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I 
remember in one of 
my first years as editor 
of The Community 

Voice, I commissioned and 
ran an editorial cartoon 
that reflected the relation-
ship between Wichita 
State University and the 
surrounding community.  
The cartoon depicted WSU 
and its administrative 
team as an island in the midst of Northeast Wichita.  The 
administrators were looking out through binoculars at 
the “poor” little people in the surrounding community.   
The idea was to portray the distance the university ap-
peared determined to create between the campus and the 
surrounding community.   

I was only back in Wichita for about a year when we 
ran that cartoon, but already it had become clear to me 
the disconnect Northeast Wichita felt from the university.  
At the times, so much of what the university did seemed 
to be about separating from the community that sur-
rounded it.  

When President Don Beggs arrived on campus in 1999 
I sat down and interviewed him for a story in The Voice.  
During the interview, I  first asked him, and then tried to 
explain to him, the communities perceived separation 
from the campus. A major campus in the midst of an 
urban community should be a Godsend to the surround-
ing community I told him.  An example I used, and I’ve 
shared with many others since, is the relationship be-
tween a Black college and the community it surrounds.  
“You can bet a Howard University (or any other major 
African American college or university) is making a 

positive impact on, and reaching out to, the community 
it surrounds,”  I said. 

I’m not sure exactly what his response was and I don’t 
have a copy of the article at hand, but I can tell you he 
was totally surprised by the community’s feelings about 
the university and didn’t seem excited about the possibil-
ity for change.  I recognized he was new to the university 
and that I may have been hitting him with a lot, but in 
his more than a decade at the college, little was done to 
reach out to the surrounding community.  

So, you can you imagine how pleased I was by the 
refreshing comments by relatively new 
WSU president Dr. John  Bardo.  

“Enough is Enough,” he said.  
His comments were initially made in 

response to the heinous rape and burning 
of Letitia Davis in Fairmount Park, but 
his actions and additional comments 
were much more far reaching.  

"We don't live in a bubble at Wichita 
State. Our success and future are tied in 
every way to the success of the surround-
ing area. We know we have the expertise 
and capacity on this campus to help. It is 
time to turn those feelings into action,” 
said Pres. Bardo.  

OMG.  Finally, a university president 
that understands.  Finally, a president 
that sees a powerhouse in the midst of an 
economically troubled community can 
have a great and positive impact on its neighbors.  Fi-
nally a president that not only sees how the future of the 
university is tied to the future of the surrounding com-
munity, but one who is willing to commit the university’s 
staff and resources to help bring about positive change.   

Pres. Bardo has called for the formation of a task force 
called “Enough is Enough” to focus on creating safe, 

economically vibrant neighborhoods near WSU’s cam-
pus.  He has appointed the university’s Vice President and 
General Counsel Ted Ayres to lead the task force.

"The president and I agree that these issues are of sig-
nificant concern for the future of WSU and the surround-
ing area," said Ayres. "We are part of the neighborhoods 
that surround us, and the future of these neighborhoods 
and Wichita State are inextricably linked. I believe it is a 
real opportunity for us to make a difference.

I am pleased by the depth of Pres. Bardo’s response.  His 
action may initially have been in response to a crime 

near the campus and his concern about the safety of 
WSU students, faculty and staff, but what he’s called for 
is like a breath of fresh air.  It’s a refreshing and forward 
looking and reflective of other actions he’s taken since 
his arrival on campus.  Pres. Bardo is determined to 
establish WSU as a first class university and I’m glad to 
see the surrounding community as part of the plan.  

I 
begin this column with an introduction to the 
Wichita Black Chamber of Commerce (WBCC). 
In Nov. 2012, A group of business men came 

together to try to figure out how to capture a larger 
share of business in the market place. After a couple 
of meetings, the idea of creating a Black Chamber 
of Commerce was born. The first year was solely 
dedicated to structuring the organization. We got 
incorporated, conducted public interviews to choose 
a Board of Directors, wrote a Vision and Mission 
statement and had a logo designed by the Dante 
Design Group. 

Much time was given to selecting our areas of focus, 
given the many problems our community is faced 
with. We established several key committees such as 
the Educational Task Force to work with USD 259 
and WSU. It will deal with the literacy crisis, hiring 
of more Black teachers, and the introduction of new 
literacy programs. Also a legal advisory team was 
established to cover many of the issues faced by both 
members of the business community and the private 
sector. More volunteers are needed for some of the 
committees.  If you are interested in donating  2 or 
3 hours a week working with us on various issues 
contact us at 316-390-6744.

During our first year we held two socials/fundrais-
ers.  They both served as a way to introduce us to 

the community.  The first event was a bowling party 
at North Rock lanes, the second was a Pre-Valentine 
Party, held at the Marriott. Entertainment was pro-
vided by Julian Vaughn a nationally known jazz artist 
from Kansas City, Ks.

The WBCC closed out the year by successfully negoti-
ating an out of court settlement for an African–Amer-
ican woman who had been wrongfully terminated 
from her place of employment.   She received one of 
the largest settlements ever given to an employee.

Currently, WBCC is working to make sure Black 
art is included in the new Wichita airport terminal, 
addressing the literacy crisis at USD 259, and WSU’s 
commitment to Black businesses in their new eco-
nomic development plans on campus, and more.

Introducing Wichita’s Black Chamber of Commerce 
By Gene Bowen
President Wichita Black Chamber 
of Commerce  

By Bonita Gooch
The Community Voice  





Bonita Gooch 

Thank you WSU President Bardo 
•For recognizing Wichita State University’s success and future  is tied in every way to the success of the surrounding area and acting on it.  

“enough is enough,” said Wichita State university president dr. 
John Bardo, and we agree.  Thank you for reaching out to the 
university.  Your irst steps are admirable.  Now we’re ready for 
action. 



W
hat a great Christmas present to the community.  Mennonite 
Housing is finally tearing down the last of the old Sunflower 
Apartments between 13th and 14th and Kansas.  When the 

apartments were occupied, they were a haven for drug dealers and 
prostitutes and we were pleased when Mennonite Housing announced 
they had purchased the property to build one of their quality apart-
ment communities.  However, in the months since the apartments 
have men vacated; the property has become a home to vagrants, a 
dropping spot for illegal dumpers and a practice site for arsonists.  

How pleased I was to drive through the area this week and see the 
demolition team at work.  Representatives from Mennonite Housing 
are so pleased they decided to celebrate with a Demolition Program 
instead of waiting for the typical ground breaking ceremony when 
construction begins.  

Mennonite plans to begin construction of Phase II of French 
Quarters Apartments in 2015.  They also operate Madison Avenue 
Apartments, another quality development in Northeast Wichita.    

T
hanks to the board of the Peace and Social Justice Center for having 
me as the keynote speaker at their annual meeting.  I’m a writer, and 
not a public speaker, but the 

folks in attendance made me feel 
like I might have some skills.  

It helped that the topic was 
timely.  My subject was “How to 
Control the Cops,” and all across 
the country people were protesting 
the Garner decision 

Also that evening two really 
deserving people were honored for 
their service,  Russ Pataky (below) 
and Mary Dean, (below right)
pictured with  Janice Bradley.  
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Bonita Gooch

The Owners and Staff of T.O.P.S. Steaks and Hoagies would 
like to thank you for your coninued support and wish you and 
your families a 

     

Philly Steaks have been imitated but never really duplicated outside 
of Philadelphia. Now you can get an authenic Philly Steak Sandwich in 
Wichita at T.O.P.S. Steaks and Hoagies, with rolls and meat imported from 
Philadelphia Companies.

Seasons Greetings
Marry Christmas & 

A Healthy, Safe, Prosperous New Year.

Coupon

 

 

239-6403

Place your order now for Holiday Cakes and Pies at T.O.P.S.  
Speak with Juana Samuel Owner of BiterSweet Bakery  

316-708-5487 or 316-734-9176 
Bitterswe ete

Bakery

O
nce again it’s time for our 
year-end break.   We will 
return on January 16, 2014 

with our first new issue of the year.    
As we always do, we will try to find 

time to relax and enjoy family and 
friends.  But more typically, we’ll use 
the time to catch up and plan for 
next year.  

In the interim, we will regularly 
post breaking news and updates on 
our Facebook page -- Facebook/the 
Community Voice and or our website 
-- www.voiceitwichita.com.  So like 
us on FAcebook or bookmark our 
page.  

We’ll see you in the New Year, 
energized and excited about things 
to come. 

Voice Will 
Return 

January 15

2015

Merry Christmas to the Community  

Thanks to the Peace Center 
For Having Me as Their Keynote 





New Racial Profiling Guidelines 
Leave Some Agencies Exempt

D
espite an improving econ-
omy and jobs picture, the 
public is more pessimistic 

than it was after the 2008 financial 
crisis that it is possible to work 
hard and become rich, according 
to a New York Times poll.

The poll, which explored Ameri-
cans’ opinions on a wide range 
of economic and financial issues, 
found that only 64% of respon-
dents said they still believed in the 
American dream, the lowest result 
in roughly two decades. Even near 
the depth of the financial crisis 

in early 2009, 72% of Americans 
still believed that hard work could 
result in riches.

“Things have changed a lot,” 
Michael Herdmann, a 54-year-old 
retired public works employee 
from Fairview Park, Ohio, said in 
a follow-up interview. “The decks 
have been stacked against not only 
the lower class but also the lower 
middle class.”

 “The modern-day politician 
has lost track of why the welfare 
programs were put in place,” he 
added. “They don’t understand 

that part of the reason we help 
the poor to buy food was also to 
help fund the farmers. They have 
systemically reduced most of what 
was there to help the poor.”

The significant drop in faith 
comes as the nation added 
321,000 jobs last month and aver-
age hourly earnings for ordinary 
workers increased much more 
than expected. The economy is 
also being buoyed by a drop in oil 
prices, putting more money in the 
pockets of average Americans as 
the holiday season approaches.
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T
hey've moved all the way to 
the White House, but Barack 
and Michelle Obama say 

they're experienced their share of 
racism.

"There's no black male my age, 
who's a profes-
sional, who hasn't 
come out of a 
restaurant and is 
waiting for their 
car and somebody 
didn't hand them 
their car keys," 
Obama said in 
an interview with 
People magazine.

First lady 
Michelle Obama told People, "I 
think people forget that we've lived 
in the White House for six years. ... 
Before that, Barack Obama was a 
black man that lived on the South 
Side of Chicago, who had his share 
of troubles catching cabs."

She cited another incident 
involving her husband: "He was 
wearing a tuxedo at a black-tie 
dinner, and somebody asked him 
to get coffee."

Mrs. Obama told a story about 
how, as first lady, she once went 
incognito to a Target store in the 
Washington area.

"The only person who came up 
to me in the store was a woman 

who asked me to help her take 
something off a shelf," Mrs. Obama 
said. "Because she didn't see me as 
the first lady, she saw me as some-
one who could help her. Those 
kinds of things happen in life. So it 

isn't anything new."
All that said, the nation's first 

African-American president and 
first lady said that things have got-
ten better, though more progress is 
needed.

