to 
Kansas over the next three years.

Two-Thirds of Kansas Voters Support Expansion of Medicaid in states that did not expand medicaid, there is a large gap in coverage, leav-
ing millions of low-inocme adults across the country with no affordable options 
for health care.  in Kansas, 160,000 people fall in this gap.  a recent poll shows 
a majority of Kansans, across all demographic groups, support expansion, but 
the Kansas Legislature still hasn’t acted to expanded medicaid, despite Federal 
inancial support for the program. 

now, the Feds are threatening to cut funding for other programs to fund the 
costs of treating the uninsured, if the legislature doesn’t expand medicaid.   

The Medicaid Expansion Gap 



h
e
a
l
t
h

T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
u

n
iT

y
 V

o
iC

e
   

|  
 m

a
y

 1
4,

 2
01

5

6

Fast & Convenient Service 

Easy Prescription Transfer 

Free Consultation Services 

Competitive Pricing 

Free Drug Utilization Review 

Friendly & Respectful Staff 

Free Delivery
Monday-Friday
(all day long)

NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY

21ST AND GROVE 

Neighborhood
PHARMACY

2251 E. 21st St. N.    Wichita
                                         665-4427Grove & 21st St. 

HOURS: 
Mon – Fri. 
9:30  a.m. – 7 p.m.  
Sat. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

We accept most insurance

MENTION THIS AD FOR 
A CHANCE TO WIN 
$500 GIFT CARD!

Visit to the Doctor  
Start the Year Off with a

Well & Sick Care 

Adult, Child & Sports Physicals 

Child Vaccines & STD Testing 

Free HIV Testing 

EDW Program 

DENTAL SERVICES:MEDICAL SERVICES: COUNSELING SERVICES:

Emergency Services 

Fillings & Sealants

Dentures, Crowns, & Root Canals 

X-rays & Cleanings 

Flouride Treatments   

Neuropsychological Testing 

Dementia Assessments 

General Assessment of 
Cognitive Functioning 

Depression 

Anxiety 

Problems with Self-esteem 

Adjustment Problems 

Trauma

Behavior Problems with 
Children and AdolescentsE.C. Tyree

HEALTH & DENTAL      CLINIC 

www.tyreeclinic.com

Clinic Hours: 
M-Th 9a.m. - 7p.m. 

Fri-Sat. 9a.m. - 1p.m. 
Find us on 
Facebook

 We accept most commercial insurance, Medicaid, and Medicare.  Sliding fee scale options available for no insuance.  

TAKING CARE OF THE WHOLE PERSON:  

MIND, BODY & SPIRIT  

E.C. Tyree
1525 N. Lorraine 

(Lower level of Saint Mark UMC) 
316-681-2545

E
very year, more than 
795,000 people in the United 
States have a stroke. It is 

the fifth leading cause of death for 
Americans, but the risk of having 
a stroke varies with race and 
ethnicity. 

According to the American 
Heart Association, the burden of 
stroke is greater among African 
Americans than in any other 
group. In fact, not only do Blacks 
have almost twice the risk of first 
time stroke compared with Whites, 
but Blacks 35-54 years old have 
four times the relative risk for 
stroke.

A stroke occurs when the blood 
supply to the brain is suddenly 
interrupted. Because of the fast 
onset nature of strokes, and the 
need for immediate attention, they 
are often called brain attacks.

The effects of a stroke depends 
on which part of the brain is 

injured and the severity of the 
injury. Strokes may cause sudden 
weakness, loss of sensation, or 
difficulty with speaking, seeing, or 
walking.

Risk factors for strokes include 
smoking, lack of exercise and high 
blood pressure. It is advised to 
maintain a blood pressure level 
below 140/90 to avoid stroke. 
Other risks include having elevated 
blood glucose levels of more than 
7 if you are a diagnosed diabetic, 
or 5.7 if not; as well as having LDL 
cholesterol below 100 without 
other risk factors, or less than 70 
with additional risk factors.

Sometimes people with stroke 
develop a headache, but stroke 
can also be completely painless. 
It is important to recognize the 
warning signs (see F.A.S.T. signs 
in box) of stroke and to get 
immediate medical attention if they 
occur.

M
ay is American Stroke 
Month; however, few women 
know that stroke is the third 

leading cause of death for women and 
the leading cause of disability in the 
United States.  Women face unique 
risk factors and should keep their 
eyes open for some of the subtler, 
gender-specific signs of a stroke.

A national Survey from Ohio State 
University's Wexner Medical Center 
found that out of 1,000 women, only 
11% could identify female-specific 
stroke risks including pregnancy, 
migraine headaches, use 
of birth control pills, and 
autoimmune diseases 
such as lupus.

"Women have thought 
of stroke as a man's 
disease and have not 
really been as proactive 
in understanding their 
risk for stroke," said Dr. 
Diana Greene-Chandos, a 
neurologist and director 
of neuroscience critical 

care at Wexner.
Most risk factors are the same for 

women and men with the exception 
of female hormones. The hormone 
estrogen causes the blood to clot 
more. Giving birth, taking birth 
control pills or hormone replacement 
therapy medications can cause 
high levels of estrogen in the body 
increasing the risk of stroke. 

Although you can’t control all of 
your risk factors for stroke, you can 
take steps to prevent stroke and its 
complications.

For stroke patients, every 
second counts.

Be a Stroke Hero 
learn how to identify 

a stroke by acting 

F.A.S.T.

