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U

nderage drinking, shoplifting, tagging and graffiti, some of you may
look at these as childhood pranks,
but the criminal justice system sees
things differently. More than just teens
doing stupid things, if they’re caught,
these and other minor crimes can cause
an individual a lifetime of grief.
Recognizing that youth deserve
second chance, lawmakers put in place
a system that helps teens wipe their
records clean. Sadly, too few teens take
advantage of the programs.
Often, teens:
Don’t know options are available to
clean up their records,
Fail to take advantage of the programs
due to associated costs, or
Are misinformed and think that
charges drop off their record when they
turn 18.
Face Forward, a program of Big
Brothers and Big Sisters, is working
to address these issues. The heavily
federaly-funded program is under the
umbrella of P3, the Positive Pathways
Program, and works with youth ages
16-24 who have been involved with the
Juvenile Justice system. The program’s
goal is to get youth headed in the right

direction.
One of the things that often
derails youth is a criminal
record, says Janice Wright,
Director of Innovative
Programs at Big Brothers
and Big Sisters. “There are
industries that won’t look at
you if you have a criminal
record,” says Wright. “With
a criminal record you pretty
much restrict yourself to
fast food and construction
jobs and the health field and
criminal justice field are
pretty much closed to you.”
As part of the program, Face Forward
offers eligible program participants free
expungement and diversion services.
Expungements wipes a charge off a person’s record. Diversions , typically available for first time criminal defendents,
keep a charge off a person’s records.
Diversions usually require the defendant
to perform community service, to make
restitution for the crime, and to stay free
of criminal charges for six months to a
year. If a person successfully completes
the diversion process, the charges are
dropped.
Expungements and diversions can
be costly. They require hiring an at-

torney, with legal costs and fees costing
between $1000 to $2000. The cost is
often a deterrent for low and moderate
income youth. To be eligible for the
Face Forward’s legal services, program
participants must be between ages 16
and 24. For a diversion, this must be
the individual’s first offense. For an
expungement, the offense must have occurred at least two years prior.
This year, Wright says the program has
enough funds to help about 100 youth.
So far, they’ve helped only helped 20.
Getting the funds used requires getting
the word out and correcting misconceptions.
“A lot of youth are under the misconception that their record goes away

when they turn 18,” says Wright. “They
think no one see’s the charges because
they happened when they’re youth. They
need to understand that the charges stay
on their record until they take legal action to clear them.”
In addition to legal services, the P3
Program provides mentoring, job prep,
job placement, subsidized employment
and GED support. Program participants
can take advantage of as many of the
program’s services as they need.
“Every youth experiences this
program in their own individual way,”
says Wright. “Some come through, stay
a year, and use every opportunity, while
others knock out three or four service

areas.”

Top 20 Crimes, Ofenses and Violations by Youth Referred for Diversion
#1Theft/Larceny

#6 Possession of Marijuana

#11 Truancy

Shoplifting
Stealing a Bicycle
Stealing from Backpacks and Lockers

Possessing or Smoking Small Amounts of Marijuana
in Public

Cutting Class
Having Excessive Tardies
Violating Court Order to Attend School

#2 Vandalism

Tagging and Grafiti
Drawing on Public Restroom Walls
Keying a Car and Cutting Auto Tires

#3 Alcohol Ofenses
Underage Purchase or Possession
Underage Consumption of Alcohol
Possessing an Open Container in Public/Car

#4 Disorderly Conduct
Fighting in a Public Place
Flashing, Mooning and Indecent Exposure

#5 Simple Assault or Battery
Bullying when it Amounts to Assault
Child/Parent Physical Disagreements
Shoving or Pushing a Person

#7 Tobacco Ofenses
Illegally Purchasing Tobacco
Chewing or Smoking Tobacco at School

#12 Criminal Trespass

#8 Curfew Violations

Entering a Vacant Building
Entering Land or a Dwelling Without Permission
Returning to a Store After Being Banned

Sneaking Out of Home After Curfew
Violating a Park Curfew

#13 Mischief/Criminal Nuisance

#9 School Disciplinary Ofense
Disrupting Class
Food Fights and Cheating
Violating the Dress Code

#10 Traic Violations
Speeding or Failing to Yield
Not Wearing a Seat Belt
Riding in the Back of a Pickup Truck

Damaging a Mailbox
Egging or Toilet-papering a House
Picking Flowers in a Restricted or Private Area

#14 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia
#15 Harassment
#16 Fraud
#17 Burglary
#18 False Reporting
#19 Loitering
#20 Possession of Stolen Property
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line-up of performers
was diverse and
inclusive. For the
first time in years,
I didn’t feel as
though our community was a festival
after thought.
I applaud the positive CHANGE, they’ve
brought to the festival and look forward to
more. They’re correct, $10 for 9 days of fun
and entertainment is a steal. I also encourage their efforts to exclude people who don’t
buy buttons from enjoying the acts that cost
$1000s to bring here. If you don’t pay, you
shouldn’t play.
For those of you on a budget, early
purchase buttons are still just $5, through
May 7.


W

hen i sat down to write on several different topics for this issue’s “Publisher’s
Page,” i noticed a recurring theme
-- ChAnGe.
What i realized, and what so many of us know,
is how easy it is to just go with the low. Far too
many of us are guilty of just accepting things as
they are, because that’s the way they’ve always
been. We may not be totally happy with things,
but our disatisfaction level isn’t at a high enough
level for us to be motivated to change.
However, when we inally get around to
change, we often wonder, what took us so long.
That’s the case in three things i want to talk about
today. Read on, an i hope you will agree, change
can quite often be good and for the best. 

E

arlier this month City of Wichita officials
released findings and recommendations from
an organizational assessment conducted of
the City’s Police Department. The 227-page report,
conducted by WSU’s Hugo Wall School was full of
recommendations for CHANGE within the department.
If you want to read the full details of the report, you
can find it on the City’s website. The major areas suggested for improvement were in training, communication, technology improvement and recruitment.
It appears just about everyone interviewed for the
assessment, internal police department employees as
well as members of the community, were in agreement; the department was in need of an overhaul.
What became most obvious while reading the report
is the need for a strong and innovative leader to bring
about this CHANGE. After nearly two decades, Chief
Norman Williams was in business as usual mode,
content with the way things were. Williams wasn’t
willing to admit to any problems, let alone make the
big changes this assessment suggests.
It’s my opinion, that fully implementing this
proposed roadmap for change within the department
will require a strong and innovative leader, who is in
no way tied to the department’s past. 

urprisingly, I haven’t heard many complaints about the announced increase
in price for the 2015 Riverfest Button.
The adult buttons for the city’s annual nineday party on the river are increasing to $10,
from $5. Children’s buttons will remain $3.
Maybe I haven’t been listening, or maybe
people like me are optimistic that an increase in the button price will coincide with
an increase in the quality of the festival. Last
year, new festival president and CEO Mary
Beth Jarvis and her fresh new team, made
some great and positive changes. With
community member Kaye Monk Board as
president of the festival board and board
member Prisca Barnes at her side, the
festival was more inclusive than ever.
For the first time in years, we had a national act at the Gospel Music night and the
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Change
Is Often
Good

Festival Button Prices CHANGE
Study Proposes
CHANGE at WPD

Suggestions for CHANGE Can Win Alvin Ailey Tickets

C

hange can be good for The Community
Voice also. Suggest a positive change
idea for The Community Voice
and you’re entered to win one of two sets of
tickets to the performance of Ailey II Ballet on
Fri., March 6 at the Orpheum.

Just go to www.voiceitwichita.com and
click on the Ailey promo button and give us
your suggestion for change. The deadline
to enter is Tuesday, March 3, 11:59 p.m.
There’s no right or wrong here folks, but the
winner is totally up to our staff’s discretion.