"The small irritations or indigni-
ties that we experience are nothing 
compared to what a previous 
generation experienced," President 
Obama said. "It's one thing for me 
to be mistaken for a waiter at a gala 
— it's another thing for my son to 
be mistaken for a robber and to be 
handcuffed, or worse, if he hap-
pens to be walking down the street 
and is dressed the way teenagers 
dress."

Obamas Discuss Racist Experiences

F
or the first time in ten years, 
the Justice Department has 
issued new federal guidelines 

on racial profiling that some com-
munity groups fear could actually 
make the discriminatory practice 
more common.

The existing 2003 guidelines 
have been updated to now protect 
individuals based on national 
origin, religion, gender and sexual 
orientation. However, the new 

guidelines do not apply to screen-
ings at the border, at airports, or 
in intelligence operations and lo-
cal police departments don't have 
to comply beyond those officers 
assigned to federal task forces.

The guidelines, released Dec. 8,  
are being introduced as protesters 
are staging demonstrations across 
the country in response to the 
deaths of black men at the hands 
of white police officers – namely 

Michael Brown in Ferguson and 
Eric Garner in New York.

The Justice Department points 
out the guidelines were five years 
in the making and were not written 
in response to those high profile 
cases or the protests.

Still, Attorney General Eric 
Holder hopes the new protocols 
will serve as a model for state and 
local police departments across 
the country.

Many Feel the American Dream 
Is Out of Reach, Poll Shows





Haiti crisis: Anti-Martelly protest turns violent

H
undreds of people in Haiti 
have marched through Port-
au-Prince, demanding the res-

ignation of President Michel Martelly.
The protest turned violent as police 

used tear gas to disperse the crowd.
Protesters threw stones at police 

and burned tires in the streets of the 
capital.

They are angry at Martelly’s 
reluctance to call legislative and local 
elections, which were due to have 
been held in 2011.

Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe 
resigned on Sunday following weeks 
of protests, but the opposition insists 
that President Martelly should go too.

Earlier US Secretary of State John 
Kerry called on Haiti to hold elections 
as soon as possible in order to put an 
end to the crisis.

“Recognizing the concessions 
made by all sides to resolve the 
impasse, the United States urges all 
parties to reach without delay a de-
finitive agreement on all outstanding 
issues and to carry out that agreement 
in good faith,” Mr Kerry said.

Devastating earthquake
Martelly was to have called elec-

tions in 2011, but they were post-
poned in a stalemate over an electoral 
law.Martelly’s administration blames 
the delay in holding elections on six 
opposition senators who contend leg-
islation that would authorize the vote 
unfairly favors the government.

The commission set up to break 
the impasse recommended that Lam-
othe resign, along with the head of the 
Supreme Court and current mem-
bers of Haiti’s Provisional Electoral 

Council. 
Administration officials have 

insisted the government wants to 
hold the elections. The terms of 10 
senators expire in mid-January and 
Parliament will be dissolved unless 
elections are held by then.  If the 
Parliament desolve, Martelly would 
rule by decree.

Opposition politicians say ruling by 
decree is exactly what Martelly wants.   
of wanting to rule by decree and that 
legislation that would authorize the 
vote unfairly favors the government.

Martelly has faced calls for his 
resignation for over two years

The government argues that op-
position politicians are dragging their 
feet in the hope of extending their 
time in office without elections.

Haiti was devastated by an earth-

quake in January 2010.
Much of the capital has been 

rebuilt, but the country is 
still struggling to recover 
from the tragedy.

Kerry said that “too 
much progress has 
been made since the 
earthquake to risk going 
backwards now”.

Martelly, a former pop 
star, was elected in May 
2011 with 68% of the 
vote and strong support 
from younger voters.

However, he has faced 
protests calling for his 
resignation since 2012. 
He appointed Lamothe 
prime minister in 2012, 
and some political ana-

lysts believe Lamothe might seek the 
presidency in upcoming elections.





Haitian Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe (R) re-
signed last week amidst major protest.  Protestors 
are also calling for President Michel Martelly  to 
resign.  Martelly, a former Rock star, was elected 
in 2010.  The country was devastated by an earth-
quake in 2010. 
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receive it electronically?  Just send us your email address and every 

The electronic 

, a day after the 

oice just send us an email from the 

end the email to press@tcvpub.



Sammy O. Oduniyi

Sammy O. Oduniyi Agency 
1133 S. Rock Rd, Suite 7  • Wichita, KS  67207316.685.7700  •   soduniyi@amfam.comwww.sammyoagency.com

•Auto   • home   • Life    • Business 

Happy Holidays  
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Music & More
Record Shop & Boutique 

2429 E. 13th St. 

694-9250

Mamie & her staff 

wish you 

Love, Peace & Joy

Shadyway Plaza Towers

Happy Holidays
from

A Senior Independent Living Community  

1421 N. Spruce • Wichita 
316.267.2500

  
  

  

   

 

P&P Seed & Bait

  

Roseline’s 
International 

5025 E. 21 St • Wichita
682-7009 

Happy Holidays

• Stop by & shop this 
   holiday season  
• Great cultural gifts 
• Unique & affordable  

Hours
  Mon -Sat  • 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Happy Holidays from all of us at 

Tiara’s 
Place

Donnie & Gerald

Soul Food ... the way 
you remember it

1339 N. Hillside  • 683-4955

Hours:  Tues. - Sat.  11a.m. - 6 p.m.  

Happy
Holidays  

Curtis Whitten
President/CEO

 

Residential Group Home & 
Adult Day Site Services

Residential services for individuals with 
                              intellectual & development disabilities  

  

  
214-1967 990-8677

•      

Happy Holidays

Decks the Halls

Merry Christmas 
& many blessings for the 
New Year

5635 E Harry St
Wichita KS 67218
316-686-6878
jose@joselooney.com

Jose Looney
State Farm Insurance 

Jose Looney

’

’
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 “Thank you for allowing 
me to represent you 

in Topeka"

   God Bless 

29th District

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau

Paid for by Faust-Goudeau for Senate, Beulah Daniels,Treasurer

Sen. Oletha Faust-Goudeau

  State Representaive 

Have a Wonderful

and a 

Happy New Year  

Holiday Season 

Gail Finney
       84th District 

State Representaive 

  

 

 455 N. Main • 268-4431

to District 1 & 

Have a Merry &
 Safe Christmas
to District 1 & 

all residents of the 

City of Wichita
City Council Member 

455 N. Main • 268-4431
Lavonta Williams

Happy Holidays from 
The Obamas 

In case you didn’t get one, here’s the 

Obama’s 2014 Holiday card.  

Their message:

In this wonderous season, may 
the spirit of the holidays bring 
you strength and happiness.  

The card is signed by each of the family members with 

paw prints from the irst dogs, Bo and Sunny.  
So far our card hasn’t arrived, (surely it’s in the mail) so 

we had to lift a copy from the web at therightpundit.com. 
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Holiday Specials

Loving Touch Health and Beauty Spa is located at 

3700 E.Douglas, in Clifton Square, Suite 52 Wichita, Ks  67208  

For appointments call 201-8600 or book online at www.lovingtouchspa.com. 

$99 Spa Day
30-min. Massage, Express Pedicure 

& Body Sugar/Wax or Makeup 

Application.     expires 01/15/15

Enjoy a  Spa Day 
at one of 

Wichita’s Premier Spas 
  •Therapeutic 
   massages• Herbal body  
    wraps• Sugaring 
    & waxing• Nails   • Makeups

Happy Holidays   

10333 E. 21 St. N, Suite 101 

(One block east of Webb Road)

Call  (316) 684-1470 for appointments

Impressive Smiles Dental 

ASK US ABOUT: CARECREDIT     &  CITICARD FINANCING  

Dr. Michael N. Williams & Staff 

from

General 

Dentistry 

for the Entire 

Family 

including 

Orthodontics  

and a 
healthy 

New Year

Dr. Val Brown Jr. 
& Staff

1035 N. Emporia, Suite 280

Wichita, KS  67214 

316-858-2000

Merry Christmas 

Health & Dental     Clinic 

1525 N. Lorraine   

A�ordable Health & Dental Care 
For the Entire Family

316-681-2545

E.C. TyreeE.C. Tyree

Happy Holidays

from the staff of Walk –ins are taken:

Clinic Hours: 
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When�you�or�a�loved�one�are�looking�
for�the�care�you�need�to�stay�active��
independent�and�in�your�home��look�no�
further�than�Via�Christi�HOPE��

Contact�us�for�information�on�enrollment�
or�to�arrange�a�personal�visit�
Participants�must�be�at�least����years�old�and�live�
in�Sedgwick�County��Participants�may�be�fully�and�
personally�liable�for�the�costs�of�unauthorized�or�
out-of-network�services�

Services provided

•�Medical�care

•�Medications

•�Home�care

•�Rehabilitative�therapies

•�Adult�Day�Health�Center

•�Dental��vision��and�hearing

•�Medical�transportation

•�Social�services

•�Dietary�services

•�Emergency�services

•�Assisted�living�and�or��� 
��nursing�home�care

Via Christi HOPE
2622 W. Central, Suite 101 
Wichita, Kansas 

316.858.1111 viachristi.org/HOPE

Via�Christi
HOPE

Signing Up for Health Insurance,
Even After Missing the Deadline

M
onday, Dec. 15, was the deadline to 
buy or switch plans in the insurance 
marketplace coverage that would 

begin on Jan. 1. You can still enroll in, or 
switch, a plan during the next two months. But 
new coverage won’t take effect until Feb. 1 at 
the earliest.

If you were enrolled in an Affordable Care 
Act plan in 2014 and didn’t make changes 
by Monday, you’ll generally be re-enrolled in 
the same plan next year, said Karen Pollitz, a 
health insurance expert with the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. (There are some exceptions; you 
should have received a notice outlining your 
options, if you are ineligible for automatic 
re-enrollment.) You still can decide to change 
plans, however, as late as Feb. 15 — the final 
deadline for open enrollment — for coverage 
starting March 1.

However, there is at least one potential 
caveat: If you are automatically covered by 
your old plan for a month or two in 2015 
before switching to a new one, your plan 

deductible — the amount you must pay out of 
pocket before the plan pays for certain kinds of 
care — will probably reset when the new plan 
starts. That means if your new plan starts on 
Feb. 1, bills you paid in January may not count 
toward your “new” deductible.

Ms. Pollitz said some insurers might allow 
you to apply the expenses toward your new 
deductible if you switch to another plan offered 
by the same insurer. So you should ask about 
that possibility. However, she noted, “this is not 
required under federal law.”

Still, a spokeswoman for Anthem, a large 
insurer, said someone enrolled in one of its 
individual plans bought on the marketplace for 
2015 can move to another Anthem individual 
plan and have their accumulated deductible 
amounts carry over to the new plan. (But the 
carry-over would not apply to someone moving 
from another insurer’s individual policy, or 
moving to an individual policy from a group 
policy, the spokeswoman said.)

Study Suggests Sugar Is Worse For 
Blood Pressure Than Salt: Really?