F – Face Dropping: 
Does one side of the face 

droop or is it numb? Ask the 
person to smile.

A – Arm Weakness: 
Is one arm weak or numb? 

Ask the person to raise both 
arms. Does one arm drift 

downward?

S – Speech Difficulty: 
Is speech slurred, are they 

unable to speak, or are they 
hard to understand? Ask the 

person to repeat a simple 
sentence. Is the sentence 

repeated correctly?

T – Time to call 9-1-1: 
If the person shows any 
of these symptoms, even 
if the symptoms go away, 
call 9-1-1 and head to the 

hospital immediately.

Get the Facts on Stroke  

May is Stroke Awareness Month Strange and Overlooked 
Signs of Stroke in Women








Y
ou may say Kerry Gooch comes by 
politics naturally.  The grandson of 
former KS Sen. Rip Gooch, Kerry grew 

up in and around politics.  But his grand-
father says, he almost followed the other 
family business, aviation.  Gooch, the newly 
appointed executive director of the Kansas 
Democratic Party majored in Political Sci-
ence at Kansas State University, but he initially 
started out pursuing a degree in aviation.  

His grandfather Rip is an accomplished 
aviator with more than 70 years flying experi-
ence and his father, Kerry Gooch, Sr., was 

also an accomplished pilot who earned his 
Master’s Degree in Aviation Management.  
Somewhere between his first and second 
full year in college, politics won out and the 
Kansas Democratic Leadership is pleased 
with his decision. 

“Kerry has the experience and leadership 
qualities that will help the Kansas Democratic 
Party grow on the local level and elect more 
Democrats across our great state,” said Larry 
Meeker, State Party Chairman. 

The Democratic leadership team has a lot 
of faith in Gooch, who has served for the past 

two years as the party’s political director.  His 
appointment as executive director at age 24, 
makes him one of the youngest Executive 
Directors for a statewide Democratic Party.  
His promotion comes after former Executive 
Director Jason Perkey departed to serve as 
the Executive Director the South Carolina 
Democratic Party

“I am thrilled to continue the hard work 
that hundreds of volunteers, labor organiza-
tion, progressive allies, donors and staff put 
in this last election cycle,” said Kerry.  “I 
want to thank Chairman Larry Meeker and 

all Kansas Democrats for this opportunity. I 
look forward to continuing the growth and 
momentum of the Kansas Democratic Party 
as we move into 2016.”

Part of Kerry’s plan to grow the party 
includes “attracting and retaining talented 
young people.”

The first person Kerry says he called with 
the exciting news of his selection was his 
grandfather.  

“I’m particularly proud of him and 
know his father, who was a 2nd Lieuten-
ant in the Army Reserves when he died, 

would be particularly proud of this fine 
upstanding young man that he never had an 
opportunity to know.” said Rip.  

Kerry, Sr, died in 1990, just months before 
Kerry, Jr. was born. 

L  
arry Burks, Sr., is getting an early 
start on the competition by an-
nouncing 

his run for the 
District One Seat 
on the Wichita 
City Council, 
nearly two years 
in advance.  The 
seat is currently 
occupied by 
Lavonta Wil-

liams, who cannot seek reelection due 
to term limits.   

Burks is an active member of 
the community, having served in 
numerous leadership positions.  He 
is currently 1st Vice-president of the 
Wichita Branch NAACP, and he is the 
past president of the Greater Wichita 
Pan Hellenic Council.  An active 
member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Inc., Burks has served in numer-
ous leadership positions within the 

fraternity, the highest of which was as 
Eighth District Representative a position 
that gave him executive responsibility 
for the fraternity over an eight state 
area.  

Burks is a born leader.  At Jackson 
State University, he was elected vice-
president of the Student Body and he 
went on to complete a distinguished 
military career, rising to the rank of 
Army Lieutenant Colonel, before retiring 
in 1995.  During his military career, he 

received numerous awards and decora-
tions including the Bronze Star Medal 
with Valor.  

After retirement, Burks moved to 
Wichita, the hometown of his wife, the 
former Danya Jones.  The couple has 
three children and they currently attend 
Saint Mark United Methodist Church. 

Burks says he has been preparing him-
self for this position for the past decade, 
by actively working in the community 
and gaining a unique perspective on 

the issues and matters of importance to 
Northeast Wichitan.  

“I know the election is over a year 
away, but I want it to be clear to all 
that I am serious about this endeavor,” 
said Burks.  “ I will be developing my 
platform and other political positions 
over the next several months and I look 
forward to meeting all the citizens of 
District I to address your issues and con-
cerns because I will be “your representa-
tive” on the Wichita City Council.”  
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 7Burks Announces as Early Candidate for District 1 City Council 

• Academic Advising• Computer Literacy• Finanical Ad Help• Career Counseling• Tutoring

VETERANS, 
trying to go back to school?

CALL VETERANS
UPWARD BOUND

WE ALSO SERVE DEPENDENTS

• Academic Advising
• Computer Literacy
• Financial Ad Help
• Career Counseling

• Tutoring

WE CAN 
HELP.

(316) 978 - 6742

Burks              

Gooch New Executive Director of The Kansas Democratic Party

Rip and Kerry Gooch

T
his weekend, Wichita native Dr. 
Andre Thomas returns home to 
Tabernacle Bible Church to give 

a three-day workshop with a conclud-
ing “Evening of Praise Gospel Concert” 
on Sat., May 16, 6:30 p.m.   