Never too late
Grandparents drop 120 pounds with
Via Christi Weight Management

Call for details

316.689.6082

You can make a lasting change, too.
Sign up for a FREE orientation class today.

viachristiweightmanagement.com

...because your life matters

The CommuniTy VoiCe

Angleton had plenty of motivation to lose
weight. Via Christi’s medically supervised meal
replacement program gave them the support
to make it happen. Thanks to lifestyle training,
personal coaching and family support, the couple
has kept of a combined 120 pounds.

education materials
with enrollment —
$55 value!

|

W ith 12 grandchildren, Marvin and Connie

FREE

Feb 26, 2015

to lose weight
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Street Image Helps a Young Rapper, Until It Doesn’t

national

• Hip-Hop Star Bobby Shmurda, in Jail, Finds His Label Unsupportive

I

n the two months that Ackquille
Pollard, better known as the
Brooklyn rapper Bobby Shmurda,
has sat in jail on gang conspiracy and
gun charges, his mother has visited
twice a week. His hip-hop idols have
offered words of support. But Mr.
Pollard says that he hasn’t heard what
he wants from his label, Epic Records
— namely a firm reassurance of
its backing and help making his $2
million bail: “When I got locked up, I
thought they were going to come for
me,” he said in an interview from the
Manhattan Detention Complex, “but
they never came.”
Barely six months ago, Epic, a
subsidiary of Sony, wooed Mr. Pollard,
20, with a seven-figure, multi-album
deal, largely on the strength of one viral hit, known in its censored version
as “Hot Boy.” With the label’s support,
that song went on to reach No. 6 on
the Billboard Hot 100. But now, after
Mr. Pollard’s electric performance
on “The Tonight Show” and almost

1 million downloads sold — more
than 800,000 for “Hot Boy” alone,
according to Nielsen Music — Epic
has distanced itself, declining, despite
pleas from music industry figures like
50 Cent, to help the rapper get out.
Mr. Pollard is not the first artist to
use his hard-knock stories to try to
leave behind a bad neighborhood,
only to find himself stuck in the world
he was rapping about. But his rise and
fall at light-speed illustrates the clash
that can occur when a music business
seeking street credibility signs a rapper hoping to escape the street. Labels
may believe that by offering money
and celebrity, they are giving troubled
youths a path out. But some rappers
like Mr. Pollard think, perhaps naïvely, they are receiving that and more
— a guiding hand and unyielding
loyalty, whatever may come.
Older hip-hop stars remember
when labels were full service: 50 Cent
recalled getting rappers on his Interscope imprint, G Unit, out of jail in a

matter of hours; Suge Knight of
Death Row Records infamously
paid Tupac Shakur’s bail in exchange for a recording contract.
But as rap has become more
corporate, that kind of aid is
unusual. Matthew Middleton,
Mr. Pollard’s entertainment
lawyer, said that while Epic is
not obligated to cover bail or
legal fees for Mr. Pollard, the
artist expected more support,
financial and emotional, especially after the label’s spirited
pursuit of the rapper made them
business partners.
Prosecutors said rapper Bobby Shmurda, whose real name is Ackquille Pollard, was
“These companies for years
a driving force behind the street gang known as GS9, an offshoot of the Crips.
have capitalized and made
millions and millions of dollars
Mr. Pollard was arrested for what
ing glass at a Brooklyn barbershop.
from kids in the inner city portraycity prosecutors said was his role as
He faces up to 25 years in prison for
ing their plight to the rest of the
the “driving force” and “organizing
conspiracy, reckless endangerment
world,” Mr. Middleton said. “To take
figure” behind the street gang known
and gun possession; others charged,
advantage of that and exploit it from
as GS9, an offshoot of the Crips. In
including Mr. Pollard’s childhood
a business standpoint and then turn
one incident just a month before he
friends, face more serious accusayour back is disingenuous, to say the
was signed, prosecutors said, Mr.
tions, including second-degree
least.”
Pollard shot at his brother, shattermurder. See RAPPER, page 12
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Promoting Walking in African Americans
with Peripheral Arterial Disease
KU School of Medicine–Wichita is looking for persons with
Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) to participate in a study
examining poor leg circulation.

If you:
are African American,
have low levels of activity, and
experience pain and discomfort when walking,

call (316) 293-3567.
Participants will be compensated for their time and effort.
1010 N. Kansas, Wichita, KS 67214

For more information, call (316) 293-3567.

Special Enrollment Scheduled for Obamacare
•If you missed the Feb. 15 deadline, you might still be able to get enrolled
under this new program.
of this special enrollment period will
still owe a fee for the months they were
uninsured and did not receive an exemption in 2014 and 2015. This special
enrollment period is designed to allow
such individuals the opportunity to get
covered for the remainder of the year
and avoid additional fees for 2015.
Individuals who could not afford
coverage or met other conditions may
be eligible to receive an exemption

for 2014. For help determining if you
qualify for an exemption, go to https://
www.healthcare.gov/exemptions-tool/#/
Most taxpayers, about three quarters,
will only need to check a box when they
file their taxes to indicate that they had
health coverage in 2014 through their
employer, Medicare, Medicaid, veterans
care or other qualified health coverage
that qualifies as “minimum essential
coverage.” 

What if Obamacare Subsidies are Ruled Out
millions of people could lose health insurance subsidies in the coming
months if the Supreme Court sides with opponents of President barack
obama's health care overhaul.
indeed, while the Supreme Court deemed the health care overhaul
constitutional more than two years ago, the Affordable Care Act still
sits on shifting political sands. The Supreme Court will hear arguments
march 4 on whether the health care law allows the federal government
to pay subsidies in states that declined to set up their own insurance
markets, or exchanges. For many Americans, the subsidies make the
insurance affordable. more than 30 states - largely those led by Republicans (that includes Kansas) - declined to set up state-based systems and
have exchanges run by the federal government instead. 

TAKING CARE OF THE WHOLE PERSON:

MIND, BODY & SPIRIT

E.C. Tyree
HEALTH & DENTAL

1525 N. Lorraine
(Lower level of Saint Mark UMC)

316-681-2545

CLINIC
Find us on
Facebook

Colon cancer is largely preventable and treatable when caught early. Unfortunately, one
in three adults age 50 to 75 years have not been screened for colon cancer as recommended.
To help raise colon cancer awareness and promote early detection, Via Christi Health will be
distributing free fecal occult blood test kits to anyone 50 and older throughout the month of
March.
This painless and noninvasive test, one of several tests used to detect potential colon cancer,
can be done in the privacy of your own home. The free test kits will be available in March —
while the 5,000 kits last — at the following Wichita locations:
•ViaChristiClinicat1947Founders’Circle,3311E.Murdockand13213W.21st,
8 a.m – 5 p.m. Monday through Friday
•ViaChristiHospitalSt.Francis,St.JosephandSt.Teresainformationdeskand/orgiftshops,
daily
•VictoryintheValley’sVictoryHouse,3755E.Douglas,8:30a.m.–noonand
12:30 – 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Via Christi’s AMS Labs will process the results for the returned samples at no cost to participants. Via Christi then will compile the data and participants with positive results will be
contacted by a Via Christi oncology nurse navigator, who will work with them to get connected
to any resources that may be needed 

Mond

COUNSELING SERVICES:
Neuropsychological Testing
Dementia Assessments
General Assessment of
Cognitive Functioning
Depression
Anxiety
Problems with Self-esteem
Adjustment Problems
Trauma
Behavior Problems with
Children and Adolescents
Clinic Hours:
M-Th 9a.m. - 7p.m.
Fri-Sat. 9a.m. - 1p.m.
www.tyreeclinic.com

We accept most commercial insurance, Medicaid, and Medicare. Sliding fee scale options available for no insuance.

(all day long)

PHARMACY

HOOD

NEIGHBOR

21ST AND G

ROVE

MENTION THIS AD FOR
A CHANCE TO WIN
$500 GIFT CARD!
Fast & Convenient Service
Easy Prescription Transfer
Free Consultation Services
Competitive Pricing

HOURS:
Mon – Fri.
9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Free Drug Utilization Review
Friendly & Respectful Staff

We accept most insurance

Neighborhood
PHARMACY

2251 E. 21st St. N. Wichita
Grove & 21st St.
665-4427
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Emergency Services
Fillings & Sealants
Dentures, Crowns, & Root Canals
X-rays & Cleanings
Flouride Treatments

Free colon cancer Screening
KitS available in March

|

Well & Sick Care
Adult, Child & Sports Physicals
Child Vaccines & STD Testing
Free HIV Testing
EDW Program

DENTAL SERVICES:

Children who do not have dental insurance can obtain free services during the 8th Annual
Give Kids a Smile Day, Sat. March 7, from 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at GraceMed Clinic, 1122 N.
Topeka. The free dental services are for children ages 3-12 who live in Butler, Harvey, Reno,
Sedgwick, Sumner and Harper Counties. To reserve a spot, call (316) 882-1922. This program
is sponsored by the Wichita Sedgwick County Oral Health Coalition.

Feb 26, 2015

MEDICAL SERVICES:

Free Dental ServiceS For
chilDren on Sat., March 7
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Fr ay-Friday

Start the Year Off with a
Visit to the Doctor
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health

A

special enrollment period was
recently announced for individuals and families who did not have
health coverage in 2014 and are subject
to the fee or “shared responsibility
payment” when they file their 2014
taxes. The enrollment period is open
in Kansas and in states that use the
Federally-facilitated Marketplaces. The
enrollment period is from March 15 to
April 30.
This special enrollment period is
especially designed for individuals who
didn’t understand the tax implications
of not begin insured. Individuals who
do not qualify for an exemption from
health care coverage may have to pay a
fee when they file their taxes this year.
Americans who do not qualify for
an exemption and went without health
coverage in 2014 will have to pay a fee
– $95 per adult or 1% of their income,
whichever is greater – when they file
their taxes this year. The fee increases
to $325 per adult or 2% of income for
2015. Individuals taking advantage

Community Briefs

Regional

6

Faust-Goudeau Introduces
BIll requIrInG FBI
InvestIGatIon oF
PolIce-related deaths
Kansas legislator, Senator Oletha FaustGoudeau introduced a bill that would
require the Kansas Bureau of Investigation
act as the chief law enforcement agency in
officer involved shootings that result in a
death. The bill, SB 216, would require local
law enforcement agencies to notify the KBI
within 48 hours of such a shooting and
require that the agency performs a vigorous
and thorough investigation of the shooting
death, providing the Attorney General’s
office with a report of its findings.
Upon determination of no cause, the KBI
would release its findings to the public. If
the officer is found to have broken the law,
the Attorney General would bring a criminal
prosecution of the officer or appoint a
special prosecutor to handle the case.