I
n recent years, salt has become 
somewhat less of a culprit in 
heart disease, and sugar has, 

at least in some researchers’ eyes, 
taken its place. Now, authors of a 
new study in Open Heart argue that 
sugar consumption may be con-
siderably worse for blood pressure 
than salt intake. In fact, they say, 
“It is time for guideline committees 
to shift focus away from salt and 
focus greater attention to the likely 
more-consequential food additive: 
sugar.” Whether it’s really valuable 
to pit one white crystal against the 
other is unclear, but what we do know is that 
neither salt nor sugar, in high amounts, is very 
good for anyone’s heart. For people who already 
have heart disease or high blood pressure, it’s 
probably best to keep an eye on both.

According to the study, "Compelling evidence 
from basic science, population studies, and 
clinical trials implicates sugars, and particularly 
the monosaccharide fructose, as playing a major 
role in the development of hypertension (high 
blood pressure)."

James DiNicolantonio from the Department 

of Preventive Cardiology at Saint Luke's Mid 
America Heart Institute in Kansas City and Sean 
Lucan from the Department of Family and Social 
Medicine at Albert Einstein College of Medicine, 
Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx called 
the dietary approach of cutting salt intake to 
lower high blood pressure “debatable.” They 
argue that restricting salt intake leads to a 
relatively small drop in blood pressure readings. 
Some research even suggests that between 3 and 
6 grams of salt per day is optimal for health, 
while less than 3 grams of salt can be harmful.

See DEADLINE, page 14 See SUGAR, page 23

Consumers who missed the Monday (Dec. 15) deadline for enrolling in, or 
changing, an insurance plan on HealthCare.gov still have two months to act. But 
there may be some drawbacks to procrastinating.
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Wichita Branch NAACP

1-866-591-1196

Seasons Greetings & Blessings 
to our community members & supporters  

Your 
Vote 

Counts 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Celebrating 41 active years of service to the community.  

Wishing you a
Happy and Peaceful 

Holiday Season 

AFRICAN AMERICAN FACULTY 

AND STAFF ASSOCIATION

WICHITA STATE 

UNIVERSITY

Kwanzaa Celebration 

Merry Christmas 
& Happy 
Holidays 

 from the 
McAdams 
Golf Club 

Merry 
Christmas

Happy 
New Year&

Happy Holidays from
McAdams 

Tennis 

Club 
& NJTL 

Tennis Classes start in April 
Instructors:  Alex Lee and Ron Thompson

 Free for kids who write an NJTL Essay 
(National Junior Tennis & Learning) 

Call 316.259.3023

URBAN LEAGUE OF KANSAS

THANK YOU 
for your support in 2014 
We wish you peace, joy and love 

From the board and staff of 
the Urban League of Kansas

Wishing you a Merry Christmas & 
a Safe New Year  

Happy holidays from the board of directors and sta� of the 

W.G. Williams Community Foundation

Join us as we Celebrate 

MLK Corporate Awards Breakfast 
Fri., Jan. 16, 2014, 7:45 a.m., Wichita Marriott
Tickets are $25 each, call 943-8951 for tickets  

Peace ON 

EARTH GOODWILL 

     TO ALL MEN



The staff of The Kansas African American is sponsoring a three-day trip along Alabama’s Civil Rights Trail 
with a focus on Kansas’ influence on the south.   The tour, from June 12-14, will make stops in Birmingham, 
Selma and Montgomery, AL.  Among the sites that will be visited are Dr. King’s home, the site where Wichitan 
Dr. James Reeb was attacked and location where slaves were sold and traded.  

The price for the trip is $825 per person and includes air fare and a chartered bus.  Only 30 slots are 
available and a $50 deposit will hold a place on the trip.  Payments can be made up until 30 days before de-
parture.  For more information contact: Devin Hansen at Sunflower Travel, 634-1700 or Jacquette Thomp-
son at TKAAM, 262-7651.  

Looking for East High Students from Mid-60s to early 70s 

Community Briefs  
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H
ere’s an opportunity to get a foot in the door 
in the construction industry.  

Workforce AID (Aligned with Industry 
Demand) provides free construction training in a 
10-week evening program.  Individuals who com-
plete the program graduate with a credential from 
the National Center for Construction Education and 
Research in Introductory Craft Skills.  Graduates 
will receive a hiring preference with the sponsoring 
companies as well as 11 college credits.  Available 
jobs await and pay from $10 -$17 per hour.  

This pilot project, at Wichita Area Technical 
College is funded by the Kansas Department of 
Commerce and some of the area’s largest construc-
tion companies. Up to 30 participants will have an 
opportunity to receive this training at no charge

An open house will be held at the Wichita 
Workforce Center on Fri., Dec. 19 from noon to 4 
p.m. for participants to come learn more about this 
opportunity and get started.  If you miss the open 
house, you still have an opportunity to participate 
but move quickly.  Classes begin Jan. 7 and continue 
through March 14.  Classes meet at WATC’s Grove 
campus, next to Wichita East High School and are 
held Monday through Thursday from 5 to 9:15 p.m.  
This schedule allows students to work days and 

attend classes at night.  Those who are currently 
receiving unemployment benefits may continue to 
do so while completing classes.   

For admittance into the program individuals must 
complete WIA eligibility at the Wichita Workforce 
Center and obtain a silver level work keys certifi-
cate. 

Interested applicants are encouraged to call Mary 
Mann 316-771-6626.

KANSEL, a non-proit organization provid-
ing adult education services in Wichita, is also 
offering a free seven-week construction training 
program.  The construction training program 
welcomes all adults aged 18 and over, and 
speciically encourages women and minorities 
to apply. 

    The next program starts January 26. 
Interested individuals should call 263-9620 and 
register to attend an information session Janu-
ary 13 at 10 a.m. or January 15 at 2 p.m.  

     KANSEL is located at 2212 E. Central.  

Kansel Also Offering 
Construction Training





Free Training Program Prepares 
Participants for Construction Jobs

T
he United Methodist Open Door 
Community Food Ministry, currently 
located at 1611 N. Mosley is consid-

ering moving from its current location to 
the corner of 21st and Opportunity Drive.  
After considerable concern expressed by 
some of the residents of the nearby com-
munity, Council Member Lavonta Williams 
arranged for member of the Northeast 
Millair Neighborhood Association and 
other interested citizens to tour the current 
Open Door Location.  

Similar opposition was voiced when the 
Lord’s Diner proposed open an location 
in the Old Boys and Girls Club Building 
at 21st and Grove.  This time, Williams 
decided to be proactive and says that after 
the tour, the individuals who attended were 
“impressed with the mission of the organi-
zation, the service provided and expressed 
their approval for Open Door becoming a 

part of the neighborhood.”
Open Door’s Major programs include a 

Community Food Ministry.  It’s the largest 
community-wide food box program in the 
area providing emergency food assistance 
for individuals and families in need once 
per month.  Clients receive a box of food, 
which may include canned fruits and veg-
etables, meat, eggs, macaroni and cheese, 
soup, and bread,, when available.  Families 
qualify at 130% of the Federal poverty 
level, or below.  Last year the organization 
served 26,680 boxes of food.  This pro-
gram operates Monday thru Friday, from 9 
-11:45 a.m. and from 1 - 3:45 p.m. 

The organization’s other food program, 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram, is a monthly food box program for 
income eligible elders age 60 and above.  
Last year this program served 2,525 undu-
plicated individuals.  

Williams Works to Gain Support    
For Open Door Move to 21st Street  

Members of the Northeast Millair Neighborhood Association and other interested citizens 

tour the current Open Door Location on Mosley.  They organization is interested in mov-

ing their operation to 21st and Opportunity.  

Teen Job Program accePTing aPPlicaTions

Job Prep, a program of the YMCA for youth ages 
15-17 is currently accepting applications for their 
2015 program.   Participants develop interviewing, 
workplace etiquette and money management skills, 
and earn certifications in CPR and first aid. Guest 
speakers teach them valuable lessons as they gain 
confidence in themselves and a greater sense of 
responsibility. At the end of the course, graduates 
apply for summer jobs within the Y and throughout 

the community.  
The deadline for application package, which 

includes a personal interview, is Mon., Jan. 19.  That 
means get busy now.  Download the application and 
call Tyrone Baker, Urban Outreach Director to set 
up an interview. For the  appointment  or additional 
information call 264-4066, ext. 5595.  Applications 
can be downloaded online at:  http://www.ymca-

wichita.org/support-y/community-impact

arTisTs can Win $3500 in PosTer conTesT  
If you’re artistic, here’s your chance to win 

$3,500 and have your artwork featured across the 
City and state.  The board of the Wichita Riverfest 
will award $3,500 prize to the artist whose work is 
chosen for the poster and buttons of the 2015 Riv-

erfest.  The artwork should reflect the 2015 Festival 
theme, “Button Up.  Have a Blast.”

Sorry teens, you must be 18 to participate.  The 
deadline is Dec. 31.  For more information and the 
entry application, go online to wichitariverfest.com.



T
he Kansas African American Museum 
would like to hear from people who 
were students at Wichita East High 

School in the mid-1960s to the early 1970s.
“We’re wanting to document people’s 

experiences with integration, especially 
at East High in 1967 and in 1968,” said 
Mark McCormick, the museum’s executive 
director. “We’re hoping that anyone who 
was at East that year -- whether they were a 
sophomore, a junior, or a senior – will get 
in touch with us.”

East High was the scene of considerable 
racial turmoil in 1967 and 1968. 

Would-be participants are asked to 
either call the museum, (316) 262-7651, 
or email McCormick atmark.mccormick@
tkaamuseum.org.

The museum staff will schedule tele-
phone or in-person interviews with those 
willing to share their experiences. The 
interviews will be recorded.

The invitation is not limited to East High 
alumni living in Wichita.

museum Taking reservaTions for 
civil righTs Tour June 12-14



D
id You Miss the 4.8 Earth-
quake on Nov. 11?  No 
problem, just wait a few 

weeks, or possibly a few days, and 
there will likely be another one.  In 
fact, when we checked on Dec. 17, 
the site eqrthquaketrack.com, reports 
16 earthquakes in Kansas in the past 
seven days, 74 in the past month and 
439 in the past year.  

Obviously, all of those weren’t of 
the magnitude of the Nov. 11 shake 
up, but in Kansas, there’s an unprec-
edented amount of shaking going 
on.  What’s changed, why so many 
earthquakes in Southern Kansas and 
Northern Oklahoma? 

 
Well it depends on who you ask.  

Most people are pointing the finger 
at the state’s growing gas and oil 
industry. In response, they’re asking 
people not to jump to conclusions 
and then quickly mention the  67,000 
people they employ in Kansas and the 
$5 billion in wages to employers and 
producers.  If that’s not enough, they 
point to local gas pump and ask you if 
you appreciate the money you’re sav-
ing on fuel.  True, across the country 
has helped reduce energy bills and 
fuel imports.  

Kansas and Oklahoma have long 
been big producers of oil and fuel, 
so what’s different? These states and 
other are experiencing boom times 
for domestic oil and natural gas ex-
traction, largely due to the practice of 
hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” 
which helps to release hard-to-get 
fossil fuels through the fracturing of 
rock with injected fluid. But one of 
the many downsides of the method 
comes from the subsequent disposal 
of wastewater generated in the pro-
cess. Much of that water is pumped 
deep underground, and some of 
those injection sites have been linked 
to earthquakes.