Excited to return to Tabernacle, 
where he was appointed choir direc-
tor at age 14, Thomas, the Director 
of Choral Activities and Professor of 
Choral Music Education at Florida State 
University, is ready to teach there again 
after being away for over 37 years.

“Church drew me to music, I remem-

ber watching the choir directors as a 
child and they loved conducting,” said 
Thomas, a Doctor of Musical Arts.   “I 
did not find music, music found me.”

Love for music led Thomas to learn 
to play the piano, first by ear against 
his Mother’s wishes. “The one thing 
mother did not want me to be was a 
musician, because of all the party-
ing and clubs she thought would be 
involved.”

Thankfully, that is not the direction 
that young Thomas chose. After gradu-
ating from South High School in 1969, 
at 16, he went on to Friends University 
and became the first Black member of 
the University Choir, the Singing Quak-

ers. 
There he 

met Jester 
Hairston, the 
mentor that 
would help 
him discover 
his passion; 
helping 
others to 
understand 
and teaching choirs to sing Negro 
spirituals. 

Hairston, who played “Rolly” on the 
80’s sitcom “Amen,” wrote and ar-
ranged the song “Amen” for “Lilies of 
the Field” and dubbed the singing for 
the lead actor Sydney Poitier.  Thomas 
met Hairston while he was direct-
ing a choir at Friends.  One day after 
teaching negro spirituals to the choir, 
Hairston asked Thomas,  “You don’t 
like singing these songs, do you?”

Spritual Expert Returning to 

Home Church for Concert
By Shana Stephens 
The Community Voice  

Dr. andre Thomas

See THOMAS, page 12



Evening of Praise Gospel Concert 
Sat., May 16, 6:30 p.m. • Tabernacle Bible Church
Choir under the direction of Wichita native Dr. Andre Thomas.

“Expect a mix from old school to contemporary. “   
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Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 

Sammy O. Oduniyi

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.comwww.sammyoagency.com
•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Competitive Rates                  Quality Service         Monthly Payment Plans     Discounts Available      24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service 

HOY’S 
Custom Shop

“We want your business” 

•Autobody work
•Collision repair 
•Estimates  

Save Your Deductible  

Come See Us in Old Town!

A Family Tradition 
Since 1959..................  

Jack Hoy, Manager 
1436 S. Washington

Wichita, KS  67211

316-409-8485

Insurance work?

 

POWER CDC HOMES 

FOR SALE 

 
nEW EVERytHinG! Build your energy efficient home 
at Power CDC 3rd Addition with several floor plans to 
choose from. Loan Assistance Available through City 
of Wichita Servicing Housing Department. You have the 
choice of picking your own interior, exterior paint colors, 
brick, flooring, light fixtures, and cabinets. DON'T WAIT 
ANY LONGER call real estate agent today to see how 
you can get approved to build your new home from the 
ground up.  Vesta Florence 316.871.2796 

    

Wichita Workforce center 
expands hours for summer 

The Wichita Workforce Center, 2021 N. Amidon 
Suite 1100, has expanded hours of operation for 
the summer.  The new hours are Monday 8 a.m. – 
5 p.m., Tuesday and Wednesday 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., 
Thursday and Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. and they are 
closed on Saturday and Sunday.
The expanded hours will allow job seekers who 
are not available during normal business hours to 
access the Workforce Center. In addition, work-
shops will also be offered during these expanded 
hours. Some of the workshops that will be offered 
during the expanded hours include: Basic PC, How 
to Write a Resume, Getting the Most from Google 
and LinkedIn/Networking. For a complete list of 
workshops, visit www.workforce-ks.com.
“We are beginning to see job seekers who are 
employed but are looking for a higher paying posi-
tion,” said Keith Lawing. “We want to be sure we 
are open and available to provide services for all 
job seekers and the new summer hours will allow 
us to do so.”

fountains at WaterWalk shoWs 
on summer schedule 

The Fountains at WaterWalk are beginning another 
season of entertaining visitors downtown. The 
summer schedule includes four shows Thursday - 
Sunday at noon, 8 p.m., 9 p.m. and 10 p.m. Each 
10- to 15-minute show incorporates music, lights 
and water in a choreographed display to different 
genres of music, including country, classic rock, 
classical and ’80s rock.  The fountains are located 
at 605 S. Wichita Street, east of Gander Mountain.
 The Fountains at WaterWalk were installed in 
October 2012 to support aesthetics and quality 
of life in the core area and encourage economic 
development near the riverfront. They are 150-feet 
long and have more than 1,200 custom designed 
and patented nozzles. The regular fountain season 
runs May through October. The fountains do not 
operate when winds exceed 15 mph.

register noW for memorial 
Weekend 3-on-3 BasketBall 

classic 
There’s a 3-on-3 Basketball Classic set for memo-
rial Day Weekend and there’s a division for every-
one who thinks they have game:  middle school, 
high school, women 18 and up, co-ed 18 and up, 
men 18-35 and men 36 and up.  The entry cost is 
$15 each for 17 and under and $30 for adults 18 
and above.  Teams of four players are welcome.  
The tournament will be held at Word of Life Gym, 
1156 N. Oliver.  It is sponsored by Everyday Family 
Values and Athletics, a program of College Crest 
Church of Christ.  Sign up by calling Oman Martin 
at 409-8172 or emailing everydayfamilyvaluesath-
letics@gmail.com.  