|
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the “helP” Kansas vote act
amended But out
oF commIttee

The CommuniTy VoiCe

Justice for the APS 12

From the Capitol

As originally proposed, the “Help Kansas
Vote Act” would have moved the municipal
and school board elections from the
spring to the fall and make those races
partisan. The drafter of the bill, said he
was encouraged to propose the election
changes to increase voter participation and
for truth in advertising for candidates. The
bill, as amended out of committee would
move municipal and school board elections
from spring but candidates would run in
odd years. Currently these elections are
in even years with other federal and state
elections in November on odd years. What
this means, is there would be November
elections every year. The recommendation
to make the races partisan did not pass.
Individuals supporting the even year
elections expressed concern that local
elections would get lost when competing
with larger national and state elections.
A separate bill, proposed by Secretary
of State Chris Kobach, also passed out of
committee. The bill requires all ballots
that contain partisan races to give the
voters the option of voting a straight-party
ticket. Kobach, says it would help speed up
elections by saving voters who want to cast
a straight-party ballot the time of having to
mark each individual race. He also said
it would reduce a phenomenon known as
“ballot drop-off” in which voters simply

stop voting in races after a certain point on
the ballot.
Voters could override the straight-party
option in selected races, if they choose to,
by marking the ballot for a different party’s
candidate. A report prepared by Division of
Budget said it was impossible to estimate
how much additional cost that would
impose on counties for printing ballots,
reprogramming equipment and training poll
workers, but Democrats argued it would be
significant.

senate and house BIlls Both
suPPortInG PermItless
concealed carry BIll
The Kansas Senate and House are both
working bills that will allow gun owners to
carry a concealed weapon without a permit.
Currently Kansas must obtain a permit
before they can carry a concealed weapon
in public. However, those wishing to openly
carry a weapon don’t have to follow the
same requirement.
Currently it cost about $200 to $300 for
classes and the permit to carry a concealed
weapon. Senators promoting the bill say the
process is too expensive for some would-be
gun carriers, like the elderly and the poor.
In addition, supporters of the bill say that
unregulated “constitutional carry” would
make the state safer because criminals
wouldn’t know who was carrying a gun to
oppose their crimes.
Opponents to the bill, including
representative from a national gun-control
group say letting individuals carry a gun
without training is a formula for accidents
with deadly results.
With more than 26 senators cosponsoring the bill, and only 20 votes
needed for it to pass, the bill seems sure to
pass the senate.

ProPosed chanGes In
state suPreme court selectIon
The House Committee on Judiciary held
hearings on two constitutional amendments
relating to Judicial Selection. The first, HCR
5004, would abolish the Supreme Court
Nomination Commission, and instead,
create direct partisan election of Supreme
Court justices and court of appeals judges.
The other proposed amendment, HCR
5005, would also abolish the Supreme
Court Nominating Commission, and instead,
allows the governor to appoint Supreme
Court justices and Court of Appeals judges.


J

ust in case you are not aware of the criminal
and I would never stray from what you and mama
proceedings ongoing in Atlanta, GA for the
instilled in all of us, to give whatever we tried in life
past several months; there are 12 African
our very best, and to take pride in ourselves and
American former educators of the Atlanta Public
what we do.”
School System charged for misconduct under the
My response to her was “Baby if you have done
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations
nothing wrong, you stand firm on that and you
Act.
My wife and I have met several of
those highly professional, committed,
caring and well educated individuals who
have been accused of misconduct under
this RICO Act; and I quote, “RICO is a
United States federal law that provides for
extended criminal penalties and a civil
cause of action for acts performed as
part of an ongoing criminal organization.
The RICO Act focuses specifically on
racketeering, and it allows the leaders
Even after being found not guilty in her irst trial, former Wichitan
of a syndicate to be tried for the crimes
Tamara Cottman is being tried with a group of other Atlanta Public
which they ordered others to do or
School Administrators on racketeering charges.
assisted them, closing a perceived
loophole that allowed someone who told a man
show them what you are made of.” Her reply was,
to, for example, murder, to be exempt from the
“Daddy, I needed to hear that from you, because we
trial because he did not actually commit the crime
all know what you and mama have gone through. I
personally.”
am proud of what you and mama have done for us,
My wife, Jewel and I have attended some of
and for the community we grew up in.”
those judicial proceedings in Atlanta, GA, in the
Jewel and I were present in the court room when
state in which we grew up under “Jim Crow Laws”
a jury of her peers found her not guilty in her first
during the Era of De jure Segregation, where
trial, and now she is being tried once more on
we experienced the humiliation of white and
the same charges, only this one includes several
colored drinking fountains, white and colored
of her peers and co workers. Incidentally, the
restrooms, denied entry into a public library or
Judge who presided over the first trial is presently
even a public park, and of course being served
presiding over the second trial and has admonished
food we purchased from back doors of eating
both her and her attorney not to mention the not
establishments or in many cases, simply denied
guilty verdict reached by a jury of her peers in the
service.
first trial, under the threat of being charged with
We have shared time with many of the accused,
“contempt of ourt,” Justice for All?
but of course we do not get into details due
Needless to say, this has been very costly
to attorney/client privileges. However, we do
on all of us as a family, and especially on our
understand their frustration in experiencing a
daughter. Therefore we are asking you and others
situation which has cost them their professional
you know, individuals and organizations for any
careers, their ability to earn a living, their homes,
help, assistance or financial support you wish
cars; created tension among family members
to provide to our daughter and the other eleven
and has impugned their integrity, their character,
(11) defendants in this case, which will assist and
robbed them of their dignity, and dissuaded them
support them in their quest to attain “Justice for
from ever wanting to be in the field of public
all.”
education ever again.
The following support is requested:
One of those indicted under RICO is our
1. Show your support by making a donation to:
daughter, a former teacher, and assistant principal
http://www.gofundme.com/justiceforaps12.
in Unified School District USD 259. She holds a
2. Share this letter with others who know our
Masters Degree in her field and we as a family are
daughter and her impeccable service record.
very proud of her for both her choice of a career in 3. Keep Tamara, her colleagues, and their lawyers
teaching and her commitment to guiding our next
in your prayers.
generation of leaders in a positive and caring way.
4. Share the following social media links and “
When we were first informed of the possibility
Like” them on social media: Facebook.com/
of her being indicted, she said, “Daddy, there is
justiceforaps12, twitter.com/justiceforaps12, and
nothing I would ever do to harm the children I have instagram.com/justiceforaps12.
been entrusted to guide to a well grounded and
Checks can be made directly to Mr. Benjamin
meaningful education. I have not done anything
Davis, Esquire, C/O Eugene Anderson, P. O. Box
wrong or illegal and I will not let them railroad me
4598, Wichita, Kansas 67214.
or force me to plea to something I am not guilty of,
Eugene and Jewel Anderson
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Ku BlacK alumni seeKing
nominations foR leadeRs
and innovatoRs awaRds

Youth can give BacK duRing
spRing BReaK Youth
daYs of caRing

Kansel is now recruiting for the spring
session of their free seven-week training
construction program. The spring class is
set to begin April 6 and runs through May
21.
Working with the Kansas Department of
Transportation and the Federal Highway
Administration, Kansel instructors
teach basic skills in construction using
the National Center for Construction
Education and Research core curriculum.
The coursework includes instructions
in the use of power tools, hand tools,
construction math, materials handling and
construction drawings. The program also
provides physical fitness training and life
management skills training. Participants
attend a 10-hour OSHA course, plus
training is provided to obtain a Class B
Commercial Driver’s License instruction
permit, which can lead to a Class B CDL
license.
Kansel staff members work with students
during the class with job placement as well.
Attendance at all sessions of the sevenweek training program is required.
Applicants must be age 18 or older
and be a high school or GED graduate.
Applicants must be legally employable in
the United States and have or be able to
obtain a driver’s license. Applicants will be
required to pass a drug screening test and
must be physically able to perform highway
construction work.
Two information sessions for the spring
class have been scheduled on March 24,
at 10 a.m. or March 26 at 2 p.m. You
can also call to set up an appointment to
learn more about the program. For more
information call 263-9620. Kansel is
located near Grove at 2212 E. Central.

The Kansas University Black Alumni
Network is now accepting nominations
for the 2015 Leaders and Innovators
awards. The awards honor AfricanAmerican Alumni who have distinguished
themselves and made a difference
through demonstrated leadership and/
or innovation to the University, their
profession or society-at-large. The
committee is accepting nominations for
the 2015 awards through March 16,
2015.
To be considered, the nominee must be
an African-American who attended and/or
graduated from the University of Kansas,
and must be an acknowledged leader/
innovator within his/her community,
chosen profession, or society-at-large.
Nominees selected will be recognized
in the fall of 2015 at the biennial Kansas
University Black Alumni Network
Reunion Celebration. Nomination forms
are available on the KU Black Alumni
Network web page www.kualumni.org/
kublackalumni.