“In Kansas, there’s no evidence 
that the earthquakes are being caused 
by fracking,” Rex Buchanan, interim 
director of the Kansas Geological 
Survey, told the three-member Frack-
ing Task Force set up by Gov. Sam 
Brownback to investigate the cause of 

earthquakes in Kansas.  

“There is no silver bullet to 
induced seismicity,” Hal Macartney, a 
geo-science adviser for the petroleum 
industry, told the Task Force. “Earth-
quakes are unpredictable.”

In other states that are report-
ing a rise in earthquakes, fracking 
has been identified by geologists as 
the most likely cause. In Ohio, for 
example, a recent report by state 
geologists directly linked earthquakes 
there to fracking. It was the first time 
a study by the state had come to that 
conclusion.

A study recently published in 
Science magazine says the underlying 
terrain in Northern Oklahoma makes 
that area particularly susceptible to 
earthquakes induced by fracking.  
Because of franking, the report says, 
what ought to be a pretty seismically 
quiet place: now has become home 
to more small earthquakes than 
California.

In the new study, Katie M. 
Keranen, a geophysicist at Cornell 
University, and colleagues tallied 
up earthquakes that were part of a 
swarm of small earthquakes that start-
ed near Jones, Oklahoma in 2008. 
This swarm accounts for about a fifth 
of the recorded quakes in the region, 
which have increased 40-fold from 

2008 to 2013 as compared to 1976 to 
2007. The researchers then created 
a computer model that showed how 
pressures from nearby injection wells 
were affecting seismicity.

Southwest of Jones are four 
injection wells, some of the largest 
in the state, capable of disposing 
several million barrels of wastewater 
a month. And it’s these four wells that 
are contributing most of the pressure 
that sets off the quakes, the research-
ers found.

Some of the earthquakes have 
occurred as far as 35 kilometers 
(21 miles) from the injection wells, 
much farther away than scientists 
had previously thought such quakes 
were possible. They also found that as 
time passes, the region of increased 
pressure from those wells continues 
to grow. If that zone intersects with a 
large fault, the pressure could set off 
a larger earthquake.

“The increasing proximity of the 
earthquake swarm to the Nemaha 
fault presents a potential hazard 
for the Oklahoma City metropolitan 
area,” the researchers write. That 
fault, which runs from Oklahoma City 
north to Lincoln, Nebraska, is capable 
of hosting a magnitude-7 earthquake, 
they note.

In fact, it is possible that the Okla-
homa state capitol could experience 
a magnitude-6 quake, Keranen told 
Science. What’s more, injection wells 
similar in size to those near Jones are 
also found in northern Oklahoma, on 
the edge of another growing swarm of 
quakes, putting more areas at risk.

Most of the earthquakes we feel 

in Kansas come from Northern Okla-
homa. We also feel the tremors from 
some of the larger quakes from the 
Jones/OKC area.  

In addition to risk of earthquakes, 
researchers have shown fracking 
activities can lead to illness in nearby 
residents.
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Earthquakes: What’s The Fracking Matter

”

“The Nemaha 

fault, which 

runs from 

Oklahoma City 

north to 

Lincoln, NE, 

is capable of 

hosting a 

magnitude-7 

earthquake. 

of the earthquakes we feel in Wichita are centered in Oklahoma.  Tthe underlying terrain in Northern 
Oklahoma makes that area particularly susceptible to earthquakes induced by fracking.  Because of 
franking, Oklahoma has becom the home to more small earthquakes than California.

H
anding environmentalists a breakthrough victory, New York plans to 
prohibit fracking for natural gas because of what regulators say are its 
unexplored health risks and dubious economic beneits.  

New York, which overlies part of the gas-rich Marcellus Shale formation that 
has led to a drilling boom in Pennsylvania and other nearby states, has banned 
shale gas development since 2008, when the state began an environmental 
review of the drilling technique also known as hydraulic fracturing.

“Never before has a state with proven gas reserves banned fracking,” said 
Deborah Goldberg, an attorney with Earthjustice, adding that the decision “will 
give courage to elected leaders throughout the country and world: Fracking is 
too dangerous and must not continue.”

Industry and its supporters expressed outrage at the decision.
“We are very disappointed that it appears the governor is unwilling to be a 

leader and is going to pass the buck at the expense of New Yorkers,” said Jack 
Gerard, president of the American Petroleum Institute.

“This technology has been used for over 65 years in the United States. It’s 
been demonstrated repeatedly after drilling millions of wells that we’re able to 
do it while protecting the environment and protecting the people.”

In states where fracking is not yet allowed or is happening but is subject to 
criticism, New York’s move excited some anti-drilling activists.

“The more fracking expands, the more opposition grows,” said Sharon 
Wilson, of the group Earthworks, who has organized anti-fracking activists in 
Texas, California and Colorado. “Industry is its own worst enemy because they 
continue to deny the impacts.”

New York to Ban Fracking 

See FRACKING, page 23





PHOTOS:  1. Women from the Aconamatta Red Hat Club gathered for a photo.  
Members from three Red Hat Clubs made the trip.  
2. Front Row (L-R)  Jennifer Wright, Joyce Davis aand Shirley Jefferson.  Back 
Ros (L-R) Bridgette Wright , Kimmer Parks and Tamara Hollins.  The Wrights, 
who live in Kansas City, caught up with the group for dinner at Niecey’s Soul 
Food Restaurant,
3. As always, Maggie Thompson and Jean Williams did a great job planning 
the trip and keeping things running smoothly.  
4.  (L-R) Friends Gwen Holloway, Rosie Vesey and Margaret Bell were joined 
by a friend (2nd L) at Niecey’s.  
5. Willie Gray and Brother B (R) take a photo with Niecey, owner of Niecey’s 
Restaurant.  The two men, who accompanied their wives, were the only men 
on the trip.    

T
wo busloads of theater fans made the trip to Kansas City to see a performance of the 

Broadway touring production of Motown the Musical.  The musical tells the story of 

Berry Gordy and features more than 40 of the company’s biggest hits.  

The one-day bus trip on Dec. 13 was coordinated by Maggie Thompson and Jean Williams.  

The group of about 100 

included two brave men, who 

accompanied their wives.  

The trip included a stop 

for lunch, the 2 p.m. matinee 

performance, and dinner at 

Niecy’s Soul Food Restaurant.   

A surprise treat was WSU 

graduate Julius Thomas III,in 

the lead role of Berry Gordy.  

Learn more about Thomas in 

a story page  18.    
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Childcare Learning Center

2739 N. Hillside 
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Group Travels to Kansas City 
To See Motown the Musical
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T
he African American Council of 
Elders will seat 11 new Elders, 
and recognize nine new As-

sociates and Scribes, during the Fifth 
Community Enstoolment and Kwanzaa 
Celebration on Fri. Dec. 26.  

The selected individuals have been 
nominated with the hope that they 
will carry on the expansion of the 
Council’s four foocused initiatives: 
Education, Family Strengthening, 
Health and Wellness and Economic 
Development.  These initiatives were 
designed by the community in a series 
of Village Roundtables.  

New Elders who have agreed to ac-
cept this charge are:  

Ra’Shualaamu Bashira
Larry Burks
Mary Dean
Joseph Elmore
Adrienne DeGraftenreed
Larry Huff

Adaniel Johnson
Judge Greg Waller
Dr. Robert Weems
Billy Williams
Council Woman Lavonta Williams
Known as their foot soldiers within 

the community, the new Associates and 
Scribes are: Marquita Adkins, Jessica 
Brim, Victor Atuchonu, Nisha Jackson, 
Dr. Mildred Edwards, and Dr. Linda 
Rhone. 

They may be mature, but these 
Elders are active.  Among their 
many commitments, as Elders they 
have promised to help increase the 
development and growth of community 
businesses; focus more attention on 
the elderly and frail as well as mental 
health issues; increase their civic and 
policy building responsibilities; bring 
an educated insight into and effect 
change with the criminal justice system; 
and influence decision within Kansas 

State Government.  
So far, the existing Elders have 

lived up to their promise.  You often 
see them at community events wear 
their African cloth stolls. When 
major issues are being discussed 
that will affect the community and 
its members - both young and old 
-- you can count on the Elders to be 
in attendance.  

African American Elders 
councils exist in many selected 
cities and communities across the 
United States and recognize that 
traditionally Elders are an integral 
part of any functioning African-
American community.  

“Traditional African communi-
ties would not have functioned 
without the day-to-day input and guid-
ance of the grandparents and elders. 
This group serves as the trunk of the 
spreading tree. The roots of the tree 

are the ancestors; the trunk (Elders) 
is the foundation for the offshoots and 
branches --- ever-growing families 
and offspring, the new generations,” 
according to a creative but real analy-

sis provided by the Council of Elders 
of Howard County, MD.  

The Wichita/Sedgwick County 
Council of Elders was formed in 
2001.  Nationally, Council of Elders 

advisory boards, offer guid-
ance and leadership on issues 
affecting the community.  Who 
better than the wise Elders to 
share what they’ve seen and 
learned to help the commu-
nity grow?  

They meet with youth, 
preside over community cel-
ebrations, mentor current and 
future leaders, represent the 
community with public officials 
and so much more. Collectively, 
they represent over 1,500 years 
of experience and knowledge. 

The ELDERS are 
jewels of our
community! 
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Elders’ Kwanzaa Event Serving Dual Purposes 

elders, Scribes and Associates gather for a photo after their 4th enstooling ceremony held in dec. 2013 at The 
Kansas African American museum.  This year, at their Kwanzaa celebration, the elders will enstool 11 elders and nine 
Scribes and Associates.  

Join the Elders at 
Umoja for Kwanzaa 

When:  Fri., Dec. 25, 4-6 p.m. 

Where:  Madison Ave. Clubhouse, 1005 N. 

Madison 

What:  The 5th Council of Elders Enstollment 
of New Elders will be followed by the Kwan-
zaa Communal Feast.  

Guests are asked to bring their favorite topping to contrib-

ute to the Kuumba (creativity) salad.  The Elders will provide 

the salad greens, dressing and beverages.  

Feel free to bring children.  Kwanzaa books will be given 

to the irst 50 children.  
 

The elders pour libations, an African custom, as part of the enstooling ceremony held in 2013.  This is only the 5th enstooling of new 
elders in the Wichita Council’s 14 year history.  Photos by:Darius Smith

••
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We would like to thank 
everyone in the Wichita 

community for supporting 
us for over 20 years! 

Christmas Sale 

December 18th - 24th

 • Open Monday and Tuesday!

316-269-4560

1907 E. 21st 
Wed. - Sat. 

10 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Barfields Boutique 
  • Up to 50% on most items

& Her King  
2817 E. Central  Hours:  Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  

             Sat., 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 942-0006

Plus Size Clothing & Accessories
25% O� Sale 

Fit For A Queen

*

www.mhrsi.org

$19,500 FOR DOWN PAYMENT & CLOSING COSTS AVAILABLE  

Mennonite Housing  Realize Your Dreams   

HOUSE PAYMENT $600 OR LESSEnergy Efficient Homes

1 LOT N. OF 1217 N. ASH 

2127 N. WASHINGTON  

1954 N. ASH 

1111 N. MADISON

Call Lou Confessori at 942-4848 for more info.