Community Briefs

S
en. Oletha Faust-Goudeau and 
former Sen. Donald Betts are 
hosting a Community Kids and 

fundraising event for the Boys and 
Girls Club in Kansas.  The event, a 
fun gathering for youth and a way 
for adults to support the clubs, will 
be held on Fri. May 22, from 5:30 
– 8 p.m., at the Boys and Girls Club 
of South Central Kansas, 21st and 
Opportunity Way.   

Betts and Faust-Goudeau, are 
holding the event in honor of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of South Central 
Kansas 25th anniversary Sen.  They 
have set a challenge to raise enough 
money to pay for the local $100 
school membership fee for 1000 
children across the state that are 
unable to afford it.    

Youth activities will predominantly 
target 4, 5, and 6 year olds and 
include food, fun, music, face 
painting, jumping castles and 
prizes.  Adults are asked to make 
a suggested donation of $25, that’s 
¼ of an annual membership in the 
Boys and Girls Club.  The event is 
free for children.  Activities begin at 
5 :30 p.m. with a kick-off ceremony.  

The community mix and mingle and 
kids celebration is from 6 – 8 p.m.  

“Spread the word, create the 
buzz, make a commitment to raise 
memberships for an amazing 
cause,” says Betts. 

Betts and Faust-Goudeau Team 
To Host Boys & Girls Club Event 

Former Kansas Senator Donald 
Betts, Jr. and his young son Duke 
will be in Kansas from Australia 
later this month.  The duo and Ks. 
Sen. Oletha Fuast Goudeau are 
sponsoring a kids and community 
event at the Boys and Girls Club 
on Fri., May 22, 5:30 - 8 p.m.  This 
is fundraiser for the clubs with free 
admission for children and a $25 
suggested donation for youth.  

T
he 61st Annual Equal 
Opportunity Dinner, 
sponsored by the Urban 

League of Kansas, is scheduled 
for Thurs., May 28, at the Holiday 
Inn, 549 S. Rock Road.  The 
evening begins with a reception 
at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 
p.m.  This year, the event’s theme 
is “Celebrating Women: Daring 
to Make a Difference Through 
Empowerment.” 

Women who will be honored at 
the event include:  

Donna Wright, of the Mountain 
Plains Minority Supplier Council.  
Wright will receive the Whitney M. 
Young Leadership Award.  

Ann Fox, Executive Director of 
Habitat for Humanity, will receive 
the Community Advocate Award.  

Roseline and Joseph Onijala, of 

Roseline’s International Enterprises, 
will receive 
the Small 
Business 
of Kansas 
Award 

Keisha 
Ezerenda, 
program 
manager for 
the Kansas 
Leadership 
Center, will receive the Emerging 
Leader Award.  

The events keynote speaker 
will be Dr. Mildred Edwards, 
most recently the director of the 
Kansas African American Affairs 
Commission.  The event will be 
hosted by radio personalities Tracy 
Cassidy and Brett Harris of Q92.  

For tickets call 262-2463.  

Annual Equal Opportunity Dinner 
To Celebrate Empowered Women



Donna Wright

Tiara’s 
 Place 
1339 N. Hillside  

683-4955

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Saturday 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Banquets, catering, parties, call us!

Soul Food...
the way you remember it 

Donnie & Gerald



A
gain this year, the Annual Midwest Step 
Show “Shock the Yard,” was a sellout.  
The Orpheum Theater was filled to 

capacity for the event held Sat., April 25.  
The program is sponsored by the Multi-

cultural Greek Council at Wichita State Uni-

versity and awards $3,250 in prizes in three 
categories:  youth groups, adult groups and 
teams representing Greek groups belonging 
to WSU’s Multicultural Greek Council.  

Some of this year’s outstanding teams 
were: Sigma Psi Zeta Sorority who took 

home the Greek Council’s top award.   The 
Zeta Phi Beta Youth Group took home top 
prize in the Youth Division and Alpha Kappa 
Alpha J.E.W.Y.L.S., a youth group compet-
ing in the adult division, took home second 
place in the adult division.  

A 
dozen individual honorees plus 
the familly of Bishop J.C. Gilkey, Sr.   
were recognized at the 30th Annual 

Rhomania Image Awards held Sat., May 2 
at the Marriott Banquet Facility.  

The annual awards program, spon-
sored by the Gamma Chi Sigma Alumnae 
Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, 
honors citizens who set themselves apart 
by their efforts to make life better for 
others.  

This year’s honorees were: 

Golden Eagle Award:  Teketa Harding, 
Annie Montgomery, Dr. Edmond Pearson, 
Katherine Love, Pastor DeAndre Morris, 
Sr. and Joe Barber.
Twyla J. McFall Young Achiever 
Award:  Jacob Crowley, Norman Bouwie, 
lll, Jonathan Long, LaPorscha Vaughn & 
Lifetime Achievement Award: Norma 
Middleton and Eddis Roundtree

In addition, the program will honor 
10 outstanding high school students in 

the community. 
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11Seven Receive Scholarships at Sisterhood Event  



S
even young ladies were the recipients of college 
scholarships at the annual Sisterhood of the 
Queens event, a year ending event for C.L.A.S.S., 

a mentoring and scholarship program of the non-
profit Rise Up For Youth.  The program supports teen 
girls in several Wichita High Schools.  

The annual Sisterhood event serves as an opportu-
nity to recognize and honor positive 
female role models in the commu-
nity and award deserving students 
with educational scholarships.  This 
year, the program awarded seven 
scholarships totaling $5,500.  The 
scholarship recipients were:  Breeja 
Nicholson, Monica Morris, Jessica 
Griffin, Sierra Forrester, Cora John-
son, Shayla Johnson and Imandrea 
Franklin.  