It’s time to make plans for spring
break. For families not heading off to the
ski slopes or the beach, it’s a great time
for teens to have a meaningful experience
volunteering. United Way’s 22nd annual
Youth Days of Caring provides just that for
middle school and high school students.
Teens can pick from more than 54
volunteer projects at 36 local nonprofits
throughout the week of Mar. 16 - 20
across the Wichita metro area. Projects
include distributing food, painting, visiting
with senior citizens, sorting clothing,
making cookies, trimming trees, spring
cleaning and more. All participants will
receive a free United Way Youth Days of
Caring T-shirt.
Register online at www.unitedwayplains.
org/springbreak. Those without computer
access can call 2-1-1 (United Way’s 24hour information phone line). Students
register for volunteer projects on a firstcome-first-served basis; minimum age 12,
depending on the project. Sign-up ends
March 10.

•New & Pre-owned
•All Makes & Models
•Good Credit or Bad

Kellogg & Tyler
.PO4BUtBNQN
Cell: (316) 641-4210

Tuesday by Appt. Only

Community

Kansel RecRuiting foR
spRing constRuction
tRaining class

email: albkash50@icloud.com

Amazing and Annointed
Marsha Ector-Haney
Conference Speaker
Presenter
Panelist
Prayer Buddy
16 Years licensed
Missionary Evangelist
1-888-347-6252
www.marshaectorhaney.com

Ki DOSRLD

2739 N. Hillside

1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7 • Wichita, KS 67207
316.685.7700 • soduniyi@amfam.com
www.sammyoagency.com

Sammy O. Oduniyi

•Auto • home • Life • Business

Mennonite Housing Realize Your Dreams

 1 LOT N. OF 1217 N. ASH 1954 N. ASH

2127 N. WASHINGTON 1111 N. MADISON


HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESS 

Energy Efficient Homes
$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE
Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.
www.mhrsi.org

P
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24-Hour Claims Reporting & Customer Service
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Mayor’s race
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Not All Candidates Respond
To the Community’s Request

T

he candidates for mayor were given two major opportunities to reach out to the African- American community. They
were all invited to attend the Voter empowerment Political
Forum held at St. Paul Ame. They were all asked by The Community Voice staff to respond to the three questions that appear
on page 10 of this issue.
Attendance at any forum is totally optional and as several
of the candidates informed us, they received at least a dozen
request for response to questions. obviously, they chose to
respond to questions and to attend forums based on their priorities. For that reason, we wanted to make sure our readers were
aware of the candidates that did not make the African-American
community a priority.
Don’t let a candidate tell you they didn’t receive the questions
from The Community Voice. We mailed the questions early and
where needed, make three and four attempts to get responses
from some candidates.

Small Margins May Decide Primary Winners

W

ith 10 candidates in the race for
Wichita mayor, the voting pool
will be heavily divided making it
possible for a contestant to win with very
few votes.
“I know we’ve said it before, but in
this case, the results of the primary will
really depend on who gets out the vote,”
said former Wichita Vice Mayor and
Retired KS State Sen. Rip Gooch. “With
10 candidates, there’s potential for a real

THE CHALLENGE*:
In a one page essay, profile someone whose
personal financial decisions and example have
impacted the life or lives of others. The person
may have had a positive or negative impact on
others and may be personally known to you or
world-renown.

Sam Williams and Tracy Stewart
Candidates that did not respond to the questions, but attended the forum.

Sean Hatield and Fran Jackson

Feb 26, 2015

ELIGIBILITY
The contest is open to any public, private or
home school Kansas high school SENIOR
who is planning to attend a KANSAS school
of higher education, and who is
participating in a KSC or OSBC sponsored
program such as EverFi, The Stock Market
Game or Life$marts.

|
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The Wichita VoTe on
Marijuana Penalty Reform
Is April 7
To vote, you must
be registered by
March 14

Win up
to
$2,500!

Then, in a 2-3 page essay, provide analysis of
the financial decisions you are making now in
light of what you’ve learned from the person
you profiled.

2015 Election Calendar
March 3 Primary election Polls open 6 a.m. - 7 p.m.
march 4 Registration opens for General election.
March 17 Last day to register and vote in
the general election
march 25 - April 6 Advance Voting for general election
April 7 General election Polls open 6 a.m. - 7 p.m.

four years,” said Gooch, “however, the
good news is if you vote, you and your
friends could likely have a major impact
on the election.”
The two candidates who receive the
most votes will advance to the general
election on April 7. In addition to the
mayor’s race, the primary will narrow
down the candidates in two city council
races: District 2, which covers far Northeast Wichita and District 5, which covers

Kansas Financial Scholars’ 2015 Essay Scholarship Contest

Candidates that did not respond to the questions or attend
the forum:

Advance Voting is now open -- in case you can’t make it
to the poll on election day, consider advance voting
march 2 Advance Voting Closes

surprise.”
During the 2011 Primary, the last time
there was a mayoral race, just 15,000
votes were cast. Even though the votes
probably won’t be evenly distrbitued, a
candidate could possibly come out on
top with of the pack with as few as 5,000
votes.
“The sad news is, so few people will
probably decide our choices for who will
direct policies for our City during the next

To enroll for free in a sponsored
program & be eligible for the
contest, call 913.652.9164.
*For complete information on eligibility,
writing assignment and prizes, email
shannon.stone@ksc.ks.gov
or call 913.652.9164.

PRIZES

1st Place: $2,500
2nd Place: $2,000
3rd Place: $1,500
4th Place: $1,000
5th Place: $500
All eligible participants will receive a $10
Amazon Gift Card for the purchase of a
financial app, tool or book of their choice.

IMPORTANT

ESSAYS DUE:
Wednesday,

April 1, 2015

Sponsors: the Office of the Kansas Securities Commissioner & the Office of the State Bank Commissioner of Kansas

Responding
Mayoral
Candidates

Q
1

if the citizens of Wichita pass the ballot
question on marijuana sentencing
reform, would you be in favor of
supporting their wishes legally if the
revised penalties are challenged by the
State of Kansas

Q
2

What do you think community outreach
by the Wichita Police Department
should look like and if elected, how will
you be instrumental in building that
relationship between WPD and the
community.

Q
3

The City recieves grant money from both
the federal and state government. on the
county level, we’ve seen a recent trend
of turning down grant money, do you
support this type of action on a local level
and if so in what cases?

yes, i will support any decisions the people
make, and I will ight to uphold their decision.

i believe that we as citizens of Wichita, and the
W.P.D. need to come together no matter what
the difference and come to understanding. i
will hold W.P.D. accountable for their actions,
and show both W.P.D. and the citizens that i
will ight for them.

no, i do not support any turn down of any grant
money, may it be local or county. by not turning
down grants, it helps keep taxes low, which in turn
puts more money in the pockets of citizens, and
the grants will provide much needed money to the
city for projects.

Dan Helin, 51

i support the initiative and would defend it. i believe
that the current law punishes too harshly people
that need help and destroys families.

I think that the individual police oficers try very hard
to reach the community, however their leadership
seems to operate under a veil of silence. There needs
to be more openness about events that could blow
our community apart.. The other thing police need to
do, though it may seem small, is obey the laws, especially trafic laws. This leads to an appearance that
they are above the law and we are not. if they are to
have a moral authority to ine or arrest us they need
to hold themselves to an even higher standard.

if there is a grant for something we already do or
would like to do and meets our community priorities, that is ine. And, if we can live under the rule
place to receive the money, also that is ine. We
should not apply for or accept grants that have
costly tracking, intrusive tracking, or ill a need we
don’t have.

I will always ight for the citizens of Wichita. If
the citizens pass a vote that provides our city a
stance on issues then it is my duty to represent
them.

We must focus on improving community policing
by bringing together more partners, focusing on
issues important to our citizens, and ensuring
that we are open and transparent carrying out
the duties of keeping our community safe.

it is critical that we get back as much as we can
of our taxpayer’s money and use it to help our
community rebuild our streets, provide job training, bolster project access that provides free
health care, and many other projects that we
can guide state and federal dollars towards.