 
 

My PictureMan, LLC

316-371-1149

Capture your momentsHappy 

Holidays

Mike Kinard
Proprietor Suite 310 • 1400 Terradyne Dr. • Andover

Accepting call ahead appointments  
(Open Mondays & Sundays by appointment)   ) 

If your hair isn’t becoming to YOU, 
Then you should be calling ME

UNLIMITED, INC.  
TANGLES 

Text or Call 316.209.8535

Twanda Hamilton, PhD

  
 

(316) 258 -7666

    
   

J
O
Y

Happy Holidays 



I
f you’re still looking for a way to make Kwanzaa a part 
of your family’s year-end celebration, consider partici-
pating in one or more community Kwanzaa events.  

Kwanzaa, a celebration that honors African heritage in 
African-American culture, is observed from Dec. 26 to 
Jan1. Each day focuses on one of seven core principles, 
called the Nguzo Saba.  The scheduled Wichita celebra-
tions are on the first day of Kwanzaa – Umoja or unity- 
and the second day of Kwanzaa – Kujichagulia or Self 
Determination.  

All of the events are free and family friendly.  Bring 
your children and help them learn more about their Afri-
can heritage and celebrate this event meant to strengthen 
Black families and culture.  
26  Kwanzaa Celebration  and Enstooling Ceremony, 
Sponsored by the Council of Elders.  See story page 14 for 
more details.  From 4-6 p.m. at the Madison Avenue Club 
house, 9th and Madison.  

26  Community Kwanzaa Celebration,  in the Grant 
Chapel AME Church Fellowship Hall, from 6- 8 p.m.  
There will be 
a program 
including 
praise dances 
and storytell-
ing.  The day 
will conclude 
with Karamu 
Feast.  Everyone 
is welcome.  
Grant Chapel is 
located   at 2750 N. Hillside.  
 27  Kwanzaa Celebration sponsored by the Wichita 
Griots, the storytellers, begins at 2:30 p.m. at the Kansas 
African American Museum, 601 N. Water.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
dec 26 & 27 Community Kwanzaa Events   
See story this page.  

30 Winter Break: Snow Dough   Squish it, roll it, 
cut it, sculpt it—turn dough into snowmen, snowbugs 
or whatever. For children ages 6-10, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
at the Maya Angelou Library, 3051 E. 21st St. N.  Regis-
tration began on Dec. 17; call 688-9580.

Jan 6 The South Central Kansas Legislative 
Delegation will hold its Annual Public Forum to hear 
your concerns before returning to Topeka for the 2015 
legislative session at The Sedgwick County Court House, 
Jury Rm. 525.  Begins at 7 p.m.  

15  50th Anniversary Piatt Crash Memorial 
Service The service will begin at 3 p.m. on the site, 

20th and Piatt.  This is just one of several events in 
remembrance of the crash.  See the story page  17.  

16-19  King Holiday Weekend Events.  See 
story this page.  

29  Choices Fair  Sponsored by USD 259.  Come 
learn more about available school choices for students 
in USD 259.  From 5-8 p.m. at Century II, Exhibition 
Hall.  Free.  

Feb. 7  Hot Tees and Masks  The Annual Mas-
querade party sponsored by the Greater Wichita Na-
tional Pan-Hellenic Council. Enjoy fun, food and raffles, 
with DJ Detroit in the mix. From 7 p.m.to Midnight at 
the Holiday Inn Select, 549 S. Rock Road.  Tickets are 
$35 in advance and $45 at the door.  For tickets call 
Jennifer Smith at 685-2121.  

Fri., Jan. 16
Corporate Award Breakfast, 7:45  - 9 a.m
Wichita marriott, 9100 e. Corporate hills 
The WG. Williams foundation annual breakfast raises funds 
for the organizations scholarships.  Tickets are $25 per person.  For tickets, mail a 
check to. WGWCFi, P.o. Box 2215, Wichita, KS  67201

Sat., Jan 18
Free MLK Community 
Breakfast,  8-9 a.m.  
Christian Faith Center, 1130 
S. Broadway, 
The Kansas african 
american museum, Christian 
Faith Center, and many 
community organizations 
will enjoy a free pancake 
and sausage breakfast.  
This event is open to the 
community.  

MLK City-wide 
Parade, 10 - 10:45 am 
Christian Faith Center to the 
Chester I. Lewis Relection 
Square
Community organizations 
are invited to participate 
in this parade marching 
through historic downtown.  
at the end of the parade, 
participants gather at Chester Lewis Relection Square, 205 E. Douglas, for 
relection on Dr. King’s life.  For more information, or to participate, contact Larry 
Bell at 304-8569 or larryrbell@gmail.com.  

Annual MLK Day of Service Project, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
TKaam, 601 n. Water
This year the museum’s Day of Service Project is a book drive.  They are asking 
the community to donate one or all of their favorite children’s books to a child in 
need.  The goal is to do something about the shortage of book in a West african 
orphanage.  
Bring your favorite children’s book to TKAAM and take time writing a special letter 
to the recipient of our gift.  The book drive will take place immediately after the 
parade.  

Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, 7 p.m. 
Chapel hill united methodist Church, 1550 n. Chapel hill 
The theme for this year’s celebration is “Are you at the table?  The Table of 
Brotherhood.”. The event will feature great music, awards, and inspirational 
moments.  The church is near 13th and i-96, across 13th Street from the Warren 
Theater east.  

Mon., Jan. 19
2014 Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Worship Celebration, noon
WSu metroplex, 29th and oliver
The theme for this service sponsored by the Wichita Ministerial League is “In 
Pursuit of the dream.”  The guest speaker will be dr. lance d. Watson, Senior 
Pastor, St. Paul Baptist Church, richmond, Va.  

2015 King Holiday

Local Events to Bring Kwanzaa to the Community

event Schedule

King Buttons Already for Sale

The Black and gold buttons designed for 
the 2015 local King Celebration are already 
for sale.  This year the buttons are $3 and 
available at The Kansas African American 
Museum and through museum supporters.  
Proceeds from the buttons support the 
museum and it’s programming.  

The seven principles around which Kwanzaa is centered 
are called the nguzo Saba in Swahili.  The principles are: 
Umoja  (OO-MO-JAH) unity stresses the importance 
of togetherness for the family and the community, which is 
relected in the African saying, “I am We” or “I am because 
We are.” 

Kujichagulia (KOO-GEE-CHA0GOO-LEE-YAH) 
Self-Determination requires that we deine our common 
interests and make decisions that are in the best interest of 
our family and community.  

Ujima (OO-GEE-MAH) Collective Work and 
responsibility reminds us of our obligation to the past, 
present and future, and that we have a role to play in the 
community, society and World. 

Ujamaa  (OO-JAH-MAH) Cooperative economics 

emphasizes our collective economic strength and 
encourages us to meet common needs through mutual 
support. 

Nia  (NEE-YAH) Purpose encourages us to look within 
ourselves and to set personal goals that are beneicial to 
the community. 

Kuumba (Koo-oom-Bah) Creativity makes use of our 
creative energies to build and maintain a strong and vibrant 
community. 

imani (ee-mah-nee) Faith focuses on honoring the best 
of our traditions, draws upon the best in ourselves, and 
helps us strive for a higher level of life for humankind, by 
afirming our self-worth and conidence in our ability to 
succeed and triumph in righteous struggle.  

Understanding the Kwanzaa Principles  

Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: 
‘What are you doing for others?

Make the King Holiday a Day of Service  

 “ ”Dr. Martin Luther King











Located at 3926 E 13 (13  and Vesta) is now 
3926 E. 13th St.  

$15  
Kansas City has a shining star in 
hometown born and bred Groove

 
“A pioneer of smooth jazz”

He’s had 3 CDs on the 
Top 20 Billboard jazz charts  

Tickets available at  
Glam 1, 3934 E. 13th St. & 

P&P Seed & Bait, 1901 E. 21st St.  

Sun. Dec. 21

Smooth jazz  

pianist & keyboardist

MAX 
GROOVE

In Concert 
at 40 Plus Lounge 

per person
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INTRODUCING………….

LIVE AT   5
Come out and enjoy 

HAPPY HOUR 

with drink specials and food
catered by Jodee B

3926 E. 13TH 
(13TH & VESTA) 

EVERY 

FRIDAY 

5-8 PM

Located at 3926 E 13 (13  and Vesta) is now 

For info on private parties call 821-5468. 

c‘
s Place

429 S. Hydraulic 
The Colemans & the Elks Lodge #243

Thank you for your support in 2014 

& We look forward to 2015 

 Dr. Charles Coleman, JD 
            & Famly 

Taylor Levins & 
Brothers of Elks #243

Join us 

New Year’s Eve
Casual dress
party favors

$10 

390-0181

jan 9 Fire from the Kansas 
Sky: The Piatt Street Plane 
Crash of 1965  Join a frank 

discussion about the events of 

Jan. 16, 1965 and its impact 

on the lives of the families in 

this Wichita neighborhood. 

D.J. Carter, author of May 

Day Over Wichita: The Worst 

Military Aviation Disaster in 

Kansas History,” will speak 

briely and help facilitate the 
discussion.  This free event 

begins at 7 p.m. at The Kansas 

African American Museum, 

601 N. Water.  

15  50th Anniversary Piatt 
Crash Memorial Service  The 
service will begin at 3 p.m. on the 
site, 20th and Piatt.  It will remember 
the  people who perished in the worst 
aviation disaster in Kansas history.   An 
extra special ceremony is planned this 
year and includes a memorial fly over 
by planes from McConnell AFB.  

16 50th Anniversary Memorial 
Dinner  This dinner will include a 
special honor for the family of the 
seven crew members who died in 
the 1965 plane crash.  Survivors 
have been invited to attend but a few 
tickets are available for $30 each.  
For tickets call Sen. Oletha Faust-
Goudeau at (316) 210-4380 before 
Jan. 9.  The dinner begins at 6:30 
p.m. at the WSU Metroplex.  

Events Planned to Commemorate 
50th Anniversary of Piatt Plane Crash

O
n a cold Saturday morning in 1965, an Air Force 
KC-135 tanker carrying 31,000 gallons of jet 
fuel crashed into Northeast Wichita. When the 

fire subsided, 47 people, mostly children, were dead or 
injured, several homes were destroyed, and families were 
splintered-and that was just the beginning of the night-
mare.  

Like the shooting of President Kennedy, If you were 
alive, it’s one of those days that you remember where you 
were.  Unlike Kennedy’s death when you remember when 
you “heard it,” in this case, you remember when you felt 
it.    

Several special events have been 
planned to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of the crash.  Among 
them is “a frank” discussion about 
the crash and the impact it has had 

on the lives of the families and the Northeast Wichita com-
munity, a survivors dinner, and a ramped up memorial 
ceremony on the site.  