The keynote speaker at the event, held Sat., May 
2 at 3130 Venue,  was Heidi Wood, a senior vice 
president at Spirit AeroSystems, Inc.  At the program 
Spirit Aerosystems 
presented Rise 
Up for Youth a 
$10,000 check.   

PHoTos: 1.  Breeja Nelson was one of seven c.l.a.s.s. participants who received scholarships.  
at the event.  2.  c.l.a.s.s. participants in the event included sign testimonials, talent 
presenations and a fashion show.   3.  Program participants posed for a photo with (sitting 
l-R) Yolanda Devans, regional manager J.c. Penny; Heidi Wood, senior vice-president spirit 
aerosystems; and lynn Gilkey, cEo of Rise Up for Youth.

1 2

3

Shock the Yard Rocks the Orpheum 

PHOTOS: 1.  Members of the Zeta Phi Beta Zeta Youth Afiliates Leadership Academy 
took home 1st place honors in the youth division.  
2.  The J.E.W.Y.l.s , a youth group of the alpha Kappa alpha sorority, competed in 
the adult division and scored a second place inish. 
3. Members of sigma Psi Zeta sorority, inc. at Wichita state University took home the 
evenings top prize, irst place in Division I, a check for $1000, and bragging rights on 
campus.    

Sigmas Honor a Dozen
PHOTOS: 
1.  Honoree Joe Barber and his 
children coordinated for dad’s 
special event. 
2.  Edmond Pearson, Professor 
of Business and Technology  at 
Friends University was among 
the honorees.  
 

3

2

4

1

PHOTOS:   3.  Gamma Chi Sigma Alumnae Chapter members of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority (far L) 
Pam Witherspoon and Verner Cartledge (far R) pose for a picture with chapter Philos, or griends of the 
sorority.  (L-R)Marilyn Fox, Chanell Ellis and Tracey Hawkins.
4.  A demonstrative honoree, Pastor DeAndre Morris of Kingdom Harvest Church, thanks the Sigmas for 
their recognition of his work.  

1 2





Photos by Pictureman

Photos by Pictureman

Photos by Bonita Gooch
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Thomas replied, “No, matter of fact I hate 
them. It is just another reason for White 
people to make fun of Black people!” 

Hairston explained the sounds that seemed 
embarrassing were not things to make fun of; they 
were slave interpretations of sounds in the English 
dialect that did not exist in African languages. 

That moment changed how Thomas viewed 
spirituals and sparked a pride in his heritage that 
did not previously exist. He went on to author, 
Way over in Beulah LAN ‘: Understanding and 
Performing the Negro Spiritual, which has been 
accepted as the leading authority on the genre.  

This weekend, for the concert, Dr. Thomas has 
arranged pieces ranging from the old school to 
contemporary. “Church music should feed all of 
the people, not some of the people,” Thomas said 
regarding the diversity he plans to showcase for 
his home town and church.

“I grew up in Wichita. I have watched our city 
go through a lot of changes. I integrated Truesdell 
Middle School before busing but one thing that 
was there through it all was music,” said Thomas, 
“Music is not in itself a very faithful mistress, it is 
good one day and not the next, but it has been a 
tool for me. There has never been a soul I could 
not reach through music and the love of it mixed 
with the love of God is a very powerful thing.”
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957 N. Oliver.  Wichita, KS 
At the corner of 9th & Oliver

www.biglowfuneraldirectors.com

Did we comfort your family when you sent 
        your loved one home? 

 Did we care for your family during  your 
       time of need?

Did we provide the understanding 
        you desired?

If you answered YES to any of the above 
 questions, then please  allow us to 
  continue to provide your family with the 
  same Comfort Care and Understanding 
  with  our Complete Funeral Service Package.  

                            “From Our Family to Yours”

Complete Funeral 
            Starting at $2,950
(Direct Cremation starting at $945)

(316) 247-5492

THOMAS,  
from page 7Headstones Beginning

             $149at    

Memorials by Misti



 
 
 

  
Are you ready for a job in construcion?  

Sign up today for FREE 

Construcion Training.  
Call 263-9620 

 

This is a FREE seven-week construcion training course for  
adults age 18+. Call 263-9620 to sign up for an   

informaion meeing on May 26 or 28 at KANSEL, 2212 E. Central. 
The class includes OSHA training, CDL permit, learning about  
power tools, blueprints, resume wriing and interview skills. 

At the end of the course students are interviewed by several local 
construcion companies for employment.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
   
 

KANSEL is a non-profit providing adult educaion programs including 
GED preparaion, Construcion Training and ESL.   
Address: 2212 E. Central.  263-9620   www.kansel.org. 

CONSTRUCTION  

TRAINING  

11 a.m.

9 a.m.



Claibourn, Ellen Geraldine, 67, died 
5/11/15.  Service is pending. 

Clayton, Linda D., 67, died 5/10/15,  She 
was a retired Lockhead Martin employee.  Service 
will be held 4/18/15, 11 a.m., at Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church.  She is survived by: mother; Gerald-
ing Braggs, daughters: Crystal Crawford, Terrie 
Stefens, Michael Clayton, sisters; Renee Honeycut, 
Tanya Braggs, Taffy Houston, Twila Shaw, Alanea 
Hanna and brothers; Jeorld Braggs, Sr. 