• Sheet metal Specialist
• high School education
• engaged

• owner, nomar Self
Storage
• nu-Ans Design
• Cessna Aircraft
• Aeronautical engineer
WSu
• Married to Beth Helin, MD

Jef Longwell, 55

• District 5 Councilmember
• owner of Ad Astra
Print Resources
• WSu (Degree incomplete)
• Married 35 Years

Tony Rosales, 38

Jennifer
Winn, 44

• Small Business Owner
• High School Education
• Married

i believe that our police department should be
heavily involved in our community. back when i
was I was a kid, the police oficers would be out
in our neighborhood and talk to us on a regular
basis. i do not see that happening very much
anymore and that could be a reason for the lack
of trust between the community and the police
department. The new police chief will have to be
the leader in this and will have to promote this
to his oficers.

i think that grant money, used in the right way,
can be beneicial. State and federal grants
can be used to help the city, but must be used
appropriately and for the right reason, but also
must be transparent to the voters of Wichita.
Any grant that the city is wanting to accept,
should be shown to the citizens to get their
opinion.

i voted for this initiative and am prepared
to work with the State to see if this is truly a
policy that we can all get behind. it would most
deinitely save the state and cities monies since
incarceration would be down. We knew going
into this that there could be legal ramiications, and i am prepared to move forward if it
becomes the will of the City through their vote.

i think the relationship between the community
and the Wichita Police Department needs to be
restored, enhanced and strengthened. i will address this by making sure there is transparency
and i would also incorporate more programs that
require community and police communication
such as a Coffee with a Cop program. Community Policing is very important because of the
visibility and i would like to see School Resource
Oficers put back into the middle schools.

i do not support this type of action because i
believe that Federal and State monies should be
looked at on a case by case basis and not by their
title. All monies of this nature are not bad and we
must look to see how it would affect our County
and who would beneit from it. I would like to have
more community outreach from our commissioners
allowing the county and communities to have more
of a voice.

I will absolutely defend and ight for the majority
voice of the people.

Community policing with interaction in the community
is what i see our police looking like. Knowing and understanding families and youth will allow for mentoring
rather than the perception of “ruling” in our communities. if elected i will work to eliminate those in position
of power that are abusing that power and promote
oficers in to those position that do protect and serve.
There are law enforcement oficers that truly want to
help their city and do their jobs for the right reasons.
These are the people we should be promoting.

The grants that are given range from funding health care, street projects and things like
arresting more of our citizens for the prohibition
of marijuana. So it would need to be money that
makes sense and does not harm our people.

STAY TUNED
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• District 1 City Council
member
• B.S. Education,
emporia State
• Married 46 years

I will always ight for the citizens of Wichita. If
the citizens pass a vote that provides our city a
stance on issues then it is my duty to represent
them. i would be supportive of their wishes,
although we would have to see if it would be
cost effective to ight against the state in court.
if the ballot passes, it shows the state that our
citizens want this reform and that their legislatures should help the city to ight for this, if the
state tries to strike it down.

|

Lavonta
Williams, 65

I will ight for every penny I can get from our
State and Federal Governments.

Feb 26, 2015

• Co-owner/ operator
Twin Peaks east
• Attended Friends
university 1994-1998
• Divorced

Mayor’s race

Robert
Culver, 43
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New Northeast Leadership Council
Seeking Individuals to Train to Grow

10

A

Community

re you interested in finding out
ways you can help lead Wichita,
impact change on issues that
concern you, or develop the leadership
skills necessary for success, then consider
joining the Wichita Northeast Leadership
Council. This new council will offer
adults and youth, highly coveted free
Leadership training through the Kansas
Leadership Center in downtown Wichita.
Large part of the group’s goal is the
development of individuals who are
informed and interested in becoming
more engaged in the City.
The first leadership training group is
open to eight adults and two youth from
Wichita City Council District I and II,
with the training scheduled for summer
2015. Ultimately, the council hopes to
train two to three leadership groups per
year.
If you’re interested in learning
more about the council, or if you’re
interested in mingling with others who
have a desire for positive change in the

community, then consider attending the
provided.
Northeast Leadership Council’s Kick-Off
For additional information contact
Alana Haynes at ahaynes@wichita.gov or
event on Mon., March 2, at the Kansas
call 303-8016. To RSVP for the event, go
Leadership Center, 325 E. Douglas
Ave. The planned two-hour program
to jumpstartwichita.eventbrite.com. 
begins with
a cocktail
mingle. A
keynote
presentation
will be
Chris Roseboro is a police oficer,
delivered by
ire ighter, medic and Guinness
motivational
World Record holder. his diverse
speaker Chris
list of accomplishments includes
Roseboro,
competing on the TV series Fear
who will
Factor, producing ilms, founding
share how
youth outreach programs and
being
much more. Chris will inspire you
to break past the barriers that
involved
are keeping you from acting on
in his
what you truly want during his
community
presentation at the Wichita northeast Leadership Council
changed
Kick-off event on mon., march 2, 5 to 7 p.m. at the Kansas
his life.
Leadership Center, 325 e. Douglas. This inspiring event is
Refreshments
free and open to the public. 
will be

Fear Factor Contestant
Will Be Keynote Presenter

TARP Reunion Souvenir Book Available

The CommuniTy VoiCe
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Let’s
Two-Step
Fundraiser

Learn • Have fun • Show your-skills

Sat., March 14 • 6 - 10 p.m.
$10 in advance
40 Plus Club
3926 E. 13th St. N.

$15 at the door

Learn from

Darrell Calhoun

2014 Step-Oﬀ Champion
Kansas City, MO

This is a fundraiser
for Black Women
Empowered in Wichita
For tickets contact: Mary Dean-316-371-2253, Shirley Benton
Kelley-316-806-2968, Vada Bowen-316-841-0614, B.K.
Burkhalter-316-768-9954, Ra’Shualaamu Bashira-316-821-0350

A

souvenir book from the 2013
and 2014 TARP reunion is now
available. The 44-page book is
loaded with photos from both reunions
and lots of great add-ons. Individuals
who attended the reunion share their
TARP memories and you can take a
nostalgic stroll back through the top
hits of the 50s, 60s and 70s. You might
not remember that the top hit of 1960
was Hit the Road Jack by Ray Charles
or that the Supremes dominated the
charts in 1965 with: Stop in the Name
of Love, I hear a Symphony and Back
in My Arms Again. The book also

includes pages of
“Did You Knows?’,
that highlight historic
local events important
to our community,
that occurred during
the TARPS 22-year
history.
The souvenir
book is a great value
for just $10 and the
proceeds help fund
the 2015 TARP reunion, scheduled
for July 3 and 4. This year will be an
extra special reunion, since this marks

the 60th anniversary of
TARP’s beginning. TARP,
which stands for Teenage
Recreation Program, was
a Friday night favorite
for neighborhood youth
from 1955 till it was
discontinued in 1977.
The clean, wholesome
dance, held in the gym
at McAdams Recreation
Center, was a coveted
outing for youth across the city.
To purchase a book contact Patrick
Pruitt at 519-4609. 

Stronger Frequency Delivers Huge Ratings for Power 93.5

T

he change in their frequency
delivered big for Power 93.5.
Last fall, the station changed
its frequency from 93.9 to 93.5 to
reach additional listeners in Reno,
Sedgwick Harvey, Butler and Sumner
counties. The move paid off with the
newly released Nielsen Radio ratings
placing Power as the number one
station,beating out longtime market

leader KFDI.
Power has the largest listening
audience in Wichita and the
surrounding area. What is even more
spectacular is that Power is the number
one station with young and older
adults.
For total market coverage, persons
12 and over, Power has a 9.1 audience
share, with KFDI coming in second
with 8.3 share. KZSN, the Bull, came

in third with a 6.45 share. Power is
also number one for adults ages 18-34,
adults ages 18-49 and adults 25-54.
The station leads in time spent
listening, with overall Power listeners
spending 8 hours listening to the
station per week. KFDI listeners spent
an average 7:15 hours listening per
week and KZSN, listeners spent 6:45
hours listening each week.
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RSVP by 3/1 to 393-5220. The cost of admission is one
children’s book. Lunch will be provided.

MARCH 2 Jump Start Your Movement

14 Two-Stepping Fundraiser Come out to do
some ole school two-stepping and have a good time.
Darrell Calhoun, the 2014 Step-Off Champion of KC,
MO, will teach you how to two-step, from 6 – 10 p.m.
at 40 Plus Club, 3926 E. 13th St. N. Tickets are $10 in
advance and $15 at the door. For tickets, contact Mary,
371-2253, Shirley, 806-2968, Vada, 841-0614, B.K.
Burkhalter, 768-9954 or Ra’Shulaamu, 821-0350.

3 City and School Board Election Primary

28 BEAUTILLION 40 Scholarship Awards Program
and Talent Expo at Century II, Concert Hall, 6 p.m, Featuring past and present participants from 1976 – 2015.
Purchase your tickets from members of Wichita Links
or from Beautillion participants.

Everyone has a movement, Let’s get yours going. Come hear
motivational speaker Chris Roseboro and hear ideas
about getting started on your movement. Sponsored by
the Wichita Northeast Leadership Council as a kick-off
to their leadership program coming summer 2015.
From 5 – 7 p.m. at the Kansas Leadership Center, 325
E. Douglas. RSVP at jumpstartwichita@eventbrite.com

Vote
in the primary race for mayor, city council and school
board races. Regular polling places open 5 a.m. – 7
p.m.

5 Climate Change is a Civil Rights Issue An
evening roundtable event with a moderated group
discussion. The guest speaker will be Rev. Dr. Gerald
Durely, a globally influential speaker and long-time
civil rights leader. Begins at 6 p.m. at WSU, Marcus
Welcome Center, just east of the baseball stadium off
21st and Mike Oatman Dr. Light hors d’oeuvres and
beverages will be served. Seating is limited. Register at:
tinyurl.com/RegisterClimateKCU. Sponsored by Kansas
Christians United.