 This discussion and presentation on Jan 9 is sponsored 
by The Kansas African American Museum and explores 
why the plane crashed, how the community responded, 
and how race relations in Wichita were further strained 
because of the disaster.  Survivors have been invited to 
attend the memorial dinner on Jan. 15 at the WSU Metro-
plex.  The dinner will include a special recognition of the 
families of the crewmembers who died in the crash.

schedule of 
events 





J
ulius Thomas is an actor, but that’s not prob-
ably how you know him.  Most Wichitans  
probably know him from a commercial he 

stars in for Wichita State University.  In the com-
mercial, Thomas talks about how his education 
at WSU helped prepare him for a job he loves.  
That job is acting and Thomas has been doing a 
lot of it since he graduated from WSU.  In addi-
tion to a lot of off-Broadway work, Thomas has 
had roles in three Broadway productions.  

What a surprise it was for the group of 100 
Wichitans who went to Kansas City to see the 
Broadway touring production of Motown the 

Musical, to learn Thomas was cast in the play’s 
leading role.  Thomas wowed the audience as 
Berry Gordy, the founder and head of Motown.  
In this musical, Berry -- or Thomas -- sings as 
good as any of the Temptations, Four Tops  or 
Smokey.  

Thomas joined the cast of the traveling 
production in Kansas City, 
replacing Clifton Oliver, 
who’d held down the role 
since the production hit the 
road in May.  Thomas, who 
was understudying Berry 

Gordy on Broadway, was a natural to step in as 
Oliver’s replacement.  

On Broadway, when he wasn’t filling in as 
Gordy, Thomas was a member of the ensemble.  
In this production, ensemble members play a lot 
of roles.  A couple of Thomas’ ensemble tasks 
included being a member of the Jackson 5 and 

the Tempta-
tions.  
Before 
his role in 
Motown, 
Thomas had 
roles on 
Broadway in 
The Scotts-
boro Boys and in Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess.  
Thomas’ role as Gordy is a limited engagement, 
and we couldn’t get a clear answer on how 
long he’ll be in the role.  However, the Broad-
way production closes down in mid-January 
and doesn’t return until the summer 2015, 
so Thomas has some availability.  The touring 
company is scheduled up to September 2015.  
The closest performance to Wichita is in Dallas 
from July 28-August 16.  

Motown the Musical tells the story of Berry 
Gordy and Motown up through the company’s 
25th Anniversary Show.  Featuring more than 
40 classic Motown hits, the musical fills you in 
behind the hits  as Diana, Smokey, Berry and the 
whole Motown family fight against the odds 
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For the Lover in You...
I t’s a Night 4 Lovers

HOSTED BY THE TEN FRIENDS  
Larry Adkins, Janet Agee, Deb Jackson, Michael Jackson, 
Dr. Rhea Knowles, Bob Love, Daphne Lynch, Troy Overton, 

Chunk Stevenson and Montella Wimbley 

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 14, 2015

... We wll Sip, Dine & Dance...

INV ITAT IONS / MORE I N FORMAT ION AVAILABLE 
AFTER DECEMBER 25TH 

SAVE THIS DATE

Umoja for Kwanzaa

Join the celebration 

Madison Clubhouse 
1005 N.  Madison  

Event includes enstooling    
       of  New Elders 

  

Bring your favorite 

Bring your children & guests        f irst  50 children

S p o n s o re d  b y : 
Th e  Af r i c a n 

A m e r i c a n 
Co u n c i l  o f 

E l d e r s  &
Wi c h i t a
 B r a n c h
 N A AC P 

Jesus is the 
Reason for the Season

May the New Year bring many blessings 
to the Wichita Community.

  

Please contact us at:  Wichita Black Arts Festival Association 

From the: Wichita Black Arts Festival Committee

 
HELP US AS WE MAKE THE 

2015 FESTIVAL BETTER FOR ALL

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER

    

   
 

  

 

Season’s Greetings 
    

  
  

   

Wichita’s Graduate Chapter

 
Wichita’s College Chapter  



Happy Holidays

From the men of 

OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY

GAMMA UPSILON CHAPTER

WSU Graduate is Lead in Touring Production of “Motown”  

Juliu Thomas III
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Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year  

from the Sire Archon and Archons of 

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity 
Alpha Nu Boulé

The Wichita Alumni & Delta Upsilon Chapters of Kappa Alpha Psi would like to thank you for your 
support in 2012. Without you we would not be as successful in our endeavors. We look forward to 

continuing to serve the Wichita community by promoting achievement in every field of human endeavor.

Happy Holidays 

The Brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

Love, 

Peace & 

Joy to Y
ou

The Wichita Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Wishes the Wichita Community  a
Very Merry Christmas& a Happy New Year  

 
 

 
Greater Wichita Pan-Hellenic Council                                                                          

 

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year 
    

 

                       1906             1908             1911            1911          1913          1914          1920          1922          1963 

Hott Tees and Masks – 7 February 2015 

 

                                                                                   

                                                            
 

Greater Wichita 
Pan-Hellenic Council 

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year 

Don’t miss: Hott Tees and Masks -- February 7, 2015 

1906         1908          1911         1911       1913        1914       1920       1922       1963  
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615 W. Maple  •  316-201-1660

Robert J. Bethea, Jr. 

Happy Holidays  
Comfort, Care & Understanding  957 N. Oliver •Wichita, KS  67208316.247.5492

Maple Grove Cemetery 

Maple Grove Cemetery  

1000 N. Hillside • Wichita, KS  •  316.682.4821
maplegrovewichita@gmail.com

Contributions for the perpetual care of the cemetery and its records are gratefully accepted and very much appreci-

ated.  

We will be here tomorrow, and forever, 

take care of your loved ones. 

Every race, every religion, 

every walk of life, every family, and 

every person is equally important.  

We are a nonproit. 

Our oicers and directors are here because 

of their love for our families.  

Serving our community since 
1887. 

Happy Holidays 

Cliff Cross  
& Associates 

  

316-721-4200

from

Call for a 

Free Calendar with 

a life insurance review.  

Marion Barry - Marion Barry, an icon of D.C. politics good and 
bad for more than 40 years, has died at age 78. Barry had been 
hospitalized at Howard University Hospital 11/20/14 after complain-
ing of a urinary tract infection. Barry died on 11/23/14.

Jimmy Ruffin - One of Motown Records' most memorable voices 
is gone, as balladeer Jimmy Ruffin died at a Las Vegas hospital 
11/17/14. He was 78.

Henry 'Big Bank Hank' Jackson - Sugarhill Gang founder 
Henry 'Big Bank Hank' Jackson has died at age 57 from kidney 
complications due to cancer. The rapper was a founding member or 

Sugarhill Gang, which produced the first main-
stream rap hit Rapper's Delight in 1979.

Comer Cottrell - a Black-hair-care entre-
preneur who brought Jheri curl to the masses, 
has died. He made millions with a cheap kit that 
made the glossy hairstyle.

Geoffrey Holder - The man who pitched 
7UP as the "uncola" and brought "The Wiz" 
to Broadway died in a New York hospital of 
complications from pneumonia. Geoffrey Holder 
was 84. Geoffrey Holder had an eclectic show 
business career, winning Tony Awards in 1975 
for directing and designing the costumes for an 
all-black retelling of "The Wizard of Oz."

Alice Coachman Davis - The first Black 
woman to win an Olympic gold medal, Alice 
Coachman Davis, died 7/14/14 in south Georgia. 
She was 90. Davis won Olympic gold in the high 
jump at the 1948 games in London.

Meshach Taylor - Meshach Taylor, who 
played a lovable ex-convict surrounded by bois-
terous Southern belles on the sitcom "Designing 
Women" and appeared in numerous other TV 
and film roles, died of cancer at age 67.

Bobby Womack - Soul singer Bobby Womack 
career spanned seven decades and included 
'80s hit "If You Think You're Lonely Now." Wom-
ack began his career in the early 1960s .

Tony Gwynn - Tony Gwynn, a Hall 
of Famer and one of the greatest 
athletes in San Diego's history, died 
6/16/14 of oral cancer, a disease 
he attributed to years of chewing 
tobacco. He was 54.

Ruby Dee - Ruby Dee, an ac-
claimed actress and civil rights activ-
ist whose versatile career spanned 
stage, radio television and film, died 
at age 91, on 6/11/14 Dee died at 
home in New Rochelle on Wednes-
day night of "natural causes.”

Maya Angelou - Maya Angelou, 
a Renaissance woman and cultural 
pioneer, died 5/28/14 morning at 
her home in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, her son, Guy B. Johnson, 
said in a statement. The 86-year-old 
had been a professor of American 
studies at Wake Forest University 
since 1982.

Rubin ''Hurricane'' Carter - 
The middleweight title contender, 
whose murder convictions became 
an international symbol of racial 
injustice and inspired a Bob Dylan 
song and a Hollywood film, died 
4/20/14. He was 76.Carter, who 
had suffered from prostate cancer, 
died in his sleep at his home in 
Toronto.

WE REMEMBER:  Famous Deaths in 2014 



Childs, Temple Sr., 94, died 
12/9/14.  He was a retired Postal 
Service worker.  Service was held 
12/17/14 at Holy Savior Catholic 
Church.  He is survived by: sons; 
Temple Renay Childs, Lafayette Childs 
and daughter; Ronna Marie Bailey. 

Collins, Alma, 69, died 12/14/14.  
Service will be held 12/29/14 a, 
11 a.m. at New Beginnings 7th Day 
Adventist Church.  She is survived 
by:  sons; Kinard Collins, Jr, Ricky 
Collins, Sr., daughter; Amy Fraizer, 
sisters; Carolyn Collins, Stormy Levy, 
Pam Conyer and Brenda Witherspoon, 
brothers; Jerry Levy, and Rodney Rice.
 
Franklin, Alonzo Jr., 83, died 
12/12/14.  Service will be held 
12/20/14 at Paradise Missionary 
Baptist Church.  He was a former 
Sedgwick County Evaluation Treatment 
Ctr. employee.  He is survived by: 
sons; Alonzo Franklin III & Terry 
W. Franklin  and daughter; Linda K. 
Pierce.

Garst III, Thomas Chester, 71, 
died 11/28/14.  He was a former 
computer programmer.  A graveside 
service was held 12/11/14 at Winfield 
Veterans Cemetery.  He is survived 
by: daughter; Juliana Haidary, sons; 
Ryan and Brendan Garst and former 
spouse; Terri Garst.

Hamilton, Ryan James, 22, died 
12/7/14.  He was a former UPS 

shipping and receiving worker.  
Service was held 12/16/14 at Holy 
Savior Catholic Church.  He is 
survived by: father; Darnell Hamilton, 
mother; Lelia Cottner, brothers; 
Michael & Jayden Hamilton & 
DeCory Crowder, and sisters Shalynn, 
Aubrianna & LeeAnn.

Hill, Elmer, 71, died 12/6/14.  He 
was a retired Postal Service worker.  
Service was held 12/12/14 at Dellrose 
United Methodist Church.  He is 
survived by: daughter; Dr. Lynn M. 
Willis, sisters; Anniece Berry, Sandra 
Hill, Ruby Grigsby and brothers; 
Arthur & Ricky Hill. 