Cole, Katherine P., 86, died 4/27/15.  She 
was a homemaker.  Service was held 5/1/15 at St. 
Paul AME Church.  She is survived by: daughters; 
Beverly Newhouse, Rene’ Lewallen, Michelle Cole 
Rucker, Camille Cole, Angela Benton, Lisa Regina 
Cole Montina Cole and son; Michael Cole.

Gilkey Sr., Bishop Joseph Cisro, 82, died 
5/3/15.  He was  Prelate Emeritus of The Kansas 
Southwest Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and former 
pastor of St. Mark Church Of God In Christ.  
Services: Kansas Southwest Jurisdictional Church 
of God in Chirst, 5/12/15, 7 p.m. at St. Mark Ca-
thedral Church of God in Christ.  National Church 
of God in Christ Homegoing Service,  5/13/15,  11 
a.m. at Saint. Mark United Methodist Church.  He 
is survived by: sons; Supt. J.C. Gilkey Sr., Elder Al-
len Gilkey, Bishop Mark Gilkey, daughters; Pamela 
S. Gilkey-Berry,  Tina R. Gilkey, sisters; Carolyn 
Gilkey, Ruby  Wytch, brothers; Luther Gilkey, 
Curtis Levi Gilkey and Richard Gilkey.

Handcox, Opal, 101, died 4/21/15.  She 
was a beloved housekeeper.  Service was held 
4/25/15. at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.

Hill, Jackson III, 67, died 1/11/15.  Service 
is pending.  

Knox, Denzler Cary, 78, died 5/4/15.  He 
was a retired assemblyman with Center Industries.  
Service was held 5/11/15 at St. James Missionary 
Baptist Church.  He is survived by: sons; Michael 
Carter, Kevin E. Knox Sr., Charles L.Knox Sr., Den-
zler W. Knox, daughter; Terry L. Fields, brother; 
Robert Knox and sister; Beatrice Glass. 

McCrary, Janice Kaye, 56, died 5/1/15.  She 
was a retired Boeing Aircraft employee.  Service 
was held 5/9/15 at Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church.  She is survived by: sons; Matthew Mc-
Crary, Marlin McCrary, Keith McCrary, DeMarcus 
McCrary, sisters; Brenda  Rolfe, Glory Whaley, 
Agatha Weaver, Paula Noble, Renee Boyd and 
brothers; Curtis, Kevin & Anthony.

Ramsey, Jessie James, 55, died 4/26/15.  He 
was a retired former Auto Zone employee.  Service 
was held 5/2/15 at St James Missionary Baptist 
Church.  He is survived by: mother; Daisy Ramsey, 
brothers; LaFayette Ramsey Jr., James L. Ramsey, 
Leo Ramsey, sister; Lathetta Jones and special 
friend; Santesha Brinson.

Tucker Sr., Roger Dale, 55, died 4/29/15.  
She was disabled.  Service was held 5/7/15 at St. 
Mark Church of God in Christ Cathedral.  He is 
survived by: son; Roger Dale Tucker Jr., mother; 
Bernice Tucker, sisters; Brenda Sanders, Virdena 
Gilkey, Donna Ackerman,  brothers; Bill Earl 
Tucker, Gary Allen Tucker and Jesse Tucker.

Bryant, Eugene Baxter, 74, passed 5/2/15.   
Service was held 5/13/15 at New Jerusalem Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

Marler Jr., Ralph Elijah, 63, passed 5/9/15.  
Service is pending.

Mathies, Lois, 85, passed 4/30/15.  Service 
was held 5/8/15 at Greenwood Cemetery.  She is 
survived by: son,; Jack (Nancy) Gott, twin sister: 
Louise Parks, and daughters in-law; Charlene and 
Karen Gott. 

Towles, David Em-

manuel, 32, passed  
5/4/15.  Serv ice will be 
held 5/15/15, 11 a.m.  
at  St. James, A.M.E. 
Church.=, Arkansas City, 
KS. 

Vick Jr. Calvin 
“June”, 69, passed 
4/29/15.  Service was 
held 5/9/15 at Tabernacle 
Bible Church. 

Chrisley, Rosetta, 87, passed 4/27/15.   Ser-
vice is pending.

McClellan, Marvel H, 69, passed 5/9/15.  
Service is pending.

Rogers Jr., Whitfield, 65, passed 5/9/15.  
Service is pending.

Jr., Whitfield, 65, passed 5/9/15.  Service is 
pending.

Romero-Guzman, Juana Maria, 76, passed 
4/27/15.  Service is pending.

Williams, Evelyn Denise, 48, passed 
4/26/15.  Service was held 5/5/15 at New Jerusa-
lem Baptist Church.
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Mortuary



Cliff Cross 
call 721-4200

For the lowest cost 

Whole Life 
Final Expense 

“Burial Policy” 
Issue Ages 0-89

Face $1,000 - $35,000

RJ Bethea Funeral & 
Cremations

Biglow  Funeral 
Directors

 
Ask about our affordable burial packages  

316-201-1660 

615 W. Maple 
(Maple and Sycamore) 

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

Warm, 
Compassionate, 
and Professional Services

Affordable Funeral & Cremation Options 

Pre-Need Insurance 

Private Viewing Rooms 

Dove Releases 

Horse and Carriage Hearse 

  

Same Faces. New Location

Funerals • Cremations

We’re online at 
voiceitwichita.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

GOSPELFEST

Monday, June 1
Erica Campbell 

performs at 8 p.m.