6 Screening of the Movie, Culture High

17 An Affair to Remember: Where Memories
are Born, Treasured, and Celebrated an arts and
letters event sponsored by the Wichita Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. The evening of song,
music, spoken word, fashion and other art forms will
begin at 6 p.m. at The Abode, 1330 E. Douglas. Tickets
are $40 each. .
18 Financial Freedom Expo An half-day of
financial empowerment for the community, 9 a.m. – 2
p.m. at the Urban Preparatory Academy. This free event
includes an expo, workshops for people in all stages
of their financial life, lunch and a dynamic keynote
presenter. Sponsored by The Wichita Branch NAACP,
the Community Voice and an extensive list of community
partners.
EXHIBITS
Selma to Montgomery: The Long Walk to Freedom at The Kansas African American Museum, 601 N.
Water. On display through April 18, 2015.
Exhibit Resurrection and Recyclables by local
artist Anthony Dozier on deplay in the Cadmen Glass
Gallery, WSU Rhatigan Student Center. From Feb. 23
through March. 13. This creative art is made from
trash, things people have thrown away. For more on
this exhibit, see story page 18.
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7 28th Annual Youth Symposium Building Partnerships to Support Our Youth will be held from 9 a.m.
– noon at the Girl Scout Building, 360 Lexington Road
(Kellogg and Edgemoor). The event for both male and
females ages 13-17 will help participants come to grips
with peer-pressuring challenges that may deal with
making healthy choices, healthy living and a healthy
generation. This event is sponsored by the Gamma
Chi Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

11 Camellia Gooch Lee Heart of the Matter
Walk and Lunch Save the date. Details to be announced.

|

This
movie tears into the current marijuana debate with
arguments by both supporters and opponents of existing marijuana laws. After the movie, Esau Freeman will
discuss the April 7 Wichita ballot measure on Marijuana
Sentencing Reform. Tickets suggested $8 donation, but
no one will be turned away. At the Murdock Theater,
536 N. Roadway, 7 p.m. start.

ApR 7 General Elections Go out and vote for
your candidate for mayor, city council and school
board.

A

Christopher
Wheeldon’s
dreamlike After
the Rain Pas de
Deux - praised
for its sublime
simplicity and intricate partnering
- was an instant hit
for the New York
City Ballet in 2005.
But leave it to the
Ailey dancers to
make it their own.
Jacqulyn Buglisi’s Suspended
Women is a
mesmerizing ensemble piece created in
2000, illuminating the challenges and
strength of women across the ages. It
is recognized as one of the signature
works by this celebrated former Martha
Graham dancer, choreographer and
master teacher.
Created in 2006, Hofesh Shechter’s
acclaimed Uprising features seven men
who bombard the stage with intensity in
an exhilarating work that uses a movement style that is primal and imbued
with high-tension energy.
In addition to performances of Ailey
classics including Alvin Ailey’s signature
American masterpiece Revelations,
other encore performances of recent
commissions will include Bill T. Jones’
modern dance classic D-Man in the
Waters; LIFT, by Aszure Barton; and
Chroma, by Wayne McGregor
Choreographer Alvin Ailey founded
the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
in 1958. In the 1960s, sponsored by
the U.S. State Department, Ailey took
his company on the road, which helped
create their international reputation.
Ailey stopped performing in the mid1960s, but he continued to choreograph close to 80 ballets. 

Feb 26, 2015

6 Ailey II The Next Generation of Dance. This
troupe merges the spirit and energy of the country’s
best young dance talent with the passion and creative
vision of today’s most outstanding emerging choreographers. Ailey II is one of the most popular dance
companies in the county. Tickets are $30 to $40 per
person. At the Orpheum Theater, 8 p.m.

7 Mardis Gras Time Come celebrate the season, with
free beads and masks, beginning at 8 p.m., C’s/Elk’s
Lodge, 427 S. Hydraulic. Tickets are $5 in advance.
Sponsored by IBPOElk’s of the World.

lvin Ailey
American
Dance
Theater, beloved as
one of the world’s
most popular
dance companies,
is on an 18-city
coast-to-coast
tour, and Wichita
is lucky enough to
be in the mix with
a performance on
Fri., March 6. The
tour carries on the
company’s legacy
of uplifting, uniting
and celebrating the human spirit with
Ailey’s extraordinary dancers bringing
life to a wide variety of premieres, new
productions and classic works.
The Associated Press proclaimed
that “...the timing could hardly be
more apt for Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater’s new civil rightsthemed piece” ODETTA a world
premiere choreographed by renowned
Ailey dancer Matthew Rushing. The
tribute is set to the musical repertoire
of celebrated singer and civil rights activist Odetta Holmes, who was known
as “the voice of the Civil Rights Movement” and anointed as “the queen of
American folk music” by Martin Luther
King, Jr.
The Pleasure of the Lesson, the
Company’s first collaboration with
Robert Moses, will also be presented
on tour for the first time. Known for his
sophisticated and sexy choreography,
the new work was created with a cast
of ten dancers for the Company’s 2014
Koch Theater engagement.
This year the company is premiering
ballets from three respected choreographers: Christopher Wheeldon,
Jacqulyn Buglisi and Hofesh Shechter
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calendar

Tribute to Black Colleges and Universities Banquet This year the keynote speaker
will be Dr. JoAnn Haysbert, Executive Vice-president of
Hampton University. This event will be held at the HyattRegency Hotel and begins with a reception at 6 p.m. The
program begins at 7 p.m. Individual tickets are $50
each and available from members of Alpha Phi Alpha.

Alvin Ailey Wichita Visit
Will Be a Rare Treat

community
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Tabernacle Bible Church

THE CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS
1817 N. Volutsia - Wichita, KS 67214
Church Ofﬁce: (316) 681-3954

Sunday School
9:00 AM
Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Resurrection Sunday
Sunrise Services

Lincoln E. Montgomery, Senior Pastor
Annie K. Montgomery, First Lady

"QSJMtBN
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ofﬁce for

Robert J. Bethea, Jr.
Funerals • Cremations

Ask about our affordable burial packages
Affordable Funeral & Cremation Options
Pre-Need Insurance
Private Viewing Rooms
Dove Releases
Horse and Carriage Hearse

Warm,
Compassionate,
and Professional Services

316-201-1660
615 W. Maple
(Maple and Sycamore)

Downtown across the street from Lawrence Dumont Stadium

316-201-1660

RAPPER,
from page 4
Mr. Pollard denies the charges. Kenneth Montgomery, his defense lawyer,
disputes GS9 was a gang with Mr. Pollard in charge.
Until last summer, the case would
have received little attention. Raised
by his mother — his father, Gervase
Johnson, is serving a life sentence in
Florida for attempted murder — Mr.
Pollard had dabbled in music, but had
also been in and out of juvenile detention centers, once for an arrest for gun
possession.
The rappers “Hot Boy” song stayed
under the radar until June, when a user
on Vine uploaded a six-second clip of
Mr. Pollard’s hip-centric “Shmoney
Dance,” a move mimicked by N.F.L.
players and Beyoncé.
Initially, Mr. Pollard’s dark, gunheavy songs were celebrated for being a
narration of what goes on in the street.
Mr. Pollard raps about selling crack,
and says, “Everybody catching bullet
holes.” Now, from jail, Mr. Pollard,
who once stood by the veracity of his
rhymes, said that the lyrics were “fabricated,” because “that’s what’s selling

nowadays.”
Reggie Ossé, an entertainment
lawyer who has represented hip-hop
figures including Jay Z, likened Bobby
Shmurda’s story to that of the rapper
Shyne, a former client, who was signed
by Bad Boy Records before going to
prison for nearly nine years for a shooting at 22. As with Shyne, “Bobby got
this deal from his persona, from this
gangster lifestyle,” Mr. Ossé said, “so
in a sense the label and listeners are
encouraging him.”
But record companies are not built
to help artists navigate their way out of
their tough circumstances: “The label
only cares about what you’re contracted
to produce — the deliverables,” Mr.
Ossé said. “Who’s that bridge to take
you from this world to a safer world?
There is no bridge.”
More often, that guidance and
personal involvement “is reserved for a
manager or an attorney — or parents,”
said Larry Jackson, a former executive
at Sony and at Interscope. “Maybe in
healthier times for the music business
there would be a little more human
compassion. But now, the business is in
a really troubled place, and people have
other responsibilities, like their own
livelihood.” 

Jackson
Mortuary

Gonzalez, Leandro Fuentas, 46, died
2/17/15. He was a disabled barber.
Service was held 2/21/15 at St. Mark
United Methodist Church. He is survived
by: spouse; Chywonna Gonzalez, sons;
Leandro Gonzalez Jr., Orlando Gonzalez,
daughters; Sarah Gonzalez, Daughter,
Olivia Gonzalez, mother; Eligia Gonzalez,
sisters; Lory Ybarra, Belinda Gonzalez,
brothers; Lionel Gonzalez, Eloy Gonzalez,
Martin Gonzalez and sister; Belinda
Gonzalez.
Grant, Margaret K, 70, died 2/21/15.
Service will be held 2/28/15, noon
at Community Baptist Church. She
is survived by: sons; Anthony Grant,
Nathaniel Grant, Jr., Kevin Grant,
brothers; Robert Weekly, Donnell
Weekly, and Mickey Weekly.