Lasley, Constance “Connie”, 93, 
died 12/12/14.  Service is pending.

LyDay Sr., William E., 78, died 
12/4/14.  He was a retired Santa 
Fe Railroad employee and Ershom 
Foundry employee.  Service was held 
12/12/14 at Shiloh Baptist Church.  
He is survived by: spouse; Mary A. 
LyDay, daughter; Angela LyDay, son; 
William E. LyDay Jr., sisters; Annie 
Watkins, Lula Mae LyDay, Evelyn 
Owens, Frankie Jackson, Kathleen 
Jones, Eva Price, and brother; James 
LyDay.

McCraw, Lana, 65, died 12/13/14.  
Service is pending.  

Nichols, Larry Darnell, 64, died 
12/5/14.  He was the owner of 
L.D. Nichols Lawn Service.  Service 
was held 12/11/14 at Holy Savior 
Catholic Church.  He is survived by: 
spouse; Phyllis Nichols, sons; Mance 

Nichols, Duston Nichols, daughter; 
Brandy Nichols-Motley, sister; Mary 
Obligacion and brother; Chavous 
Nichols.

Owens, Raymond Albert Sr., 66, 
died 12/15/14.  He was a disabled 
veteran.  Service will be 12/19/14, 11 
a.m., at Old Mission Cemetery.  He is 
survived by: spouse; Elaine Owens, 
daughters; Angela Owens, Camilla 
Owens, Regina Lane, Sebrena Reeves 
Govert, sons; Raymond A. Owens, Jr., 
Martell Owens, sisters; Dolly Ayers-
White and Frankie Mcpherson.  

Paschal, Irving Nathaniel, 93, 
died 12/4/14.  He was a retired 
Sears employee and owner of 
Paschal Appliance.  Service was held  
12/13/14 at Progressive Missionary 
Baptist Church.  He is survived by:  
spouse; Vira Paschal, daughters; 
Vira Lee Salton, Marie Smith, Alice 
Paschal, Kathy Fitchpatrick, Aria 
Paschal, Doris Garrett, Towanda Sue 
Jones, sons; Nathaniel Paschal, Rev. 
Samuel Paschal,  Timothy Paschal, 
Eugene Pascal, and Jonathan Paschal.

Randle Jr., John Wayne, 71, died, 
12/4/14.  Service was held 12/13/14 
at Jackson Mortuary Chapel.  He 
is survived by: spouse; Barbara 
A. Randle, daughters; Melinda K. 
Randle, Patricia A. Randle, Pamela 
Randle-Kambi, son; John W. Randle 
III, sisters; Irene Bownes, Annie B. 
Randle and Gloria Campbell.

Rivas, Josue’, 58, died 12/15/14.  
He was the pastor of Iglesia De Dios 
Fuente De Aqua Viva and owner of 

Rivas Auto Repair.  Service will be 
12/22/14, 11 a.m. at Mt. Vernon 
Church of God.  He is survived by: 
spouse; Blanca Rivas, sons; Josue’ 
Joel Rivas, Jr., Ronald Rivas, Julio 
Cesar, Jason Rivas, daughters; 
Blanquita Sena , Mariene Verdejo, and 
Jamie Rivas.  

Sledge, Ronald Edward, 64, died 
12/10/14.  There will be a private 
memorial service.
Thomas, Rev. McArthur, 65, died 
12/13/14.  He was a retired truck 
driver at Hampton Welding Supply.  
Service will be held 12/20/14 at 
Greater New Testament Baptist 
Church.  He is survived by:  spouse; 
Audrey Thomas, sons; Toureno Taylor, 
Kedrick James, Cedric Taylor, Turan 
Thomas, Dejuan Taylor, daughter; 
Tameka Thomas, brothers; Rev. 
Peter Phillips, Greg Phillips, Calvin 
Thomas, Cletis Thomas, Edward 
Thomas, Robert Thomas, sisters; 
Bertha Peoples, Linda Wallace, Carrie 
Thomas-Jeffers and Nicole Brown.  

Flippin, Baby, newborn, passed 
12/5/14.  Service is pending.

Jackson, Rhodessa, 83, passed 
12/13/14.  Service is pending.

Kaska, Mia, newborn, passed 
12/9/14.  Service was held 12/11/14 
on the lawn of Calvary Cemetery.

King, Robert Lee, 70, passed 

12/10/14.  Service is pending.

Knight, Darryl R., 54, passed 
12/6/14.  Service was held 12/13/14 
at Strangers Rest Baptist Church

Lewis, Christine, 61, passed 
12/8/14.  Service was held 12/17/14 
at Tabernacle Bible Church.

McClish, Jimmy, 80, passed 
12/8/14.  Service was held 12/15/14 
at St. Mark Church of God in Christ.

Mills, Serenity, newborn, passed 
12/10/14.  Service is pending.

Ogbodo, Lisa, 47, passed 12/13/14.  
Service is pending. 

Snipes, Robert, 85, passed 
12/10/14.   Service was held 12/16/14 
at Wichita Park Mausoleum.

Baldwin, Rickey Dean, 60, passed 
12/7/14.  Service was held 12/12/14  
at Biglow Funeral Home Chapel.  He is 
survived by: spouse; Sandra Baldwin, 
daughters; Alleshia Baldwin , Ayanna 
Garner and Candace Williams, son; 
Brandon Garner, sisters; Janie Mae, 
Diane, Regina and  brothers; Bobby 
and Trevor.

Mathews, Jaxon Lee, infant, passed 
12/13/14.  Service will be held 
12/19/14, 11 a. m. at Biglow Funeral 
Home Chapel. dec. 18,  2014   |     The communiTy Voice
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Jackson
Mortuary

Biglow
Funeral Directors

Robert J. Bethea
Funerals/Cremations

It’s likely that some people who 
haven’t paid close attention may 
want to make changes after they get 
the new bill for their existing plan, 
even if their deductible resets. That’s 
because 
premiums for many plans have 
increased.

And in some cases, consum-
ers could see their own costs rise, 
even if their plan’s premiums didn’t 
increase, because of the way the 
Affordable Care Act calculates 
income-based tax credits. Your credit 
amount is based partly on the cost of 
the lowest-priced “benchmark” plan 

in your market — and the plan that 
cost the least last year may not cost 
the same this year. So, your credit 
could shrink.

For that reason, health policy ex-
perts and federal officials have urged 
consumers to go online to compare 
plans and to actively re-enroll, to 
make sure they understand all the 
options available and to update their 
income information, so their tax 
credit will be accurately calculated. 

If you missed Monday’s deadline 
and subsequently decide that your 
plan’s premium is too high, you 
could cancel the plan as of Jan. 1 and 
enroll in a lower-cost one starting on 
Feb. 1.But that would mean forgoing 
any coverage for January.

    

   
  
 

REV. JAMES C. HENDRICKS, SR. PASTOR   

SUNDAY SCHOOL:   9:30 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP:  11:00 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY: 

“Tuesday Night Live”  
         6:30 P.M.
“Traditional”        
Thursdays, 6:30 P.M.

An Essential Church: Poised for 21st Century Ministry

deadline
 from page 9

St. Paul AME church invites the community 
to join them for their Christmas Musical featur-
ing community musicians on Sun., Dec. 21, 6 
p.m.  This event is free and open to the public.  
St. Paul is located at 1756 N. Piatt.  
         Rev. Joseph Nixon, Senior Pastor  

Mt Olive Tabernacle of Praise COGIC will 
hold the dedication of their new church on 
Sat., Jan. 10, 4 p.m.  Bishop Mark Gilkey will 
be the speaker.  A tour of the church and a 
reception will follow.  Mt. Olive is located at 
909 N. St. Paul.  

    Pastor Roderick Houston, Senior Pastor.  

CHURCH BRIEFS 

Send Us Your Church News 
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Pastor Lincoln Montgomery & 

First Lady Annie Montgomery

             On behalf of  
The Tabernacle Bible Church Family,  

we pray your celebration of the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ is an unforgettable experience of

                God’s Love, Joy & Peace.

From our hearts to yours

Tabernacle Bible Church 

2328 E. 13th Street
263-5360 Rev. Eric E. Williams, Pastor

Come and Grow With Us! 

A tradition of praise &
 worship that God shall receive 

the honor and the glory. 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday Church School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship -11 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer & Praise- 5:30 p.m.

Brotherhood Presbyterian Church
The Church With “Open Arms and Open Hearts”

For unto us 
A child is born



Many studies have identified 
associations between fracking and 
elevated levels of toxic compounds in 
the surrounding environment, a re-
port released Wednesday by research-
ers at the University of California, 
Berkeley and Weill Cornell medical 
College concluded.

A number of compounds known 
to be toxic to humans — including 
bezene, a known cancer-inducer — 
are associated with fracking, and have 
been found in elevated concentrations 
in air, surface waters, and aquifers, the 
review, “Environmental Public Health 
Dimensions of Shale and Tight Gas 
Development” — published on Envi-
ronmental Health Perspective, said.

Water contamination is also a 
real risk, according to the study. An 
increased number of birth defects 
was observed in heavily-drilled 
areas in Colorado state, according 
to a report released by the Colorado 
School of Public Health in January.

Back in Kansas, a lack of 
data has become an issue for the 
Governor’s task force. Kansas has a 
25-year gap with very few seis-
mic monitors. Without data, they 
can’t say whether the quantity and 
strength of earthquakes in Kansas 
has increased.  

 So they’re struggling to  Gov-
ernor’s task force will sort through 
comments from its various meetings 
and present recommendations to 
Gov. Sam Brownback sometime 

this summer. Even without data, it’s 
pretty clear, Kansas is seeing more 
seismic activity than normal.  

“Until we get more informa-
tion and data, coming up with an 
action plan is going to be really 
kind of hard,” Rep. Kyle Hoffman, 
a Coldwater Republican, said after 
the meeting.

Bottom line: Reports of 
fracking-related earthquakes are 
continuing to grow. And though oil 
industry experts have voiced their 
skepticism about the link, some 
state regulators are starting to take 
notice and investigating the risk to 
communities that never before had 
had to worry about whether or not 
their buildings or infrastructure 
could withstand earthquakes.

DiNicolantonio and Lucan sug-
gests that dietary guidelines target 
sugar, high fructose corn syrup in 
particular. High fructose corn syrup 
is the most common sweetener used 
in processed food and drink, such 
as sugary fruit juice and soda. A diet 
consisting of daily added sugar intake 
that adds up to a quarter of total daily 
calories can triple a person’s heart 
disease risk compared to people who 
consume less than 10%. Consuming 
over 74 grams of fructose a day can 
also lead to a 77% higher risk of 
blood pressure above 160/110 mm 
Hg.

Worldwide, sugar sweetened 
beverage consumption has been 
implicated in 180,000 deaths a year," 

researchers explained.
According to a report issued by 

the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, around 16% of children 
and adolescents’ total caloric intake 
comes from added sugars. Over 
40% of calories from added sugar 
come from sugar-laden beverages, 
like soda. DiNicolantonio and Lucan 
noted that naturally occurring sugar 
found in fruit and vegetables have no 
harmful effect on our health.