ERICA CAMPBELLStarring

An Official Event of Riverfest 2015

FREE
with your Riverfest button!

Join us for a world-class celebration of gospel music
on the giant Kennedy Plaza stage at Riverfest!

Winner of the 2015 Grammy Award for Gospel Album 

of the Year 

Member of the acclaimed gospel duo Mary Mary

Inspiring local performers begin at 5:30 p.m

Greater Wichita Ministerial League

Urban League of Kansas

May 16  Free Health Fair   
There will be screening and educa-
tion for diabetes, high cholesterol 
and blood pressure.  Everyone in the 
community is welcome.  Presented by 
HealthCore Clinic, hosted by Speak 
Out Kansas, at their offices, 2201 E. 
13th St. N.  

20 Senior Wednesday, “The Jour-
ney for the Right to  Vote”  Carlota 
Ponds of Hesston College will share 
her experiences as she traveled to 
Selma, AL along the path that Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. traveled paving the 
way for freedom.  From 1:30 – 2:30 
p.m. at the Kansas African American 
Museum, 601 N. Water.   

22  Community Kids and Fund-
raising Event for Boys and Girls 
Clubs.  Hosted by Sen. Oletha Faust-
Goudeau and former Sen. Donald Betts 
at the Boys and Girls Club of South 
Central Kansas, 2400 Opportunity Way.  
Leaders, community members, stake 

holders and children are encour-
aged to take part in this festive event.  
Adults are asked to make a suggested 
donation of $25.  This Event is from 6 
to 8 p.m.  See story page 10 for more 
details.  

23 Fun 4 Veterans of Wichita 
Walk/Run  Join this 1.5 mile run and 
walk, with starting location at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park, 339 W. Central.  Check 
in starts at 7 a.m. and the race begins 
at 8:30 a.m.  Adult registration is 
$20 and youth registration is $10.  
Proceeds benefit Shalom Home Inc, 
providing transitional housing for 
homeless veterans.  More information 
at shalomhomeks.org.  

23 Memorial Day Weekend 3 on 
3 Basketball Classic  There’s a divi-
sion for everyone who thinks they have 
game:  middle school, high school, 
women 18 and up, co-ed 18 and up, 
men 18-35 and men 36 and up.  See 
story page 10 for more details.  

28 61st Annual Equal Opportunity 
Dinner,  “Celebrating Women Dar-
ing to Make a Difference Through 
Empowerment,   at the Holiday Inn, 
549 S. Rock Road, with a 6 p.m. 
reception and 7 p.m. dinner.  For 
tickets call 262-2463.  For more 
information on the event honorees, 
see page 10.  

29 – June 6  River Festival  
The 10 day party on the River.  For 
more details, see article page 15.  

June 12-13 80th Anniver-
sary Celebration, Beta Kappa 
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. Weekend of 
activities includes a public event, the 
80th Anniversary Celebration Gala, 
on June 13.  The evening begins with 
a reception at 6 p.m. and a dinner at 
7 p.m., all at the Drury Hotel.   The 
gala keynote speaker will be NBC 
Weekend Today Show anchorand 
Wichita native Sheinelle Jones. 

Save The Date

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
McAdams Recreation Center

Proceeds go to Scholarship Fund

CONTACT PERSONS: Patrick Pruitt 316-519-4609 or 

Sharon McPherson 316-807-7290

60th T.A.R.P Reunion 
July 4, 2015

Donation $10
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It’s that time of Year...
Riverfest 2015 -- 

May 29 - June 6 

This year’s theme:  

Button Up!   

have a Blast!  

Adult buttons -- $10

Child buttons  --    $3 

No buttons required for children 5 and under  

Shh!!!!

        The community Voice 
will have a limited number of 
adult buttons for $5
on the day of Gospelfest.     

Go online to our Facebook 
page or voiceitwichita.com to 
learn more about scoring a 
riverFest button for half price.

  

We’ll have more coverage of riverfest in our 
May 28 issue, but here’s a heads up on some of 
the things we think you’ll enjoy.  

Some Daily Picks
in addtion to Sundown Parade

Fri., may 29 and Gospelfest, mon., June 
1, here are few early festival picks to 
consider  See more in our May 28 issue.  

Cox Kid’s Corner  
in case you missed it last year, don’t this year.  There are lots of things in 

this area for families with children.  Located on the hyatt Lawn, you can enjoy 
games, art projects, clowns, magicians and other surprises all free with a 
Riverfest button .   There’s also a sponsored area:  Full STeam ahead focusing 
on fun games and activities around Science and  Technology and more.  hope 
in the Valley horse Rides is a chance for all ages to ride tall in the saddle.  Then 
there are Inlatables and Kiddie Rides.  The Kids’s Corner is open: 2 - 9:30 p.m., 
Mon - Thurs; 2 - 10:30 p.m., Fridays; 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Sat & 11 a.m. to Sun. 

Ackerman’s Back Yard
Located at A Price Woodard Park this adult friendly area includes a loating 

stage with live entertainment, a food court area and alcoholic beverages for sale 
and consumption.  Gamers can enjoy laser tag from 2-4 p.m. daily and then 
there’s mobile GameDen, a video game theater,  that’s sure to be a blast.  Learn 
more at mobilegameden.com.  Hours for the GameDen are:   2 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Mon-Thurs.; 2 p.m. to 11 p.m. Fri.; and 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sat & 11 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Sun.  For more about  Location: ackerman’s Backyard Visit this video game 
theater, a gamer’s paradise! Visit mobilegameden.com for info

Paddle Boats
This year, catch the paddle boats at Cox Kids Corner on the Hyatt Lawn

Opening & Closing Night Fireworks 
Opening night ireworks begin at 10:00 p.m. Bring your radio and 
tune to 97.1 BoB Fm for the live simulcast.  This year, there are 
also closing night ireworks.    