We’re Online at
voiceitwichita.com

Casey, Thomas E., 73, passed 2/17/15.
Service was held 2/20/15 at Old Mission
Mausoleum

Williams, Baby Jeremih Ethan,
newborn, passed 2/19/15. Service is
pending.

Cooper, Joyce Marie, 75, died 2/5/15.
Service was held 2/13/15 at New Jerusalem
Baptist Church.
Finch, Moses E., 64, died 2/9/15. Service
was held 2/17/15 at Planeview Church of
God in Christ.
Hall, Baby Nicha Nicole, newborn, passed
2/18/15. Service will be held 2/27/15, 10 a.
m., at Mt. Gilead Apostolic Faith Church.
O’Quinn, Nathan, 73, passed 2/16/15.
Service was held 2/21/15 at Greater New
Testament.
Ramirez, Blas Lira, 88, passed 2/12/15.
Service was held 2/17/15 at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help.

Biglow Funeral
Directors

Complete Funeral

Starting at $2,950

(Direct Cremation starting at $945)

Holsey, Richard Lee, 65, passed
2/22/15. Service is pending.
Hoyt, Steve Cordell, 66, passed 2/20/15.
Service is pending.

Did we comfort your family when you sent
your loved one home?
Did we care for your family during your
time of need?
Did we provide the understanding
you desired?

McGuiller-Hill, Yvonne, 92, died
2/8/15. Service was held 2/16/15 at
Biglow Funeral Home Chapel. She is
survived by: nephews; Leon Wells, Larry
Washington, nieces; LaLondra Williams
and Sherry R. Martin.
Miller, Annetta J., 73, passed 2/21/15.
Service is pending.

If you answered YES to any of the above
questions, then please allow us to
continue to provide your family with the
same Comfort Care and Understanding
with our Complete Funeral Service Package.
“From Our Family to Yours”

957 N. Oliver. Wichita, K5
At the corner of 9th & Oliver

ST. MATTHEW C.M.E. CHURCH

www.biglowfuneraldirectors.com

A Five Part Sermon Series
on

“The Investment Factor –
A Changed People,
Changing the World”

The

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:30 AM
MORNING WORSHIP: 11:00 AM
W.O.W. - WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAY: 7:00 PM
T-N-T – TRADITIONAL BIBLE TEACHING
ON THURSDAY: 6:30 PM
841 N. Cleveland St
Wichita, Kansas 67214
316-267-5730

(316) 247-5492

Rev. James C. Hendricks, Sr.,
Pastor/ Presiding Elder
1st Lady Carolyn Hendricks

Faithful
Family

Feb. 1 • Feb 8 • Feb 15 • Feb 22 & • March 1
Sundays • 10:45 a.m.

Come join us and learn
Biblical, Spiritual and Practical
help for Your Family.

North Heights

Chrisian Church
3030 N. Hillside

Rev.Titus James
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Tomlinson, Charles Ellie, 81, died
2/22/15. He was a meat processor.
Service is pending He is survived by:
spouse; Zelma Tomlinson and daughter;
Annette Oliver.

Walls, Sandra K., 71, passed 2/11/15.
Service was held 2/21/15 at North Heights
Christian Church .

|

Polite, Bobbie J., 75, died 2/9/15.
Service was held 2/21/15 at St. Andrews
Baptist Church. She is survived by:
spouse; William Polite, daughters;
NaTisha Choice, Juaria Hearn, stepdaughters; Evelyn Myers, Melva
Selectman, Deborah Polite-Brown, sons;
Anthony Robinson, David Hearn, William
Polite Jr., step-sons, Marvell Polite and
Kenneth Polite.

Amen, Lloy Fred, 72, passed 2/21/15.
Service is pending.
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Holieworth, Shirley Ann, 61, died
2/15/15. Service was held 2/23/15
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel. She is
survived by: spouse; Charlie Holieworth
Jr., sons; Kevin Cheeks, Alonzo Cheeks,
brother; John “Bubba” Brown and
sister; Frankie Bible.

Todd, Patricia, 68, passed 2/16/15.
Service is pending.

Obituaries

Fatherree, Brenton, 42, died 2/9/15.
He was a purchasing agent at Butler
America Spirit. Service was held 2/16/15
at St. Mary’s Baptist Church. He is
survived by: sisters: Kimberly Fatherree,
Allison Fatherree, aunts; Phebia Williams,
Gilda Simmons, Dorris Fatherree, and
Jeweline Seymour.

RJ Bethea Funeral
& Cremations

14 Governor Celebrates King Holiday and Black History

SOCIAL

PhoToS:
1. Topeka School board member Patrick Woods is
interestingly juxtaposed against a picture of martin
Luther King, Jr. at the annual King holiday celebration at the State Capitol.
2. Gov. Sam brownback leads the ceremonial march
to the Capitol.
3. KS St. Rep Rod houston, a talented musician,
played the Star Spangled banner at the King holiday
ceremony held inside the Capitol. KS. Sen. oletha
Faust-Goudeau is to his right.
4. Dr. mildred edwards, director of the Kansas African
American Affairs Commission, coordinated both the
King holiday Program and the special black history
exhibit that was on display in the Capitol during
February.

remained on display in the capitol through the month.



K

ansas Gov. Sam Brownback, with the support of
the Kansas African American Affairs Commission,
celebrated both the King Holiday and Black History Month with two separate events. The annual King
Holiday celebration included a ceremonial march to
the capitol lead by the governor. The formal program
continued inside and included performances by
Wichita’s ARISE and a musical selection by KS St. Rep
and talented musician Rod Houston.
In February, the state recognized Black History
month with a special Black History exhibit featuring outstanding Africans from Kansas. The exhibit

2
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Toussand Celebrates 100th Birthday
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A

melia P. Toussand celebrated
her 100th birthday on Jan. 17
with more than 100 friends
and family members. Toussand,
formerly of Lake Charles, LA, turned
100 on Jan. 14. The celebratory
event was held in the ballroom of
Homewood Suite.
Amelia, who was born in
Louisiana, was one of four siblings.
Besides Amelia, her sister Loris, age
98, is still alive. Amelia was married more than 60 years to the late
Adam Toussand. Together, they had
two children -- Laura and Sidney –
both of whom are deceased. After
her home was damaged by Hurricane Rita
in 1994, Amelia moved
PHOTOS:
1. Amelia Tousasand, a
faithful member of Holy
Savior Catholic Church,
visits witih Father
Billinger.
2. The beautiful birhday
cake had a layer for each
generation of the Toussand family.
3. Amelia is still spry
and well dressed at
the one century mark.

2

to Wichita to be near her daughter
Laura’s children.
The birthday celebration was
hosted by her grandchildren:
Jennifer (Kevin) Holland, Kim
(Norvell) Bufford, Darryl (Danita)
Batiste, all of Wichita and Daphanie
(Kevin) Pointer of Florissant, MO.
Amelia also has six great-grandchildren and one great-great grandson.
Amelia is a faithful member
of Holy Savior Catholic Church.
She loves shopping spending time
with her family. She also enjoys
cooking her native
creole dishes from

3

4

3

Louisiana as much as her family loves
eating them. 

1
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Friends and Family Celebrate
Seymour’s 80 with a Surprise

I

t was a successful surprise
for Jeweline Seymour,
when friends and family
members gathered for a surprise celebration of her 80th
birthday. She thought she was
going to church for a meeting,
but instead, it was her special
day, with nearly 70 guests
gathered for the event held at
noon on Sat. Feb. 7 at Calvary
Baptist Church.
One of the biggest surprises
had to be the attendance by
her brother Marcus Washington, who made the trip from
California for the celebration.
Jeweline, a Wichita native, is a
1954 graduate of Wichita North
High. A nurse, she worked
at Via Christi St. Francis, until
she retired. She and husband
Kenneth were married 40 years
before he passed. They have
two sons Anthony and Timothy who
both reside locally.
She gives special thanks to Sherry
Carter Marks and Theola Copper for
making her day extra special.

PHOTO:
Jewline Seymour, (seated R)
Is pictured at her 80th birthday party with
(seated) friend Theola Cooper (and (Back
L-R) friend Sherry Carter Marks and niece
Allison Fatherree.

Love Power Couples
along to community events and at
Danielle’s job, there are other young
mothers, so it’s not unusually to walk into
the ofice and ind kids.
What they ind themselves doing is
prioritizing. Some things they may want
to do, have to wait. They’re just glad that
now both of them are working regular 8 to
5 jobs and they’re on the same schedule.

Have there been any bumps in
the road?
early on, it was really tough. Danielle
was working two jobs, at hoPe Street
and Applebees, and going to school.
even though it’s gotten better, it’s still a
struggle, they say, and it’s particularly
hard to juggle when you have kids.
What helps is that they can so often
take the kids with them. The kids come

Their inal advice to other
couples.
it’s a give and take. it can’t be onesided.
be ready for better or worse.
As a minister told them, marriage isn’t
about 100%, it’s about both people giving
100% so it’s really 200%. When the other
person isn’t, or can’t, give their 100%, you
have to give that much more. 