"Just as most dietary sodium does 
not come from the salt shaker, most 
dietary sugar does not come from the 
sugar bowl; reducing consumption of 
added sugars by limiting processed 
foods containing it, made by corpo-
rations, would be a good place to 
start," the research team added. "The 
evidence is clear that even moderate 
doses of added sugar for short dura-
tions may cause substantial harm."

After yet another Grand Jury 
declined to indict a police officer in 
the choking death of Eric Garner this 
past Wednesday, protesters took to 
the streets all across America. 

There were so many protesters on 
the streets in NY, that many people 
couldn’t get to the traditional lighting 
of the Christmas tree in Rockafella, 
Plaza. On Friday night there were so 
many protesters in FL that the sound 
of their chanting unintentionally 
disrupted the singing of Christmas 
carolers in a nearby park. The media 
upon learning of this disruption, in-
terviewed one of the protesters who 
responded by saying, “we’re sorry 
we interrupted your Christmas party, 
but there are some serious issues 
happening in America.”  My brothers 
and sisters in this season of political 
and social discord, Christmas is be-
ing turned Upside Down.

It’s not the first time that this hap-
pened. It also happened at the very 
Christmas. Now, we don’t usually tell 

or hear this part of the Christmas 
story.  I’ve never seen this part of 
the story on a Christmas card. I’ve 
never heard it sung in a Christmas 
carol. I’ve never seen it acted out in 

a Christmas pageant. 
We do not include this episode, 

even though what happens here is 
the direct result, the direct conse-
quence of the wise men’s visit. But 
we leave this out!  It’s too harsh! Too 
gory! Dead babies and Jesus, Mary & 
Joseph as refugees running for their 
lives! Not part of our holiday picture.

But here they are, right here in 
Matthew’s telling of the Christmas 
story. Matthew teaches us that when 
you worship the baby Jesus born 
in Bethlehem you upset the power 
structure in Jerusalem.

Matthew is telling us is that 
anytime, anywhere the light of 
hope is born among those who sit 
in darkness, then those in power, 
who benefit from keeping it dark, 
will do all they can to snuff out the 
light. Anywhere hope is born among 
the oppressed, the imprisoned, the 
blind, the crippled — anytime that 
kind of hope is born, then those who 

are deeply invested in the status quo 
will do all in their power, using what-
ever means necessary, to annihilate, 
to kill that hope.

Matthew insists that if we’re gonna 
follow this Jesus, then we too must 
be willing to risk Herod’s murderous 
anger! We too must become involved 
in the subversive plot to challenge 
and undermine his power! Otherwise 
the birth of that baby in Bethlehem 
is little more than sentimental syrup 
which might make you feel good for 
a little while, but really has very little 
to do with the cold hard reality of 
this harsh Herod–ruled world.

You know, in Herod’s merciless 
massacre, infants weren’t the only 
losses. Innocence died. Every infant’s 
death was an altar call summon-
ing conscience to stand up and be 
counted. Every boy’s death was a call 
for the righteous people of God to 
object to oppression. But you know 
what? We have no record of anyone 
objecting.

While we are horrified over 
Herod’s slaughter, the truth is too 
many are unmoved by the death of 
our own community. We’re shocked 

and horrified that Herod could do 
such a thing. But we’re not horri-
fied by the slaughter, the slaughter 
of social justice, that is occurring on 
our watch.

We have a culure of policing in 
this country that is rubbing salt 
into long standing racial wounds.  
Unarmed African American boys 
and men are being shot at the 
hands of police at an alarming 
rate. I can’t breathe. We weep and 
mourn for millions of brothers and 
sisters who have been exiled from 
a life of hope, promise and pos-
sibilities. But Dr. King said, “in the 
midst of finite disappointment, we 

must never lose infinite hope.”
Herod set mass execution in 

motion. But. when all was said and 
done, Jesus survived. God will up-
hold you in the time of trouble. You 
have survived. You survived because 
God has something in mind for you 
to do! 

You have survived for a reason. 
When you stand up, people will be 
fed spiritual food. When you stand 
up, children will have a safe place 
to play. When you stand up, single 
parents will have mentors and role 
models. When you stand up, systems 
of injustice will be halted. When you 
stand up the prophet Amos’ words, 
“Let justice roll down like a river, 
and righteousness like a never-failing 
stream,” will be more than a dream.”

My brothers and my sisters, try as 
he might, but Herod cannot kill the 
hope. This is the ultimate message of 
Christmas, that even in the midst of 
chaos and despair, hope still lives.
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Turning Christmas Upside Down 

Junius Dotson

Senior Pastor 
Saint Mark United Methodist 

SUGAR
 from page 9

•In this Christmas message, Pastor Junius Dotson connects the 
Christmas Story with  what the entire country and the City of Wichita 
are experiencing and how it relates to the social justice ministry of the 
Church. His scripture is Matthew 2:16-18.  

”

“Every 

boy’s death 

was a call 

for the righ-

teous peo-

ple of God 

to object to 

oppression. 

FRACKING
 from page 12
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In the memory and 
legacies of those not here 

1926-2014, 
Give love, and be open to 
receive love, 
Be blessed, share your blessings, 
Reach back, reach out, 
Be hopeful, Give hope, 
And know these acts of kind-
ness bring joy in the morning. 

Jackson Mortuary Staff
Happy Holidays,

Natiche Noven 
    Davis-Jackson
Jeremy D. Emerson
Yvonne Marie Hudspeth
Michelle E. Colgan
Roberta Walker
Bertha M. Brazeale
Margaret Harge
Constance R. Walker
Dock Spiller
Larry Rogene White
Elizabeth M. Cole
Bradley Eugene Kinnard
Willie Mae Miller

Eddie ValJean Flowers
Richard Lee Wallace
Henry Sam Crosby
Jaycee Todd
Jai’ce Malahi Morgan
Jon Jerald Warmbrodt
Ervin Lee Richards
Anthony Lynn Smith
Edmond Brown
Annie Ruth Dailey
Oshaela Nash
Betty Ann Arnold
Peyton Elizabeth Dorsey
Wilma Reagans
Johnny Franklin
Lillian Beatrice Stegall
Jean Ray Lampkins
Otis Je�erson
Leoda Zellue McHenry
Alvin Eugene Williams
Marshall Combs
Wessie Dean Barnes

Eira M Jones
Hazel Johnson
Melvin Smith 
George Dewewy Day
Dan Thompson
Thelma Brison
Theartic Jackson
Deborah Joann Marks
Robert J Noble
Savanah G. Joy Johnson
Irene Almeta Black
Chester Ridge
Keith R Davis
Gloria Jeane Bell
Fred D Rolfe
Charles E Snowden
Urie Willie Barron Jr.
Katie Essex

Rita M Billingsley

Donald C. McIntyre
Fanchion M. Reed
Charles Davis
Lonnie Ray Kemp
Kelsey Shaw
Ivy Mae-Ruth Rhodes
Arlington Martin
Aaron Duane Collier
Earlene Pruitt
Larry Pennington
Glenda Faye Powell
Rickie Lynn Smith
Shunda Gray
Odessa Russell
Wilson Stewart
Mack Grover Davis
Victor L Bowen

Ernice Moore
Anna L Johnson
Edison Nero Jones
Jacqulyn Ware
Sharron P Jackson
Delphine Durden
Raymond L Valentine 
McNelia Harrison
LaRhonda Murrell
Eddie C Fields
Ruby Dean Wilson
Lemmie Daniel Coleman
Thurman Lee Jones
Rosie Pope
Verda Elaine Koon
Reginlynn Rolonda McCoy
Kimberly Garcia
Mildred Marie Patterson
Shantell Deneice Watkins

Addie E Pearson
Theodore Roosevett 
       Beasley
Katherine Elizabeth Hill
Cynthia Robertson-Lane
Silas Gri�n
Cherrie Lynn Kennedy
Robert James Dempsey
Woodrow Wilson Curtis
Dorothy Lee 
    Washington- Jacobs
Sharon Kay 
    DeGraftenreed
Lloyd Tyrone Quarles
Florene F. Squires
Abe Ingram

Gloria Ward

Vessie L Bedell
Ray�eld Williams
Ivan E Washington
James Arthur Thomas
Beverly Watson
Howard Washington
Katie M. McKinney
O. D. Spires
Harrison Armstrong
Michael Duane Carthen
Yolanda Gail Hill
Albert Roy Washington
Vivian Burkhalter
Kendal Lamont McIntosh
Donald Howard
Eloise A Littleton

Bette Alicia Loggins
Icarus S. Randolph
Donnie R Freeman
Anthony D Nelson
Eva Mae Beatty
Maxine Hawkins
Hattie Thomas
Donald E Alley
Ronnie E Walker
Melvin Ausbie 
Earnestine Cotton
Raymond Williams
Tolissia Faye Greasham
Leonard H Wesley
Rosie M Nelson
Andrew Johnson
Mary Elizabeth Davis
Robert C Braggs

Wilma Avery
Earnest Nathaniel Keeling
Charley William McCraw
Lacindia 
      Williams
Barry Brown

George  Donald Childers
Hubert Fatherree
Glena Willimgham-Wright
James Arthur Cobb
Michael Romby Balton
Jer’Zion D’Amos Newton
Israel James Reed
Ronald O Ross
Mary Luetta Russell
Lora I Butler
Donald L Anderson
Dorcella Howell
Jacquelyn D Ware
Roosevelt Brooks
Edward E Poncil
Imogene Stevenson
Alter L Allen
Geneva Johnson

Helen Winston
Willie Beatricia Autry
Leticia  A Bonilla
Teresa D Hines
Adrien Maurice Frazier
Dorothy Hawkins
Paul Lugrand
Donnie Cooper
Willie D Wesley
Fayetta Woods
Luminda Dunklin
LaKelia Hughes
Dewayne Williams
James Love
Linda Bowen
Chauncy Gibson
Jean Johnson

Rufus Draper
Christopher Wayne Lollis
Gladys M Jones
Mary Merriweather
Anthony L Thomas
Sam Wesley Collins
Katherine Howard 
Susan Ann Powell

Wyman Lamar Taylor
Marie Washington
Julia Carter
Ruby J Neal
James L Garrett
Herman Dailey
Cli�ord Dickson
Leon S Williams
Rochelle Je�erson
Edgar Oliver Jr.
Verbena Davenport
Henry White
Fredric Jerome Johnson
George Moore
Vincent Phillips
Mildred Ann Hill

Joan Renee 
     Owens-Calloway
Erma J Harris
Marvette Ray Hill
Frankie D Johnson
Theodore Stewart
Donald W Thomas
Joyce Wiseman
Gary L Allen
Billy Bobo
Trussie Mae Smith
Felix Wilson
Byron Lamont Redd
Janet Dyann Lynn
Donald Swanigan
Thomas C Garst

Calvin Truss
William Lyday
John Wayne Randle
Larry Darnell Nichols
Irving Nathaniel Paschal
Elmer Hill
Ryan J Hamilton
Temple Childs

 

During the holiday season, it is often time for us to cherish the gift of family  
and friends. Let’s take a moment to remember our  

loved ones (of 2014)not here to share this time with us.

remember to ....