ZipLine 
This one looks like it’s here to stay.  Zip across the arkansas River.  Rount trip 

is $10 with a Riverfeest button.  Load and unload at ackerman’s Backyard (Price 
Woodard Park) 

St. Francis Ferris Wheel 
This was new last year and it’s located in the WaterWalk area south of 

maple.  Take a night ride to experience the dancing LeD lights of the WaterWalk 
Fountain.  

RedGuard Stage Area  
if you spend your time along Douglas, you’re missing a lot of festival.  Go 

South, there’s plenty to do.  In addition to the Kid’s Area, there’s a lot going on 
south of maple, in the Waterwalk area.  The RedGuard Stage area is where the 
Hip Hop Showcase will be on Sunday evening from 4-10 p.m.   In addition to Hip 
hop, there are acts on stage in this area every night.  

Sundown Parade 
The parade starts at 6:30 p.m.  The parade starts at 3rd and Main, goes 

South to Douglas, west to Waco, and back North to 3rd.  

Gospelfest 
Gospelfest featuring Erica Campbell 5–9:30 

p.m. on Kennedy Plaza.   Enjoy talented local 
choirs.  Don’t expect Grammy award winner 
Erica Campbell on stage before 8:30 p.m.  

Photography Contest 
Everyone has a camera anymore, so why not try to win the $2,000 prize.  

For complete contest details visit wichitariverfest.com or douglasphoto.com

Sat., May 30 
robert randolph and the 

Family Band.    an acclaimed 
steele guitarist brings his fusion of 
Blues, Rock and Soul to the Kennedy 
Plaza Stage.  Expect him on stage 
around 9 p.m.    

Sun. , May 30 
Hip Hop Showcase 4–10 p.m. 

Location: RedGuard Stage.  Closing 
act, Southern Rap Quartet nappy 
Roots

Wed., June 3 
The Village People are the 

headliners, expect them on stage 
around 9 p.m.  arrive as early as 
5 p.m. and enjoy the mixes of D.J. 
Carbon.  he was a hit at last year’s 
festival.  

Thurs., June 4 
charles Bradley and His 

extrordinairs are the headliners 
for Cajun night.  Bradley is frequently 
compared to otis Redding and James 
Brown.  enjoy his Funk, Soul, and 
R&B mix on the Kennedy Plaza stage.  
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UPGRADES available for speed options up to 100 times faster than basic DSL 

20+ PROFESSIONAL FEATURES including Caller ID, Call Forwarding & Three Way Calling 

UNLIMITED nationwide long distance calling included

FOCUS ON YOUR  
BUSINESS KNOWING 
YOUR TECHNOLOGY  
IS COVERED.

CALL 866-440-9560 
VISIT COXBUSINESS.COM

*Offer valid until 8/30/15 to new commercial subscribers of Cox Business VoiceManager℠ Essential (excluding Centrex), Business Unlimited Nationwide Long Distance and Cox Business Internet℠ 10 (max. 10/2 Mbps) in Cox-wired, serviceable 
locations. Minimum 3-year service contract required. Monthly service fee increases to $99.99 for months 7-36. Any additional VoiceManager lines will be at the regular rate. Unlimited plan is limited to direct-dialed domestic calling and is not 
available for use with non-switched circuit calling, auto-dialers, call center applications and certain switching applications. Prices exclude equipment, installation, taxes, and fees, unless indicated. Speeds not guaranteed; actual speeds vary. Rates 
and bandwidth options vary and are subject to change. Speed claim based on Cox Business Internet 150 Mbps service vs. basic 1.5 Mbps DSL. Phone modem provided by Cox, requires electricity, and has battery backup. Access to E911 may not be 
available during extended power outage or if modem is moved or inoperable. Discounts are not valid in combination with or in addition to other promotions, and cannot be applied to any other Cox account. Services not available in all areas. Cox 
Business Visa® Prepaid Card available with qualifying new services ordered and activated between 5/4/15 to  8/30/15 with minimum 3-year contract. Customer must mention promotion code “reward promo” when placing their order to receive 
card. Account must remain active, be in good standing, and retain all services for a minimum of 30 days after install. Online redemption required. Void where prohibited. Limit one Prepaid Card per customer, total not to exceed $150. Allow 6-8 
weeks after redemption for delivery. Cards issued by MetaBank®, member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Cardholders are subject to terms and conditions of the card as set forth by the issuing bank. Card does not have cash access 
and can be used anywhere Visa debit cards are accepted within the U.S. only. Cards valid through expiration date shown on front of card. Valid in U.S., territories and Puerto Rico. Offer subject to modification or withdrawal at any time without notice. 
Other restrictions may apply. ©2015 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

$89 99

COX BUSINESS INTERNETSM XXCOX BUSINESS INTERNETSM 10 AND VOICEMANAGERSM

GET A $150 VISA® PREPAID CARD. MENTION “REWARD PROMO” 
 TO QUALIFY. ONLINE REDEMPTION REQUIRED.

mo*

T:9.9”

T:10.5”