Why do they think it works for
them?
The couple agrees their mutual
passion for work in the community helps
keep them together. They’re both into
youth programs and work with nonproits. Early on in their relationship,
Danielle worked at hoPe Street, a
community-based youth program, and
brandon joined in her efforts by becoming
a member of hoPe Street’s board.

We featured two
additional love
couples in our Feb.
12 issue. You can
read their stories
online at www.voiceitwichita.com

for rent
PROGRAM ASSISTANT
The Kansas Health Foundation is looking for a professional and dynamic program assistant/receptionist to join
our team. This crucial position is full time and provides a
high level of service as the first point of contact for foundation staff and visitors -- answering a multi-line telephone,
greeting and directing guests and providing administrative
support for program department staff. The ideal candidate
will have a professional appearance, be courteous, flexible
and knowledgeable of and committed to the mission of
the Kansas Health Foundation. Strong communication and
interpersonal skills is a must. This person will be able to
work well under pressure and multi-task. (To view the full
job description and qualifications go to www.khf.org.)
To make application, please email your resume, relevant
writing sample, references and cover letter, including salary requirements, combined as a single document in PDF
format to: mnewell@khf.org. Please indicate in the subject
line, “PROGRAM ASSISTANT POSITION.”
·Include your reason for seeking this position
·Provide specific examples of your relevant experience
related to the responsibilities outlined in the job description
at www.khf.org
·Indicate where you saw this posting
Please note, only applicants who submit a resume and
a complete cover letter addressing the points listed above
will be considered. Due to the high volume of applications
we typically receive, we regret that we can only contact
candidates that we would like to interview.
The Kansas Health Foundation is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
Deadline for Applications: March 31, 2015
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When so many young people
are just living together, how
rental housing listing
and why did you decided to get
$10 fee per listing
married?
The couple admits they considered
316-866-2794
breaking off their relationship a number of
times and were at the point they igured
they either needed to commit to each
drivers wanted
other or move on. They knew they were
young and would continue to grow, but
Drivers: $3,000.00 Orientation
whether they would grow in the same
Completion Bonus! $3,000.00
direction concerned them.
Driver Referral Bonus! Great
They talked about it a lot and realized
Pay (New hires min 800.00/wk
they really enjoyed being together and it
guarantee)! CDL-A OTR Exp.
helped that their shared passion for the
Req. 1-888-993-0972
community helped connect them.
in addition, a lot of
their friends were getting
POWER CDC HOMES
married and brandon said
FOR SALE
her friends kept pushing
him to propose.
NeW eveRYTHING! Build your energy efficient home
They married young,
at Power CDC 3rd Addition with several floor plans to
would they recommend it
choose from. Loan Assistance Available through City
for other couples?
of Wichita Servicing Housing Department. You have the
Wait, they say.
choice of picking your own interior, exterior paint colors,
marrying young isn’t for
brick, flooring, light fixtures, and cabinets. DON'T WAIT
everyone. it’s worked for
ANY LONGER call real estate agent today to see how
them, but everything isn’t
you can get approved to build your new home from the
peachy. Deinitely, they
ground up. vesta Florence 316.871.2796
say wait until after college.
“Wait until after you’ve
experienced some things,”
said Danielle.
“you’re taking someone

|

How did he propose?
his plans started traditionally, with
brandon taking Danielle’s father out to
dinner to get his blessings. originally,

brandon
planned to propose at a friend’s wedding
in Texas, but changed his mind, and she’s
glad he nixed that idea. The night before
they headed to the wedding, brandon
set the scene at the house The candles
were lit and he put the ring in a lower
on the table. When they’d settled down,
he asked her if she smelled the lowers.
Danielle picked up the lowers, but didn’t
see the ring, and told brandon she didn’t
smell anything. he encouraged her to
try again, and this time she saw the ring.
he proposed, she said yes, and then she
spent the next two hours ignoring him,
brandon said. She was on the telephone
sharing the news with all her friends.

even though they’re involved in some
of the same things, it also helps that they
both have their own projects. They’re
pleased and excited about each other’s
projects.
They’re concerns about growing apart
haven’t panned out. in fact, they say,
they’re continuing to grow and they’re
growing stronger together.
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How did they meet?
First impressions really do matter and
despite the fact that friends were trying to
set them up, Danielle didn’t have a good
irst impression of Brandon. They met at
a high school basketball game. brandon
arrived in a long matrix style leather coat.
he thought he was looking good, but the
look just didn’t work for Danielle, so she
took a pass on the hookup.
but in fact, clothes don’t make the
man, as Danielle found out a year or so
later when she was scrolling through
Facebook. brandon, and a few of
his fellow football players at Friends
university were having an online abs
contest. The idea was to see who could
get the most likes. When Danielle landed
on brandon’s photo, she immediately
thought, “so that’s what was under that
coat.” She immediately in boxed him.
They chatted on Facebook for a while
before they inally met for breakfast. For
a year, they just dated and got to know
each other. What they found, was that
they had a lot in common.

Brandon &
Danielle

classifieds

F

inding your life mate before you
even turn 20 may or may not be a
blessing. in the case of brandon
Johnson, 29, and Danielle Johnson, 28,
it’s been a blessing. The couple met
when they were in high school and began
dating when they were in college. Still
in their twenties, they’ve been married
for four years, and have two children.
Brandon is the CEO of his own non-proit,
CoRe, a community engagement and
leadership development program. Danielle supports his efforts, works fulltime as
a Program Coordinator in the Ofice of Diversity and inclusion at WSu and works
on her own community projects. When
so many people their age are loating
from relationship to relationship and just
hookin’ up, how do these twentysomethings keep their love strong?

else into account all
the time (when you’re
married). if you’re
not ready to do that,
you’re not ready to get
married,” said brandon.
before you make the
move, make sure you
discuss parenting styles
and money management
styles. These can be
deal breakers. brandon
had a son before the
couple started dating,
and it was important
things went smoothly
with Danielle and his
son, especially since she
didn’t have any children.

Love CoupLes

If love and marriage aren’t hard
enough for us average Joes, try making
it work with two all stars. We’re talking
about the kind of people who are going
at it full out, and making a diference at
work, in the community and at home.
While most of us can only ind balance
in one aspect of our lives, both partners
in this relationship are cashing in on
the trifecta.
Read on to ind out how they make it
work.

15

T:9.9”

16

The CommuniTy VoiCe

|

Feb 26, 2015

T:10.25”

COX BUSINESS INTERNET SM 10
& VOICEMANAGERSM
GET A $150 VISA® PREPAID CARD AFTER
ONLINE REDEMPTION

99

$

99

mo*

CALL 866-440- 560

ADD COX BUSINESS
INTERNET GATEWAY

7

$ 99

a month*

UPGRADES AVAILABLE FOR SPEED
OPTIONS UP TO 100 TIMES FASTER
THAN BASIC DSL

|

20+ PROFESSIONAL FEATURES
INCLUDING CALLER ID, CALL
FORWARDING & THREE WAY CALLING

UNLIMITED NATIONWIDE LONG
DISTANCE CALLING INCLUDED

VISIT COXBUSINESS.COM

*Offer valid until 5/3/15 to new commercial subscribers of Cox Business VoiceManagerSM Essential (excluding Centrex), Business Unlimited Long Distance and Cox Business Internet60 10 (max. 10/2 Mbps) in Cox-wired, serviceable
locations. Minimum 3-year service contract required. Any additional VoiceManager lines will be at the regular rate. Unlimited plan is limited to direct-dialed domestic calling and is not available for use with non-switched circuit
calling, auto-dialers, call center applications and certain switching applications. Fastest WiFi based on available 802.11ac equipment, available at additional charge. Prices exclude equipment, installation, taxes, and fees, unless
indicated. DOCSIS 3.0 modem provided. Speeds not guaranteed; actual speeds vary. Rates and bandwidth options vary and are subject to change. Speed claim based on Cox Business Internet 150 Mbps service vs. basic 1.5 Mbps DSL.
Phone modem provided by Cox, requires electricity, and has battery backup. Access to E911 may not be available during extended power outage or if modem is moved or inoperable. Discounts are not valid in combination with or in
addition to other promotions, and cannot be applied to any other Cox account. Services not available in all areas. Cox Business Visa® Prepaid Card available with qualifying new services ordered and activated between 1/5/15 and 5/3/15
with minimum 3-year contract. Account must remain active, be in good standing, and retain all services for a minimum of 30 days after install. Online redemption required. Void where prohibited. Limit one Prepaid Card per customer,
total not to exceed $150. Allow 6-8 weeks after redemption for delivery. Cards issued by MetaBank®, member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Cardholders are subject to terms and conditions of the card as set forth by
the issuing bank. Card does not have cash access and can be used anywhere Visa debit cards are accepted within the U.S. only. Cards valid through expiration date shown on front of card. Valid in U.S., territories and Puerto Rico. Offer
subject to modification or withdrawal at any time without notice. Other restrictions may apply. ©2015 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

